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- PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER, 
DURING THE.THLRD sEettoN ‘OF THe FOURTH PARLIA® | 


MENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN . 
AND IRELAND. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
FRIDAY, MARCH 24, 


HURRYING BILLS. 

b Fae Atckuanp said, that before their lordship’ pro- 
“4 cceded to the consideration of the oider of the day, he 
wished to submit to them a few observations relating td 
their proceedings. Such of their lordships ds were th 
the habit of paying particular attention to the business 
which care before the House, must have remarked thre 
extraordinary quantity of bills that were poured in upoh_ 
them at the close of every session. This evil was in- 
creasing every gear. Within the last three weeks of last 
session, no less than seventy-five bills were sent up from 
the other House. With a view that some mode might 
be adopted of putting’ an end to a practice productive df 
so much inconvenience and trror, he would move that 
a Comniiltee be appointed to ihquire into the number of : 
‘bills brought up fast session. _ 

Lord Grenville cgincided ih the observations made b 
his noble friend. This practice tended to preclade their 
\@dships from their sharé in the legislation of the country. 
When bills were so huddled upon each other, there was 
no time for deliberation or discussion. To pass them 
became an act rather of necessity than patlianrentary dil- 
cretion. : 

The Eart of Liverpool admitted that the practice was 
censurable. It was, however, in a great measure un- 
avoidable. “fhe immense nuniber of bills might be at- 
tribufed to three causes; the increased and growing pros- 

Vou. Ii1.—1809. , B 
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perity of the countty, the tampering in legislation, and 
the delay which the public business suffered in conse- 
quence of the man discrissions (discussions not relating 
to objects of legislafian, though perhaps they might be 
very necegsary) which took place in botlr Houses. This 
last reason, however, applied rather to the retarding of 
the bills than their number. 

Afier a few observations from Lord Moira, the Duke 
of Norfolk, Lord Auckland, and the Chaneellor, the mo-_ 
tion Was withdrawn. | 


SPANISH PLEET. 


Lord Auckland stated, that previous to the discussion 
of the conduct of the war ia Spain, it was desirable that 
the House should be put in possession of every informa- 
‘tion relating to the military operations. He was anxious 
to ascertain what efforts bad been made by ministers to 
prevent the fleet at Ferrol from falling into the hands of 
the French. - In the immense mass of papers ‘that had 
-been Jaid on the table, he could only find two documents 
‘that had any reference to this important subject. These 
were two letters, dated the 3d of December, from Lord 
Castlereagh to Sir John Moore, and not received by the 
latter until the [6th, when, from the complicated ditti- 
cullics he had to contend against, if was impossible he 
could attend to the instructions contained in them. His 
lordship concluded with moving for cdpies of any in- 
structions that might have been transmitted to the British 
commanders in Spain relating to the steps that were to 
be taken for placing the ships and stores in the barbour 
and arsenal of esrol in security. | 

Lord Mulgrave said, that there could be no objection 
to give the noble lord all possible information on the 
subject. The information which be was about to com- 
municate, might possibly preclude the necessity of make 
lug any motion. When it was found that the British 
_ army might probably be compelled to fall back on Cos 

Junna, and eventually te-embark, it was proposed by Ad- 
miral De Courcy to the admiral commanding at Ferrof, 
that the fleet lying in that harbour should be equipped, 
.and sert (o a place of safety. ‘This proposal wis rejects 
ed, upon the grounds that there was no danger of its 
falling into the hands of the enemy, as the place was 
strong enough (0 resist any means $hat could be for a 
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long time employed for reducing it. It would be for 
their lordships to decide, whether, qansidering the nature - 
of onr relations with the people of Spain, and the pring: 
ciples upon which her assistance was tendered to them, 
it would have been at all advisable to have had recourse 
to force on this occasion, or pressed them on a‘ point 
upon which they might pussibly feel some suspicion, and 
"no little jealousy. 

The Duke of Norfolk expressed his regret that means 
had not been ‘employed to prevent the fleet from falling’ 
into the hands of the French, He tra-ted, that through: 
asimilar negicct or want of energy, they would not lose 
the fleet in Cadiz. ; , 

Lord Greral’e agreed that it would not have been con-’ 
sistent with good faith to have employed foree and vio-’ 
lence to obtain possession of the fleet of an ally. Would 
to God his majesty’s ministers had always adhered to this- 
maxim! He would recommend to his noble friend to 
withdraw his motion for the present, for the purpose of 
bringing it: forward on another day, in such a shape as 
might bring the whole question before the House. ~~ 

The Earl of Liverpool said, that as Ferrol would form 
an important point in the consideration of the general 
question, he should ‘not now make any observations on 
it. He was glad to hear the noble baron deprecate the 
having recourse to measures of force and violence to eb- 
tain possession of the fleet in Ferrol. : When the time 
for discussing the general question shonid arrive, he trust. 
ed he should be able to prove, to the satisfaction of their 

‘lordships; that no measures that could properly have 
been adopted, were neglected ; and that such as had bees 
adopted, were in the trae spirit of the principles upon: 
which his majesty came forward to assist the Spanish 
cause. His lordship, in answer to‘a qnestion, put bya 
noble Duke (Norfolk) said, that it was probable on 
Monday he should lay, by his majesty’s command, a 
copy of the treaty with Spain on the table. 


SPAIN AND PORTUGAL, 


Baron Clifton (Earl of Darnley) moved for several pep 
pers relating to the operations of the British troops in 
pain and Portugal. His lordship said, that as the public 
had now got rid of one important subject, be hoped they 
would turn their mind to others of aocarby,as much jms 


¢ 
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pertance. Huedwelt for a considerable time on the mis- 
conduct of the campaign in the peninsula, and the calg- 

witha Earl « "Lierpoot” fessed 1 . 

he of Li pro \is inclination not to 
object to the ov ceier part of the papers moved for. There 
were two, however, to the production of which, as he 
stated on a former evening, be caquid not accede ; namely, 
the letter of the 4th of August from Lord Castlereagh to. 

Sir Hew Dalrymple, and the instructions relating to the 
formation of the regency in Portugal. The production 
of these would be attended with the great public incon- 
venience he had mentioned at that time. His lordship 
observed, seriatim, on the different motions made by Lord 
Clifton, and explained the modifications under which he 
WAS Cis poged to agree to their production, Amang these, 
we understaod, that.extracis of the last dispatches fram 
Sir J, Moore are to be produced, 

. Lord, Rosslyn did not wean te prolong the dis¢ussion, 
and raee solely for the purpose of suggesting qu addi- 
tional motion, to which he did nat suppose aay opposi- 
tion woukd be made. The motion was for copies or ex, 
wacts of all correspondence between his inajesty’s secre- 
taries of state and his resident mivister in Spain, touching 
asty negotiation carried on with the supreme govcrament 
raspeciing any military axraagements, so. far as the same 
could be produced without any defriment to the publig 
service. These documents appeared to, bim so csaential 
to enable the House to form a judgment respecting the 
eampaign in Spain, that without these papers it would 
be impossible to enter fully into the discussiyn upon that 





enbject. . 

The Hari of Liverpool was pot prepared to state whee 
ther the production of these papera might not be injuriaus 
to the public service; but if the noble lord should persist 
in pressing the motion, then he should feel himself bound 
- fo appoee it. 

Lord Grenville, adverting to what had fallen from the 
noble secretary res: ecting the correspondence between 
Mr. Frere and Sir John Moore, that some little blame ate 
tached to Sir Johu Moore-for not having officially trans- 
shitted that correspondence to this conniry, declared that 
it was in justice due to the memory of that officer to. shew 
thet no blame whatever was imputable to him. 


The Eark of Liverpool apologised for interzupting, the 


> 
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noble baron, but begged to be permitted te state that he 
had sever intended to impute any blame to Sis John 
Moore. All be had stated! was, that in the commoa conne 
of official transactions (hear papers would have been trans 
mitted to this country in an official form, but that in point 
of fact they bad not been transmitted either by Mc. Frere 
ar Sir Johan Moore; and that the arduous busiaess which 
Sir John Moore had to attend to, might have prevented 
him from making a communication of these «lucaments, 
which a person of more experience in official transactions 
vould have dune. Bu' he had never meant to slate that 
any blame attached to Sir John Moore on that account. 
Lod Grenville did not think any apolegy necessasy for 
an interruption, which had for it obpci to remexe an 
impression that blame was impated by the noble secretary 
to ibe gaHant officer, whose rpemory the country had se 
mach reason to revere. But cestainly the noble carl had 
made that impression, and still left #, upou his mind, that 
be thought blame was imputable to Sir John Moore. He 
coniended, however, that no blame wha‘ever would at- 
tach to Sir Johan Moore. It was the duty of the kings 
minister in Spain to transmit home officiall, all ducuments 
of this description. He begged of noble lords, however, 
to keep their minds open for the discussion. As to Ahe 
objeciion of the noble eark ty the production of the letters 
Texpecting the formation of the regency im Portugal, that 
it would be detrimental to the public serviee, that, un- 
Aoubtediy, closed hia mouth; bui, as to the obscrvations 
that these papers would have no reference to the opesa- 
tivus in Spain, he was prepared to contend that the mea- 
qures taken respecting the Portuguese regency, had a 
fatal infuence upon the campaign in Spain. Ue should 
not, thee say mare upon this subject, but be could not 
avoid entering his protest against the assertion that the 
question respectivg the Portuguese regeacy- had mebhing 
ta do wilh the campaign in Spain. 
| Viscouns Sidmouth noi only thought that the danger 
of detriwent to the public service was a goog ground for 
withbolding the production of these papers, but felt that 
aAhere was even astronger ground which had been stated 
ona former night by the noble secretary, namely, that 
is. waa the. wish.of the Portuguese. mipistcra here, through 
whom goverment yeceiyad these papers, that they should 
Rot-ke pabliahed. ’ 
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Earl Grey observed, that when a secretary of state de- 
clared that the production of certain papers would be a 
detriment to the public service, that declaration was suf- 
' ficient to stop him in calling for them. ' But if it should 

appear upon the face of the business, that: there was not - 
much reason to apprehend any such consequence from. 
their production, he thought he should be justified in 
asking of the noble secretary to shew what probable 
yrounds there were for supposing that any injury would 
be sustained by the public service from their produc- 
tion. He was himself at a loss to conceive any detriment 
that could result to the public service from the produce 
tion of these papers. ; 

The Earl of Liverpool repticd, that the first know- 

Jedge which the British government had of the armistice 
and convention, was derived from the Portuguese mi- 
ister; and as the motion would go to the production of 
the whole of this correspondence, both the letter to Sir 
Hew Dalrymple and its enclosures, he would not agree 
to it. The noble earl might easily conceive an objection 
to the production of these documents, relative to a con- 
vention, which the British and Portuguese governments 
beth disapproved of. 
_ * Earl Grey—As the noble secretary's objection was to the 
production of the enclosures, he asked whether he would 
have apy objection to the production of so much of Lord 
Castlereagh's letter to Sir Hew Dalrymple, as related ta 
the impression +nade upon his majesty’s government by 
the convention ! 

The, Earl of Licerpool replied, that the objection res 
mained in full force, as the letter was merely the vehicle 
of transmission for the enclosures. : 

The Earl of Buckinghamshire could not-conceive what 
objection there could be to the productjon of the letter 
of Lord Castlereagh to Sir Hew Dalrymple. .As the go- 
vernment disapproved of the convention, it was in justice 

due to Sir Hew Dalrymple, that the grounds of that dis- 
approbation, as communicated to him, should be laid be- 
fore the House. Notwithstanding this disapproval of the 
convention, ministers had on the receipt of the intelli- 
gence ordered the guns to be fired. | 

Lord Grensilie contended, that the refusal to produce 
this paper was contrary to all the noble lord’s profes- 
sions. iyery man who should know the motion, would 
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ask. himself what possible injury could result to the public 
service from the production of a document, shewing what 
impression the convention had made upon bis majesty’s 
government. 

_ The Earl of Licerpaol stated, that the imprésston upon 
his majesty’s ministers, when first they heard of the cone 
vention, ‘inclined them not to believe it. He also justi- 
fied the firing the guns, on the ground that even though 


- blame might have attached to the officers concerned, the 


evacuation ofthe terrilory of an ally was a justifiable 
ground for such a demonstration. 

Viscount Sidmouth qbserved, that they had it from the 
highest authority, that the convention had disappointed 
the hopes and expectations of (he nation. 

The question was then put on the amendment sug- 
gested by Earl Grey, to Jeavé out the words “* with its 
enclosures,” when the amendment was negatived without 
a division, as was also the original motion. The other 
motions to which the Earl of Liverpool had assented 
were agreed to. Whilst strangers were excluded, Earl 
Grey fixed his motion, respecting the Campaign in Spain, 
for an early day after the ho iJays.—Adjourned. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


FRIDAY, MARCH 24, 


Sir 1’. Curtis obtained leaye to bring in a bill for re 
moving Smithfield matket to the present site of Bagnigge 


Wells. 


Mr. Mellish obtained leave to bring in a bill for incor 
poratinge a gas-light company in London. These bills 
were brought in and passed in some of the forms, and 
rejected. 

Mr. H. Thornton presented the fourth report of the 
finance committee. Ordered to be printed. 

The accomptant general from the bank of England pre- 
sented an account of the riumbet and sum of bank notes of 
the company issued from February 1, 1808, ¢o the like 
day in 1809. Ordered to be printed. 

An officer from the exchequer presented an account of 
the funded debt of Great Britain, as it stood on the Ist 
.February 1809. Ordered tolie on the table. =. 


‘ 
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SPANISH PAPERS. 


Lord Temple said, that on looking over the papers laid 
before the House, fespecting the British army in Spain, 
he found the subject tivolved so wide a ficld for discus- 
sion, and so mary documents were still deficient for which 
it would be necessary to move, in order to give the House 
falter information preparstoty to the debate on the subject, 
that he deemed it expedient to postpone the question, of 
which te had given notice for Tuesday next, until after 
. the Faster holidays. 

Mr. Whitbread, on this account, postponed in like 
manner his notice for Tuesday. . 

PLACE BROKERS. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer gave notice of a mos 
fion on Monday, agreeable to his former promise, for 
Jeave to bring in a bill to correct abuses in the disposal of 
places under the crown by brokers. 


NERAL CLAVERING, 


My. HV. Wynd moved that General Clavering, now in 
the custody of the serjeant at arms, be commitied to hie 
majesty’s gaol of Newgate, and thal the Speaker clo issue 
his warrant for that purpose. The question was put and 
agreed to without opposition. . 

he order of the day was then read for the second read 

’ ing of the militia completion bill. 
rd A. Hamilton opposed the bill, upon the ground 
that it was in direct violation of the pledge given to the 
‘country by a similar bill of 1807, in which the people were 
assured that no ballot should again take place before the year 
4810. He, as ane of the lientenancy of the county where 
he resided, had, on proposing the last ballot, repeated 
this pledge to the people on the faith oF the former bill, 
and He asked with whrat face could he, or the other gene - 
tlemen of thie county, who must be called on to carry the 
ballot under this bill into effect, again address the same 
-people, after such a breach of faith with them? He con- 
Madea by moving an amendment, “ That the bill be read 

a second fime this day three months.” — 

Mr Gilesargued that this bill was not only a dircct breach 
of faith with the country, but it was opposing a system of 
“ oppression, injustice, ans! enormous ex prnce against the or- 


dinary and regular system of recruiting ; for lie conténded © 


-———~=y - 
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that between the bounty paid to the militia recrnit for en- 
tering that service in the first instance, out of the public 
purse, the extra bounty that must be paid by the balloted 
man to his substitute, and the subsequent bounty that must 
be paid to the militia soldier for volunteering into the liwé, 
the disposable force of the country must be required at the 
enormous average of 251. per man. [t was acknowledgetl 
by Mr. Pitt, on his ‘abandoning, to a certain extent, the 
balloting system for increasing the militia, that it was be- 
cause he found it nugatory as to the original principle of 
a militia force; for that not above one balloted man in 
twenty. served in person, bat by substitute ; and therefore 
it im posed an enormoas barthen 6n the balloted indi- 
vidual, by sending into the market 19,000 competitors for 
substitutes, and thas raising the bounties in many places 
1s high as forty-five guineas per man. This again coun- 
teracted the recruiting f:r the fine, and imposed a most 
dbormons ex pence upon the sountry. ; 
Mr. Bastard said, he could not conceive what was bé- 
come of all those men who had last year been raised from 
the militia, and by other means. If they had been lost on 
the continent, it became necessary to inquirein what man- 
ner, aficr it had been said that our total Joss there.was 
not more than 500 men. He thought this tode of #- 
ducing men from thd miititia the most impoliti¢ that could 
be devised,’ for the militia officers will nevet exert fhem- 
selves to enlist men not to serve in the militia but in the 
line. If it was the intention of the House to get rid of thé 
militia, it were best to do it manfully at once, and not pass 
a bill which must overburthen a particular cluss, — vik. 
the landed intefest. He hoped the Héuse would have 
teore justice than to do this. 
A division took place: 
For the stcond reading - - - 4§ 
For the ameridment - + + « 


Majofity - - 4 4 + W@ 


Adjourned to Monday. 


omeenahencp 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
"MONDAY, MARCH 27. } 


Leva Liverpool: Ixid on the table a copy of fit tfexty 
e ‘Lit. 


a antity and alliance with Spa 


Von. IUl.—1809. C 


* 
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CAMPAIGN IN SPAIN. 


Earl Grey gave notice, that on the 18ih of next month 
he would make a motion on the subject of the late cam 
paiga in Spain and Portugal. 

Lord Liverpool said he would be happy to learn from 
the voble lord the purport and extent of his motion. 

Earl Grey said, that he had not yct made up his mind 
as to the particular shape in which he should put the 

‘motion, but it would embrace the whole of the conduct 
of the campaign in Spain and Portugal, -and, of course, 
the condact of ministers, as far as it related-to the mi-- 
litary opcrations in these countries. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS... 


_ MONDAY MARCH 27. 


- Mr. Davies Giddy presented the Highgate archway bill, 
-Read the first time, and ordered forthesecond reading. ~ 


SWEDEN,. 


Mr. ¥Whitbread rose to ask the right bonaurable ger- 
tleman whether the news in circulation ‘relative to a re- 
. volution in Sweden was true, and also whether any, and 
_ bow much, of the subsidy granted to Sweden under a 
treaty latcly in negotiation with that government had 
been actually paid. . | 
. ‘Mr. Secretary Canning answered, that with respect to 
the first part of the honourable gentleman's question, he 
was not now prepared to give him any accurate infor- 
mation ; and with respect to the latter, he could only say 
that the House was aware that a treaty of subsidy and al- 
liance was, tor some time, in negotiation between his ma- 
jésty and the king of Sweden, in consideration of which, 
the House had. vated a subsidy, to be advanced in cer- 
tain proportions monthly, to his Swedish majesty; that 
the treaty had.been for some time concluded, and only 
waited for the definitive signature of his Swedish m&jéesty, 
which it had since received » and a copy would have been 
laid before the House this day, but for the intelligence 
alluded to by the honourable: gentleman, which had 
reached this country. -He therefore deferred, for a few 
“aye longer, to lay it before the House, when, in all pro- 
Dability, it would come accompanied by some commy- 


t 
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nication from bis massty. With respect to the sad- 
diary advances, they had act beea cared iniv ciect 
beyond their natural period. 

IMPEISOSED PUBLISHERS. 


- Mr. Whitbread rose, ami said be heh! ia his band a 
peiton, signed H. H. White, a prisoner in the gaol of 

, er, under the sentence of his majesty's court et 
hine’s Bench, in consequence of a coaviciion of the pub- 
lication of a libel; and another petition from a person 
named Hast, confined in the geol of Gloucester under a 
similar sentence, and far the same offence. For the ve- 
racity of the circumstances alledged in these petitions be 
did not undertake to vouch; but he considered red it his 
daty, as a mensber of parliament, to comply with the re- 
quest of the peues In presenting to that House the peti- 
uon of any British sabject, when couched im respectful 
and decoroas language, mpre ially upon a sudjcet so 
nearly concerning the liberties of every individual. The 
petition complained not only of informality in the pro- 
ceedings of the court upon the petitioners’ trial, bat of 
extreme hardship and severity sustained in prison since 
their commitment, and which he shoald -hope it never 
could have been the intention of the court ta inflict. If 
these aljegations were founded, they ought to be inquired 
into, in order that they might be redressed; and if they 
were untrue, it was right, nevertheless, that they should 
be stated, in order to give an opportunity for their dis- 
proof, that the public:might really know the facts; not 
only as they concerned the petitioners, but every British 
snbject. He moved that the’ petition“be now received. 
It was accordipgly received and. read. It was of con- 
siderable length, and signed by H. H. Whito. It stated 
that the netilioner was proprictor ofa Sunday newspaper, 
galled, The Independant Whig, published in Warwick- 
square, London; and that in’ consequence of certain let- 
ters published in the said newspaper in December 1807, 
and Jauuary {808, alleged to be libellous, proceedings were 
commenced against him by his majesty’s attorney-ene-- 
ral, ex officio, in-his majestys court of King’s Bench, 
and that the information filed thereupon did not alle 
that any part of the said letters so stated ty be libel- 
Jous,: was untrue, which circumstance was contrary to 
the legal usage of the said court; as, for above thirty 
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years, nb information has been filed in thet conrt 
for any publication alleged to be libellous, wherein such 
ublication was not also stated to he false. That in see. 
ting a special jury for the trial of the said charge, the 
choice of the pannel was not left to the sheriff, as it ought 
to have been, conformably to the constitutional adminise 
tration and usage of the laws of England ; but was left ta’ 
the mas'er of the crown-office, who had thereby a power 
of activg partially in the selection of jutors, which was 
accordingly the case: for the jurors nominated and same 
moned were not called upon for their fines, as is usual in 
such frials, but their names passed over, upon a mere ale 
Jegement that they could not attend: that such practice 
wad subversive of the constitutional administration of the 
laws of England, which, in order to secure impartial jue 
yies, réquire that’ no sub-sheriff shall act for two yeare in 
bhccession, lest, by knowing intimately the jurors of his 
bailiwick, he should be thereby enabled to make a pare 
tial selection. That ‘the petitioner, when convicted by 
such jary, was sentenced to a panishment ngt only equat 
to, but’ greafer than in the generality of other cases 
wherein the publication charged has pot been proved 
to be false. That the petitioner was committed to Dor. 
chester Raal, instead: of being, 48 he ought, committed to 
the custudy: of the sheriff of the bailiwick wherein he was 
convicted, |he magistrates of the couhty of Dorset having 
no power in such tase, bat under. a partial exercise of the 
Jaw. "That submitting these circumstances to the wisdom 
of that honourable House, he begged further to state, that 
af the time of his committal, on (he 6th of July, 1808, he 
as in‘a dahgetous state of: health, i ¢ertificate of ‘which ~ 
was produced: {rom an éntipént physician ; notwithstand- 
ing which; ‘he continued ‘for the first three months of his 
imprisonment, ‘confined (d'a small apartment, without the 
henefit of frec ait, except for about balf an hour each day 
in a Confined space,“ crowded with persons imprisoned for 
smuggling’ aid other dffertces,;'and that being affected 
“witha bilious corirplaint in his head, the circular dircction 
in which he'was obliged‘to walk, in a space so confined, 
greatly affected him. ~ That he applied to the magistrates 
fo be alldweéd té walk in the gardem ‘of ‘the prison, a li- 
berty which had been granted to Mt. Gilbert Wakefield 
nc? Mr. Redhead Yorke when confined there; but that 
thie liberty was positively refused to him, yatil, through 
Seen. . we. woo - ‘ : ‘. es ts . a: 
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the interference of a humane magisirate, he was allowed, 
siace the month ef Octaber lest, to walk in the garden for 
a quarter of sn hour per day accompanied by the gaoles, 
That he had a wife and two children, with whose company 
and attendance he was desirons ‘0 be indulsed during hig 
il-state ef health; but ihat this cansojation wag rclused 
him, until after the interference of the humane magisirate 
before-meatiqned, and since that time ihcy were only ad- 
mitied to him three days in a week, and this at a late houg 
of the day, which considerably shortercd the time of theig 
gantiinuance wiih him ; and finally, that by the expences 
of removiag his wife asd children tq such a distance fram 
London, and the charges of finding for them a separate 
yesidence, he was involyed in expences more heavy and 
severe than the cout would have inflicted, had hia punish 
ment bees awarded in the way of fine. Submitting, 
therefore, the premises, he prayed such ‘relief as to tbe 
wisdom of the Hoyse should seem meet. - 
Mr. Calcraft said, that asa magistrate of Dorset, and 
knowing something -cf this business, he felt it his- duty to 
state what he kngw to the House. In consequence of 
pame representations made fo bim by a warthy member of 
that House, he was induced to visit Mr. White, whe 
stated tp him that in his ill state af health he wished to be 
indulged by the admission of bis wife; and upon his 
(Mr. Calcraft’s) inquiring of the gaoler, he was inform 
ever since Mr. White came there, his wift and son were 
admitted several’ hours in the day, and during his iilness, 


. 


“gonstantly by day and by night, and since that regularly 


for eight hours a day, six days in the week. He then com- 
nined of the confined space in which he was allowed to 
fae the air for an hour cach dav, and expressed a wish to 
Rave the same indulgence of walking in the garden as Mr. 
Gilbert Wakefield and Mr. Redhead Yorke; but, upon 
application to thé magistrates for this purpose, their an- 
awer was, that he conld not be ablawed this indulgenc 
because Mr. ‘Gilbert Wakefield had made a very bad 
ase of it; for the garden communicated with several parts 
of the gaok, and ho employed thie indulgence in exciting 
disturbances among the prisoners. They however agre 
that Mr. White ‘should take the air in the garden for an 
‘hour per day, aceowpanicd by the goaler or some trusty 
‘person, either alt at ence, or-in such divisions as he chose. 
This ho communicated to Mr. White, who expressed him 


gt 
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If perfectly satisfied and thankful, and promised that.if 
e should have any future cause of complaint, he would 
communicate it fo him (Mr. Calcraft); and as to his al- 
Jegement of close, confined, and -unwholesome apartments, ’ 
he could only say, that although the gaol’ was not pro- 
vided with apartments on purpose for persons of his de- 
scription, yet as there was no female debtors now in the 
_ prison, he was accommodated with the apartments allotted 
for them ; and that the room in which he was lodged, was 
as airy and comfortable as any he himself had eyer occu- 
. pied inany of his majesty’s Sarracks where he had been 
quartered. He therefore lamented that Mr. White shoukd 
have suffered himself to be prevailed on to present such a 
petition. . _ 
- The Speaker, on looking at the petition, felt it neces- 
sary to apprize the House, that there appeared on the face 
of ‘it several erasures and interlineations, and therefore, in 
point of form, it could not be cqnsidered as the petition of 
the person who signed it. 7 
Mr. Whitbread said he was not conscious of any infor- 
mality in these circumstances ; the erasures and alterations 
were made by the son of the petitioner, who had delivered 
¢he paper to him. He would, however, with. the leave of 
the House, withdraw the petition, on the ground of ity 


informality.—Leave given, 
CAPTAIN SANDON. | 


Mr. John Fane presented a petition from Captain Hux- 
ley Sandon, .now a prisoner in Newgate by order of the 
House. This petition was read, and. respecifully sub- 
mitted to the consideration of the House the long service of 
the petitioner ; in the last and_present war, on the Spanish 
main, in the West Indies, on the Cantinent, under his 
Royal Highness the Duke of York, and lately in the 
Spanish campaign, including a period of thirty-two years, 
in which he had acquitted himself with honour and fide- 
lity; was wounded, and had lost an eye -in the service ; 

and never had incurred the slightest imputation upon his 
~ honour or conduct, until he had lately: the misfortune te 
fall under the displeasure of that honourable House. That 
the circumstances which subjected him to that displeasure, 
was not the effect of deliberate intention, but arose from a 
deranged state of mind, resulting in the first instance from: - 
a concussion of his brain, received. some years since by 4 
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fall down a precipice, in which his horse was killed, and 
the excessive fatigues of body and-.mind he had under- 
gone in three whole nights attendance on that Honase, 
which bewildered his understanding, and betrayed him 
into the unfortanate misconduct which brought on him 
the displeasure ef that House, and for which he was 
extremely sorry, and implored. forgiveness. That deeply 
sensible of his error, he would not sooner presume to ob: 
trude himself to the notice of the House ; but that now, 
after an imprisopment of five weeks, and being in a dan- 
geyous state of health, as by certificate of his physician 
would appear, he humbly submitted his case, and im- 
plored forgiveness and liberation. . 

Doctor Lyod’s certificate of the petitioner’s ill health 
- ‘was then read. 

Ordered,‘ that Captain Huxley Sandon be brought to 
the bar of this House to-morrow, in. order to his being 


discharged. 
EXPORTS TO AMERICA. 


Mr. Rose stated, from an account which had been pre- 
sented to the House of the general return of the exports 
and imports for the year ending the 5th of January, 
1809, that notwithstanding the embargoes and other mea- 
sures of the American government, that the exports of 
British manufactures for the last year exceeded that of the 
preceding year by nearly a million and a half, and that it 
had been very nearly equal to the best years which the 
country had ever known. 

Mr. Whitbread said, that when the right honourable 
gentleman was mentioning ‘‘ notwithstanding the embargo 
and acts of the American government,” he should have 
added, and notwithstanding the orders in council and acts 
of the govtrnment with which he himself was connected. 

Mr. Baring was astonished, that the right honourable 
gentleman could talk about the prosperity of our manu- 
factures, at a time that the distresses of the manufacturers 
were so notorious. and unprecedented. -_ 

’ Mr. Rose thought it astonishing; that it should be re- 
presented as an insult to any body, to state the truth from 
an official pape, on the table of that House. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer was surprized, that 
whenever any statement was made, which was flattering 
to the country, there were many gentlemen who appearefl 
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. Immediately to take the alarm. He could not-adcount 
for this on any other principte; Maw that gemiemenweho - 
bad irdalged a prophetio spirt, and foand: tremabves 
dina pointed’ in the fulfilment of their prophecies, might 
be on that account supposed te feel-no esnall. mostifi- 
cation. soto ae 
Lord H. Petty obsdrved, thet it-was not the mererstate- 
mient of the right honourable geatlenrany but the. trinia ph 
which he expressed ovér the arguments. of ébose, «who 
always thought difereatly npon the subject which dew 
forth these obseevations. aa 
oe LOCAL MILITIA. og 
Lord Cadtlereagh rose, in consequence of a-ngivee pm a 
former day, to move for leave to bring in a bill to. amend 
- the rnct which petsed in the Inst seasjon, with sespect fo 
the local militia. In the few observatioas he shawld have 
{o offer, he had great pleasure in taking notice.ef two very 
material points, namely, the favourable reception whic 
the measure had met with all over the country, and. the 
great exertion of the country gentlemen (without any dis- 
tinction of politics or party)-to carry 46 inte effect... There 
were now 950 reginients ‘of lecal militia, consisting, on an 
average, of 800 nren each battalion.. The total number of 
lecal -mititia in- England and-:Scotlend was 195,161, of 
which 125,000 lad transferred their eervices from the vo- 
junteers. The principal alterations he proposed were, that 
the bounty should be reduced from two guineas a man to 
one guinea, and that it should not be icvied by local as- 
ssament: The otlier alterations were, that the men should 
be meurcheé cet of the coeanties into an adjoining. county, 
‘fer the cohverience: of: texining, and that officers’ com- 
misstons ekould not be-chasged ‘with stamp duties. . He 
also took occasion io mention, that it was in the intention 
of goscrament to equalize the allowances to the yeoman 
eavairy. At the present the home allowance was five gui- 
news, and the August aHowance Duttwo: It was intended 
to make them both five géineas. He concluded by mey- 
ing fot leave to briag in bis bill, . ee 
: GALE QF OFFICES. 
bring he bills of hich beh before orig . 
- bring in the bi whic ‘had ven moties, to 
jprevent.ihe sale of ofiess, and brokersgs theres, , 
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‘ti the House had more information on the sub 
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Lord Felhestone considered that it would have been 
better for the right heneurable gentleman to have wai 





motion, of which he had given notice, would probably 
jead te that information. : 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, he considered 
that the mensere must be useful, whatever the extent of 
these abuses were. The case of Mrs. Clarke would not 
be reached by the bill, though he wished the bill to reach 
that description of cases in future. He thought, there= 
fore, no time ought to be lost in bringing ip the bill. 

r. Parnell said, if the honourable gentleman made 
thet criminal by this bill which now was pot so, it would ia 
& great measure put an end to the inquiry which the noble 
ford intended to bring forward; as no person would answet 


' questions that might render themselves liable to the pe- 


nalties of the bill. 

‘The Attorney General said that objection had no weight, 
as the bill was to have no retrospect, and, therefore, 
every one's evidence would stand on the same footing as 
on, late J ity. . ’ 

Leave was given to bring in. the bill. 

This bill was lost in the Committee by a majority of 14 
io &, it was afterwards recommitted, but on a motion for 
its being engrossed, it was rejected by the Houne. ° 


HOUSE OF COMMONS 
TUESDAY, maRncH ZS. : 


A person from the Admiralty presented an account o 
the fees paid for licetces granted to private ships to carry ' 

ns, and for three months protections to boats and barges, 
for five years past. Ordered to lie on the table. 


“CAPTAIN SANDON. | 


- Mr. John. Fane moved the order of the day for bring- 
saptain Sandon to the bar of the House, in order to 
his being discharged. 

He was accordingly brought to the bar, when the 
Speaker addressed him to the following purport :— 

“© Captain Huxley Sandon, This House having entered 
ttpon a solemn ‘Inquiry, of ‘the utmost importance to the 
atta\nisteation of the army, amd the deepest concern to 
the \ honour of the illustrioas Commandcr-in-chief, 
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apou were calied'on to give evidence before « Committee 
Jef this honourable House,' touching the matter in issue; 
end in: the course of your examination, thie Hons! has 
judged y ilty of crogg prevarication. is offence, 
ett times destructive of the ust authority and privileges 
Jof this honeurdble Hoyse, and subversive’ of the common 
‘sanctions of civil socicty, has been by you considerably 
egetavated from the mikitary character and profession 
you filled, a character of which truth and honour should 
aver be the isseparable distiactions ; that character has 
been by you degraded, you have fallen from its high 
. Signity, aad you have closed a long course of corrupt 
" practices by your incurring for your crime the censute 
and punishment which this House i its justice has in- 
flicted. Nayertheless, this House, in consequence of the 
shame-and sorrow whieh you have expressct!, and taking 
compassion on the broken state of health under whick it 
‘alleged yea are now suffering, bas ordered you to be 
Scchanged 3 and you now ave discharged accordingly; 


ne ur fees.”” 
* re Whitbread moved, that the reprimand of Captain 
- Huxley Sandon be ctestd pen tlic journale. Ordered 


y ; . 

The House resotved into a Committee te considcr the 
expedicngy of further exicodiag the intand navigation of 

reland. 

Sir Arthur Wellesley, urged forcibly on the considerae 
tion of the Gammittee the expediency of extending those 
nayigations, not merely for the local ad vantage of Ireland, 

- where, however, they would be bighly beacficial, but for 
> facilitating the supply of this country with the agricul- 
“thral produce of that, by opcuing a more ready and ad- 
vantageous communication betwee the intcrior and the 
sea coasts. Such, however, was the state of capital 
amongst the great balk of.the community there, that it 
was not to be expected a purpose, ever se devirable, coald 
bé -carried into any considerable effect by the funds of 
individuals. Great abuses, he would allow, had hereretoe 
fore obtained in'the'ex penditare of public money for such 
undertakings in Ireland; but therc- was no national pur- 
pose for which ‘public money could be expdnded with so 
mouch positive advantage, if under prepéer management 
-and controul. A sum of 500,000/. had been voted in: the 
‘last session of the Irish parliament for this purpeary and 
a board of five commissioners appointed te aaperintend 


em —_ 
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the plans proposed, and the disbursements of sums issued 
for inland navigation. This. board: had been indefatiga-. 
ile in their exertions. He therefore intended to propose 
a bill for the further advancement of the inland navigation 
in Ireland ; the object ef which would be, to continue the- 
sewards of the inland navigation board, chargeable upon 
the cogsolidated fund. He moved that the chairman be 
instructed to ask for leave to bring in tke bill. . 

_ Sir Jokn Newport fully coincided io the atility of pro- 
moting inland navigation ia Ireland; but denied the ne- 
cessity of carrying the system on, undct paid commision- 
ers thefe, any more than in England, or in Scotland, 
where gentlemen- were found with patriotism and public - 
spirit enough te give their aid in superintending such 
wotks, witheut fee. or rewasd. it was easfing an inguli- 
ous and degrading reflectéoa en the en of Ireleds 


. 4pauppose that equal patriotism and public spirit were. 


not.to ‘be found in that country, and ina besinesr sb preg- 
nant with local advantages. As to the.500,G0QL vetad. 
hy the'lrish parliament at the Unies, the-Cain mittee W 

be astomished whea be teld hem the pregrcas made in the 
last eight years in a business of so emuch aationst: 

ance. It appeared by the inst refurna,- tliat the whole. 
sum drawn since the anion was 27 ,90Q.. ‘The :oharge for 
superiitending dhe expenditure foe which waq 6,100/. . 
which it coat the public for expending.21,8001. Tada. 


’ this these were five commissioners, with a eéctetary, ar 


accountait, a clerk of the rhinutes, an engineer, twe- 
deputy engineers, and a law agent! They seemed: sselly! 
more anxious to prolong the time of expenditure of the 
500,000/. in erder to protract their own-sé#laries, than to 
aid the .purpeses of inland ravigation; and this was the 
purpose of the right honourable baronet’s bill rather than 
any real purpose of extending inland navigation, Ue was_ 
convinced that the formation of this board (as well as of 
many others in Ireland, equally expensjve, inciicient,, 
and unnecessary) was one of the measures 4o procuye sup- 


" porters. for the great measure. of the Unieu, But he. 


would appeal to the nable lard apposite to bim, who was. 
the father of that measure, whefber at was necessary to, 
continue such boards so long after the npeasure was’ 
carried ; agd to English and Scotch membets, against the, 
upnecessary. continyatiod of such an expenee, whereof 
their couutriés were to ‘pay fifleen-seventecnths. It was 
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at lenst-worth the experiment, to izy whether (here could, . -. 
not be found in Ireland gentlemen: of public spiritemqugh., . + 


tp superintend this business. Thevery.offer of pay wonld. 
disincline aay. man of character. or. independence -fyom . 


interfering, lest he should be degraded. He. considered. 
the caatinyation of the system to bean unequivocal jab, . 


and should therefore oppose it. eof, . , 
A long discussion thep tonk place between Sir Arthur. 
Plager, Sir John Newport. Mr. Foster; Mr. Parnell, 
. Mr. Windhan, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, ead 
at length the Committee divided; 
. Fog the bill 4}--Ageainst § 12-~Majority 29, . 


SPANISH PAPERS, 


- Lord Temple said, that he had withdrawn, till after 
the holidays, a motion of which he:had viven notice, for 


copies of letters written to Lord Castlereagh by Mr. Feere,- - 


* General Stewart, Sir David Baird, and Sit John Moore, 
At the fime he postponed his motion, it was on the idea 
that it would be opposed ; but, as the papers had been 
since laid upon the table of the ‘House of Lords, he sup- 
posed there conid be no objection to Iny them also before 
this House. He should, therefore, now move accordingly: - 
' The motion was agreed te without opprsition. ' 
- Lord Femple gave notice that he shoutd, very shortl 
after the holidays, call the attention of the House to the 
conduct of the war in in; and also ds (o that diple- 
matic instrament which lately appeared as the treaty 
between Spain and this country. 


CUSTOMS CORSOLIDATION BALL, . 


The House having resolved itself into a Committec, 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer proposed to the Com- 
mittee to extend. the principle of consolidating the daties, 
apd removing all fractional parts in the collection of them, 
by ralsing the duties, in such case, to the next integral 
number, He wished that this sys(em, from which much - 
bencfft had been derived, by its introdaction into the col-- 
lection of the taxes, which formed the consolidated fund, 
should be also extended to the war taxes, which were now 
about a third part of the amount. Among a number of 
gulations which he mentioned, he proposed to place 
panish and Portuguese tobacco on an equality, in point 


4 


° Ww 


~ 


——s 


of duties; with tobacco coming from any other place: 
He alse propesed raising ‘the duty on -'lurkey carpets - - 
accortlingto their sise, oa ‘which- their actual vatue printi- 


pally depentied. He also should agteaterequal- - - 
ty on the ddties of brimstone, Nhether i came in the: 


rough state, in wdlls, .or in flour. He calculated that by 
the different regulations which he would propose, the re- 
venud' wild gain about’ 990,008/. a-year, 190,000. of 


which: woald be from the alterdtion of the system ia the ‘+ 


“Hie thes proposed, come’ resolgtiode to that effect 
e then pr some to thi in 
Committee, which were agvev@ to,- Adjoarmed. a 


_, HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
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Mr’ Madocks gave notice, that, immediately after the 
gecess, he should bring forward some resolutions on the 
subject of paxliamentary reform. 

i MR. HENBY WHITE. 


Mr. -Caleraft tose te correct a sisterent in his apeck 
of a former night, upon the petition of Mr. Heary White, 


@ prisoner.in Dorchester gael, under the sentence of his | | 


majesty’s court of King’s Bench, for a libel. The honowr- 
able member said, that-he bad stated by mistake on the 
former night, that Mc. White was allowed the privilege of 
walking one hour per day in the garden of the priaua 
but he since found, that the privileged time was limited 
fo half an hour per day. ' 


IRISH REVENUE COLLECTORS. 


Sir John Newport rosa to call the atieation of the House 
to the subject of the balanecs improperly suffered to re- 
main in the hands of the collectors of revenue in Ireland, 
notwithstanding the repeated remonstrances which bad 
been made on ihat subject, and the repeated promises 
given that a apecies of negligence 60 nant with basard 
to the pablic shonld be effectually checked. But-instead 
of any effectual measure having been. adopted to check 
this systean, he found it rather in progressive increase, as. 
would, appear from the successive statements of those 
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balanees for the last five years ; for instance, the balances 
ie the hauds of the collectors, at the commencesent of thie 


following. years, steod thus : 
-+ $805. - s+ - £223,500 
1866 ° - = _ 259,800 
_ 1807 . - - e = 064,000 
. 4808, about e - 200 mere. - 
. 1809 “ ae 295 AS " 


Of coume in five years there was an augmentation of the 
balances, so: suffered to remain, of 78,0.08.; aad if the 

slem went on indressing fer a few years more, it mast 
absorb the. whole.covenue of the kingdom. Was it; he 
would ask, right that the public money should be thus 
suffered to sink into the pockets of individuals, and thus 
be lost to the public. If he adtéried te the: state of ba- 
lances in the hande ef collectoss in Logland, he found it 
far otherwise ; for it appeared by the last accounts te 
which he had an opportunity of recurring, that the whole 
batance in the hands of the land assessed tax collectors wag - 
but 150,000J. -He concluded with moving-an adlilrcss to” 
his majesty in conformity with the sentiments he had ex- 
P ° 


r 
Mr. Foster said be hada mcasere in conéemplaBbn, 
which, would answer the right honourable baronet’s elject, 
who he hoped upon this assurance woald be di fos 
the present to withdraw bis motion. mt 
Six John Newport accordingly withdr¢w bis motion, 
Mr. Huskisson moved for a new writ for the election 
of a member for Newport, in the- Isle of Wight, in the 
room of Sir Atthur Wellesley, who ‘had accepted the’ 
Chiltern Hundreds. ; 
_ Sir Samuel Romilly moved the order of the day for thé 
second reading of the baukraptey iaws.umendment bill. 
Mr. Jacob, though he agreed in the necessity of some 
bill on the subject, thought the’ present’ defective in‘ many. 
joints, upon which he should leave to suggest some 
fits for the adoption of the right honourable and learned 
gentleman. Of these principal ones were, the omission 
to provide for the expences of commisstoners and assirnees 
obliged to attend inquiries touching the bankrupt’s effects’ 
in parts of the Kingdem remote from tlhe metropolis ; and 
that part of the bill, which permits the commissioners tq. 
charge 20 per cent. upon all monies of the bankrifpt’s’ 
estate; remalning in the hands of the assignees, after notice 
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to" Py. e sum into the bands of a banker for the 
creditors’ account. He agreed in ‘the justice of the prin- 
ciple; bpt. to empower ihe commissioners arbitrarily to 
exact such a penalty wiibout the interference of a:jury, 
was. what.he sheuld not have expected from the heneurable 
anil learned gentlemag. But, after all, he thought the 
bill should be entitled .a bill for increasing the namber of 
bankrupts. Of all classes of inaobwemt debtors, he consis 
dered -bankru pis-the least benest. It appeared they were 
only as one ig five to the whole mumaber of imsalvents: Out 
of the last 16,000, it appeaned there ware onty 6,597 uncer- 
tified, and of-this oumber there were oaly thirteen remain. 
ing uuder execution in. the Kiog’s Beneh, aad not: mdré 
than a like number in all the other prisons of the.king- 
dom. He would ask, then, was it worth the while of the 
House to legislate by a bill of this sort, for the mike of 
merely taking twenty-six such men out of the discretion 

Sir S. Romilly sail, that as ne boneusable mem berbad 
7 all entered into,an opposition of the bill, it wentd nd 
be necessary for him to trespass further on the House; 
than just to make one or two observations on what had 
fallen from the honourable gentleman respecting particular 
parts of it. .He thanked the honourable gentleman very 
sincerely for the seyeral pints he had thrown out, and 
should be very much obliged to every honourable member 
who would lend ‘him his assistance in making the bill as 
much ‘on athendment of the present bankrapt laws, as 
timeand circumstances would allow. He had receivetl, 
he inight almost say, namtberless communications on the 
subject from persons out of doers, for many of which he 
fekt himself. highly indebted to those who sent them, buf 
they were so many, that the whole of fis time which was 
not taken up by bis professional duties, would not be 
méScieni to ackugwiedge the receipt of them. He was, 
however, much obliged by every hint on the'subjcct, and 
would endeavour to. make such use of the communications 
made to him; as would, in his opinion, most benefit the' 
pablic by the amendments he should make to the bill in 
its ofiginal fame. “When he brought it into the House, 
he was pot so much of a knight errant as to suppose it 
would.be.in. his power to remedy alt the defects: in the: 
bankrupt laws ; but such as appeared to him tp be most 
- glaring and most misphievous, he flattered himself be 


” 
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might be able to reaeh. He was rather surprised the 
hon. gentleman should think the bill would in the least 
trench upon the triat by jury, for in the cases alluded to 
by him, as to penalties oa the assignees, there would be 
nothing fer a jury to ys and to summon a jury for the 
purpose, would only be enlancing expences to a very 

degree, whieh could not possibly benefit any one 
t these of the froteasion to which he had the honour to 
belong. The mittee would, however, be the time . 
fot all those amendments to be brought forward’, md be 
assured tite honeurdble gentleman that he would then be 
much obliged to him for his assistance, in rendering the 
bili as ct as the nature of circumstances would admit. 

. ‘Khe bill was then read a second time. 
| The Chancellor of the Exchequer them gave notice thas 
he would move that the House dv at its rising adjourn to 
Tuesday se’nnight. a | 

After the return of the Speaker from the Houxe of Lords, 
where the hi he assent, by commission, kad been given 
to several ills, the House adjourned to Tuesday the 1th 
® 2 pri e 


@n=eneenbhe 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
TUESDAY, aPaty Il. 
PRINTING OF PAPERS. 


. The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, that previous to 
the recess he had given notice that he would, on an early 
day, move for the revision of a motion made by an ho- 
noarable admiral (Sir C. Pole) forthe printing the report. 
of the commissioners of naval revision, and a notice on 
that subject stood for this day. He had, however, con- 
versed with the honourable baronet on the subject since 
he came into the House, aad understanding from kim that. 
he would he content with the report itself, without the 
' appendix, which is very voluminous, he should haye ag 
objection to the honourable admiral’s motion to that ex- 
tent. He could not, however, avoid mentioning the vast 
expence which the public was put to in the article of 
printing the papers of that Honse. Certainly, every 
member had a right to any paper laid on the table of that 
House, and where the whole, or part was actnally neces<+ - 
eary for the duc investigation of any matter to be brought, 
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_befare the House, it was right such papers, or parts of them, 
4 should be printed for the generalise and advantage of 
every imember’s being tn posseSsion of the subject: be 
hoped, however, that gentlemen would duly consuler how 
far any paper was really essential: before they moved for 
the printing of them. 

_ Sr. Pole said,-that lhe was never more surprized 
than when be saw the statement of the right honourable 
“gentleman'who had just sat down, that the printing tke 
ie port be had moted tor, would cost from 15 to 20,0004. 
“De had no idea of incurring’ even the twentieth part of 
that expence.” But as that was a teport of gentlemen 
: “who' had been chosen to revise the acts of others, who 
| had been previously appointed to inquire imo the trane- 
. actions of a most important department, he thought the 
‘printing the report would be highly necessary ; but as he 
found the appendix -was so very voluminous, he was wil- 
hing shat the order made on the motion, which he had 
’ Drought forward on a former night, should be discharged, 
‘and a fresh order made, cotnprehending only the report ; 
which was accordingly done, and a new order made, that 

the report be printed without the appendix. — 


“ djourned. 


» 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
»>WEDNESPAY, APRIL [2. 
we BREACH OF PRIVILEGE. 
- A division: having taken -place on a private bill, the . 
gallery was cleased, during which time, as we un- 
' dérstocd, . 

Sir C. Hamilton complained of a breach of privilege in 
the arrest of a member coming to the House. All we 
‘could cotfect‘on the-subject was, from what tell from the 
Speaker as’ we entered the gallery, who then observed, 
that the honoarable member -was right in bringing it for- 

| - Ward, that the sheriffs were tesponsible for the acts of 
| ‘their officers, and that when the matter was regularly 
' brought before the House, the offender w6uld, no doubt, 
be made’a proper example of. 
«: -Lord Folkestone rose, in pursuance of the notice he gave. 
‘ yesterday, to move for copies of certain proceedings in- 
Wak. if1.—2809. Is . 
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stituted in the Court cf: King’s Bench by the Attorney 
General against John Ogle, Esqe in 1800 or 1801. He 
stated, that from the information he had. received, he had 
understood that Colonet Ogle, in the year 1800 or ISO}, 
had. received a letter for raising a levy of men in Ireland ; 
that he procecded to carry the same into effect, in the 
course of which it appeared, that in many accounts pre- 
sented at the War-office, Colonel Ogle had been found 
guilty of wnal-practices, which rendered him liable to the 
charge of forgery and perjury. That in one of those 
years the Attorney General had filed an information in the 
Court of King’s Bench against Colonel Ogle, to which he 
had entered a plea of not guilty, which plea was, howcver, | 
withdrawn afterwards, and judgment by default went 
against him, so that he bad stood convicted of those 
‘crimes since ]801, and had never been browght up for 
judement, nor bad any further proceedings been beard 
on the subject. He therefore moved, for a copy of the 
information filed by the Attorney General in the Court of 
King’s Bench against John Ovle, Esq. in 1800 or 1801, 
and all legal proceedings had thereon. 

Mr. Yorke said that the affair of Coloncl Orle’s levy 
took place while he was at the head of the War-oflice, 
and as far as he had a recollection of the circumstance at 
present, the accounts were forwarded to General Gwynne, 
who was the inspecting general. Why the law proceed- 
ing was stopped, he did not know ; but in the War-oflice 
he recollected that Col. Ogle had been called on to enter 
into a bond of 10,000/. to pay such sums as should ap- 
‘pear against him in the final passing of his accounts. He 

ad no objection to the papers being produced. 

Sir John Newport pursuant to notice, moved, that 
there be laid before the House a copy of the order or war- 
rant appointing Beauchamp IIill, lésq. inspector general of 
excise in Ireland. The ground upon which he brought 
forward the motion was, that this gentleman had admit- 
ted in his examination before the canumissionersof inquiry, 
that whilst he was. an inspector uf excise, he used to re- 
ceive 20 guineas monthly from each distiller in his, dis- 
trict. Such conduct rendered bim unfit to hold any em- 
ployment, and yet, that gentleman had been since pro- 
moted to the office of inspector gencral of excise in Ireland. 

Mr. Foster and Mr. Croker did not mean to oppose 
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the motion, but could not forbear to give testimony to the 
merit and activity of Mr. Hill as an excise officer; at the 
same time, however, admitti.g (tat, in consequence of 
the smallness of the former salaries, not only he, but 
almost all the other officers of the excise in Irel nd 
had been in the habit of receiving fees contrary to law. 
That practice was now at an end, and it was only in cone 
sequence.of his exemplary activity that Mr. Hill had been 
promoted. 

After a few words from Sis John Newport, the motion 
was agreed to. , 

Sir John Newport then stated, that he had to move 
for one or two papers relative to the linen board in Ire- 
land, in order to com plete the series of papers already be- 
fore the House. When these papers should be produced, 
it was his intention to bring the whole subject betore the 
House, and to exhibit this board: and its constitution in 
their proper colours. ‘The honourable baronet concluded 
with moving, that there be laid before the House, copies 
of all returns made by the architect to the trustecs of ‘the 
linen board, with the date of their report thereon, together 
with an account of the woncy due to the artificers, aud of 
other claims outstanding; also a copy of the statement 
made in February or March last, relative to repairs, and 
an account of all outstanding demands upon. the funds of 
the linen board. , 

Mr. Foster did not mean to oppose the motion, but 
rose mercly to vindicate the character of the trustecs of 
ihe linen ‘board, which was composed ‘of seventy-two of 
the most respectable of the nobility and gentry in the 


. kingdom, if the terms used by the honourable baranet, 


that he would exhibit them in their proper colours, 
were meant to oonyey any insinuation of disrespect to 
that board. 

Mr. Ponsonby observed, that be had the honour to be 
one of the trustees of that board, and had not taken any 
offence at the expressions used by his right honourable 
friend. The object of his right honourable friend, who 


had communicated some vf his views to’ him, was '0 ex- 


pose the defects of the board as it was at present con- 
stituted, and when the matter should be before the House, . 
it would appear that the views of his right honourable 
friend were directed to the welfare of the country. 

The motions were then agreed to.—Adjourfed. 
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_ HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
THURSDAY, APRIL 13. 
INDIA PATRONAGE. 


Lord A Hamilton gave notice, that he would to-mor- 
row se’nnight make a motion on the subject of the disco- 
veries which had lately been made respecting the patron- 
age to India, and he thought. it proper to intimate ex- 
licitly, that it would chiefly relate to the conduct of 
Lord Castlereagh. 

Mr. H. Mariin moved for an account of all balances 
in the hands of the register of the high court of admi- 
ralty, the high court of appeals, and the high court of 
delegates, the property of suitors in those courts, on 
the 5th January in eyery year, from the 5th of January 


1793, to the 5th January 1809, distinguishing each year. 
—Ordercd. 


CHELSEA HOSPITAL. 


Str Francis Burdett stated, that he had been informed, 
there was a considerable tract of ground adjoining to 
Chelsea Hopital, which had been purchased by the pub- 
Jic for the benefit of the same, and that lately a part of 
this ground had been enclosed with a high wall, and 

ranted for the purpose of building a house for Colonel 
Gordon. This curtailment of the ground must of course 
operate to the injury of the invalids, by circumscribin 
their exercise, walking, &c. which, as it was purchase 
by the public for that very benefit, he thought highly 
improper. According to the answer he should receive 
from the noble lord (Castlereagh) he should know how to 
proceed further. 

Lord Castlereagh then said, that as the answer seemed 
to be particularly expected from him, he could assure the 

- honourable baronet, that.this was the first moment he had 
heard a syllable of it. However, as his honourable friend 
had risen at the same time, it might perhaps be for the 
purpose of giving some information on the subject. 

Mr. Huskisson said, that the ground alluded to by the 
honourable baronet had certainly been purchased by the 

ublic for the benefit of the hospital, and it-bad lately 
been found necessary to take in part of it for an infirmary 
to the hospital, which was very much wanted ; that after 


+ 
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that had been completed, the surveyor-general was ors 
dered to make a survey, and report how the remainder 
might be made use of to the best advantage ; anil! he had 
reported that it would be most advantagevus to boil) on 
it, on which a part had been granted for building a h-nse 
for Colonel Gordon. 

Sir F. Burdett said, that from the admission af the ho- 
nourable secretary, it appeared to him to be a most atro- 
cious abuse of the public property, and he was proeeeding 
to make a motion, that a plan of the premises, Louse, &c. 
be laid before the House. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, and others on the 
; same side, thought, however, that as it might occasion 
. some discussion, a notice, according to the usage ot the 
House, ought to be given. 


- Sir Francis Burdett then said,: he would bring it in 
, to-morrow. 





BREACH OF PRIVILEGE, 


Sir C. Hamilton complained that-a sheriff’s officer had 
yesterday seized his person, in his own house, and treated 
.him with great rudeness, which he deemed to be a breach 
of the privileges of the House. He moved, therefoce, that 
Daniel Butler, the officer alluded to, do attend at the 


bar of the House to-morrow, to answer for the said breach 
of privilege.—Ordered. 


LOCAL MILITJA BILL. 


The order of the day for the fyrtbher consideration of the 
report of the local militia bill having been read, the bill 
was recommitted on the motion of Lord Castlereagh, for 
the purpose of introducing several amendment, which 
he felt it necessary to propose in various provisions~ of 
the bill. 

In reply to a suggestion made by Sir Thomas Turton, 
relative to a.particular amendment, Lord Castlereagh 

_ stated, that it was his intention in this stage of the mea- 
sure to propose the several amendments which occurred 
to him as necessary, after which he would move to have 
the bill re-printed, and should then be happy to hear and 
attend to-any suggestion or amendment, which the ho- 

ourable baronet, or any other honourable member, might 
have to propose. 


' Much desultory conversation then took place upon each * 


I 
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clause'and amendment, as the Commitive proceeded 
through the bill. The period for completing the local 
militia was extended to January next, and the bounty to 
volunteers raised from one to two guineas. ‘The rank of 
the officers of the local militia was fixed next after the 
rank of officers of the. original militia, and rank for 
rank above that of officers of yeomanry cavalry, whose 
rank was to follow that of officers of local militia, us the 
rank of the latter came next after that of the original 
militia. This arrangement was objected to, as insulting 
to yeomanry officers, by Sir Thomas ‘Turton; but his 
objection was over-ruled, as was also a suggestion ef Mr, 
Dundas, that the yeomanry and local militia officers 
should take rank from the date of their commissions, 
whereby volunteer officers who should traasfer their sere 
vices to the local militia, would take rank from the date 
of their commission as volunteer officers. 

On the clause to authorise lord licutcnants, upon repres 
sentation to government in ccrtain cases, to order regi- 
ments of local militia from the.cou:.ty for which they may 
have been raised, into an adjacent one to be trained, Lord 
Castlereagh felt it necessary to explain the ground upon 
which this clause rested, in order to remove a imisappre- 


-hension which had taken place respecting it.. The sole 


object of the clause was to consnit the convenience of 
the men. In many counties there were no- great towns 
large enough to afford quarters for the local militia of the 
counties, in which cases it was thought desirable that 
there should be a power to march the regiments to be 
trained into an adjacent county. There were other cases 


An which the regiments would have io march 25 or 31 


miles within their own counties, to a téwn capable of 


-affording them proper quarter, whilst by ‘being scnt inta 


the adjoining counties, they would have but a march of 
five or six miles to convenient accommodation during 
their period of training. It was solely, therefore, to re- 


-anedy the unavoidable inconvenience that would result 


in such cascs from training the regiments of ‘local militia — 
in their proper counties, ‘and to premote the accommo- 
dation of the men themsclyes that tlris clause had beer 
introduced. 

After a few words from Mr. Giles and Sir T. Tarton, 
this ex planation was considered satisfactory and the clause 
agreed to. 
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Lord Castlereagh then brought up a number of clauses, 
which were agreed to without opposition. 





| 
- Adjourned. 
if . 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
FRIDAY, APRIL I4. 
TREATY WITH SPAIN. 
| Kord Auckland was anxious to obtain some further in- 


formation from ministers relating to the treaty with Spain, 
and the late unfortunate expedition to that country. 
‘There was one article in the treaty which struck him as 
being very extraordinary. In that we stipulated to ac- 
knowledge no king of Spain but Ferdinand, or such law- 
ful successor as should be approved by the Spanish na- 
tion. Now it might possibly happen that Joseph Buoha- 
parte may be approved by the Spanish nation. The 
im propricty of thus prematurely pledging ourselves must 
be obvious to their lordships. He had also wished for ex- 
planations of some of the papers relating to the expedi- 
tion toSpain. In one of the two letters of Mr. Frere to 
Sir J. Moore, allusion is made toa verbal message that would 
be delivered to the latter. If would be desirable, previous 
to the discussion on the subjéct of the conduct of the cam= 
paign, that their lordships should be put in possession of the 
substance of that verbal communication. The information, 
too, respecting the measures taken to prevent the fleet in - 
Ferrol from falling into the hands of the enemy, was very 
defective. It consisted only of. two documents: an in- 
junction from the Admiralty to the naval officer command- 
- ing on the south-west coast of Spain ‘* to take care of the 
Spanish fleet,” and the answer of Admiral de Courcy, 
‘* the fleet is gone, and inclosed is a list of ships.” The 
| returns of casualties too, though far exceeding what it was 
asserted they would be found to amount to, were, he sus- 

| cted, very defective. They amounted to the enormous 
loss of nearly 7200; but in this no allowance he imagined 

‘was made for the immense number of persons, not strictly 
soldiers, who are always attached to an army. There 
was a defect also in the returns of the cavalry. The num-- 

ber employed in Spain, exclusive of the waggon train, 
amounted to upwards of 4000, out of which he under- 
*stood not ahove 370 horses were brought home. It was 
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also desirable that returns should be made of the nomber 
-of men who died in the hospitals since their return, in 
consequence of the hardships ‘and sufferings they under- 
went in the retreat. ‘These, he was sorry to hear, were 
very considerable. Tis lordship concluded with express- 
ing his bopes that he should obtain such information from 
ministers as would preclude the necessity of his making 
any motion on the losses to which he bad adverted. 

Lord Ltcerpool observed, that many of the points men- 
tioned by the noble lord, were more properly subjects of are 
gument than explanation. There were, however, two points 
on which he was disposed to give every information in his 

wer, The first regarded the verbal message sent by 
Mtr. Frere to Sir John Moore. Of the substance of this he 
had uo knowledge whatever. ‘The Ictters, in one of 
which there was an allusion to it, did not come before 
government in an official shape. With respect to the re- 
turns of the casualties, they were as com prehensive as they 
possibly could be. They included the losses in the bat- 
tles of Roleia and Vimiera, the campaign in Spain, and 
din short of all the losses, from the time of the sailing of the 
different expeditions to their return. 

Earl Grey could not agree with the noble lord that the 
questions put by his noble friend were rather subjects for 
argument than explanation. If ministers were not pos- 
se:sed of the substance of the extraordinary message from 
Mr. Frere to Sir John Moore, they certainly could not 
‘be expected to lay it before the House. The returns of 
the casualties were improperly made out; that is, it was 
Impossible to ascertain from them the precise amount of 
onr loss in Spain, the very point he wished to get at. 
His Jordship supported the observations of Lord Auck- 
Jand, respecting the im policy and absurdity of that article 
of the treaty with Spain relating to the recognition of no 
king but Ferdinand, or his lawful successor. The House 
had no iuformation that the abdication of king Charles 
‘was voluntary, or that that abdication had been in any 
way communicated to the government. 

Lord Auciland, in a few words across the table, pointed 
out to the noble secretary what he presumed to be an crror 
in the date of one of the articles of the treaty. 


SIR JOHN CRADDOCK. 
The Earl af Buckinghamshire wished, before the House 
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ruse, to trouble their lordships with a few words ona sub- 
ject on which he felt‘deeply.  He.had Jong known Sir A. 
Wellesley, and there was no man of who-e talents he 
thonght morehighly. That officer had vacated the office 
of chief secretary in Ireland, for the parpose of assuming 
the command of the army in Portugal, He would admit 
that no one was moseeminently qualificd far that arduons 
task ; but it’ was much to be lamented that it should be 
done to the prejudice of another officer. When Sir J. 
Craddock was sent out to take the command in Portugal, 
it was upon an uuderstanding that he should be continued 
in that situation, unless Sir John Moore, who was then in 

in, should be under the necessity of retuming. to Por: 
téga]. In that command he continued until he saw 
a great army increasing around him, ‘and be thought it 
a moat severe blow indeed that be should be suspended 
in the command of it just at the moment that it was likely 
to be actively engaged ; for if the news that he understood 
was received this day, was true, the French wete already 
in possession of Oporto, and a considerable force ad- 
wancing in another direction on Lisbon. The noble earl 
enumerated the various and distinguished services of Sir 
John Craddock, at Martinique, where he commanded ond 
of the flank battalions under Sir C. Grey, in Egypt, and 
other places. - . 

Lord Léverpool protested. against ministers being called 
to account in this way, for any military appointments 
which they might advise his Majesty to make. The com- 
mand of the army was part of the king’s prerogative, to 
be exercised under the advice of his ministers, and thesé — 
ministers were responsible for the conduct of such officers 
as they might recommend for particular commands. Hé 
deprecated the making of such appointments the subject 
of a canvass in parliament. He did not think the coun- 
try was likely fo be the better served, if they were made 
in compliance with such recommendations. .He was 
happy to bear testintony to the excellent coaduct. of Sir 
Jobo Oraddack, not only in Portugal, but in every part of 
the world in which he hed been employed. ~ . 

Lord Buckinghamshire expressed his gratitude to the 
noble earl for the honourable testimony he had borne to 
the military character of his friend. He did not wish ta 
force the noble ear! toa disclosure of the motives of-minis- 
ters for superseding Sir J. Cradddéck in the command: ia 

Vou. IL].—1809: . F - 
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Portugal, and he fully agreed with him'that his majesty 

was competent te appoint such officers aa he pleased to the 

command.of the amy. . . : 

' After some explanation between Lorde Liverpool and 
Auckland, their lordships adjourned. | 

HO USE OF COMMONS. 

- FRIDAY, APRLL 4. . 

' A message 'from. the Lords informed the House ‘that 
their lordships bad agreed to the Irish flax seed bill, with- 
out.any amendments. — 

Sir-C. Hamiiton rose ard stated to the Hoase that a 
few days ago, being in his-own house, a servant in livery - 
came there with a note, ‘which was-brought into thd reom, 
to him by his own servant, on.opening whioh he found it 
was from a person fe did not know, and while he was 
telling his servant it:was'a mistake, and the nete was not 
to him, Daniel Butler, the person. complained of, and 
another man, rushed violently imto' the ‘reom, and Batler 
said He had a writ against him, which he gave ‘him to 
read; that on réading it, he found it -was for Sir Jéehm 
Charies-Hamilton, on which he told tho efficer that he had 
made a mistake; that his name was not.Jokn Charies; 
but merely Charles Hamilton ; that he was not the person; 
and, besides all that, that re was a member of parliament. 
The officer, however, persisted that his name 'wes John 
Charles’ Hamilton, insisted he showld go with him, and 
behaved with great rudeness. Findmg ‘all remonstrance 
vain, he.ag reedl to go with him; ‘but’ previous to doing 
80, lie said to the officer, in the presence of all bis seré 
vants. Then you persist in my attending you, netwiths 
standing all I have told you? Butler unswered—Yes. 
And if I don’t go quietly I suppose you will force me? 
Butler replicd—Ves, certainly. On which Sir Charles 
went with him. to his attorney, and there the man being 
convinced of his error, let him go. Sir Charles said,: he 
‘was informed by the attorney that he had no remedy 
against him by a legal prosecution, so that rf he had not 
been a member of parliament, ‘he must have put up with 
the ingult. This circamstance happened:in the afternoon, 
bat neither in the course of that Gay-or the next did thé 

d to make any apology. He thought % there- 
fore his duty to state the Wrausaction to the House, -as it 
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. S@mMaterially: concermed their piivileges. He concluded: 
- by moving, ‘‘ That Daniel Butler be called to the. bap,” 

On. Butler’s appearing at the bar, 

The Speaker told: him that Sis Chasles Hamilton havin 
informed the House of his having asrested him, he (Butea): 
would state whaf he had ‘to offer in his defence for having 
s@ deao. ‘The man making no answer, and having a papet 
in his. band, : ae ; ' 

‘Fhe Speaker asked him what papes that wae he held ia 
hishand? He answered ke could not read.~—Q. Did be 
know. the contonts.?-—-A. Yes.--Q. What were the cone 
tents ?~—Not answering, .he was asked; did: be write it 
hireself ?—A. Ne.—Q. Did be. dictate it 2-A. Na. 

- Mr. Yorke. moved. that be should withdraw; (whiols 
having done):he moved that Butler be examined as to the 
statement made by Sir C. Hamilton. (Being called in) 

Lhe Speaker.asked him, ‘If, when he arrestod: Sir 6. 
Hamilton, that peatleman did not endeavour to salisfy him 
he was net the pesson whom Butler came to asrest:?”—-Be 
answered, Yes.—He was.ordered to. withdraw, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, he believed the 
House could have no doubt of this: baag & rose breach 
of privilege. The honourable baronet evineed: a 
most patient and forbearing spirit and as the man bad not 
attem pted to paltiate his offence by the slightest apology, 
he.moved, ‘ That Daniel Butler, by his proceeding, had 
heen guilty of:a breach of the privileges. of the House.” 
Which was agreed to nem. con. . 

- He then moved, ‘‘ that Daniel Batter, for. the said. 
offtnce, be cammiilied to.Newgate.”—-Ordored, 

Mr. Ellis begged leave to ask.a question of his majeaty’s: 
ministers, in which all who had property in the Wee 
‘India Islands were deeply interested, and that was, 
whether, in the late sarrender of the Island of Martinique 
te hie majesty’s forcea any agreement had been made 
which the inbabifants of that island would be altewed to- 
send theiv produce to this country. 

The Chancellor. of the Exchequer said, that by the Ga- 
zetie his baneurable friend was possessed of the same 
koow of any agreements as he was; but he could as- 
supe his erable friend, that positive instructions had- 
been given tothe officers commanding that expedition not 
to agree ta anp thing that. might entangle his majety’s 
rainssters, se agto be glsliged to yield any such permission 
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at-lted heen alluded tu by his honourable friend ; and he - 
had great satisfaction ia giving him the farther assurance 
that ministers had determined not to permit any sugars 
te be brought from that island to this country, except for 
the purpose of exportation. 3 
Sir F. Burdett rose to make the motion of which he: 
gave notice.yesterday. He said he had this morning been . 
to Chelsea Hospital, in order to view the premises, and he- 
thougtit ii‘ was impossible for asy words to give such a 
descrifition of them as to convey a proper idea of the situs’ 
alion. It would therefore be necessary for every member 
who wished to be correctly informed of it, to take a similar - 
view.—From what he had seen, however, be was con- 
winced be had been rightly informed, and that what he 
stated yesterday was true. He had no doubt bat a 
new infirmary might be necessary for the hospital, and it. 
would: have given him pleasure to have found that the 
commissioners of that trust had fixed uponthe most open, 
airy, and healthy spot of the ground alluded to as pur- 
chased by the public for the benefit of the hospital, and 
to rendér it not only a useful, but magnificent establish- 
ment. _He had hoped to find the infirmary situated near 
the side of the river, whére the poor, ailing invalids. 
would have the comfort and benefit of fresh air and a pleas: 
sant prospect; but, to his great surprise, he found: that 
spot was granted for the huuse of Colonel Gordon, and 
the infirmary was built ig a commer, where the air would . 
be greatly obstructed ; and, in short, it appeared to him 
to be the very worst spot ‘that could be fixed on for the 
urpose in the whole of the ground belonging to the. 
fospital. He could therefare laok on the whole in no 
ather light than as:a downright job; and thought the 
officers of thé hospital, the surgeon and physician, as well’ 
as the surveyor, had been very negligent of their daty in: 
not remonsirating against such a siquation. He thought 
there was a great hardship in depriving men who had 
assed the greatest part of their lives—many of whom. 
bad also lost their limbs in the sérvice, of any of those 
advantages which bad been intended to be afforded them - 
in purchasing this ground hy the public. Instead of a 
heaatiful and healthy situation, which the house of Colonel 
Gordon would possess standing by the side of a river, and’ 
the ground around to the extent of four acres, the infirms 
ary was placed in a hack situation; and those who had 
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occasion to inhabit it would be cooped up in a miserable 

corner; and the whole graund belonging to it was- not’ 
above a twentieth part of the extent of that granted to 

Colonel Gordon; or not more, at most, than above a 

, Quarter of an acre. He thought ita pity to spoil, fora 

job of any kind,so magnificent an establishment as that 

of Chelsea Hospital, and he was sorry to see that ministers 

paid no greater regard to the property of the people. He: 
concluded by moving for 

°¢ A copy of the warrant from the commissioners of the 
Treasury, dated March {1, 1809, authorising the surveyor- 

enera) io prepare a lease to Colonel Gordon of certain 
nds adjoining to Chelsea Hospital.” 

Mr. Long said, that being one of the commissioners of 
Chelsea Hospital, he begged to say a few words on the 
subject.. It had been represented to the board by Dr. 
Moseley, physician to the hospital, that an infirmary was 
wanted, and on hearing this ground had been purchased 
by the public ; the commissioners thought it their duty to 
apply to the treasury, and they obtained that part of the 
ground on which the infirmary had been erected ; when 
that was done, the surveyor-general ordered a survey to 
be made, and a report of. what was the best mode of dis- 
posing of the remainder to the best advantage for the in- 
terest of the crown; and it had been reported that the 
most advantageous way wopild be to let out the remainder 
on building leases. It afterwards appeared to the Treasury, 
by a memorial from Colonel Gordon, requesting a lease 
ok the remainder of the said ground for a house, that he 
had offered to give the sum fixed by the valuation which 
had been made. By an act brought in by Mr. Pitt, no 
crown lands can be granted but on a certificate and valua- 
tion of two surveyors on oath ; that had been done; the 
act of parliament had been strictly complied with, and: 
that was all the job complained of.—If the act had been 
complied with, and Chelsea Hospital provided for, it. 
could be no job. The honourable baronet had said, the 
ground on which the infirmary was built was a very sinalf 
part of the whole. He admitted it, but it was as much as. 
‘ was wanted. The honourable baronet had also said the 
officers should have remonstrated ;, for that there was no 
occasion; because all they asked had been granted them :- 
and they had an assnrance from.the surveyor-general, 
that no buildings whatever should be permitted to be raised, 


7 


/ 


™~ 


33. ss THE PARTaNeNTARY REGoreR. - [lcom.: 
that might annoy the pensioners. He had no objection 
to the: papers moved for. 

Sir O. Mosely said, he had this: moming accompanied. 
Sir Fragcis Burdett to Chelsea: Muspttal; and he entirely’ 
coincided with him in opinion as to-the whole of what Ka. 
had stated respecting the situation of the infirmary, and. 
Colonel Gordon’s house, and concladed by saying the 
motion had his hearty concurrence. 

Mr. Huskisson generally supported the argument and 
statement of Mr. Long, and stated further, that:the plan. 
of the infirmary had been transmitted to the Treasury by 
the governors, physician, and surveyor,-an@ they had 
fixed on the spot as the most convenient.and best situation. 
Whether they were as well able to judge and determine on 
that head as the honourable baronet and the honourabic 
secdnder of the motion, he would not determine. The 
honourable baronet had mentioned the corner in which 
they were cooped up as nota twentieth part of the ground 
granted to Colonel Gordon. Now the surveyors had on 
oath yalued the land for the infirmary at 6000/. and on the 
same oath the land of Colonel Gordon was only valued at 
521.a year. Colonel Gordon having been informed by Sir 
David Dundas, perhaps, or seme other officer of Chelsca 
Hospital, that the land in question was to be let for building 
on, had offered the terms of the valuation, and if the ho- 
nourable baronet had applied and offtred’ more thaft any 
other, he would have hadit. The Treasury had been 
cautious ‘that no honse should be built s0 as to annoy 


_ Chelsea Hospital, and a particular instruction had ‘been 


given on that head to the surveyor-general. . The provi- 
sion papers, le sakl, would embrace all the particulars 
relating to this ground, from the time of the purchase ta 


‘the period of the grant to Colonel Gordon; and when 


they were produced, the honourable baronet would have 
ne occasion to make his motion, or to call the surveyor 
or surgeon to the bar of that House, 

Sir dohn Newport wished to be informed why it was, 
that, when a subsisting interest had been bought up with 


' public money, that part of the land, which was not‘'deemed 


necessary for the use of Chelsea Hospital, had been trans- 
ferred to the orown lands, and not to the funds of the: 
hospital, ia as much as the lands had been originalt 


granted. for ever by the crown to the trustees of that insti. 
tution ? 
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Mr. Huskison informed tee boneurable baronet, that 
the land in question, though part of the Chelsea estate, 
from which the grant kad been made by the crowa te 
the Chelsea Hospital, had ever been granted to that in- 
stitution. <A lease had been granted by the crown of this 
land to Sir Robert Walpole, and it was the residue of the 
term so granted thet had ‘been bought up with the public 
money. That part, however, of the land, which was 
thought necessary for the infirmary for. the:hospital, bad 
been purchased to be transferred to the useof the hospital. 

Sir John Newport observed, that any mistake he might 
have fallen into had arisen from the imperfect statement 
of the honourable gentleman himself. mo 

The Chaneellor of the Exckequer dad not mean to pro- 
long this debate, bat felt it necessary to notice one or two 
of the observations which had fallen from the-honourable 
baronet who had brought forward this motion. Thehor 
nourable baronet had stated, that it was only in consequence 
of the ignoranec of those whose duty it was to be ins 
formed upon the subject, that be had not persisted in 
pressing his motion yesterday. ‘This observation, he con- 
tended, was.not founded in fact; for though be.was not 
in the Heuse when. the conversation began yesterday, he 
had heard -eneugh of it to know, that his right honourable 
anil bonourable friends (Messrs. Long and Huskisson) 
had.given very nearly the same statement then that the 
had made this day. It was not matter of surprize if his 
noble friend (Lord Castlereagh) was not aware of this 
business, because undoubtedly it was not deemed necessar 
that every grant of this description.should be commun- 
cated to all the members of administration. His own 
view in wishiag the motion to be put off to thie day, was - 
in order that the House might not be taken by surpriae, if 
withont notice, it was to be called upon to-agree to such a 
motion, founded upon a false statement of: the facts of the 
ease. “The honourable . baronet .was disposed to view all 
the aets of his majesty’s ‘government with a jealous and 
jaundiced eye, and in that.spirit, without waiting for the 
necessary information, had denominated this transaction, 
io the first instance, a job. The honowrable baronet was 
well aware, that nothing could mere effectually tend to 
inflame the public mind, than to come forward, og he did, 
to institute an inquity into:a proceeding which ke repre- 
sented asa favour to.an individual, and aninpury te‘those 
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old soldiers, who were so justly entitled to the sympathy 
and compassion of the public: as if tae banoureble ba- 
yonet were the only person who felt for their situation, and 
his majesty’s ministers were insensible.to their claims or 
their interests. The House might at any time be taken-by 
surprize upon such a statement; and it was ta prevent 
that, that he wished the motion to be deferred. If the 
papers had been granted upon the motion yesterday, 
there ‘would not have been any discussion ; and.if, gsihe 
was satisfied wonld be the case, the papers should ¢con- 
vince the honourable baronet that there was na ground for 
his charge, then there would have been no opppriunity -to 
correct the statement of. the honourable baronet.. But 
what was the cas¢ of the honourable barovet? both he and 
the honourable gentleman who seconded his motion, had 
teed that it would be of material benefit to the hos 
pital that an infirmary should be provided. The ‘Trea- 
sury baving purchased the land in. question, disectod the 
proper persons to fix upon what part of it should be ne- 
cessary for the hospital, and then directed the surveyor- 
general to report what should be done with the remainder, 
and how it should be disposed of most beneficially for the 
public interest. If they had not done so then.the ho- 
nowrable baronet would have come forward with a motion 
against them, for having sacrificed the public interest with 
a view fo shew and ostentation. But having disposed of 
the land in the’ manner most for the public good, the ho- 
nourable baronet who viewed all the acis of ministers with 
a jaundiced eye, thought proper to represent the trans- 
action asa job. He did not know, whether it wonld be 
‘contended, that they ottght to have taken the opinion of 
the honourable baronet, rather than the report of two 
sworn surveyors, as to the value of the land; but cer. 
tainly if they had not taken the measures which had been 
adopted, they would have been gpen to censure as ime 
provident servants of the publi¢. He did not mean to 
gbject to the production of the fullest information that 
could be had upon the subject, and should therefore agree. 
‘ to the motion of the honourable baronet, as well as to the 
other motions which his konaurablc friend proposed to 
make. As to the other part of the course proposed by the 
honourable baronet, viz. to call the surveyor who had re- 
ported upon oath to the bar, in order to ascertain whether 
he had perjured himself, he was sure the House would 
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not agree to sech a motion, uatil the papers should be 
Seid before the Hoase, when they could decide whether 
the transaction deserved (to be called a job. " 
General Tarleton agrecd with the right honourable gen- 
fleraan that it was desirable that the debate should not 
have taken place yesterday, becagse the honourable ba- 
ronét.and the otfier honourable member had since an op- 
portunity to visit the kind, aud their report had such an 
effect, that the right houourable gentleman (Mr. Long) 
bad admitted that 4 any baildinge were to be erected 
upon it, which would interfere with the hospital, they 
shoul@ not be permitied. For his own part, he did not 
know any military character living to whom he would 
consent to grant a single acre of land to the detriment of 
the hospital. If Marlborough or Wolfe were to rise from 
the dead, he would not consent to such a grant to cither. 
The hospital was a tribute from tbe nation to those who 
fourht its battles, and should be kept up with every care; 
and certainly the sum to be recejved was no object when 
compared with the benefit to be derived to the hospital 
from having ils infirmary erected upon a proper site, 
which should command a free circulation of air, Hea 
plauded the motives of the honourable baronet, and if 


‘the papers shoald hear out his statement, he would sup- 


port the motion for bringing the surveyors to the bar. . 
Mir. Rose observed, that one would suppose from the — 
arguments of the honourable general, that something had 
been taker from Chelsca Hospital to be given to a favoured 
officer; whereas the fact was, that when this ground was 
bought by government, it was left to the physician of 
the hospital. the trustees, and the surveyors to cut and | 
carve ont of it what they thought necessury for the usd 
of the hospital. Before the 34th of the King, the dis- 
posal of crown !ands was a source of influence to mi- 
nisters ; but since the passing of that act, the crown lands 
had been let with as much attention to the interests of 
the public, and as accurate regard te their actual value, 


‘as the lands of any bishop or corporate body in the 


kingdom. | 
Gencral Tarleton had not stated that any thing was 
nted from Cheisa Hospital to a favoured officer. He 
ad only said, that Ke would not consent te a grant to 
any officer living or doud, which woald be injurious (@ 
that hospital. os 
Vou. JIT.—1809. G _ 
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Mr. Biddulpk observed, thas one benefit would, prsnli. 
from this motion, becausc it would Jeage the Hanae ita: 
consider whether the act af the 34th of the King. waa the 
inost beneficial mode of disposing: af argwn lands... He. 
did aot think it was, aod when the papers sheuid he on. 
the table, the Hause would be able. to decide... He. did 
not mean to assert that all official farms, has! not heen. pres. 
serve] in this tremaction, ‘byt was, of ome meh the 
surveyor-general, wher -put.in possession of the repart: 
two swore surveyors, shoukd thea have put ap the, land. 
to public auction. There might be many.gentiomen ig, 
that Elouse who would have been competitors for this. 
land; but how were they to know of its being to:he.dis-: 
posed of, when it was so conveyed away by a cles. 
bargain ? + ; 4 i 

Sir Francis Burdett felt it necessary to trespass upoa 
the House with a few words upon the observations which 
had fallen from the right honourable genileman. opposite 
(the Chancellor of the Exchequer), so far us thoy wese ade 
dressed particularly to him. He bad hoped that, whilet. 
the right honourable gentleman was proceading in the-abe 
servations he had thought proper to make upon his cone 
duet, he would have learned from the severity which he 
must have perceived in the Speaker's eye, tha irregularity 
he was committing by imputing improper motives. In 
nolicing this conduct, however, he should aot emplog any 
of the indignant warmth of the right honoarable genile- 
man, because he was conscious that no part of bis obaery. 
alions could justly apply to him. The right honourable 
gentleman had alluded to the arrogance of his presuming 
to differ with the surveyor genergl,. and from the report of 
tivo surveyors upon oath, as to the value of this land, 
Whether this was arrogant in him,. it was not for him to 
say; but certainly he was totally ignorant that any ench 
report or opinion had existed. But as to the suspicion of 
the acts of government, which had been imputed to him, he 
confesscd himself suspicious of the acts of all administra 
tions, and unquestionably what had recently been brought 
to Ught justified that suspicion. No man would be mere 
sorry than he himsclf that this suspicion should be carried 
to a greater extent in the public mind than the circum. 
stances of the case would warrant; yet he was happy that. 
a feeling of ‘hig des€ription had at fength been excited ia 
the public, that had been so long deceiyed. The honousable. 
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gett enian' who: fllowed him had said, that the land tet 
te Colonel Gordon was not fit for bwilding apon + bat it 
would be-Strange land that would be fit for Colonel Gor- 
don to build irpdn, but net be fit for the erection of buttds: 
ifigs for Obelsen Hospital. As to the infirmary, it wast: 
felosed upon one quarter of an acre of iand, witha 
wall eight feet -high-on one side, and with the buildings’ 
wed trees of Colonel Gordon on the other ; and this incon= 
Venience was'te be inoarréd: for the paltry consideration: 
of fifty-two powads per annam, a sum which he would 
mach rather pay out of his-own pocket than that the ap- 
peavancé of that: beautiful monument of mational gra- 
titude-gnd munificence should be spoiled. . He did not 
deny that ¢ meédfoal man may have said that enough of: 
land had been retained for the infirmary ; but no man of 
cemmon sense would contend, that the ere tion of Colonel 
Gorden’s -house and plantations would not spoil the ap- 
of--the hospital.‘ He cogld not help being sus- 
pictous of a‘job,- when he saw the most profitable part of 
the land given to: an individual, and the feast valuable to 
the hospital. It was noarguiment to say, that the part 
transferred: to the hospital was valued at five or six thou- 


- gand.pounds, when it mast be obvious that the remainder 


ef the tané, forinitig.a beautiful tetrace down to t¥e river, 


and afferding a fine free circulation of air, would bea - ° 


most yalpeble accession tothe hospital. Many persons, 
he. was: infermed, would give 10,000/. for it. In bringing 
the subject therefore before the Hause, he contended that 
he had not shewn any disposition te view the acts of the 
ministers with a juuniliced eye. Jt was not his wish to 
hamper his miajesty’s ministers; neither did he wish to 
iutn-them out of their places; for he really thought them 
as good as any other set of gentlemen that might succeed 
te their placed; or as any set of gentlemen of whom, if he 
hac the-seleetion, he might point out himself: But he 
had a jealous eye upon all their measures, because it had 
not lately been the habit of administrations to attend much | 
to the public interests. It had been said by a right ho- 
nowralle rentleman that nothing was here taken from ° 
Chelsea Hospital—granted ; but ten times as mnch as 
was given to the hospital had been given to an individual. 
Fhe right bon. gentteman had said, that if ministers had 
net secured the 521. a year, that circumstance would have 
been the ground of a motion against them. Now he could 
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appeal to the Chair and tothe: Hoose, whether it whs hia 
practice te bring forward ¢apticious motions, - Ween he 
did make motions of the nature of that before the Howse,’ 
it was to rim a painful duty ; foes certainly he skoutd rae- 
ther, f lie coutd, cenout with the majesty of that Hener,. 
ot of any public assembly. What he' complained of; | 
he was jaftuénced te upon public ground ; aad he atill 
insisted: (hat it was highly knproper; whea this, the only: 
piece of land in the kingddm that coudd answer seach ® 
purpose, was out of lease, that advantage had not. been 
taken of it to add to the beauty and appearance of that 
maghificent monanient of national gratitude. Ne bad not 
presumed fo call the transaction a job, though ‘he sid) 
it had the appearance: ef' one; and now that the subject 
had undergone some discussion, he ‘continued of the.senid 
épinion. Wher the ss should be produced, t' was 
his intention to call these wise’ men wiho' had beew con- 
sulted to the bar. It was possible te hve a question put 
im such a manaer as to imeure the encwer desired ; bet 
however that was, all the surveyorsin the kingdom wowkd 
wot be able to. persuade him that-a wall eight feet hi 
and the buildings intended, would not’ prevent the fre 
circulation ef air. , 

The Chancelior of the’ Exchequer, if be had tmputed 
any impropcr motives to the honourable baronet, begzetl te 
apologize te him and the House. Bat certainiy.an huneus- 
able member who himsetf‘made anfoanded charges agel mad 
others for jobs, had not much reason to complai of the 
imputation of motives. 

Myr. S. Bourne contended, that the physician and trus- 
tres of the hospitel were the best sadges of the qaantity of 
land they should waat, and bad not, therefore, taken bess 
than’ was necessary. : . 
- Mr. G. Vansiltart wished to be informed what was the 
qitentity of land transferred to the hospital, and what the 
quantity let te Colonel Gordon. an 
co Mr. FLuskissow replied, that the papers would shew 

Sir Francis Burdett stated the quantity of land given 

to the hospital to be a quarter of an acre, that let to Cole. 
pel Gordon about four acres. 

Mr. F. Moore thought that every man who -wished 

well to the interests of the hospital, was indebted to the 

honourable baronet for having brought- forward this mo- 
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tion: > He was of opinion that the building should be sus- 
pended arfil the papers should be produced. He wanted 
mitesinis to enable him ta jadge when it was stated that 
one2fourth’ of au acre was valued at five or six hundred 
pounds; and four acres: hyd been Iet te Colonel Gordon 
ata rentef fifty-two ponnhd: a-year. 

- "Phe motion ‘for the watrant was then agreed to, as were 
alt’ tie motions proposed by Mr. Huskisson, for the varioug 
other dacaments connected with this (ransaction. 


ADMIRAL NERVEY. 


: Mfr. Werd informed the Honse from the bar, that the 
lords commissioners of the Admiralty, having ordered a 
centt-martiat to be held on the Ist of May apon Admiral 
Hevvey;-on charges for a breach of discipline exhibited 
against him: Sy Admiral Lord Gambier, had issucd a war- 
rant to the marsital of the Admiralty to take the said Ad- 
miral Hervey into custody, and as he was a member of 
that House, that their lordships thought it right to com- 
trunkecate the same, together with a copy of their wartant 
tothat House, The warrant was then gives in, and read 

Mr. Creevey asked whether the house which tad been 
purchased in ing-strect had been given ay an official 
residence to the president of the board of controul, and dc- 
okwed his tmtention, if so, to contend afterwards that such 

was contrary to law. 

-+ Fhe Chancellor of the Exchequer stated, that the house 
had been given as a residence to the president of the board of 
comtronl, in consideration of the small emoluments of that 
office, a3-comparcd with the laborious and important duties 
aanexead to it. It was then ordered, on the motion of Mr. 
Creevey, that there be laid before the House a copyeof the 
minate or minutes of the treasury, relative to the purchase 
of a Rouse in Downing-strcet, and the grant of the same to . 
the president of the board of controul. . 


THANKS TO THE CAPTORS OF MARTINIQUE. 
: Lord Castlereagh, in rising to call the attention of the 
Housé ta the services of the army and navy in the West 


Indies, need net remind tfie House that this was not the 
first-time of voting thanks to the army and navy for the 


_ conquest of Martinique ; but that capture had never beer 
- efected- aadey circumstances nrore glorious than in the re- 


a 


46 THE PARLIAMENTARY BEGISTER. « {icant 
cent instance. It was.a proud.ciscumstance for the counteyy: 
that whilst we had an army.of 50,000 mea on the.contir 
rent of Europe, government, had begn able. ta. collect a 
force of 10,000 men, fur offeysive operations egainst Mar. 
tinique, withont detaghing qny., troops from. Europe. 
Though the gallantry of the traopa kad been naost distin. 
guished, there was one .ciscumsi{ancga which. poguliery 
characterized. this .co ty, namely, that from the of- 
fectual measures taken by the officers of health, the object 
of the expedition had heen accomplished with less loss: hy 
, disease than at any. formertime. Every favous, ten, con- 
sistent with the interests of the public, had been shewn.to 
the inhabitants of Martinique, who, we are happy to add, 
had behaved with the greatest good-will towards their cap- 
tors. The country, -he had no doubt, would derive. par- 
ticular satisfaction fram observieg the zeal and unanimity 
with which both services acted on this occasion; it would 
serve as a pledge for their future co-operatiog, if required. 
. The noble lord concluded by moving the thanks of the 
House to Lieutenant-gencral George Beckwith, for the enr 
tire conquest of tHe island of Martinique; to Sir A. Co. 
chrane, knight of the bath, for his able disposal of the - 
paval force under his command for thc attainment of this 
object; to Lieutenant- general Prevost, Major - ge 
Maitland, Brigadicr-general Houghton, Commodore Gacke 
burn, and those under his command; and that the 
probation of the House should be signified to the none 
commissioned officers, and to the sailors and mariners 
-concerned.+-Agreed to nem. con. 
.. Qn the motion of Sir Samuel Romilly, the Houge went 
fntu a Committee on the amended bankrupt Jaws bill. 

‘Mr. Jacob made some objections to the clause respeoting 
the appointment of assignees, to which he proposed making 
some amendments. | | | 
Sir Samuel Romilly said, no.remedy was at present pras 

, and considering the advanced sjate of the session, 
and the great consideration which a bill of this kind ree: 
quired, he could not consent to any altération. The ree. 
medy of the honourable gentleman was not even masured ; 
and if it was, he understood it was intended to be medellad 
ona plan which had been brought into the House of Lords. 
fast session, and which had been thrown out there on age 
‘count of its ineligibility, ; ; . mys 
. A long discussion took place on the wording of the clause > 
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for. etg powerthe the cohymisfovers to.ummon the assignees, 
evew befere''a cividerd; to’ deposit the money they re- 
ceivedila-the hands of w banker: The clause was, however, 
finallf ageec:]'46 a8 ptoposed, without any ameniment. 

‘Khe: wording of the dextelame, ' for § aluwing streties,. 
and-aceeptors of bills, who shoutd pay their debis after the. 
comutissiun,:to ‘prove ‘udder the commission,” produced 
a-very. considerable -distusvion, and un amendment was 
agreed to. ‘ ee 
| After some-further clauses were gonethrough, the chaire. 
inan seported progress, and had leave to sit again. 

. Adjourned. pH 
wtf : a . Se a 
1, HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

«ss MONDAY, APRIL 17. 

Lord A. Hamilton said, thaf from the absence of several 
friends whose presence were of importance to the discus- 
sion, he was induced to defer his motion, relative to the 
report’-of the Fast India Committce, from Friday next to 
to-morrow se’noight. He hoped this arrangement would 
meet the concurrence of the House. 
‘ ‘Lord Casticreagh had’ no objection, as faras he was *. ~ 
individtrally inferested, to the postponement of the motion, — 
ptovided there was’ an understunding that it would posi- 
tivealy be brouglit forward upou the day which the noble 
Jotd tad now appointed. | . 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCB ON THE LATE INQUIRY. 


Eord Folkestone: rose, according to bis notice, te make « 
his promised ‘motion relative to the minutes of evidence 
upon the late inquiry. He was not disposed to trouble - 
the House at any fength upon the subject, as he could not 
possibly anticipate: any opposition to a motien to which: 
there-could not be any ‘objection. All nyusé rcoullect that - 
on the late inquiry evidence of corrupt practices to a very 
great extent had been given; but the House could not, 
ascertain, from evidence relating to another definite obs . 
ject, to what lengths such corruption had gone. On one 
occasion” that evidence was so precive, that a Committee | 
had been in consequence appointed, various discoveries — 
made, and. mal-practices developed. From the tenor of — 
many other testimonies, it was plainly apparent that vas 
tices plages uoder government had been disposed of by 


é 
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: persons in town: this the House could not possibly audier 
. lo proceed without taking sese steps for the puntshment 
pf the guilty, end applying-a remedy to the acknowledged 
abuses. Many facts had come ovt ako, by which it was 
plain that much imprepricty. kad prevailed respeeting the 
' gale of commiserans in the army -—that  piicers had eee 
appoeiated th h the agency of army €fé, an ¢ 
{ie established. regulations af the army bad been infringed 
‘upon. To establish this assertion, he need only remind 
the House of the facts which had been developed respect- 
ing French's levy, and the inferences to be desived theres 
from. It appeared that at the time this levy was on feot, 
many other vies were also going forward, and that this 
levy was distinguished from the rest by the attention 
which had been paid toit; and yet in this levy the utmost 
corruption had prevailed. Was not this then a sufficient 
ground for the interposition of the House, with respect to 
the other levies, which, being less watched, were not of 
course more pure? (Hear, hear!) When he had given 
his notice, these circumstances had made a great imprese 
sion on his mind, and various discoveries had since veon 
added to strengthen that impression. Sucha mase of evi- 
dence had come before the Kast India Committee, that no 
son could be at a loss to ascertain the truth; and that 
Path was, that abuses to an enormous extent had taken 
place. This the [Jouse would not, he was confident, be 
- forward to dispule ; and upon the acknowledgement of 
this as‘a basis his motion rested; for if in what had been 
inquired into, abuses had been ,diseovered, suspicion 
nsust atlach to what had remained concealed. (fear, 
hear!) He would now trespass ne longer on the House, 
dut reserve hinwelf for any objections which might be 
wade against the motion, which he would submit, ans 
, which was 4s follows :— 

‘s That o Committee should be appointed to inquire into 
the execution of corrupt practices ig the state, as to (he 
purchase and sale of commissions, and as to the, isswé 
of letters of service; and that such Committee a 
report the result of their proceedings to the House.” 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer could hy no mease 
agree tu adopt the motion which had-been submitted ta 
‘the Heuse. The noble lord seemed to think, that fem 
evidence which had been adduced, criminal informations 
_ should be filed against al those concered, apd thet 2 


a - 
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genoral inqniry shoutd imsdediately be instituted. Now 
ws far'as he could collect from the evidenec, no distinct 
guilt: could bé brought heme to any individual, and of 
course nO criminal information covki be filed. All fe 
saw was, that certuin » ander the aypellation.o 
brokers, "endeavoured eeeel themsetves into a sort of 
ageney, in which they might peryuide those who had 


‘ eftices in their gift; and who.were ignorant of their decep- - 


tion, to dispose of such offices according to their appoint.’ 
ment. He'need not give n more exact exemptification of 
this than the-case of Mr. Thellusson, who hau no. corrupt 
knowledge of these to wlom he had extended his patron- 
age. This, in his mind, was the general character of 
the offence which the evidence on a late occasion went to 
describe, and which certaigly did not: go so faras to im- 
pute individual guilt, against which a criminal presccution 
might be instituted ; an ulterior proceeding therefare on — 
this ground would be nugatory and inefficient. But he 
would even admit it might be efficient, and he would ask, 
oaght the House to inquire into all the abuses which had 
taken place doring'the last half century ? . What effect 
could such a proceeding possibly have, except to increase 
the ferment.in. the public mind? (a4 laugh.) Gentlemen 
might langh, and he was woll convinced thore were | 
many of those opposite him, whose conviction, thoagh 
possessing the best intentions, he could not carry with 
him. It would be impossible to impute individaat cri- 
wiinality,: 90 as to institute a criminal prosecution, and 
therefore the inquiry would be useless; but, if those who 
differed from him wished to be convinced, they ought to 
atiend seriously, and not treat the subject with ridioale.- 
With respect to the application of a remedy, he could 
not see what new discovery the noble Jord had made, and 
thought, for his part; the House was already in sufficient 
possession of the nature and quality of the case, to render 
any farther inquiry unnecessary : indeed, still farther to 
obviate this argument, be had himself brought forward a 
bill, for the purpose of patting a stop to thove agencies. 
W hen the House saw the provisions of this bill, ‘he was 
sure they would, at least, give. him credit for indastry ; 
when it was printed, they might see whether it was ade- 
quate or not; and if. they thought it was not, then it 
might be jndged how far and in what respect improve- 
mut wascnecessary. After what had been discovered, 
Vou. IL1.—1809. H - 
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Parliament had now only to look prospectively, and see 
what description of remedy was necessdry. He would — 
then object to the motion, because it did not go to punish 
any particolar offender, because ao further information 
was necessary, and because it would not be advisable to 
proceed on a general surmise that delinquency does exist. 
he noble lord certainly had proposed no advantage which. 
could compensate fur the inconveniencies attending his 
motion. ! | 
Lord Archibald Hamilten did net intend anticipating. 
the deba‘e on the Kast Inslia patronage, yet he was of 
opinion that suffvieat disclasures had been already made, 
to negative the assertions of the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer. Heseemed to oppose this motion, chiefly because 
it went to create or increase the ferment in the public 
mind ; but he was well convinced that the most certain 
way to feed the discentent ef the people was to stifle ine 
guity int6 those abuses, the existence of which no man 
pow conld be obstinate enough to deny. ' 
Lord Folkestone said, after what had fallen frem the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, he found it impossible not 
to offer a few observations. With respect to the bill of 
the right honourable gentleman, he could not be cxpected 
to deliver his sentiments, as he was an utter airanger to 
the provisions which it contained, which he beliewed was 
the case with the majority of the House. It was said that 
his projyectect Committee could briag ne particular culprit 
before the House; he would ash, was it possible for any 
man to deny that it was very possible after the evidence 
which had been alseady akduced? It was said also (has 
the law caquid not punish those to whom.no direot orimin 
nality could be aitached. The House, however, had 
other methods of punishing those who. transgressed . its 
rules than those which the strict letter of a law court laid 
down. Another objection wade was, that there was ng 
epecific abject in his mation ; bis object was to inquire into 
abuses, which had been proved to exist, and to bring the 
delinquents to summary and ample punishment. If there 
were any in the House, however, who did not believe 
that those abuses really existed, the way for those to prose 
ceed woukl be to support bis motion, and prove to the 
public the veracity of their assertion. ( Hear, hear, hear !) 
Asthe noble lord had justly stated, the surest way to 
, allay the ferment of the people would be to shew them 
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that sach ferment had been causetessly excited. (J7car, 
hear!) The House ought not te shut its éycs to the strte. 
of the country ; dhey should respect the impression which 
liad bert made on the publio—insritute an inquiry—pus 
nish offenders.if théy were found to exist ; and if they did 
not exist, then set government right in the popular estina- 
tion. Whether then the abuses existed ur not, an inquiry 
dnght tb by instituted ; of, if it was opposed, the oppo- 
sition aught to come least of all from him who was the 
Srietd and assoviate of those culprits on whom justice 
should he excteted. 
Lotd H. Petty aprecing, #3 he did, with a great par 
of the atgumenty of the noble Jord who brought forward 
the motion, still felt it inrpossible fur him to vote for it in 
Xs present shape. Bait thoagh le could not support the 
noble lord’s motién, he was prepared to declare his come 
plete dissent from the argument urged by the right ho- 
nourable gentleman acdimst if, that becanse there was a. 
ive measure before the House for the correction 
of an enistinc evil; it was therefore not necessary to instie 
tute dny inquiry into that existing evil. Ou the contrary, 
he should contend, that, with & view to rerider the remedy 
effectual, it was desirable that the House should be made 
acquainted with the -whole of the evil; and he was at » 
Joss te conceive any good reason why the inquiry should 
not be prosecuted: But the view in which he regarded 
the motion of the noble lord rendcred it difficult for him ta 
e to it, at the sume time that he did not differ from 

the argawents of the noble lord, or cispute tlre propriety 
of having the abuses known to cxist sifted to the bottom. 
His objection was to the extent of the trust proposed to.be 
delegated by the House, if the motion werd acceded to, and 
a Commitice to be apypuinted according to ttre terms of that 
motion. He had come down fo the House with an ims 
pression that the motion of the noble lord would have 


en fot 4 particular reference to a Committee above stairs - - 


of the particular facts whieh had’ been produced in evie 
dence before the Committee of the whole Hlousd. In alf 
cases of the appoirttment of such a Commitee, so far as hie - 
had ben able tn tearm, there had heen itivariably a partis 
cular reference to some distinct faets to which the investic 
| gation of the Committee was to be divected ; and certainly, 
the neble lord iv hie statement had not given any reasons 
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that could satisfy his mind. of the propriety of departing: 
na Committee 


from the general practice of the House. - 
constituted as that proposed by the noble lord, it would 
be competent to any individual member to point out at 


his discretion any line of investigation for the attention: 


of the Comn:ittee. This was a discretion which the House 
should not, and ouglit not to delegate to any Committee. 
The inqnisitorial power respecting existing abuses, and 
the manner of directing and regulating the course of 


inguiry into them, was fit only to be exeroised by that . 


House, and should not be delegated to any Committee. 
If the noble lord should bring forward any distinct alle- 
gations to the House, he should have his support in any 
proposition he might make for inquiry. But the House 
would perceive, from the generality of. the noble lord’s 
motion, that the inquiry would extend to all the depart- 
ments of the state, and that too without any specification 
of facts to sustain it. Thinking, therefore, that the noble 
lord’s motion would go beyond the Jimits which the prac- 
tice of the Hause had established, it could not meet his 
concurrence, though he. should cheerfully support ahy 


motion for inquiry upon a distinct allegation, founded - 
either upon the facts already in evidence before the House, 


or upon any facts which the noble lord might obtain from 
any other source. In the present temper of the times, 
they were bound to encourage inquiries upon any rational 
ground, and it was only from the generality of that pro- 
posed by the noble lord that any ebjection could arise 
against itin bis mind. The only two precedents which 
bis examination of their journals enabled him to find of 
such a general inquiry would shew the inefficacy of that 
course, because in both instances the inquiry had proved 
abortive. The first was the Commitfee appointed to 
inquire into the conduct of the Tory Administration at the 
end of the reign of Queen Anne; the sccond was, the 
Committee appointed (o inquire into the conduct of Sir 
Robert Walpole; and in both cases the inquiry led to no 
beneficial result, It was the duty of that House at all 
- tjmes, but more particularly in times Kke the present, to 

inquire into existing abuses; but he was sure it ‘would 

use before it should adopt a course so inconsistent with 
jis established usages. If this Committee were to be ap- 
pointed, it would beco 


me a Committee of public accusge 
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tion. He could not, therefore, agree to this motion, thougtt 
he woald be ready to support any rational course of ine 
quiry fouaded upon distinct and specific allegations. 

Mr. Whitbread. was sorry that Fe had at that moment 
to address the House, but he conld not reconcile it to him- 
self to give a silent vote upon this question. All the right 
honoarable gentleman had said did not appear to him to 
Justify his opposition to the question of the noble lord. 
Neither could be aceede to the arguments of his noble 
friend, that because the inquiry was too general, it ought 
not to be gone into. ‘The right honourable gentleman 
had not denied the existence of abuses; the time for such 
a denial was gone by.; and when the existence of abuses was . 
known, the necessity of inquiry mast be obvious. He had 
not heard the whole of the speech of the right honourable 
gentleman, having come into the House when he was in 
the middle of it. ‘The first observation he heard from him 
was directed against some levity with which he supposed 
what he had previously said had been received. He could 
assure tbat right honourable gentleman, that he was not 
in the habit of treating his argements with levity ; and in 
the serious situation in which the country was placed, 
such levily would be misplaced. The right honourable 
geatleman had admitted the existence of abuses (No, No! 
from the Treasury Bench) ; well, if he had not, it was a 
right he possessed to assume it. But, whatever might be 
thought upon the subject within the doors of that House, 
it was the impression abroad that extensive abuses did 
exist, and would be discovered. if this Committee were to 
be appointed. But it was said, by the right honourable 
geolleman, that the inquiry ought .not to be prosecuted, 
even though a discovery of abnses were to be the result, 
pecause the remedy fur those abuses was contained ina 
-bill now, in-progress through that Flouse. That bill he 
had not yet scen, and consequently could not be acquainted 
‘with its provisions; but he doubied whether all be could 
doin that way would remedy the abuses ; and it was abse- 
Jutely necessary to know the extent of the grievance, ih 
order to render the remedy effectual. The right honour- 
able gentleman had stated, on a former night, that he had 
received information respecting the traffic in places, carried 
an by the house of Pohiman and Keylock, even before the 
inquiry had been instituted in that House. When the 
fact was mentioned by hig bqnourable friend, it was 


rd 


5% YAE PARVIAMENTARY REGISTER. feo. 


yeceivec! with great levity ; and, thoagh the right honowr- 
able gentleman was aware of the case at that time, he had 
nevertheless joined in the langh which had been excited, 
I¢ was now known that theese men were the univetsal 
agents of all persons who sought places in any department 
of the state; and nay not they have becn cennected with 
persons in some of those departments through whom they 
' procured the appointments in which they trufficked ? It 
was extremely desirable to know through whose meaus 
these persons obtained the situations in the army, the. 
charch, and the other public establishments. After what 
had recently came to light, and the discoveries nmde by 


the Committee on East India patronage, wae the right | 


honourable gentleman surpriscd that a ferment existed in 
the public mind? A ferment did certainly exist, and an 
indignant feeling pervaded the public mind, concerning 
the abuses which had been detected. It was the more 
incumbent, therefore, upon (bat House, to promote the 
Snqniry proposed, in order that the guilty might be des 
tected and’ punished ; of if no such abuses did exist, thas 
that fact should be made out to the satisfaction of the 
public. But it would be most dangerous if they were to 
alifle the inquiry in the first instance. As to the objection 
against the gencrality of the niotion of his noble friend, 
that appeared to him not to be a sufficient ground for 
opposing it. He was prepared to admit, that if he had 
had the preparing of the motion, he should have drawn it 


& 


up ina more distinct and specific form; but still its genee 


rality was not, in his opinion, any ground for opposing 
jt. It had becn said by his noble friend, that the House 
sught not to delegate such powers as were proposed te 
any Committee; but he must contend that twenty-one 
gentlemen might be selected from that Housc, te whom 
such powers might be given, not only with safety to-the 
inquisitorial powers of that House, but witlr advantage 
to the objects of inquiry. His noble friend, too, appenzed 
to him {0 be mistaken in the view which he had taken of 
the Cammitice towards the close of his speech, when he 
represented it as a Committee of public accusation. The 
yeal fact was, (hat the powers proposed to be given te 
the Commitiee were not powers of accusation, but powers 
of investigation into the abuses which existed in the state, 
nat with a view to accusa:ion but to correction. He contd 


wish that be bad it in his power to. sey, that wo abuses 
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did exist; but he sincerely believed that corruptions éxist- 
ed in the various pablic departments, which it was desir- 
abie sheuld be brought to light, aad it was necessary to 
have inquired into and cosecied, in order even that 
the government might be safe. His noble friend had obe 
jected that the powess of the Committee were tobe general: 
true, but ia the two precedents which he had referred to, 
and which he had stated to have failed of preduciag any 
beneficial result, the question which the public would — 
ask, was, whether the Coinmittees hatl in these two cases 

done their duty? Whether, when they bad come te — 
some strong potut, soine important fact, or traced delia- 
quency to some preminent persos, they had not then 
xopped skort, anil blinked at the question? If these Come 
mitiees bad not done their duty, that was ael a reason wliy 
the Cogmnitiee shoul! not naw be sppointed, though it 
would be a very substantial season why the House should 
take care that nqne but proper persons should be placed ia 
the Committee. ‘These were the reasons which wduced 
him (o support the motion of his neble friend: and he 
felt anxious to state them before they shoyld come toa 
vete: He did not differ in principle from his noble 
Siowd j but ne thore waist be cither the black or the white 
in the completion of the case, the inquiry appeared ia- 
dispensable, in order to as¢ertain which was the real apr 
lepr; and the motian should consequently have his sup- 


Mr. Fterney ebtserved that this was the firet instance ia 
which be bad ever known sa imporstant a motion submit. 
ted to parliament without any previous nutice. For if he 
was to have been -asked, as he had been ia the course of 
that day, what ke supposed world have been the motioa 
ef the noble herd, in consequence of the notice he bad gives 
just, before the holidaya, he must have answered that i# 
would have been to refer to a Committce up stiire all the 
evidence tahen brfore tbe Committee of the whole House, 
whick did mot refer personally to the Duke of York. This 
wos what be could collect from the terms in which the 
noble Jord had given his notice; and certainly he conld 
not have suppesed that the House would have been upon 
a sudden called upon -to entertain this most important 
Quesiion without the slightest shadow of a,notice. The 
subject, in itself's0.imporiant, was readeted more awful by 
the circumstance of the public mind heing heated, and he 
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\ would add justly heated, by a’reflection upon the abuses 
which bad beeu dbtectid, © THe motida of ‘the: noble lor | 
‘hiterally amounted to an:asreigomeht of the whole of 16. 
»Majesty’s government, as galley of ‘corruption in’ the ‘at 
3 woinistration of their vatious‘dépattments. ' Phat was tie 
iréal state of the: question s-and‘ it waa not withoot the 

most scrious déliberation; that ‘dh’ accusation of ‘that: d& 

seviption was:to be entertained: He concurréd with h& 
: noble and honourable friends, thatit would be disgravefét 
vif that-Honse wore to refuse to go into an inquiry, Where 
‘particular facts ‘were specified, and distinct charzes’ of 

abuse exhibited. They owed the prosecution of such’an’ 

inquiry a6 aduty to the people; bat they: owéll also'a: 
duty ‘to government, and wete bound, ‘from the Interest: 
‘they all had in its character and credit, to protect it from 
general accusations, unsupported by any distinct charfds 
.of specificabuses. if they were to agree to the motion’ 6f 
the noble lord, they: would not be dealing with govern- 
ment, as they would deal with. an individnal. ‘Unqueés- 
tionably it would not be contended, ‘that it would: be fair 
to an individual to make a gencral charge against hit, 
and then tell hitn that if he were innocent, he would. have 
the opportanity in meeting the accusation to prove that 
innocence. He woald not, he protested, deal in that mas- 
“ner with any of the honourable gentlemen opposite, ‘not- 
withstanding his political: hostility to them. Before tte 
- could agree to the motion of the noble lérd, he must have. 
eases of abuse’ distinctly: stated ; «and from: the dtstin- 
guished sagacity and acuteness which had been evinced & 
that noble lord,-he was convinced he must have many suc 
cases, whicli be could produce from the mass of evidence 
laid before the Honse. Let the noble lord bring forward 

a distinct statement of such specific cases, and‘he should 
, have his support onany motion he should make for inquiry, 

into them; nay, he would gladly second sucha motion. . 

But it was not for that House to agree to the motion then 

under conskleration, because it had pteased some persons 

out of that House to say that they were all corrypt. On 
duch a subject he should: not suffer himself to be influeaced 
by any feeling which might exist ont of doors, nor ton- 
sent to the appointment of such a Committee as was pro- 
- posed, which, without any limitation of time, upon no 
spectiic offence alteged, and without any distinct clrar 
- urged, would place all the pablic establishments - of the 
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stale upon their trial. Hé trusted that the noble lord 
would not feel that in opposing this motion he wished 
to thwart the object of this motion, or to throw any veil 
over the transactions which he wished to make the aubject 
of inguiry. This motion was of such a description, that 
eyen the noble lord’s own friends could nat vote for it, bee 
Cause there was no precedent to be found ofa similar pro- 
ceeding. He was ready to do credit to the sincerity of 
the a‘tile lord, in his wish to detect and expose publig 
abuses, ‘and to admit that he was convinced that this was 
the sole object he had in view in bringing forward his mo- 
tion. But still, notwithstanding all this, together with 
what lately came to light, be must contend that the noble 
lord had stated no graund to warrant Parliament in de» 
arting from its established and invariable practice. 
hat, he would ask, had been the whole of the case that 
had lately been bronght to light? The whole of the 
uges detailed in the report of the Committee on East 
India patronage, with the exception of a single case, 
hich it was neither his wish, nor would it be proper for 
Sim to touch upop, had no connection whatever with the 
government. ‘hey referred to the manner in which the 
patronage of the East India directors had been abused—s 
atronage exclusively belonging to them by a particular 
law, and for the abuse of which they were punishable b 
the same law. When the Committee had been proposed, 
he was of opinion that thé motion ought hot to have been 
acceded ‘to, because the abuses alleged did not concern 
that House or the government; and he coydd not discover 
any reason why a Committee of that Houst should be a 
pointed to do the business of the gentlemen of Leadenhalfl- 
street. As well might those gentlemen, if one of. their 
clerks misconducted himself, come to the bar of that 
House, and ask for a Committee to inquire into the case. 
But why then, when, with the exception to which he 
before alluded, and which he begged leave not to be con- 
‘sidered as giving any opinion upon, no one of the cases 
ian licated™ the government; why, he asked, had the 
noble lord fixed upon that subject, when so much more 
than suspicion existed as to the transactions of the office 
of the Horse Guards, as detailed in the evidence before the 
Ifouse? Why did the noble lord pass over what he 
could sustain by evidence, and propose, by the coarse he 
Vou. [11.—1809. 
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was pirsning, to plate the adménéstrating of-the ea . 
nid all the other public departments, upon trial? 
“swished the noble ford ‘to’ withdrqu thia motion, ans! £ . 
bring forward some distinct fatts, im which oase he shoul 
support him; ‘but lie-felf it a dwty: to-vpte agalost the prey 
s¢nt mofion: The noble dord rhust have many. .¢ases 
which it was his Intention t6 bruig:- qoder the considgratign 
-of the Cominittee, ancl if he would ‘but specificall y. stafe 
apy of these to the House, he shonld have his support. 
‘Tt might “he ‘imputed ‘to him that. he was: corrupt for se 
“Vote hé should give: thit:- night 7 bat he would. Icave bis 
character and hie life tospeak for themselves, and,no ery 
sh wilt ever induce him to vote for the present motion. ., 
Mr. Brand briefly stated the ground of his dissent from 
the motion of his nelle friend te be, that there was po 


recedent for such a proceeding, and the terms of (he me- 
Fon were too general. Ho oo ; 
| Mr. Lethbridge said, that he came. down with a detler- 
mination io support the motion, supposing it related. to 
charges against parficular individuals, or on specific. sub- 
jects (for the people of Engtand were looking forward, to 
charges against pirticular individuals) ;-but finding it 
did-no', he could not give it-his support. He. must dissent 
from the present motion, and wait until the noble lord; or 
some other person, would come forward better prepared 
with specific charges. He could not accede to so gene- 
Fal a motion, on the presumption that abuses prevailed in 
evety department of the government, Hedid not believe 
that any such existed to the extent supposed. 
‘" Mr. Ponsonby hoped, that on account of the vote 
which he should give, he would not be accused by any 
‘man of a wish to countenthee or protect abuse. The 
noble lord, who made the motion, could not be more 
‘anxious than he was to punish corrapt abuses wherever 
they were discovered. He could not assent to the pre- 
sent motion, becadse it took for granted that abuses did 
exigt in every branch and depar(ment of the govegnment. 
‘1t would have been easy for the noble lord to have ob- 
‘tained the substance of his motion in another way. .He 
should have adupted the example ef the honourable. mem- 
ber who brought forward the charges againet the Duke of 
York. .'That honourable member stated specific charges ; 
fie detailed part of the evidence that he meant. to adduce 
“in support of them, and on that fair aud.candid statcment 
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We House sranted theCoveméties he required. But there 
ever: was‘ant igelance in which a Committee, with powers 
fo eulianited and? objedis eo: unelefindd, had been agreed 
. “The object ofthe motion was ho less (han to crimis 
waite the whale department of gdhe.atate. Lt was impo-sj- 
Bie for'him to: give a stent vote ‘when a ‘eharge so gener.l 
‘ind so serious -wits preferred; and particularly as there 
Wes a dispogvition' oul ‘of doorg’ to believe every thing tht 
‘was alleged agninst that House. ‘They were industri- 
‘Oasly’ represented as all'kaaves and rozucs alike, and the 
‘people were teld: that paghament' was so corrupt that it ~ 
‘was Of né consequence: in-iwhose hands the government 
was placed. ‘He-could not awree to any motion that woald ~ 
‘tinction such infamons and impudent calumnies. Theré 
were 'inen-{a the House as honest and wncorrupt as any 
@ut of'doors, aad: noch more so, he belicve:|, than tho.e 
who laboured to brand them with tins general stigma. For 
Aimsalf; he would say that any person who made such a 
charge was not a: whit ae honesice public man than be 
‘was. $n whatever. recarddd abuses in the finances, or any 
particelar specified.department,' he would go as far-as any 
one to promote inquiry and obtain redress. © © 0}! 
''. Mr. Hatchinson, though he could not entircly approve 
‘ the form of the motion, was inclined to support it. The 
moment was awful in the extreme. " He wished to 

’ 6 the constitulion restored to ifs genuine purily. }t wab 
notorious that abuses did exist, which called ont for exa» 
mination and corrcetion, He had .no hesitation in des 
claring, that the system of government followed in thts 
country for years past was such as ought not to be con- 
‘tinned. He was awatc of the inc. nyenience of a Cominit- 
tee with such general powers. But could any man say, 
‘after what had lately appeared, that corrupt practices 
‘did not exist ? [be feared (hat great injury would be done 
40 the public cause by thus stifling investigation. It. was 
asked why the noble lord did not preter specific charges ? 
He had no doubt but that he was-prepared with specific 
charges, although he might have good reasuns for not 
stating them in the outset. The object of the motion was 
tostrike at abuses, undes whatever government they might 

- exist, or have existed, : 
: Mer. Parnell obsorveil, that the motioh was not of that 

. general nature described, ‘The labours of the Committaey 
. .it)sheuld.be gtantel, would be limited. to ihe thece 
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ene of inquiry elated-by the noble.lord ;. Brenohietevyy: 
e sale of ecommimione in: the. army, aud the sale: i 
places under govevamnent. He would give -his vote for: 
motion if-it propased a mote extensive iaquiry. =: 31.0: 
. Mr. C. Wynne could, vet agread ig the explanedive of 
the nature of the motian -grwen by the honeurable zens; 
ber. It ap; eared to hima to contain a general charge off 
® corrapt disposal of places, without any limitation ae 
to time. He would nat refuse to: go into an-ingeiy, if 
a specific charge was brought forward ; but he could:wes 
agree to go into charges without knowigg whether: the 
“persons implicated in thems were dead or alive, aad.ie 
which it was nat imposaible the defence of the parties 
gizht rest on the teslimony of witnesses long since id 
their graves. He agreed with.a noble lord (H. Petey) a6 
to the impropriety of delegating functions that ought.ta 
be exercised by themselves. They were sent theve to-dise 
charge the duty fer which thoy were delegated by the . 
Oommons of England, and that was a privilege he would 
got part from his hands. Before they agreed to.any Come 
mittee, they were tq consider whether the case was of 
such magnitude as to deserve to be sent te a Committee, 
Xhere was aaoiher ground oa which he felt it his duty te 
vesist the motion. He understoed that it,-was . intendy 
ed to inquire into transactions that took place: in am 
other part of the empire antecedent to the union. ‘The 
test inconvenience would resak from this. 14-woald 
affect neither himself, nor any of those with whom he wag 
eonnected, bat # would deeply affect the characters. of 
reons now in their graves, Lord Cornwallis and Ma. 
itt, I¢ would be impossible for a Commitice, constituted 
as this was ;:roposed to be, to refuse to listen to, and em 
fertain such charges. Upon these grounds he mast dey 
eidedly object (op the motion. If acase waa stated cuffi- 
ciently graze to call tor consideration, he wonkd give at 
every support in hig powcs. = 
A wember under gallery (Mr, T. Foley, we bee 
Fieve) said, tbat the motion wet with his bearty suppor, 
He thought that they could not discharge their duty te 
their constituents more effcctually than by inquiring inte 
abuses, wherever they were suspected ta pravail. The 
people had good reasoiis.to suspect the. government of the 
fountry. . . 
Sir J, Ava:ruther said, that his chief objactiga to the 
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spotion. wha, -tbht 6 whe tea: gtneral je: .its ehpoty and 1h 

it.nssnmnod that-abuses did exist withaut stating a tittle 

evidennc, 0. sepport gach $0 assumation.. Qne geetle- 
man arceigand the whole system. of governments rod an 
Reneumislc member tader the gellesy. anys, that the 
people bed: @ righti tq suspeet gavernmest.. Ehe noble 
isd -whp brought forward.the metion scoussd govesad 
went of sonening sbrisew; but why did nat the pexsong 
who made: those charges bring forward instance to justify 
gech. ascertians? Why. did the noble mover. make big 
guttion se:geneml? Why did he not come forward with 
fectsy if any. weve within-hisknewledge? No; they wore 
gelied: upon to go. iato.an inquiry they knew sot why. 
i wos imposible amy moderate man coal agree in suck 


8 matoe. If aapocifie case was brought forward with 


time, amd place, and cicgumstance annexed t it, let 
be inquived toto. . But ap inquity s0 ancdefiaed, so ex 
wavegaai.as this, he would: oppose im the first instance, 
aad in every stage of ite progtess. He woukl never carte 
apni. te:vest a Committes of that House with daknowa 
powes, to do nnheam!.of and unknown mischief. - 
| Mr: P. Meora hoyod the noble lord: would reeeive 
back. bie motion, aud bring some specific case 16 suppert 
bim,:én which there sppeated the strongtst disposition. 
He undamtval. that bis mation was to be of the natuse 
described by. his -honeurable friend jnext to him. (Mir 
Tierney), that it-would relate solely to gome collateral 
mjier atising out ef the investigution of the chagges - 
agaiant ihe Duke ef York. If the nable lord had tead 
the eighth report of the military ingniry, it was olraage 
thst he should -have mentioned French’s levy only aya 
gulijent of investigation. He might Live found m that 
sopori, that were no less than twenty-one. such levies. 
Zt woeld -have been well werth his while to investigate 
_inta-the manner ia-which these levies were obtained, bow 
conducted, aud the result with which they were attentad, 
Fhe would fiad that ne less. than 500,0004 of tho peblie 
gaeney bad been lavished in thia way, aad thai the pro 
dace-of men had failed almost in every instance. ihe 
exanaination had. only yet precceded as far na 211,000, 
of this. expenditure, and it was discovered that of «his 
fam ne dees than 96,000/,.had been drawn by fraud and 
imposition. There was maties suiticient in these lo. have 
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afforded a Committee employment for the -rest of! che: 
gessiuh) a po etm 
- My. Secretary Canning sai}, that considering. the ime 
ression which the notice of the motion, given by the nohblen 
orl previous to the reces, had mae out of deors, ard the: 
sublic expectation it appeared to excite, be felt it ieeame: 
ent upon him to state his sentiments. 1¢ would not bed, 
conc a person filling the situation he did to give a sitent. 
vole. it would be impossible for him, consistent .w&Hh his- 
Paty, and valuing the frame of the constitution as itstoody. 
not to give his most marked and decided disapprohation:' 
to the motion. ‘In opposing it, he did. not oppose a mow, 
tion for a specific inquiry into specific abuses, but-he ape. 
posed a motion that had no relation whatever, to i, a 
specific inquiry would bave fastened oa‘ indivinttalsy-eat? 
abuses ; but the object of a motion, so general and-aunded - 
fined as that before the House, could have ne other: 
rpose than to scatter general censure, to'-keep up a: 
ermént in the public mind, and to do mischiets bee ; 
yond the apprehensions of those whose apprehensions - 
were strongest. The noble lord had. accused his-hoe 
mourable friend' of a disposition to screen abuses, and 
had reproved the remedy which was proposed by hiw-to - 
prevent confedetacies out of doors, for the corrupt. dise 
posal of patronage. Another gentleman had pointed out 
tothe noble lord objects for inquiry, which it appeared 
twere already under examination. It did therefore appear 
- that these manifold abuses, which were supposed (to pre+ 
vail in every department of the state, were not wholly 
without remedy. If these remedies were insutlicient, why 
did not the noble lord say so, and propo:e these thaé | 
anight be more effectual? He deprecated: the practice df 
pointing at government as the source of corruption. ‘The 
effect of exaggerating this evil was, not to allay but te 
perpetuate the public ferment. An honourable member 
under the gallery said, that the people had a right to suse 
pect government ; another honourable member blamed 
the whole frame of the government ;.and to this Gome 
‘mittee it wds proposed that the task should be delegatdd, 
of inquiring into the whole frame of that government; of 
inquiring into the conduct of every man who was engaged - 
in‘atty one of its departments. This important investi« 
gation’ was fo be made, not by the House itself, but by-a - 
Committee. A Committee! If ever there was an instance 
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ia ‘which a‘mighty fabour was to be executed by a dimi-, 
nutive power, it was this. He must reclaim from tbe Come 
mittee & task’so moch: exoveing its powers. . He could 
mdt contrive for what’ tational or practical purpose this- 
wadtion was broveht forward. © Was there no mischief in 
Lerpine 4 perstasion flive ‘in’ thie public mind, that it wag 
the opinion of impartikl men in ‘that House, that so much 
réétdnness and corrnption existed in every part of the state,. 
as'tendered sach an inquity necessary? ‘The,motion held 
out- no Hope of immediate atlvantage to the people; but it. 
hekl out’ the whofe cast and ¢lass of public men to suse 
picion. «'Fhey were all tepresented as eagerly struggling 
for. places and power, and as having nothing in view but 
the emolaments of office. The emoluments of office! If 
there be any man who considered the labours of an official 
situation, the dutiesihat were to be performed, the anxieties 
that were undergone, the warfare which a public maa 
had, to. support, nut -onty in that House, but from the 
inelignity which assailed him out of it, and could think 
that these thins were to be compensated by money, hedid 
net envy such a man his feelings pr frame of miad. 
there was any man who could think so, it was to hime 
subject not of regret, but of pride, tobe the object of. the 
susuiciar of a sacha man. The noble lord and his abete . 
tors might succeed in fixing this imputation on public . 
men,. and ‘driving them from power ; in rendering them a 
degradel-elass, that he and those who sapport him might 
succeed to that ruin and degradation. He could not agree 
in this wide-wasting motion, without admitting the (ruth 


of assertions, for which he was persuaded there, was uo . 
foundation. : 


! « 
. Lord Henry Petty said, he had been mistaken ia.ene - 


point by the right honourable gentleman who-jyat sat . 


-doun. In every sentence of the latter part of his speech | 


he entirely agreed, He never charged the administratiga - 
. with screening abuses. 


Lord Folkestone said, that it was by no means his. in- 


- tention to bring forward charges «gainst the whole system . 


of the government. ‘The words of bis motton could, ant 
be so interpreted. The motion he bad made yaturally 


. anose out the order of the day, which was to take the evie 
_ dexee on the charges against the Dyke of York into fur- 


% 


ther consideration. 
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The House then divided : 
_ For the motion « - 4 = 3 
Againstit + + = = - 176 
7 -  Plaprity - - + - LS - 
The other orders of the day were then disposed of. 
Adjourned. 
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RQUALISATION OF CURRENCY IN GREAT BRITAIN AND 
IRELAND, ° 


a= 


Mr. Parnell rose, pursuant to his notice, t6 move fog 


a Committee of the whole House, to take inte its considexae 
tion the report of a Committee of that House in the session 
of 1864, respecting the state of the currency in Ireland, 


Hie object was, if that motion should be agreed tg in the. 


Oomniitee, to move, that it Is now expedient that the 
standard coin of the united kingdom should bear the same 
‘malue in all parts of the kingdom as it docs now ih Eng 
and. . The distinction between the currency of Great 
Beitain and Ireland was productive of mavy inconve: 
miencies, both as it gave to their intercourse a charactet 


which ought only to belong to foreign nations, and pre-. 


wented that complete identify, and unison of habits and. 
interests, which it must have been the objeet of those who 
supported the union between the two countries to estas 


Another inconvenience resulting from this distino . 
-tion was, that whilst it was suffered to exist, it was ime , 


possible that trade could flourish, in consequence of the 
pecuniary difficulties that must constantly arise from the 
operation that is at present necessary to convert a sum of 


carrency of one country into an equivalent sum of 


. the currency of the other. ‘But the great inconvenience 
was, the course of exchange, and the fluctuation of that 
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coarse of exchange which this distinction of currency. | 


gave birth to. It appeared to him, therefore, that, 
- this distinction were removed, and a common circulating 
medium established for the two countries, that the course 
- of exchange would be altogether done away. The 
of exchange, according to the present difference of cur- 
rency, was that every 100/. English currency was equi 
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valent to 108);6s,, 8g. Irish curreacy. , Yet, though the.- 
par of exchagge.was 8 and 13d, per ceat, Irish curreneyy 
the actual rate of exchange had been, in 1800, seventeen, 
and was at present but geven, boing @ loss of nine per . 
cent. agnin;t Ireland in the, former case, and an ade . 


_ Vantage of one anda third in fayour of Ireland at pre . 


sent. Circumstances were. now,..therefore, most favours | 
able for the plan of equalizatiog which . he meant to 
propose. The way to get rid of the exchange, appeared 
to im to be, to pincreme. the, means rag remitance for 
c . either by makin ) a 
tepal tee mi Ireland equally. with Irish bank. paper, 
or enabling the merchant to convert Irish into Eng ish 
aak paper; and, in this respect, .to place the intercourse . 


‘between Ireland and England, as to pecuniary transe , 


actions, on the same footing as the intercourse between - 
the'different parts of England and London. The hank: - 
of Ireland, he was sure, though he was aware that it 
cotld not Be compelled, would afford every facility to. 
the plar, not only upon grounds of public, but considee. 
rations. of private interest. Scotland was exactly cits 
cuimstanced, in 1763, as Ireland is at present with respect. 
to England, and by the adoption of measures similar to 
thdse he had to propose, had, reduced the rate of ex- 
change to pat, and kept it down ever since. He would 
recommend, therefore, that bank of England notes should 
be made as legal a tender in Ireland, as bank of Ireland . 
notes ; and that would be sufficient, without making bank, 
of Ireland notes reciprocally a legal tender in England,. 
to do away the exchange, if the regulation were fo ace.: 
company an_ equalization of the currency of the. twa. 
countries. The example of Scotland proved it. If the, 
measure had been resorted to in 1805, it might have been .- 
attended with less difficulty; but as .a new coinage hed. . 
aince been issued with a different device from the English. . 
coin, that circumstance opposed some impediment in the 
of the plan. What he had to propose then was, 
frat a'néw coinage, with one uniform device, should be . 
issued, and when that should be prepared, that the pre- 
sent coin should be called in. By a paper upon the 
fable, it appeared, that the expense of coining 600 tong 
6f copper by Mr. Bolton was 44,3367 being at the rate: 
of it ‘per’ ton’ for thé ‘pence, and 49]. per ton for. the 
Voit — 1908. 
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Kilfpence and farthings. ‘The loss ppon the re-coihagé 
of the whole would not exceed 15 or 8 20,0000; 4 a 
that could never be an object where so great a benefit 
was to be accomplished. He proposed also, that a ‘gies 
néral silver coinage should, he jssued for the whole of the 
united kingdom. A proclamation from his majesty would ' 
‘bé sufficient thus far; but in aid of this it would be né- ° 
cessary to have an act of the legislature directing that all | 
contracts made previous to fhe proclamation should te 
taken, unless the contrary was expressed, to bé in Prish ° 
currency, and all contracts subsequent to it should, be 
‘taken to be in English currency, The honourable gen- 
tleman then ‘tated the conviction. he felt of its ut iy, 
aiid of the present being the most favourable moment for ° 
bringing forward his plan, as the ouly ground upon which’ 
he submitted this subject to the consideration of the 
House, and concluded by moving, that the said report 
bé entered as read, and that the House resolve itself into 
a Committee of thc whole House to consider of that’ 
réport. 

Mr. Foster agreed with his honourable friend, that it 
would be desirable to equalize the currency of the two, 
countries, but did not think that the plan he had offered 
contained any practicable mode of accemplisbing that 
object. How was the bank of Ireland to obtain bank of’ 
England notes, .and if it could, tow was it to keepa 
stock of them to answer the demand? Neither bank of 
Ireland nor bank of Engjand was a legal tender, and he- 
was convinced it would be a very dangerous stretch of 
the powet.of parliament to.give such a character to any” 
paper. “There was at present a currency in Ireland fully: 
stiflicient for its wants, and with which the country was’ 
very well satisfied. The amount of bank tokens in circus 
lation there amounted to. 1,200,000/. ; 200,000/. of which 
were issued on the credit of the bank of Ireland, ahd & 
mMillidh issued by the bank on account of the Irish trea- 
sury. The whole of this currency was issued in pieces 
not beipg aliquot parts of any cains in circulation in this 
country, but calculated in proportions bearing that re- 
ition to the Irish pound. The honourable gentleman 
Proposed that the whole of this should be called in; and 
a hew silver coinage issued for the whole kingdom. The 
Gitcutation of silver in England could not’ lens "tha 
four millions sterling, whilst that in Ireland ‘whs proted 
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bycegperience Ber) amauat. to, twelve hundred thousand 

pounds . The effect of going info the Committee upoa 

ba @ propasitin, ae ‘depreciate the vale of the bank 
ai 









jokers, cin Treland, ¥ coantry could not expect to 
ave the new coinage issuedt'for its use, until thiscountry - 
ipl ,, served; Sréht" inconvenience would conse 


aquenily be’ thé resulé. *Thdugh be admitted how desir- 
‘able i Would be to “ieeomglth the equalization of. the 
sgurtency of the two" couhiries, yet as be did not thiak it 
ractic le dt the present, he must oppose the motion of 
Set friend for going into the Committee. 
O'Hara, Mr. Henry TMoenton, Mr. Ponsonby, and 
bs ivics Glday, severally expressed their Baal of 
e practicability df the’plan proposed by the honogeble 
tleman, when Mr! Parnell made a short reply, ip 
which he stated, with a view to set himself right with+he 
» House avid his country, that it wes from an unintentional 


;-omigsion that he had not stated his view, with respect ta 
*-calling’in the silver enrrency in Ireland, to haye beea the 


,same he had stated with regard to the copper coiny ng 


“that it should not bé dalled ing by proclamation, ti 


“tha new coinage should be teady to be issued ta teplece 


it. "Phe motion'was then put, and negetived without 6 
: division, Adjourned. 


‘ HOUSE OF LORDS. 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19. | 


The Earl o, af Liverpool laid on the table the copy of a 
Yetter from the Junta of Galicia to Captain Kennedy. 


. Heat the same time observed, that there, wquid.be found, 
. rc te papers on the table, a daqument that would 


ly supersede the neceasit Of @ motion, of which 

a Prnoble baron (Lord Carysfort) had ren notice. Ie 
was a let(cr.from the Segrétary of Stata for foreign ¢ 

artment to Mr. Frere, respecting the con tof 

was to observé to $ir John Moore. au un 
6th October, and contained all the jnsirg 
. been transmittel to Mr. Tera on teak cat pc 

‘Lord Auckland moved for a retyrn. of. the. aus 
deserters which had: pineil the British. .a 
time they were in Spain aed Hortugal. Picked ne ie it 
was considerable, and,.. if. brought dat» ae 
shew that out loss .was greater inthe late compaign thaait 





_ “appeared. from the returns on the table-—Adjourned. 
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Mr. H. Martin pot a question to! thd Secretary at)Wary' 
yeapecting aome extraordinary charges ih the-extras of the 
yeer, which he hoped ke would consider, asit woul! te 
weade the swhyect of fatare parliamentary inquiry. ; 6°) 
The House tien resolve. itself into a Commitied ott the! 
denkrupis’ bil, po 
Hs  BANKRUPTS’ BILL, | : | 4 
’ The House having, on the motion of Sir S. Romillx, 
resolved itself into a Gommittes on the hankrupts: Jawa 
amendment bill, Mr. Wharton in the cha... 4. J 
_ .| Sir S. Romilly, in order to obviate an objection, which, 
he understood was to be made to the clause fer allows, 
ing bankrupts who may have obtained their certife; 
s to be witnessés, without any release of theiralawe, 
ances, in cases where their assignees were claimants, pros: 
sposed an amendment, to provide that, bankrupts were not, 
‘to be allowed to be admitted as witnesses yader. thia ant, 
but in such cases.wherein. they may by law be competent, 
Witnesses before the passing of thisact. |. » 
The effect of this amendment was to allow bankrupts ta 
be witnesses upon. releasing ftaegir interest in the particular 
matter in issue, without a general release of their allows 
ances upon the other property assigned under the com- 
mission. | 
‘ A long discussion ‘ensued both on the clause and the 
amendment, in which the Attorney and Solicitor General, 
and Mr. Davies Giddy, expressed‘ strong doubts of the 
propticty of making any inroad upon the law and rules of 
evidence ‘as’ they exist at this moment; and Sir Samuel. 
Romilly, Mr. Stephen, Mr. Jacob,‘ Mr.. Morris, ‘and Sig 
Charles Price, argued, in substance, that it was desirable 
to adopt the clause thus amended, in order to dq away the 
‘practice ‘of giving nominal releases by fictitious insiru- 
ments which were afterwards to be concealed, and to pxe-; 
‘vent, if the release were real, the. bankrapt . fom. being- 
obliged to give all he would‘in that case’ possess in the. 
world, ‘for the purpose of becoming a competent witness, . 
‘The amendment: was, however, .in the end agveed ta, and- 
‘We dause 2p amended retained asa partofthe bill i, 
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On the clause for reqairing creditors to release all right 
of action, on proving. their debt ander a. commission of 
bankraptcy, ‘the Attorney General stated that he had 
some objections to'this' ‘lardse, ‘But should wave them, as 
he-alvlerstood. that hits honourable and: teamed’ friend: {n- 
teudal toobsiate thenrby. a clause, :-whieh would provide’ 
agains. a ereditoe’s-reteasing his right of action against # 
third party, where: he:-hadisneh-sight, as well as sack. 
bankreps, aad to prevent ‘the: crediter from releasing his 
right of action against the future effects of a bankript; 
whose dividends under a second commission -of bank- 
ruptcy should nat amount io fifteen shillings in the 
u ‘ r} # CT] ' : en .? ° * 
Fon the elause for authorising the Ford Chancellor, or the’ 
Lord Keeper of ‘the Great Seal, for the time being, to direct 
Hoticds, othér'than’ personat notices, to be ‘served upon cre- 
ditors'in'Engtand and Ireland ‘reciprocally, upon appeals” 
by ‘petition on the part of a bankrupt, to whom his cre- 
diturs should after two years continue to refuse his certi- 
fitaté, ‘a’ member took some trifling objections, which, 
afer a few’ observations from Sir Sanmel Romilly and the 
Sdiicitor General, were ovér-raled, Sir Samuel Romilly 
having! previously stated his intention to bring in a clause, ~ 
after the bill should be gone through, providing that in 
ali such ‘cases stich other notice should under English 
commissions be given in the Dublin Gazette to Irish cre- 
ditors, and under frish commissions of bankruptcy to 
English creditors in the London Gazette. - | 
On the clause giving to the Lord Chancellor or the Lord 
Keeper of the Great Seal the poWer to grant a certificate 
on such appeal by the bankrupt, if the certificate should 
appeir to ‘have been withheld by the creditors from im- 
‘proper ‘motives, another long discussion took place, the’ 
Attomey General and Mr. Jacob contending that it was 
shore ‘fit that the power of granting or withholding the cer- 
tificate should be vested in the creditors or in some propor 
tion ofthem, ‘than in any other tribunal, beeause the cre- 
@itors must be the best judges whether the’bankruptcy was - 
fraudulent, though it might not at all times be in their 
power to prove the grounds upon which they were of this, 
inidn, ‘on an appeal by the bankrupt to the Chancellor,’ 
wht, on the other hand, it was most strenuously con- 
t ‘by Mr.‘Abercromby, ‘that this was the most ber. 
neficial eluase in the-bill, because. no ‘certificate would be 
granicl upon an appeal, ustless it should appear to the — 
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Lord Chancellor that the creditots have no good yrdtnd 
fox withholding it; and it appeared from .an. accoultt 
on the table, that out of 16,000 peesons, who had:; been - 
bankrapt within the hast twenty years;' 0,509 were'nack# 
tificated, and coald never acquire. any property for themd 
selves or their families, ynitess this clause should be ca’ 
_ acted to place them within theiteach of-zebief.. 2) - 45: 19 
Mr. Stephen contended that: ¢he great prapertian wf 


uncertificated bankropts belng three-eigbths of tha whale — 


number, proved that the. interfetemce of. Paliasicut was 
necessary. ‘This proportion was' much the pydatestis 
years of unexampled misfortune; and this ‘circametance 
went strongly to prove, that it was not merely the disksen 
nesty ‘of debtors, but their roisfortanes, which: were pa- 
nished by stopping theircerti@eates. ©... ee 
. The Solicitor General, in a speech of considerable lerigihy - 
contended that it was better that, according 40 tho law us 
it now stands, the bankrupt’s certificate should depend us 
the judgment of the creditors than of the Lord Ohancellur. 
He cited to this effect the opinians uf Lord Thurtow, Lard 
Rosslyn, and Lord Clare, who had becr:all of them chates 
cellors. He thought that in this bill homanity appeavedt 
to be confined to the bankrupts, and that the oufferzags 
of the creditors had not heen sufficiently attended to. .: £f; 
however, the clause should be rejected, he would mate 
that instead of four-fifths of the croditers, three-fourths of 
the crediters, and of those ouly who had released:the per. 
son of the bankrupt, sheuld be sufficient for sigaing: the 
certificate. a 
Sir Samuel Romilly said, that the right honeurable gear 
tleman had misstated what Lord: Eldon had seick abomé the 
opinions of Lords Therlew, Rosslyn, and Clare. Want 
they had said was, that it-weuld be dangerews to leave the 
determinatina of the certificate entirely ta the Chancellor, 
The present clause, however, did net such thing: it enky 
empowered the Chancellor to interfere if he thaught 
proper, upon a petition presented by a bankrupt wiso.inid 
been two years without hie cettificate: New, as to G&aa- 
dylent bankrupts, all those who had any experiences tasthe 
court of chancery knew that they ebtained their certi 
easier than the honest bankrupts. Fraedwent benkrupts. 
always contrived to have false debts proved, in ertercto 
get themselves whitewashed, acoording to ‘the commer 
phrase. Their bankruptcics were for the purpose df gains 
sug their certificates ; whegeas- honest hanksupte hailunank 


} 
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éftenen to endure thoscrerty ofthe laws froma the obstinacy 
or-ed price of some one oteditor. He allowed the people 
of England aid. the merehants-of nagland were genern x4 
humane; bet often gueat qrpeltics. were practised, whic 
tee law bhoald prevont.. .To say, that fram the humanity 
of the Engtish ¢haractor thesé cruelties were not commong 
Wastin fact to say nothiing.. Neither were murders come 
ston;: but that.was no reson that there should not be laws 
agvinst ther... He could state one instanceof cruelty (@ 
a bankrupt which came.within bis own krowledge, A. 
bankrupt has been arrested at the suit of. @ house in the. 
eit, and.orne of the partners of that house was chosen 
the assignde.. This assignee delayed for three years to 
make any sort of dividen!l, in order that the house 
might'‘not be obliged to make its election abont proving 
under the commission. At the end of three years, how- 
ever, he.was obliged to make a dividend, but he then di- 
vided his debt, proving only one-half. This creditor had 
frequently been hensd to declare, that the bankrupt 
should never go out of jail except to his grave, and his 
thseat was accomplished. It haying been stated to the 
‘Chancellor, that the bankrupt could not live more than 
two or three weeks longer in confinement, he appointed 
an eatly day to hear his petition; but though the decree 
‘was in favour of the bankrupt, the assignee contrived to 
have another detainer laid upon him, which gave rise to 
a.more protracted Jitigation, and his debtor never did. 
eave the jail but for his. grave; and there was no doubt 
but the death of the bankrupt was owing to the obduracy 
ofthe creditor. Hedid not say,that such cases were com- 
mon, but that they should not be allowed to exist. The 
life of an honest man or his perpetual imprisonment, . 
dtionld not depend upon thé caprice of partial judges, 
- after the bankrupt had fairly surrendered his effects. | | 
- Mr. Wilson said he was ratticr anxious not, to.admit 
. this‘clause ‘than ‘to dispute it;, but till he could put the 
bankrupt law on a footing which should protect ‘the fair 
tradér, be'could pot agree to adopt the clause, 
.. The clause be 


v 


s then agreed to. 


‘ Sevétal new clauses were, after wards brought.up by Sir 
Par Romilly and the Solicitogs General, and. agreed. 
to. ‘The House résumed ; the report was received.—Or-, 
. Géred Ye be taken into further consideration this day se’ns 
SPR, ‘aid the bill, with the amendments, to be printed. 
Adjourned, 
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(DANIEL BOTLER. | 

Sir Charles Hamilton preseated a petition from Daniel 
Butler, the sheriff's officer, by whom he had been arrested, 
- and who had been confined in Newgate, in consequence 


. 
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of such 2 breach of the privileges of parliament. The _ 


petition stated ‘* his great contrition for such an offence 


which offence he had committed under a mistake, and ° 


which he would never have committed wilfally, knowing | 


well how members of partiament are privileged that he 


had a wife and seven children depending on his exertions, 


and that he had been in office for ten years, and had cone. 
ducted himself blamelessly, On thes¢ considerations he 
prayed for a release from his confinement.” - 

Sir Charles Hamilton moved, that he be brought to the 
bar of the House to-morrow, for the purpose of being digs 
charged.—Agreed to. 


| PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ARMISTICE IN PORTUGAT. ° 


Mr. Yorke rose, for the purpose of making his promised. 
motion, relative to the convention and armistice in Po -. 
tugal. He wished particularly to call the attention of { é 


House to some political circumstances, by which it would 


appear, that some opinions of General Bernardine Freire. 


| 


with respect to the armistice concluded in Porty al, 
coming to this country before the dispatches of Sir Hew 
Dalrymple, had tended to prejudice the public mind 
against that officer. A plain statement of the ‘circume 
stances would tend to shew things in, perhaps, their ‘pro- 
t colours. Sir Hew Dalrymple, it appears, landed in 
ortugal the day after the battle of Vimiera, and had pro- 
ceeded not from England, where he might obtain exact 
information in every point of ‘view, but from Gibraltar, 
where he must necessarily have ‘been uninformed. Ha 
had not been in: the country above an hour and. a half, 
when General Kellerman arrived with a fla of truce; in 
this situation, he of course was under’ the necosgity of 

being completely guided and governed the offi 
. Whom be found on the =pot 5 ‘he then, ‘under their guide 
negotiaig » 






ance, concluded’ an armistice, with a view to 


- | 


convention, and a copy of this armistice he communicated j 
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to General Friere, for the purpose of ascertaining his 
sentiments upériif, ‘What was the consequence of this 
highly politic sepe Wh ‘a Genomal Fritre, to whom Sit 
Hew Dalrymple had eent the armistice, in order to profit 
dy his judgment on it;inlediately wrote off to ministers 
{he rest unfounded! comments conconiing it !-—This 
wag roade public bem, and dended vesymuch to inflame‘ 
tht pnblig mind agains Sittaw ple. He therefore 
thgyght ijpox. material {bet bia quan: lotier'on the subject | 
to” ».Castlergagh should be laid before the House. * 
Sif, Hew Dalrymple, had: aot -proper' te avail ' 
bi eellor {hese papers hefore.the of mguiry, because 
uy yere of .a.. political natura,.and tie eourt had beog 
instituted for burpasee merely military. Ja justice thea 
to thé character of that afficars ke hoped these documents 
wojikd be now, produced, fram whence be was likely to 
ire some advantage, ‘Tbe oply representation which 
ie bese qpade. fo, our onerals ia: Porvagal, by the Por- 
tugtiése’ generals upon the su s was a letter from the 
Bisttop of Oporte to Sir Arthur Wellesley; and this 
communication was made some days after even the cope 
venlion, had becn signed: He would be one of the last 
men in the House to inove for any papers by the jude 
tion o£ which government might in the degree 
embarrassed ; he trusted there would be no objectica om 
their part {o comply with his present motion. He was of | 
opinion, ihat the conduct of Sir Hew Delrrm hed been 
much toisunderstood, and he would-ask whether it would 
be candid io the House to refuge him a justification. He 
had! met a most severe ¢ensure-a censure, too, which 
haps those who gave it did not justly estimate; for 
Bre peculiar hardships attending oux generale and our 
army, whenever they were employed ina foreign country, 
from thejr inferior sale of equipment to that of a conti- 
penfialforce. “The bevoic spirit af our army-wes almost 
proverbial, and, those whq ogndemaed our officers on 
slight grounds, condemnations eagesly echoed bya yenal’ 
presi, ought to be severely 5 .- would 
appeal fo the case of Sir Robert nse who, after nteok 
service and splendid | victories, bean very havdly 
treated. "He then mave » m . es 
6 bel an humble address be presented to bie majesty, 
Ghat he ‘Wobld be pleased to that-angracts or , 
of tht ReGr, dated the 23d of Decespber, from Sir noe 
Vide} $8I.—1809. L 
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Dalrymple to Lord Castlereagh, and the anclosums as 
far as related to the representations of the Portugras 
generals with respect to the armistice with the Portuguese 
ambassador in London ; and that the communication with 
Sir Arthur Wellesley on the 22d of August, concerning 
the convention, should be faid before the Hous, together 
“with the answer of Lord Castlereagh, as far as they would 
not prove detrimental to the public service.” 
'* Lord Castlereagh op the motion, on the ground 
that he had Seft it to the-discretion of Sir Hew Dalryinple, 
whether or not he would have those papers produced at 
’ the board’ of inquiry, which he declined. He was not 
aware that any impression had been madeon the public 
mind adverse to the officer in question, or that it would 
be of such importance to his character, as the right ho- 
nourable gentleman seemed to think, to have these papers 
made pablic. Of this he was certain, that every repre- 
sentation which could be favourable to Sir Hew Dal- 
rymple, had been laid before his majesty before the final 

ecision. _¢ 

' General Tarleton entered into a detail of the Portuguese 
campaign, and -severely reprobated the convention of 
Cintra. He regretted that the motion was opposed, be- 
wause, perhaps, if the pepers had been ted, the right 
honourable gentleman Would have made them the foun- 
dation of a motion, on which subject he would be ready 
to meet him. 

* Lord Ossulston generally differed from the honourable 
' mnover on the subject of the conventioag of Cintra, which 
he did not consider as at all honourable or advantageous 
to the country. He often found it the case that where 
‘men very strenuously upon all occasions stood up for the 
royal prerogative, they were very little interested in the 
honour of the country. 

- Mr. Yorke rose in some warmth to repel the insinua- 
tions of the noble lord ; he had held a scat in that House 
much longer than the noble lord, and was as warmly in- 
terested both for the countty and constitution. He had 
‘been educated in the principles of the old whig school, 
and was as zealously attached to the interests of the people 
‘gs the noble lord, or any of his ancestors. ; 

The motion was then put, and negatived. 

_. dfr. Yorke then moved, that the copy of a letter, dated 
September 8, 1808; containing an. account of the aumber 
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26f ‘transports employed in verrying the French _troo 
rom Lisbdx, should: be laid before the Honse.—Agresd 


bad 


S hy, 


(.l,) «SPANISH TREAPY. | 
"Ble: Ponsonby said; shere wasa point in the treaty with 
--Bpitin-which he wished. the ‘honourable secretary opposite 


, to explain, because, as it appeared to him, it was ambi- 


'gtiots, and admitted of either of-two constructions.. The 
passage ‘he alluded to, was that in which we bound’ dure 


. selves -to acknowledge no king of Spain but Ferdinand 
-or'snch lawfal suecessor as the Spanish nation would 


approve. ‘Now this-might be understood to mean, first, 


- either that the king would acknowledge none but the heir 
‘lineal of Ferdinand, or, secondly, any. one, no matter 
' “whom, the Spanish natioa would adopt. 


| Me. Canning agreed that, as long as the treaty lasted 
we were to acknowledge no king of Spain but Ferdinand 
Wii. But Ferdinand was now in the power of the court of 
France, and it was therefore necessary, in case of any 


” ‘aaforeseen contingency, to provide for the succession so 


far as it regarded us.‘ Now on the demise of Ferdinand 
without heirs, he uaderstood there would exist a divided — 
claim to the throne, which the Spanish jurists thought 
ambiguous. ‘In this, of course, it would not become us 
to decide -or interfere ; and therefore it was that the pros 
vision in the treaty had been introduced, which rendered 
#t neces:ary that the legitimacy should be qualified by the 
acknowledgment: of the nation. As to any apprehended 
‘usurpation of France, the whole basis of the treaty rested 


upon the testility of Spain to that country; when which 


hostility ceased, the treaty instantly became a nullity. 
Mr. Ponsonby felt gratified by the clearness of the ex- 


‘planation. He had not been aware of the possibility of a 


divided claim to the throne. The néxt question he would 
ask related to the very extraordinar message of Mr. 
Frere to Sir John Moore, in which he. desired that general 
to cal? a council of war, in order that the messenger might 
be examined as to the politic course of the future operas 
‘tions of the British army.—Now that Mr. Frere, wha 
‘qwas himself in a civil capacity, attempted to send such & 
"message to a general, directing him what course to pursue 
with respect to the. troops. under bis command, was one 
ef the most exteiordinary proccedixigs he had ever heard 
of} It was——— . 
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Mr. Cunning rose to order. It was customary when 
any member asked a question, to ask it merely, and nod 
to enter into any statement... In this case he hoped the 
right honourable gentleman would aot prooce !, ay from - 
his intimate connection with Mr. Frere, he might be led 
igto an equally disarderly line of cancduet in his nsply.- 

Mr. Ponsoaby acknawledged his arzar. He wished chon - 
to know who the maasevgey: waa, ancl what the nature of 
his message wag? ; 

_ Mr, Canning really. coud not. answer the latiér part af 

9 question ; - must decling angwering the former part. ° 
he messenger was nat however seat from authority, bug ‘ 

ynerely sent that his tes\imony might be profited by. 

Mr. Whitbread would be glad ta know, from the right 
honourable Secretary of State, whether the mescnger sent 
by Mr. Frere to Sir John: Moore, was-a Hrenehman of ar 

oglishman; and. also, whether the farther continuance 
qn office of Mr. Frere was attended by ministers 3 
’ Mr. Canning said, ha must decline anawering either af 
thase questions. ' 

. Mr. Whitbread said, he had acked the last questioa 
heoause he had it in contemplation to offer a motion to the 
House for the removal of Mr. Frere. . 

Colonel Wood, supposing that the letier from Mr. 
Frere to Sir John Moose was in answer to one from that 

neral, wishal to know whether there would be any ob 

tion to the production of that lever. 

Mr. Secre'ary Canniag replied, that all the correspond> 
apee between Sir John Moore and Mr. Frere, that bad 
peached his ofGer, was either ia capies ar extracts before - 
the House. He took that opportunity of mevieg that 
there be fnid before the House copies of all the notes 
which had heen exchanged between the Spanijsk minister 
aad the Secretary of State relative to gerxtaia articles of the 
Dpanish treaty.—Ordered. : 

GRANT OF LAND AT CHELSEA TO COLONEL GORDON. 

_ Mr. Eluskisson rose for the purpose of maving, that 
there be laid before the House some papers, im addition ta 
thage ordered on Friday last, relative ta the land granted. 
pt Chelsea tu Colonel Gordon, in order to enable the House 
ta jadge more satisfactorily of the ure and circume 

ncey of that transaction. He had already ina fosmer | . 

Sebwe dated, that. the condition.of the gpaphta Colansk 
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Gerdon was, that no buildings should be erectod on the 
land which conld interfere with Chelsea Hospital. But 
having heard in that instance from two honourable ba- . 
ronets (Sir Francis Burdett and Sir Oswald Mosely) who - 
had personally surveyed the premises, that the buildings © 
in contemplation there would interfere with the inftrmar 

fog the hospital, he thought it his duty to go the next day 
to inspect the ground and ascértain that fact. On inspec- 


‘tion, he did find that the erection of a building, in the © 


sifuation where the foundation was preparing, would in- , 
terfere with the infirmafty, and consequently would bea 
Viplation, or rather a depurture from the condition of the 
grant. In the evening he communicated this circum. 
stance to his right honoarable friend (the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer), and begged of him to inspect in person 
the premises; and the consequence was, that on inquir 

it was found that the person who had taken possession o 

the land, and was employed to prepare the foundation for 
the building, had not consulted either the surveyor-general _ 
of crown lands, or the surveyor of Chelsea lands upon 
the subject. The inquiry had been directed in writing 


to the swrveyor-general of crown lands, and in conse- 


quence the situation of the foundation for the building had 
been altered ; so that it appeared by the answer, that a 
building on the now intended foundation, woatd not, in the 
smallest degree, interfere with the hospital. The papers 
he should move for were copies of the letters of Gear ¢ 
Harrison, Esq to the sutveyor-general of crown lands, 
upon this subject, together wit the answers thereto. He 
shonld also move for a copy of the report of the two sur- 
veyors who.valued this land at 55/. a year, upon oath, 
which valuation they still continued to think adequate. 
‘When these pa should be before the House, they 
would clearly shew that it was not the intention of the 
treasury to grant a favour to any individual, at the ex- 


_ pense of the health or camfort of the invalids of the has- 


ital. He concluded by moving that these papers be laid 
ore the House. 
On the question being pat, 
Mr. Marwell stated, that he bad gone to the premises 


‘on ¥riday, in order to view them in person; when he ap- 


lied for admission he stated that He ditt not go there 
Kon any idle cariosity, but as a member of partiament, 
wishing to inspect this land, which had beea made a sub- 
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ject of discussion in parliament,. He was inforwed by.an 
old gardener, who had been there for twenty-four years, 
- that he could not Ict him in; and the workmea to who 
he applied also for admission, declared that it was.as much 
as their bread was worth to admit any person. The work 
men tov were busy in boarding up an iron gate, in or 
to prevent any one from looking into the interior. , He 
wished therefore to know by whom the order for refusing 
admission had been given. , . ; 
Mr. Long, collecting from what bad fallen from thp. 
honourable member, that he supposed the order of exclus 
sion procecded from him, begged to assure. him that it 
had not. As chairman of the Chelsea Board, he could 
state to the House that no complaint had becn made ta 
that board of the inconvenience of the building till the 
day on which this subject had been mentione| in that 
House by the honourable baronet who had made the 
motion bn the subject. On the morning of thai day.a 
complaint had been made to the board, that the building 
erecting was in a situation not convenient for the hospital ; 
in consequence of which-the board adjourned to take a 
view of the situation, and though some difference of opts 
nion existed, bis own feeling was, that it was an im, 
rsituation. The physician of the hospital had then 
n sent to ascertain whether the altered situation would | 
interfere with ‘the hospital. He had but, one word more 
to add, that the state of the infirmary, and the plau ace 
cording to which it wag to be constructed, had been 
chosen by the medical officers and the governor of the 
ospital. ° . 
ir Oswald Mosely should have hoped, that all mem- 
‘bers of that House would have had free access to this 
land, to take a personal view of it. But many members 
had gone there on Monday and Tuesday, and had all 
been excluded, and, as he had heard, by order of the 
present commander-in-chief. He was happy to hear that- 
the new situation would not interfere with the hospital ; 
bat if the right honourable gentlemen opposite were dise 
posed to act with liberality, they would apply the whole 
of this land, which had been purchased from Lord Yar- 
boroiigh for the hospital, to the yse of the hospital, es- - 
pecially as that noble person had sold it on that account 
for less than he otherwise would have required. __ 


Mr. Huskisson replied, that he had read the whole of 
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the correspoudence between the agents of the treasury and 
Lortl Ya ugh, very lately, and assured the honoure 
able baronet that no such consideration as he alluded to 
existed. Ever ingenui had been exerted to obtain the 
highest terms for Lord Yarboroagh; so much 10 that e 
case had been submitted to the attorney-general, whether 
‘under his tease that noble person could convert the pre- 
‘rises into a wharf, by which ‘he could obtain more money 
for histerm. Onan opinion being given in the negative, 
the matter had been referred for arbitration to Mr 
Copeland, upon whose estimate the bargain had been cone 
‘eluded. He should add, that not one person belonging 
‘to the hospital wished-for more land, nor even now 
thonght more necessary, than had been appropriated for 
the use of the infirmary. As tothe order of exclusion, 
he knew nothing of it; he had visited the place himself 
as any other individual might, and bad met no hindrance. 
Sir Oswald Mosely insisted tbat the premises had been 


‘parchased for the hospital, though a part had afterwards 


n given to Colonel Gordon. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer observed, that the 
premises had been purchased in order that what was ne- 
cessary might be appropriated to the use of the hospital. 
The honourable baronet, when be stated that the order 


‘for excluding persons from the groand proceeded from the 
- Commander-in-chief, appeared to him to proceed upon 


supposition, having heard the order disclaimed on the 

rt of the treasury and the pay office. If he could ven- 
ure, withoat having any information upon the subject, 
to make a conjecture, the order had been given by the 
person having a right to the possession of the ground. If 

y order had been given to exclude members of parlia- 
ment, it would have been both improper and fvolish. But 
when it was considered how pointedly public attention 


had been lately drawn to this piece of land, within a mile 


and a half of this metropolis, it would be obvious bow de- 
sirable it must be to keep out the great_number of persons 
who might wish to visit the place. He did not think it 
expedient that a case of this description should day after 
day continue to occupy the attention of the House, whea 
the most that could be said in the worst view that could 


_ be taken of the case was, that there might have been some 
; irregularity in the inferior agents employed in the progress 
ps ta , . no, 


¢ trapsaction. — 
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‘pore to the hospital,-s orn ole o “Thee 
der.to an officer not at all connected’ with it. Ha 
Jitary establishment could not be cP ct 
nished, the menus of extending . ospi I ge di 
kept undiminished. ‘The honoura le baronet, by 
brought forward this subject therefare had aie well 
the public interest. ‘When the pa a st ma for 8 
be on the table, they would be ena eff to ea 
hutely into the case, and then perhaps it onal ‘be nec 
ban to call for the fect, and to examire witnesses A, ig: 
r 
Mr. Ponsonby justified his honourable’ ‘fiend ir "Ose 
wald AT iene ir 4 having stated the report, whicti h 
heard, thal the order of exclusion ha been given By 
Commander-in-chief, which he fad: done only to give t thd, 
tight honourable genélemen’ opposite at o portunity, ¢ 
‘contradicting the ramour if ‘they could.” He fag’r 
however, to ask whether the gral ant of Colonel Gordan td 
been perfected, so as that by Taw it could not be av 
‘because, if so, Coldnel Gorden having: the fi ght to fhe 
‘fand, ‘might stifl erect his’ house in ‘th oc Tituatioh, 
which, ft was allowed on‘all Kends, would convénieht 
for the hospital. : (Jt was Rere stated across the table,” 
the ‘agreement. and grant rere conditional that for * 
Este be erécted in a situation inconvenient to t ‘hospi fee }- 
ell, then, the attempt to ereet a builditig ins ve a i 
ation was & violation of the condition and. no § ate 
Yakeh place respecting it,” until the 3 eat a 
bromght uniler the consideration’ of the Fonse’b Avs i 
‘ourable haronet, aot ther in his place,” 
ke tredsary too bad stated cna veotniet ae 
_ whole of the ground was such, that a honst 
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“paitt upon any part of i, except the which fad beew 
chosen for reg Rteedathoune s ast ert Row appearell 
‘teat nytt situation fit for baiting wpon could be found 
‘pon land. “ so de . 
+ Afr. BasNevon ski oety itated, ihat’a great part of the 
Feet cot nist be butlt ayes 3 he had not, nor could he 
‘eid, that it -wat sach that the proposed building 
‘wight not be removed a little tu the right or to the left of 
We sitwation fivat matked out.” oa 
~ My, Coleraft fe hitself boamd in justice to his bor 
‘wourebie ‘frient! to state, that he went on Tucsday to ine 
‘poet the graund, and had Seen refived ndmittance, ant, 
as be was informed, By order of Colwnel Gordon. He 
aang the bit, when a boy came out and informed him, 
that he hail positive orders from Uolonel'Gordan, not to 
admit any person. ‘He then went on to the hospital, in 
‘onder to get a written erdet for admission, from some of 
“bis friends there. He- was ‘not fortunate endugh to meet 
-with any of thein, but left a note for dne, Teqesting of 
“hinr to vend on order. ‘The answer he'received was, that 
it was not in his power ; but, that wpon application to Str 
‘David Dundas, he might get an order. It was now edid, 
that in the opinion of the physician and surgeon of the 
Hiéspital, the former situation was not a proper one; but 
this was the first time.the, House had heard of that fact. 
The right honourable gentleman (Mr. Long) had said, 
‘thation the day of the debate upan the sybject. i teat 
House, a complaint had beenmade to t}je Chelsea board 
against the projected situation of the building ; but the 
fight honourable gentleman mist remember that a notice 
had been given of the motion (it was on that day observed 
Mr. Long, that the complaint was made), and a yotice 
given in that House the day before the ‘discyssion took 
place, might easily travel to Chelsea, and give rise fo the 
complaint, (It was on the day of the notice, again said 
Mr, Long, with some earnestness, across the table, that the - 
complaint was inude, as will appear from the minutes of 
the board.) “There cettainly could be no graind for the 
warmth shewn by the right honourable gentleman, his own 
object having becn calmly to state his view of the case, . 
Mr. C. Wynne did not doubt the stafeweit made b; 
tlie right hopourable ‘genfléman ; but he was sarprised, if 
that had been the case, ‘that the’ circumstance had never 
“heen mentioned until this day’ ““Ff’he rémeénibered ‘what 
Vou. MI.—1809. M 
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passed on the forme? o¢casion, not & Word df this Had Sac" 
stated, and. hé event Wie" poketiadad trad dt: bial hewn astde 
that thé physician und°sugead of’ thediospiteli apprerisl 


nd-he trusted that the -ri4t Roionrable goptlgnin (Mr. 
it to the House on some future dey... sacibewiod noqu 
- The papers were then orderdd, and) Mr, ‘dL omkisaeni het 
weed en pps Sane when they were vtdeyetl:tedie 
on the table, and to WOOP. ig we eee tt 
Pv Ordered an the pe beings T, ¢. W-: W yine, that 
| Phere be laid before the Houge; & return‘of -the huraber of 
nen recruiled by the British’ army in-Spain and Buytugak 
mo GENERAL CLAVENING. oy. on 

Sir’ Thomas Tarton, in rising to.make the mbton of 
which ‘he had given notice, was awase of the diftonlty fh 
‘which he was placed-by the late proceeding in. that: Hause 
Yespecting General Claveriog. If he were nal cqnviaced 
‘of the importance of the question, net only. ta the. matine 
"of that House, but to the liberty of the subject, be pheomld 
“pe the ‘last man to appeal-to the magaanimity of- parkia~ 
“nent, or clalm its indulgence’ for & proposition : for alae. 
sing a former decision, In doing this; however, die..was 
aolely actupted by a regard to justice, and for tbe iche- 
-racter of that. House, as he was wholly. anapquaipted with 
Nhe connections pf the gallant officer. ta whose’ case. he was 
Xo réfgs. ‘The honourable bavonet then pregecded.to state, 
‘that if"he had been present at the discossion, he. 
‘have employed his hamble efforts, though che-durat: set 
Fated bimvelf he should been successful, tp dissuade, the 
“House from the decisiot-4{ had come to. He then zan- 
“tendled. Ghat peeyarigation could ndt apply ta she evi 
’ ~ ve. 3" sy as 
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green uby that! offers vb ree proceeding to: an. exami. ° 
fen: of thajeeiteeds inthe printed minntes, in order to ° 
establish that point, when ene, ree 
sobs Waitbbesh exile se taavonmble baranet tc onder, 
agiicn Wiedemtoot his object t9.,be to,induce the House to 
mesetan a-peldmnctacishen Jt. had cpme ta in this session, in), 
the same session, which was caatraty,ta the usage of par- 
-ofhet'Speakep decided, that, ifthe motion of the ho~ 
mabrablb baronet: was to, call. upon the House to rejndge 
win thindsalready: adjudged, this session, it was incon 
shtant withthe practice of that House io entertain it, Te’ 
Wanilti-beifon the hondurable baronet to state whether sack 
was bisiobjects s, aS eee . 
Bly Phomns:‘Tartbn, alter several ineffectual’ attempts to’ 
ettablisls: the regularity of the course he proposed, and’ 
upon being distinctly informed, from the chair (hat if was 
is i ery Mad. length induced to wave his mo-. 
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jer. BJJy 10 PREVENT, THE SALE OF PLACES. . 
15 Bie: Chaseellor of the Exchequer moved the otder of 
the daysifor the seoond reading of the bill: for preventing 
the sale of places. _ : . . 
On the question béMe'put, «5. - . 
to Kabd Poiktstexe best a few words (o eay on the stibject.’ 
Mo dewtval,;thatthese sdrt of preventive bills very rarely 
Bib king: poad. - ‘As long as! temptations ‘were tufered to 
‘remata, offences: would'be epmmitted: Notwithstanding! 
ste iprevisions of sach-‘bills, the ingenuity of offenders 
pre id cigtinue to-dvatle them, at/a little more cupense-ar 
souls: ‘I6- the: inquiry he had Proposed afew .nighte 
~shabe- beef. gone into, (here would have been no occas 
estan: for the-predentimecasaré, . As to the- offices connected 
—with: the courte: of-Jaw; he found they had been: for a long 
itime vegulasty bought 'and:seld;: but be could see no reas - 
pen <sirby: this Jee:ahould be suffered to. continues 
_Plaero' rootrinaioa, however, in the act, which 
idppeared tekdnof' more-raaterial moment.’ . Theatfention 
208 the: Maube ladiiteen math Sted to East India wi ips 
ottad: badbish ips ; 'but these wee another thiagof shuch more 
-eonsoquenet: which: bad ‘aot been noticed. It was most 
wotdsine tired there wee aitradio: for other and’ alsd 
for-seate. im parlinment.—{ Hear, heer !)+-This was a 
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fic charze was brought agajnst a, secretary ofthe treasury 
fof suclt interference, given tha thevse the, benefit of; his; 
browledge. The House, wauld perceivgs that the, case he 
auded to was when,,a charge, was brought, against, aes. 
rptary of the Treasury (Mr,, Bremiantle),,.far interference, 
in the Clection of Hampshire. where, pa was «indoubledly, 
a'fteeholder. The honourable gentleman did, nat, then) 
tal the House a. word of, that practice which was) .withiry 
Nid own knowledge, of secretaries of the treasury cormuptly? 
interfering in_ the election, of ;members,, of parliament: 
When he had that knowledge, how, did. it happen that, 
fis patriotism was asleep on, that remarkable occasion ?+7), 
(Rear, hear ') Tf he would, however,, then bring fors* 
ward impartially those: s ecific cases that. were within, his: 
own knowledge, he would probably, find, the House ¥SFS, 
read y fo attend to them. 
© Mr: Creevey, in explasiation, mid), “that whet bo nt 
stated was notas a charge against any ee 
nistration, but a mere "fatter of fac. 
which he spoke of by no means procestled 
fide nce which had been repused tr hita by oo 
r. Whitiread said, that. he.was: happy that, thesugy 
ions of bis-noble - and honourable: frieqds ren 
s Yecelved with 80 much cordidlity by Beet ‘tig! 
in gentleman (ihé Chancellor: of the: 
at it seemed to be admitted that the practice sevens ree 
ig for seats in parliament wis a thing which Nat tet 
Riaased. je auppesed that when the right oem 
able gentleman “(ihe Chancellor of the Exchequer) 
upon ‘an honourable friend of his’ Oe. Creevay yo as 


set of casés before the Tie, wag also; ilies 
Bing frva that ‘impartiality. wilh 
yr 
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Iedge. ert, heat!) It was nonsense (0, pyote 
ignorant of those abuses. What, vnember at pe wrod 
there that ‘did not know that such things.wére doge® 
Pid not he know, did not the right honourable. geetiereat 
Enow#lid not every body in the House know, tha 
‘weré. many members whe sat-there, that were 
fatives cf nothing but their own money? ‘Lewd oct 
heat, hear! from ike oppositign benches.) An it swap abe 
known that many who thd paid iheir money. for ag 
or 






sijH felt-thertrselves dependent ‘ym other men, afd if: 
diféied: front thém' felt those qualnis of. conscience: 


2. 
saaprey it? Teéwasntt certainly any charg 
irist The" prevehewntinistration: to state. those things, 
r the? éhtirge! upplied'as wetl to hint and to every other 
nitttber ‘of “the "Howse, Wwho- lid! fong known that those 
things were pene ahaa, néver brought it forward to 
in “api “sta pe! “As!'to. the ¢ase of the 
él 4) tHe right HdHbYrable gentleman (ihe 
Ohiahideltor/of whe Exchedtiet) happetied about that time, 
fabiasvery. short? }ortiol! of Wis fe, to be in’ w minority. 
H@( Mr) W hitbrend) Wid ‘becif for’ nineteen “yedrs gene, 
nay ita Mihority, avd thetHore he was Very apt to think 
i PPLht) bat he teh tWondurablé gentleman whe 
had beet Seldoni itt a rhinority’ im that Flouse, should 
mithet HE Titties {6 spect that” hie wis wrong when be 
deted BOULSALHTYP to hisstalpractice. Without, how- 
ever, meaning to arraign any particular secretary of the 
Geir, he Would state gencrafly, that under the present 
x Nétretaries ‘of the treasury find themselves 
wthe” écessity of acting in tte manner, and that 
there fs al an open market at the treasury for bar- 
pane sere If, however, ‘the House was dis- 
witike ita ‘misdeméanour to traffic for East India 
and’ cadetships, they should certainly take 
HOES OF *# trafic which was equally as no‘orious, 
moré escaridalous and unconstitutional. If the right 
Sentleman would appeal to his noble neigh- . 
bok "( Castlereagh), that noble lord wonld inform 
Ditty tliat tw Irélahd, about a million and a half had been 
for thé patchase of boroughs, which was a decisive 
tliat thiosé things were considered a8 money’s worth, 
a marketable commodity. It was impossible for hun 
it to"kniow’ that ‘tlie Biat{ice' Which: Had, prevaifal to: 
: ‘in a neighbouring kingdom, also prevailed 
ry? If this’ practice was not destroyed, it 
‘imthe end! destroy us. As.'to the sale of judicial 
s"hedid not pretend to say that it effected the 
ofihe'administration, but he would still say that it 
‘ahorialy, which should be removed. It would be 
cé the fees of their’ offices in a general fund, for 
secu salatieésof the judges. He agreed perfectly 
with his | je friend (utr. Creevey) that a dissola- 


of i 5 Was not an appeal to the people but to 
°Q@m the last dissolution ministers endea- 
jo 2D sguBIALDS 


pet 20.). ee ae sale or PLaces. @& 
mes Ws dt Se PEE . rot * 
ie ai es oe | iairekane 















‘e. is bate sna fm 
¥ tot: 
Schaar ions Toy od eee 


biettee 
prpoeing inka fie 


influence wae the influence of. the tres 
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, sec in, JFynne approved of the principle of abolishi ae 
sale a icial oF in Nh meaner Bs “fi hie hol 








7 ‘abed recommendetlithe Serine the i Riaricendsts, a 
ies to rermuncrate the. judges for uy? a, Ay Hate 
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eng Be sp abot whiny, APRIL #1. 
otis! BherBml of Isiverpool’ ‘the table an acc 
* 6. Sher euenber: of men: recruited ia epee and. Poctngal.: 
++ Soineoonversation took place., between thengb! enh 
+, iffond- Ancklund on thea tof the Tones wu ined by 
+: tthe British army: daring the time it-was in the ingot, 
£ ‘1 whielrthey at Towgth agrecd in fing at t about Roos 
wee "PENAL sparores. : 

+ Land: Grenville baving obee ved at. sonic 1a i 
i ly manner in-which bills, and par eat 
«elated 1o the collection of the rveane ee in 
-which men wore often collateral! 



















we ck SAU ROIOPARAMALYARR TOATICAL 






; CAMPAIGN IN spain AND PoRTUGAL. | i 
a os cr of | the Hay it Jae their Verdibips 
Tose (01 8 the 
ips the homo eich be ha 
1s important subject: ‘arider ‘consideration, 


ti 
. ne 
-be-under the neoessity of Zotz into: many de- 
= ch ‘they ‘were Tetras aequainteds 0He 
ate gil 8 ‘of the’ task he had in, and . 
the al Mie he ‘had considerable impe+ 
ae apets on the table were so 


that the} yaa to have been introduced for 

mp the subject. He would there- 

he fe to solicit, a more than asual portion.of 
ich lords! 


ps” ieee while he executed a duty which 





2: Wie said) of sabinittd 
al given Wolter, 


not fallen into abler hands. Unequal ag 

a be bey borpopied. bes he Would, however, encounter it, for 
It.it to be a duty that be owed his country at this 

i mmos 16 s Crisis of lier fate. Their lordships would, 
ot tun recollect the strong setisation that was cree 
in i ean when the intelligence first arrived of 

nce of the Spanish nation to the most violent ‘and 

un, ‘heb of which thé records of daring and une 
principled ambition furnished an cxample. The sene 
sation was great and génefal. The feelings of tbe Spanish 
nation .becémg ;the frelipgs othe apo ingisad, 
without distinction of Tank or par: 208 

qo Was given to ministers, on ‘this ‘niost important and ua 
0 Wake f decision: “tery thing wab seated anthers 
Penopsity hat ¢ means which: wene placed in 

vik be ‘wively, and! e@ectively: eaplored. 


nage 
Wyn eomtty . Gevefare, bad « right 6 expett 
Tiree 





‘ ‘Risterg: hat they” shopld have satisfactory .infore 

+ thalion cermin eens todesion én tha 
Spanish nation; yethet having obtained such _ 

2 ioe ip, then easceonalyet necessary, should be 

neh and dfigctuals ‘thet their moana should 

ni HG ned 10 the erat end they, had ‘t jewyzand 


bouq: 






a) “A SROWARLLMEW EY NeteTeR. fT LOoRDty 
tiet ther cltld, abere al: piddelt with dappy anion 
68 energy gad cention.: ‘He wauld ack ge, thet 
the sitvation of ministets :on : this,ecnasien' was onc- of 
mach difficult ; thaé they did -not;-as‘was said on another 
eccasion, repesewmwva hed ef roses rout, nednene as it was, 
they were in poseession of means equal to. the magnitude of 
_ Kay onderthking' that -mioft arise'from it. He felt ae 
disposition to .underyalne the resources of the cpuutry, 
re wes ‘Ho reason why ‘hé slfeuld' do sa = After. the 
Josses'of titelnte campkion, rent as they were in bigod, 
wird in“freasnte,. and above all in glory, he was stil combh 
_ filerit that fre resources of the country, if wisely and 
dvidentinfly wimigintereds were equal to the unexame 
ra iffculty and danger of the crisis, and‘sufficient to 
Moate ah honourable termination of the contest in which 
We were engaged. But to attuin so desirable an end, 
these resources, snpptied with so much liberality and cone 
lenee, mist -not ‘be wasted -in idle or iH-considered en: 
sex. They must be reserved for great occasions, 
When tiere was ™ prospect of employing them advantyee- 
Vuely and effectually. After that dreadful event which: 
tompelted Rassia to renounce her projects of ‘opposing 
France, tnd decided, he feared for a long course of yearg, 
Gee Mite-f dhe-Oontinent, this became more than ‘ever the 
te policy of this:country. ‘This policy so mach derided 
eme time, coitsisted inthis sentirtient of-one of tlie gredt 
tu . 
ee <¢ Dorateet vosmet rebus servate s¢cundis,” 
“Fits -whs. the poticy that. was acted upon by the tact “Ad- 
Aninistration, than which there wever was ‘any | thing 
dnote misrepresented. Brit this policy was not to be 
Slowed so far-as not to avail ourselves of such decid- 
Shy favdurabte occasions as stoatd arise, and of ‘faking 
eqvantaze of thein by making exertions on.the largcst 
fycxte, -One ‘great advantage of this policy would hayp 
been, that it would have erabted us'to take this defen- 
Bive position, and have afforded ns ‘the most abundant 
‘Herhs of renewing the contest with better prospects. of 
‘suceess. “The Girt consideration, therefore, was to call the 
‘ Smtgisters to account for their condict s (o'ascertain ‘whe- 
"ther they were in ‘posséssion of such intormhtion as they 
theh ‘on!, ‘respecting the theans and disposition ‘of the 
niards to resist... Flieir lotdsbips could not forget the 


geeans.21.] CAMPATOR IN GRAWEARB PeRTUGAL. $8 
atragui finent brospeets whieh mitistew helbowt of tive rele 
sedives of Spatans ob the iminenas amnics thot were to 
 dviee the wut oStit:. They. would remember thd 
stattesnty: thar hud appeaied. of ihe vttengtir of Med . 
orruies ; that-there.wave; or ehotily would. be, 400,008 
inca. in tee: fell exclasive- of: a reserva;'amd an immens? 
be ly: of volunteers. “He: teokedin vat through We doce . 
Biexts ‘prodiced by wirieters: forte seturns’ of these are | 
mies: bht he found in ehe lotterw ofimany officers; who - 
chedit ‘stend ‘bi lest, statements: of qiite atdifferent tend 
dency: '- Lead! W. Bentineks aftar his arrival at Madrith 
wansmitie! the avect discourkaing acconfits. ' He ripre? 
samied: the awinies ag inv 2 tate of totat! disdigenitationZ 
ard thhb be: feaad- i¢ inipdsilte. to prevait'oh the jiinites 
th edafer the tois command ‘ow seme distinquishe'l officer! 
He: aliens tated ;: ttrat theic ‘numbers. were ‘net eqnat te the 
Fréngh: ooaventvated) on the Ebro. After the defeat of 
Blake, therncceunts were: much more disnstrons ;- anc t 
they consaltehGcnerabBroubrick's reports they work? find 
them. ctyunity :discoarnging. - From all these, ' #0 ypeared 
that tésispint of the Spmihrds were subdued by their find 
misfortuaes:: - fhe: bad*tol regret witha rioble lord (Lord 
Avchland},. that though ‘there was-abandant inforstatiot 
frons rhe isthilary department before the House, tal therd 
should be sogereat adeficiency with respect tv wifetma2. 
tina: freus ‘the: political department. From tits depts 
ment, -however,.a-most important document was coninra’ 
nicate’.: ‘t-was Mv. Prere’s letter of thé 30ch November; — 
ia whiob hé tel: Sis John Moore, that the parts threag®? 
which the:lattes had spassed were the feast rhititery, end 
rrpoesents!ter population of dhe! wast plains of Leon, aid 
the t\e0 (Gastites,-astnvither dapabld nor ineltninge to. restyes 
pe mished: ¢o calls their. -lordslri ps? attentidh: particntarty 
te-thin passage, ae-it evidently applied toa mach larger 
distvidt of Spain-than Sir John Moore had seen, who b 
gnly seen that pert of it from the frontiers of Portagat- 
Sxlimeaaca. . He suspected there was'a_ material omission 
in Uris letter, Butaf- Mr. Freve shotld haved so ¢x pres: 
himself of solange a tract of Spain, how Woulil nriniste 
jastidy themsolves:fer having: bald out such ektravagarte 
fweprs iache peuple af Engiaud:? -'Phesestiterents of the 
sonthy ad: the Spaniards were confirmed by all the doce 
stentia: dutorethe House. © They were ‘eonfirmed: by thé 
seport of General Castanos, Instead of the! numbers 



















9%: SAR PANGLANEUTARZ aNaHTES TS c. arate 
» it fram: ab ithenepties 
Galicia j 9 sid mot: mek! sequels tee! 
withbers of dhe Fr Bepiaber. ‘Biskels 
arm¢ cma o Firaeh : iy pe, hath hh farirenitodnen 
Rerdly. amaupied to ta Corinne. nesoy at a) taney 
was bedirty hao 1 and sheer. il in bmenopral 
“ | Tif aay 
| mt iin ot ax ye i aon ie : 
: mare at lemat Jomat ol a eens 
ies Be elites Pesta teams 
ére ‘they. nat, 9 Fat Ministers. toh ae tetin abe, 
pace, and“ to ¢ompel. shew there, wernin point 
greater ingars of yess oul be dal of shh auae 
render of Dupont ;.of the aragussa thatiive iisenic 
had been driven from | ore. ‘alengia,. iHeet Jonrgi 
Buona patte was under the coenelline ting be tapi lesiag 
These were certainly great ‘and pad 
they wore not such decisive proof, gf the 4pirit Sneek toenre He 
Spain, as should bave justified, mepending. a Rritish-atm 
into the heert of the othe 3 haf. wapsab-event: ouch 
- should not have the Yih of -a. pidden yebu Ulkitiomy 
but a persevering, eral, termined, spiritaf teishy 


ance; a spirit, as Lord Cast ereagh had deseaibedis one 
ef his dispatches, it wee not, ta be intimidated by: arent 





reverses, or subdued comp robin. | Thenamenier af 
Du Jorph took place ait Ae of sy aadjen-dayeafies 
itted Madrid. bh were nada, dbesnes 


u 
youd an retiring behind the [Os Where, mt the middie 
orn ugnst, their e nole Rect id on pelpsiis vy %, Aven. 
There they remained inatach and jr unwelestedy waited 
their reinforcements ; aml there ibey gouldinat rernaia if 
there was in Spain that general spirit-of smnitenda abst 
ministers representa, or a Soverament beanie rinweni 
iF it did ist, of condacting it with ’ o Min 
dither hed sufficient information, gr they Thad al wTtabes 
Rad not,’ they were ‘deeply. fu ipable 5, and, df ‘abe! 
the ‘were ‘still, more crimipal. for haying antes! ent they 
ba done. Ifneither the spirit of Nord eRPRp 
ie fore existed in Spain, hey were still Joga pum 
uta Af the one fabled withont the. oborwit an om 
ysiasm, thoug § extensjye: an if\was, 
revailed, he would not say jhat assisiqnce sheukldang 
oe withheld, but it should have beg a adonled led-ipyauofiies 
way. Arms, ammunition, mouey, pena af occasional su p- 


apasp2}.] pia vepachichy falta Mere 
otnprovdions PNG He BREn' Fiber’ Pd” 
Bercteb comet or eee 


g- 
ded ames there was, 


the¢niblt eatery at ‘ople of Spain Teh 
genceatby Wepdeed bee ifemt Ba he sro 


Hrovisional 
ie eet pga Yee best direction tot Hh 
it utes ts oh re proofs of a great 
nat Petiaral ai\ eat} a asked, would you not 
tke waeasu yes to wren ing’ Suddued?  Cere 
Bathe wontd hava “fitst ‘Vequiired proofs, eyen of. 
thad} lindted ‘enthused: MPT was at all right to haye 
afforded wedistinte to the Spantar that assistance should 
Wavebedn sent? to the south." He found in the corre- 
de What the ports of Gijon and St. Andero were 
pd eit! a” it Placks Yor ‘disembarking an expe- 
3. MBit ‘there wai'an'army collected in Austus 
vies [vend 9! °06 ‘not’ in: August, it was in vain to think of 
duting there et ali. Jt would alec Be'ditficult on account 
O the:ecavon " of providtoris: ‘Thete were also objections 
=: ing’ an epedition to Catalonia, e dise 
wes’ rae aod ‘the P aliclonn, mist have. come 

tcetona. | The Pata 

















and the: sonth of Spain, “In all | militar; ations, 
s great:teat satwa a ‘oit time ; and ita strong g 


af ‘aur iuhe mo seus fave tee lal 
at Cattiz’ instcall of Coratina. “Bat whether these werg 
the onby wrthe best” nied Ke was not''so anklous abou! 
ao thats ats conidering the enerny: with whom he had to dea P 
ted eee to up rapport, here, shond pve 
Been tthe’ vei ineticément ‘of his, specc! 
fhosrds teat od €rve * 


yet id to husband, ouk resources, 
qeintenl dene en yane 18 ney, wert whea this a 
pentectexplasion! ook place in Spaili.’ “An ex ioe cane 


siting bt ¢ Lorornett, place in Spa command of Sir tS.” Moré, 
was soul to Sweden! and unlets hé-were called by more iiny 
Pootent inetter, he woe! ask with what’ view, ‘of for wha 
o'that’ expedition’ was: seit out é woulk 
aaky why, ata time when Swedeh was thr tened by a largo 


stl Lb anaes 





9h =—«_—(w SUE PARLIAMENTARY BEGISTER. § ‘FIRS, 
srwoy of Norwegions—when tt'was pressed by, Rinsia on 
ahather sitle--mien'it was menaced with a Frarich .inwad 
sing, fram Poperania, 11,000 men were seqttn make head, 
against.snch scciiwmmuljatad forte, the eémaiandds of whiol, 
nol. knowing. why be was send there, exhibi¥ied Hie sirange’ 
spectaclewf a Britivh general escaping in disgeise from. 
the court of an silied sovercign? What was the state df 
Swedertcnow, the safety of which was oye of the chief ar- 
ments employed to justify: the’ unfortunate: succes ‘af 
fhatsenterprize, which it wns:said: seacued the Danish navy’ 
from the gripe of. mance? Were we not now, paying the’ 
(y of that unfortunate specess? -Were it not' fot: 
the. nnfortueate events in'Spaya, ministers -qught toe have. 
been called to a severe account for the axgedition, ty 
Sweden, About this time apother expedition, under the ° 
‘command . of General, Spencer, wap ‘prepeted : agvintt 
~ Cintra; aod.a third, ander the contmand of Sy A. Wel 
Jesky, which it was new understead was jatended agaist 
South America. The resistqace in. Spain. began, and 
these expeditions not having sata, ministers bad a diss 
osable force of 23,000, syyplicable to the aasistance of 
Qoain.. “bheir first care shayil, have heen te inntuce a plas 
of action. Were.it not, for the decrmeets belare the 
House, their lordships cautd hagdly helieve-tat ‘ministers 
did. not, aot upon. any system... They gave Sir Ad Wet 
lesley a kind of roving ‘commission; they lett Gefictal - 
Speneer at discretion to ‘act as he pleaved, even; ta pid” 
ceed through the Straits of Gibraker if it were nectcess | 
sary. When this general spirit. of resistance: Kirt forth 
in:Spain, the ficst- things ministers shhulib have doge,-was 
to collect the. means af action, aayl sec:-Row they were to be * 
applied.. Sir Artber Wellesley. did apt deve -Hendga | 
wntil the 4th of June,-at which. timp theorigtnad destin - 
tiom of his expedition was.not altered. . ‘Lhe nate ead 
{Liverpool):shayk-his head, but it, was‘clear-if -was soll, 
as-it. was. nat provisled with caxitry, horegn ‘beihe'easily © 
supplied.in South Argerica, «Tha expedttion.of™ Joli 
Blopre ‘weaquired, -refreshinent, ameh was et supplied — 
with: the -roopt: material equipment. Jt ‘viasY eet ui © 
til-the Yist of June, that, Colanel Browne wag cent: ip - 
Portugal to collect tuformation, ‘dnd nige dayy ntier Bit * 
ys... Wellesley received his final instractions.:- Withent * 
waiting, hawever, forany communication. from Colebial ~ 
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APRIL 31. ]. CAMPAIGN-IN SPATH AND FORNEGaL. TH 
Browne, ancl ésusting ‘ta the love information received 
from, Sir Charles C , that there were only-foar thous 
sand Frenck m Lishen, they: deterrained.te send Sir Ayibur 
Wellesley ‘to Portugal, . They ‘were sean convinced ‘his 
force was wholly insufficient ; and when they heard this, 
they ammediatdy sent owt generale Anstruther:and Ack. 
Jand’s brigades, and after same time the ox pedition ‘under 
Sir Joha Moore. Thus.a Brith: army-was at tength ‘cake 
lected in Portugal. Variows ramours prevailed ‘as te 
who was to command this force. It was.at one time 
assigned to an Hhustricus pewon (Duke éf York); at aw 
vther, a noble carl in this eye (Clutham) wae fixed pon. 
Nothing waa move natural than that the command strontd 
dave continaed wath .the scuior officer, who was already 
wi the head of a considerable force. #t-did not, how- 
ever, suit: the views of ministers to confide se importartt 
a trast to Sir.Joha Moore, and Sir tH. Duirympte was ip 
inted.to fhe command, It was not his antention to carat 
the slightest imputation on this officer, with whem he had 
the honowr of a slight noquaintanee ; and who, as far as 
dhe had the means of judging, was an eficer of considrr 
able aocompleshments: He -had risen o « high’vank in 
the army. without having been nvach employed. His con- 
duct in Spain, and. his dispatches on the breaking out of 
the oomtest, szere such,. he understect!, as afforded the 
highest satisfaction to-Government. Sut these were’ not 
@ualitics that should . have decided ministers te assion 
to hinn the condact of the campaign that was about to 
be commenced. jit seemed .as if ministers hatt sone 
rlicalar personal objeets to answer, for they made Bir 

. Burrard the seconds in command, as if to render it ine 
“possible for Sir J. Muore ‘to ‘have the principal commanif. 
Ayndee this. arrangement, ‘Sir Arthur Wellesley wonld 
dm vo‘been only the sixth in-command. ‘(Here the notile 
‘earl detailed ail the particulars of the landing of the’ diffe: 
ent expeditiuns in-Bortngal,-and of the victories of Rotdh 
nd Viniern,| He disclaimed any intention of blaming 
‘Sir A. Wellesley, but he mast say that he mecurred con 
‘siderable bazaed in attacking Junot with a force tlrat was 
‘barely equal to.that ef the French. Under such Ccircagt- 
stauces, a victory ovald not have been decisive, and a-de 
foal must have proved fatal ; for it wes impossibleto have 
eGected'a secure eetreat, from the want of ‘cavalry to pry. 
tect it. @a the day betore the batile of Vimicra, Sir H. 
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Barnard agrived on the coget. ipined he: 
the selion, And here he cobl a he re Ae 


expressing the opinion of a 


‘arl near bim (Moira) 
that there was no faic ground for 


F geparating the namewf 
that officer in the vote of thanks, J} was hardly to be ex- 
pected that joining the army in the midst of an action, 
and with such a responsibility as.he had upon him, that 
be could have sanctioned edch a ovement as was fecom- 
mended. Their lordships knew what followed ; an armi- 
stice und conyention, %, hich the enemy obtained the 
facility of retiring from, Portugal with all their bagaage, 
stores, ammunition, cayalry, aed, in short, with all the 
honours of complete victory, Let. their Jordships com- 

re this with what took place at Corunna, where a bat- 

le was fought, withowt, according to the dispatch of the 
General on whom the command devolved, the smallest 
hope of advantage ;, where the array emaborked in the jut- 
most confusion, the horses were slanghitered, sones 

- and ammunition destroyed, ar left behind, and 9 Japs 
tained of upwards yf 7000 men, and. the service of 

* army that was brought off lost for several months, 
feared for'a long tine more. He would not agres in. (pe -- 
Yeasots assigned by Sir A. Wellesley for adyaycy 
against Junot, particularly as he.was threatened, by. pd : 

- siores, who had aslvanced to the frontiers of Portugal 
after having defeated the Spaniards at Rio Seco., He 
could not coincide in the opinion declared by that officer, 
that he had time sufficient for his operations against Jyungt. 
The chief blame, however, must rest upon ministers, who 
fluetuated about the command of the army, and did not 
put the officers who commanded it in possession of their 
ulterior plans. He was not a friend. fo fetlering the dis- 
cretion pf officers. ‘There were strong grounda to ‘gop- 
demn ministers on this as well as every otber instance... In 
this, the most successful part of their conduct, there wore 
jast grounds for crimination. The effect of the convep- 
tion of Cintra was not, he understood, ,yet done away ja 
Portugal. The consequence of it was, that the spipit 
which prevailed was damped, and, that the Porfug 
yey was legs numerons in September than in Jyly,. 

- different, indeed, had the disposition of the peoplg of thee 
country become, that it was found necessary ta eax 2 
considerable British force there tb support Lbe governme 

- And here it was impossible to conuast the gonduct sof 
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Wothisiers With that of the person at the head of the French * 
, ©? Did he ever send out’ Matshal Ney’ with a 


Ni 
Cer HEA Fg ot Maal ya 
mission? Did Lie scutt ont Soalt to stipersede’ 
b ates 
? , 
. 
% 





Marshal Massena to take the’ comman! ftom 
0; they sa\y, him collect his means, coricentrate 
on the Ebro, aud dot stir from thence antif every 

W F BicpdFea fof One great simultancous movement. 
«his crimes thight'be, Wt was impossible not to 
lee the superiority of bls talents, that he united 
cele al the qualities of a Fabius ahd "Marcellus, of 
Ba ee the enemy with Whom he had to con+ 








the country that was to be'the scene of action, 
: ight be comparéd_to Hannibal, perhaps the 
Freatést captain of anciekt tifnes, ‘Were they t> be sare 
“prized, that such arrangements have been followed by 
¢alamities in Spain as made men shudder, ‘and thé 

dod yun cold? He would next examine the means 
‘that ministers adopted to obtain information of the dispo= 
id and resources of the Spanish nation. For this pyré 

it Appeared, that thirty or forty officers were sent 

fie ain; in yarious directions, to collect that informa= 
ion which should have been obtained months before. At 


7 Baird sailed from Falmouth, and on the 13th 

“arrived at Coranna, And here, through this extreme neg 

jlect ‘ot confusion of ministets, Sir David not ouly did 
“fot ‘And those facilities for disembarking the troops. that 

johe liad reason to expect, but he was absolutely probibited 
“to Vahd'‘at all. * Not # man would be allowed to go ashare, 
* Ves. IH.—1909, --O . 
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$ THE sniiiltieat becttteh. | = pai 
ut. it ad | been se said air Ken re ks pear Frets Xte' 


tespo ereby' thing ‘had 
been done ta eo of ape Ker moa oi hdc fhe 
army; yet, if. their, a + ineorebad 







eorrespondence, they w it ‘that it foot altge 
gether to the refysat of | 2 i hi f soatlicia Yof stiffer da 
grmy to land, It was not till she sOth ‘of Cotdber "thie 
permission wak iven. i the ' isa mMmbérkstion. On: 
mber_ 1, ft a ap commenced ;' dn the foatth: th th 
est core b i", ay Ope eighth Lord Puget arti 


ith the cavalry ang not tH the J5ty thas ‘the 
Thole le army had pw, W hen Nady 4 hater 
the whole of the lane jlrodps ad ‘patio 
notion at so late a period, “that Wo meatis taken 
to insure their reception ‘when the; ‘arrived 5 wher’? te 

Jordships considered the particul: af Boint ‘in ‘which “Ris 
ty’s ministers had chosen fo act, ‘hé was 

roe t they would perceive through hout the wh of ‘the 
ministers’ measures a sysiem of imbecility ahd impdtaice, 
which would be a disgrace to the govérivaient of toy 

gountry, still more of a great empire. “It Was impossib 
for Sir fobn Moore to begin his march before the begitming 
or middle of the month of October; and if the secretary 

for the war department had given himself the trouble to 
calculate dates or distances, Re must have knowh, that it . 
would not be possible for the army to form a junétion op 
the frontiers-of Leon and: Gallicia before the middle of 
cember. id ministers suppose that : Buonaparte, 
takin ng example from their own inactivity and supineness, 
sroul not make any effort (o retrieve those losses, which 
had unexpectedly sustaincd in Spain? Did they sup- 
“pose, that the encampment upan the Ebro had’ Been 
maintained for no other purpose than to keep up @ defen- 
 -sive position in Spain, without any intention to make an 
attempt to regain the ground that had been wrested from 
e enemy in that country? or did they ima ine, t rein- 
dorcements would pot be expedited with all possible dis- 
patch.to that post to which the French army bad‘some 
~  Jnonths before been compelled ‘to retreat ? On the con- 
., trary, w ot all the examples pf Buonaparte’s past 
by bin, have shewn them that no effort would ‘be ‘be spared 
by that: the utmost possible exertions would be made 
Tetrieve his losses’ in Spain ?—Thus ministers, might 
Gave cal¢tlated ‘upon as a certainty, that, before the end 
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Sf Dotjber, ever thoggh ight be obliged to draw the: 
reinfornements. from the he Bape ot the Vistuh, he would 
bare collectyd piv rmy in oho ‘adequate to the reduction 
of thet conn ere ead we had hot been without 
inlet Fos | Fre h accoun's, which had bees 
ipa nt ‘oewspapers. ‘By these it appeared, 
aieet message-of Buonaparie, to his senete, on 
LaGth: egliae hy declared’ hie deteymination to 
















copiliane he ie s( Spaln with Vigour, and to d 
al pot ied cor Wk ( had latided on the peniqf- 
Lgalars, 3 ae, a di @eclaré‘ion of 

vain, pret ns to'the orders pent out 


spamnls yi 
Becher re (ot ud yanee into Spain, of the instructi 
nginen jo, Sie arid vid Baird to proceed From Falmouth’ 
ee port from the Preneb mp 
e fhat i er it was of no small advantage, 
. riba 4 im the ensi} Fann ign tne French armies were (0 
teat ne st Gi Engi ish might themselves, at 
Hengib, gl ha efits o eins wars that they would be de- 
or apt n inlo" the sea? ér, do ‘as they had done at 
‘ «Toulon the Helder, and in Sweden. ' Sic language as 
rudhin a minister of a porvien pasion, vad 
ay ™ hi alling to every Englis Ting ; a 
“ae onal 0 langage ttt ere ict: wat, 








co? that _¥ pation it contained had ‘unfortunately 
b ae Be Tie event and migtit bave been prevent 
foresight. Then an addition 





Ke? ordjnary wy heey an 
900,000 men was galled put, in addition to the existing 
army, aeAppeared by the Paris pi papers of the 2tst of oF 
: Regeived in this country onthe $rd of Novem! 
+ By fi . channels of information we had known, that 
“t helween the taiddle of October and the 18th of Noveri- 
- Wer, pda foroproente of infantry : and cavalry, to thegmownt 
~ eh it men, had actually" joined the French army in 
a ey Teport of General Castanos stated, that 
the Js! of Setober and the 20th of November, not 
nan 6.000 men had arrived in Spain; ‘which, wit 
: of 45,200 algeady in that cogntry, ‘nadean arm 
. bat jren,, of which 18,000 were cavalry, spph- 
+ ae oy ie nection of ae nation. ‘In this state of 
wever, his tmajesty’s ministers had thought 
iy bow British any to act aga inst, crest ia 
Ay ia ere thie "vast su 


fi A Gomntty, . w 
ann Me Gas His caging 8. Sesibteg opps 
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wherathere sas no padequaseiadiysnforne to euppont.the! 
Britehanegys; Bul pvenrié, thaodeinianh hada asmhy,t 


whicht instead .ef am@uiating: ie thtvawhele to B5;('Q0, adi — 


far aseaceadhd-itadcigahstrangtlk as.thd txogeerated, ers 
remived api thiscountay ajateds: what shonkt bene: 
srthie first apanviind ofl the demmpaign 7... Whit wrstor 
haverbers igupeateds in the. fitst. coptics, bets een. new 
rahe Javies,oand:the mest disciplined troups i n' ierape és 
Wdeat. meeacto- be, loner, rot Hosaes, in, the &tst insteance,t 
ibough bg unabated spirit aid) petsoverinng excrticies sie yo 
mighialtiami¢lyctriamyp ? . hhe:oenuise thay should haves 
q : waetd retreatitostheisn fastnonses, saad: at first sal 
0. sbaadenod -n gyedk part pf. thd open country $d the: 
eacmy,.in whiok Usey onight, incesatnily berdss. him dre 
dgsultary. attacks, and, learn.in, the: s¢hoel of ‘acversir fi 
that experibuce aad efficiency: which wondd emble thea 
finally to prevail aver theic.enemies, . Uniler:the, hctuak 
sitcumstances of. the country, thesefore, ne.gne.ceal| have 
supposed that, the paint selectad by. antwisters!.was 1h tint 
which the British army shouhd hae: been. employed 
against soenperior a force of thmenemy with ally prospect 
‘whatever of success;; Lt wae sat, then, till the J2:h 08 
Octoher, that Sir Juha Movre began his march from Lése 
bon .for Spain. On. the: lth af, November he! arrived 
with the head. eoluma.of Bia atmy at Salamanca, acd on 
the 5th of Decerabers when the other eolumns hnd snd, 
-Cemivedy come np, Siz John Myore wrote. that General 
~Hope, waa at K'vara, Sis Dawid Baird at Astonra, and ‘that 
he expected. within a abort. time tp assemble the whole 
amy. It had , been. said, in. anotber -plece, that.if any 
Yespoosibility were. 40 atiaoh any where for this line of 
march, which the army bed. taken, :bat’ responsibilit 
Yogted with Sir daha Moore. .Nuthiog, he contended, 
‘could be more .unfownsed. than. such -an. agsertion. » Six 
John Moore bad.ne. ahoice,, ead the-course -be.actn 
chad taken..wag potfectly. sight, and ‘he .wes- convinced: & 


would meet the concurrende of every military nuthority.ia - 


egopalry, that.his decision in. favour of. d march by 

, Jand wes right npon mililary :prinoiplea.. Ot. would che 

_ Mainly not: have deca :desimbla: for ki ‘ta venture. on.dn 
: Drpassnge 

8 prident in bim to land Kis srry ia's cotntry whigh 

wot ee uncneg of afr him the necessary supplics 


6 






n 
by sea at that season, por would’ it heve 
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ha! masch from 'Corurinasy and on the 14th of that month 
the headiof Sit John: Moore's army arrived at Satamanca. 
Haviti2 thas slated-whlit was-the situation of the British 
army tnmtinemiddk of. November, he begged to call ‘the — 
atterdid of thuid tordsMips to’ the situation of the Freach 
avy at tthe period. On the 4th of November the French 
* Yemforconests badlarrived'in etext strength in Spain, a0 
as:tp eudble their ‘atmty do commence active operations. 
Ln poiat of fact, the: Freadh had begda to act on the 26th 
of-Octeber, as apperred ty! their thavia’ surrounded and 
faker &‘ootinnn of 1j/800-wén. * On the 30th October the 
Brehch began to act against the army of Gencral Blake, 
enft between. that’qnd: the 1 ith of November totally de- 
strbyed:or disperseil that army. On the 4th of November 
Rona pete’ arteveit at Vittoria; on the 10th the army of 
Bstebrvidura Was destroyed 3’ and on the 1th Buonaparte 
.deturily dstablistied his. head-quarters at Burgos, the very 
but Where our army was ta unite, one day before the 
Fead of Sir Johis Moore’s army arrived at Salamanca, two 
days ‘before Sir' David Baird’ began his march from Co- 
Yanya.:-: All these were circumstances that might have 
been foreseen by any ordinary capacity; and with the 
eexfainty that sach circumstances must have taken place, . 
it was the height of niadness to send a British army to act 
im the north of Spain. It was the opinion also of Sir 
dobn Moore, that the whole of the British army under his 
cormmaad: shoutd have becn assembled on the Portuguese 
frontier; and dirécted its ‘march to Seville, and not to 
Salimanta. - If that plan of operations had been adopted, 
he mizht, if preseed, retire behind the Fagus, and thenos 
into the provihce of Andalusia, where there was an ime 
pottant iron foundery at Seville, where the spirit of the 
pPeopte was miost enthusiastic, and where there was a st- 
core and impregnable port, Cadiz, to which in any emer 
yoncy the British army could secarely retreat. The port 
tof Cadiz was capable of affarding ‘shelter to the fleet, and 
gecurity to the araty if obliged to fall beck upon it; but 
hhére be did net mean to go mte the cause of that jealousy 
- which’ existed witli respect to admitting our troops into 
 sthat:ports~bat if that could have prevdiled after we had 
seed & lnive army isto that province to amist the cause of 
Gps, ‘at all-events Gibraltar was a point to which the 
. jooults: scarcely ‘retreat. . That’ plan of operations 
“ qegalilhavd Boa: best forthe seentity-of the British drmy's 
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ant cfegtual fox the Spanish cause, because if auld estay 
Bt tiHish army ps @ tese ve Found whit He nal? 
Heep ntig ra ee mast’ h rgssing 0 the bre be 
suse. would, obligg them {5 aot uppq WH make extended 
"Bud scarcely had Sir David “Bair! 'beptity' His! intate 
when. at Lange he heard’ of the destkuctiiu’ of ‘Gen 
lake's axmy 3 on bis arrival f Aste, he heard ‘of! 
ispersion, Of the army of Estranadura‘Z’ sti That’ Bt fy 
aeand have axyived af the, sere of acilii "8 
my,.fram which, he could have hoped, for siipport "Tie 
Soon destroyed. And bere be’ besoiight Yherre Wtdshi 
‘atfentian to the letter of Sir David’ Biipd, dated te 2 
‘of Noyembcr, and to that of Sir John Moore, ated (Be 
24th of November, and fo the representagjons AP both las 
to the absence of all support from qyntive ‘armies. and { 
want of the reporte spirit or enthusiasm on ihe part’ 
the people. In this letter, Sir John Moor stil? 4! OP 
the real strength af the Spanish army, ‘¢r thé sa? site 
of the country had been known, ‘Cadiz, not 'Wornpinad 
would have been the point for the Jandiag of Sir Dv 
Baird’s corps; and Evi not SaJamanca, tHe “ph 
at which the army ought to have been axenbrRd, " 7 e 
documents shewed how hopeless’ the situation of aff 
in Spain was, how low the dispysition. of the peop 
was at that period. . ‘Ube letter from Sir’ David Baird 
had beep received here on the Sd of December; that 
of Sir John Moore on the 8th; and it yas in the 
xgcollection of their lordships, that these documents had 
, been in the possession of his majest ’s ministers, Whra, 
.on the 16th December, they thought proper to’ advise 
his majesty to issue that celebrated proclamation, which 
pledged his majesty to the universal . Spanish ‘ration, 3 
_ Which bound this country to a cause, which, “‘accordi 
_ ta every information, was actually hopeless, ie Hes 
. ready do admit, that ‘it would be the interest of this 
country, 95 it must be in its diposition, to maintain the 
d 
Wd 
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cause of the independence of Spain, as long as there ¢p 
_ be any reasonable expectatian of success. But he ep 

not but dgapprove of this gratuitous pledge solemyly pro- 
, Claimed, to the world under such circumstances—a pQ 


_ which could not be of any ¢eryice to Spain, and mi 
. of considerable incapyenience fo this coun ry, ‘The declas 
svete aan Bolas UpeR WEP Ae fpengh wis B 
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fv’ deen Ric plaltibn to Paid ei a 
So.givé gorke exp) Pipad HOHE pre fe ce 


one, 

¢ per 16 feue 
eee we nt Mibeiimedts in in’ it pone 
ke while General Hope’ Was “at Evorh, atid Sir Davtd 
itd at Astorga, the army of Castanos was defeated ‘hd 
‘ at, par having. ete \ into Aragon, ‘antans 
fi se -btaceedigg 90 a lowdrds Alidatasin.* So thet 
ort, Weeks an Tr, Yad cothmenécd ‘operations, 
te hac com, ie cae coéeded fn destroying th 
ot whch Hf a ie aimy was jo deren 

for supp ete Ww vas th e Tesy) YE of the jamitination, OF 

fhe eel we, Yoresight, ad rudende of thé enemy, Hs 
Bpntraste mel by the supive 135, iashriess, “ahd artogande 
of the Simei ls af. his" majesty’s ministers. “The means 
Buonapatte for thd ‘accdmptishnient of his 
purposed wate fo, well combined, and his objects 80 ably 
yprosecufed, ay, geacrally to give ‘him a moral certainty of 
success ; and whatever may ‘be thought of his total “dis- 
dren baie heb stive of those 2 objects, t was impossible not 















ine the ability and wisdom with which he combines 
ns of accomplishing them.', A person high in office 
es in another, place, in adverting to this subject, applied 
oto a the eglebrated | ‘quotation, 
5. «2 Nallum numen habes, si sit prudentia, sed te 
i, f ‘Nbs facistius, fortana, Deatn Cocloque locaman.” 
jwonaparte might unquestionably appl, this uofation 
"ho pena He was said fo be superaitions, ‘tor nly on bts 
Yottune, and to place confidence in his star; ‘but’whtt- 
‘ever maybe his Hits osition or his fectings in these "ree 
“pects, he never neglected {6 provide all the means that 
: cbald possibly ensire success. Tt Was not with him as 
with is majesty’s ministers; hé ‘hever chterdd itito an 
+ enterprize without any catcuation of cohséquences; he 
zHever exposed his fortuhe to ‘isk’ upon the déspertte 
_ Shabee of a distant Possibility of Success. ‘In this situ. 
= ation Were the alfairs hh Spain, 'when Sz John Mobre dew 
+ Hermined, und overly letermined ‘to Yetreats and in 
* Ghis detéfihination be contintied till ‘tHe $1h' of" Decernber, 
Tt mapist naw be obrigns to their lordchips, ite that courte 
Would aye been best for the safety of the' British anny, 
chnd_ most advantageous for the interest '6f “Une feo 
dm it had been sent to asstet ; Nir “by "ret 
aitlie Frontier of Hora ain Me on ke de 
‘whiitage’ of tnly fatot to the 
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aasistance of Spain. Upon these grounds, therefore, Siz 
John Moore persevered in his intention to retreat ynti 
-the middle of the day, on the 5:h of December; and here 
he must come to take notice of those points which the 
noble Secretary of State had undeteaken to justify. The 
first ground, however, was done away, respecting t 
mature of the communication from Mr. Frere to Sit 
John Moore, as being private not official, because the 
noble Secretary afterwards stated that this communicas 
tion had no effect in influencing the deeision of Sir Joha 
Moore. The third point, however, which the noble Se- 
cretary gallantly andertook to defend, wis not so easily 
to be justified or established, namely, that the advance of 
Sir John Moore from Salamanca was right upon military 
grounds, and defensible upon any sound principles. 

Now that they were at Bsue upon this point, it might 
not be unnecessary to take a view of the situation in 
which Sir John Moore was placed at that time. Sir 
David Baird was at Astorga; Gen. Hope had joined ; 
the army of Blake had been dispersed, and the Marquis 
Romana was collecting the remains of it at Leon; the 
army of Estremadura had been destroyed ; that of Case. 
tanos defeated, and flying towards the Ea-t and Svuh ; 
the French were in possession of the passes of Guada- 
rama and Somosierra ; by which the British army was 
cut off from all communication with Madrid ; apd whilst 
a part of the French army occupied Burgos, their light 
troops were scouring the whole of the open country, 
nearly to the quarters of the British army. Such has 
been the relative situation of the two armies at the time 
-when the noble Secretary of State was prepared to defi nd 
the propricty of the advance of the army from Salamanca. 
.And here he must notice this singular difference which 
took place between Sir,Joha Moore and the noble Secree 
tary. Sir John Moore stated, that the armv which he 
dad under his eye amounted only to 26,000 effective 
men, whilst the noble Secretary contended, that from . 
Xeturns which he had in his office, neatly made up in 
; parcels and tied with red tape, he knew the general must 
have 40,000 men fit for action; the papers on the table, 
hawever, shewed that the effective strength of his army 
had not at.that time exceeded 26,000 men. The question - 
. then which Sir John Moore asked himself, and wiscly did 
be wk himeclf the question, whether with 26,000 men he 
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shonid: adsanece inte Spain, -wikhout having any* native 
fance.to. act. mpan bie’ OF MOY 4 ion ‘frou the 
ca ion : of tbe pensanizy.s: whet he would~be 
pitfiedd.in rigking,ap-aciion against ‘an ‘emeray superior 
ingetyength; and .in .pqnemepign. of she whele-ofthe country, © 
tye hyndred miles froam,asy point.to-.which ke ceuld 
-lople for, support 2)- Under alt the cisoums(agees of his 
sijuatign, it; was : bi by imprudent. to ad vence;-arfd no : 
thiag .was jo.be expectal o,raguit from pach av operntion, - 
. byt.a batty, and disastrous retreat. . It wes'an- afficting 
ofasiderajiou.- iq@ Englishmen dhaé the pensequance ‘had : 
been praciely what wag to have been expentad; and re- 
figcted disgrace jipon the.cqunsels which led to ik, but 
tainly did not. leaye any stain cither upon ‘the bigh 
cHfaracter of the general, or the unparalleled spirit which 
byd_been isplayed by hy brave army. Tbe prudent de- 
mination of Sir John Mogre, which be persisted in tilt 
the Sth of December, be was induced to aller on that day 
by , the communications which he received from Mr. 
réré, a.gent}eman, who, whatever might be his talents 
id other respects, and however painful and unpleasant it 
' afigh¢ be’ to him, to make the observation, appenred_to 
him, to be wholly unqualified, from his folly, ignorance, 
and’ presumption, for that high and important station 
_ which he at present occupied. To prove the incompe- 
telice of this génileman, he need only refer to bis letter of | 
the 27th November, in which appearing to be ignorant. 
of the arrivat of reinfurcements to the I‘rench army, he 
mentions to’ Sir John Moore how desirable it would he 
fdr him, and haw politic, to make an attack upon the 
Feench army before it should be reinforced ; and yet at 
the date of that letter the French army had been increased 
to 1'3;000 men. Another reason assigned by that gene. 
tYeman for-the advance of Sir John Moore was, France 
was always weak affer a great eff rt. Was France weak 
after the battle of Marengo? “Was she weak after the - 
cat efforis made at the battles of Jena, of Vienna, of 
Jim, of Augterlitz, or of Friedland ?> What could be such | 
x proof of existing strength and powerful resources as the. 
means that had been sent forth by France to insure. suc- 
cess, and forthe achievement of thes impattaht victiries ? : 
Sentiments such as those expressed by ‘tlidt’, gentleman 
could not fail to remind one of the case’ of those Who, ‘from. 
: SVom. TL.—1809. Po 
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beiag in -the constant habit of telling stories, came at 
length to believe them themselves. r. Frere seemed to 
him to be one of those, who in this country made a prac- 
tice of decrying every effort of France, and predicting the 
failure of all her projects. Before the battle of Marengo the 
defeat of Buonaparte was anticipated ; on the late coa- 
lition the downfal of his power was répresented as cer- 
tain in almost all the newspapers, not even exce pling the 
Anti-jacobin. He came now to shew that the advance of 
army from Salamanca was the work of this Mr. Frere. 

lt would be in their lordships’ recollection, that the ine 
structions from Lord Castlereagh to Sir John Moore, 
directed him to be guided in every thing respecting the 
Junta of Government by, and to take all his information 
on that and all the subjects concerning the state of Spain 
from, Mr. Frere: not, however, that he was to submit te 
his communications as to commands, bat to pay every 
attention to them short of what should be paid to come . 
mands. He wished their lordships to bear these mstruc- 
tions in mind, in order that they might be able to judge of 
the weight which the letter of Mr. Frere must have had 
ia determining the conduct of Sir John Moore. In this 
letter Mr. Frere recommended to Sir John Moore to sus- 
pead his retreat for the present ; forthe present, he said, 
use such was the spirit of the people, that, if they 
should be abandoned by the British army, he was 
convinced they would still accomplish their object. 
And here he could not but take notice of the dictatorial 
tone in which the offensive letter, received by Sir John 
Moore on the 5th December, from Mr. Frere, was 
couched. At ibe same time that this letter was delivered 
to Sir John Moore, he received another from the Central 
Junta, which he was enabled to communicate to their 
Jordships, having obtained it from the family of Sir John 
Moore. This letter he could, without any impropricty, 
read to their lordships, because he had communicated 
its contents to the noble Secretary. It was dated the 2d 
of December, and informed General Moore ‘‘ that General 
Castanos, after his defeat, was falling back upon Madrid ; 
that the corps, which had been at Somosicrra, was pursue 
ing the same direction ; that they had 40,000 men in 
Madrid ; but as the French force might be increased, 
they begged of Sir John Moore to move his army towards 
Madrid, or at all events to act upon the flanks of the 
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French army, with a view to make a diversion in favour 
of Madrid.”” Such was the letter received from the Sue 
preme Junta by Sir John. Moore, and he should presently 
notice the suspicions circumstances attending it. The 
bearer of Mr. Frere’s letter to Sir John Moore brought 
also a second, which, as he did not deliver (iil the morae . 
ing after he delivered the first, seems to have been com- 
mitted to him with a view to be delivered in case the recom« 
mendation contaied inthe first should not make him alter 
his de'ermianttion. In this extraordi:ary production, Mr. 
Frere desired that in case Sir John Moore should not sus- 
pead his retreat, the bearer might be examined before a 
council of war. What! Mr. Frere take the command of 
his army out of the hands of Sir John Moore, and desired 
that his messenger should be examined before a military 
measure should be resorted to! But the name of this mese 
senger had been withheld. Why? It was no doubt some 
great and distinguished person, some illustrious comman- 
» whose experience and talents would give impression 

to his opinion, and who took the disguise of a messenger it 
order that he might give to the Briiish general the benefit 
of bis great abilities. It was, perhaps, General Damow- 
vier, who wax said to have left this country for Spain, in 
‘order to organize the Spanish armies, and aid with his 
talents and ex; erience the great cause of that country 3 or 
it was perhaps General Moreau, the distinguished military 
vival of Buo:.aparte, who was said to have arrived about 
that time in this country, that proceeded to the British 
army as a messenger, and was, according to Mr. Frere’s 
direction, to be examined before a counci! of war, and to 
bear down the determination of Sir John Moore by the 
commanding influence of his authority. But nos the 
person selected for this mission was a character long note- 
rious in this country, whose motions have been watched 
by the government of this country with suspicion. His né- 
ble friend on the cross bench (Lord Buckiaghamshire) 
- coald inform the noble Secretary upon that subject,. This 
person had originally been an advocate in St. Dominge, 
where he took ah active part in the revolution ; he was 
_ afterwards sent to France, whence, in the alternations of 
the Revolution, he had been compelicd to fly; then sought 
refuge in this country; here he persuaded the governe © 
ment that he was invested with some authority from St. 
Domingo, and was unaccountably confided in ; he had, af 
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oue time, the command of a regiment in the British ser- 
wice; bat afterwards turned to business, and couls be 
traced through the courts of law, in actions for usurious 
transactions ; and finally, if the noble lord on the wool. 
sack was not satisfied with all this, he might trace him in 
his own court in proceedings for fraudulent bankruptcy. - 
lt was 4 person of this description that the British mi- 
nister had selected ¢o be the bearer of this insulting letter te 
Sir. John Moore. Bat besides all this, there was the 
strongest reason to believe that this man had acteil as a 
traitor and aspy. This could be judged of by looking at 
the dates. It was obvious that he must bave been at 
Madrid on the 2d of December, and had received the 
letter from Morla to be delivered to Sir John Moore, 
giving an account of (he spirit of the people of that capie 
tal, and of the strength of the Spanish armies. ‘That was 
the day when Morla went first out toa conference with the 
French forthe surrender of Madrid. The French had on 

' the preceding night forced the Retiro, and were encamped 
on the heights which command Madrid. In this situa- 
tion of affairs Morla sent the letter to the British general, 
Anviting him to advance upon Madrid; and if Sir John 
Moore had: taken that course, it was not alone the loss of 
Sthat ever-to-be-lamented officer that the country would 
haveto deplore, but the destruction of his whole army. 
Sir John Moore, however, did not move in that direction, 
-but was induced by the combined effect of the represen- 
tations he received to advance tothe North of Spain; was 
it possible then for his majesty’s ministers to contend that 
the letter of Mr. Frere had not a fatal effect upon the 
campaign? He might refer to every subsequent letter 
from Sir John Moore to prove it. But be had another letter 
which avould put that beyond doubt, which he had also 
communicated to the noble Secretary, and could therefore 
- without impropriely refer to. It was a letter from Sir John 
Moore to Sir David Baird, informing him ¢‘ of what he 
had heard of the spirit of the people at Madrid ; that they 
. Were prepared to perish rather than submit; that the 
French were arrested there; and that though it was too 
Jate, be proposed, in consequence of the representations of 
Mr. Frere, to give them a trial by making an effort in 
their favour.” After hearing this fetter read, could any 
.man doubt of the effect Mr. Frere’s representations had 
upon the determination of Sir John Moore? It might be 
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said, that the advance of the British army had operated 
as a diversion. But was the advance to have been made 
only that the army should retreat again? If the retreat 
had been delayed but-a single day, nota man of the army 
would eves have returned. But the drawing off a portion 
of the French army for a few days, was not of such value 
as to withdraw the British army to a place of safety, 
whence it could again return to altack the enemy. AH 
the mischief that had resulted from the campaign had 
arisen from the circumstance of his majesty’s minigters 
having confided in a person whose temper, mind, habits, 
and knowledge was such as to render him unfit to hold, 
with safety to the interests of Great Britain or Spain, the 
confidential, important, and ar:luous situation of minister 
to the court of Spain. - His lordship proceeded to expose 
and condemn the manifest want of wisdom, plan, and 
foresight, on. the part of ministers, in the views they took 
of the important subject of Spsin. An equal degree of 
negligence was evident in the adoption of the means by 
which they intended to effect thcir unwise notions. The 
great deficiency coistantly complained of by the Spa- 
niards themselyes, and so evident in the operations of out 
own army, was a wapt of cavalry. Tbis want was ob- 
viopns to every man; but still he understood that the noble 
Secretary of State purposed to defend aaministratiog 
against any imputation on this head. He shvuld be sut- 
rized to hear that they, who were so eager to accuse the 

t administration, to attack them with so much violence 
and asperjty for speaking of the difficulty of the imme- 
‘diate taking up of transports, should, themselves, plead 
_ that very same sort of excuse, ina case which so little 
resembled the other, from the greater facilities it.afforded, 
and the various other circumstances connected with it. 
It was a circumstance worthy sgme degree of attentiqn 
.fhat in the years 1795 or 1794, out of the 14 or 15,000 
cavalry in this country, we were able to send ab.-ut 70 10 to 
_ the continent ; and that now, out of our yast body of 27,00 
.cavalry which we at present keep up, no .core could be 
afforded upon this. most momentous expedition than 
2000 ! as not cavalry required for such enterprizes ? 
- Did not ministers know that such a force was necessary ? 
Was it not a:ked for from us? He then dwelt upon the 

_ gteat losses suffered in the campaizn. The noble Secre- 
tary admitted that the loss of lives ameynted to 7000 
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men, who had bled and lost their lives without achieving 
any advantage to their country. Ina financial view the 
Joss was estimated at least at five millions ; he believed he 
might carry it on the whole to eight millions, by which 
permament taxes to the amount of 500,000/. are imposed 
upon this nation. Were not these serious evils? His 
lordship then proceeded to make some observations upon 
the opinions entertained by some modern patriots, that 
there was no difference with respect to what set of men 
conducted the public affairs. [f this principle were a 
plied to the affairs of the army, what would be ¢ 
result? Was there no difference between a commander 
‘such as the Duke of Marlborough and some foolish inex- 
‘perienced tnilitary officer? He took that opportunity to 
state, that he had always been, and still remained a friend 
‘to reform. He would maintain, that the reform of abuses, 
and economy in the management of the finances, were 
leading principles of the late administration. He pane- 
gyrized the conduct of Lord Grenville on this account. 
he present ministers might desire to be praised for that 
economy which they imputed as a crime to thcir prede- 
cessors, and as connected with what they called a want 
‘of vigour. He declared that his heart and soul were 
‘from the first in the cause of Spain, and took a short 
“review of the arguments he had used in the course of his 
speech. He called upon the House to consider seriously 
“this question.—By the disappointment of the bopes and 
“expectations of the nation,—by the dilapidation of our 
national resources, by the luss of so many British lives, 
by the last hopes of Burope—he conjured their lordshi 
to enter gravely into this most important discussion. He 
‘concluded with moving an address, which corresponded 
-with the principal points of his speech, and censured the 
conduct of povernmen, relative to the affairs of Spain. . 
The Ear of Liverpool rose, and admitted the great 
Jmportance of the present discussion. He did not shrink 
froin the great responsibifity that administration were said 
fo have incurred. He was confident, that the country 
felt a strong and general desire to assist the gallant Spae 
nish nation. Government was animated by the same 
feeling, and was resolved not to disappoint the hopes of 
(the country, but to do every thing in is power towards 
be great cud in view. He gave the n ble earl credit fer 
he way ii which he had viewed the questiun. Hoe had 
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not blinked it, but had stated his opinion openly. Fron 
the opinions expressed by the noble lords onposite, we 
were to have waited cvolly to see the basis of Spanish 
strength confirmed, and to ascertain their perseverance in 
this great cause, before we sent them the aid of a Uritish 
army. Would not the British nation have reprobated the 
conduct of an administration that had acted on such prin- 
ciples? Almost every noble lord oy posite differed in his 
Opinion respecting the mede in which military operations 
were to be undertaken, and yet, difficult as the matter 
was, they agreed to condemn the measares of ministers. 
‘Was there any other plan than that which was adopted 
which would have been as good? Was there any want of 
firmness and vigour in the execution of the: plan which 
was adopted? He ‘had no difficulty in answering those 
questions. The northern coast of Spain bad neither ports 
or bays proper for the landing of a large army, nor was 
the country itself such as could furnish it with subsistence. 
This point he alluded to, because high military characters 
in that House had expressed particular opinions upon it. 
He quoted the opinion of the Marquis de la Romana, who 
recommended landing at Corunna, Ferrol, Vigo, or Lis- 
bon, rather than San Andero, where he himself landed; 
for the Asturias, the Montana, and Biscay were not places 
to which to send an extensive British force. As to delay, 
it was not wise to send an army while the provinces of 
Spain were under different Juntas, and there existed the 
chance of jealousies. On all grounds he was convinced 
that the best policy for Britain, for Portugal, and for 
Spain, was to commence the operations in Portugal. He 
praised highly the conduct of Sir Hew Dalrymple, while 
governor of Gibraltar, towards the Spaniards, and made 
‘a very warm and glowing panegyric upon Sir Arthur 
Wellesley. On the subject of cavalry,he dwelt on the 
’ extreme difficulty in proeuring a requisite number of trans- 
rts, and especially on the sort of transports required. 
nfantry, with the comforts we wisely provided for our 
‘troops, required one ton per man; but cavalry demanded 
mot less than nine or ten tons. Forty thousand infantry 
could be transported as easily as five thousand cavalry} 
there was not one ship in four fit for that service. ‘Be. 
sides, we had :o sen horses for remounting, and for the 
artillery. He instanced the casein Egypt, where we had 
‘450 cavalry, aad yet gained such great successese We 
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had sent to Sain 8 or,9Q00 horses, and there, wom hexe 
been sent 12,000 in all, but for Mic Aisembag atign pp 
hearing of the return of oar army. , Never had this coun- 
try made any thing like so great, anys rtin transportieg 
a body of force of this description, , Qn the 22d of Aus 
ust we had cavalry superior.{6 thost’o the French array 
a Portugal. - Indeed the idomegt. Por igal was bixed oR 
ns the theatre of our first operationa, a powerful and eff . 
tive body of cavalry was sent op, He contended’ that 
our first military measures were of the greatest ‘gonsf 
quence in effecting the surtender of Diupost, Who was 
revented from receiving the reinforcements ‘destined to 
is aid by Junot, through the ‘diversion ¢reated' by Gent. 
ral Spencer. Speaking an the propriety of our expedition 
to Portuga), he observed, that as to the question w net 
it was best to make Junot and his army prisoners pf wa¥— 
whether they could possess the Tagus, and thereby mai- 
tain themselves for any time, must depend on the opinions 
of military men; and whether, if they could do so for 
two months, it would have so far put off the time for ope- 
rations in Spain that they could have of no avail so 
as to answer any important purpose. He had ‘no doubt, 
however, that if more favourable terms could have been 
obtained, they would have been insisted on. His Yorde 
ship contended that the argument of the British ‘a 
proceeding to Andalusia instead of the North of Spajn was 
weak in the extreme, for the people of that province had 
expressly declared they did not want assistance, qnd the 
North of Spain did. That long before our government 
knew the evacuation of Portugal would take place, in- 
structions had been sent to Sir Hew Dalrymple; viz. on 
the 20th of August, to put the army in motion, as soon 
as possible, and immediately after the event of the battle 
of Vimiera was known, fresh instructions to the same 
parport had been repeated ; that whatever might be said 
by those who were hostile to the conduct of that expe- 
dition, there could be no doubt but it had operated as a 
great diversion of the enemy’s attempts, and bad pre- 
vented him from overranning the whole of the country, 
after the unfortunate defeat of Blake and Castanos, by 
giving the Spaniards time to rally, and the Supreme Junta 
time to recover their spirits, and to concert measures for 
future operations. That our loss when compared with 
_ the duration of the service, had not been more thas on 
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many other expeditions, which had never been com- 
plained of either by the noble earl who made the motions 
or any other noble Jord in (hat House. The whole speech 
of the nobfe carl had conveyed an idea that the Spanish 
cause was over; bathe would mention,’ that the French 
Ruler had not yet succeeded in subduing Spain. He had 
employed more than 200,000 men, and the greatest part 
_ Of his best gencrals. He had appcared there in person to 
give additional spirit to his army; and yet, notwith- - 
standing all his immense exertions, he possessed not at 
this moment more of the Country than he did last years 
and the unity and firmness of thé Spaniards, since these 
advantages had been obtained by the enemy, clear] 
evinced their spirit and fixed determination to resist all 
the cfforts of their oppressors. He thought the noble and 
spirited defence of Saragossa, though it might have its 
equal, had not its snperior in history, and shewed the 
Spaniards would effectually defend their country, though 
they may sometimes ert from too much zeal and enthu- 
siasm. _ He begged their. lordships to recollect what had 
been done in America. In the outset we gained every 
battle, took Boston, Philadelphia, New York, and seemed 
to be secure of subduing them, till General Burgoyne and 
his army were surrounded and taken prisoners at Saratoga. 
Their system was that of protracted war ; that of the Spa- 
niards would now be the same: and when we looked to 
the extent and natural situation of that country, to their 
population, strength, and military talents, he could not. 
see there was any reasonable cause to doubt of their 
ullimate success in the struggle, arduous as it was, in 
which they were now engaged. He had the consolation 
to know, that they felt themselves bound by every tic of 
gratitude and affection to this country ; and that notwith- 
stasding the unfortunate event of the campaign, the heart 
of every true Spaniard beat as highly and warmly in fa- 
vour of Great Britain, as at the moment when they first 
asked and received thé assistance which we gave them. 
No man could answer for events to come. Submission 
may eventually be their lot; but should that unforta- 
nately be the case, he had the eatisfactioa to know they 
eould not impute that sibmission toany want of assistance 
eneur part. Whatever might be the result, we had dose 
eur duty ; we bad made every exertion in our power; ead | 
Ly continuing the same course, we might reasonably sup- 
Vou. ILI.—1809. Q 
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that our joint efforts would ke crowned with: spqeqes 
is lordship concluded a oe io and able speech (of 
which neither oyr Ume,or is il pexmjt.ug to give at 
greater length) by’ giving “hi deiaka negative to the 
motion. Se 
_ The Earl of Majra entered at. spe length into the 
discussion. Ele supported the noble mover in his vigws 
of thd question,’ did declited ‘that’ the ‘adoption of, his, 
motion wad, in'his opinion, tle only refribution the House, 
could offer té the' memory of ‘the illustrious Sit Joby 
Mooré, and the galtint met whd so gloriously, but anpro-. 
fitably, fell in'the@battlé-of Corunna. ~ |, ya 
Lord Sidmouth was of opinion: that the motion: bad 
been most powerfully supperted- by arguments which he 
had not heard a.sipgie ppsitian toiavalidate. His lord- 
ship expressed his opinion on the copdyct of ministers 1n 
general, and of Mr. Frere in particular; and concluded by 
saying, that whatever might be his.present opinion of the 
Spanish cause, he shoyld despaix of, it, if the prepegt mo- 
tjon were not agrecd to... ce, ee eee 
Lord Mulgrave spoke in defenge of the cand act. of, 
ministers. . oe onde. a 
Lord Erskine declared an opposite opinion, and speke; 
hopelessly of the Spanish cause, al(hough it migbt,conaer 
to rights if ministers would let it alone. The strength of- 
the country had been improvidently wasted, that. 
cause, which might have recruited it, totally, last, =. = 
‘The Earl of Westmoreland spoke at. much length ig, 
defence of the conduct.of miuisters.) =, | | yy 
‘" Lord Grenville, in a most able and, eloquent speoch af - 
two hours and a half, of ‘which our limits will ,not allow, 
us to attempt even the description, replied ia suppert a 
the resolution. - on 
Lord Grosvenor said a very, few wards on. the same. 
side: and oe os 


"The House divided. = .. wad 
Contents - «= 50 Loo, 
Proxies .- .- 42 . ‘, 
Teller, Lord Auckland —- 92 te, 
| Non contents. 88 2. 1. ie 
| | Proxies, - - _ 
Teller, Lord Mulgrave ——- 145 > Let’ 
: Majority fox ministers © , —er,53. | ,, 
Adjourned.  ~ | 3 
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vote ‘al any election for membersof parliament. . of 
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ah ta nace toe Ma) PRERB 
‘CoP Dilley, afler'a few’ remarks on the conduct of 
| Mr. Frere in Spain, relative to Sir John Moore and the 
a¥my; With fie uftcrstdou to mect with the disapproba- 
tion of the noble Secretary of State, expressed his desire 
tO" kaow “whether govcininent intended to recal that 
rfififster, artd if $6, whether they intended to employ him 
absih tH a similhr sitaatlon. If he received no satisfac- 
information on this head, he should conceive it to be 
his indispensable duty, sttoutt yo other noble lord take it 
ny, to wake a ‘inidtidn pon this sybject. 
The Earl of Liverpool said, that he would vouch for 
the general good conduct and services of Mr. Frere, in 


Spain and elsewhere. What he had before stated, 


ainounted onty to his disapprobation of the niodg be had 
employed, in making his communications to the general, 
of thé British army. As for the latter part of the infore 
mation desired by the noble lord, he was sure that big 
lordship would, ypon reflection, see the impropricty and 
difficulty of his giving an answer to it. His lordship also 
took that opportunily to explain some misconceptions of 


his speech on Friday fast, respecting the amount of British © 


cavalry sent to Poftugal’ When he stated our numbers 
as equal tothe French, he included the regiments expected 
daily io land. . . ‘ 
After a few words from Earl Grey, the Earl of Suffotkad. 
yerted to the state of our cavalry in Spain, and decl 
that he had it from good authority, that we were cpm- 
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pelled to kill.the greater. patt of oulb:Hardes, beeayse ae 
had not shaes.ta pit on thaiv: fret.:.al Gout of promt ma gen. 
tude in the cammissarjat depadtmentisc oli nck pe sine. 
¥ 5 on lb bubs, EL ae 
REPORTS OF THE DEBATES) oo tours, 


Earl Groscenor, in rather, a,Jqyy.gone.af RICA, TAS thi 


rectify a misrepresealation in some pnblicatian of.e spoea hi’ 


d¢livered by him, in which .he was made to ascyibe.thei 
death of General Angtruther fo the wrat of! proper. assishrt 
ahce'and comforts. He had not .said,se, nor intended, ta, 
pay so, and he took this oppartunily of explaining what he 
had said, as otherwise it wag calculated tp crete consiey 
qlerable uneasiness. Elis lordship observed, that notwithad 
standing the standing oxders in both’ Hougesof Pasl ment,iy 
the House of Commons had for a Jength.of. time allewash. 
such a relaxation, as to give considerable facility, ta the; 
publication of their discussions 4, and. considering’ thal 
great advantage the public derived from being made gon; 
uaisted with the proceedings of. theiy lurdshipg, Aa, 
thought the severity of their standing order might, be xen; 
' Jaxed also. At least he hoped it would not be.so strict yi 
enforced as it had lately been, as he thought (hat,.im that: 


case, misrepresentations would be less frequent. He mergly, . 


threw out these obscrvations for the evasideration of teary: 
Jordships.—Adjourned. oO . ae 
. —egtE . . . | 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. a 
| MONDAY, APRIL 24, - y 
7 BREACH OF PRIVILEGE. : rete 
*Sir Charles Hamilton moved that Daniel Butler, tha. 
pherifi’s-officer, some days ago committed to Newgate by 
erder of the House for a breach of privilege, by executing an: 
atrest of the honourable baronet, be now brought to the 
Har. He was brought accordingly, and, after being ad-. 
thonished by the Speaker, ordered to be discharged on, 
paying his fees. cs a 7 
_ IMPRISONMENT FOR LIBEL. | mo 
Mr. Whitbread said he’ hekt in his hand an amended 
petition from Mr, White, prisoner in the gaol of Dor. 
chester; under sentetice of his majesty’s court of King’s. 
Bench: it contained substantially the sainé allegations : 


. 
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Jpded, he leave now, at their request, to slate what 
Wis the seh aa tale said’ that Mx. White had been ree 
sitict from walking in the garden of the prison, beqause 

Ar. abefield before him hadlabused asimilarindulgence, 
by “excl iz tlie other prisoners to discontent. and dis- 


1 Bad 
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turbance. It was Rot. engy, ta dongeiye How the thiscemt 
duct of Mr, Wakefield, if he, hadi been. gutty.-of anys 
could justify a severe, priyationntqwards: Mr.» White aa 
many years aflerwards, au! pgainstiniiom Shece-was nwiad 
stance of siuilar. miscundact lAllegeds -- But. with respect 
to Mr. Wakefield, be waa asqusad, by his: friends thar arp 
complaimtof any such smpigconduct.po hia! part was éver 
made cither by. the gaoler-ax the, magisttates: Hariig shit 
thus much:(rom sespect forthe, waunded feblihgs of virad) 
gentloman:s dricads, fe thonghh dat a6 a! pracecding was! 
naw pending ina caurf ‘of. law sespecting the coufiucment- 
of Mr. White, and the proceedings on. tpich . it iwasl 
founded, .it might not bs advaable aow ta. raovd ayn 
thing upon the present petition farther than. thatiit: dé list 
on the table until the pending.qnuestion shoukl berdiapased 
of. But there were many of the allegatidns-set oat inthrs- 
petition which, if they should aypeas to, bi: welbfoundddy. 
might be the subject of consideration in. the House: ~Hd: 
didf understand that a mode of proceeding’ had far a d6n- 
siderable time obtained jn te law courts,' espdtiatly atthe: 
suit of the crown, which, it did exist, wag extreme, 
improper‘and highly reprehensible. He thought’ it fur: 
instance a great hardship that the mastér of ‘the crown df? 
fice should bave im his discretion the nomination of partes 
by passing over the names of such persons summoned: dn’ 
the papnel-as ke thought fit, without calling them omthett’ 
fines, upon the mere plea (hat they could not attend, and: 
retaining such names ashe thought fit: -Further he w 
informed, that where a special jury found a verd}ct for'the . 
crows, it was usual (o pay enclt man.tWo guineas; where 
their verdict was against the crown, they reecived but ond. 
guinea per man. ‘This he thought a most indecent prac: . 
tice; and aNhough be would not ¢o far impeach the the’ 
tegrity of special jurors, as to say they would be biasged - 
in their decisions by the consideration of a few guineas, ‘ 
atill it caused all the appearance of holding out efcous ° 
fagement and renameration fot verdicts in favour of thd’ 
crown, and against the subject, and was incompatible witht ° 
impartial justice. Another practice be understood to pre. 
vail was, that special jurymen, who had been sammoned 
over .and over again, if once they foudd a verdict: 
agtinst the crown, i¢ some how or other. so happdned, ‘ 
they were never summoned afterwards. Another pmotire 
he widerstood to Le common and uniform with courts; 
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niithely; that'the crowh always paid tp the officers double 
fees. -: Homontd: net say this’ custom’ fad the effect to bias 
the cause: uf. pastion; Wit i€ was -obviuasly’ caleuldted’ to 
@uretolthe crowad pre poiideranee in those courts. Ttrese, 
honenes,: would ‘afford: metier for Aituré' éonsideration <' 
Breda’ prevents he shoudd btily move that this petition, and 
quoter ons similar: subjett:-which be held tn lifts hand! 
reight-lie bathe table'p with a' view, ‘if it ‘slrould be ex 
beat, te tefer them '¢o # select committee! at x fiture! 
yy poowided i should “appear they stated nothing con.’ 
teaty to facte,:. ‘Phere was another point of éxtreme hard 
shigus ithe petitionce’s ase, ‘naniel f', ‘his -bling sent from 
Leadon, the place of his' convidtion and also of his busi-’ 
ness, bis connections, and livelihood, to the ‘gaol ‘of a! 
fax: distant ebuaty,:‘uitcer so ‘severe t sentence as three 
yhars qm prisomment..: ‘Pitts. was, indeed, a case of exces- 
sivd sevevity, anil not omy by which the prisoner’s health 
avi buese this: ‘life: were risked, but his business rained, and 
theimeans of miintaming of his family taken away. - 
-fr.; Caleraft. repeated his declarations on a former' 
Right, .as weil with-respect to Mr. Wakefield; as the gross’ 
minstniemonts made by Mr. W hite in his former petition, 
ang) whith: anis-statement wae now acknowledged Ny him-' 
self, namely,‘that irstead-of being refused the daily gd-' 
mimion of his wife and family, he had enjoyed that pri-' 
Weegee: im the :fnlest exercise ever since the 25th last No-’ 
vember. The honourable member stated, that Mr. White ’ 
had -cojoped every possibleindulgence i any degree com-' 
patible: with ‘his citwation ; that his apartments were as 
geothand convenient as any of his majesty’s officers occu- 
piad.ia barracks. But the treatment of prisoners in Dor-~ 
chasien gact-was eminent-for ‘its humenity ; and the ma- 
gistxetes:of that county! thoacht it an extreme hardship~ 
to:kawe thsewn upon thenr persons of Mr. White’s de-' 
sdriplion; cbnvieted in a distant county, whereby they 
were exposed te much: ebloquy, as well as ingratitude ‘for . 
theis humanity and ‘attention, particularly in the case of 
Ma: White; and that:he had appealed to the judges to’ 
thiseffect atthe last assizes, and intreated for the future to 
be pt frem similar instances. ° | 
Ma. Windham thought that the petitioner, so far from 
beieg. justified in complaints of severity, had, from his: 
owh: shewiag.in the petition, every: reason to be thankful ' 
fapihe indulgence and:attention he received. In fact, all 
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that be had peoved by this logg aad.labeared remnnstramey, 
was, that a gaol wasa gaol, aad confinement was confined 
peni, Ie scemed to forget that ba was saffering fora cri 
2n Lm prisonmenn whicli be (Mr, W indham), aust belli 
fo be well deserved, al least until the contrary was.proved, 
But while (bis map was: receiviog more indulgence ad. 
accom vodetien ibang he would beallowed in any. other gaok 
in the kingdom, an}, mug mow than any etbor prisonet, 
in the one he inhabited, he.seemed: to foaget. the priva- 
tions to which, other psisoners.in the same gaol sabmitted: 
in silence, and te put himecld up as a.person of such. high 
aristocratical ounsequencey as to be thesele aud prominent, 
abject for coasieration, apa not to.be put on o,footing 
with othes sorts of pomahs in the same gaol,such as thoy 
beld in for fines, or tranggycaionsof the revenve. lam, od 
merely for debt, and not any crime.. One-of the come 
plaints was, that the yard-ia whieh he- was allowed to 
walk, wasof a circular form, and. that thcse rotatany pere- 
ambulations affected his head! He udght then square the. 
circle, or traverse it in dircct lines. nett was,not. to ba 
supposed the county prison was-to iit aeeording ia 
his taste. Another complaint was, that. he. was. enly: 
suffered to walk in tlre garden half an bour at atime, ane: 
companied by the gaoler. Was he then io enjoy this ae - 
dulgence without the vigilance of a keeper ta prevent. his: 
escape? or had the gaoler.no other ocenpation for. hig’ 
owt timc.or aticntion, (ban to glevote himself do.the at 
tendance of this Mr. White, as long: anchas often ashe - 
chose to walk in (he gavden? There was :rio faet 
in his petition that could be considered as amy grievane 
to a person sentenced for a-crime ogainst- the Jaws ;.-aad 
was it to be supposed that the. confinement imtended - 
lew. as a punishment for crime, was.to be milizated inthe 
case of Mr. White into all manner of actcommedatien and 
indulgence. Ile weuld not oppose the pcefition; but he: 
telt it his duty to speak his-scntiinents upon (he: subject. , 
The Attorney General, in reterenee:to:'Mr. W hitbread’s 
assertions respecting the two. gaineas given to special 
jury men in cases of verdict for the crown, and-the usage 
of discontinuing to summon special jurors who should onos 
give a verdict against the crawn, ntteny dented! the exy 
istence of such practices in any of the courts within his - 
memory. He believed. indecd the former practice : did : 
somuctimes take place, many years sinee in tho coutt of 
-. ; | 
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Sete uel, wet liad never oecarredl fur a nuniber of 
and R was a prictice which he » a8 dim 
Hebi “th the administration of justice. With 
ie per Yial summoning of jurors, as he himeclf did aes 
theni, he would not untlevtahe to say any 
“thé fact from his'own knowledge. Bat he was eca 
at any officer of ne court wie would venters on suche 
ry 3 would certainly lose hie place 9 tee bebe - 
. Mrs Marryntt said was frequently in 
gxuramoned as a spetial javor. He had frequently 
‘verdicts ae well ageinet'as for the crown, and be 
Serer experienced atty difference on that account. . 
+ Mr. ‘Ashley Cooper read a letter from. a brether. 
tate af Dorchester, stating Mr. White’s own declare ou 
th te visiting magistrates, at the last amises, that he hed 
ne pe font plaint te to tnake whatever. 
Bardett weid he wes glad to hear the right. 
hotibuseble - ard learned cia ntieman re howe seprobate: 
dine of the’ practions aad 










wholly eahent notiee, ce, allhongh aro, more cofare 
thw the- “practice be had ‘tee get 


Sepate: im! that Howse. He flattered | himaelf | 
Ge had: heen selinquished aad abandosed for com | 
und coafciged be was much surpeised to find it sevivad: 
hgnin in Wie case of the petitioner. There was another . 
point in-whichthelenrned zontleman had given na opinian, 

iat of a Matiioy Juries $e try persons em criminal presanue 
few the: esown, at:the mere discretion of an. oftices 

of th the qaust, mhertby the crown, which a 

jutiges, abo the jurors, aad thus. peal 
CURD, ‘wtlpe, and ary in: its owa: cause. He did not. 
voor ons buch man.ovory whore sept tolew, batit 
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ny inte? B 
ds aetiusers 2 With relpect £6 thé Yddoe of kendi 
he convicted of tele to distin! Waots) it Would to 
fore the Hojine at'tiitother op Portithity mote fi yburip 
SMdiscdstion, bint af présdit he: would bhly remark if wah 
actdtha oF great cryeley dia svelity and: ually tits 
SonsitnGordl and ‘tintwatranted, ‘te belie vd,’ by ‘thie Td! 
THY pubistisicnt VF thrée years ti{prisonmelit’ wad of Stée! 
éetremely ‘Hard for a thiedémbabidte in no cape Puitighie 
By above vik months imprisonment till of late years. Bu 
when to this was added the transmission té ‘a ptisofio 
two: or three “hundred miles Aisance from “dbritexion 
fenrily, basitiess, andl source of livelitiond; sBsolite vii 
8 










is superadded to the severe sentence of thé law. | Anh } 
Hourable’ gentleman below him (MY.’Windham) see: iN 
to think there was no hardship in the cude, bec se ‘th 
rwas confined in coturaon With other ra Off 
the county, and was allowed the intercourse ‘of bis family’ 
But there was this difference on his part; that he was ¢d 
_ fined in a far distant country from his own, and thd ‘ine. 
@algence of family intercourse was maintained at ah'dhors' 
mous expence. He was happy ‘to’ find, ‘however, the, 
question was in such able hands. ee 
<The Chancellor of the Eachequer théught the’ ho- 


nburable-baronet’s speech was founded on a misconception” 
witich had before been corrected, viz. that the executive 
pvetnment hail sent the petitioner to ‘Dotchestet’ ydol, 
| idetead: of his behig’ cent thither by the sotemn decision’ of 
 @rcourt of justice, for a crime of which he had been legally‘ 
convicted: If he had any complaint to 'make against thy” 
wsatmer in which the jury who tried him was constituted,’ 
he ‘shiotid: have made application ’to the coutt,'and- ena; 
Geavonred to obtain redress throngh the ‘proper ‘chanuef.- 
Pie etecutiye government had net sent’ him'to the ‘place’ 
of ‘his confinement, so there was no ground for the seve«*‘ 
rity of saimadversion which the honourable baronet hadf* 
bettowed dn it, nor need there be any dread of ‘the county’ ‘ 
of Dorset ‘being-burthened with all the criminals:in the” 
kingdom. -He hoped the House would be cautious how it 
réberved ‘statements of this kind. The petitioner; athong™ 


offer tivings, ‘complains of the charge of the judge to tha” 
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ti hich! 
sei a Beautician a As * gi hg weit When, ont 
was his opinion, he mil fd ee en deemit ised 


eomment apon it ip ave! a8 bethaught it, 
en and the court iene be uli ge 


m. the same principl de pins a sevens, ud 
apt Las the: thouaBet Ht see hoped’ 
therefore, the House wa ned aie apedit, 
‘to allegations which se = h ad heard, 4 ba, 
50. slightly founded. tos hye on the mor 
tion, or to prevent the Hea trem, cite he tables, 
Butsbe coyld not avoid making. topes onnae 
he Reauipseed.| in it ‘ 

Su F. Burdett, i in cxplanation maid be had ng 
fram’: any miscouce ption,, “What he ‘meant by spoken, 
tiye government haying sent the petjtioner to Dorchester, 

oll was, that the executive, goyerament appointed the. 
Fie general, who’ progequted.ex officio, and also.aj 
potated the judges and,fhe jury, whg teied him, and so 
he Ipoked on it as the act. the executive ernment, 

The pctilion was then ordered to lie on the 

‘Mr. Whitbread said We' had another. petition vei Joby, 
Harrio't. Hart, a person confined in G wcester gaol fox 
1h same, offence, and .who .was tried at. th e same time af 

ir. White, as the printer and publisher of the pay 
There. were tx girqumstances mentioned in this petitions 
which sppenrel to to hina to be, very sévere, and somewhat hag 
extmardipary. He com; eine tat he was prevent 
fram. using any fe . This he thought ver; 1 

yf for. 10 many pended liga such liquors were di ‘Itemet: 

Tu tly i heorssary for ihe preservation of a man "s healthy, tha, 

an. “therefore the indiscriminate and total denial of them. 
very harsh. sAnother complaint was, that all let~- 

ters. eae ts gents to.him were od sch to inepections 





‘any, moti on. the, subject till the question ‘in the 
determined 5 byt be h that in the 
Eee had it jn, ibd pore Wea eae, 
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a bed lon sina honeybee of hia op 
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Rent petition ‘fi exsitls Who were ntibat d bet 
OM, .} ‘wiz, libellers,, Mie see if was, ba” tMth f 


ta ‘strong’ Teason aly, ii bbs oe 
oxi9 8 persons herd , on'by 
execs tive  goveratiient, and ‘te e' the its by whith 4 
ings. creep into practir be W bight” mibhit ‘after. 
vir 8 ai ostlider was etd an hy iriotis to thd abi 
ry 





ition was oi a vo lic on the fa ate 
t» Eden gave notice, that ould'to-morrow imo 

Pe, the Ei gi of certain f papers, to etucidate the core 
‘respon ence between Mr. Frere and’ Sit John Moore, did 
Fees relating to Mr. Frere’ 's letter of’ the’ Sa of 


_Lord Temple said an’ horoanble fliend ‘of Tits tid 

ven notice for him of a motion he {ntended 'to bring 
given aud which stood for Friday next, viz. the con- 
duct of the war in Spain. He understood there was sothe 
business stood for Thursday, which was likely td occupy 
the time of the House till late; and as two ‘folowing 
nights of debate might be inconvenient, “he wished to 
postpone his motion te the Tuesday next, when he would 
certainly bring it forward. 

r. Ponsonby gave uotice that he would to-morrow 
move ‘for copies of nine letters with their inclosures, 
written by Sir H. Dalrymple to > bord Castlereagh on the 
qubject of of Spain, previous to the 25th of May Yast: 

Canning presented at the bar copies of a note from 
_ Admiral Apodaca to himself (Mr. Canning), and his an- 
. swer io the saine, pursuant to the order of the House.— 
Ordered to be printed. 
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art Porchester requested the attention of the House 
%6 a few observations fre hail to submit to their -considera- 


fidn, previous to his bri ‘forward’ the ‘metiot: of 
_ ‘which he had given ‘ndtice.' bil’ n whieh it wees his 
© Ebtention ta move for ledve'to bring was, Word for 


‘the same’ as ‘that whic hed tirenbortatte 
e ie , but ‘Which had as ofteh'Been recta bythe 
— tise ‘o Lords, on the ‘gr ground oF Ks being heap iva ithe 






ubihese should he further considered ;’ 
ceived thé most amp: liventigation suit Soouston, 
And ‘beew'thé subject of a protet rhidh sommed 





HeRe TA.}... OFFICES IN REVECCION. ta 
ve, heen made merely for a shew of signatures, af the- 
head of which sfoed the’ names of princes, tut amo’ 
“whom the House had the safisfaetion' ‘to: refett, that the - 
name of the most illustrious ‘branch ‘ef the Fentity,: srid- 
_ the, most immediate to the throne, was not to be foot. 
“he nature of the bill was perfeotl well known t& the 
“Hause: for the value of it he would refer Vheth to ‘the 
third seport of the comrnittee of finahce. Axto any ob 
‘jections there could be ‘to the bill, there-was anty offe 
. Which be could anticipate, viz. that this was not 9 von. 
_ yenient time to bring forward such a measure. He was 
of a different opinion; he thought this wax just the moss 
- Coavenient time that could be.hit upon for the purposy, 
" and that the least procrastination would be injarious to 
; Shocacr bad of the public. pot! Chancellor the Ex- 
chaquer just acknow there was no great pres- 
“gure of business; but if there was, it was their duty to 
, make {ime convenient when they had important duties to 
, discharge, and he trusted they were now re-assembled for 
‘the purpose of following up the wishes of the Honse and 
“of the country. Delays were always injurious, and in 
» these stormy times in which we live every to-morrow 
~ brings its griefs and difficulties along with it; and if they 
, suffered them to go on accumulating, they might grow 
too cumbrous to get rid of. Whenever they sent to the 
lords this bill (and he hoped the House would decidediy 
determine to do so, as soon as it could with convenience 
be passed), he supposed they would be told that there 
” was no necessity for. it, as we have at this moment x sus- 
; pension bill, that pievents, the disposal of places in Yee 
version, till six weeks after the meeting of parliament ia 
the next session. But this was a strong argument’ in 
favour of-the bill bemg now broaght in and passed, for 
. if,i¢ was mot carried. in the. course of the present session, 
six, weeks wonld be too short a period, and the ‘logis 
..y ght take advantage of the circumstance, till the House 
~ had driven their lordships into a corner, as they bad done 
_ gbowe in the case of the non-residence bill, and arge that- 
869 xegaon for rejecting the bill; im which case, the ss 
- pension bill would expiee, and many ollices might’ be 
- . giaeted in seversion which could not be abolished :<in 
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eighteen weeks in passing ‘through ‘bot Houbet, a 
heh obed the Hi otxe: to do" ft8 dhity, ‘anf take 'tip i 
foselock=they' ust! ‘speak plainly: the ri ' Hest 
lui: frowued ‘on “theit underakind,“and when $ 
fuewnert ‘sebjsots were aptteitentle, Uns FE t0 hen ? 
dthat thd Haase woud ‘Mp Uclky ‘Put tein fy he 
tio: Web: it: in Bat ivartaek eat Machi Cha 
had (been: obtainetl. by ctx bia've! stitestérs? “Wiad it’s 
whisings;' like nepd¢ 'aupplitents ut a Wiinéster’s hey t 
they wens to ex panei carey thete pdthe ?” No; the} 
badtoeanous; . deteininetl,’ oiler 
would continue to e fai as they had hitherto done!" 
+ -Wedigidd’ tor seen! full: selehdanee OE: miniitersY: ‘0 bey. 
means se-oppose' the bill, Ae hoped they would? 4d 
a manly way. Let them not give sinister suppat sg a’ 
siiont-eppestios:' Let thenr ot cone with’ 
ments to: instruct the House hdw'to model theft ir contd 
and the bill, so as to be ngedctible to the lords. Fad vice" 
they will give, let i be to \\vinces ‘to res ‘hep 
ceedings of that Hoase, and nt tothe Houte to study ce 
pleasing of princes. Let them seriously’ shew tlibst? 
ptinoes, that the wealth and splendour with wiriéh' Eby 
are invested, comes frum the lihérality of ‘the ‘peo peoples, 
through the medium of that: House; and that’ not tH! 
standing they are indeed the rich foliage of the Corimhfan’. 
capital, yet the strongth of it-is' in-the shaft: Wiléna’ 
ptince ttok upon him to write to that- Howse, thete ‘could " 
remain but little doubt he tad -met with: those’ in: thiat | 
Hause who had. been read'y to aid him with advice on the’ - 
occasion. Let them extend, that advice where it is fully © 
as: much wanted, or they would net falfit the duties of | 
peal station. If they faaltered and wavered'‘m so doing, y 
they maget shew they were ready * to ridé on’ the whirt— 
wiad,” but totally iacapable of of directing the storm.” 
The times were severe. and seratinizing. On this occa.” 
sion, the conduct and character of the House was mote - 
at sinke than at most other times. 'The-present'‘wara 
in which measutes were not-of Weight, uns. 
supported by character. It might, perhaps:be ob- 
jected to the bill that it was a bill of selection; it was 
well known. reversions were given to children, and, ‘theres 5 
fore, the offices to be abolished must be selected. " need 
ing -—_ a part of asystem.towhich the House had 
ied, he was apzious to know if they ould ba OAS 
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* presons bill, !teshew that-t 
ak ch ‘and | a Rine mallee oibe public: interester 
=u Go tirst..b peughs: foreach the: measuce, did* 
d of, referee trenpoed feather. 8 iheje., ‘time, Ibut! 


oihy oD ys Lobe aner 
at ot Thai leave be given te bring itt ball-to prohibit tise 
chikitn of ofiges Fy feneEeions at with: of sare: 
f, 
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vprship - eos 
“8. P 165 ueelion of th the "Exchequer said, he wae surprized ‘. 


vas, Wpporance with whieh Ke noble lord had 
ohensa Ny his motion, Whatever others. might have done, 
he had never disguised dais sentiments respecting the bill in 
question she had never conceived that it would injure 
the prerogative, .or that as.a measure of ecozomy it would 
even be advantageous to the public» He then proceeded: 
to'state his sentiments very shortly against the present bill, 
There was already.a bill to preveat those grants till six 


weeks aftcr the meeting of parliament ia the next session. - 
The Hoyse had the report. on this sabject, which, accords” 
ing to # notice given,-was to be taken into consideration: * 
in. the course of next week, in which they would have em - 
opportunity of revising the subject. . The bill might beat. 
teuded with inconveniencies, bet with ae possible advan~ ~ 


tage to the public, . He had no other object bat to induce 


La) 


- 


the House re pause; there would be plenty of time in the .’ 


course of next week to take into consideration what places” 
it would be proper ta gbolish, and he thought the best way 


would be to wait till they had the advantage of that i ine : 


ay and iny om. . 


"Bankes said he bad not come forward. with. this : 
imotion, because, fiom the general view which he took of - 


it, aad thé most mature consideration of all ‘the ciroum. 


stances, he thoaght it most wise to defer any further con. - 


sideration .of the subject to the next sssion. -Hewever, - 
thougl he did bring the existing bill into the House 
when at first originated, yet aware as he was that, whey - 


wht in, it became public pro » ho.qeuid not 
ielp ice he wished the able lord who had taken it up 
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every aticcees. If he (Lord 'P.) eqtertainedy a differen 
epinio of it, and of the policy of brin it forward af 
istime, he had undo ‘done'right. He haf kink 
self, im thé last stssion, brought’ in bis second measptre nit 
from choice but ‘necessity, prudestial reagors opériting 
on bis mind to press no futther af that period the bill fer 
Septruining the prerogative. In this line of conduct he hed 
Been sapporied by the arguments of the Chancellor of the 
Exchoquer ; and in the third report, which had been since’ 
brought-in, the questiot’ had been modefately, coolly, and! 
he hoped constitutionally discussed. He had it not in hig 
power ib carry‘his wishes to their fall extent, bat he was’ 
gied (0 do 4s much good ag hecould, through he conkd not 
all he wished, “A temperate’ discussion of the bill, now 
that it was brought forward, was certainly moet ad visable; 
and he, enterlaining his former sentiments with respect te 
it, would of course give it bis support, though he woutg 
muck sooner it had not come at present under their consis 
desation, He must do the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
fle justice to say that his opinions‘on the bill were unis 
formly the same, and that he never had expressed wry 
ganguine hope of an economical result from it.“ In this’ 
point, however, he undoubtedly differed from bim, am? 
eould not -belp thinking that much retrenchment with 
great public advantage might take place m many offices; 
such for instance as in those of tellers. He had been iue 
duced thus shortly to state his sentiments on the bill, ‘in 
order to set the House right os to his views of it, and that 
they might see he was not actuated by any spirit of indif& 
ference on the occasion, or could be induced to abanden a 
measure in which the good of the country was interested, 
He thought there Was time enough for a full consideration 
of the bill in six weeks which had been reserved for it ig 
pext session, and much wished its discussion had been des 
ferred to that period ; but since it was come forward, be 
would support it to the utmost. 

Lord H. Petty observed, that after the great length af. 
which the noble mover had gone into this question, wat 
not his intention ‘to investigate its merits very largely. Hd 
epuld not help, however, remarking shortly upon the are 
guments of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, as they apy 
peared tg him ta be very extraordinary. He ‘began by~ 
Femarking that he did not think this bifl likdy to be ate- 
tended by any economical effects. Now he would-calg 
ask him to appeal to the limited reforms of Mr. Pitt, of 
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ali the reforms.iq this connfry, .and of all the ministers ig 
[pehand., and be would gee, that the grand obstacle ta all 
Tatignal pefoam was this very reversion system. Had it been 
jn time abolished, Jey and the public would not pow be 
as they weve by the multitude of places both hera 
in, clan). _( Hear,s) , The.right bopowmble entle- 
pas had objected alg in paint of time to this pill. Whas 
aha then 20 very pressing betwee this session and the 
. preyent jt present discussioy ?. ° He knew of 
q the case. would, | udeed have heen altered, had ‘it 
ha. Rew Measure, mycansidernd of, dad never beforg 
Re apne! of discussion; but this which had beén_xe- 
argued, asd which had been even carried unani- 
mausiy,’ could surely new need little time for its delibe 
ration; ,}t.cauld pot necd he reflection of a year to mature 
a; Hg. 4the Pasncelloy of the Exchequer) had however 
to stady for the purpose of objections, and had 
Fi a, gut: 19. his researches a notice, of a motion on the 
ardes-boyk. . Now he could not anticipate what that, mo- 
Upn might treat ef, aud.so should not have made it the 
eund af.an abjectign. For his part, he hoped, that 
giutiqn would treat-of many more subjects, and ‘take a 
thugh. mere comprehensive scope, than that which the 
rayassion topic aflosded.. But even supposing it did treaf 
gf pltees in reversion, how did that or could it militate 
against, the present bill? Leaving those objections, if; 
indeed, they could be called objections, quite out of the 
War, ‘jhere. was ove point which he should consider ag 
epnclusive on the subject, and that was the respect duc to 
e-Houseof Lords ; this was a bill on which, although. 
thee sabeisted but one opinion in the lower House, still in 
~ the upper one much difference was known to cxist. -Wh 
net give them time then for fall and mature deliberation ? 
‘he dmpoxtance of this bill had even been attempted to. 
he deprecated ;.and the right honourable gentleman chose 
fo denominate it ** a specious pretext of reform \” When 
if pas first slated, however, even he agreed to it, and of 
opanreg, if.it was only “a specious pretext of reform,” be 
ig ‘qupporting itajded its speciousness, and abandoned his 
duty-. (Her, hear!) He entertained a very different 
opinion of it, and therefore would support it: be would _ 


pport.it mgqw, too, because he respected the House of 
Dig mod sno see the necessity of delay in the Cone 
xa fe” ~—1809. . . Ss ” 
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mons, where the minds ofall’ Were -ddanimous ‘dn-ither + 
MET. Tierney rexnpriced strongly pen the sileare.of wais.c 
1 strongly upien-the'silence..of miei; 
nhisters, whoae speeches were wihbchi, bet whose opinions .- 
might be guessed at, He. was.ef conttse reduced. ty the nas;7 
ceadty of stating his own opinions ly og; the billie,» 
‘answer objections he coulil-net, fbr nose. bad hen mee. 
Oue:peint, indeed, and: oac. only. hail been..made, .and ,; 
. that was with respect to time--pthe six weeks of apat sedsion, + 
would, it-was said, be sudiiciond for the discussinn/of the.» 
Dill, and were purposely allowed for. it. Tha six wesks., 
were ‘allowed:for mo sechpuupase 5 but they: ware ‘allawed ;, 
ta guard the House sgainste strainsd exettiqn.of the pxe~ + 
rogative in-prorpguiag Parliament during. thia sesstong be-, 
fore the House bad coma to a decision on the swtbject., 
(Hear, hear!) It was said that we need net be in such 9. 
violent hurry now to render this bill- perpetual, becagse- 
while the suspension act contiaued, ae place in.ceversion,. 
could be granted. What! was he to be told this, when. 
on this very suepension act Basing, @ miniates had been 
bold enough io say, that he would advise his majesty ta, 
grant a place in reversion immediately, and. that. fox na 
other reason than because such a bill had passed ! fear, 
hear!) The Lords had befere ohjected to the bi. Di 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer know that the Lords had, 
ehanged their minds on the subject? Hf they beve moh, 
send the bill then to them in time, and let them deliberatg 
fully upon it. Let the people sce that: we were intereste 
as far as we could, to relieve their burikens. He was 
advocate for giving way to popular clamour, but he:would 
mever advise any set of men, to oppose right by way of - 
shewing that they would not succumb te it. (Hear, heay 
dear!) Weald it net be a pretty thing to say to the 
people (by way of evincing spirit), ‘‘ we have agreed: one 
yneasure for years ; but now, since we see you wish to have 
it carried, we will disagree to it, and there’s your cjamoug 
for you?” He would ask the Chancellor of the Exche 
quer bad he any: measure to ground upon the thirdre port? 
What! he bas not » he ‘would have it lie ou the table a 
ead letter, and he would demand as a consequence of 5 
conduct, the confidence of the people. (dear, hear J 
le was glad.this third report had been made the subject 
.@f the motion, though he confessed he would wish it hi 
come from those in power, because theis official authorily 
a res | 
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would have given it more weight. Those in power, mer: 
devtd} Kind the Chanoettoy af she Exchequer in particulat, 
sedtiidd ‘ti be: botdon aid velder evevy day ugainet reforms, .~ 
Way 2° Beéaase-po lemour twas reised in its faves .~ 
perhlis.”'He woekd“advise: him aad his-colleagecs te - 
abé@hedcns stich a éowrse—uhe would sei adwive then. 
ndt'W trdut too. lightly the: heat of the a. Whywas': 
tye Chariéeliot of the Exchequer.sd. stenpousiagn isst Des. 
fdred 7: ‘Why did be notendesrvoas to wrench sanecessary + 
expences, cascless officts. | Ameblorelatjon of hie(we supe 

onl Arden) held’ a situptien, er éadved two situa: 
tions] whdrevf the -preeseds wwere~ 35,0002; a year, of - 
whith; for’ the collection, 23,0002. was expended, and in - 
whe -Hande forthe last seventeen years, an annual balance 
of 200,0001..veiwiked. -He would suppott the motion as: 
ténding to dintintsk the teo great influence of the crown,. 
ail to rediice the wanccegsary-ex penditure of the public 


Pla 
on, & 6 . 
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“My. Whidroed- commented on the sorprizing silence 


“@ith wich ministers were afflicted all of a sudden ; it was’ 


one of ‘heir periodical. fite.~ He remembered, indeed, ong. 
@seasivk on whigh a plain blunt man, telling a plain blunt 


27> prodeced a spleadid tirade from the right honoaze 


gentleman opposite; bwt now he seemed completely 
@athb, there was no getting a word from-him. The Chan 
ve his epinion on the subject, and what had he said ? 
Ny indeed this bill would produce very little saving. ~ 

Ber his part, he atways looked with a jealoys eyo at such 
expressions. T his bill might produce a little saving, that 
NI might produce a litle, and the other: biil uce @ 
fiitlo, and.atl thove little savings rise to someting consi- 
Gerable. Hoe was an advocate for partial reform, but bp 
would ‘not go too far ; auch, however, was to be done be- 


- ¥ere that could be objected. Many reports en the table 


hhad yet to be considered, and those reports would, if pra- 
‘pérly attended to, prove a mine of wealth. Much saving 
aight yet be effected by economy. “* Magnum vectigat, 
“persisnonsa” ‘wee an old and tree saying. But this saying 
‘ooald not be effected, because the people thought it ne~ 
teessary. The Lord Chancellor had, it seems, said he 
“mould advise the king to grant an office tu rever-len, 
tmerely béebauce the suspension bill-was psssed. Perhaps 
be would wish to give that advice in order that his royal 


‘ 
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master might fix ypon him for the reveraton.,, (4.Jaugh.) 
That riabdle lord is, it seen i " if teyersionist, himself, 
and on that account vould Fis a thingshouid - 
‘be abolished. The Chancellor af the, xchequer too de- 
precated the nomination of ‘committees, -wide- wasting” 
committees, as he-called then-r=t eydid wasic a little in- 
‘deed—they wasted the bank g Jiltle, and they wasted the 
East India directors a little, and (hey were even powerfal | 
endugh to waste the Dutch ;commissianers, (4 laugh.) 
,Oh'! they werd indeed’ “ widedwasting” committees. He 
hoped ‘ministers would be pleased to ccliver their senti- 
‘ments on the subject—their silence, indeed, reminded him 
‘of an old story which he once heard of the moyrkeys. The 
monkeys, it was said, could speak if they would, but they | 
_ Were too cunning, for they knew if they spoke they woyld 
be made to work; and just so‘the ministers chose ta f¢ge' 
main dumb, lestthey might beemployed. = s 
Mr. Canning did not see what right he had to be 
called on to speak uulcss he chose it; it was a subject on’ 
which he thought he was entitled to use his owa discre- 
tion; no inference at all evengs could be-drawn from bis 
silence; he had voted in fayour of the suspension bill,’ 
when it was first brought forward; he had. voted for its’ 
remaining in effect to next session, and he did not spenk 
how because he did not wish to interrupt the progress of 
a bill for the continuance of which he had formerly voted.’ 
He stated the arguments of those In favour of and against 
reversions ; and, without saying which opinion he him- 
self held, he defied any man in existence, with all his 
ingenoily, or with all those arts which often stood io the 
way of ingenuity, to affix a stigma to them who held 
either; he said he had never heard the story which had 
been applied to the Lord Chancellor, nor without mean- 
_ ing any disrespect to Mr. W. he did not believe it. He 
_ voted against the motion, 
‘ Mr. Ponsonby said it was a strange way of obstruet- 
ing an act to give it a perpetual operation. It was a 
‘very odd way of obstructing an act. He could not agree 
even with many of his own friends who had spoken, that - 
it was a bill of little importance; if carried, he thought 
it would have a considerable effect in diminishing the 
‘influence of ministers, who, on questions in which he 
was interested, chose to anticipate time itself, and press 
the resources of futurity into his possession, He would 


- 
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‘vote for this bifl'now, becwase, if it was carried in ib 
-Conimons ‘and sent''to> “the Lords, and that the Porte 
tyougir proper to refe ot, Xen the Commons might have 
je to reflect dpon whit steps they were to take. 
+ Lord Porchestey tosé to teply. .He observed that the 
whole weight of ee’ Fight Yonourable gentleman's are’ 
gament fested upon. the citcumstance, that. some public. 
‘incotiyenience mighf nrise from the adoption of the mege. 
‘spre.’ For his own ‘part, he cou}d not perceive any ig- 
convéerieyce that could he the. result of the adoption of 
‘thé’ meastire, though he was firmly persuaded that great 
‘pepetical wey migst resuft from procrastination respecte 
it.. “Why should the membets of that flotse throw 
“themselvés ‘upon the miercy of his majesty’s ‘ministers, 
or why should they defer the consideration of the mea. 
‘gure in compliance with their yiews? ‘The right honont- 
able secretary (Mr. Carining) had stated, bow nicely ba- 
“lanced his own opinion was on the subject, and that he 
‘“wishe:l to-leqve it to pyblic opinion to decide ; but it was 
tomewhat extraordinary, that the vote of that right ho- 
‘motirable’ geritleman was €o be in opposition to the api-. 
Yrion ofthe public. But the right honourable gentleman 
contended, that the course he pursued was founded upon 
“the impression, that the contrary would be productive of 
danger to the safety of the public. His majesty’s mi- 
nisters, however, did not appear to him to meet the ques- 
tion-fairly ; they oppose! 11 on the ground of inconvé- 
nience, but they passed by the inferest which the public 
ad im passing the measure. Upon the integrity of tha 
House of Commons was placed the surest hope and firmest 
reliance of the country. It had been said that this mea- 
“sure was not comparable to Magna Charia; but the pria- 
ciple of the bill was rhore compatiblé with the spirit of 
> that instrament than the spirit of those who opposed it 
was compatible with that of those who supported Magna 
Charta. ‘On the whole, therefore, he should persevere 
m his motion, and leave to the House to determine whe 
ther or not Icave should be given to bring in the bill. 


a 


' "A division then took place. 


For the motion oso e« «@ o 106 
Against it “= © © = - 121 


Majority ioe .. 15 


nei ERO IITA r C2 USTA 


1%... tHe FARLEAMRTTARS RECHT ERY (69% 
Bree § te qt Toe m yay bongs Perjnetiog ¢ ad ays! idueb 
a . f HORAL MILANfay, ey ryt AEE tore ve Jon 
-: Lord: Cast mover. dteeneriof thie day for tive:.s 


third.scading! of the Jooel-m ikidia idl whiach was done! <6 

A grant wae then propoacd 0690001. fon dhe telief sfiw 
the inhabitents.of she Faro. islands, wha had: been phaoil 
desert bey 8 Neswel CATTying fomesei of sanaqne;, ooinindaded 
by Bevan | inane aero fap wt 4 eth rds 

Some. con vorvaiion npr. Hiie rand, and rane 
prions wert made by, Mri ct W hetticend ‘dnd Lood Ho Pett 

Ty Prroeval observed, that; petkaps.Barbn Hom 
was strictly entitied by Wew'to make a-dascent ord) 
Danish peaiahs islands, and-do he he-bathdohes “Tbe: nthniral oe 

thogght..it suck an: ‘abyso-of fhe pakees 
they. they withdnce the ‘letters-of ‘marque from. hies, and 
verament hed thought it neoesshry to give sdree rdtief te: - 
the suffcsers, Hh FRYE 

‘ It not baying been ascertained whether Baron He 
is now in the country or nol,’ thogrant wae: for the pone: ) 
withdrawn. 

- Avother conversation tock place: on & grant of 6150 
for. geods furnished 4a the colony of New Sbath. Wales;'! 
| Wy. Whitbread asked, whether this colony was realty’: 
Likely to-be at all serviceable to this country, and what! 
was. the state of it?—The Chenotllor of. the Exchveter: 
said, that this was a: subject belonging to the departatent: 
of his noble friedd (Lord Castleteagh), ‘who was ot ti? 
the.Hense. The supplies, however, which were now ta! 
he poid for, were abso ney neoemmary = 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. —— 
TUESDAY, APRIL 35. 


7 ABUSE OF PATRONAGE: 
‘Lora 4. Hamilton mid, that in rising to state his renstit 
for now bringing forward the motion of which he had 
given notice respecting a noble: lord, it was he believed 
scarcely necessary to prefhce it with : many: observations + 
but that he might not lead any one into an error én tle 
subject, he would as concisely as possible proceed to state 
what it was he intended to move,.and if heshould it of 
doing take any step which migtt | be supposed at all con- 
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trary %8 the rules ada ‘practice ‘of the House, "he should - 
doubtless be corrected and set right. He belie ved it was 
not per a ea ios ‘to move a censure 
agashst- of 4tiand!asity Che present ‘instance 4t 
was his inteation! tol grows is motion oh the evidendd | 
witch: lied cdme ont Beloré'n Compiittee ‘appointed by the, 
Hound go,ingnite intd the 'exitenee of abuses in thé dis~” 
pokal ot. indo» patrumage, he‘should ig the first place move. 
that the evidence be read ; after which, he shoald sutvmit: 
to the tomsidezation of the: House'a resolution of censure. 
on ¢aecontléct bf thd noble: lord opposite to him (Lord: 
Cc J. . He begged the noble ‘lord and the Honse: 
to: believe his adsusance, that-in bringing forward the’ 
prpeeht, mation, he had no personal animosity or hostitity’ 
to;the noble lond, ‘except.in what related to his official 
character, aad the manper in‘: which it was his opinion 
the; nobiles lard: had so greatly mistonducted himeelf. There 
‘Was one somark and one only, hat a would make ree’ 
sprotiqg bitnselé;: Viz. hib-réason for undertaking to bri 
aermeard. this motion... It would readily be. in the recolles 
tion of the House, that from his first having the honour 
ofgaest: init; be: had appeardd, aps more forward 
then. svdngiothess, ‘in bringing ueder their attention aed 
comniderstion, delinquency ef every kind which cameto 
lug endwiedge. He thought, therefore, he should be re- 
ene "i -the highest degree, if he had been at all. 
ward 6n.the present occasion, which struck him, om 
first view of it, as of more than common magnitude. 
boat. we. year ago, he had. taken, very strenuous bere 
in endeavonring to bring to light the mal-practices of Mr. 
Alexander Davison, in the secret and hidden causes and 
practices of corruption; and it had at all times been his 
first wish and desire, to expose and lay open such base 
ings to the indignation and reprobation of the 
ouse. Flaving hither'wipre done this in several ine 
stances, he thought it a duty peculiarly incumbent on 
him to bring forward the present motion ; for of all the 
Panctions beloneins to members of that House, it was highs 
, pecessary they should act in-such a manner as to prow 
gerve a chsracter of respect for themselves, the first budy 
of men,.in the kingdom, .as representing the whole of the. 
pepple-. Io doing this, he meant strictly to confine biime 
salfig the evidence; he meant aot to make any charge 
against the noble lord but what is actually contained ia, 
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the evidenoa before the Honse,. and ip. the copfemsigncal 
the noble lord .oppysite, to him,... 4 seemed. to -him theny 
fore, at first, that nothing more would be necemacy than 
to read the evidence; but when, be, reflected og tbe my 
spect which was due iu the Hause,,,he gonceived. that, # 
would be more sequly in him io makea_ few comments 
and observations an the whole transactionsas $e gradually, 
developed it, aad he thought he bad every ieagon to, bay 
liave the result would be, thai the Hause would, shew shat 
they were uot any party to the transaction. | os org 
__ at appeared tg him,to. be neceys.ary .to state ip the first 
" 


hg 
yer 13)5 the noble lord received a Jeter fram aie 
% 








parliament for himself, but a friend ‘of his did,”, ... 
object of Reding was not to offer a scat in. parliggnent 
money, but for a writership; and the charge againgt | 
noble lord was, that he had disposed of his patronage. 
a writership to Lord, Clancarty, to obtain thereby 4 sea 
in parliament. It appeared froin the evidence of pay 
Clancarty, that having mentioned the circumstance that, 
the seat could not be obtained but for a writership,, bey 
(Lord Castlereagh) told him that be had a wrilership undiss, 
posed of, to which he. would be happy to give him (Lar , 
Clancarty) the recommendation.’ And, on the examinas 
ion of the noble lord (Castlereagh) before the Committee, 
re confessed ‘* ‘hat he was induced to place a writershi 
at Lord’ Clancarty’s disposal, ‘and. that the impression 
under which he did it was, that Lord Clancarty’s coming, 
isto parliament might thercby be facilitated.” | 
Lord A, Hamilton said, that if he were ‘t ‘submit thang 
single resolution, and inove a censure on it, fie thought if 
would be impossible for the House not to agree to if ; for’ 
were it otherwise, he did not see how any delinghelicy, 
dould hereafter receitye censure, if this were passe overs 
The evidence of Lord Clancarty, he said, was equaltf tits 
portant and forcible’ with that of the noble lord opposite 
‘@ him, and went éxactly to the same point.” He woul? 
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ws Gbriare' request the attehtion of the Huw td suck 
ome! “therevidende ts Appeated' ts Mi te bedé 
off 


paris: of 
Witct Wdepty off the tise.” Phe 'eridénce of Mr. Rediii¢ 














( War Vetploks; tn? bre 4 not think it necessaty to 


Stet that wot Be réqnisité t lead to two ot 
eee Serrvations and comments which hé deeméd to bé 
nd WOR: -“Redinie wes ‘asked what! converéation he had 
pase Mt. Bavies pon’ thé-sibpet ? A. The coriversation 
F* Bad Whi Mir. Davies tipon’ the slibject was—a party 
wanted a sat of trrdney,; But thd other patty were to give 
aint,’ | 

86n.iQ. ‘Was the sani of tndtiey fo go to “—prdtare ahy 
appofhtmert ander the East Ihdi4 ¢ompany ? A. Yes, in 
one Fiitpe. bet ite seat was to be #iven to those who coul 
gee th t #ppotntment matlé.—Q. Was a writership to 

Gictite 


Wit tine a seAt ws a remuneration for the writership, 








of the board of controul, and the third a’ 
peer Of the redtm, should, in his élear and whquestionable’ 
warner, Have beet roved guilty of so gross a vidlatidn of 
constitution of the House, and that they 
ai et 1 fo pass without their strong ahd marked) 
tobation ? For fis own part, he did not affect to have 
atontey énsibility on this subject than any other indivi-” 
af member, but ke thought if was totally impossfble for: 
€ tose to pasé it by. He could not but notice a va=. 
y of sildations fn which the noble lord bad béen placed 
‘sHduld Rave détetref Kim ‘from embatking inhi 
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unfortunate tranggation, . Tha nelle lord, marte.34.4: ARES 
ber of parliament, have nongurred ia the, various. cenapres . 
that have taken place, sineg. the ,apble.dord, had a,ecat ig 
it, some of thera far offences pf the vary, same complexion, . 
aud which one would guppose smysi.at,[ae moment haye . 
suggested themselves to hia recolleptign, . The 
was alsa a servant of.tha brown, had long heen se, | 
as such it was his bauaden.:dutyi9 iprotect,.aad. defen . 
not only the Hauge, .of ,whiel. be .was,a member, but the 
government, of which he, wag a epnfidential servant, fram 
- every attempt and attack of -the hydra corzuption... Jf 
however, there epuldl be one cigcusstance attending this 
transaction that was more aggravating than the .rest, it 
was his holding at. the moment the «ffige of. president of , 
the board of control, whose .peguliar..duty it was te - 
check and crush every corruption which came within the. 
scope of his high situation, instead of which he..had beer 
proved, even from his owa mouth, to have, abused the. 
trust and confidence placed in him, and to, have violated 
them io the highest degree. It waa. said that the noble. 
lord had given in, to the Committge, on oath, a let of bis 
patronage, as président of the board of coniroul,.and the. 
particular instances in which it had been used. Ha (Lord , 
A. Hamilton) was altogether at a loss to discovex by what 
Jaw or usage the noble lord, as the president. of the boat 
of controul, could have any patronage at all. There was. 
a clause in the act which appointed and, formed that, 
board, very nearly prohibiting that; and yet the noble 
lord had not only disposed of patronage, but be had done. 
so in the most reprehensible manner, in a way which called 
loudly for a double degree of censure... If, however .the 
noble lord would contend that his patronage was legal, 
he was nevertheless subject, most unquestionably, to all 
the yegulations, rales, and restriclions incident to t 
directors of the. East India company. He (Lord A. 
Hamilton) would be sorry to state any thing on the present 
occasion that was not founded in truth and. justice, but . 
every man was liable to error and misinformation, aad if | 
he was incorrect, he hoped some one better informed . 
would do him the favour to set him right. If, howevef, | 
he was correct, the noble lord’s conduct must appear in g 
still more heinous light. It could scarcely have escape 
the observation of the noble lord, and if it did, he (Lord 
4, Hamilton), thought it must have eccugred to bia ia 
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the edrivetsatibs With Elord' Clancarty, tHedt when he spoke 
OTHE ‘peso to whom that particular pattonagé ‘was to 
Be |p Pe Pd Wobte Hrd: told’ Lord Clancarty, ‘that the 
s6n' Be SHH ppdimed must be such; in point of chas 
Adte ras the cotirt'oP directors ‘were entitled to expect td 
Be placer intheir gerView, “in consequence of any nomi .a- 
Hoh hey Nad placed’ ht his fordship’s disposal. ‘ How then 
te Abble Tord could Perwit‘that pattohage fo be disposed 
Of in! the ‘Way ‘the noble frd' had shewn ‘himself ready and 
Phlling ib’ Aks pose of it; te (Lord A. Hariilfon} confessed 
BiG was HUY Ries te-aceount for ’ C " OF - 
ay Fi “¥, of the report af the Commitice, if a 
thattie attention Both Of thé letislature ard of tie Eas 
Fhétaz conti patty hd, at’ various’ periods, been attracted to 
‘abuses whith ‘were supposed to exist in the disposal of 
thei¥ patronage, in consequence of which, at the time when 
Vety charter was rented, an-odth was framed to be taken 
By dich director, ‘within ten days after ‘his election, cons 
taints, ‘among ithér ehgageinents, the folowing: ** I do 
gwear, that I will not, directly or indirectly, accept or 
ke any perguisite; emolument, fee, present, or reward, 
‘wipott any Account wiritsoever, or any promise or engages 
‘mérit for any petquisite, &c. for or in respect of the aps 
pUiAtMeNt: or nomination of any person or persons to any 
fte ot office in the gift or appothtment of the sdid come 
“pany; or ‘of me, as a director thereof, &c.”'33 Géorge IIT. 
eo: 59s ee 1600 


*) Yn ‘the bye laws of the East India compariy, ch. 6, 
‘sec. 5: a penalty #3 imposed on every director taking any 
"réwatd’ on‘ account of any appointment, in double the 
‘amouht of'such reward, two-thirds of which to the coni- 
ipairy,“and one third to the informers and such director 
% rendeted incapable of hdlding any place whatéver under 
e tonipany. *' Now,” said Lord A. Hamilton; “ I 
eontetid, that the above regulations are as much in fi 
Hininst the ‘patronage of the noble lord, as pre-ident od} 
Mtie board of controul; which, I insist, he had no right td 
‘Cikpose oF, as fey ‘could “possibly ' be in regard to the 
+ ) ee of dirdctors.". What then would the House 
think of this attack‘ on its purity and disregard of its 
Jconstttution' dnd of its rules, when they saw that the 
h'tind 4mpertaht: office which the noble lord had held 
‘gtong, liad been made‘ah instrament for the worst of 
Sprittiones ; aud that, Gircotly in ‘the’ tecth ofag: act of 
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ser sional welt as.of a fayerkavw ob the Eagt Endicott 


ae? A ‘sonferecl ‘be shoal: ‘be: may tai ‘méntinn the ‘chugel 
of any othe perten who had- bided onacbrmedl ‘in: thia. Anse? 
nition farthet than was absolutely nenéssary,:in:order ty. 
shew it:ia: its-tnie pe reeed of weeut |) He -would ask, ¢heps: 
fare, if it could be su Pine wable pad oa Lord Clancanty: 
pquid have deceivell the ne on the opposite sede: 
of the:Hansp. « He ¢Lord A. Hada rig iefiewod he: could: 
at have done 'so; but if -he Had ip. ddcdived . Uke sioble. 
to , he must have still cbrinived atithe: transaction. | ‘t 7. 
gn happy,” said. Lord A. Hamilion, ‘f fo kee the noble 
lord indigasat: at. this: mention of the. transactiqn, bul. bw 
bere have dose well to have shewn it before the evidence. 
been. prodage®. ” - Bat when ft was recolpcted that ho 
nt of the board of con¢roul for se many :yoate > 
ze pe Clancasty was a member of the same bosrd; and 
that Reding, a party to the transaction, kdd never cK 
: cies a ice ee cit his refusal todiscover, ithe partins, 
shaug t those coling of ignation inex ry 
ary ape in shewiag themselves. He did noi : 
athe noble lord qppesite:io him, but he veallg 
thaagt that mesely readipg” the evidence must obtain the 
he shoyld move for: ‘but out af respect to the 
ga, he had deqmed it more decerons to: it with 
the, ooeamente be hed made, and sheuld still make on it.: 
He would new leave to call the attention of t 
Howse ton feature of the. transaction which carried 
- itp fentare of disdain.. In page Gt of the evidence Vie: 
G..Dauies was examined. T ‘been some corre. 
gpendence, and the noble lord’s name stood epposite 10 
% .A Mn. Guores vas a party to the transaction ahont 
writesship, and Davies in his examination gid, that 


was exapleyed: 2 neato to.a peeness, and 
GeRcived that name was ina confidential imag 


yoy over written about it to any hody ? I'helieve Tai 
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mention by 
A. A noble viscount was mentioned to me,—Q. Was nat 


inming.of 1806 ; it wad atthe rhoment of the cheage of ad- 
sisteation that she ipyilieil fer it. When I wrote to his 
Intdehip; he requested tee:to ‘call at:his office in Ddawaing. 
street, end I: die:so-ibat dry—Q. Did yousees him? A, 
Wo; he. was.at the counnil, and. |: raeai ved 6 note the 
day, acknowledging the rectips of :it} and irly I 
would ‘explain--evyery thing, so that the. party who had 
madd use of} hie: mame should he. detented.«-Q. Did ro 
declide seeing yeu ?- A. Noy eo far from that, his servant 
delivered ta-ms- his: compliments; and desired that I would 
dall. at. bis. house in : Downingystrees, avd if he was not 
thera, to:go.te the: House. of Commens?—Q. Vou have 
pet recep him? A. No, I kare not. Here then was a de- 
elaratien of: the. palsle lord of his indignation ; but was 
this indignation geauine, sigeene, and honest ? It must be 
| Bdtollected, that all this teek place subsequent to breaking 

of the negotiation. Was it pesible the House soviti 
give the noble lord ovedit for his feclings on this sobject, 
wo feng efter the tramsaction had taken place ? Could 
ona 


the i 
suck thing, but he belicyed his motive was to endeavour 





: Lord Castlereagh began. by ex pressing his sincese rogret 
Shat any eot:of bis, ar mther be shauld say, in the present 
igane, any inteatian, could he desmed such as to cali for 
‘pesliqnmantary: inquiry. He particuiacty lamented that 
Shay sheald be ealled npen te expmes their opinions u 
the propriety or impropeicty of his conduct, im any pela 
lef view: in whieh the characters or anthovity of that 
might hd. cousidcred interested, erin wich he might be 
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uppored to, have over-stepped. the boundaries df tits! afis 
cial duty. If, in the covreg of the: present fnwestigasion; 
-any étror of -his was made apparept, Yer hoped. tee Holme 
would ‘see that such an error waa xather to. be snpeiodta 
-accident than design. He trusted, that, whateter «migtib 
‘be the severity with which sch investigation : might lis 
¢arried on, that no person would be able, at the oanchal! 
sion of it, to point out. any corrupt motive, by whielnbhie 
conduct had -heen, acthated. Serious as.the siteatisn in 
which he stond was, he could assure abe Hause, : tliat te 
the line 6f defence which he meant to adopt, ke weuldi 
strictly abstain from lending his sangjien fo ahy primo 
les, by which ifs authority might be ultimately afectdds'! 
Be, in the outset, returned ‘his thanks ta. the: noble lonk 
who had brought this question befaxe the House, for Raving 
stated so fully his view of the. question, before -ho. came to: 
his finalexplanation. There was no degree'to which-she: 
charge could be extended, which he did not. wishitd beac’ 
and meet ; and on this account be ‘felt gratified athe: 
full explanation which had been given of.it.: .While-he™ 
said thus niuch on the subject, -aud added ..alsa; that he 
would be the very last to camplain of any high-calowring:.' 
which might be given to the acousation, still be-folt- kim : 
self bound to say that many aggravatious fit had been | 
stated which he must utterly disclaim. In the. first place - 
" he denied that any conviction could take place, as prés' 
‘ceeding from his owa evidence, and that this. evidence - 
before the Committee went oven in ¢he very 4eeth-of the 
declaration of others, as quoted by the noble lord. . He 
hoped the House would indulge him with a patidnt hears 
ing, when attempting to destroy many other aggravations, 
which, in his mind, had been stated, before te came to 
the case itself, which lay within.a very narrow compass. 
-He denied then that this charge, whether right or wreng, 
‘proved or falsified, could by,any art whatever, be-cons .. 
sidered as connected with, or springing from, his official - 
situation. Whether he had .been erroneous or' nots; eal.) 
his error did not spring from a desire to exert his petro > 
age as a minister, for the purpose of increasing: bis inflde. . 2 
ence in the House of Commons. He had fairly and ::! 
frankly laid before the select Committee a full and gen :. 
ral view of his East India patronage; and ig ee: ethen 
instance than the present could even the shadaw:. of ida. ~ 


attempt an his part be inferred to exert that influanod: dem + 


w 
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arpoldical.purpesé: - Another aggravation, as stated by 
regret waa fo combat, and which hurt his 
fealirigs much: Tgis ‘wis, tliat he had used in bis office 
® peneval disposition towards traf{cking. Now, no such 
asithis could possibly be inferred from the evidence x 
ota. consideration. of that, it would plainly appear, , 
that: neither he nor Bord Clancarty ever had an Kea of 
eadrting! official inflierioé for the purpose of facilitating . 
the acquisition of n seat in, that House. 1f he wished, — 
indeedtto.promote his parliamentary views by official pae, 
thinage,’ # .wes possible that some opportunity might, 
nocar in which he might use it to advantage, but he never 
. Wo; and in the present instance, all he understood: 
Was,. that an-iadividnal wished to retum either himself 
(Lord. Cast] lr) or his friend, and that a noble marquis 
wished: for an Indian appointment for some of bis acquaint- 
astess Je felt fally open to all the comments which the 
neble lord: hut chosen to make upon the transaction ; 
and no person could Yerret more deeply any connection 
with such ‘a man as Mr ing. had proved to be, than. 
heidid:.: Indeed, ‘until this transaction, he did not know 
thet these existed: in séciety such a character as a traffick« 
ing : broker {a laugh, and an expression of indignation. 
from Lord Milton). He certainly did not, and gentlee. 
men.might impute it to want of penetration on his part,, 
ifthey chuse ; but such was the fact. He could not help, 
heweves, remarking the cool deliberative temper in which 
the noble lotd seémed to have come to the discussion. 
(Hear, hear! from ministers.) He had wished to facilis. 
tate the eleetion. of his friend (Lord Clancarty) to a seat. 
in pasliament, and Mr. Reding came to him to make a 
coumunication on the sabject. He understood him ta 
come mietely as a gentleman, and made a mere simple- 
answer to his’ queations. The only occasion on which. 
Mr. Reding and he hadi any interview, was when he wished. 
to be informed who the member was who wanted to retize.- 
He before that had fever seen Reding, nor did he know, 
what there could appear in his political conduct tu induce, 
suck a person, to make an approach to him on sucha 
dedigs, .Oné thing he was certain of, and that was, that, . 
it aever occufred either to himself or to Lord Clancarty; 
to make vee of official patronage to forward their wisheg, , 
Foehis own part, he could not be suspected of having , 
any advantage to scek for himself individually on the. 


o 
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oBtasiow, AM: he waited “wil, 'to ‘get fis devite 
Lidtd Chineerty into padifiametit, and this he 

, ad hedld, the usefd? ealents for bustadesl 


tarpitude was accidentally manifested, it was ‘treated with! 
proper disdain. But hatl the evidence Ween cutefilly 
perused, such afi ita would lave appenred ridfonlous, 
ot Ne reserved'to hinitel tie withholding the 
writership from first.to Inst, unttl he saw that a pure awd 
property recommended persott wad fixtd eh to be temoted 
it. He was at reddy as any man could possibly be, ts 
amit the baseness of Reding, bat then he had not even 
ahy conversation’ with hint, except that which re had. 
before stated, from the beginning, unfil, on the termina: 
tion of the transaction, Lord Clancarty had signffied to 
iim to Sl up the vacant writership as he bad orig! : 
intended. Lord Clnncarty: withdrew his’ interference, 
when he found that Reding wistretl to withhold from bin 
the name of the member who desired: to tetire from his. 
seat in parifament, and thus the connection terminated. 
No idea was ever entertained of making a writetship a 
ral exchange for a seat in that Howe. The noble 
hat introduced another person, Mr Davies, on whort 
lee dwelt as & person of great importance. AM he vould 
ny was, that he never saw Mr. Davies in his lift, although 
® Davies had chosen to suy, he called on him at is 
Office in Downing-street. If Mir. Davies had given h 
Mime fo the porter, he certainly might very innocently 
Mave desited him to walk in ; ing, perhaps, that 
i wes Mr Davies of that House, with whom he was ot 
tetins of intimacy. He had tecvived a letter from this Mt. 
Duvies, which letter he immediately communicated to the 
hairrian of the sefect Committee, and which letter, 
@nght to be observed, did not refer to the writership now 
it question, but to another belonging to the board of con- 
troul. He did this in order that Mr Davies might bs 
called for'examinatiot Before the Committee, and this was 
all he knew aboot him. Indeed he was as (griotatt what 
sort of man he wus ag le was of Mr. Reding. The writer: 


aphin. 95.) «> Anven ev PaAtbONAcE,. .. 3 
Shiny 






s, Fach! ani], was eter mined 
\Muatil: be was fhoronghly. a 





his. 





wes. a 
has, the policy 





ing gly, to the directars ;. yet, in his epinian,. the 
smath patronage given. to the board of, coptraul, os to. the 
presidept of that board, could not be attended with any 
Wiis constitutional effects, The president was, ume 
loubledly, syspousible for the exertion of his, patronagay 
ut he thought it would be a litle hurd 49 presa hire dowa 
with »greater, respeusibility, because he, happened to he 
ident. He. delivered, those opinions freely, and he 
ad delivered his opinions fivcly betare’the select Comp 
mittee, heedless of consequences. Vig -had net seme 
hoe that Committee bound to official sgexeqyy and soonag 
than make that excuse, he had chosen tg jugar the perp 
sonal responsibility to which the evidence, might 
and to which it had led, in ihe present.disquaion. He 
chose ,t9 pursue , this course, aud hazard,,.the com 
sqpencea, gince his name fad the misferjuuc fo ba ble 
sith those mentioned, an {ie pce: en, (deers dear fi 
Fle would leave it, naw that ‘he elycpenancce b 
been fully developed, to the fgelingsof any mag whether 
ifany uswortby mothe gr petsanal turptpde gould jestly 
be imputed to Lim, He didnot “wish to agt-in a 
manicr unbecoming fhe Gignit, of parliament s he was 
freely state bis moive oie ‘Teaye it,to that Houge 
te form its decision. 0 ig, » He ed the House he 
never fora gagineut Trad gn idea that the appointment.ia 
whils gift could had to any gorrupt infuence, either in thas 
House or in indiyidual.elegtors. Although the. indiviy 
_flial who. was to retire from artiament ad not - beep 
qmamed, still the impressign made on bis a ind et 
pe, was not orily a pian of great respegtabi bt ithe. 
was one of those in the babit of yoling i 
“You, JU.—180y. UCC 













” 


tT ; 
e, thou him 
bad sume’ favour ‘td séek for’ W'doh heh vi ant ane 
| pad eh favor’ woul! Sperate 
cotrapt ether parliament ‘or elections 5 Ind ed, he math 
he the Mast ifiah of ehttl ‘to grant b filo which eoyl ' 
Eire (what she was. prey. 


official distinction,’ who could nat Tend thelr izes to pare. 


by. 


asked him, why dfd he propose extehding his favour for., 
the purpose of the election Fr Lord Clancart P fo the: 
he might answer, that he had iever’ put. the offer into, 
practice; and that eveti i casey of treason it required 
eome overt act to procure a’ conviction. | But he would 
make no such answer: he woulll disdain to rely upgn 
such a defence, but he would: say, that taking all the . 
circumstances of the case togetMer, no man in that House, . 
nor any Committee appointed by ‘it, could decide that 


such conduct virtually went so far to the corruption of - 


a vote as to invalidate the election.’ The law would not « 
bear them out’ in saying so. Asa tinister of the crowh, 


‘he had ‘no heditation in saying, that he thought he was . 


in daty bound, in election cases, to use all his influence 
for the support of the government to which he belonged ; 
but he certainly did not think his office should stimulate 
him so far as to controul individual ‘conduct as to in- 


dividual acts. The present transaction (as it had turped -. 


out) he could not undoubtedly justify to the full ax, 
y that no moral corruption had - 


tent, but he would sa 


proved against him. Indeed if he had any corrupt views, 


this would have been the’ case of all others in which be | 


ought not to have acted on them. It was a case whi 


from its very nature, precladed secrecy. If hevintended’ ; 
s 


any thi 
| one which ‘he ought to avoid. This was as plain as any 
thing he could say—as plein as that Lord Sligo had ao 
seat in that House ( Hear, hear !) ; as plain as that he had. 
not seen ‘Mr. Reding in Downing-street. Indeed, if thera , 


honest or base, this case of all others was . 


1% 





petene@ gees Thea : 
Joa ese OF ATRORAGE,  . . MT 
weyt diy’ cace ja, the world im, which be gould positively 
rove'an afivi, it would be hen ie ras aecn of plage 
xade, {4 a hy Was there a,mag ia (bat 
td Batiewe, phat i ad ‘acted fram.any impure mative, 
this cae would pot exhibit it. tothe world? He wonld 
niot'avall himeelf of a very just plea which he might 
roake—namely, that. bis. jntentign.as to the, di of 
the wrifership was only intention, and had .mever been 
acted on. No, if any man gould believe (uat there wae, 
any turpitude even in the intention, be would disclaim: 
suclvan eXcase. So far apy unjud er impure conn 
clusion on his pari, be had been even so prudent aud. 
careful in the bu-iness, that he held it at his option aften 
any communicatiog with Clancariy, to alter hie 
mind completely. (Hear, Rear‘) If any thing teading 
to excite suspicion arpge—w any bad character of Reding 
was evinced—if two stories were fold on the subject, be 
resetyed fo himsclf the power of instantly breaking off 
the ‘Hégotiation ; but let any man for a moment reflect 
upon the probabilities in favour of his condemnation, 
Can apy man in bis senses, believe that he would be mad. 
enough fo sacrifice, thus wantonly for wo purpose, his - 
pablic character, his prospects in life, his oficial situae 
tion, his respectability in the world, and in short every 
interest which could render man’s existence dear to him? 
No, all that could be said was, that he, by means which 
pettians mere not strictly consonant to the usage of par- 
jiament, but to which undoubtedly no corrupt motive - 
could be imputed had sought the advancement of his - 
rivate 'frlend—(he adyancement of ope too, who he 
nev from furmer proofs could prove ultimately beneficial 
to thé pyblic service!’ He had now gone as fully jnto 
the circumstances as the case, which was extremely con-. 
fired in‘its circuit, could admit; he had, to the best of 
his abifities, and certainly with candour, endeavoured 
6 give’ the Hoyse a just yiew of the light in whigh it 
ought to be considered—he had tried to strip it of all the 
aggravations with which jt had benn encompassed, and 
he would now rety upon their decision. He would feave 
it td them to copsider whether, without any motive, he 
would be wilfully corrupt, or whether his senses conld sq ~ 
forsake him as to commit a crime, which, from the very 
circimstancés (hat attended it, he knew must became 
public,’ “He hud ‘now only to regre¢. that motives of prie 
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vate friendship or of public zeaf could have indaced ‘him:- 
to any act requtrin FH bobbing that I fr ‘fie! 
éertaiply bad not’ eted Witéndighalty, ‘and would sabmit 
with pallence to any éeljsute Which be hight be thought 
have incurred, | The vioble totd siting con uded Ba 
speech made’ an obelsaned “to 'IHe Speaker, and ithe: 
Hofd ‘A. Hamilton then nbvel¥ td the following effect ©! 
- & That it appears’ td this Hollsée’ thyt Lord Viscount 
Castlereagh, in thé yeat''1808, ‘having just ‘quftted ‘thd 
presidency of ‘the béard of tontroul, dnd betdg’ at the 
ime a privy Council! # an’ dhe of his’ ihajesty’s sectdy 
taries of state, did deliver up, into the hand of Lotd 
Clancarty, a writership, of which fit had the gift, for thd 
purpose of exchanging it for a seat in parliament. 7 
© Phat merely from the disktreement of some gabs 
ordinate agents employed, this ‘design’ was not’ edtrted 
into effect. | 7 ae 
‘¢ That such conduct was a derefictlon of His uty ds 
resident of the board of controul, a gross violation 6f 
Bis engagements as a servant of the crown, and an ate 
tack on the purity and ¢onstitution of the House.” ; 
~ Lord Binning lame. ted that the noble lord, whé had 
s0 many years served the public, shold be called apon 
to defend himself from charges, which were calcul&ted 
to frustrate bis whole object fn life, and to send him info 
retirement with feelings the mdst wounded and: painfal, 
The noble lord had’no: defended himself upon principle, 
nor should the nyble speaker altempt to do so; for, con- 
scientliously, he regretted fo s:y, he could not do if, 
he‘ndble speaker was afraid of weakening the impres- 
ion, which he trusfed' the noble lord had madg by guing 
at any length into the case; but he should, very briefly 
_rpfer to it. [The noble speaker then went throygh it, 
commen'ing upon’ the rioble lard’s (A’. Hamilton) inter- 
ences from it.} This case, Lord Binning coritended, was 
attended with no ‘circumstances ' of aggravation. The 
name of Lord Clancarty was known throughout the affulr ; 
_ and the writersbip was not at his disposal to become’ the 
abject of any genethl traffic,’ far less fo be the object of 
auy money hegotiatiog. “It had been said, that” presi- 
dents of the board of cuntrou! had no right to patronage 
this might be ‘very true; but patronage they hadenjoyed 
ever since thé board had‘bcen instituted, If the nable 


aA AMIE gl 
ard, weg, f0,be, Gandemned, it must be by the evidence 
befere | e House, nd not iy Rretet® aid; he must be’ 
condemned. ypen this uncxccuted intention, which was 
all that, had || een Proved against jim, Although it was 
not porpible to justify, the conduct of the noble Lorf 
COnstletragh upas Brinciple, slill the noble speaker 
thought that the resolutions of the noble ford (A. Hamit- 
ton), would draw down, upon his head too heavy a‘pu-' 
nishmeut. There were. legrces’ of punishment; one 
wand net punish a man for intention {o commit a crim 
soseyerely, as for the commission of that crime; or the 
malys, annus might make a distinction of punishment 
Be simple dismissal from office of the rioble lord would 

bis least injury. Jt might be safd this was no punisb- 
ment ; and certainly, such was the precariousnegs of office, 
that in general it,could not to be considered as such.” But 
when grave charges of corruption were made, sanctioned 
and registered against a minister, and in consequence of 
these, he was dismissed his office, was it then no punish- 
ment?) The noble speaker hoped the House would ex- 
excise its sound discretion, and when it considered-what 
was due to the public, would reflect a little what was 
ape to the individual. Tle concluded with moving, that 
the other orders of the day be then read. 

Mr. Williams Wynne said, that after the speech of the 


- goble lord who had just sat down, he little expected him 


to conclude with such a motion as he had done. The 
yoble lord thought the first proposition which had been 


_maadle rather severer than it ought to be; and to remedy 


that, moved that ng resolutions at all should be entered 
into, The noble lord expressly guarded himself from at- 
tempting to justify his noble friend, and yet concluded by 
: bis conduct by as wholly unimportant, and un- 
worthy todetain the House from its more material business, 


_The honourable member distinctly agreed that there was 


a difference between this case, and that wherein the inten- 


_dipn might be carried into effect, and shoald be sorry to 


hear it said, that an equal degree of guilt attached to both 


. gases. .But was the mere circumstance of entering into 


suck a negotiation as the present no offence? Whena 


.,jninister of the crown had entered almost publicly into a 


proposal for the commutation of a patronage, which he 


_ held got by right, but by virtue of his office, was this a 
, Gage ipbich called fox no resolution, for no opinion? The 
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qurable, member, expboféd the asteobidls Btn? a. 
wea agree tathd ficlaiof thorresotutionsy “i Hi < 
might think.. the dedugiéang from! then ‘expresséd iil ‘fd 
sirong langnage, and might peopnse to sulislitute otners it’ 
- their roan. ‘Fo thesd words tle hdnourablé' member bile 
- have been glad, to bavelatiandod,: aad if heal Horst’ 
them sefiicient 40 guard the: dignity: and hotidir' df thd 
Howse, tottiaveagadd.: It wabnothing (hat aiid Y discs” 
might hava, existed: hafore: they shay have’ Ween beter? 
cd ;trived fox:concaalment 1 wida once a cnse fhe dis-” 
cavyeyed, it wad the. duty-afthes; the: only com font court” 
to Ms cousideragian,. nat to pass it avers: W. ‘they tole 
this, it would be to proclaim-every sudcessor of the nahi 
Jord at. libarty. /o.g9. to market'as opdnly as he pleaged ==, 
(Hear, hear, hear '). When a case hike this was proved, ' 
the House had but one course to pursue :' it had ‘aa option.” | 
Whatever might be the private opinion or wish of mein’ ' 
bess upon this subject, they wero buund to act by tht MWe |, 
and resolutions of the House, and ‘not to soffer their owhf , 
feelings to interfere. The honouruble membct ‘ettirely 
agreed with the resolution of the House in the yea 177 ei 
with respect to the interference of ministers ‘in elections, . 
and thought it ought to-be read before the Hoise came to- 
a decision on the present question. ‘T'bat resolution clearfy'-- 
prohibited the interference of ministets.in elections, muc : 
more the application of patronage to facilitate an entty ri 
into Parliament. The noble lord did not attempt to jusfif y® 
his. conduct;:and this was in his favour this was bettey’ ' 
than unblysbingly ta stand up and to cay that he had ré-' “ 
ceived no moncy; that the public alone had been benefitted; " 
that nobody bad suffered any wrong. The honourable’ ~ 
member certainly wished the censure of the House, to” 
. Vinjlicate its dignity, and that such 4 transaction should - - 
not be thought innocent, as it might not. only be, bat - 
praiseworthy, if the present amendment were carried. if: 
this were the case, posterity, when they looked back i"! 
(bis transaction, would think that there was nothing whats" ¢ 
éver in it which was disapproved liy the Hoase. ~Ff-had’'" 
been truly said, that this was a case, whore the ndbié lord * *” 
tight have repented of the transaction before i was com=!U= 
’ pleied. But did it follow that no punishment was due }¥"'t 
he very act of sending for such a person aa Reding, “and! ** 
seeipg him upon sucha subject, was a serious offence, If->% 
the present case were to be passed over, it-would in rey! ~ 


| ARRIP25.) 5 sntemommamenses.: 1: st 


Cee oth fn at rtcadient, d4hnt!. Parlgoment: had evidence of | 
5uq4,.An. aera) .sxchange,.aml had thodght it unne-’ 


Pag a @.nokice it ¢. aids snpposing some tulure minister ' 
lo, Bazpeamied.inio oxeeapieg what the present ‘onty af- 
tavaniee dei day ntéiwonuldcbd saith: 4S where is the-difference | 
betmcen the aases 3, (dike. imihisieshaswow only seecreded 
in, Joigs, what, the, minisen tekn didi his Beit to do.” «It, 
wap, -guclenbieddly detrimentak thai ithe prestdén€ of fire 
board. plcprtroul eng the court of directbrsvtouldkeep up = * 
the jntesghapge which-had-becn mentioned’; bet that the 
nable Jord, foand whembelcane to office. ‘'The-honeurable 
member qnmclated! by, briefly pattinir the ease, and comb" 
nator how..iteouki.pass.umeonsnied. °°) 6 
[r-.Craken tose ta ale justice:ta the memory of 2 friend 
of his then namore (ha Marquis of Sligo), whose name had 
been alluded to by the noble lord (4. Hamilton) as a derp. 
participatoriin earruption,: If the noble lord had read the 
report with that attention which he had owed it, he would 
haye fougd .the story.ef:Reding, as t6 the Marquis of 
igo, most,.ebeuad -ind:.contradictory. First, the Mar- 
gaits of Sligo was to procure ihe person for the place, then 
the place for the person; and upo being further pressed, 
ing .was.(iriven to more inconsistencies. [f the nuble | 
lord had seen this, as he must bave done, upon the face 
of the -xepori, upon what prinerple could he charge his 
(the hougyrable. member’s) noble triend with eorraption, 
at the expenee.of invading the silence of the tomb? ‘The . 
noble lord, had declared his readiness to retract where he was 
wrongy:, that intention the honourable member callect upon 
him te. fulfil, in justice to the memory of the Marquis of 
Sligu. -.Te. prove the fallacy of the whole of Reding’s evi- 
denge, the honourable member adduced that passage where 
he said, that Lord Sligo, upon Lord Clancarty’s name 
being .memtionad,- said, ‘he washis man:’” Now, it was 
the, well: known law that, for-an trish borough, an Irish 
peep, such es, Lord Clancarty was, conld not sit. That 
treaty, tharefere, could not be carried on; and the same 
might .e said of Lord Hawarden,. to whom the borough 
was sajd,to be offered through Reding. But the honour- 
able member gledged himself that Lord Sligo hud no bo- 
yough, as if, was-catted.: He knew his lordship ‘intimately, 
andj wuld take pon himeelé to assert, that his noble friend 
hac: po iaffyence, but what arose from his landed property 
in the,copatywhere he-vesided. It would therefore be ne 
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ition vf! she: indignation wisiels (he: prowstipation? 


of ig must excites. that. ee band. hus inwacdted ‘the: 


spence 
. eff the grave, :tooserden. hagwelfftom.uilt toll an, howe 
| donges.. Theseoond renshetionafsheaabla lerd.(4.: Hamil- 


ten), that the:exehange, but:fora auanadetetiading g 
the naderlings, would have. takes iplane, was-thas. hise 


‘in the fact. ‘The fitst sesslatian tan.staied, that: the apble 


" Jord (Castlereagh): did thiages bethias sacshtaryof stata nnd 


+ gg president of the boeed of ‘contyaul ; when ske-fret twas, 
' that this lordship wes indt preadent.of tha board then. 


When the noble lord (A. Hamilton) found thie, be world 


. bd obliged tomy; ff Both. my preminenare fauliy 4 vate for 


my conclusion.” ( r from.the ep pasitionlhenehes.} 
Whether the nebie lord would be ablatyp i abana ge 
for laughing at him, the haqeusable member. ¢ not 
say ( hter from. all. sides); ‘bet he: conld. eueuse the 


_ noble lord, it was at his logi¢ they were laugiing, and not 
fr rr ee © | 


at himself, Lobe ae, 
Mr. Williams Wynneexplaindd. .-, 0. 5 
Lord Milton rose merely to :apologige far. the. indig- 


zation he had too loudly expressed uriag the speach of | 


the noble lord (Castlereagh); byt he really felt... 
Mr. Ai. Smith thought that Lord Sligo had sething int 
the remotest, degree .to do with the jresent case; but he 
could not reconcile the warmth with which-the honowrable 
maember (Mr. Croker) had vindicated his noble fiend 
frem any concern with what, according to him, pressed 


- go lightly upon the noble lord (Castlereagh). The 


honourable member thought it highly uaconstitutional 
that seats in Parliament should be obtaised in the mar- 
ner which had been brought before the House. As 
to the first inconsistency which the honourable member 
(Mr. Croker) had pointed -out ia the noble lord’s reselu- 
tions, it had never occurred to any one of the Committee, 
and therefore no extreme degree of blawe could atiach to 


‘ any man, for not discovering it, As ta the second, he. 


thought that if a man could hold the duties of two offices, 
he was able to violate them. As to the patronage being 
only used in this particular instance, and not to serve gu« 
vernment in general, was not Lord Clancarty a govern 
ment man? and could there be a doubt which way he 
woukl vote? It was said that no corruption attached ta 
the votets for these seats that were to be obtained. T 

could be gotien for 4000/. or 5000K and there must be core 
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i. ‘Paption somewhere: Jt-was iinpossible to discenuect. this 
~ ‘rpubjdet’ ftom -that of :partiamentary reform. : Lori Ghat- 
1° Ham lad baid, that if Purtiement did reform from within, it 
-lwdald bb reformed from-witkout, ‘and that with aVen- 
t anes. When abuses ‘Hke these forosd themeelves into 
» “xbure¥es,- if one reform were not obtained, another would 
+ +e ellled' for, which no man-would wish (o' see less than 
61 the bohoatable metiber. He considered the order of the 
en aa ron - question of Irish coimralssionety’ feos, as 9 matter 
-O° Of ‘less importance than the sp bject under the ron- 
i. sitlerdtion' of the Howse. ‘The present ween ordinary come 
\-t mon-place question. fle wished geritlerfien'to consider the 
\ ' yeasous why the statutes, inflicting painsand penalties upon 
c! "porsdes eiving or receiving: bribes, wero passed. Was it 
not that the House of Commons: should be pnre and free 

*.'' from all-impatation of improper orcorrupt motives? Was 
\ "not that the principle ? ' He thought that the character of 
Mr, Reding had but little ta do with the question. He 
only lamented his connection with:the noble lord, by which 

-. ‘he thoaght ttre noble lord appenred to be somewhat coatar 
h . But, much as he was disposed tn listen favoure 
ably to what had fallen from the noble lord, when he fe- 

*" “ge fo have heard in that House frequently such 
-' strong accusations on the subject of corruption in Ireland, 
in the promotion of the measure of the union, from gen 

? tiemen whe, from their locality, must have been ace 
' quainted with the transactions there; and apon that ques- 
‘tion, When he recollected to have heard those accusations 
' ‘go oftert repeated, and never answered, he must say at 
Ieast, thal the reflection suggested to his mind was this, 
that thete is a sort of tendency in the human mind to 
form an esfimate npon such matters accommodated to the 
circumstances and situations in‘which men-are placed ; 
and that those who are in private life gentlemen and’ men 
of honour; do, somehow or other, when they get into the 
tracts and labyrinths of politics, find.out how to recone 

- ile the use of improper means to what they may cone 
ceive to be wise and good ends; He ‘recollected some 
cars ago, when Mr; Hastings was on his defence, that 

e stated such matters, without the least apparent idea 

_ of impropricty, in justification of his conduct, as, to sayy 
' + the least of it, astonished him, and indeed astonished a 
X ; majority of that House. That astonishment rose to a 





Susay 


‘ve Very high degree.” The fact was, it ended by Mr. Hast- 
Ver. I1i.—1809. >.< 
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‘ings’ denial of his awa, defeace; “* vi advocates srere 
rebuce to the necessity of, vont af a defence, yy, 
: for Him, “and "that | he fend, “re pe woh he 
ipting ‘of ‘his’ owh’’ pen 


Jetied, that politicat''men’ i nk M 
‘ectuple, ‘to pbtain’ en ik f al A ans 
Hess ws of ticle tb gat ‘adi : + ae a 

ds it (otal thal 
. af ate abit r u 
thet ransacttdh House woul: 


. Cn 
ir the dante ray é "dota ‘to, pad Elie mo frst tan 
wards the individual party. ‘It seem to be thought, by: 
some; that {he current of ‘pablic opinion shouldbe withe 
stood manfully: He thought that on some nceations 
that might be right; bat if “thé direction. af’ public, apy 
nion was right, it might be dangerous, indeed, to attempt 
‘to repress it. He concluded by observing, that cage 
was as strong as nced he made oy, an he | could, rob 
‘conceive how any man could do his duty’ without affixing 
“pon ita mark of reprobation. 

Mr. Manners Sutton spoke'in rather’ a low, tone, of 
‘voice, and atguéd, that from the incompleteness o 
transaction, and the distance of time, a dispassionate ins 
vestigation of the case would shew, that there was no- 
thing which imperioasly demanded the. recording of ace 
resotutions on the journals as those which were proposed ae 
He ihought this was a question on which party f 
_ and potitical hostitity should not be allowed to ope 
He concluded by tecommending thé course proposed by. 
"i noble ford on his side of the House (Lord Bin- 
mibs). 

Mr. Grattan agreed that the pro ortion of punishment, 
whould not exceed the degrce of re crime; and there- 
fore, that if a member of state, as president of (he board, 
of controal, had commritted an act contrary to the cous 
stitution, and in violation of the independence and pris 
vileges of parlinment the natural consequence of the pu- 
nistment inflicted on him should 
his power to commit such malpractices in utuse, 
‘the noble viscount might be on the present occasion con» 
sidered to be on his trial, the matter ought to. be,exs,, 
sintined rather aucicially than senceally wn he felts 





go 


be the deprivation of | 


ee 


” cose 
pied 983 1 agore or wAtmeeAce. , [55 
isginont en ny. sopica thatsaight 

rr cy cy ra bjs, offenge, or.,to inflacre 
ten Heo ae on. {hat account enter, into 
any sgonierdtigns Hespoctin the yarions transagtions, 
geste with hi bn of Creat B in, and Ireland, bes 


Cause ateye ght be og injons apd feelipgs.. 
ae The ere hot then No a’ Baling pon 





















Hpdd tie e thought it wf jai. Mawise pow to, 
Tevive" Hose, subje ects, which, would t fo, heat, mens’ 
mindt i ane ‘eclingsy 4 mt vou canfipe 
hist ater rag .it was an allack upon the 
ebhstitation. As {6 he defence al the 5 elon, though, 
He coutt agit with him, yet he thought it a hand. 


sémd defente.”” Ne ynderstood that he did confess that 
Hh WHat fie liad done, ‘he had so far invaded a principle, 
of the’ Constitution, Sut that he had nat. done, 50 inten- 
afarikily, or, upon an settled and predetermined system. 
Fé ( * Grattan) di fot, on the whale view af the case, 
Bette ‘Yat the ble viscount had any such settled sys- 
rhis mind, ‘but that he did it to Y accommodate hie 
fen but that i in what, he did, he made a direct attack 
on the Constitution of thé country, and en the foundation 
of the Parliament of the empire, and on the foundation 
“of the executive power,of the empire. Stilt, he spoke 
‘of ‘the act, and not of the infengion, of the “noble vis- 
* count. He believed that he did not contemplate, and 
‘was nut aware of the consequences of his conduct. He 
wished to serve his f iene and he paid no attention to 
She ‘Gonseqnences. e House, therefore, had before 
them’ an offender, acett its constitujion apd put, 
without any system for that purpose, but who has 
pt the same time committed a great violation, proved 
abundantly by the evidence upon the table. How far, 
therefore; could the Flouse go towards acquittal? It ap- 
peared, perhaps, t that pprchases of seats in that House 
‘were not uncomman, but that they were so unconstitys 
tional, ‘that it was unparliamentary even fa. state the fact, 
Butithe purchaser by means of a civil \emplayment was 
equally guilty with the purchaser by a um of money, 
He was selling that which ought not be sald, to buy that 
which ‘ought Sot tobe bought. The seller ofa inl em- 
ployment tor such 9, purpose, employed the means of the 
execntive power to corrupt the’ legislative body; he bay- 
‘fered civil situations for representative yates. He set the 
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essent) parts, of the ddnstitutfoh at¥ai énbe, end: at yer: 
with the consti(ition itself’; “and fits he took: whether jaa? 
tending it of nol, tit’ most eff nitins of stibvé di: 
destroying the mmol As # tril Cre ould. 1 
not, have Aer ie ‘civ fo''b 


A résident of the bi 
a vad Aoi as thitter é 


power injstet' of stile? « ‘miity’and Bolas: 
sie duit fi ec b not recy Sebi théir: 
ariti a syste “Ffe sho u 
n ofan uted Pe {¢ A} “seats but ai. ie "beeations 
fallow i t the ‘miniatét 6 fe abet bile trated 
to eraptoy his patronag £0 
the country,. j ane order to’ § secure : pu i ‘atid: Tact ta) 
violnte the freedom of Parlia ent, and fo atthe Ufe-cone: 
stitation of the country ? ‘the’ minister’ ‘of the: 
Grown, a right to add to, Yai rivate "eeftiten dedinet the 
constitytion of the fount ty? To bring into éfrctilatida-and 
action the means of tlie exécitive | power, in'the fndlict; {athe 
civil, and in the ecclesiastical ‘patronage,’ ttm Aithod Plays 
lament 2 If he had the right to Goo in one case, te head? 
all the rest, and be might employ’ the Whole'to" tote} 
ie Parliament of the country j ‘and whht gott'of an: engih 

s this to be placed in his hands? ‘Had we contpla 

W the dangerqus | ‘fects of thestteamlets of’ corruption, 
and when we saw the flood coming on had we no fears; no 

plarms at the threaténing inundation ?‘ Could the Hawke 
pass on a matter of this nature, and let a minister of: the 
crown go off with impunity to the abuse of his’ patrohage f 

He repeated, that ‘he acquitted’ ‘the noble Jord’ of the - 
intention of atiacking the constitution’; but thé Huusk, by 
.xefusing assent 16 8 mark of re robation, sri sanction 
the principle, and ‘béconie ‘instrumental’ 16 the whole ex. 
-tent of the abuse." The Flouse’ tind before it’ the whole: of 

‘dhe case and defence, A writérship’ mi ht haved -Beeh si ven 
to facilitate a return to Partiament. : “The nobte iurd had 
pot denied tliat offence, but denied any intention of attack- 
ing the freedom of Parliament.” Hé ‘thought that‘ it was 
not ossjble that the House conld refuse to affix n poit such 
a transaction, the reprohation due, . 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer sid; that: ‘However 
he anight expose himself td censure, ‘hé thoaght it wodld 
be not, only a breach of public, but of private daty, did 
he nat rise tg, deliver his senfiments on a question that al 








-if the 
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eaters oi i He thoaght, fr the 
teat hereon me iffer, rancp in of finicn reapect, 


ets.ip,the haw ge icable to those 
fabian ante the apes sa npererie ad whether | 


ie House. The 

ff ipot ‘pew! y in their judi. 

cial. espaciy,.but. hair, capacity as prosecutars, 

ef napc th re ts ss ier to indge whether 
the 





ee aha ea ped the animadversions of that “iat 
hen ou ileman eM Grattan) would be sufficient 
weapesting: Pen adverted to by another honourable 
member, she alluded to measures connected with the 
union, aad: who seem desirous of brin nging them to beag 
pan, this question. , fil remarked on the sceming 
jm mpntation. of the want Q sincerity, in the indignation CXe ’ 
ressed, by Lord Castlercagh ; and after commenting at . 
99 the exidence be ore the committee, contended 

thas, {he {air inferengg was,,,fram a, full, strict, and im pire 
tal view. of the evidence, {hat the noble lord felt distinctly 
that the charge was unfounded in fact, Me was sure, tha¢ 
Ito ayse shguld think fit to agree to the p p ropusitions, ~ 

phey would beexercisinga very painful duty, aduty thattheg 
would fulgl with the eprealest regret ; and he waasure, that ia 
such An event, the Fk quse.would feel that there was no staig 
thrown ‘Bpan fh e character or the political character 
his, polle ae He ft justified in thus expressing 
bimsc}f, and; he could not, but enter intv the qucstion with 


fone. me, warmth of feelings), He thought the noble lord whe 


2 madg, the motion he been mis ted by his own. viows of 
6 trays Oo rhim, in bis reply 
Aisclaiming, | oe patos that might be unfairly cast 


upon the gbaracter of the noble lord. The first resolution 


h 


ey aw) 


was true in words, but (hen it did not state those qualifi- 
cations and limnitations that accom panied the (ransaction, 


ft vaed i ab se ve statement.’ If the resolutions are 


jon spust discuss the propriety of 


.peyei nae 
| > Hie. then Prospeded to expose the copr 


 Conrecthy, thet she reatatbeal HH abe 


SB 1 ak 
m of Mf | t : 
| eet in Ses df ee re =a ae ise ie 


Com. 
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pats Faith wd hot rb 806, AF fo 
oe Piouleraieee Wess It se en pont 
of:cantroatyot of dcreti ae gt ay 


rohage aida trisst' ts) 


tempt at* MedrairenibA lt ies ne 
office held by Kahne tee 






the offence. | Thad? venslird! co itaihtéd” ae s( ' 
whnid-consey'a! kat wpol thé chificter of the dgble Jordy. 
Ike Howe wis prtpieeel Asia ‘An aH templates) 

cree Wis se (and, | 
he did not: Tue ee hat “thitder’ ee it cout | "be cans. 


a 
i bet 8 


a-% 


" veyed), ‘they mulst sbe'tMat ‘it! ‘must’ end in'thé remoapal, oft 


the noble lord from ‘his'oMtidl ‘sitidation: Thus it ould. . 
be made as severe a punishnfent ds'dbuld Be inflicted y EVER: 
had the imputed offerice béth'actuafly commitledi, Lard 
Castlereagh never tppeured in’ tfid! transaction, bat i iy 2. 
moment's conversation; until tht close. His lor Ei ‘in: - 
deed stated, that the ‘person’ te, He appoint ‘ x3 A 
person, one who was sufficiclitly qia rthe . 
ftnation. The affair could not have. ben dl th pleted e 
ithoyt giving his lordship fult time to reviey | 
and to make a proper inquiry.” There were shadeg of- 


affence, and the present was by no means of that nature as .- 


to call for that sort of cetrsure which would amount to por , 


_ Htical extinction in that Héuse.’ Let the Hoyse considey .! 


- two patliaments ago? Could the Honse, in such a case, . 
think it necessary ‘to pronowince a judgment on ihe transe. 


/ 


Gispassionately whether it was that'sdit of case that ‘talt 
upon then to institate any proceedings, or to record an 
censure. 4t had been compared to bribery.” How wou] ia 
the case stand in thet’ réspett, if'a charge were made where - 
there was no bribery committed, and which had ogcurred. 


he whole 


action? The noble'lord (Lord' A. firfilton) had spoken: .. 


of his (Mr: Pereeval's) trap, and wondered what he would. 
have said had he caught his cdlteague. He could only 
say that he should be very muclhi surprized: but yet lek ’ 
the noble lord recollect that hie had laid 


his td so wide) 
that if his colfeagues had been guilty, | assured y hes did 
b 


have eanght them. The presutn ption was, thathe shol 
have found out’ the goilt¥, whoever or whatever ‘they . 
might be. Tlie House ha " been cated ‘upon to record 


» “4 
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this censure, and to consider (he.preane OF. making theass: 
setverrayceted. Fle thonzhi, ig thee doa re 
TnbstIikely tO" create, a, duc respegt f0n, sek, mos. by.emdens 
vouring'té/promulgate ils laws by, punishments, but by ei 
netiidnts: not by faking upsurely aggse marked bysomaqy’ 
ciréuntinees df limitition and miigations ea!the present) 
widest OA{hestionably appear, toPer.hhere was noiprivis> 
pe ody red! there ho, scat @ptained.; All cested, iat 
the nidsey Th Mere inatlention, ane hing imdact; anc» 
yet the greatest severity eg wh was! 
faryindéed} ‘beyond what, the spol of: the ,ease, cold” 
reqaite.”" After a very able and ag teime.specch, the!! 
Cinineeltot of the Exchequer lided, by expidesing | 
NV Widl [6 proceed fo the order of thedag, Mot on account ° 
of ifs pecaliar importance, bat, because that he-thought 
thit,! Hpot a flr and impartial cansidesation of the present 
-qiestin, it did not require any, further investigation, or 
proceéding on the part of the Houge qf Commons. 

‘Mr. Ponsonby was disposed strangly, upon.a case of 
this delicacy and importance, to exercise all those feeli 
of generosity’ which it was calcul to excite ; and if be 
should fall into error in the conrge be was about to pay: 
su, if Should be an error on the.side of Jenity. rather than 
sevérity." It had been stated by the sight hanourable gen- 
Touch iGatie the noble vistadas wee metey 8 pans 
ur; gainst the noble viscoynt, was merely a .partia-’ 
ment offerice, ‘whilst the honousable gentleman under * 
the ‘gal ory (Mr. Mannerg Sutjon),, had declared. that the 
only way’ in’ Which the Mouse. could qo, its duty to the 
publi¢ woild be by’ passing an adequate judgment upon 
that ‘fact ;and ‘Fel both gentlemen proposes! that no jadg. ° 
meht Ta'be come tg. ypon the subject, but that the 
Hoitse' should pass to the other prders of the day. He 
was sinberily tisposed” (6, take the mildest: course that the ’ 




















natore of the'case would admit of. The right-houoarable - 
genfleinan had’ sald that the, resolutions of the noble lord - 


wos "ga to Inc heavy, a punishment. as.could be im. 
- > 


if thie! offence had “heen committal with. the most - 
criminal infehtion, But might not the, noble lord bave 
propose ‘to follow up’ his resolutions , with a: motion-for - 
the expiilgidn' df the poble lurd,,or for, an..addzess to his 

duty for his removal from his présenge ankk councils for 
eyetP* The ‘questiva, was then, whether, with, the fact so 
fally aimitted,” that Mouse gould... capsistently. with its 
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& » r ‘ 
‘duty, pasa the matter wholly By? Th hY dptitén’ she 
was fap ssible. In proposing e Aiapoott of the writey. 
ship in the manner statéd ‘in the evidence, the pdpile lory 
had not’ been simply guilty of af abuse of hid patronage 
ds 2 servant of ‘the crown, he bad been guilty of « violl- 
‘tion of the India act in a peculiar degree, by doing that, 
which it was the object of that act'to prevent, in apply. 
‘Ing India patronage fdr pirposes df parlidinentary q 
fluence. His conduct was not only ah offence, bit a pervez- 
sion of the duties of an office created to preyent suck pet. 
;version. Jt had ‘been said, that the Btst theol ation was 
‘fiise in sense, and the second false in sense dd in' frog; 
‘but‘if the whole of that were to be admitted, what argue 
ment would it afford for passing to the orders of the day? 
It would be rather an argument for the amegdment ‘of 
the wording of the resolutions. He had not suffered Him, 
a¥if to be inftuenced in the cause which he took, by his 
political hostility to the noblelord ; buf he since ought, : 
that, in order to maintait the good opi ion of ‘the public, 
and to preserve the character of pi fament, which in 
great méasure would depend’ upén the decision of that 
night, it was absolutely necessary, that they sHéuld’ pdss 
some censure upon an offence so incontrovertibly rovedd 
Mr. Bankes, as chairman of the Committed, it neo 
cessary for him to say a few words upon the question, in 
_ consequence of some allusions which had been made: to 
the conduct of the Committee. The. noble lord’ who 
brought forward this subject, had, towards the dlosé of his 
" speech made an observation expressive of surprize that 
' the Committee had not mentioned’ this casein theit ree 
ort, and appeared to think that the questton ought i¢ 
ave been taken up by the chairman, or some other meme 
ber of the Committee, rather than be left to the House to 
take up. Bat in his wish to promote his own object,. th 
noble lord forgot what the Committee had been appoia 
to do, and the instructions under which that Committee 
acted. This case was not within the purview of the Com- 
‘mittee, which was confined to the abuses of East India 
atronage. The same cause prevented the Committee 
om reporting upon other transactions which had beer 
brought before them, though the evidence had heen 
printed, and given rise to much surprize on the part of 
_ many persons whose names were inseried in the évidence. 
' The Committee, when it found tiat ao coritiption was 
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ste be. in a ty nsacti on, closed the case ther, and 
Ni.-L got ¥ themsely ‘aythorised to zo into the private 
par of su cases; and, as they couT! nt sup oress a 
rt of ‘the evicle: ce,, hones ft was thif the nunes he ale 
vided ta appeared in the migafes. “Je was matter of sire 
eS Segre thaf jn times Tike the proent, there should Be 
Jn this country a bury aid active class of men, who take 


every opportunity to yIli(y every. (hing Mat is lileh, ard 

fear ‘all drat is Sascha tank’ in thé conntry. 
was surry to see that’ this report had heen usec} for that 

aPurpose. He had seen the ewilenco garbled, m iliciously 

Bos. with a vicw te raify'the. embers of the royal 
SOUS» i 


~ 


ehad ser the evidence of Mr. Fitler respecte 


ing, a,negotlition for a writership, which was said to he 
, pracpsed (Brough the Duke of Cambridge, given so far as 
“Mt gould. tend ta make an impression, as if*that royal per- 
apnage had been concerned in these transictions, but leay- 
lag out al‘ogether the declaration of Mr. Fuller, that he 
was conyinced his Royal Highness knew nothing of the 

’ Ciscumstgnce.. The honourable gentleman then proe 
. cecded {@ obserye upon a similar mutilation of the evi- 
, dence ina case tn which the first object in the realm was 
"said (0 be concerned, and ‘expressed his opinion that the 
Lave ‘paght to set a strong mark upon ‘this atter:p' to 
, degrade and vilify all that was eminent in‘ the state, 
_ The honotirable member then commented upon the cir- 
cumstances, under which the names of two members of 
that House, and of the Marquis of Stigo had beer intro. 
duced info the’ minutes ; and accounted fr the insertion on 
_ the ground, that, though it appeared they had not becn 
rttés.fo any improper, transaction, yet,-as their nameg 

ad been mentiotied in thé course of the ‘progress of the - 
‘inquity, the Commit‘ee did not consider themselves at 
liberty to 6mit any part of the evidence. It would be the 
most agreeable to him if tre could either agree to the reso- 
lutions of the noble ford, or be contented with the course 
proposed on the’ other side. He thought the punishment 
“which the former would inflict was inadequate to the 
offence, and greatly disproportioned fo the case ; and the 
latter w6uld not be sufficient for the dignity of that House, 

' if it shoald pass to the other orders of the day. froma 
charge, where the facts were proved upon such tneontro- 
_vertible evidence. | He agreed with the whole of the sneech 
; oF his right honourable''frieud,” and contended that upos 
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every principle of law a distinction should be, taken 
Bulvrce an T fenice eLstide “o ny i intention® re 
nce actually completed. +If -the'fivat resolution there: 
' Spye shoald be.ateended by the! introduction of then 
gnalificetions, it ‘shoold ‘have hisshpport, and’ thet 
should propessto ddd a tesblution, i Tint it was the de 
of that {louse to be jeatous of "ite depen ence’; bot wt th 
panic time ‘tbat it appeared that the 4a sed ptiation res 
Merely in inlentiog, and kad not Been completed ; and that 
erefure, thet 'Heuve. did not eitk itnecessary td ii 
y penal proceadings.” ‘Fhiswas-what struck hid as the 
ost eligible eoutse t0-be porsdéd, and: he shopld tiere? 
re more this resolution; if 'the able ford sho h¥ agi 
lo an amendment in his first reselation,’ but to the ‘sec 
ind’ third resolutions he bowld not dgrée. 
" Sir Francis Berdett, at that wour of the night, and efter 
the'very able apeech of the noble lord who batl openéd the 
debate, aé well as the able speeches: of many gentlemen 
bejow him upen the floor, did not mean to trespass at eily 
Yengt upon the atiention of the ‘Hause. At the sand 
time the question was in itself of such importange, and sd! 
much had been said in extenuation of the case, founded? 
tipoa the admission of the noble lord, and some’ obser" 
vations which had fallen from: the Honourable gentfeman’ 
‘wh. had just sa down were such, that he was induced tq: 
trespass a short time upon the indulgence ‘of the House, * 
#yen at that late hour. If it-bad not been for the genera} 
gravity of that honourable gentleman, arid the seriouty 
manner in which he. had produced these observations tp ' 
he House, he should have supposed that there had been ° 
omething ludigrous in his statement from the effect it ap-" 
peared to. have prodaced upon the faces of the right ho- 
nourable gentlemen opposite. - With respect to the ques: - 
tion before the House, he-eould not see any :objection to 
the original .resolutiors proposed by the noble lord: As _ 
to the. oljections which had been taken to the second r¢so- 
jution, that it was not fouaded in fact, he must observe, ” 
that though it was not exactly made out by the evidence, “ 
et it would be very easy to amend it; because the’ fact 
was, that the negotiation had actually failed, in conse-. : 
uence of the inferior agents not having been able. ta’? 
accomplish what they had undertaken. It had been’ - 
dara that if the noble ‘lord #ad been aware ‘of: the 














haracter of Mr. Reding, or had an opportunity of again’ 
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Gurning, his, altenden, to ‘the trankaction, ft eould neve) 
og) if the noble,lord ‘should :not.Aave breken off the, 
Prstiees in jhe: event of his: haying: discovertt ‘the cha. 
gter of a man who, was entdavauring to trick' bith.. Tha, 
ialike genilerpen who. hag just ga down ‘bad thonght, 
Props, fo make an allusien to.h. set of persons, what pers, 
pg he. gonld not tel: whe werd- busy: adil ever active in, 
Centre all the rank,-and,. wanting :daqn: ll: that. was, 
eminent in the sate. (He: bad oléen--heard complainty 
made j ths Haase against sealumhistors aid tibellers,, 
but igh as be valued the pr vileges.of: parliament, te, 
ew of no privilege that. would entitle: aay ‘member to 
calumnijate any chiss, of his majesty’s subjects. ¢Hear,, 
cd. He knew-of no right that a gentleman cauld,, 
aim to ut} miscepsesentations against whole classes of | 
f; ple of Ev.gland, especially ‘when eo much misc bief , 
ike ly to result from suck calummics.going forth to the: 
, ble .At was.peculjazly bard that such:a course should 
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ea ed ;.i¢ was particularly so at a moment too, when,” 
(as be must ba permitted ta slate, even within the walls: 
of that Hayse,) the character of parliament did not stand , 
as high fo the-country as ‘it ought. Under such civcums ; 
sfances, he thought it unfortanate for that Hoase, as well 
aé ipjurious pgainst the, British public, to calamniate any | 
class of ‘the people of. England, by whom so far as his, 
observation epabled hiw to judge, sueh calumuies were i 
wholl unmerited. Having niade these observations, he; 
wonld. leave it to the House to judge how unfair it, was to, 
deal out insinuations. against whole classes of the people, , 
or whether it would pot have beea mare candid and manly': 
to name the persons at once to whom.-such observ siions,; 
were applied. He was convinced, pox ‘the restit of all { 
that he had an opportunity of observing, that there was no | 
eet af men in, this country disaffected to the government : © 
arid to make an assertion that there was, woufd be as ine , 
jutious to the people, as it, would be ynserviceable to the - 
throne, and hostile to the constitution.and ihe countrg, , 
Hi had attended particularly lo.every. thing that had been 
sald by the noble lord ip his defence, and whatever éiffer 
erfge of opinion might appear to exist in the House as to, 
the degree of bis. quilt, it-appeared, to bim to be an aggra- ; 
vated case. ° It ‘appeared to him to be an abuse of {he .. 
pationag? ofa minister with a view to make an atiack upon 
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the independence df ‘porlidineht, “Tt"-1he  witnitster-“weres 
proved guilfy of sitchi an’ offd'ice, wad the House not, tat 
say that he was so ditty 2 'T: Wal fiot tow fs question of 
puni-hinent; or if “the removal’ dftHe ‘noble lord: from 
office was tv beconsidered a’ pu ish metit, ‘this was the first 
time that he evet heard of 4 éjrg’h panishment to be 
out of office. “I he noble lord had said t vat his object was, 
in disposihg of this‘ wriferstil),” jo procure support fog 
‘overnment, thar is, for the'adniinistration, because thae 
Wir the way in which he corfounded the wovermment witht 
the administration. ‘But as the noble lord hed given them 
to understand ‘that he would still think that a jrstifatld 
‘mode of disposing of his pattonage, it was the duty of thas 
House to guard against such abuses. ‘The patronhge of 
the state was the proper'y of the publi¢, and ought to be 
fyirly and impartially distributed amongst the pebple, 
If ministers had attended more to this principle, and fess 
t» the practice of their particular connections, there would 
h:ve been a bencfit to the pyblic serviec, and certainly 
Jess disgust existing out of doors at the manner:in which 
his patronage had been hitherto disposed of. The ‘noble 
Jord had complained, in some measure, that he had been 
convicted solely uyon his own evidence; but he would 
leave it to the House to decile whether -theré conid have 
been stronger evidence produced? But whilst the noble 
1 rd rested so much’ 6n the circumstance that his convie- 
tion was not suppofted by any evidence but bis own ad- 
miission, he had st.fl cndeasoured to maintain that there 
bad been nothing blanicable in the transaction, as he 
wished only -to’ bring his friend into parliament, that he 
micht have his assistance in their common department. 
That stafement wis sufficient alone to shew that these 
reselu(r ns ought to be passed. If thé noble lord could 
pervert bis official patronage for the paryose of bringitie 
a frend into pailiament, that was, in his mind, a heayy 
offence, such, as he was convinced, as that Honse would | 
consider no other heavier, The right honourable gentle. 
man hat complained ‘that the hon vurable gentleman on 
the floor (Wr. W Smith) had made an allusion to the 
_ transactioss, in which the noble ford bad'been concerned 
at the time of the union. He could not see avy hardship 
in such an allusion, when the noble lord and his friends 
Jac so much stre-s upon the purity ‘of his motives: It 
was natural,'in answer to such a defence, to refer te trakis- 
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avtiens;tbat would shaw that, such pprity of motives could 
not jeasiyy bay ippyte”d to that, noble lord. Tt niga be 
Qrgad, peajst him as a wap! ef candenur, but he coyld’ nott 
qan¢ral, ttrat, he,«lisl, not, give, the nobje Jord mych credit’ 
fu purity, of, map issn Jie shpuld still continue to. watcle 
with. that jaundiced.or jaaloys eye, which had heen some, 
times inpu‘edta hig,.34, the cand uct of: the noble lord : 
and :having caught him in. one, instance, tripping, he . 
sbdakl therefore sealonsly. nbseyxe his futyre measures. It 
had, been,.cquteaded, that the offence in this instance was 
not.as, heingus as the taking a bribe at an election; buf 
the, House woukd never, by. itg vote uppy the present ques+ 
tion, sanction. the opinion, that it, was ready always to 
punish the.petty. gffenders in retail, at the same time that it 
gasedover this wholesale trade in corruption without 
asimalyersion, The noble Jord had stated, that if the 
tranmeltions, had procegded, he would have taken care 
that aope.buta proper person should be appointed. But 
dhe Jaw.,does not, allow. any man,’ however proper, to be 
Piemoted,.for a bribe. , Yet, had not the noble lord 
Pointed out the.particylar political principles which his 
sproper-pexspa was .to eptertain? Had he not described 
{the, gounretions,. and mentioned the support tbat was to 
-be.expected from him and ihem? . Would the connection 
-of any,gentlean, who, in the performance of his duty in 
-that.House, should oppose the noble lord, have been a 
proper pexsan,. according to his idea of such a one as he 
ehould (leem a fit object of his patronage? It was this _ 
gras partiality jn. the selection of objects, and the, still 
.grosser motives that guided, the selection, that he looked 
apenas the, most’ dangerous circumstances in giving to 
aug minister the unlimited disposal of the patronage they 
‘. se... Every thing, therefore, shewed how necessary 
it, .was ta pass he .resalutions of the noble lord. Some 
geotlemen bad taken .occasion, and very prvperly taken 
‘.ogcasion ja this discussion, to make some observations 
_ mpon the secessity of a parliamentary reform. - His own . 
Mpinign ppon.: that subject, was well known, and he was 
.eonviaged that nothing could tend, mare to shew the ne- 
‘ gaavity af sucha measure, than if that House should pass 
- from these resolutions to: the orders of the day. _In sup- 
siparting ithe ,resolations, he was certainly most disinte- 
«rested: ; because he was, most sincerely a friend to reform. 
Beskould be bappy to see reform brought forward by his 
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a ‘ So me wee WED f°? yaa 
166 smwrantranpyrimy Giciewes, - «fowl 
thokenty’s: riinistere,: hokatise- ie 'aaeh' Wants HE WORRT GE 
Haductive of as tench pood av Wuilld wprthg OP Mischwer 
rh the blind -resismree' to practical réform ‘pr 
fees y other quartet: “He woul! parttéulatly, the 
} réfeice to sedis nidjest}’s thintidters Brink ary 
plar‘of seform) which woutlt dowd with ethéd froHt' 
al be received with gratiade: by the: pebple.” Ph 
. Ade uf: the ndceskit P of a retorvth ‘1 parliariciit Was" ¥ 
sthi eo general; the only-differente prevaffitig ‘upon! 
striyject bemp only as tothe precise plan, -(Hht Some refo 
must necesshrily ‘take place’ This tis ‘partitularly" des 
strable at ‘this time; wich: Commlttces’of that Hd wee 
eVéry day bringiug to’ light sbnees tenth were etfed ° 
fiom view; when thé weilsht‘of the taxes were daly th De 
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egualled by the severity of their coflectiOn 5 whth ¥ ; 
was granted liberally was ox pended’ protigatty's nbd bpd’ 
there apptared no disposition t ‘rettench antiecesstry ‘bx. 


penditore. Undersuch' cirtemptances a'téform! was efsene” 
tially necessary, and at suet a erément he repr that”. 
any gentleman of: such respeetability' ss ghe hondlvable': 
gtiitleman, and: who had rendeted Much lip rat ber viRes 
téo in the various Committees of ‘that’ Hotise, shold Kave™ 
spoken of a ‘class of the pery le OF thts ‘country! in Sucb'a® 
manner, that, with all his‘respect for him, he inst say, he |, 
had gromly misrepresented theny, : ‘Bilt tfre hatdurabie” 
‘gentleman said, that: the‘noble- lord ought nov'td' He! pid”: 
nished, because the offence had ‘not been‘completed: But" 
the question was not then a question ‘of punishment. | ‘AMS 
that was proposed was, to guard against ‘his:majes' 9s ini-” 
nisters future conduct: it was only proposed th provided, - 
that similar effects should not in twure aylsé' from ¢fnilar’ 
causes : and the more especiaHy,‘us it had been thaf night” | 
admitted and arguec on their side; that thé ‘corrupt bude” . 
- of patromige in support of administration was riof bEAfe-” ’ 
able. It behoved that House to shew ‘to the publit that? - 
it Was no1. inaltentive toits Interests; and to guard is awit* 
character from the imputation that whikt # punished petty’ 
offeiders in detail, it wis reludtont to itflict the: saiiie” 
unishment upon an offendidg ‘minister: Was not the? | 
Fymouth tinman’s case in the recollection 6f the Houses * 
and with such an example before ‘their eyes,’ coaftd they ‘ ” 
hesitate to vote tiie resolutions against the ndtle Tonl?'' | 
Complaints had_beea vented against the press, but if men’ ' ™ 
ofvank would do their duty, they might bid defiance to‘ 
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thm . Krwew ridt Weir mk, bot the viess that 
Brrahad the anima dversions:nf the. press, which wowld 
eyar-ppdeady fo.pay (he tcdbate.of its.ad aration (0 thet, 
j wy V ene. § Aa fenga. ee gacorink ices toe to! 
ayour{o pat. aat:tha.eyesiof the mation, that it may 
Rpt at) them2, Jnithis thinking, thie wationgi, (bis: 

, NE CRURAT Hy they had bit ta do the daty, and tb 

a me the approbation of thalr. eountryzsen, 
pf ryforun shquid be propesed, be besought ¢he: 
fhe tg. etertain it with demper, and abstain from alt. 
im pas ano AieaGeedion ta. thae: whe may propose ity‘. 
aa Want: detain the, Hous Jogger, : but should most™ 
infty, vpte far the rraolniéens of the goble lord. : 
1-Mr-, Aokustone: was inclined te adopt ibe course recome- 
eddy an honourable member (Mr. Bankes) on the 
oppesite. side. A meitiunsegume he cogeidered to be prev 
1} many accoyats. «., “ 

ur, ia Lascelles sail, the orime imputed to the noble 
lord ag not dissimilar to.0 political affence committed by 

Jate Mr, Pitty fur which parliament granted bim an 
indemnity. He could .not vote far the resolutions, ds they 
Hmapawsd A censure dispropostioned to fhe orime. Still he 
was gf apninion that the-transactio: was of sech 4 ayture 
as not to be ppssed over with total impunity. 

Ar. Windham elt it necessasy.to explain his retsone | 
fx e vote hesbpuld.give, qr rather for.the vote that he 
should pat give. ..Neither the.qriging resolutions, nor the — 
mation made by a-noble Inrd onthe other side, were such 
as io induce bim,ta give his. wpport to either. . He contd 
not agree that they should pes to the.auler of the dty, as | 
if w nid ea pee them: to rascenstryction. Qa the othe’ — 
hag the regqlutions-af. bis noble friend were too-strone — 
and disproportioned -te the offence. Two- courses lay: 
open ;, either. to vote for neither, of to vate against ‘both. - ” 
The m t regular. way would be 1o-eppa-e the motion fer © 
the order of (he day,. for ‘he. purpose. of pursuing thé me- 
diup, course, that was proposed... The House, in giving 
their deciainn,. were called ty in bis opiaion, to dis- 
tingnish hetween. the act anh the offeider. Showld they 
pass fo the order of the day, be feared it would be re- 
garded as.an jmpligd.apprehatiog of the principle. He 
would. adinit that. any attaek an the privilezes of -that 
Honpe ar the, fread: pusty of: elections, was a 
very, fair gad fit abject for patlementary cognizance. 
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He would be glad to know how far the principle wan to 
be carried? Whether it was to apply fo.any man int 
encing or endeavouring to influence a.vate, or procure’® 
seat under certain circumstances, or whether it was megnt 
to limit it to ministers? He fea his noble friend had 
taken his principla too wide. -If he meant that it should 
be declared criminal in any-man to endeavour to obtain. 
seat in that House uader these circumstances with whic 
they were all acquainted, that would embrace much more 
than this motion. There was not a ; lace in the kingdom. 
that sent meinbers to parliament to which, with perhags 
the exception of Old Saram, it would not apply. | When 
they were called upon to cendemwn so violently (he noble 
ford, they would do well to: ask themselves whether the 
would hesitate for the purpose of securing an election A 
yecommend.a friend to government, From the evidence, 
it did not appear that the offence imputed to the noble 
was even inchoate in intention. It was certainly tne. 
cumbent on the House to give an opinion: on the trans- 
action, but not too strong an opinion of the man. If cer 
tainly was not the igtention of tbe noble person, from what 
he could collect, to put a person in this place to answer 
an imptoper purpose. An honourable member (Mr. 
Bankes) had been accused of calumniating classes of {he 
people, and he had been. called upon to name those, who, 
‘ander the mask of reform, were endeavouring to subvert 
the constitution. Now though there might be no dif- 
ficulty in naming indjviduals, there might be a great deal 
_in naming classes. But it was notorious that there were 
many hundreds, and he feared thousands, and, tens of 
thousands who speculated upon a change. Some of these 
might be influenced by worthy motives; he had no doubt 
‘there were others with different views, who wished to 
' throw all into confusion,.and take their chance, ns it is’ 
called. Some were hostile to this; some to that. Others 
were So extravagant, that they were only doubtful where 
to begin, and what todo. But he trusted that whatever 
government was iu the country, would be strong and firm 
enough to resist. The moment a single brick was taken 
out of the building on this principle, the entire ruin of the 
edifice must soon follow. Such reform. would ineyitably . 
terminate in revolution. As to parliamentary reform, he 
never saw any change that was proposed which had either 
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common sgnse or practicability to recommend it. - 
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‘=: A Whilb reat moved that the resolaticn passed by thre 
Ffou-e it 1790'be read. ‘(The substance of it was, tht 
dt was Nigtily criminal th any minister to ase the patréng| 
Of tits office for the purpose of interfering with the priv- 
“‘feges of that Heiuse. | é called on any man in the House’ 
“86 Tay tis hand on Ris heart and declare whether the 
“‘pifenee with which the notsfe ford was charged did not 
‘Some under that resolition: If it dfd, was it possible to 
Pk to the otder of the day, after the confession which 
ey Weard from the noble lord, after his pathetic appeal 
“to thetr feelings, after he threw Himself in Fact upon thefr 
merty 2) He’ certainly had not much Prejudice In favour 
of the political epinions of that nobte lord; but there was 


| “gomhething fn fis manner'df leaving the House that abm‘et 


wholly disarmed hiin. Bul the offence wis one of tfc | 
avest kind. What was Hamlin, the foolish tinman's 
offence? What was that of Beasely, who was new under 
rosecntion fot offering o bribe to the Duke of Portlan''? 
Could it be said that their offences were as enormous as that 
“of which the noble lord had’ confessed him-elf guilty ? . 
A learned gentleman (Mr. Croker) fad talked about the 


‘ paaction of precedent as if it were a common practice to 


barier writerships fer seats {a pattinment. hen sych 


practices were thus alluded to, and brought within the 


nowledge of parliament, ft was impossible they could 
abstain from passing a marked censure on them. In this 
‘Enstancé it was impossible not to adopt his noble friend’s 
yesotution, or one of the same tenor. They had betore 


' then “ ccafilentem reum.” The noble tord acknowledged 


the justice of the accusation brougtit against him. Tord 
Castlereagh acknowledged that he ptaced a writership at 
the disposal of his friend, to enable hit fo obtain a seat 


in partiamnent; Eord? Clancarty acknowledges the fact; 


the Chancefior of the Exchequer admits that it is a great 
nolitical offence, and how, after these admissions, wis it 
possible to pass to the order of the dny? What, uider 


* these’ circumstances, were they to do? Why, save the 
* charactet of the House; for if theg did no‘, the House 


was #one! His right honourable friend had exctaimed 
e did not believe there was any considerable body of 
men in this country who wished to subvert it. The 
geopie cdltectively were attached to the crown; they were 
pitached te the person of the reignitig ‘nfonarch, and 
Yo. IlI.— i809. Z ‘ 


ogane ‘the activity of the énemiés of the constitution. 


. 
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nothing but the egregious misconduct of his ministers, ion. 
tose nbont him, could alter ‘that Attach men , He woul 
admit that reform was more ‘popular new tham it. Was 
sam¢ years ago. The rash and il] considered) wegsynas efit 
the last twenty years had maile, many gonyeris ty ; 
teform: The rejection of. the motign made peeey 
would create many, and in proportion as the pews should. 
fly, if parlinment to its indelible disgrace,, shank, ect, . 
the resolutions proposed, converts would ineyeese.,. [fibers 
House would look back to the history of hi iy 
tions, they would admit that they might hava been. stopped, | 
at the commencement by concessigns the most sri al 
He wished to, see reform commenced in that House ;.and.,, 
he feared they must reform deeply if they did nat reform, 
soon, He wauld sit down in the confident expceatatian / 
that parliament would do its duty. . ye 
Mr. Secretary Canning agreed with what had, fallea: 
from an honaurable gentleman on the ather side of, the. 
House, that the character af the House was more to be 
attended to than the character of any individual whats 
soever. He perceived, however, that every gentleman 
who had spoken, entertained a duc sense of the manner 
in which his noble friend had conducted his defeyce,, and 
did not wish to press any scvcre sentenge upon him. 
They might then take into their consideration, that, the 
intention of the noble lord was never carried into execu- 
tion, and that it certainly would have been retracted,. if 
the noble lord had afterwards come to learn the chagacter 
of the person, and the circumstances of.the offer; He, - 
therefore, in voting for the orders of the day, by no meang 
thought that the House thereby wonld pronounce that the 
case submitted ta them was not of very serions importance, 
but that the voting for the other orders of the day was, 
according to parliamentary usage, a way of shewing that 
the House had taken the case itd its consideration, and 
that-having weighed all the circumstances, they ‘did not 
think it necessary to come to any criminating' resolutions.’ 
In order however to express this opinion gore clearly and 
unmistakeably, he would rather wish that. instead of the 
orders of the day, a resolution should be substituted, de- - 
claring that the House saw no regeson for a criminating 
resolution. | - 
| Mr. Tierney wished rather to be lenient than severe 


towards Lord Castlereagh ; but when. so much hadbeed 
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sah- ‘abit! thé ‘oreat candour. of hia defence, he muet' : 
sadurye ak in“his defence he had only repeated what he. 


hae?’said before the Comite, and it must be recollected 
tha “tHe fact ad ‘been’ fully proved agajnst Lord Castle 
rédeh Wihd Conimittee Px the.evidlence of Lord Clancarty 


antl ers, Before Lor 7 erase la had hitnself been. 


exif ed.” "He did nog seg {hat it was any mitigation ta 
“ay Ue Castlereagh had, been so particular about 
t 


fithess 6f The’ person fgcommended, AS those writer--” 


ships were ally Ys riven to ya, and the son of achimney- 
ste Her mfeA be just as fit as the son of a nobleman, if he 


had ‘interest’ th' vet a tecommendation. As the. fact wag ; 


ndt'onty EehbT proved,’ but confessed, he could not see 
hdW the 'Hotsd’ contd avoid ex ressing its. displeasure. 
Wren thé Aoltsd brdered’ Mr. Davison to be prosecuted 
for a lesser offence, with respect 1o corrupt influence at 
eléttions; te contd nof'see how, with any shadow of im- 
partial Justice, whéy ‘could come to such a resolution as 
was'propused by the honyurable secretary. : 

Lord A. Plamilion, in his reply, denied that he meant 
to‘Fripute to Lord Castlereagh any knowledge of pecue 
nidty advantage to be gained by the business. He. also 
madeé‘explanations with respect to’what he had ‘stated 
concetning the Marquis of Sligo. : 

At d'fdte ‘hour thé House divided on the original 
motions — 

Ayes, 187. "Noes, 216.—Majority 49 against it. 


- ‘THe entlery Was hot re-opened to strangers, and the 
Houwsé short ly “afterwards divided on Mr. Canning’s 
amendment.“ :°* 


Ayes, 214, ' Nocs,'167.—-Majority 47.—Adjourned, 
“" <" HOUSE OF LORDS.- 


“ .. WEDNESDAY, april, 26. 

Ehair jordships, afier speeches from thé Chancellor and 
Lord. ,Redesdale, afirmed the decree of chancery, in fa- 
vous.,pf, the minor canons of St. Paul’s, against the 


parish of Gregory, with (upon the motion of Lord Redes- 
Male),.1501, qosta.-r Adjourned. 
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. Qe.thp: motion of Sir- Bamuel Romilly, the report of 
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) wa amendment bill was! LAKH teh donigs 
tie beslirn pt lawa AMAENG, +H thelr. a ; t,t 
rauon» apron and, the HME, Greed ito . ‘ fr 
end read the thigd timeog Fypidéyg. as 
Mr. Paynell wished ia kaow” fro niln}stets wh 
it.was. (heir intention 19 comply, with the clainns of this 
petition and sexeral ether Nes Me ite Dublin police 
establish mei, for.compen ion. | it it was thicirintémtiof’, 
be should thing it extremely unjigt towatds the’ pubtic’; 
fon, i€ the allegations of thage tjfionets “were frat 
hey had competently, perfor edt eir duties ‘an er the 
aysiem. without Complaint, there appara ud feisond wh 
. should. not be continued ander 1A¥ iew 
- persans-should continne to receive sineBure salaries for' life, 
sof 5008. a ycat each, instead of contihulhg fo perform 
those dutics for which they were competetit, while, for fo 
ailer apparent reason than to'create patronage for gdveth- 
meant, fifteen other persons, with new salarics, were to be 
appointed in their places, and throwa as an additional 
burthen upon the country. a 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer said; the propet time 
to discuss the subject would be in the Committee t¢ whom 
the petitions were referred. | 8 
x. Rose moved for leave to bring in a bill for regulate 
ing the trade with Martinique. co a 
. Moarryait expressed his surprize, that when ade- 
. viation so great froim the general colonial system was pros 
_ posed, none of his majesty’s. ministers had thought proper 
_ to.commanicate to the House any reason for such devia- 
tion; he considercd the price of sugats would be equally 
'. affected, whether those from Martinique were aduiitted 
- only for exportation oy far home consumption also; and 
not allowing the inbabitants of that island the privileges 
of other British colanies, might create disaffection, and 
was contrary to the spirit of the proclamation of our 
commander. . Hs 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer defended the meastre, 
and contendé.!, that the restrictions proposed to the Mar- 
tinique trade would be beneficial to our own colanits, and 
was not aware tha. any proclamation bad been issaedl, of 
which this regulation would be aa infringément. He pros 
fessed his readiness to discuss the measure on a futureday, 


_ Mr. Jacob remarked, that the proprietors of West India. 
estates bad always shewn a great degree of tenacity to main- 


thew, or WHY! £5 - 


and only wished at present for leave to bring in the bil. 
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$pyt.i dad nat, pReattheis proc uce would be mach affected, 
whatever regulations miglil pi adopted with- respect to 
my) ue. fH Ag, yy en rlaincd a prejudice on the 
Qne hay g ANA We yh vilants of Martinique on the other 
Jina the bysiv, s of (the ‘Flonsé to Iegislate impartially 


bewten, trem... Ile ‘tell it impossible not to lament the 
ssalion af gur owp polonies, he property of whioh was 
yapresiated in 4 moat ruinous degfee. 41t woutd be no 


samal. allevation to. they if the importation of Preach 
Drandics ere yrohibited : this would inerease the eon- 
cqumpfign of rum, its natural substitate and the production 
gli qur.onw: colonies. Brandy was by no means a. necese 
eup.of fife, and by allowing its consumption we were bee 
wehting the enciny, tle gave govermuent credit for their 


fal termipation (y prohibit its importation, but their views 


were.in pa gicat measure frustrated by the licences now 


onnien ide, circulated in different parts of Europe, and of 
“which a ae celal traffic was mate. . pes 


oy AE, Rose, .inthe present stage of the business, was wil 


ting, ta .wave the. discussion of Martinique sagars, but 
denied any assurance being’ given to the inhabitants that 


. the island should, in all respects, be in the same situation 


as other British colonies. He asserted, that no-ticenees fot 
the importation of French brandies had been granted tor 
the last six or eight months, except in circumstances of 


eg banbship, when the brandies had been paid for 
. O¥ 


fish subjects | and that even under those circum 
maaces, nane had been either granted or renewed lately, 
wor would they in future. - 

. Mr. Herner contended, that the sale of licences had 
been cacried to a great extent, and was an evil that much 
reqaired correction ; that he did not altogether disapprove 
of, making a distinclion between Martinique and our 
other colonies, but it was of importance to ascertain whee 


. 


_ ther. any promises to the contrary bad bven held out by 
. @ar. commanders. | 


Mr..Ba.ing coincided ‘in opinion with Mr. Marryatt 
aud Mr. Jaceb, in respect to placing the sugars of Martini 


-, quewon ihe same footing as those trom our own islands, 


2 q 


~ 
@ a 


r, 


and, condemned the abuse which exi-ted in respect tu 


_dicences, He regretted that at a tine when it was thought 
, Mecessary fur government to interfere so much in affairs 
206 epemerce, the board of trade was filled by noble lords 


Uy 


jaca ARORA. et ihe, supply of the British islands, and 
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‘atid learned lords, and not by mien of practical chmmérciat 
habits.: ; rot Utogte fer Tabi ho’ ‘ ie ar 
_ Aftar:a: few wuirds bf eieplenation ford "Mr. "Perceval, 
Mr. Rose, Mti-Harney,'an “*Gtactil Tatfeton, leave was 
given to bringina bill.’ pre tpl -Dibe vers aks 


aloo ct jay 


pk Pte a ath BP oeeqrpn cea ee 
Adjourned: Cea bale te vitor oa cyee Vege ded vill aly Ic 
e . o . ‘ . “,t Seria jofsede iy! rf aie he “7 
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_ “Mr, Abercrombie tore.to:mekaithe:mdtion of ahich He’ 
had, given notige, relative to the peneval orders tsstied LY 
General Sir John. Maoxe.at Sadamanca, &¢;: in Spain. "Flis”’ 
sole object in moving for thebe papers’ was, "that the” 
character of that gallant. and. bishly lamented : officet ° 
might appear in its true colours: He did not apprehend © 
there could be any objection.to this motion; and’ shdakl " 
therefore mention the papers, vis. copies of the géneral’ 
orders issued on the 25th of ctober; 11th of November, ' 
‘and 23d, 27th, and 30th of December, = = «= * =. * 
Lord Castlereagh said, -he-should: be sorry ‘to tefase any” 
papers which might be thought necessary to vindicate the 7 
character of the gallant officer aladed to ; bat he mutt" 
‘resist the motion; frst, because the: exccntive goverttr 
ment could not comply. with it. MNo'such papers were ia |, | 
his office, nor did he know where they were, extépt they — 
might be in possession of the adjutant-generad in Spaitt, — 
In the next plaee, he thought it a‘ seribas question of pris" 
dence whether such papers augbt:to-be calied for, as the © 
orders of gencrals to the agmy-under their command were)" 
conveyed in a tone which might be necessary to keep up _ 
discipline, and might not: parhaps be quite consonant ‘to — 
the feelipgs of. the House, and should not therefore be 
-roade public. os 
General Tarleton said, that if the noble lard wold refer 
‘to the adjutant-general, he would: easily find where''the |’ 
papers moved for were. As to the other objection to the | 
tone of gencral orders, and their not according with the |" 
feelings of the House, he thought it very futrle.: They * 
-were always clear and concise, and se far not consonant’? 
-with the long speeches in that House ; bat if thore moved"! 
for were. supposed neceasary to clear up‘any: doubts as tip”?! 


ot lg 
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thd cbniluct of the can and lamented officer alluded to,’ 
t ought e¢rtajuly to be ptaduced. .He should'theic-. 
metas he salon the Howse ran. the qiestian.. « i a 
“Br. Abercrombie said, that ag, contéary. tohis expectis: 
tion, his motion was opposed, he would beg the ‘attention 
of the House while he briefly stated his reasons for making 
it, and why he thought the objections af no wejght against 
it. As to the firsé, i¢ Wot! -be easy for the order of that 
House to he directed to. the:adjutaat general, and if he bad 
not the papers, then to the adjutant-general of the army 
in Spain. With respeet‘td the second objection, of ihe 
wot it addressed to the: House, it made, be thought; 
rather in favour of tha motion ¢ there could not, certainly 
be,apy- objcct. which the Hoase ought more to.wish the 
knowledge of: than ihe state of the discipline of the army. 
Ag to the gallant office. who.is the object of the motion, 
he (Mr. Abercrambie) wns:sure: that brave general never 
wrote or expressed a sentiment relative to the army under 


his. cemmmaod, which be'-would not have published and | 


wished to be known to‘the whole world. It was very 
well known that a considerable aturm Kad gone abroad re~ 
gpecting the disorder and want ‘of discipline in the army 
under the cammand of Sir John: Movre, which had shewn 
itself particularly in the retreat from Sahagun to Corunna, 
and that this .want.of discipline was not owing to General 
Moore. Naw-if those erdera were matle pubfic, they 


would shew plaioly. and clearly that the fault was not 
If 


with him. the noble. ford meant these orders should 
not, he known, ta the ‘public, and if it were true, as the 


noble lord had admitted, that every thing had been done 


tone pf 2 commanding offices being different to what it. 


~y 


by Sir John Moore. in tha retreat from Sahagun to Co- | 


ranna,, that,could have been done bythe ablest gencral. iri 
any scrvjcc, then-ihe arguments arvounted to this, viz. that 
you must not hurt the feelings of the army, but you may 
sacrifice tke hoaaur and chasacter of the officer who coin- 
manded.. If any: thiag had been done by the gallant 
officer, alluded to, which was at all faulty, it was entirely 
eving ta ministers; and as be had, unfortunately for the 
coupityy fallen a sacrifice tothe situation in which he bad 
beeg placed by them,.or by their adhcrents, it was ex: 
tremely hard. to sacrifice his character, as well as his life, 
to screen (bemgelvese The whole of these orcters hud been 
published in the newspapers, ang if sefused, thet Howse 
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ted heltite ou) plrasdaninbled they) vend wallet nae) 
istteds Sewiatrped , sak etios the woos : 
Ad latventaMofliedshiduppromlt aiolpers on: the 
of that oid souls than dd Get icehl ahbeec! ondend, Wap 
re duly wiry’ of eedunaltys dheakling, it Cromt: the dems 
Waite weld Otte vwleerlsoongared oranda oi riride aed of 
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fered foait sol Rote OM gel fe bt Peewee wf 
year ia septal 13a 440hoes) iol 9 1 FRo fey 
; ie poke ot toak, ect, teal trey. th risty ny at gh Hh tet tA 
dar ~~: t 1 POR RE BS RATES Be, i “oo! nan Y fot 
1 sile. Bdew ite meedae $49 sUelion of whigh j + on 
given neice, adaid ed ion Yeo ad nf Beco byy, Me. 
Frere wrote ion Sir John Mowe apeutionsng Ae. Hiapony 
_ of the people: of Madviduie. defarnk dig. pceyaRg.+%- 
uesting Sir John Maare dhs i salen prea 
This letter he dispatched, hydra repangna fraupael 
Moore received it on that Denpapbet. 1, Reh kK ¢ 


abs oe Et 


the same time ¢ dispatah from the J yntaol Madsid,ywme 
was the paperof-whichy-by hia nptiqny pr wished Jp Rae 
- poopy laid befire the Houses ot. ab beast se. Buch of yi 
= might wiih gafely be, f 1, , ‘ beige dno 
5. Ht had becn dntimatesl fo him. hy the sight bayou rise 
| seordtary (Mr, Canniug,) that ministers, bad not, cssesaign 
_ of this papers he-bappeseds however, to have bimsell a 
_ eaarect agpy of it, and woukl, with lcave of the Boyes 
1 xead it.as a parte! hisispeeck, which he did, and 4 pare 
ported. tobe a dispatch trom,.the Junta of Madrid, deied 
's $d December, signed Castel Franco aad Don. Thojpas 
- Morla; and stated to Sis, John Moore, ‘* that Castanos 
_ -was adyaacing to. Madrid with an anny of 29,000 men. 
that: 10,000 men, or anaiher arny,, were alga on their 
masch to Madrid—that the people were. delermined,to 
gefeud it, and they had.ng.bing (9 fear from the Frengh, 
and concluded by pressing Sip John Moore to advance 
with his army.to join and support that wader Castangs.” 
Oo that very day it was 19 be observed, Don Thomag 
Morls had an interview with the French eneral, the Duke 
of Isirin, aml on ibe very next dey. the French tayk ; quies 
posession gf Madrid. Whether Merla acted {rgm ignes 
yance, or treachery, he could. not have employed a betiet 
~ jugtryynent than Mr, Frere’s letter. Thig dispatch had 
— enn regeiyed on the same.day as Mr, Freres, and there 
- Pas. vyery reaon Lo suppose it was istended to Juge ge 


, mora 


semen}, 97.) oven eeu. - -.:- HY. 
@enuni) Sieur d aed: histwiteld .asmy to theiz ria. That 
gptlicnl “gonna! 1 asd: becgived - ‘from hist majesty’s : 

: ‘to the-mqo 6f.Mr,: Frere and: 







representation; for by part dfn letter, whieh he wro'e ii: 
August, he refere to this dispatch of the Junta of Madrid, 
flid sdys, Re hall’ duthrell ‘Sit Deivid "Baled to fall back’ 
“Adtovbat.’*: Iht- was thierefeee of importarich td have 

d‘copy’ of ‘this Uispateh’. «The vettaming part of his ne- 
tidin -‘wedit be forthe: ettrnordindry correephridence be- 
tietn' Mr, Prere hid MriJokn Movie. He concluded by 

: 7 breve fov"* acorry of ntotter frbia ihe Jonta of Madrid 

' geftivial ‘to in-a'ietier éf Bir Sohn Moore to Mr: Frere, 
_Mabed'the:Gth of Devembed 108" 
Mr. Seeretany Earning said, he would restate what he 
Bee before int $16: tire Honourntle géntlenan, ‘that 
“QBhe pape¥ was not in the offite, ‘and could not therefore dé 

need. It seemed, the paper veal by the honsuratld 

Y Ferrer Wal's cony of that moved for, He did not 

“ ' Zoterrapt Bim in his speech, nor en him to eider for 

* reading it; xs: he tad been by aright honouratsid: gens 

: fleman opposite ona forner vocasion.. He ‘did not ‘mead 

_ toicdmny tain of what had been’ done, tut: shenld content 

himself with repeating; chat it was ret in: bis pewer'td 
rodnce'the paper moved: for:' Asto the other part‘of 

e'‘étion,'the papers ‘were ot in hie department. 6." 
| Mr. Féermey said, there-wad a great difference between 
> the tase of the predent'niotion and thatiathuled to by the 
‘sight’ honourable gentleman. ‘He had: wot called ins ho- 
nourable friend to'order, becausdhe had deve nothing that 
‘deserved #'> and when be cailctt the Tigi honourabhh gen: 
4léman to order on a former scceant it Wis not forreadimeg 
a copy of ‘any single docament, bat garbled exéfravts: of 
several docttments which were in his exclusive poavsesstoni, 
| ‘and-whici nb persch-on his ‘side of the House (Mr. ‘Per- 
) ney’s) had it in-his power tb -comrhditt ev reftitea: ‘He 
2 ghéaght the House was obliged to his kenoltirabfe friend 
for havitge brouehi forward: the’ motion... Mi» Breve had 
- either kept wy bad look-out, or been extremely ‘cretoldas’s 
"ait he boped if the right -honoarable geathe mau copie do 
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st, AY world ptodce the! fisbatoh ih qticitidh. -uatle: 
other papers were atet it diy depabtalimt; he shuld uty 
rlothing farther of them then Ub eh et Dot 
M?.° Se¢retary Canning in'txptetnition aiidy. therdie- 
atch alluded tp had been sett''By Bort: T.-Mortla from 
Martrid, from ‘that ‘prit'of’ the Janta KA iBere'{ bat‘Mr, 
Frere iad accompanied the. Junta when they left Madrid, 
‘and went to de lasRaita, to that Be might ver nothing 
‘of it. 1 » te A, dete be cron Site ak 
+ Lord! Henry Petty “cout “perfectly: cemspretiottl: fast 
“the dispatch might Ge sent- fom Madrid’; bud He fa 
thought the right honourable secretary hail attended to-all 
that had been said‘ by dis bondurable ftientd. ‘Phere were 
“two letters from -Mr. Frere; andthe! notion went:'to tlie 
dispatch accompanying thodé Nttérs, ee a 
rd Castlereagh said,‘ he wid riot in poustision of.any 
such information as that stated -by:Mrn. Edew. -He'debied 
expressly, that Charmilly had been sent‘itte Spain by: big 
recommendation, | _ ht 1? 
Mr. Whitbread stid, the motion ‘had prodused two 
things which had surprised him, the speech of the right 
bobkaorable Secretary, and to find that the noble dord mear 
him was still his colleague. The ‘noble lard continasd 
one of his majesty’s ministers; -but he should veosember 
that the sturdy dak frequently fell a sacrifice tothe storm, 
while the more pliant‘butrash bent beneath it in: security. 
' Lord Castlereagh nid, whatever liis-intention might be, 
the opinion of the honourable gentleman woutd' never 
have the least weight with him, © - °° 
The Chanceltor of the Exchequer. said, he belicvedt, 
that whatever might be the surprise‘of the honowmble 
gentleman opposite (Mr. Whitbread), it was confined 
solely to himself; and the conduct of the whole House 
hati evinced, that they thought’ his! noble friend ‘Had no 
intention whatever to act. contrary to the: privileges of 
the House ; and there was-not, therefore, any reason, why 
his noble friend should gratify tHe honourable gentleman 
by resigning. — So . 
General Tavteton said that he had heard: Buoni parte 
“Price called the child and champion of jacobinism, nowhe 
wotld call the ndble lord the child and champion of office. 
‘He wistied 16 relate a story of Colone! Charmilty whieh 
‘had céme to his knowledge, and which wonld: fend -f6 set 
‘that gentleman's character in a clear point of “vidW'tethe 


ABBE 870). tava ME VRARR Ms cae: 


’ olf kaibak. bee AKAM? With a, n Dever 
hom, this ran witty 


Pe. . » beewnay } 
Seatbelt AREY: Charmally 
ad unfairly won a syin of magagys Mr, Denyrensy iy 
~Pignent at sbis ixpaivenal, came, la him (General Tarlejon), 
shovhe dhe |hesrer od] a abablangen sr 8 te 
eet tie Bhaoek dalled the honourable .gentlestan /4s 
ebralenis Nob yo’ Seid ie wa Tor alte He tse ve bye bys t 
a Speaken:s was for the Hleyse tp consider,.as 
“tha name had been rmantioned, whether they should quiet 
sietlordenimeprieet n rbaractay aio had been: (nirodyced 
yatailesially; and coepecting of whom. ac: payticularnotige 
ihads hota aixdns : Ae ih | | 
somata Tartston said. be. thong it his daty to.detal 
aihenncedete, ianerder that dha character of Six Joba Moos 
might be effectually claaged» © © |... 7 Gy 
ronthenmetion was. here ead from the chain. 
Loidsianstal Tarkeon pracecdakrkt appeared tbat this 
,Golennl Ghaamilly das bepa the:bearer-at.the dispatch io 
‘Sir J. Moores he therefore came before the House in thgt 
jbeind of raititagy: diglewaticnehasacter. Now. when this 
sGohone) Ghasailby wis chacged .with his conductuo My. 
; Devereux, what did-bedo? Why, simply. denied exer 
theding: played! with ! Mig. Dat ail. The Dysingss..was 
imbt-preeceded ia, owing 49 tbe interference af a very.r¢< 
¢ man, the:Comptedc Vaaucleruil, yho represen ig 
_ the total suia:in wabich it napat javolve Cologel Charmilly. 
-fiaach: was: German whom Maz, Frere chase ta anfhorise to 
1 nates fone: with, Sig Juba Moore. ves Foy. 9 
Mr. Whitbread and Mr...Ganning, mutpally explained ; 
isttesvahiah jhe mojioa wasspat.and negatived withonta 
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~The Hapae baxing, resgived itself. intoa Committee, 
. Mr. Huskisson stated, that. according to'an agreeroent 
= qutexes into, in the year 1797, it was stipulated that the 
spe pr ioiots, af newspapers shauld be, allowed 12 per cent. 
duty on stamps, provided they were restricted in the, sale 
apeé dleic papers to (he price; of, six pence, They were to 
be allowesl this discount, prosided the . price, did nog cixe 
eabave.,sixepeace ;, but. if ait did, the discount was dascan- 
ehinwed. 1, iis agyeomen|, at the time it wag .made, was 
; -Je8t, ; for hho, ox penacs attending the publication, were 
“ RnaaRReURAlG. $0, the: Tesixiclion, , Since {het , period, 
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Aomever! owing. Id the: baeiiao papa; the ‘haldulenal ete 
ded of tabeury aridid vastiety-of bthoscidcmmutuhede ;:t0a 
rit ts-wore ‘mnt ndeqyate ts thd chpbndttite.b-N 
siltely. thoa-dewhl vote jukt' now towontimud en a fetovin 
wabich had been mute ainler wens Peietent -cltdumstAnee 
(franz idee steW iextetings-: wel meades were grapes ta 
order to mecé-the psesent ciroumstendes:: ‘The firse was} te 
take wf thé di ralthgether; ardoalbew the propetdtors 
fi! piupeles |4e eth st dhode: own! prices; the otlian aay} 1 
ene the himitsof tieldiseodat: tho lniter: method Wail 
‘ie ibn preferable) for thdagh the dohseq senda hiochdd 
po gonbt, would ae raisin she privciop Weer ers: ene 
if- penny icothy stilt this\wokkt aot: plno -propridiors 
ad as preeporocs 4 siunltten; dwing' eee addition bet. 
ponses, as they were in in the yyar-t¥97 ,' when eu 
ment was first made.: In the yeat 189%, nn additional ddty 
‘bad been laid on paper; and of: course ah -alleidndl) lie 
‘gount.was allowed ; but the-duty saving ‘beh repaid, 
the additional discount: wasale taken di: Hethen movil 
-that “4 leave be given to bring in whit inorder canta 
the ‘97th of Geo. 111, telating to the tcutrictions ow 16H4- 
“papers.” Dos an ne rE 
+ Mr. G. Jokistone was: satprided at. the wotion which 
*had ‘been mail. -He had rather ex posted that theun- 
spouat would be taken: off ‘entinely, and Ahat the: prtee 
-shoulel vemain as it:tt prieentis. . Variouwg cirdunetpntes 
‘goncnrred to sliew, that) ne wapaper propricters consitterdl 
‘they! had a good:'tende of it: « Kor: tastanes, a tpaper baad 
‘beon Iately set-up, which thought proper to extéad ituelf 
-fsorn: fuur (tbe usual. namber.-of .colaams)) te five: 6d. 
done. . Jt was, -in his opinion, impossible thatithe side 
fof ake -arficles should be ineréased, unless the value éf . 
jd: rose én propartion, We did not sec then, df this wis 
the'tast, why this ‘additional encoutagement' vhould ‘be 
‘mivén, Ooo 4 ree me dee bear yt er G ty 
ey Huskizson :eaid, ‘that: he: for ‘4s: part: iwduted the 
‘glad‘to takd off the’ tliscdunt ‘wltogetiver):. and lgave the 
‘restfiction in price’ to tlre frir efforts oficum petition?! He 
“wad sure; however! that the immediate-cffeet’ of \thad 
“would be, the Tactense of the’ price:to seven. pened." | With 
ircapect to’ tite objection of ‘onc: paper hawiad vdistd tive 
noowber -of ite ‘columns td-five, - the-veqsen‘of that argaif- 
‘pose: wis, that ite proprictors theeghtwuey skowld: ¢ 
Gy: the aililitional sumber of advertiscoremty;! dn w hicly thay 
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chief; nelné fat al papemiposbisted.:::| This cwas the eeeed 
Gare, : { i : wed) thes indavidubh paper, wv leech 
bron. tAsiblai¢ss by 81 bedgpofim artioncarss 30 tuk 
Gbinfigi te :seckrertioemen wo: Tag great: !dwidemod of “the 
duribvaniof itive pest sitihiom was; | that-dreragyragdte:ndimber 
af fotos ore was. bed: itufPased since 1707. .- Dhis war 
Siinowwnibtiie hesbiadecasturtied from thd remmistindarn 
of was!echp dino) thylin num bes'ef.addniobeal 
Gepominations-dé papery hast boen intel y eatablishgd; bug 
aliiic eis dks atively séchoesthbidsh met wis: otdem 
baat thatisd pe dotieny, ianibilind! béeh. ofteg followgl by 
wrk horton tse, Teer te bh way td Hifeea o el wil 
ero ban Geantear | of\the it wehadadt,: sadd, it, wes, very 
éryd shat du adslitlooal pubs rad papers anere-centinually 
appoebitieyy but Vise: papers iware : got ‘diaraal prints, 
hich sacuneed megeatrily « wery Lewry expense in their 
Misttiohmenis, but-aueok| pack. two days a week papers, 
{Sie Smuld.ilean . sheisnintelligaice ‘tegm the daily pa- 
IPAS, Without havingato  piry- the sources from whence. it 
wdsnderiteh sal codmer thovedroumstaace ‘of . their ap- 
mepacc ough: not tet wiljjate: agaist the: daily pa 
whieh gaye to them .much of its advantages, white.jt 


-_ 


dstild not! -auteni any‘ of: ie oxponecs: . ‘Ike piper which — 


shasty datentied: ite, caluman to Mine’ a5 a daily paper, . it 
$008) totes: birt then, ia ardep: ta :sippart itsclf; t.was 
Aonpellah ta puditinh at. an eer) y: lous, wirich early pul 
then tion neenssanidy ynevautes. it frons pasticipation.in the 
walturecs-@f difoemaiden Tomiwhich oth. pipers derive 
reaclweali hein intesed 3 for inbtuuce,-it was notable fully 
tO Pive iatelliqunve of  what.wos passing “in that Jlow 

de atippristed:.theogmsent measure fran an absolute cod 
isigiine of titedipbicg audi its pulicy, for surcly :it would 
kotobe equitatle-dy ikerp newspaper proprictars to the 
‘ai righ hilation: os. tetior wf an.agreamen', when the fouri- 
dation on which such agreement stood had sunk. . Wipy 
sdhaslish@hegr dc neh orcted ‘id the sale ef their. piper, ‘when 
dhe vespetimcaltenigeg it drul. been .eatended? Papers 
shhich dasibeg weciety: vf edwertiseinedts mightiprogt by 
siejibib hetravesxdhecrewnlt of-anuch ikbeur aud a lenjr 


eal dBlish: promek wis.atall ovints. no.reason, wiry those 


thio had: fewer wipald anifen. A great mulplicity of 
were tou printed: in. this tawny but sack speou. 
teblaade wxwenwiy, hasrdow, and were often kogt 
ials ined @ babi wteureinseom-iou yng proizactyd hope wag 
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ta-navaral! <libinclisafia mn to Ulsplea® regutwed, ante bhiety 


mrentti tomer. are ab ane ane velo Or seacotg 
eke. question was then oputaad: agreed ta withowhp 
Givisionehh lop cote op fe pelts bles *§ dy tardy YF 
POE toe fly oy caf Gael aortett 
I eprige sane Baetaltow stan, 9 oT 
+ The Clppneedibtofi the | Deh i meved, ‘dee order of 
‘the: day.for, qe douse, resol ving deelf into a Gam mittee 
om the affitc:anle: prewentinnlBHH! a en ote ane 
On thr; mation for thei S peakbr denving! the Chdtr, zinc 
. Me. ‘Harner | capdtintdd -en , thé im propriny Sf lalla 
ing offers in:the! courts iofitaw to,beepme tn bentte.h: ‘ibs 
practice liad -besn - justly! reprobdtedi by abhyud ictéh 2 
racters, from Lord Kaimes,:-dosraiwarde::| The Commpitér 
of Finance in 1797 had disapproved of; tthe quetomy sind 
. had recommended strongly itsudtecattinuandda tothe - 
House. He merely threw this: out: ab-his.opinion,' ¢er- jee 
did not mean to make: any' specific thotien: on : the aul 
ject. ‘ an ‘| wad oti avery 
; The Chancellor of the Exchequer: agreed with -tho: hdr 
pourable and learned gentieniany that-the sibjeet towhich 
he hati alladed was déserving of cbnsitleration, ‘anch was 
of opinion that the House shoutd. come to-some resolution 
upon the question fh the present session. Ii -would- not , 
be right to proecedc further in-the present inatanve with> 
ont communication witli the conrtd, witha view to gu 
in any future imeasures, ‘existing rights and vested: 
yerty. In the dagt session’ he had given notice of his ies 
tention in the present to bring forward a ition tor 
the increase of the salaries of the-qraisne judge, and be 
- bed to state, that that wae:still his tetention. Heth 
it would also be right to iacrease the salaties.of the Welab 
gages, and of the chief justice of the Common Pleas, 
‘and of the chief baron of the Exchequer. - He had net 
bronght forward this measure at an earlier period of the 
session, because from the feelings whick. the rflentiun of 
it seemed to have excited, he dad not apprehend -aay 
Opposition to it when he sheukl- propose to,camry i¢-imo 
effect. But he trusted that the House wonld not think 
it_necessary to make any prevision reapecting the isale 
of judicial offices, before this regulation sheuld be adopt- 
ed, ‘but content itself with a resobution declaratory of iis 
intention to take up -that subject next segaien. . dn-.ihe 
‘exceptions, : thevefare,. ia the present bill, he ‘regnned 
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Gti! Chrted “fines should -He ihaladed;! and sliould not 
_ propose to delay one year the consideration of the ex: | 
doy of bwaidighsomt gemadition’ eapectine. them, 

if that delay could effect or interfere with the sdwinv- 
tration of justice. Buy , the, ofices, were purely minis- 
terial; and there were other judges in the different courts, 
ThesiesthobeJ-wha had tie dispotalhof theses dlaces,sund 
-svhorrcould docidd whether !the penons ep pointed: weve 
adequate and fit for th@ offices. - dttwad: matfer of sr 
prise, ‘(bal such. ploces shins} have: bean exeeptdd in'the 
-eotllofiEdward: Vieg bat, 2s thoy bod beer.sa‘lony ex- 
sedpled -frbrd the::apecktion of thut:aet, and allowed to 
gébd;: it woald: ndt ‘be just to'take awny the rivht of 
tisposing' of Itheny without due consideration, and an 
Indequate equivalent.: 
“T'My. Hemy Fhoraton observed, that in bis iden the 
‘siperation.of ,the bit cught:to be extended to sinecyres in 
the courts, and offices. sold Ivy persons holding such sine- 
cures, He did not know all the cases, or how many 
sideoures of that-descriptioln existed, but ie was confident 
dbhat many offices were sold thut did not belong tp the 
courts of justice to dispo-e of. Tho third report’ of the 
Finance Committee contained 2 recommendation to abolish 
Binevirresin the coarts of law. The Committee of Finatice 
in 3797; tad ‘also tecommended the abolition of such 
teoes, the profits of which were then cstimatell at 26,0008. 
By che tate ‘report,’ it sppenre thnt the amount of these 
ts had'sinee doubled. ‘There'may perhaps be rooip 
further inquiry before any legislative measures should 

“He ‘ermcted'; but when ‘it ‘appeared that the profs of 
ehch filaves amonnted to holess 4 sum than ~ 52,0007. 
it wés ‘his opinion ‘that: this'sum woald afford a very 
‘ample ‘fund -td rdauneraté those whose property might 
De injared: by‘taking away the right of sclling jedicial 


“Wy. Rose stated,” that there were many inaccuracies 
tn: the estithates’ of the Committec, and itistanced one 
‘ofice, which they had set down as having 25COl. profits, 
when the Actuat profits did not exceed 5001, * 
2) My. HB. 'TRornton admitted, that some inacctracibs 
have existed in the report, which the Commilice 
las at présent engage in examining with a view to their 
Potréction, bat stitl declared, that the gross amoéunt of the 


. 


Ravohgs af gach places was such as he had stated/: ~~ 
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. Nei i: Wowne Ahoaght( thal adi oflp the satentds 
wt she judge chor Joa: -ptetedtebl, dant adeo the: ines 
“of other persons who licld ofliées fer) lide, dad -sowen- 
arsining, the sight af selling effioss: qn Aheis.depastendnts ; 
Which tights jhe was of Npintae,. angrht sat to: be. swilened 
1p cgptionc,; Nokbigg: would mote .t fectuslly. comtabete 
‘to wake tha, pablinipybméit sore, obceslyily. lo: 1bédrt- 
theps that. ane peacseeay{ dhaq. that, they. shunted sec that 
_wycry: caning af) the public \exjandiure that-stas pesible 
-wns g0p0Te Mae ee ate out te 

The Uouse then resolved ,iteck€.into.a Gommities apart 
the bill, Mr. \V hartoy ia the chaien. 
. Onthe first claure, for extending: the op_esation pf te 
Ditl to all offices in England and Itclundygiamordment 
was proposed by { ond ‘Folkestone, to savest the wards 
‘Cand in any part of his mapety's: domsnious or plenta- 
tions.” The Chancelfor of the Exehequos sepliah, that 
the cbjett of the nable lord was secused by wortds-so. fag 
‘same cficct in a subsequent past. of .dheclaase. - Be, 
Maxwell, in seconding Lord -Folkestone’» ancndgeia, 

‘propoed that the operation of the bill ahwaldicxignd do 

the sale of sherid’s. clerksbipa, ant of offices under’ -the 

Aeeper of the signet in Scotlgnd. To which the Chdn- 
‘cellor of the Exchequer answered, that the bill would esr 
tend as worded to all offices nat legally sold in Seotland, | 
and if the offices alluded to were of. that description bey 

‘would be included within the operation of the bill. +. ¢ 
, Alter a few words from Mr. Horner, stiting that jadi 
cial offices were not enunterated in the bill, and a req 
from the Chancellor of the Exchequer, that they were 
enumcrated in the act of Edward VJ, “hich was to be 
affirmed by this bill (he clause was agrecd to without the 
amen:iment; and on the suggestion of the Chancellor of 

.the Exchequer, the office of treasurer of the navy, which 
had been inadvertently omidted, averted in the classes. , 

In the clau-e extending the opera jon.of theebill to all 
offices, civil and military, the .word ** naval” wag: ine 

“troduced on the motion of Lord Folkestene. a4:. 0 nrg 

A bong discussion took place, upen an amerdnient. pro- 
posed by Lord Folkestone to insert the words, ** anc al 
offices in the East Indies,” which terminated in the adpp- 
tion of the amendment, restricting it i9.officys in dhdag> 

‘poitment of the gaverngor-general. ,. The speakers .werk 

Mord Milton, Mr. My:re, Mr. Wallacey. Mr. Stora 

Ae 
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pana pie Bore, Hhotd Fdlkestiine;. that admely .Ge- 
ha(Chebcellbr dfs the! Bracheq der, Lord Cail 
ane e Fat aeriedile vt iy 
; >t etd Poth etdes prapdied, : for-+ purpow of ‘Oblatne 
binghevidoe: to! oo. a nowird te ‘the ihfermer, and'te 
mify: Him! of hogogs lib: way. tiny to which the 
omiyed: be subpet dacdlos the ‘wots: t / Few! 16 be patd 
pDY the pdrsod. (rarisg testing; dhd wot to be tess than QUOI. 
my ig Chascellar ofthe Exvdhog ox! objdcted: - to" -tRe ” 
amendment, and pointed out many incotrveniticies fst 
qepulshitienlt frm: its advptioh. 0 
Lord Fol! estone acquiesced m the olljedtian’ diid wk: 
agedied iltas tho oliaizmaia should report progress. Avnéad- 
smgent withilrawa.: - 
zi: Qin thie chamese of the bik velting to purchases of com- 
na ir sheariny, where theriégulajgan price was cx- 
senedel,.’q -long .convetsation (oak: ‘place, in which the 
yfausaiwas appovd by General Loft and Mr. ‘Spencée 
Bianhope;: and. ‘supporied bythe Chancellor of the Ex- 
cangeer, Messrs. Ellison, Smith, Huskisson, and 
» The olause.was.agreed to. : 
wal “ie the wotion of the Chancellor of: the Exch equer, tlie 
slaiiée relating to opening horses for the salé of places, 
aed advertising and printing the same was rejected; and 
Quo: cladses introduced in place thercof making the first 
p09 misdomeanor, and printing ‘subjett toa penalty 
of not mere than 4001. or Jews than 504.) 
..' The ather clause having been gone through, ‘the bill. 
9s oplored ad be seported on Monday. ~~Adjourned. — | 


ee 
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f. ; Bord Aueklond’ ‘etated, that the nature of his motion for 
-Tacsday noxt respecting divorces, would: be to make .it a: 
win nd inter order 'of the Howse, 't that-no divorce bill should be 
mecesved thit did not comain a cliuse forbidding ihe.ia- 
termarriage of the attulterers. : 

> fhe ‘House went into a Ootamittee on the local militia 
Ml wn 

5 herd Sidenote approved: ‘of the bill, “hoping it was in- 
tqaced to meke the militia more efficient, tnaking the 





t 





- Irish and Heglist miljtias available for the general defe ener 


oficered Ry the crown. 


» 
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‘Bord I iverpool revienesh the gepsrak dcprn wn ch A 


syatem pf, general defeuces dor ie 
ai 4 ermine tr Peel ahs 


Aa i ® Was 
fe Ni ha a ce ¢.. cat , 
'y ¢ | 
cf pana he i = rere PPatte Tofet yo) fe 
ee meh 
set oh oo nan ey mt, 


“Lard tel nied on dhe thee 65 0 Tete 
system he feat If propos as the ae het ' 
our log Fe am litin’s, ‘§ eryices, eX PIN in, onK J§atss.a0 
ven ould ave to hegin 
Sidmouth ot sea ord “Batik nt ‘“ 
rare Bias s consideratiqn. 

Lord Live oof said, that those and ARP y other systemg, 
merited attention.’ The greatest PA rt of the local militia 
were. volunteers, and it was not Tikely they would avail 
themselves of the period of ithe © Sap ation of theirs RED 
vices, —-Ad djowmned: y 
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n eee ay ea 
“a. ot aol 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. er 
_ ‘FRIDAY; APRIL 2B, Ho ep 


~ nt we ' - 9 $s 
| DEChARATORY RESOLUTION. 

‘Lord H. Petty rose to make the motion of whick Hy? 
gwve'notice last night. ‘He thought it would not be he; ‘ 
cessiry for him to trouble the House at any length,: but 
the subject to which he wished to call their attentibn was’ 
of great importance. 1I¢ was leading’ principle of that 
House, that no money approp riated for ® particolar 
plirpose should, during t e Antes of Partiament, be 
made use’ of for any other purpose without ‘at ' appitei 
cation to Parliament, and leave given ‘so to do. - Jt } 

ened, however, that in the months of May and June 
pe t, his Majesty’s ministers had acted irectly in the-teeti’ 
of this principle; for it appeared, in the Very beginnitys’ 
of the army extraordinaries for this year, that © in the mde 
of May last, a sum’ of 5,000/., and in the followi nou 
another sum: to the sarhe dmonnt, had been’ * 

innery, to pay over to the Chevatier- ‘Sousa, the. orl’ 
gues¢ minister at this court, for the purpose of conreyiitg 


re) 
or ; i. invuory 
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) SAB jets ot Pottiedl th'the Brazil: and’ that ddvie’? 

thé ects’ oF Pafliditlerit! othe ‘different’ say’ Had beck “ 
Ue Yor ChY stmnis Purpose, 16 the attotiit of'85, 0801.’ He» 
ws fist? prepared “th” iit “ekigbticy or “extedicney 
He’ fo thts” Heda use’ he’ hhd ‘not eithet! 


Une'tt ‘mn | Ber: r. di “tl . 

ig’ ot ourt'bf Parfiadherlt deceived bay intthation on the 
gelY; But be submitted «hots the tolsideratiol! of thea’ ! 

Houge, that the rate he had alluded to, had uattbimerfy’ 

beEh hited on ftonr theta of the Revituizon sand Where 

any ete artare from it had tékdi place, ‘it! wis'bity t6 bel” 

just istdrices ‘arising ‘Out of thé °. 







Dy “the -speciat circitivts ‘arisit thé ° 
case. In those instances rentermbered by tlie’ Houst, it” 
would be found'that, evén in’ cases of small comparative 
Conetjuence with this, the Honse had always entertained 
the ; ' 


je grentel slvay- Yn'the chse of 1711 it was only a 
a Hsiean, . frond mie’ appropriation to nother ; 
a 





8 
birt ‘Here was a sich of: gtext ‘miagnitnde, no less than 
Ba,DOtW: tdn A deus df which Rac been appropriated while - 
Parlinment was sittiag, and the remainder during the re- 
cess, which bad never becn-wted by nor in the contemp- 
lation of Parliament for the parposes fo which it had been 
ied. They were nbt thet td ‘be told, that in conse» 
quence of the increase of public business, of the extensive 
and extraordinary wats which had for some years beet, 
carried on, it wasdifficelt to act on otd-and acknowledged 
rejess taud<down. fey the appropriation of public money. 

e woeld abow there was a Neptee of latitude to be given, 
best. it wus. the duty of the House to watch the exceptions ° 
vibich occuy,, and: to: take care they did not overrun Ne 
general. ral¢e.., :1¢ was on that principle of jealousy thaf. 
vptes.of credit werd never allowed till the year 1737, and - 
frgra that jeglousy arose the -Hmitation of the use of the 
pradlic. moncz. "Phie practice, which be now wished ta. 
guatd against, began in the course of the American war ; 
anil in 1732,: ig was observed by one of the most respect.  . 
able..comanvissioners ever ‘appointed by that House, that. 
suima of cponey had been applied as army extraordinaries, 

thich never. belunged te them, and that was looked upon 
Abe as. applying the public moncy witbout the con~ 
sopenf Parliament. an 1797, Mr. Pitt sent a large sum to 
the Emperor of Austria; but it was then said, that the 
siate,of public credit positively required it and. it could 
fot be, nor -was it attempted to be, justified on any other. 
ground than that of:absolute necessity. Ite could not say - 


- 
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what netesity there might bé) inl dvis caso Dato be ‘hoped 
tie suaallodea ofthe swe would notibe:uilbwedJas a: plealne 
palliation of. iq. ‘twas out df his power'tol anticipate ths 
yoasons whieh had led: to. thie tradsdotivm, bot there soul 
he. nem. case vihat more: called apow the: vigilance of hat 
+ ae dequise: into. | He sitontd Wot then détin: tte 
ouse danger, bat theught. ‘it lis duty te move’ a declar 
rpiery resolution:to the following qurporti: «(st ee 
, 4 That ppplying amy canon sums of thoney,) Hot dpit 
proprined during thevsitting of Parliament; or withow? 
any. communication res pbiting the shiney is 4 nbisappidas! 
tion of the public mosey, aud subversive ofthe priv 
of thatTIause.” .: .- eet A ea HOT 49 
_ The Chancellor of. the Exchequewmid, he could net 
deny the principle of she noble lotd, that it was extreme 
necessary that the Hense should entértain great jealousy’ 
as to the fair and just expenditare'of the public! money's! 
but the extraordinary nature atid -extent: of the warst we 
had for several years been engaged’ in, mace it altdgether? 
impossible to eonform scrnpulously:and rigorously ioevery 
role that had been laid down on that.kead.' ‘Theinsb 
lesd’s chief. objection was, that. two sums: of: 6000s: had 
been paid during the sitting of. parliaments if'these! pay 
ts had been mude dusing the recess, he sepposed ‘not 
fault would! have been found with thetrinsaction. The. 
noble lord seemed (o think there was no: preveddnt of the- 
, but be could assure him there wéres and he had no! 
obeasion (o recur for them to former times, but only to the' 
times of the noble lord himself when he was a minister. ° 
Ifthe House looked to the items, they would percetve, 
{hai on the 20th of May and 3d of June-last; two sams of: 
5f00/ Bad been issued to Mr. Chinnery to be trabsftrred : 
tothe Chevalicr de Souza for the: benefitof the Portugucie 
emigrants who wished to follow their prince tothe Brazilys ‘ 
ahd he contended that these two articles were as-ldgitimate- 
as expenditure of the public money: as evor-was madé. 
The governnient of this country ‘hid; whon the French: 
possessed themselves of Portugal told the Portuguese that: 
such of. them as could make their escape from: bo 
shaukl be furnished with the means of conveying thatn- 
selves to tbe court of their lawful prince. .If,.iastead of: 
being pail over to Monsicur de Souza, these: sums hath: 
béen paid to our commissaty-general,. would ‘it-nit) baves 
pteperly come under the head of army extrdotdinationd» 


amet} 28.) 1 e0bas anokw BELOLETION:+ gag 
Ho coh tebdedkimont:cenfidently tat.it wae an armpexteaw 
ertlinagyn -cComldiangiven Listy say -itwos uot ab: anticle 
grnwing ott: ofthe wag 21 f the sobbe-jond’s principle :werg 
astmiied do the extant hcrseemed deditous to carry it; it 





: watald go seat to Anspledecthe iimticofaey astsy extraerdis! 


Raticaimbhteven |W bene the hoble lors wag an. office; hl 
did thescementhing;:fanil! stirdy she could not: now call 
seriously on the Hausatp yolweuch a resvlutian:eshe had 

& prepdwerl.so ithemy-aonatéer in wisich he isad fre- 


Semdipe aged preckely ¢ieisame! way, aad ‘which, if 


Rei tiieweds il wopkd be. ite poastble to carry on tke. pabtic: 
jodaa.:-; The noble Jortl lacked. mitla a. very “watobful 
eye tothe theory of the constitution, but he-bad ‘totally. 
Qheaed,| id upan thiscown pmetice:. It. was an expenditare 
ery aceon, ahd! for :the benefit of our emigrant 

igo) madiwes therefore feferable to. the army extraordi« 
niivign 1 Heregred) witb: dhe noble: lord, that the Howse 
oud bh de bed jcadoua, iand: they had very: properly shewa 
thea joalotsy: on: Mrs Pitt's advance to Austrin, and Mrz: 
Bitt.. justified. haumelf ion the necessity of the case. Ja 
dgquarys 11807, when: the Frenoh. bad entered inte, aad 


Were ravaging Hanover, 50007, was issued to Count Maac. 


alet,for.dhe panpose . af assis(ing: such [lanoveriaygs as. 
wished..ta leave that country aad! come to this, to effees: 
their escape, and.convey themsabees hither. . In Febraaty,: 
Marah, .Apnil,-and May, different: suins wes issued to- 
Cannt Munser for the same purpose, aad the Hoase would. 
find aivete. recognizing-ihis. All theaesums-were issaed.. 
daringihe sitting af parliament, during the administeation: 
of, ibe-noble low. fle (Mr. Perceval): did not quarvel: 


WHb. this. bnt this wos an expenditure so very analogous, i _ 


lae-conld not.seohew thd Hoase cauld pass-a resolution. 
whiph nrofld. evt-only restrict government at.this- moment, 

but at: other:times. fram applying mancy. on.this aca- 
couats Hehad no donbl of the propriety. of the expen. 
disunns avery. ciran nstance was fairly stated, and it would 

ba faut! iin poskible. far govermment.to be troubling -par-, 
linment- witbrasphocatidns from day today. Under-these 

chpeumafiinens;: ire: must weve: the previous. question.. 


~ Mrs’ Tidnneg ctenied,-tret the advances to Count Moun. . 
ster wermanalbgous.sordfiese. ‘The former were for military .. 


sdwicea;uatd therefore -carec, properly within the amy 
estesdrdinaries;. these were not for military, cetvices, and - 
thopsifariidik not‘ belang to thet bead of charge... How 


. 
Oh 


a7! 84752 TO AETV hog [.F8 arida 

19H! - “teed eacirclndoewn wee ens” Hie gabe 

ht, honourable. geptleman, call ‘this’ ait ° 
Miirdinne f “a co 


ary, when it’ was given fo persons not’ at 
tife’S saniheiler or ‘tose’ who "pre bend # Portuga r ihe 


goin¢ out in a. peaceable chatactey’ and qivil cn i YW, 
the Bragie? He thoy hr-thjs yas ach “a tr nen foe a 
filly pistified his“ nobfe frienti’s Hpotion, aril he ‘haped ‘i 


woyld nat a}t wordt ‘of ft.’ Hete appeared tg bean 
etpehdithte oF 100,0001 tdte'thaa had been vite te 1 
ad Ht wis put into Vie ‘army éxtyaordiabries. What ba 
we to do with the Porthsueée'#oing to the Brazile? 1 
thie was not a scripus ground fore parliamentary motion, 
he was at a loss to conceive_what was. There. 
reason Whatever For allowine this, but because it’ ha idee 
pw into'tie avmhy extraordinaries: without the shiddw a” 
afty citcumstince which shewed it to’belong tty tlrat head! 
ofexpenditare. © °° “Fe (me Ne (Tag 
Eord Renry Petty’ briefly repttedl, fe was *very mite 
mrprised te frear that the effect of his motion woal fs 
in the opition of gentlemei' oppesite; to tender the 'prod!! 
ress Of the public business impracticable. “Now:'so fat! 
wm having any sueh subject tn ‘viewy he’ had atelnvay : 
sthted, that it was impossifte strictly to carty dato ¢ 
the ‘appropriation act. That was,: however,’ to’ 
that parliament’ should ‘not’ have’ a-just content 'y 
’ the public money. The- definiticit given of an‘ ttts 
extraordinary to-night: was one’ of the néost extraotdih 
definitions he had: é¢ver heard ; ft was said-te be bhy it~ 
foreseen expenses @ising from tre war.’ Why’, in that 
sdnse not one of the misceHaneous services but might be | 
calfed 0; even the grant to the’ French eres ate . 
Hel 






that: lately’ made to those: who: had’: aufferéd’ sy B 
Hompesch, might be termed army. entraordintriés. — 
defended the grant madeto Cownt Memmster; and contended 
that’ Hanover and Portugal were by so means in similar | 
sithations. . He didnot ofjject te the yrant itself, which’ 
he considered as a magnanifous one, but to the principte + 
or which it was made, Os pt 

The Chancellor of the- Exeheeuer explained, end-the+ 
previous question was carried without a division, ©... 

Mr. Huskissonw obtained leave to bring in -a ST, per.‘ 
mitting prize goods, condemned as dtoits: of the actinic - 
rajty, aad. restored to-be sold, without paying the dety‘of . 
home consumption. 


On the motion of Mr. Wilkerforce, the chaxitable do-- 


apt 9. ] COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY. 1 
nation pill wna als Name abate, gecond time j 


Wed 
ait 


cup pot mo aC vel at ‘AE ‘ account ‘of al 
ef eral nce b by ihe ‘en ‘y of ie lan pine, i ot a, 
purposes, and’ alee na at each AS81765 fot the. 
‘gathe fieposen, Be, Haid? Bi are, 2, Jone whi my 
ig after a few” ‘wo s. fro Croker, NV cM 
thoes tt! yand Sir iat Rene + 
aca ronan Bp. ae here ofa etter’ ps rata we 
Vit. Frere, al alam CC. 
a 2 a lic op thé tabi e. eee 1 fr 
A a dbo cousrtret or sopeie. Dh ore a aes 
: { 
Bai naan Saf Mr. Hyskisson, 215,429 19s. 7d. 
way yoled, 


tp snake gpa the sti of the sum , voted 
fog,the extraordinaries of the army, for the service of the 
year, from come 25, 1807, ne lecember 23, bed t r ne 
r., Wugkisson en stated, that (hougm there a 
a Saisie inf. 200,0001, ia ‘the sum. voted last year, on, 
@ Actual . diture for the extraordinary service of . 
the aba and. there was a large force pow serving abroad, . 
msnpored to, brah for the extreordinaries of the army, - 
ra a pid lat year 1809, the same sum which bad. 
ed last year, viz. . _ a8 5,000,000 0 0 a 
adetr the etpne of nee commissary 

epartment, g nearly . 
“geents he sm voted last yeas, but oy tae 
than the actyal ex pea- oa 
 “ diture veer that heal in the la. 4 


year 
For the barrack department, being nearly. yore tw, 

the same as the sym yoted last year "519,068 0.0- 
To defray. the expense of the allice af the 

_ -@KAMINEY of, barrack acgounts foe the . 

"year 1809 ae 4,960 0 @: 
Secyet .service mone for tho year 1809. -- 175,000. 00 
Probable expenge of the office and esta- 

blishment of the commissary-general- 22,65) 9. 1k 
T defray the expense of the store-keeper- ; 







*eneral” s department | 44,000. Q e 
T nse William. Mellish, - for , a 

, ieg sent to the Fare , in Soy et 

1th¢ alnp Worthern Star = + e - 1,550 & @- 


ae 
“Ob gives hee. oo 
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«To. spay the fire Per cent Lively. loanmns: . 2 ff 
> guritics . 2 mM ate, ° a“ wl met 6 
"Los the. poor of. St Marlin ‘Parish or en 1S ‘ 


«Fo the tev. Thomas 2. Glagke 3, 5: aTp..# 8 
.. The Hqueg fea resumed. ands the report wn oF 
ie reccivest on Momdey BAxba vs Ce eat 
- "TS  " sommittee OF ‘wa'rs AND wend“ : an 

The Howse: then resolwct: itwlf-into a Commaittcs of 
swayeqnd medns, to which theadcouhlsrelative to theauk 
. of the ways and -mdans of last ‘year were, referred, ‘Or. 
. Whatton in the chain: - tei es 

© ddr. Haskisson wiated, thos there -had' ‘bear nd notuel 
surplos of the ways aul ‘means: of last year, but oy tee 
financial operation of the present session, in funding of | 
exchequer bills, the alds of last-year had been‘releaved 
from.an amount of exchequer bills charged pon than. 
‘He proposed to vote their emonat, as‘a surplus s appticstile 
to the service of the present year, : After a few words fie 
Mr. Tierney, thesurplus was voted tobe 2,757; 86591. 3s. td. 

, The following rasolutions were then voted:+-" 

. That there be raised by Exchequer bits for the wervitic 
ofthe present year 6,009,000/. 

» That the expense of pay and clothing of the mibieba WE 
Great Britain, and .also the allowances to sdjittantd, 
serjcants major, and subaltern officers of militia, be defroy 

, ed out of the land tax. 

Also that the pay, cloathing, and’ other expenses of the 
Irish militia, be defrayed out of the consolidated fund. 

' The Honse :then ‘resuied, and the report” was ordered 
to be received on: ‘Monday. 


WAR OFFICE acgounrs. P 


Mr. Wordle, pursuant ‘to notice, moved that there be 
lnid before the House a return of all fhe annual rcegimetis 
tal accounts now in the war office, specifying which were 
separate aud which nof, and also which ‘had been carried 
into warrant from the 25ih December’ 1797 to the 25th 
December 1808, and specifying whether for cavalry, ine 
faniry, or militia. 

The honourable gentleman also proposed to move for 
an account of the deficiencies of the several paymasi¢rs 
within the’ same period. “The reason why he brought 
forward this motion was, that he might call the attention 





Mfthr WY" wae ‘orrice acoburts: | + 198, 
House to” the eixth repoit of military ‘intariry; as 

A pert oa the table were not sufficient to"placé the — 

+ gubgct Ally in the possciston'' nf'the-Houses and that, 

i" touple the clerks in the” War Offices ‘hid beett'inevedsed “ 

“lifice’ TOT; Front taw th Atty, “yet: Me Hcoonrits were as 
much in aresar as before this increabe tdok place, andthe : 
basiness of the office apemed rather to be impeded than 
ptomoted by thisincrease. © "°°"! 

Ye 4n: the question beihge wi on the first! motion; ' ore 

+: iy The Secretary at War had io. abjection to the produc- 

. Mn of: these: papers ; but :as the subject was under the 
consileralion of the commissioners: of. military inquity, 

andthe war.difice waseccepied'in forming arrangerents’ 
npmmbkant to. the suggestions of that report, afd‘also ofthe 

i thand Sib r » he put it to the honourable gentleman, © 

tamkether he should not defer his motion for the present, 
natil he should know what arrangements would be adopt- 

«ed, -enpecially, as the preparation of these papers might 
infer fere with the time of the clerks, now usefully occupied 
in the projected arrange ments. ' 

_ Mr. Wardie bad no desire to press his motion, if his 
~miajeety’s ministers were resolved ta oppore it. Why 
had they not made the arrangements alludcd to, in all the 
period aince June last, when the report was laid before 
the House ? He believed it likely, that no arrangement 
wee in contemplation, till after he had given notice of 
this motion. .Bat he could assure the Elouse, that unless 
oe enie change of system should take place, much loss 
wonki aernue to the public. What cost 50,0001. now 
could be dene for less than 30,000/, and this he would 
pledge himself to prove. He could -not see why the-ac~ 

- counts should not be settled here as well they are in Ire- 
land. He had beén on ‘both establishments, and had 
pufered, together with, his regiment, by the failure of a 
pay master, and the arrears of accounts in this country.- * 
., fhe Segretray at. War conceiving himself personally 
glanced at b the abservations of the honourable gentle- 

ap, begged to assure him, that on his coming into office 

e had seen the necessity of making some arrangement, 
and had been prevented .from, undertaking it only by the 

gausideration that the subject was in the hands of paelia- 
forotany commissioners af military  inguiry.. 
apne he Chancellor of the Exchequer submitted tp the ho- 

‘pourable. gentleman whether, when he was infofiued that 

Vou. 1.1809; | 2c 7" 


wr 


_ thought proper to recal.Mr.,Frere, byt it ¢ 


CS " Pee eA OF ON cae 
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the gabject was in a train of arrangemapl 14, WON “'ifot he 
bet tbine to defer his Faotion LUl he should see what 
waul| be dona with spect ta,jt.,., Then jt would be!in . 
hig. power to bring forward any motion he should think 
necessary upoo the subject. ‘- ~~" | . 
3° Aftera few words from Mr, Horner ands Mr. Whitbread, 
‘deprecating the postponement af the motion, unless upon 
an inderstanling that an. the pragant,qession of part ment 
‘the. artangement ‘would be cowpwpiggted, to the Hoyse, 
-or with a view op give minister..an oppasfunity of inguir- 
‘ing. whether the papers coukl;be produced without in- 
- convenience. a ae | eee SR at eat 
Mr. Wardle. declared. that he had not meant any thing 
personal to the right honourable Secretary at War ;.neltber 
did he feet any .personak hoslijity..to hig. majesty,’s mi- 
nisters: for he. could. assure them that he did not inh to 
see any other set of gentlemen in their places... All he had 
in view in his motion was to shew,: that there, were faults 
- in the condact of the office {q9 which it referred, which 
fantts-he wished to have corrected., He would withdraw 
bis ‘motion uutil some day next week. The motion was 
thes withdrawn. a ae 
.. Ther militia completion bill was read a third time and’ 
* passed.—Adjourned. 


v' i, ro focros a, . 
HOUSE OF LORDS. °: 
el, 7 MONDAY, MAY 
+The Irish insolvent debtors and seyeral,,.private, bills 
were brought up from the Commons, and read ry first time. 
Hey | MR. FRERE. al et 
Lord Dernley wished to, be informed by a, noble. earl ‘ 
wh ther it was the intention. of .ministers fo appoint the 
gentleman who lately represented his majesty at (he gourt 
of the Supreme Junta to any: other Jipbamatic yaission, 
The answer to this-questian .would . decide him as to thé 
Propricty of bringing forward the motion of which he had 
Given noticon = «© waa, poet 
uid, Rardly 
he expected that he should. deglare whether. if, was or was 
net his’ intention tq; appajut him..to any. other , mission. 
The noble earl would exercise his Own discretion a8 to 


a 


I 
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inging forward his motion?, The noblé éal mentiowed 

ithe Appoigiment of  Mutqiale Weliealey as aubussader, te 

- BHD passed dome'very ‘high encomiuss on the 
Aisa iilents'aid : perience ofthat nobleman; -° °’,- , 

J ‘ ey Ary sore ne ' - 

— PORTUGUESE REGENCY. . . ! 
| Lord Buckthdhuntowve'dait,that‘it was with relugtarice 

_, he bad given (Heit lordships the trouble uf nw atténdange 
On cognt of the thotion he iittencded: upon that pccasiqn 
“td sthmit tp the House, but im ttath, he eousidered the 

"sab ech of ‘Portugal so important; sot only with refcrenge 


. © to Hie ardudts’ coritestth which the people of the Ponig- 


» 


were engaged against the French , but to the essential 
| Pernianteit ihtéret of Gréat-Acthin, that he abonld 
_, negleet'what he. deemed an act of indispensable daty, were 
La he not fo" bring the question, of which he had given 
| notice, ‘uridér their YorisHips’ consideration. ~°  : ~~ 

“ . He thought it-tiecessary, a¢-a preliminary observa 
th fidnst6 declate his pérfect acquiescence in‘ the sentiments 
of a noble friend of tis (Lord Sidmouth), respecting the 


wl 
art 


. ” “Aoctrines laid dewn pon a former-bccasion by the Seere- 


, tary of State (Lord Liverpool) with regard to’ the pro- 
,,, duction of papers, and the right of the House to inter- 
feré in mattets of pending negotiation. To the principles 

advanced by tlie Secrefary of State, he never cot ' 

in the extent to which be: was dispased.to éarry them, 
_ Anasrduch as they seemed tb him calculated’ to circum- 
. - scribe and fitnit the most important ditiét of Parliament. 
~” Upon the present’ occasion it was not necessary that he 
+  shonid take up theig, lordships’ time by combating-them, 
"* gis he’ was. not aware ‘that the papers tor which it, wag his 

intention to move, would be objected to, upon any other 
|. gtgund than the inexpediency of producing them. « ’ 
ot “Loid ‘Buckinghamshire then proceeded ‘to wake some 


” ebservations.upon the ‘geographical situation of Portugal, 

* ‘its capability, from the strength of its militatry positionsto 

resist an invading enemy, and the disposition‘of the Por- 

Oe fugndte people for the profession of a soldier." -*- 

~* : - Portagal, he said, was so situated as 10 afford the rea- 

-.sy Giest means, of assistance to the Spaniards; either id the 
1, Genire, the north, of the ‘south of Spain—an advantage, 


if 


. in the present ‘contes$, the most momentous that coald 
pe He, Conicelved. 5 and-which was truly described by’ the 
eee een ee ee ‘ ses *. Lgeke *, 


Ts rods ee Se 
| aa 
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Jpaia.of: Gablicia, whén & they: expresséd’ to Sér' A rdsu 
, Weblesley: (ha grbatest'anaitty, shat-the troops under His) 
Chea ndshould be taployad: ia driving -the Preach! sut:: 
of Partugal,-ds they: were petsnaded thatthe Spaniardwiof 
theisdrth: ani -soptti efpdlien Penirsala; could never: have 
any. decided. ‘sucdebs indépendently .of eachother, | antl 
con|dhostar aiake.‘ony -great: simnitaneous effdrt to- res! 
move the French’from Spain, tilt they: sbould: be' driven; 
fron, Pustugal,: dnd: thé British troops should ecoanett the 
. Operatinna. dl the northerd.and southern ardiebs” iui i: 
vTikmsucbeseof the Spasiards,;'his lordship remarkedy 
Toight. dees be improved, aad any: reverses ‘the French! 
might, mest. with resdered fatal by a sndden ant! fadicipysz 
. Reovemeat.of the British iroops, | Jo Prd 
The strength of .Pottugsl, he said, asa enilitary patie 
tion, was not only known to the professional men who had 
_ gsexved in that country, bat ‘must. be obvidns to every #ne 
- who had referred to the maps. . Its‘defites, ita mountaées,’ 
. and its rivers,: were most canspicuous features ;- which, 
ailded to the sterility of the soil in most of the ptovmoey 
were circumstances of infinite weight in a defensive. cam4 
pags, a country, that does not. furnish: subsistence: to ‘its 


mbabitants for seven months in. the year, may easily -be _ 


ced in.a.siteation.that would Icave nothing for an: ind 
vading army. to live npon. hs 
~:.. Without going ‘further back isto the history of Por. 
tugal tian the seven years’ war, the campaign under the 
Comte.de la Lippe wiil afford ample informatidn as the 
natural means of defence afforded by Portugal. | 
3, That-able. general faund the Portngtiese army withou 
discipline: and. withont any officers of experience ‘ta form 
gr cansinet it; but the spirit of the people was roused, 
ca 
Uinsited resdlution to exertion’ most “decided, and als 
Yoough he never was able to bring into the field an army 


. 


of .17,000 men, 3000 of whom indeed: were British, cons — 


trived to baffle all the efforts, and defeat the. plshs of-a 
eqmbined : force of 42,000 men, 6000 of .whom wese 
French,. ander the command of the Prince de Beanvais: - 
», 4s testimonies of the hardihood, obedience, arttl-‘brps 
yery of the Portuguese soldiers, his lordship thes: cited 
. , the following insiances—Lord Townsend, in a ‘letter te 

ihe Marquis.de Pombal; of the 17th of February ,« 1769, 


ore get 


. 


nfigence placed ia him by the government'wasum - 
» the 
he 


weeenhy) ° .tethledvddews weeeneT.: © > 19?" - 
” walttts Abed “I Mctwittetandinyy all these: fitidues“and!, 
Giflicribtes, +heoPv ritig acde suldier oie yed with the: great 
ettrehtestalinest';-atid bf oupiettdpld to his: -prate, ¢hat - 
ifohd wis qt -olothell tld:1ill disciplined, :he was at-Yhe : 
sawtel time oodtents dnd inbordinate beyond any thing! 
Tit ewet ecetvia any ybhrt bet: the worlds - Wihét abyans 
' tagesanipbt notvare: ‘expect ‘feem saeh'a disposition im 
Proved) by! mhtlitary art aT mINt Ata rs Porbaears arbors, 
=e Gante de ia Lippe, in bk Me rhoire, :mpowking of" 
a march made'by d ord agend ;..saysie (ff Phas marcel: 
whe sbeesouted iby! the sill oti Gengral: ‘Tpwnsend,::and by 
therarithiralile porsereranee of thé Portyguesel (seeps, wicr 
sepportad the greatest misery: * Phe lenger! proportiai of 
' them having worn out theis qhkoes,) marched quimeat over 
ster; rocks,'leaviag on thei# routs the traces of their pieds 
antesas?* «: tale- Bawep Mt at ee, . - 
srk Frenchtauthor, the Baode Ghatelet, spesking of Por« 
weak) expresses Irimsblf itn thesfollowme manner: 7 
, 54 Biteimhabstints- wheseofare naturally spirited, and ia 
whom valgur iad espapedthaténrpor(enpouriéssment) which 
havnenrtytalkeh ion of -allitheir other faculties.” 
-: Lord Buchingbathshire said, -he had:adverted to these 
authorities fer the purpose of shewing what) might have 
‘ beenrdone; had.the proper ‘measase been: resorted to, for 
‘calling into action the resources whieh Portugal: was: cale 
eulttett te: afford; nnd, whiist -be centemplnted with sa- 
titfacition-the sigps:which :the governnsent were then taks 
imy che badsoaly:to express his: hope, that:they might :nof 
be too late... bo 7 
"« He evuld net leave this. part of the: subjeet: without 
stating to theirdontships that he. had scen a: most ablis 
phuvef wvatiack apen Rertogal from Spain, written by 
- eBrencivean sw the. yeur4763; when calculatiog the:Pot2 
thgtiese atniy at 30,000 unen, -he allets a force of 75,000 
foo theratthok;  fudisicusly tracing. the whole progress of 
the campaigh, the preparation: for which, he. says, must 
beimade'dhefdse sthe: breaking out:of war, ‘as it: would be 
gualis pemalaly ‘ necessary. to: collect - provisions . for . the 
whole army, arging nsa:conmééeration nearly. conclasive 
wpdnithe suscess.of the undertaking, that.it whould be. 
bubéutell wig ‘dirapidity that.did nét admit of the érrivat 
: 06 British emccours.:  If'suoh:was the: opinian el: a: perzon 
Bde. qenksad man could rend without the mostitho 
rongh conviction of his cepacity to:form a correct opinion 
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‘tarpon the subjest—4f a: nitack: mpi Renugal.in ager 
ary be*effictrdl,, sequised whch. preparations itd seer! 
.~tideans, and: thet at a-time~mhen: the ipatish:go tere 
” vag undisturbed, elren ithe) attacking army: WASP 08 
~\aited by a- friendly ebb vimits read,.Aud bad. seppe- 
.-quently no precaution tovluke fbn, thp: sedurity 1 of, ebapat 
in ease of failurd, te what degree veauls| not. dhe, difigml- 
Hes be increased bythe autual state of Bpodnuat tag, Hr- 
3 pert moment h ee Beh ey bo 
~ ‘Eis Jordslrip mid, be stated this in peda: ; to. jastidy; 
‘optniot: he- al log: eater a ese thaq.if-the. nesppeenof 
-- Bortural had-deen wisely wpptied, thevapirt oti ie panple 
> encouraged, & garerdment establishes! that was calcalaged 
> te inspire their. cewfdetoe; and asyanmy, euch as Siigeln 
” ‘Mosre had commanded, sent:fon theiv-pratections nebgnly 
would that country have been | rendered jopsggne ble 
-r against any efforts the: Frentihtonkd. hare, made wander 
the present cirtamstundes, bat the feandasiow laid, of raf- 
ec: Fording the most effectaal support tothe Spaniarda which 
: dould be derivect. from -externdl:co-eperation...;;, ioc 
1@ ik the month of.:August,a blow could, havadren 
- struck atthe French. army -npes.the hibro, push might 
+ ‘have been dene to have prevented the cigaaters af shesast 
~ canipaign; but-as his majesty’s ministers hoa notjwaged 
= it-advieable: to vadopt. that. sneasnivey iPortngal :watnthe 
-> pint ‘to’. which every natasnal: hope. wae Gireoted u pod 
- -whete, indeed, advantages did actually prosast ves 
- sofa nature so: important and se evident; tha. iids.wiatly — 
- inconceivable how they shoold. have escaped, tha gatice 
fr ‘OF his majesty’s ministers. a rn 2 .. 
» . Pislordsbip said, he shoukd: then prevced to. ‘haf part 
+’ of lis’ subjeet which embraced, the. cand uct whichahad 
. ‘heen pursed in Postegal, foundedinpon the excnieshat | 
® Obad taken place! én that comatry. - LeMp os) 
‘t+. t"bad appeased a hefore:the House, flea. pre- 
40) svions to the avtival: of Giz~vArthar Wellesteg. widls the 
+ force under dse-commeand, the disposition .of the paople 
2” of Portngal'to: resist the: Rreneh, Aad been maniiaeted in 
yt Chanmst uaquestioambleomanner., 2) tt F 
-. 2+ Ste Artha® Wellestey,. speaking of the ctiteation in 
tr iwirich re feuded that country, saps,s 1° Je reupeot-tePor- 
r -‘tugal;“the whole kingdom, with. tha sxception, eb the 
ye ‘neigbbouthoed lof Lisbon, is ina stata af insuntestion 
ovl.againet tho Freachy: he. paces af ineainignos. aggjyubow- 
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Tedir, “Tesh! poet fal thincthoen of- the! Spaniards... Their 
“irda pe Had "bela "gone leitohy . Giaperead,' | the .offioars bad 
"One UGH he Beqzils, a inamenals pillaged, or.in the 
“péwer of thé enesry;:ands their reypat wader the. circum- 
-“witvitebid ‘which: it basdakon place mpra, extraondinary: . 
"tide? that of the Spanrialt’ patinns”.,.. ‘Do. bese exertions 
Whep hat ibeen'u notroaly toy shair-owa feelings, but 
BY the proctarnat ‘at bite rhs harles: Galton, dated..the 4th 
of Jaly, 1808, who thus addtessed them,;—‘ Some, 
1 nionthe etpertende madat fconvinel you at) the efieet of | 
‘ Prmebtrientship. It:ianow-to British faith: and: agsist- 
lynee, oaidled by yout own eserey- anh offprigy, that. you : 
foe, T> trust, be indebted -.fow the. czestaration, of. yout, 
iain, and mlependence of ydur.covutry,”» Thus.called 
<opan;: sach' whs the attachment of .the.. Portuguese people ; 
» 100 that prince, swehiwed theix: sewse.of. the oppression: 
1 they weee suffering fran tthe Frengh, and such was their; 
''velianoe! “.om British :faitia: and. assistance,”’ that in. the: 
| sdontly of Joly the provinces: of. EntrerMinho»y~Doura,. 
Beira, and - svlop-Monten; as well as Algarva, compre. 
<Nendinp mote then balf-the population of Portugal, were 
3*' dit a ‘etalefoftinsurrection agaunt tbe. existing government.. 
*-. Tits was the sitantiono€ things when. Air Asthar, Welles. 
, fey tended, and which enabied him,, with a fovce nob 
>" otherwise. eqant to’ the-attempt, to- more farward. fer the 
Garrow of wtecting the. eneny in.ihe vicinity of Lisbon. 
~ “ {Phe mheutreotion ‘in -Algarta: bad obliged: Junot ta detach 
' gil (hotsaet] mes dnder Lotsson, in: exder to agllect pro. 
**. Wwipions aad: dibpend che Pertuguete foree ; but Sis. Arthur 
W elleiey, with that promptitude aad vigour. for which 
‘" his milnawy: by: Kia: has beim distinguished, attacked and 
'. @thsctett thitofirest at Roleia, befame he .could. form his 
‘gutiction with. Laberiir, who -was ensplayed for. similar 
purposes in the province of. Beima: -His lendship .szid it 
dead be difficult to: ettimete: tle :pdwvantages.the British 
ating derivell ffom: thre:aotuali state of the country... Its 
+. ict; in the dastanee ubready: grvem, has-been showa 3 the 
an ‘enedninatton in: the : neighbourhood of Oporto . had 
artiounted, by official report;.to above. 25,000.men, a-past 
ci OF ehom ‘werdarmed and acting with Sir Arthur Wel- 
-1 “fesloys' but hiv tordehip obderved, .it wae not his ietention 
"°° * €% go intothe biktosy ef the campaign. He shauld.bow. 
O° Wer°have ne ‘didonlty in explicitly declaxing..that he 
-71. Ongoyagelured of every thing Sir Asthur Wellesley had 
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Gane; -whilt be bed the command, bet !that, he-conkd 
neSttor concur ia the eupedinney of. the ermistion of apge 
Weation. . These meebures: were -adepted .nader. sean 
ternplation of a anepaign ia the. .sesth-af Spein, ; 
faking Burgos asthe point to which ‘ihe march of the 
British axny was tobe directed, it wanld appear singniat 
thst aw agreemont should have here-made, with the Exengh 
by which it had bean a0 eontuived,, that dhe, fopces 
be-then commanded, sed which had bean de(cated the 
Beith, should have been embasked fay, France, . 
actually heve reached Husgos many, days bofoxe: ihe com 
qqrering army could wave arrived. there, even if it had mat 
with no interswption en its march,. =... . ; Loa 
it was proved, bis lurdebip.asid, by the papers on. ihe 
table, that General. Junot was at Vittoria with the division 
which had served under him-in Pertugal on the 1h of 
December, the earlicst day on.which Sis John Moore could 
mermble his army at Salampuca ;. Volumes could not 
mere fully illnstrate the impolicy of the conyeatian. 
Were it necessary (o go furthes inte-that subject, Lod 
Buckinghamshire said it would be sufficient to refer theiz 
lordships to the unanswerable reasoning of the Easl of 
Moira in bis protat againat the: opinions of the majority 


Of the court of inquizy. . 


+ It would be recollected, his loniship. proceeded to ab- 
‘gexve,.that-m the month ‘of July representations 
had been made to his majesty’s government, thet the people 
of. the north and seuth.of Portugal, having followed the 
example of the Spanish nation, had. established juntas. 
That of the north having been designated the Junta of 
_Oporte, acknowledging the Bishop. of Opoato as the 
head ofthe government ; and that of tbe south jhe Juala 
of Algarva, with the Count Monteiro. Mor.as their pre- 








sident. With the knowledge of the exislenne of these - 


jantas, when the expulsian of the French army. from 
Portugal might cenfidemtly be expected, it became the 
‘duty of has majesty’s avinisters, to consider is what mapner 
it would be most advisable to feam a pravisional. goverar 
ment ia that country, uatil the sabjact could be submitted 
for the decision of the prince regent; aad with:a view te 
such an arrangement .as would appear moad likely to be 
eatisfactary both.to the. princc aml the people, The 
knowledge.of the opinions. of, the representative of os 


ipringe regeat, who was in comeapesdenne witl, his 


\i 


eee. =i bow eden ewarKCY.: see 
‘Mhefinthsi'did ved be peesent the most caty and: natars) 
dette: for aiviving ‘al a cnght determination. ‘Untitiae 
‘ly however | &' measure hed beeg veadlved -upon; 
“yhitch. it Was! known thet ‘the yepresentative of. the 
nte revert could het give his sanction. » It was matias 
‘mf Oricty. flat the: whele of the reganey left by thé 
Abe for’ the purpose. of -pedserving: bis :interests, and 
oke of his faithfol and deyat subjects who had dcecene 
‘Him tothe Brasils, hed ‘betrayed . their trastiin-e 
riety bf \nstances ; amongst others, in giving effeutte & 
secre far ‘tonfitedting: the prepetty of :abseniees sfrom 
val; and -issefig a ‘circular-tettor -to the minictep 
of ine prince regent at the: several-.courts. of Ear 
Uitecting fiem to discontinue ‘their diplomatic functiéns. 
With. such ‘information ‘respecting the conduct ‘of the 
pgency, ‘ji, was not ‘posstble the Portuguese minister in 
Tondon could sanction the: appointment. of. any of the 
“persons corhposing it, aga part: of-a provisional govern 
fnent ; ahd asthe circumrstanees alluded to. were known to 
every merchant connected with Portugal, bis majesty’s 
ministers cannot be supposed to have been ignorfat upon 
‘thé subject, Se Ve Boe Le! 
~ Ht hes, indeed; been admitted by his majesty’s ministets 
(hat instructions were issued to Sy Hew Dalrymple te 
reinstate ‘the regency; and although he excluded three 
‘out of the five Obnoxions persons, yet as the remaini 
“two were actually ‘included, it was not surprising thet 
when ‘the pcople saw the whole power ef the government 
vested in those persons, that they shonld be alarmed and 
‘disgusted (as neither the Bishop: of Oporto, nor ‘the 
Count Monteiro Mor would act with them). - Indedd, 
his lordship said, the conduct of this regency immediately 
upon their appointment was such-as could mot ‘gail ‘to 
excite suspicion and distrust. - - Lor "yates 
It was: perfectly well known that one of- the chief de- 
fects in the Portuguese army was the inadequacy of ‘its 
estabtistinent in ‘point of pay. In order. to remedy that 
defect; the junta of Oporto by an ordinance ptomulgated 
‘for that pdrpese,: had raised the pay of ‘the infantry sal- 
diers to five pence per day. on ee 
~ Phe effect of this judicious’ measure was, that in less 
‘than oe month after its adoption, upwards of. twenty 
‘Yhotsand men were enrolled under the orders of that junta, 
‘gid were fast approaching to a state of discipline that 
Vou. III.—1809. _ 2D . 
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Would soon have rendered fhém 'fit for the dischargn' of 
“any daties they might be écallell upoh td perform, ‘The 
first act of the newly appointed regency was to. rescind 
‘this ‘ordinance, atid: the consequentcs df it’were desortion 
‘toa very great extetit, and a degree of inswbordiantion 
amongst the troops and the people, ‘that nothing but the 
personal influence, which the Vishop still retained,’ could 
ave prevented from prodaving ‘he most fatal effects ; 
‘and although by his exertions tranquillity was restored, 
“the real of the people was damped, the sceds of distrast 
“and stspicion were clisseminated, all hope of confidewoe 
in the government was destroyed, and whilst the metas 
‘by which they had expected to have been able to defend 
themselves against the French were thas interrupted, they 
saw that ‘‘ British aid and assistance,” upon which they 
chad been called upon by Sir Charles Cotton to rely -with- 
‘drawn from them, and their country left-enposed to the 
‘Yeturn of the French, if it should suit the purpobes of 
Buonaparte to repossess it. In sucha state of things Lond 
Buckinghamshire caid it could rot be a matter of surprise 
to any man, that when on the lith of December the coun- 
try was by proclamation callcd upon to arm, the Pattu- 
_ guese levies should have been found in a less forwatd 
state than at the énd of July, and that all hope of effec- 
tual resistance to the French shoyld appear to have. been 
abandoned. Ht 4 
'  "Were'it necessary to adduce proof of the unfortunate 
“state of insubordination and distrust at which the Porta- 
 guese people and army had arrived, 1t-wonld be found in 
the murder of their General Bernardin Freise, and seveval 
“other officers upon the approach of the'enemy, and the 
‘loss of Oporto, the city and seaport next im consideration 
and importance to that of Lisbon. Speaking of that 
event General Beresford in his order of the 4th ‘of A'pril, 
says, * On the 26th the enemy arrived in the vicinity of 
Oporto. On the 27th they made some warm attacks, 
which were répulsed by the intrepidity of our trbops. 
They continued their attacks on the following day with 
the same success, but on the 29th, the distrust which 
had ariseri between the people and the army cavsi 
and increasing that anarchy and confusion whieh it 
ever produces, rendered ineffectual all the endeayouts 
‘of the officers, as well Portuguese as English, to direet 
‘tlie operations of the great force which was in the oify, 


a 
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‘The: enemy entered. with. littla.Joss.. Much as the mar- 
‘shall regzets the Josq af this important city, he feels 
with more acnteness the, alarmiug, cause to which it 
.fa:to: be attributed. Let it be a waming .to.the rest of 
ithe: kinglom to .avoid the .fatal consequences of anarchy 
‘al insubordination, ©, . Le 
i''The marshal: h »pes that the army will perceive that 
,we gughé always to distrust these who have been. with 
the Fsenob, or their partisaas,, and what. reports they 
may: propagate, as they are andoubtedly paid by. the 
eaemy to promot: confusion, and distress, the arms of 
awhich they make the most (langerous use.” a 
t | Bis lurdship said be had drawn the attention of their 
decd ships to these orders, for the purpose of bringing the 
actual «ituation of Portugal more immediately under their 
Observation: a situation the mere alarming, because whikt. 
so important a eanquest bad been made by Marshal Soult 
‘in the, north, a great army under Marshal Victor was.. 
‘threatening that conutry from the cast. At such a crisis 
every. thing might’ depend upon the promptitude, the 
judgment; and the energy of the Commander-in-chief. 

. Lord. Buckinghamshire said he knew Sir John Cra- 
‘dock well enough to be guite confident that nothing could 
abate this zeal, or check bis exertions in the advancement 
of the pablic service ; but at such a conjuncture, when all 
the facultics of the human mind were called into actioa 
when the most splendid military.talents might be unequal 
to. the task of extricating his majesty’s troops from the 
-dificulties with which they were surrounded, it was sexi- 
.ously to be lamented, that the general upon whom so 
much depended, should act under the knowledge that he 
bad been superseded by an officer many years his junior 
sn'the army. 7 4 
.. hat the approbation of all the measures he had pure 
sued in Portogal, under circumstances of extreme difficulty, 
and bis acknowledged gallantry and approve: exertions 
iy Martinique, in Ireland, and in Egypt, had not been 
sufficient to protect-him from so severe a mortification. | 

‘His lordship -said he could not avoid remarking, in this 
place, upon.the peculiar talent the present administration 
ased, by the most ingenious contrivances, so to 
em their military arrangements that at the most critical 
‘pesiods. they should never have the full benefit of the 
abilities of the officers employed by them; for under the 


204 THE PANLIAMENTANY REGISTER.  ##§ [LORBS, 


hourly expectation of supercession, or under ‘the contronl 
-of. a presumptuous and inconstdetate interference, the 
_buman mind was incapable of those efforts by whick 
alone great military achievements could be accom plished. 
The instances of Sir Arthur Wellesty, when engaged in - 
the operations against Junot,’ Sir Join Moore m Spair, 
and Sir John Cradock at present, his lordship said, would ; 
fully illustrate tbe force of his observation. © 4 
‘Lord Buckinghamshire then proceeded to express (us 
not totally unconnected with thé sabject under discussion, » 
the satisfaction he had derived from the appointment, of 
the Marquis Wellesley to the Spanish embassy. - 

He dwelt upon the services ke had rendered the Bnittsh. 
empire in India; the manner in which he had conducted 
the operations of the wars that had broken out during hts 
administration in that country; the foresight, energy, aud: 
judgment he had displayed, and whatever differences 
might have arisen upon other points, the universal a)yplause 
and admiration with which his military measures had been 
distinguished. . ' 

Was he to state in one sentence what he thought ef 
Lord Wellesley, he should be inclined to say, that ‘he 
eminently possessed those qualities, to the absence of whieh 
in the councils of his majesty might be ascribed the dis- 
usters of the last campaign, with the fruitless expenditure 
of eight millions of money and seven thousand men. ~« ° 

Under the contemplation of this appointment Lord 
Buckinghamshire would venture a suggestion, from which 
he thought considerable advantage might be drawn by 
his majestp’s ministers. 

He conceived an alteration in the provisional governe 
ment of Portugal indispensably necessary ; and he would 
earnestly recommend that powers should be vested in the 
Marquis Wellesley, for the purpose of making those 

‘changes which could not be delayed without the most 
material injury, not only to the interests of that kingdom, 
and the cause of Spain, but in its consequences ‘to the 
welfare and security of Great Britain and Ireland. 
* His lordship in conclusion said, he had stated that the 
existing government was neither acceptable to the people 
nor to the prince regent—of the disapprobation ‘of ‘the 
‘people there could be no question. The dooaments for 
which it was his intention to move would shew the senti- 
ments of the Prince. _Upon-those documents, if produced; 
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it night beeomettis duty to inalitate a further proceeding ; 
forthe present: dee should confiie himsclf to the folewing! 
mations '. 


Pirhtlan drrnbte ‘address be presented to his manjesty, 
that ‘he «woul! be cracivitsly’ plaased to-cixe dircotions, 


that:the proolotiation ‘issued by. Sir Hew Dadrgmple ow -- 


thd t8ih'-of- September, 1808, -for the formation of a 
regency in Portugal be taid hetore this House. 

-Dhat an humble adgness be presented: to his majesty, 
that. ho wonold be gracteusly: pleased (o-give directions: 


4 


that there be laid before tis Hotse, copies of any co:n<e 


munications from Viscoust Strangford, concerning the 
fotanation of the'regeacy in Portnygal, established by Sic 
Hew Dalrymple’s: proclamation of the [8th of Sep- 
: 4808, and of any oommunications relating thereto 
feera the Portuguese minister resident in Loudon, or of 
sack reprosentations réspecting the formation of a pre- 


- Visioaq! government in that country, as may have been 


matd bt any. time by the same minister, in consequence of 
advices having been received by the prince regent, of the 
residtince of the pe ple of Portugal against the usurpation 
Othe French, and of the successful operations of bis ma~- 
vsty’s arms‘in that country. a 

Phe ‘Earl of Liverpool restated the opinion he had dew 
elaredi.on a foriner evening, as to the principle which was 
to guide the House in calling fur papers. The granting 
of papers in-one House, was not a-conclusive argument in 


favour of their being produced -in another. He agrecd - 


fully with the noble earl, as to the capacity of the Portas 
guese peasant to become an excellent soldier. He woe 
comvinectl of his bravery, and of the bravery of the people 
of every country. They only required discipline, and to 
be well ied on.ta make- brave soldiers. With respect to 
the main guestion, that of the formation of the regency, 


there were.two modes to be adopted after the French had - 


‘been: compelied:to evacuate Portugal; either to retain a 
miflitery ocowpancy of the country, or to reinstate the 
former provincial government as nearly as could be, under 
eli the circumstances of the case. The first could not 
have been resorted to on account of the. jealousies it was 
‘Calculated: to creaté. The latter was actually done, be- 
‘cause at ‘was that kind of arrangement which was pre- 
snmed :to.be most agreeable to the government at Ria 


-Sepetro,-; in the ‘manner of forming the regency, every 
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ditention: was! paid to: the; feelings,. dad’ -evén: tothe 
propadibes ‘of : the le; » Of .the: original regeticy 
dno was' 4m France, where he vemaieed -to this day; 
aut two more had sevapied offides: wider: the French: go. 
‘ernment, ‘after:the dissohution wi the segency, Of. these 
three; not one was atmitted! into: the new-regeney, but 
the three remaining, whe were-not liable to the'same ‘ob- 
jeetions, chose their new? eqiledgues. -‘Thesd colleagued, 
wore pérsons destingisished for their patriotism'and talents; 
the Bishop of Oporto nod Count. Monteiro M ov. | In Pova 
tugal, as in other countries, intrigues and jealonsies; pire 
ticularly among the bigher. and middie .onders, «were 
known to exist, and it was impossible that any arrange} 
ment would give universal satisfaction. . The inhabitants 
of the northern provinces, the most industrions and popuc 
lous part of the coantry, were naturally anxions that it 
shoald become the svat. of govera ment, or thatat least thoy: 
should have a preponderance in the new government. 
The southern provinces, on the other.hand, were ad verso 
te rélinquisbing the. superivrity trcidental. to thé capitat 
being situated in that quarter of the kingdom.. Ht would. 
not have‘become the govcrnment of this cougtry, considers 
ing the circumstances under which the British army en- 
tered the kingdom, to iuterfere or endeavour to decided 
between these jealousies and claims. ‘They adopicd that 
course which prudence, as well ‘as delicacy and a due rée 
gard to the feelings of an ally, dictated; and.they reine 
stated the former government as nearly as-could be. “He 
bad no objection to the first of the noble earl’s motions ; 
but seeing by what it was to be followed, he must resist. 
both. ie could not consent te the production of the cor- 
respondence which had passed between his majesty.’ go- 
-verninent and the prince regent, or his representative in 
this country. 
Lord Sidmouth supported the motion, and: contended, 
that we had a right to establish a provisional government 
different from that that had been formed. The former re- 
gency did not: possess the confidence of the people, of 
which there oould be no better proof than that, from the. 
moment they were restored to pawcr, the public: spizié 
began to decline, and (here were fewer men in arms et the: 
end of December than the beginning of September. . The. 
noble viscount joined in the praises bestowed on the. Mars. 
quis Wellesley, and-in his eminent qualifications fur. che 
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sifnation to witieh he -wab eppeinted. ‘ He looked forward 
ith, confidente: to n mbre fortunate stnte of affairs in: 
S , in:conseqarnoe-af the large posrers with: which that 
noble'lord was. vestél, and of the rominhtion - of. his bher 
ther to:(he command of the army, if it: were net tea Inte, 
for, unfortpnately, we were dilatoryin atl our expeditions.: 
«Lend dt drrowby dibsantest fore fac principle laid. dowte 
by the' noble mover of: the question, respecting the ape 
pointment of the new government, and approved the conr 
duct of ministers in not having saactioned any revolafome 
ary proceedings.: FO . Jt 
“1 Lords Backinghamshire and Sidmouth severally 'ex« 
| be my “ee ° ‘ : - 
:' Lord Grenville said, as there seemed to be an indispo- 
siiion, to kay the papers moved for before the House, he 
shonld not tronble their lordships long on a subject, re- 
ling ‘which he had sot the: necessary information. 
e sepported the objections of the two noble lords on the 
eress bench, ( Uuckinghkamshire and Sidmouth,) and maine 
thined that it was the-duty of- his majesty’s ministers te. 
eslablish a forin of government more agreeable to the 
wishes of the people, than a regency in which they had 
no-confidence, but which, on the contrary, was univers 
atily suspected and distrusted. 
- 3.dhe Barl of Buckinghamshire replied, and after some 
observations fram Lords Harrowby, Sidmouth, and Liver- 
‘pool, the question was put, and the motion was negatived 
without a division. 
The local militia‘com piction bill was read a third time, 


and passed. 
.. Ie other bills were forwarded in their respective stages. 
~~ Adjourned. ‘ 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


MONDAY, MAY I.°-, | 


vir. Tierney said, as the motion of his noble frietd 
(Lerd Temple was fixed for to-morrow, it was desirnble 
that every document that could: be produced should be 
leitt before the House, in order to enable it to form a jude 
raeht upon the subject. He wished to move for the pro- 


dantién of eeriain documents, which he undertood to be - 


ia txistence, and to contain matter essential to that object, 


a 
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_ Yhe first was @ lettce from Sir J. Moore to Mr. Frere, 
lated Salamanca, November 16. If that motion sbould 
be agrecd to, he proposed to move also for a copy of any 
nete or remonstrance which might have been addressed ta 
the Supreme Junta by Mr. Frere previous to the receipt 
of that letter. His object in moving for these papers was, 
that as allusion had been made to such remonstrance in 
the letter of Sir J. Moore, it would be necessary’ for the 
House to be in possession of the substance of it previous 
to the discission, which was to take place to-morrow. 
If any objections were made to these motions, withcut 
notice, he would now give notice of such motions for to- 
morrow, ; 

Mr. Secretary Canning did not mean to object to the 
saofion from want of previous notice; but, upon his recol- 
lection, he contd assure the right honovrable gentleman 
that no such document as the first mentioned was in his 
office. He put it to the right honourable member, there- . 
fore, whether it would not be better to defer his motion ; 
and, at the sare time, would take upon him to say, that 
no time shoukd be lost in ascertaining whether such a 
ducuinent existed, and, if it did, in presenting i to the 
Honce. 
; M. CHARMILLY. : 

Mr. FPhitbread put a question respecting M. Charmilly, 
whose name had been frequently mentioned in a late de- 
bate in that House ; "and, as the subject had reference to 
the Spanish question, be thought it necessary to receive an 
answer, before the discussion of that question should take 
place. M. Charmilly, he understood, was-in the half- 
pay of the British establishment as a lieutenant-colonel ; 
and rnmours were afloat, that he had also, in addition to 
his half-pay, received a persion. The object of his.ques- 
tion, therefore, was io ascertain the fact, whether or not 
that gentleman had such a provision. 
| Mr, ITuskisson replied, that M. Charmilly was allowed 
to receive his full pay, and that he was not aware of any 
other provision baving been made for that gentleman. 

Mr. Whitbread then gave notice of a motion for to* 
morrow relative to this subject. 


DUTCH COMMISSIONERS. 


On the motion of Mr. Ord, the fourth report of the 
finance committee was entered as read. 
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Mr. Ord then rose, in pursuance of his notice, to call 
the House to the report which had jus: been read. It 
must have strack every one, that the circumsta .ces of the 
case stated in that report were such as to call for the most 
strious attention of the members of that House. Nothing 
could be more injurious to the public interest than the 

practice of leaving reports of that description a dead 
ter on their table. Parliament had for many years past, 
and was likely to have for many years to come, the task 
of imposing heavy burthens up:n the people of this 
country ; and surcly it was the duty of that Hoase to 
watch over the public expenditure, and correct any 
‘abuses that might exist therein. There could certainly be 
ho objection to correct malversations, which had been 
clearly proved to exist. Not anticipating, therefore, any 
apposition to his motion, he should not detain the Housé 
by farther remarks, but detail the circumstances of thé 
transaction, and auld the comments which he thought # ne 
cessnry to submit upon the various parts of the report. «he 
honourable member here gave a brief abs.ract of the mise 
conduct of the commissioners, and stated their names, 
viz. James Craufurd, John Brickwood, Allen Chatfield, 
and Alexander Baxter. ‘I'hese gentlemen were associated 
in this commission as fellow-labourers of John Bowles, & 
member of the society for the suppression of vice, or for 
ilfering the public. They had been directed by the act 
take their instructions from the privy council, and to 
refer to the Committee of that council tor their direction 
on every question of difficulty. Under these circarhe 
stances, and without any -under-tanding respecting the re 
muneration they were to receive, they in the year 1598 
proceeded with their sales, and undertcok to reward them- 
selves with a commission to which by law they were not 
entitled. Having given this short account of the trans. 
actions, he should next proceed to commcn' apon those 
parts of the report of the Committee to which he felt it 
meoessary to call the attentidn of the House. {t appeared 
by the report that no remunctation had been stipulated for 
the commissioners. This defect, however, they touk 
upon themselves to correct, and charged a commission of 
Ta cent. upon the gross proceeds of the property con 
to them, amounting in four years to above 80,(-00J. 
The next point he had to notice was, that they kept nod 
Vou. Li.—1809. - 2 E. -_ 
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regular. accouat of.the money ‘hat caine into their pos- 
session, a.) this point proved? the government to ‘have 
been more criminaltthia the com-niss..ner, in suffering’ 
this neglect, and not calling for ait accoint. ‘The co a=" 
missioners had good reason for not readering any account 
because by the first transaction (hey secure! to thems¢lved 
a: commissind of 25,00 2.3; and this conduct they haf 
adopted after the violent abuse whicli ‘Mr. Bawles had 
launched against all those who neglected’ fo’ give fil 
_ weturns under the property tax act. ‘Phe act un tér whi 
the commissioners were appointed, required that they 
should:lodge their money in the bank of Englands yet, 
by the report it appeared, that they had, on the contrary, - 
kept large sums at their ‘priv4te bankers. ~ It fad been- 
‘said, the commissioners were taken from various depart. . 
menta of. life, in order to rerider, ‘the ‘instituttén mote 
perfect: yet it was remarkable, that ‘having a! las rE 
amongst them, he should be the man to indyce ‘the 
to a breach of the law; and that having thefchants, théy 
should state a false amount of commission tobe cottsindnt 
to the general practice in mercantile transactions.‘ “In 
‘justification of their keeping money ‘at their private 
bankers’, the commissioners had stated the necéssity ‘of 
having large sums at their comarand ; but the report ‘of 
the Committee had put that matterin a clear fight, ahd 
shewa that every purpose of their institutiun might pe 
pnewered without violating the law in that manner. “-T 
next point which the Committee had animad verted a Fon 
‘was equally. reprehensible; namely, the’ atiount” of 
balances, which the commissionets kept ‘in’ hand, “and 
awbich amounted at one period td 200,000/. ‘and: dir{n 
the whole of the latest period was never jess than 50,00 F 
At appeared, that in 1796, a period of great’ publi¢ difi- 
culty, the late Mr. Pift applied to the commftssianérs ‘for 
,an adyance of any money they might have on’ hayid? in 
Bid of the exigency of the moment ; and thongh th Fad 
 -190,000¢ at the ‘time in their possession, they’ told Mr. 
, -:Pitt they could afford him no assistance. Bf was’ the 
pinion of the Committee, that these balances, ‘and-the 
. interest arising from ther, should be carriéd fo the ac- 
count.of the publi¢ ; if they"had been ve-ted in eSchequer 
., bills, there might have been’a saving of from’ 40,0007, to 
an i . By, the act, the’ cormissioners ‘were dirétted to 
si apake minutgs of eir' procéeditigs ; no minute, tdwevet, 
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was made of these balances; and for the dbvious reason; 
that it. might ead (o the detection of the improper use 
fo which they wore applied; The Committee had also 
édyericd to the enormous commission charged by these 
parties, amounting in the whole *’o 13%, 198/ ‘giving a prov 
pe ion of 27,0001. to cach commissionet tor his serv'cesy 
a ithe, bette than-four years. Much the Mirgest pro,.ora 
thon of this commission bad been made upon salés effected, 
by the East India coinpany ; so tha:, in fact, 2 commission 
¢ 40 ger cent..was paid upon that proportion, as the Bist 
tndia i¢ympany’ had an allowance of 5 per cent. upon 
their sales,: i their’ defence, the commissioners stated 
" that fits was the usual commission among merchants ; 
.¥et. the respectable merchants who bad been exautined 


. shetdre,the Committee declared that 2 per cent. was the 
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Ppval commission. The commissioners had also referred 
tG,the casé of the commissioners of French property in the 
War of 766, and to the case of prize agents, in their justi- 
F fication. .. But it appeared that the commissioners in the 
gy Svar pf [756 received upon the whole but 14,768/. which 

.wmongst 44 commissioners, was bat 102" euch :. and 
5 yeb this was the case to which these gentlemen referred 
+.angrder fo-establish their claim to above 96,0001. each. 
5, 4t had also been stated by them that they had’ been called 
. gprs agents hy the Lord’‘Chancellor in’ the House of Lords. 
. ‘Phe case might have been so; but the circumstance of 
ad nei having been so denontinated by the Lord Ohanceltor 
‘could not make them prize agents. The business of prize 
» ,ageats required capital, and ex;osed the party to foss ; 
_ whereas no capital was required, nor could any risk of 
»Joss haye been incurred by the Dutch commissioners. 
., Prize agents, however, received but a commission of 5 
- per cent, on the net proceeds, whilst the Dutch’ com- 
. Missioners charged 5 per cent. on the ‘gross proceeds. 


. What were their services that could enititle them to stich 


‘enormous emoluments? (Hear, hear, hedr !) Vhe whole 
_ Of their business was tetminated in four years, and yet they 
. continued in the cammission till’ the present time. Inthe 
year 164, it occurred, to the treastiry,, ‘hat this comnise- 
sion was nv longer necesyaty, and that Mr. Solin Bowles 
ipight be uselessly em,loyed upon’ it sd tase had therefore 


os sheen submitted to the Jay ‘officers of the crown, whéther 


7. 


-, dt might. not then be put an end‘ 'to;'a dit was thoaght 
‘expedient to keep thé coinmisslot ative, in ofder that the 
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 publie might not susjain any. injury..io cohseqnenes of 
the'law suit then pending. “Daring, the last:ten: yebrs, 
*- ten members of this commission had found time toi do 
_ yuch other business. Mr. Bowles had heen very notive 
in several elections, which, had taken place. withig. that 
rio.l, gid had besides written thirty pawphlets. Mr, 
Brickwood, loo, appeared by the repart tobe oa 
moment a cominissiepcy for Spanish. prapexty. - it, 
had been said, that these gentlemen: bad some of ther 
abandoned theix professions, for the purpose of attending 

‘ more particularly to, she dutiva ef the gomntission. They 
were not the first persons, why had abgnslone! a. profession 
_ fer something better.--4 Hea, yaar!).,:An ‘bonsoruble 
* Ynember, whom he did not then-aee. in, his. plooe; thei Se, 
 cretary to the Admiralty, had..qlyo abandoned his) prafes- 

> gion for a thousand a-yeay. This ,bronght: kim. tq neice 
another case, that of the American commissioners, alvented 

- fo in the report, which ap; eased to him-te-be s-patpable 
job. Mr. ‘Thomas M‘Dogald, it appenred, got 500GU tfor 
abandoning his profession to become 48 1A mericel eum- 

- Missioner, and that in addilign to a salary of 150D1.‘ per 
annum, He could see No. reagan why such a sum: ofthe 
public money shonld iven to induoe any porson! fo 
abanton his profession, when several thousands af pesdbns 
could be procured to.da ihe duty as well fus.the base salazy. 
Mr. Bowles also must have a consideration for abandoning 
his profession ; and the Honse, hyd no difficulty ta:appre- 

' ciate the means he had taken to, secure that cousideratsbn. 

' This gedtleman affurded a good specimen; of.na antiga 
cobin—the euylogist of existing porcre—the defeader of 
present establishments—rthe denouncer-of:.all: sea thay 
condemn abu-es,, or call for. reform, , a8--vile. jrenliins. 

~ These tricks would no longer impove. upph the pyblis— 
the mystery was, discaverel—Mr. Joha dawles. :hieself 

- had let ont tlie geeret,,and the, reign .of ,imposture: mand 
~ delusion was alan.gnd. . Thig transaction afforded-amstful 
; Fesson to all £overnwents. how they shoul) bestow..itpurt- 
“fant pecuniary ir tafe. uM ETsONs havin: no mezit'beze- 
commen) thio ‘bar th “Eicanisiance of their being merre- 

* nary pireling quifars. Jt gover, ment shaulil emphdy such 
 persoiis ¢ a ai abate: theiligerace, brohyiet on by (heir 
“eonduct. For hig Q9g pant, myeh.as he. condcmned the 

_ Sondugt of the gammussiyprrsy be looked wpon tha neglect 

“of governmentasptifl mpre.cuiuienl (A weadhis pegtect 
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Yc thet pardaved' af the infamous transactions which had 
_ dately:béer brought to light. Tt was a bounty upon 
¢ foguury; bad ad encotragement to abuses. Negligence 
= of this deseripttow, and a profligate profugion in the public 
+ <@xpunditure, kad been peeulfar characteristics of the ade 
> pinistsatign ander whieh ‘these cotomissioners had 
5 appointed. --Bofure he ghould ‘concludé, he had a Jew 
ti Wdtds te-add upoh the mid in which these accounts were 
ce glassed. «A right‘ Honourable gentleman opposite (Mr. 
” phd stated in his evidencé before the Committee, that 
. QWfey weve io bo referred tothe auditors of public accoynts 
: cfrodethe treasury, and ‘itt this he apperred to have been 
jitinessredt...:Another ‘handtrabte gentleman admitted that 
-«dbeiacooulf{s -were-to be delivered in at the treasury to be 
-- 1k Now mow ‘unquestionably the treasury was the 
soa place d which he could send the accounts of so layal 
fawn, asoMe.!. Jona ‘Bowles to be audited and passed ¢ 
oi dsesaupe it'wasnid imiprobable, that he might have friends 
10 AHO) C wep Wouhl of he very strict in the examination 
-gad:sifting Of bis accounts. ff he was rightly informed, 
7>-tha( practice was, that accounts seqt in on one day were 
» often. passed on the next day. In the resolutions which 
o' he meant to propose, he shoald introduce one, directing 
ey that-the aecounts should be sent (> the auditors of publie 
.vadeounts to:be passed. ‘As to tht proportion of remunera- 
vition which # might be desirable to give to the com mission- 
~ 87a, be thought that that qicstion could not well be brought 
1 @elove the House till the accounts ‘of the commissiovers 
-s should be: passed. He was ‘not aware of any other obser- 
Lo yatson, whach- be shoald ‘think it necessary to make upov 
y this covasion, and should therefore proceed to read to the 
.-tHivasg the revolutions which he meant to propose for its 
—aioption: ‘He did ‘act imelade in, them any resolution 
i des directing @ -criminat prosccution against the come 
|, -unissionorp by the atiorncy-zeneral, becatse he understaod 
{ Wretia! doubl was entertained’ whether tHey ‘Were liable to 
+ guphia:pitvoeeding:; ata ' it would ‘Ml become’ him, whilst 
oguch.a doubt existed, aiid in the’ Ptesence of sa many gene 
1 Hemen Se thet bo macli' ‘i deer efent ‘than im elf 
«i to deejde. itist point, 1d’ propose ‘duy fesolution to the 
uHoase upok the dunjert “Tb honbartble gebtleman cn- 
otichunled with ntoVing tis first rdsoliition, “Ts | 
giv fs 86 That it-gppeare ly (xs Howse, that to commit pecu- 
Joaigry dvhstete aby persuild whitever, without having este- 
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blished sufficient checks—without calling for regular cid 
periodical accounts—or ‘without bringing those accoumy 
to any set{lement in a long series of years, is a’ negleet 
which must’ lead {o the most prejudicial consedquéners,’ 
and a violation of the obvious duly of the govérAment.™* 
_ The otber resolutions in substaice stated, That ‘sué 
eglect on the.part of government bad t bn pr ved 
ihe matters contained in the fourth’ report of thé Com 
mittee of finance; that the commissioners’ hall takea’: 
{themselves Jargé sums of the public money,’ whic thfe¥ 
gught to be compelled to refund; thit all ‘thir accodits 
should be sent to the audiiors of publid avebunts te be 
passed ; and that no remuneration should’ be riven 'td tHE 
gouimissioners till their accounts shall have ‘beell passes” 
. On the question being put on the first resofatiin,’"" te - 
+ Mr. H. Thornton felt it necessary a's Chairman‘ 
Committee which had made the repott, to' Mate, that He 
_ most cordially concurred in every pdtt of that rep/itt!" Phe 
would have wished, however, to have assighdd gore #tt- 
nual rate of remuneration to the commissioners, ‘tattar 
than a per-centage, because he thought {t' desirable Gr 
parliament to shew that it would not countenance 'tHé 
practice of giving to such commissioners an atlowtnée 
upon the procceds of their ‘sales. The remuntratlof, as 
- yecommended in the report by the Committee, was ttttw 
10,0002. no very igadequate compensation for the tiaat 
sbusiness they jhad to perform. But’ this remuneritfon 
would be stifl farther reduced by the sums tle conimissibn- 
. ers would have to refund. By the act of ‘parliament, 
their accounts must be sent to the auditors of public We. 
counts, who have power to demand interest on tht stths 
_ kept at private bankers, or ‘otherwise’ withheld 'from! the 
public, by. which a considerable reductibn world be male 
‘in the amount of their remuneration. [he tepott reedm- 
. mended, that the auditors should be dirccted td'use their 
usual discretion, with regard to these accounts. It was 
_ not with a view of preventing the tfouse from coming to 
-any decision jt might think proptr, that’ he ‘mentiétted 
this circumstance, but in justice to the Comniittee, witch 
‘did not consider Ilsclf at liberty fo'abstain from’making a 
wFépert upon -the subject of the ‘remuneration, and! trad 
; Unees lore intraduced the round sum; Tiable, ‘huwever;*to 
the reductions We’ had atladéd to! <Thd-Committcedtoo 
had stated its opinion with respect to the duty of goyern- 
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ment, ps appear by the honourable, gentleman havi 
adopted, in his first resolurion the very words of the report 
with. the frifliug alteration’ of a word, in substituting ob« 
vious for acknowledged. “But here hé felt that a distine- 
tion shoauld be taken between co-nmissioncrs, such as these, 

q t of 8 ‘ ° ° 
anda governmen, If the com:nissioners neglected the 
Myiness to which they were appointed, their neglect must 
_ wilful,. and consequently highly criminal; but the 
empbery of a governwnent-have various other important 
functiens ‘to attend to: besides, successive governments 
mag pot always be aware of the views of their predecessors 
gnd even the secretary to the Jreasury has so much other 
dnsjness (0 aitend to, that he may inadvertently omit some 
pert of his daty. Upon these grounds, therefore, he 
tomsidered the neglect of the government, and the neglect 
of the Comuiissioners, as meriting dilferent proportions of 
ddawe. It was not pis wish to take any portion of blame 
ffom',any, person, to whom it could be applied. He 
Sfertajuly entertained sincere and warm feelings of friend- 
ship foc same of the persons to whose conduct the report 
efersed ; bat he should not suffer himself to be inflaencéd 
shy those feelings in screening them from any censure which 
they might have incurred. It was due to the Prussian 
 Gommnissioners to state, that an inaccuracy existed in the 
gptatement,in the report, that they had had 18,0002: ata 
vprivate banker’s; the fact having been that the sum 
-actnatly placed in the private banker’s did not exceed 
B000.. the remainder of the sum being vested in ex- © 
.oltequer bills, He had thought, that the: practice was, 
whan a, report of this descriplion was laid before the 
. House, to wait a short time before any proceeding should 
'. be institated upon it in the House, in order to ascertain 
. whether any steps were taken by government ‘pursuant 
-'ta. the ‘recommendations of the ‘report; arid uyon’ this 
point he trasted:his majesty’s ministers wodld state what 
. sdgps they had taken, ce 

-.- The Chancellor of the, Exchequer, whs Pre} dted, Without 

- rany call, sirch.as that made. by’ the Honourable gentleman 
| who had just sat down, fo communicate to the Hdust the 
t Siersures that had’ becn taken by thetréaghry with réspect 
 ¢o‘thig report. When gentlemen ‘considered ‘that it'Was 
t gmby ‘on the 25th of. March that the feport had beer pre- 
-gented to the House; that some delay had! taken 'ptack in 
the printing of iq; agd that it was not’ in ‘the’ handy’ of 
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gentlemen until within a fortnight af the time whea an'icg 
Of this wotion was given, they would not shink it surprize 
tng that no measurcs had been taken by the treasury before 
the notice of this motion was given. Jle could, hawovers 
stalc, that the treasury bad applied to the Cowinitice of 
the privy council, to call upon these commissioners (@ 
give in their accounts to the treasury, to he then.teanstens 
red to the auditors of public agcounts to be passed = T 
treasury had also, adopting. the sngiestiqn af. the Came 
mittee, purposed that the rate of remuneration, shopht Le 
5 per cent. on the net proceeds, thr camwuissioners haing 
to defray the charges of \ffeir establishment, and .to pay 
interest for any sums which they may have kept. at thes 
rivate bankers. It appeared. that in same of tha.saleg 
there had been neo net pracecds, bat an acturl.jess, and 
it was thought right that the amount of those losecs should 
bé deducted from the net proceeds. From this stat 
the House would be able ta juilge whether the conduot: 
vernment merited that general censure which the res: 
ution of the honuurable gentleman weat to pass .upon-all 
the governments that had succeassivcly cxisted since the 
apy:ointment af these commissioners ; a ceusare, too, whick 
undoubtedly, would least of all apply te the present. gor 
vernment. But was the case such as te cali fer theig 
censure? This commission was an.anomatous casc.: Pare 
Yiament took the business out of the. regular couse .ia 
which it would have been ndministered under. the anthoe 
tity of the court ef admiralty. No renumeratiun wap 
assigned fur the commissioners, because that was never 
done in the case of parliamentary commissioners. Besides, 
it was not for the goverument, in the fir-t instance, t 
fix upon any particular amoent of renumeration: ‘le 
shew what had the conduct of the present goverte 
meat, he should sefer to the canmissioners for Portuguese 
property, who were directed to restore the whole of the 
property wilhout any dedaction of per-centage tothe 
ortuguese claimants who shoukl prove the:usclves the 
Owners, #8 a course mdst consistent with justice, and most 
aworthy of (he crown, and the character of the nation. 
Upon the whole, he did not think that any praciical cone 
venience could result frem the adoprion of the resolutions 
of the honorable gentteman, and certainly he was not 
roore liable to blame than the noble lord (Henry Petty 
who preceded bim in office. But ncither, be contel 
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Was Fuatty ite tii Bldthe. The effect of # pererad - 

Tete lof censure iujton wit the successive rofernments. sluice’ 
Sie ‘institwtion of these connaissioners, would falt entirely 
upon the prevent povernment. Sueing, therefore, that the’ 
det; whtck‘had been in-operation for the last four years,’ 
Provided forthe effeatual check of Vhese: accounts, and! 
thal the! Luulihess was tivw in train to he finally settled, the: 
“Blobee, be--wesconfalent, would rot feel it necessary to! 
emertata) the ‘resotntions.: The honourable gentleman 
bénissif,' » be hoped; now that ‘he was in passessiony 
@fthd aniforn practice of the House in such cases, withdraw 
Kitmotidny: but. if he should not, it was his intanion to 
neers Mad pre vioub qaestion upon his resolutions, j 
¢ [Fhe treviows question being: put, ': 
LiSin Johhs Nesoport woull not consent that this motion 
fvalit pe-wi wii, oe disposed of by the previous 
dyrsti tet: 2l@ ever daere-had:been an instance of malycre 
tathon bof -irakis, il was teis: one now -under disenssions 
Teerbdeciuuble burout then. procoaled to comment upog 
the ipaanes: jnwhiok the: commissioners had given their 
etidencebefote the committee, and came forward with ap. 
pariat cotrections, but actaal falsificatious of their former 
erslinac.:, After: conmmentiny fer some time wilh much 
sevitity! of :enimadversion upen the oanduet of the ogns 

maftiqness, the' bonosrable basonet caneluded : by siati 

his datention, siesi these resolutions should be dispised o 
to:inowedniaddpess to: his majesty ‘to: ordis: the. atiurnc ye 
gencszal ite penseoute these .cosmuissioners for. malyorsa tion 
iavthe amecption oftheir trust.. ete Lt 
,~sBirti Rose stated.that previous do the -paseing the act of 
ébe Rik of the king, there had existe! no efftctual made 
of paspay aad auditing accounts. . Linder that act these 
acmmissioners, 29. publicnocouniants, weuld be compelled 
do -meuwilll their anconnis io the public auditom. If any 
dda fae wes duyputaple to any goverment, it .undenbtedly 
sdastube fa: ikat goverament. whigh exited) when ‘he } 

sam missianers bad Degn appointed. 2But the scthy whi 
Stun bed been. appointed) required than, ta Rusia thax 
—atanunts. whee ealtad . dos, dad tu take: their iistructions 
(she privy coumeil.: Ago ie sirgportion.of tee 
lop, : bis Adedcwes, dhat when iyotr .basigess 
whould be compleied, thas peami- would be seltinda bis be, 
Dever icovid! have Hadjaanigheh bat shay. would. take, te 
fae powdagawpoushair aalen.n Dothieapene 
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nally, if any blame was imphtablé to avy one, it wight 
be snid to attach. But as to what had been stated by the. 
honourable gertleman who opened this business, relutive te. 
any leaning he might be supposed to have towards one of 
these commissionets, he could assure that hononrable gem: 
tleman, that he knew as much of that person, and was as well" 
acquainted with him as he was hiniself. “And what was: 
more, he could assure him, that he had'never read any of 
his pamphlets, though ‘he would allow that they were regqe' 
farly laid upon his table. He had only to add, that a 
neglect such as had taken place on this sytyject mish 
Bappen in the hurry of basiness to any governtiert: 
had ever been a friend to inquiries such ab-this whic ted 
detected this transaction, becauée it' was tm posettiie for any: 
man to say, that he never omitted any part of? his duty 7 
and the benefit of such inquiries was, that they br 
to light any omissions which nfight take -plaet. | 
trusted, however, that fhe neglect wat rot of stick a ofa;! 
racter in this instance as to indace the Heuse to adopt the 
resolyntion of censnre upon the government proposed by! 
the honourable gentleman. He 
Mr. Whitbread admitted, that the right honourable 
gentleman, who had just sat down, following the example: 
6f a noble colleague on a recent occasion, bad: made: a: 
decent defence. Whatever might be the feelings of ether 
when committing the acts for which they were brought ty 
trial, they certainly must be allowed to have rerhity 
teat decency when brought to the place of exeeutia.: 
s to the transaction developed in the repert-of the Com-~ 
mitiee, he thought the House was booud to mark with the 
fiager of reprobation the nefarious practices thue brought 
to light: to mark particularly with reprobation that man, 
who, if not the favourite of the treasury, had been the 
uniform hibeller of all those who opposed the treasury): 
A ‘great smoke'hed for a long 'time been issuing from this 
Dutch commission ; reports had frequently been in cir- 
culation respecting the ahuses of these commissioners, and 
the corrupt job of theircommission ; but yet ao one w 
have supposcd, that when. the whole should be discovered, - 
such a would have basst out... These commissioners 
had been guilty of gross prevarication in their evidence 
before the Committee, and had endeavoured to withhold 
from the Committee and: the public, by snok means, the 
feat state-of their criminal conduct, Ho wad anxiquele . 
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eeil.the attention of the Hayes, but more particularly of 
ene bogneumblegentioman (Mr. Wilberforce), to this con- 
ect on. dhe, part of a man who set himself up as the Catd 
af hia dey, as. the censer of public morals. The man he 
allided. (0 was Mr. Joho Bowles. If that man hal any 
fielingy he musi, he sensible that no greater censure could 
be; paéd edn bie than the declaration of: the right hos 
nepateila .genilaaan opporite, that, though his pamphloty 
wore régatitly, seat fo him, be had never read a line of 
Laem: : Bbis . Duich commission he should premise - 
hepa . instituied guder very peeuliar circumstances. An 
ix bowneil lia«l been jssucd on the irruption of the 
qh. sting .into, Helland .in the yedt 1795, inviting 
atcl shige. isi British ports, and offering security an 
Protedtionte such a¢ should enter English ports in conses-: 
qprese:; Lig perlidmentary commission was then ap- 
, to take Gare af that property for the owners. ta: 
a, fete. shext weeks; liawevers another order in council, 
a bE .Nepricals; wan issecd, aceorling to that: infas 
myn pragting which has hitherto prevailed ; and that at the 
ead of afew weeks this parliamentary commission was at 
ip-dads On the principle of parliamentary commissions; 
ha aempunortion was allotted ta the, commissioners unti 
thes bosiness shotild be done; but they werc. directed to 
 pefemon that, and every other question of difficulty that 
migh4 eccur, to he eouamittiee of (ke privy council. Yet, 
pen hig, this-instrection, when they took: upen - 
emaeiyen to acijest the terats of their awn remuneration, 
they-did. act refer to the privy couavils nor apply to the 
tiegsury, but pessed by both in ordét to go to Chelsea to 
fanaa a Mr. Anfrare, who had peen as cocnnizioner fox 
property: a thé war of 1756. This gentleraan is 
said to bate informed them that he had 8 per cent, on the 
. bid whether, on, the gross or the net proceeds, 
they could not leara;. and Mr.. Aufrefe is .dead, so.that 
no infermatien ean be obtained. from him. onthe subject. 
A Hoebt then existed, and how had they resolved? Why, 
by sreerting -to ‘the constrddtidu. most. advantageous ¢é. 
thentsebves, and taking’ theis cafimisston of 5 per cents . 
wpen the gress: 8. (Hlear; hear!) Thea they. 
caise before the. Committee, and) declased that they exes. 
cated thelr commission : witheut ‘any fee. or cmolnment,: 
but acostding to the manual: practice of merchants; a 
heveibe could net bit rometk.upoa the tondernesa witlt. 
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‘ hich they had been treated by the Comiinitter, wheh 
allowed to give explanations of their former evidence, 
and to come back again (o answer their exptanations.’ Not 
eontent with this indulgence, they ‘had venturéd to tend 
for the posthumous papers, arratgning the decision of the — 
Commitee, and ther they dared to send letters to the 
merobers of that House canvas<ing' them for their votes. 
But what was the first paper they had stbmitfed ‘to the ' 
Committee? It was a statement that they received no fee, 
nor profit, nor emolument, but the usuak commission ort * 
such ‘transactions. Should that House, then, when tie 
falsehond of that statement was detected, and the gross - 
corruption of the commissioners fully established, negtéct - 
to visit their conduct with the jast reprehcnston which it: 
meritéd ? It appeared’, that in 1796, a period of prédt - 
public exigency, Mr. Pitt applied to these com missivners 
for assistance, by which he might be enabitd th'deftr'ot 
to diminish the supplies necessary for the’setvite of the” 
year. Yet, though they had at the time 190,008. fn theif ° 
possession, they declined affording the assistance so‘sotf-' 
cited on behalf of the public. It should not be forgotten, 
that one of these commissioners was a life-and-fartuné 
man—a man that would spend his last shilfing, and shed 
the last drop of his blood in support of the state. ‘Phis 
man, who talked so much of the sacrifices ‘that should’ be 
made in support of the government, was the ‘perdtn, 
who, having a Jarge sum of public monty in‘his hands, - 
refuse’ to advance it for the accommodation of - the ser 
vice of that public whose property it was. .(Flear, heat, 
Keart} What*course then was to be adopted?’ ‘Firey! 
should have a bill of discovery against these commis- 
sioners ; they should untruss these Dutchmen, and take to 
the very last farthing of the public money’ which they! 
may have in their possession. He could never consent to’ 
the proposition of the right honourable ‘gentteman oppo-! 
silé, (o give them more public money; by allowing the! 
losses upon some of the sales to be deducted ont of the 
net ptoceeds. They had already got more than they: 
deserved, and should be made to refund'the sums they hed- 
piltred from the public. This was the conduct of dint 
who was represented as the Christianus Laicus, who wowtd- 
travel into the rertons of the déad in search of victims to 
Hp, facerated, t was not his intention’ to follow the’ 
mple of that person, who Had penctratell to the sient 
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sakotaury of the tomb, and:follawed an illustrious victim 
to the grave; where, had he been a Christian, he. wowkf 
not have intruded, to calumniate, upon unfounded and 
often. digproved rumours, the unsullied character of tle 
lata: Doke of Bedford. | a . 

As to the statement, that because successive govern- 
ments bad been negligent, or implicated in the charge of 
négligeace, .no inqnity ought to take place, nor any 
ceusyte to be passed upon abuses, that if admitted to be 
good for any thing, would amount to an incitement to 
abuse, bt was the duty of the fredsury to have inquired 
into.the. besiness,. and: called for the accounts. He was 
ready ta altgw the right henourable gentleman every cre. 
a for bis industry, and the talents with ‘which that, 
indastry.-wes disected ; but he must be allowed to add,- 
that, he had not always approved.of..the manner in which 
ho -had employed: his industry and falents. The right 
hanewzable. gentleman. had himself admitted that neglect 
had. age. «Bat he. should. beg to.ask . the honour- 
able. gentleman near him (Mr. Huskisson), whether in the 
year. 1804. his attention had not been.drawn to this trans. 
actign, when - the case bad. been submitted to. the law 
o@icers of the crown, whether:anepd might not then be 
put. fo the conrmission, . ‘Fhe government, ‘therefore, was , 
guilty of. gross neglect, inasmuch as they. had, one amongst 
them .who..was aware of {be transaction, and they had. 
weglected..to call the commissioners to acéonnt, till. theis 
iniquitous practices had. been. brought to light by thé 
kabours of the Committee. He hoped, thercfore, that his 
hoaperahte friend would not consent to withdraw his, mo« 
-tion,.apd-that the honourable baronet would -persevere in 
his declared. intention to move afterwards for a’a adtlress 
to his majesty to. order a prosecution against these. parties 
by thé attorney-general, One of these gentlemen. was 
kimeelf.eo forward in crimination that he could not 
expect his own guilt io pass off with impunity.’ That 
pareos. could go back into ancient history in search of af 
name, and dere,to designate a member of that Ilowse’by: 
that: name—Clodiye. - He had been in the constant habit 
of. applying -te. those be cakymniated the. term jacobing 
amd.that at atime tog when,the idea, conveyed: by. thet 
term jacobin was.that.of a maa who would overturn the, 
goverament,.and imbrug hig hands in the. blo of his, 
goversign—-( Hear,..heer, .hean!)—Mr,, Bowles, nyast bat 


be 
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acquainted with the case of that Athesiaw, Who was-said. 
t have declared-— on, 


“ Populus me sibilat:” oe 
Bat untike that Athenian, thig person cannot eujoy the 
applause of is own conscience when he retarhs homed, 
Jt knet been said, thet thig,gentlemen had abandoned his, 
profession, that he ntight apply himself to the duties of. 
the commission; but if he was.rightly mformed, that 
Persbii hid no professional revenne to abandon, because. 
he had never hada bricf. Heve lio. niust obserye, shat. 
_ dhe aldsion which had been made by his Honauzabic- 
friend to the case of the Anictican commisionet who had, 
got 50001. fur abandoning his professiqn, was perfeetly . 
correct and wolktimed. He knew nothing of Mr. The. 
thas M‘Douald, bit that he had executed hia. commigzion | 
wells yet he must say, that to give hina suk of SQQOA , 
for abandoning his profession, whea se many. .athara, ; a; 
had been well said by his honourable. fried, cogld be: 
found to_ perform the business as tell for the ays wasd , 
t¢éandalous profusion of the public maney.. Mr. -Ratlea: 
had written many excellent passages, in varied? of his . 
publications, which would forcibly and. justly apply: so 
is own case. Hie never can redd hisown hooks, agaia. 
withoat-learniag his own shame ; or, if he must read,- he . 
tmnt write other bovks than those he has already pul! : 
listied. ‘It has been stated, that an. East India captain had. 
also abandoned his profession to. take this eormmissign, 
This Dutch commission was.a very profitable trade: If , 
Foth Bowles did not give up his ion for it, till-hd 
had 2 taste of its advan then, like the apothecary is 
tlie prize-«n ‘fig for the shop, adieu to wig. and gown 
this Dutch commission is beyand every camparieen better, 
But thongh the Exst India captaix might not be alde ta 
make many voyages to India or Chinay whilst he wed 
attending the duties of a Dutch commissioners, Mr. Beales . 
might Kaye con{inwed io practise.in his profession, if ks 
bad ever, any employwient init. Why, he shawld -aaky 
hind ‘five commipsioners bern. appointed, whee ihp- ach 
Gedtaided but ihree.2 Was it that some provisiqn showld: . 
joo. for, Mr.. Bowles for his. services ia the Frm 
im Te wapa Hor, in.w hi = person ling a high-di 
matic situation ebsogd (Me. Frere), and « pecrefary..of _ 
state in that’ Hotise, had been felign labourers. witb? -- 
BMt.. Bowles. tag: a member of she-seg) of theoajtictet:: 5 
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nbseryanct—be was a Phorisee. He could preach well,. 
and practise wiekedness. We could rake the ashes of 


‘the dead, and intrude between the sonl of the departed. 


and his Maker, in order to make.a shew of his religion, and . 


te calumniaté an illustrious person deceasad. The- 


calumny rested upon the assertion of a clergyman, whe 
satd he heard i¢ trom a sexton, who, when askel cony 
cbrning it, declared, that wheever said he had stated any 
such calumny wis a villain. Yet this had been the 
peonnd upon which Mr. Bowles had dared to traduce the | 
character of the late Duke of Bedford in his grave, when 
there could ‘be no appesl or his pat upon earth, and’ 
when the religion of the dead could na longer be of any 
comsoquence to the living. But he would ask the. right 
henourable gentleman why, when he bad found, upon 
reference to the law officers, that it was necessary to keep 
the Gommiittee alive, why he had not at least struck all. 
baé ene out of it? Ht appeared that even towards the 
thoes of 1807, these commissioners, who are esquires, all 
mpcliagts, ‘or lawyers, or captains, had a desire to get 
yeore. Not content with what they had so scandalously 
pilfered from the public, they wished to add still more ta 
the nefarious acquisition. But even the newspaper 
which hed given insertian to his anti:jacobin paragraphs,. 
had given ap Mr. Bowles. ** O, John Bowles! O, Joh , 
Bowles ?* they how exclaim, “ little did we think when 
giving insertion,” &c. If he should ever ayain ventuve. 


upon the press, he must not appear as a reformer, but - 


reformed... As ta the rate of remuneration, the Committee, - 
he. ceatended, had allowed .too much. The com- © 


missioners ought to be compelled to refund upen the table, 


of the exchequer every shilling of what they had ntis- - 


applied to their own asé. The intcrest too, amounting _ 
to 40,0001. whiok the: public lost by the transaction, - 


sbaokd be wreng from them, so a3 to make them disgorge | 


effcctually what they had callected with such rapacily.: 
The-report contagued an impatation of fraud against the 
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cotrnmissioners, and if parliament ws to be calted on te 


vote more moaky to them, it woul! sanction the primciple _ 
that parliamentary comatission' may, though not to the © 


extent ‘these-oomeissioners did, attach~putblic ‘moncy in 


throdgh their hatids. Sucl: were the men, whe ~ 


area very time'they vwete raising tho ory ef jacobinient | 
pgainst come of the most-heagumbis tnd ilfnsizigas Clin, 


es, ~ 
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xacters in the couetry, were doing ‘more to subvert. -the 
constitutional rights of the country thanany. other men 
who had existed since.the period when jacebinism. begaa + 
and now the na.ion would plainly see the true source of 
that outrageous loyalty and €anatical.zent which actuated 
seach worthy charaeters as Wo popery Bowles—no popary 
Beasley, and their assnciates. Sach were.the jen, mot- 
withstanding all the discoveries of peculation which bad 
of Tate been developed, ‘whom the right honourable geue 
tleman would, by his’ proposition. this night, advise tbe 
Hoase to pass over withoat the slighicst ccusurc., Were 
his majesty’s ministers then utterly tsensible to -the 
feclings and sentiments of the country at thie,awful arisis ? 
Surely, if they had but half ap eye, they must seq the 
dangerqus precipice on which they ‘stood. If they pro- 
tected such little delinquents as these, what bopes.ppuld 
the country entertaig of the detection and punishmeng ef: 
greater ctiminals? [ Here Mr. Whitbread read several 
passages from one of Mr. Bowles’s pampiiets, “34 was 
*®on.the state of public morals, at the ¢lose of ‘he 
eighteenth century ;"’ a work ‘in strong condemnation of 
the sbamctess vices of the times, and’ which Mr, Whit- 
‘bread adduced as forcibly descriptive of the conduct avd 
character exhibited by the writer and his colleagues, es 
eommissiohers of Dutch property. } ere 
1 Mr. [Tuskisson spoke at considerable length in yinedi- 
_ cation of the treasury. ‘Phe Dutch commissioners, he said 
were parliamentary commissioners ; ant it was considered 
that, as in all similar cases, their remuneration was to be 
considered. at the termination of their labours; but be 
, never did conceive them entitled to deduct any per cenlage 
_ far ticir own remuneration from the money passing 
through their hinds, nor that they yere entitled to pound. 
“age ns‘ navy agents.” When the immense increase of 
Business in the department of the treasuty since 1793 was 
: considered, and the inadequacy of the number of parsons 
* allotted to: transact: that business, it was moraHy imnposs 
" sible (Nat’some (HMings shoold not escdpe atterition... He 
. could appeal to the noble lord opposite him (Lord -H. 
. Peify) forabe truth of this observations ‘and ‘the Cause he 
* could faighy mssert existed in the back wirdness’of those at 
“the head of affairs to incterwe the number.bf officers; thd 
_ thereby add tw the public ex ente, by which*they wotld ~ 
“talso expose theiivelfés tov the impatation. uf cxtiiting 
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‘paitsdnage. « Notwithstanding the allditida of ‘ati'assistant 
wicretwry, and the indefatigable labours of himself and his 
GoRetgues, it wat inipdesibte to prevent the Business from 
yoing into arrears. Under suctr cireumstances, then, it 
wis a ‘surpritinge if some dmissions' dceasionally oce 
wur . a La > a f as ° a 
_~ "MA. “Thornfon ‘explained, thet atthough the cofnmis- 
stondrs Wetec riot absoluteby frequited by the act under 
which théy wére eppointed;' to put the money in their 
‘Bands ‘oat at interest for the public advantage, yet they 
Rad pat it oat for their own emolument, and had put 
“tH y 4 sain Of 44,0007. into their own pockets. 
| Mr. Ponsonby said, it was one of the chief objects 
“Of his honourable friend's resolution, that thé accounts of 
“thé ‘corhrhissionérs should be ‘examined by the public 
‘auditor. ‘But the object of censare, upon the gtoss neg- 
‘Tigence of suffering such a business to pro for four- 
‘teen ‘yelirs Without ‘any examination, was not with a view 
‘ts throw. particalar bidme on one administration more 
‘than ‘another, buf in order to deter fature governments 
‘from sdffering similar occurrences to take place. It had 
- been said'that Mr. Bowles néver appeared at the treasury. 
_ Very probably there was no place he would be less likely 
“to visit, sb long as he wished to evadé inguiy. oe 
Lord Henry Petty contended for the resolutions of Mr. 
Orde. He could not perceive any impropriety in‘ what 
was caHed the general censure upon government, as the 
‘ ¥esolutions only stated facts. He commented in strong 
_ terms on the misconduct and prevarications of the com- 
missioners.” If was.not enough to appoint Committets 


’ Their opinions and decisions ought to be followed up by 
le 


the House 66 as {o give the’ public the advantagés 


_ Ought fo derive from their investigations and reports. ‘f 
- _ the Honse shrank from its duty; the public would emter- 


tain and express its opinion on their conduct.. 
- Mr. Barkam observed that the public tnind had'been 


_Aisgusted with what had‘ happened in that House ‘ia 


{ 


reepecsing. thé nature’ of which no man could doabt, fe 
:. Desieched mini 3 


‘several recent cases. He alluded,, as we understood, to 
‘thé fate of the reversion bill, the cases of the Duke of 
York, Lord Castlereagh, &c. ee. and now he feared th 
‘ gninister wished to complete this terrible climax, by, refys- 


, 0g his qssent to a mark of réprobation on a transaction,. 


ministers ard’ .fhe’ House not to degtade 
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ees ize vaptiamentady Reqieren. ~*~ [come 
Caineht in ‘the eyes of the coantry. ‘It was imposible 
that the present system. could go on murh Jovgex.: If 
yeverament set its face against public justice, , the worst 
eoasequences might follow. tet 
- Mr. Secretary Canning reviewed the state of the ques 
Gon, and animadverted, with considerable wit and seve- 
ity, dn the observations which had fallen fram afi honaur- 
able member (Mr. Whitbread) respecting his connection, 
as a fellow-labourer, with Mr. Bowles in, a publication 
some yeats back. He declared that he fiad never any 
scquaintance with Mr. Bowles. His. liteyary tase, he 
believed, might be different from that of the honourable 
member. He had seen the honourable member's six- 
penoy pamphlet, and he myst in trath say, that in.that 
sort of department, Mr. B. beat the honourable member © 
ont and out. :. Perhaps, however, in point,of honesty and 
sincerity, the honorable member might be superior. He 
(Mr, C.) thought himself tio more amenable to the honour- 
able member for his share in the work aYaded to, ia which 
Mr. B. co-operated, than Mr. W. for, hig.. orasogical 
exertions ih: Westminster-hall was amenable {o gim..im 
that House, where he had the good fortyne and honeur.to - 
at with him. spoke h mach i Latin r ; 
- Mr. Tierney s with mach force and animation on 
. the-duty the House owed to its own character and to the 
public, ‘to come ta a decision on the merifg of these com- 
missioners. He thought the object of ministers was to do 
any thing that might suit their purposes, not to prevent 
that House from doing any act that might’ gain them 
eredit with the publi¢. . The attorney-general, or the. paivy 
council, might do something ; but. he Hoyse of Camapens 
‘was {fo be deprived of the opportunity of acquixing per 
yeviving, the public estimatian in which it, ought -be 
held. 1] e hoped and trusted that he shoyld.be, that 
hight, ina majority, 2 cata 
Mr. Hs Thornton after'a few prefatory -rematks, ‘aby 
petved ‘that he thought the resolutions a little tap strengy 
fioagh it was impossibJe. to pass over the miscanduskel 
‘he’ commissioners. He should therefore submit ta the 
Hoyse an amendment, the sulstange of which: wags that 
commissioners had d of government's 


te, commissioners had, taken adyai | 

hog interfering or investigating’ their, ieeny + 3 Uns 
: Xhly hd not ven explicit gto rat e-1p08 shen gxhe 
“winabboitby Me’ Cothuiittes appointed by that Houses 


‘god 


may.2.] _ MILIZ OF DIVORCE. rg 
that they had been guilty of get violation of thet 


aty.. 
The cry of hein frequently and - ‘lendly rer 
pedted, the gal 'y was a being f and strangers excluded, 
airing "the Ww te the farther proceedings, which: eon- 
‘am ‘hour. Two divisions Took place, the first of 
“which was on the previous question, moved by the Chane 
cellor of tht Exchequer, on "8" the numbers were, 


“Majority. - = 95 for the previous question. ; 
: There was a second division which we undérstood took 
dice on an amendment proposed to Mr. Thornton's rese- 
, substituting the word ‘“ omission” for “* negleet,” 
as attributed. aw government, of which one numbers were, . 
QS - = = 2.8 ; 
ah Noes = - 2 2 - 78. 


otf 7% mareee 


“ ia tt 30 
_ Met bing. ip atiiosty we could not leafn the. partien: 
Yars of the final decision; but we understood, that Mn 
Pbornton’s resolution (amended) was carried. 

| Adjourned. | 
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’ gTANDING OBDEE RESPECTING BILLS OF DIVORCE. | 
Berd Aeckland said, that the question which he rose to 
bring forward related’ éntirely tg the discouragement af 
sedpetive adultery ; a vice, which carries a sense .of dis 
gtace and distress into the families both of- the seducer 
buil of the victim of seduction; depriving the innacent 
children of the affections and P rotection. of theix 
and exhibiting | in the higher classes a de epranty hich Thick 
Jowers them in the public cstlination, and at 
time tends to corrupt the wpinds and marals of the infor 
orders of socitt 

ft had long heen matter of re ret io many, that. a vive 
of sech imalignity and mischief is not yet considered by 
pur laws asp crime. We provide rigot ously 2 and inglage 


briowsly for {he pynishwment of of a long Het. € trivial alfanges 
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against the perdgns and ‘propurtics of inttividaws s but we 
totally overlook the’ ceeaesine of domestic hap pinnes. 
Adultery is sybject only to the feeble coercion of tae spi- 
yitual courts ; ia other words, it is left ta ‘ils full range un 
yestrained and unheeded. The‘adulterer, indeed; may be 


- gompelled by a civil factian to pay-a cantary compenss. 
tion, which in many cates the Pilred hasband is ashamed 
to receive, and which in no case has the effect that a soli- 
tary imprisonment of two or three years would have for 
the purposes of reform and of'cxample. Under these 
impressions, he (Lord Auckland) had inclined to 
once more to their lordships,.the bitl -wiich: they had 
passed nine years ago to make adultery punishable as a 
misdemeanor : but he had been discouraged -by » recolier- 
ion of the many long debates to witich he had then sab- 
jected himself, and must be permitted to say : ae 


$ 
« Non eadem ext 2tas, nan mens.” 


He had also wished for a provision (which had been sag. 
gested to him by bis noble and learned friend on the wool- 
sack) against the practice, im prosecutions for attultery, of 
guffering judgment to go by default, ia order to adjust 
privately ata tavern, such damages as may best suit the 
Purposes of a profligate collusion. ; 
itherto the interference of Parliament respecting se- 
ductive adultery has been confined to bills of divorce, 
given to the injured husband, “to annul bis marriage end 
to enable him to marry agaiv.” That interference had 
been practised about 140 years, and in the latter part of 
the period had become scandalously frequent. . 
| e practical construction of those bitls of dévofeehas 
deen, that the adulteress, though not specially enabled by 
any of the clauses, is at liberty to marry agam, and é¢ven 
to marry the adulterer ; and in muny instances ' it $s nioto- 
rious, that the offending ‘parties have intermarried aeoprd- 
ingty. And. thas it is that the faithless wife, by a special 
interference of Parliament, receives hire arid salary instead 
punishment, and becdmes an encoutagement to others fo 
‘pursue the same course, in order to arrive at 4 similar pra- 
tification. so 
Parliamentary bills of divorce aréliable to another ylar- 
‘Gag objection. ‘Every remedial Act of legisteture should 
“be equally within the reach of’ every class of the commu- 
nity. Bat bills of divorce grotinded as they are required 
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to be on various expensive processes (amounting: in some 
instahoes to Sor 4000/.), in the courts of common law, in the 
écolesiastical courts, and at the bar of the two Houses, are 
onfined.te the opulent. And thus the interference of their 
dordships was employed to bring under the public eye the 
~vioes and excesses of the higher classes exclusively. ; 
; . With these views, he (Lord Auckland) would not He 
sorry if parliamentary divorces were altogether discoit- 

‘tinued s bai at all events it must be the duty, antl there- 
fore the wish, of their lordships, not to allow collusion and 
-ebpee, nor to be made the instruments of encouragement 

te conjugal infidetity. 
- Ag the law of England now stands, the divorced hus 
-Sandend wife are prohibited, by the ecclesiastical canons 

#£ 16038, :from marrying again in the life-time of each 

other; and a bond to that effect is required accordingly. 

By the law of Scotland the adujterer and adulteress caa 
in no case intertharry after sentence of divorce. The 

. «evangelical law on these points had been variously inter- 
“preted; but it was not within his province and powers, nor 
| was it necessary to his purpose, to attempt to diss 
.owes it. His objeet was to adopt the principle of the 

Seoteh law as being Proper, just, and expedient. 

Ik notoriously and frequently happens, that adulteries 
take ace on the unpri ipled calculation that a change 
of husbands is desirable and attainable. The new com- 
pact ‘ie anderstood between the parties, and becomes a 

. sort ef honourable partnership of eventual dishononr, in 
‘:. same degree sanctioned and guaranteed by the surrounding 

society. The human mind is such.a mixture of weakness 
and reasoning, that a woman can sometimes frame to her- 
. aelf an apology for the breach of her marriage vow, in the 

-hope and speculation that she may contract a new engage- 
. gmentat the altar with the pariner of her crime. By the 

ion of such marriages, the code of seduction will 
be deprived of one of its principal allurements. — 

- But How will the prohibition operate on the seducer? 
‘$4 ought, if he possesses one latent spark of generosity, to 
-deter bim from an injury, for which all pretence to repa- 
ration is precluded; and andoubtedfy, in many instances, 
it will bave that effect. , 

We are told, however, by some, that it would be a 

‘mere effectual discouragement’ to adultery, if the offend- 
ing partion. wep compelled to intermarry. This sugges- 


_ 
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tiem, taken as an opigram, is not remarkable either for 
_ jts novelty, its truth, on ite wits. taken seriously, 1 woald 
be & monstrous, ayeiqm.of skeiq policy. to enable: women to 
ange their husbands. as.oftenas ios, ori 
“ eit dictate. The, pracnes would be short and: simples 
and would of course.ba comanmmated, by the special intes- 
vention of Parliament, on-the very day ofthe royal: ‘assent 
to the bill of divorce,. . 


But how will the probibition. aperate aa the uafortauate 


abjecta of seduction? . ‘TRhern-is a phrase of hagkneyed: lee 
vity, that ‘* the. wamau whoa Gelibelotee iodeut ‘3° bat it had 
been well said by a noble earl (Buckinghamshire) when: 
this subject was debated. hexelofere, that.when the preliist 
bition in question shall be established, every. women! whie- 
etiberates will be. savetl. : {retriqrable cata: wt protént 
f to her view. % 

"It is no objection to. monsune tial it-wrill net sntohd 
to the case af a married. seduoer, if heican contdve to! 
break the en ia his degerted wile, the aneramee ‘willl 
eventually ap hes the yp the 

Still less is Pe an objection, that a:. standing ‘order is lesb 
extensively binding . than an act of. Parliament. 4¢-wilt: 
be equally binding on qurpelves as a rals fo for our reoerds : 


ing, unless specia casas can be imagined igh id 
should think i¢ right to make an ox ion: And.-thip 
‘mode js consonant to Grident reason, & to’ the raatiee? 


of both Houses of Parliament in t-to eaoh other. A ‘ 
seference to the journals (from which h Lord Auckland” 
stated _several precedents) would shew theandoubted truth 
off this assertion... : 
The Proposition itself was not new. It had been | ; 
forward first by the Duke of Athol, in the form of a bill, 
in 1770; and again by the. present Bishop of Durbam, in ‘ 
1779 ; and for the thi . time in 1800. . Thee lordshipe™ 
House had always passed the bill ; but it bad Hat received © 
the concurrence, ‘af the House of Coramons 


{In conclusion, he trusted thet he; had shewn the thea- ; 


sure in question to be right..in its le, oxpedieat in - 
its tendency, and corregt in. itg mo inet did net seek t--: 
unish excesses, but to prmyont them. .:It-was hot.his wish ~ 
aggravate the sufferings. of the unfortunate victim of | 
adulterous. seduction g, hut.it was his camnest: naid in the 
words. of the poet, . eerie ¢ oe fat ay 


rye teach sigh city petweryerreth clare ~ to Fe 


* “ Phat purity, oss is loss of dll.” 


= 
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eax. 2] .-- EALLA,O8. DIVEROR: .:  - . set 
-Hedhen sade. the:following motion: © 
<* Ordered, that no bill, grounded on a petition to this 


Honea te dieselae a marriage’ for: the cause of adaltery, 
quik to. dneble: the petitioner td ‘niwry again, shall be re- 


_ cpived by: thie House; ‘unless a: provision be inserted i in such - 


bill, that it shall not be lawful for the 3 whose mur. 
e rodk the petitioner shall be dissetved, to intermarry 
party, on: account of whose adultery 
with ech povon’ 4t onal betherdia enacted, that stioh mar- 
mage shall dissolved. - Provided; that if at the time 
eC eahibiting the ssid bill, such offending party 
aball pep 5 such provision as aforesni Sal not be ine 
sertedwithe said: bill: 
+ Che dsm of: Redsov mae some observations unfavour- 
able to the proposition. 


gutertained the same: sentiments on . 


this subject as be had before expressed. His lordshi. 
cpeld nat: parceive bow the great cause of moralit 
be effectually promoted by such a measure. The en sum 
of; 40904." seemed . enormours in such a case; but if it 
‘ware necessary to incut such expences, he should rather 
day.that eomethiag should be done to make the matter 
mre equal to the. lower clases. He wished as much as 
apy:nable lord ta diminish efences ofthis description, 
whigh.-had such baneful consequences, and was willing 
ta.do pay thing in bis power. to catry into effect any 
‘myegenxe for that.purpose, as far as the mild and beni 
nent. ¢pirit.of our daws sould be kept in view. But nig 
morals be promoted by taking away almost. the onl 
r: 


chancp of reform amending the life of the female 
Jf nable berda- jeok: at .the instauces of such per. 
sons Givorecd, : who, dik not ‘marry,-and compare them 


wiih. these: who ‘subsequently. married, they would find 


or patties. 


a eryvereat. dificrenoe. Some unfortanate ladies had . 


meee after thein faults, a character that might even 
ee by He thohght stich:a measure rather | 


ee , taking ‘away-all -rentody for 
"lh cer seabsly t ded-%o make the woman 


a Set fata and.not a’ wife, and to shut up the 


— 


dager fe repentance aad seformation. He liad a‘ sincere . 


deaige.to ydpresa: theveyil, but he- Had ‘a firm conyiction | 


- that the prohbibition,bad a tendency rathér to increase 
dt.- He hoped te. sco something better Proponed thane 
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measure which, in its opesation, might become se severe 


end cruel. —_ St te aig LE 
. the Archbishop af Catterbury, after some. prefatery 
observations, said, that though he was not so fortéuate 
as to hope by this measure to extinguish this great crime, 
yet be was aPPY to adopt any practical mode: 

venting the facilities to the commission of adultery. If 
was, he Ismented to say, very seldom that he could sca 
their lordships’ table pure and clean from. the poltution 
of divorce bills, now becoming daily more frequent, So 
common indeed were they, that, to use the words of an’ 


old aathor, they seemed to .be considered as the propet 
fruits of marriage. There was, he. feared hardly, & per 
digree that was not stained and broken 6y this sad fre« 
quency of crime. It was impossible that such thin 

. gould fast long. Marriage was, .in' fact, the basis of a 

eur telations and duties in social life. It begay with th 

ereation, and it remaincd in the radist eloments .of sos 
ciety. Its importance and sanctity were recognized b 

the universal consent of mankind. In this country, ine 
deed, we did nbt exalt it into a sacrament; bot we re- 
geaded it justly as a. sacred institution. Jt was. both a 
sivil contract and a religious rite. tlis Grace reviewed 
the slate of matrimonial obligations among the Romans, 
and shewed, from a variety of illustrations and quotations, 
the immense importance of fosrding them from the ine 
trusions of licentiousness. The misery that the crime of 


- adultery caused to families was of the most sericis - 


nature. There was.one result of sech criminality, which 
it was the highest duty and soundest policy of any sta 
to prevent; he meant the neglect of children,. which wah 
its natnral consequence. His Grace would not take upos 
himself to say how far, in ancient. times, ‘the barbaroa 
ractice of the exposure of children might. have prise 
Foe this offence; but he was. syre that its frequéne’ 
might be fairly considered as leading to the alate ine 
differegoe, and most shocking carelessness and geglect of 
our oBspring. His Grace then proceeded. to the religious 
view of the question, and entered into the history of the 
customs of the western world on the subject of marriage, 
which, until the Reformation, were considered Bere ine 
Gimoluble. After that great eVeut, persons “wero: set’ at 
libexty in cases, of ‘adultery ; and. subsequent! y the mai 


‘ an - fbr (ee f 


4 
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fiuge of thide divoreed by act of: pdrliamént, took place, 
‘With respect to hig opinion, and that of iia learned and 
fevetend: bretliren on the beach, Kis Grace observed, that 
by. the divine law there was a liberty to niafry again, or 
@lse ynquestiombly that reverend bendh would, befor 
how, Have interposed. Heé quoted passages from Ihely 
Writ, in ‘the original Gréek, and in the vernacular 
tonguc, expressive of the Scripture doctrine on this snl» 
gest, and madé a variety of temarks, and used many are 
gdments which we are sorry we are unable to delail. He 
edncluded a Very argumentative and eloquent speech by 
declaring that he thaught the measure an act of mercy. 
Tt was to take out of the mouth of the seducrr ‘hig 
Specious, delasive, and fatal arguments and temptations, 
to prevent. him from tecommending. bimself to the. weak 
Sy saying he meant sdthisig dishonoutble, and pointing 
out a futiire marriage as ‘a source af future and auge 
mented felicity; the means by which female virtue wag 
but tod often and tob .succe-sfully assdiled. He felt it 
to be his duty, in the hope of aitaining some.good, ti 
support (he mation now befare theic lordshipsi 
; d Ercking mate ah anininied spéech in support of 
the motion. . Hehi hly com ptimented the right reverend 
relate ‘for the sentiments hé liad atiered, aud dwelt with 
auch eloduchce da the institution of marriage, the v 
prtvenct bad on socicty, and. the innumerable ‘and 
estimabld dities and benefits that flowed. from it ia all 
our relations, hopes, and prospects. It was- most ex- 
traordindry that the Icgislature’ coull permit the foun- 
dation. df sueh: a connection to. éxist in the commission 
‘ofa érime tat strick at iw vety root, and should enable 
those 16 .cntet into.all its advantages, who had treated 
tt with contempt and,scora by the non-observance and 
‘violation of all the’ duties it imposed. The adoption of 
the propuccd-stdailing order did vot prevent dhear lardyhips 
from acting in particuiat cases as might scem. to thep 
‘fitting: Dut (bd dififence was abundant between the rule - 
andthe éxceptiong: What aréater. misiemeagour coal 
there be thnad seductive Adultery ? A risistlesnpeanour was 
@ privg!d wrang,; but a wrodg that injured. the peace angi 
sbappiacss Sof siciety; and surely nutsances and assaulés 
‘Were inferior in’ the! comparison. His lordship, painted 
‘the picture of a faniily ruined by this afficting offence} 
® Yow. Hi MOO. 2... 2H, ae 


ght THE PARLINMEWENY BEGIOTER, i rowan 


by hik #poecti thi. night he-aetunlly supported. > Besilles|> 
could not that House pass the bill witvou! the clause? «be: 
should nat speak at length becaasy depve- was do thi. aad 
aaden.tance en so important'asabject.. © 0 ut 
The Lord Chancellor -wila arent poed humouvenyai ned: 
his former obscrvations, and ‘shewed . the misonnge pions’ 
inte which the noble earl had fallen. ‘He waa-very 
that the nobleearl had misunderstood hint; but wa 
afraid they should not soba: understand cach athers 
The Ear! of Liverpoo! supported the bill, and Lord 
Darnley entertnined a different .apinion. «His lo 
disapproved of the practice of the cpwrte, eo muehteneoudss: 
by a late nable aud learned ‘jpdge, of giving heavy 
damages in cases, where, to any honoarable mi ind, money. 


ceuhi‘be no compensation... meh ak " 
The fiwase divided, re tT 

' * For Lord Anrleinde motion ote Bee. 
Against it re a are ee | Sr oa. 


cet Adal « wut 
Mujovity fer tno vanding order " 38: wy 


Adjourned. 4 e 


tb entatastermntigaiocty ‘ "i ‘ I, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS: pon 
‘, PUBSDAY, May 2. bers 


, Bie Thome Turton, after an intreduvtoey. sqonch lof: 
sere length, in which he expatiated on tbe miaevies new 
euffering in various paals of Band by insolvent dabiors, 
* who, with their starving families, emounied to. 18,°00 
persons, preased-upam the consideration of the baled thee: 
necesrity of @ bill for their relief. The present.anmbenof 
§nsul vent debtors; che said, excoedad by ane-thint the deal 
oftho-e in prison when. the lost ‘bill .of this natare ead 
‘passed ; and ‘the elause:in. that, bill for 0 spersens 
eonfined for apie notexceeding 20. to: prcenre thei dibe- 
ration, upom certain conditsans, was of np adwantage 5: sor 
. seatdtauy debtor hadiavailed himself of a, peceuse, it tes 
lieved hinj froma no other debt than the: meneeum: 
be wa: actualy y cong fined; and after going to the expeace 
of of procuring his liberty, he was liable, the next moment, 

throwin inta prison 'e land agbin ohe in exedcytion: 
*y y any offer ctaditer : aoside, the vebief thia- blauee would 
in a cyent afford wis extoienelp Hmvited, companntirely 
“yi the sumbers configndy Sot: watofaee ipevenian same. am, 


uae ®. } *- WOE LA AMROISs |. 2 
_the King’s Boneh prison, the. number conned far dale, 
wider QM. waedut tmety-ibreo: . dt would be secessary, 

therefote; to introduc inte dhe bill he saoald baye the how 
nourto propose, some pringiple ia ramedy the defect. The 
Aber alterations, Gic. proposed, would be to extead thd 
reliof-beyend the sata of debt limited by the last bill ag 
3500/. to 9000]. and inolude persons who mere fugilives 


_ tothe leles of Man; Guerasey, Jersey, and elsewhere. He 


soneluded hy movitg for leave to bring in a didi for th | 
Jelicl 66: cerfnin insolvent debtdrs ia Kagcland.-—Lenve - 
granted, anil Sir ‘Thamas Tarien: aad Mr. ‘Beand oppoints 
oto ‘prepare the same, 


’ 3 
- SpANISH EXPEDITION. 


"Ar. Tierney rose -to meve for a copy of a letter from 
Sir John Moore to Mr. Frere, dated at Salamanca, New 
vesaber the 14th, or such cxtract from the same as the 
right honaurable Secretary for Foreign Affairs should 
think these was no impropriety in disclosing ; at the samp - 
tame, however,. got concealing any silitary transaction 
ef which it was proper and necessary for the Hogse 1o he 
informed of preparatory to. the discussion upon the suber 
lect. ‘Phe other paper of which be had given potice, ang 
for which lhe also intended to thove, was a copy of the 
Temonsirance addecssod by Mr. Frére to the Supreme J unig 
-of Opain: inmmediatoly previous, to the Tecvipt at: the letter 
*: wation, . 
Tr. Canning reperted to the honoarable gentlemen the 
‘atsurance hovhad givon fast nigh!, that there seally was no 
stioh deénmeatiin Ssisvofice, nor had ever been pecnivead 
‘tthesa, as thedetter in quostion ; and akhowgh the up qdage 
leation'suggested by the honourable gentleman might have 
‘pemaved all. ebjections to comply with his mative, hed 
-gaeh a latter heen ih the office, yel, os tw he jravaeaced na sych 
-Gnéumedat, he must of. course-oppose sha f ipart Of the mer 
“fon. Toy tite ether pant he brad no 

. After some conversation «the fet ation We angen 
ond -the ater agneod (a. ok wr 


. | MILITIA COMPLETION RIPE, ' 

on 11 On the questing. far Ue thixd seading of this bill, ..; . ; 
:. Sir Dk Derton coeld not: gaffer thia: Ta ae 
through ihe. House-miibout giviag i his xeprebensign, 
Hen ounld act ganioni se keep apa much larges dandiog 


rg . 
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aymy than’ the necessity of the. times. requiged, and he 
therefore saw no necessity for adding tp it now, when there 
i> no immediate danger of invasion. As for sending atmies 
to the Coutinent te contend against the armies of France, 
he thought that this coun'ry was in na situation to cope. 
by land with France, and therefore that we should nat at- 
tempt it. The annual expence of our mititery force wag 
now prolligious, amounting to near.24 millions, while we 
bad in arms near 700,000 men. He saw no reason fbr such, 
a vast expendi(ure of money, or for teafing so many mén 
from their ordinary avocntions. . . 
Mr. Wilberforce thought that those genetal declaratmos 
against standing armics were very dangerous at the pre- 
sent times, Experience had abundantly proved that it 
was only by regular armies well supplied, that red ilar 
armies were to be effectually resisted. I€ we wishect fa¥ st® 
curity, we mast not refuse to pay’ forit.. Ne disapproved 
very much of the language which had Betn held gut of 
doors, and which went to persuade people that this waswrt 
enslaved country. For bis part, he conccived that it way 
the most free and happy country in the universe, and lie 
was thankful to Providence for assigning it as his lot to be 
born in this country, and in the presenttimes. As {o the 
conduct of ministers with respect to Spain and Porttyeat} 
he thonght (hey were rather too forward than too backwar 
in the assistance they gave. ‘This was .an error, howe¥cr; | 
on the right side, and agrecable to the gencral feeling of 
the nation. — _ moe Te 
Mr. Hawkins Browne was of the same opinion,’ dnd 
could not agree with those who were against prepafation; 
from the supposition that invasion was not fo be dreaded; 
am? that the Jeliverance of Europe, or any part of tt, was 
absolutely hopeless. po Fes 
“ Mr. Windham spoke, at considerable length, 'iu saps 
port of those military opinions which be had so’ often ex. 
ressed in the Houge. He céuld not alldw that the loodk 
itiilia was worth the moncy it cost, or. .that. it would be 
in any way better than the training bill. ‘Phere vere 
always men enough in the, country, and_ it appeared to 
him that if, withott ‘going to ‘the éxpdnce of cloathing 
 ortraining theni; they were'yithply to be énralted ‘and In- 
. erpoiated with the atmy, they would: be ‘of niore tise’ 
than locked up in suck. corps a6 these antler militia offl$ 
‘cers. He could not sce why government now wanted é6 
Jarge an accessigu to the army as 24,000. Was. it that 
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fre had sufferéd ‘losses in Spain fo any thing neat that 
amount ?, or was it, that by their alerations in the systenk 
he had the honour of infroducing, that the ordinary re- 
cruiting had now become deféctive? He hoped that mi- 
nisters did not intend to send out expeditions to wage war 
against the yellow fever in the West Indies. Victories 
in that part of the world did not increase the confidence 
of our allies, He really did not wish to trust ministers 
with large armics, until he had some idea what they meant 
todo with them. Hle then recapitulated at considerable 
length, the opinions ‘he had formerly expressed’ on that 


subject. 

| Lord Castlereagh replied at considerable length, and - 
“early in’ the same words as be had used in former stages 
ofthe bill, ot : 

*, Mr. P. Moore said, he thought the present a very 
unnecessary measurc, which woild cost the ‘country 
1,200,0002 merely, as he believed, to create .patronagé 
and obtain support to administration, and therefore he 
muyt enter bjs protest against it. Fram the very thin 
slate of the House, it would seem ‘as if the membérs were 
‘ddad to the interests ‘of ‘the public; but he vas‘ deter. 
mined to let his constituents see he was ready to da bis 
‘duty, and tp oppose such unnecessary expenditure; and, 
feeling tle measure to be such as he: had described it, 
‘be was determined ‘to take the sense of the House on it, 
‘though he should sfand alone on the division. 
++ The, Chancellor of the. Exchequer said, the bill bad. 
‘already been so fully and frequently discussed, that even — 
the rich ani, fertile mind of Mr. Windlam had not that 
night beén able to advance any thing new on it. . It was 
not, therefore, to be wondered at, that the members af 
‘that House who had listened to so many discussions, and 
‘made up théir minds on’ the subject, ‘sltould not think i¢ 
“necessary fo attend this last siage of t:’ Lt was that, an 
‘not any inattention to the interests of ihe public, thas 
‘caused so thin a House at that moment..- ' 7 
Mr. HT. Martin said, he thought the great danger of 
‘the congtry,at the present ‘crisis wquld arise. from thé 
enarmons increase ef ity expenditure. “The House ought, 
therefore, carefully jo guarf against’ all unnecessary exe 
‘pences; and as he thought the present measure would, 
‘without any jist cause, add £,200,0::0/.. te the burdeas 
‘of the people, who wey alteady extremely distressed, he 
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should vote agninst the third reading :df fhe bill. & 

division accordingly took place. 

. For the. third reading, 57. Against it, 6. 

- The bill was then read a thitd time and passed. 
Adjourned. | Co 


. 8 
ommemeen mate rat 


HOUSE OF. COMMONS. ¢  * 
‘WEDNESDAY, MAY 3. . a 


_. SPANISH AND PORTUGUESE. EXPEDITIONS. 
Lord Temple moved for a return of any communications 


‘+ junde from the inedical staff tb the medical board. of the 


sick.and wounded mea id the expedition td Portugal aid 
Spain, and also for a list of the sick and wounded of th 
expeditions, who bad died since their return to Engtand. 
His motive for this motion was, that he understood thege 
had been a great defect in the number of surgeons to Ht- 
tend those man, and also in the medical stores sent ‘for ‘tHe 
use of the army. , Con 
Eorit Castlereagh said, he should feel it bis duty to ops 
pose the motion of the noble lord ; first, because it was 
wholly unprecedented in that House, and decondly, be- 
gavee if the return really was made, it would answer Ag 
spanner of purpose to the noble lord, or afford hiln'the. 
yneans of drawing any deduction, withogt an opportunity 
of comparing similar réturas from an drmy of,equal nuips 
bets wader similar circumstagtes. The army in Spain had 
certainly undergone mich greater falighes almost than any - 
other troops employed wpon any expedition during the war, 
. and consequently a much greater proportion of them’ toust 
have becn exposed to the casuallies inseparable from'nbs 


inetous armies. under all the, vicissitudes of. climate Ho 


bervice. Even of the great numbers of such an army who 
retarn in health, it was well known that many would aftér- 
§ards tall sick in consequence of the fatigues dud hari. 
ghips they had previously inde gone. This was the case 

th the troops who bhd.returned from {hic late expedition : 
ut he could not’ see how the returns moved fot by the 
Aoblelord could throw any light upan, the doubt- he seemed 
to entertain, or to the defects he supposed tp.exist, cither 
in the number of surgeons, or the quantity. of medical stores 
sent opt to the armies. He would assute the, noble‘ Jura, 
fhat the troops were more perfectly restored to health ; and 


and damp thoardong of the Aimy. oe 
Mr. ‘hiiad said his noble friend coufd titve nto sach, 
purpose in view ; 





motion. . . Sn t 
Lord. Call reagh aphid, that such complaint as’ that _ 





As a solder, 
d, Mag et ‘an 
¢ tréops. 





rSAguently, ether of their wounds, of the fatigue o 

7 Aaeld-rekeat in'the midst of winter, would! not, of ttseti 
i" rf el syn, the, medieal board, ot taedicat 
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agifiants, The Houseshould be satisfied, or gt leayt have. 
reason ta believe, that theve -was some floss occasioned by . 
this cause before they instituted inquiry. ‘If, however, any, 
regular complaint was made of actual loss from either of” 
those cauees, he would allow, that it would be proper that. 
there should ba an inquiry. | . 
Mr. Freemantle thought the motion was proper upon. 
other grounds. If any unusual number of men were lost” 
upon any expedition, it -was necessary to find out the, 
cause, If, instead of the blame attaching to the medical’. 
board, it was fouad to have proceeded from bad arrange.” 
ments in the transport service, and from the manner in. 
which they were embarked ; this also, though affecting” 
ministers more dhan the medical board, ‘was a proper sub- | 
ject of inquiry, sad it was therefore necessary that the fact ° 
should be ascertained. © cS 
Ur. Wilberforce mid, he would. not fecl comfortable in © 
negativing a motion which proceeded from an anxiety to” 
inquire into any thing which concerned the fives or health 
of those concerned in empeditions. He knew thit in the 
administration of Lord Melville, great improvements were 
made, in the mode of embarking the troops, which impro-. 
yements.he supposed werestill in force. He hoped, how- - 
ever, that if the motion were withdrawa, it would be 
fectly understood that the subject would undergo a Fall 
inquiry.out, of doors. ae ee 
Lord Castlereagh said, if there had been no particular’ | 
inquiry hithesta upon that point, it was because he had ‘ 
never heard sugh a complaint made before ; and there was 
nothing on the face of. the papers to lead him to suspect‘ ': 
any fault in this department. As the subject, however, | 
had been mentioned ia the House, he should make it hig | 
business to inquire particulasty. oO 
Karl Temple, in consequence of this promise of the | 
poble lord, congerted to withdraw bis motion. | 
Adjourned) p 0 - | 


t! the cp aed “oft Tat eee , . ; , 

2 HOUSEOF LORDS |") 
Lord Selkixk roge,to- make his. praised motion vetative | 
to the affair of. the Chess le -had lonp wished te 
hear the. question broughs furaard: by some person of" 
more right. mx. the Kame; tbat danpe-had: eta “dea fit at 

. : os 
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pointed, and circamstances. did-.not attow the subject fo 
e longer delayed. in-a former aegotiation to which 
this affair hac icd, ministers had: shewn'a disposition to 
thake improper cagcessions. A-réenewatof the negotiation | 
being prebable, the interposition ‘of. the House became 
necemary, to prevent e@ sacrifice of oft national honor 
atid ‘with It onr first national interest, the mainten'tnee of 
‘our maritime preponderance. Nothing, ‘he trusted, was 
yet irrevocably concladed, and an expresston of-the sense - 
of the House might prevent .the evid. Under: these cir. - 
cumstances, it was the duty ofthe House to offer its 
advice,-as the hereditary council-of tee crown; and the 
Fhonse wonld not abasden that privetege- and that duty, 
not wifhstandin: the navel dectriae lately broached, that - 
nd Sibject ef discussion was lit to be! entertained by the - 
Hounse,, woless ministers’ had given’their gonsent ‘to the — 
inguiry., - 
; two thie pore ieoeesa , sary to bring: forward his ise 
eussion ccount 6 misapprehensions w re> ~ 
wailed fa to’ the real state of the cee. it was a matter of 
notoriety, that Admiral Berkeley having intelligence that 
certain British deserters ‘were. on ‘board the American - 
frigate,. gaye orders to demand their restoration, and in 
case -Of resistance to search for them ‘by force. It was 
weélf known that our government had immediately diss 
avowed: this act, and offered to make Yatiun for it: 
Their condact in this respect has met-with little animad. 
version. The attack had been considered ne an unwar- 
ratitable aggression: but it could only be considerdd in 
that light fom a total inafte..tion to ‘the circumstances 


which. led to it-—cireumstances of wirich the public do 


not seem to have been fully informed.:: The question h 
been. stated as ‘if it rested entirely upon the ‘right o 
searching neutral ships, and it has been Isid ‘down as ine 
contestible, that this right does not extend ténatéénal 
wesacls commissioned by a neutral state. Admitting this, 
however, on what does the distigctip@ test) éi ween na- 
tional and private Ships? It cannot be contended that 
to seduce away desertérs, tNough a ‘violation of. oyr nas 
tiongh righte-whon done by mpeivate individal, ty to offehice: 
persons in. thé ddhmbil tateewmptoyml rt of’ a povern- 


But-in shiecasd the. poveranient eit? answerble © 


mee F t . 2 
for ihe oondust of ails sqrehitte, Ss ywreeuined to be'wilting;: | 
@n ptoper applicaticn, to redress the wrong and punish 


‘ - oc Fe bo pr ry: 
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e offender. Jt is, because. there js nosuch means Of ‘Tee 
‘hese in the case’ roe offenders, that it must be 
jaken by summary means. But if a government refuses 
to redress notorious wroygs committed by their servants 
Zainat the righis,of,apother country, they are guilty, of 
an act of hostility; they bave given justifiable cause of 
war; the grounds.of the distinction in favour pf the nae 
tional commission are gone away; and redress must be 
_ songht by the same summary means aos in the case of ine 
. dividuals, The American government put itself decis 
dedly into this predicainent. The officers employed in 
_ Alting out the Chesapeake frigate reccived and protected 
men notoriously degerters frgm the Britivh navy. Nay 
erous appligations from their officers were refused or 
evaded ; and the American governyient, when applied ta 
by _qur consul and envoy, would giye no redress. — ' 
Lord Selkirk entered “into, a detail of facts in proof of 
hese assertians. Ralfprd, qne of the deserters seizedon 
board the Chesapeake, was afterwards seized at Halifax, 
When it way clearly proved that he and several others 
had deserted, under circumstances aggravated by matiny, 
and had heep received the very next day at Norfolk iq 
_ Virginia. as recruits for the American service. At thé 
suggestion of ihe Amarigan oflicer, they entered them. 
selves by false namen; and thig officer, when applied to 
hy the caplaiy and he British consul, pretended to know 
ef na such inen, thopgh they had been seen parading 
openly yndcr the American flag, in sight of the British 
oilicers, wha gflered to point them out. Every applica- 
tian was evaded with shameful prevarication: nor were 
these confined to officers of inferior rank. Two others 
‘of the deserters, taken out of the Chesapeake, made vow 
Jyntary canfession at Halifax, in which they declared 
that iommodore Barron had promised to protect them, 
g¢ Ahoughthey were deserlerys from an English man of war,” 
and yet the answex.of Commodore Barton to Calptata 
Humphries of ,the Leopard, when he demanded the dex 
acrierg, was, that he knew of noge such beiag on board. 
Halford was proved and acknowledged hiruself to be bora 
in London; yet the president. of the United States, ig 
the proclamation isgued after the attack on the Chesaa 
- peake, asserts, that ‘fit had been ascertained that the 
men emanded, wets naliive bizn Amegicans.” It waa yee 


pestcdlly profsopd (hat orders had bery given tent wo 


7~ 


e 
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-Briish degeriem; and yet after the trial 6f Ratford ‘had 
_glearly. praved that this orler had not been obeyed, me 
 PQuiTy was ever instilued into the conduct of their offi- 


eis... This algng was sufficient to make the American 
government a party to the offence. Bunt there was fur. 
ther grongd to beljeve that ubey had all along connived 

it, The, Britizh consyl in Virginia had forwarded.te 

r. Erskine @ statement of the desertion of Ratford and 
hig, associates, wilh a description of their persons, by 
which Ratford jn particular might have been identified 
avith perfect ease and certainty. These docufocnts must 
gf. conte have been communicated to the American ‘gone 
ywernment by Mr, Erskine, which would appear if thia 


_- pasteapondence were produced, Taking the whote cir. 
_ oumstances together, ‘nothing could be more absurd than 


{o treat-the aflack of the Chesapeake as an unprovoked 


- @nimge. A palpable offence had been committed against 
. OE Bali rights, and all redress being tefased, theré 


i” no alteruative left, but tp take it into our own hands. 


_ Jt is:abjected, indecd, that by the qrders he gave, Ads 


miral Berkeley went beyond his power dnd his just pro- 
vince, taking upon himself to decide questions of pcace 


ox war. This, however, cannot affect the question bee 


_ tween the two nations, Admiral Berkeley did: no more 
_ than bjs government had a just right to order him to do; 
. whether. be acted by previous orders or not, could only 
L, pe a question’ between him and his own government, 
Nothing 


had been dune by Britain against America, mrord 


7. than the conduct of America had fully justified. That wag 
. ,RGl a proper case for the offer of reparation; if any: were, 
' “due, jt; would be from that government whiclr had ‘en. 


couraged its officers ih.a voluntary infringement of our 


‘ national righis. .-To make an offer of reparation, in tha 
. waqualificd yaaner in which it had been made, was equie 


yalent, to all-admission, that the Americans bad been 
guilty. of .no ‘offeuce; in ather words, that their governs 
ment: might, seduce away our men without question; or 
that, if such acts were covefed with a’ sufficient cont of 

revarication and falsehood, no other satisfaction would 
Fe required. To acquiesce in such conduct could'dnly 
Jead to further provocations: and if this needed any 


.. proof,-it would be found in the circumstance, that at the 


¥ery time when. the American. officers ih Virginia’ werd 
gm jag away. Hritish. deserters, the civil powcy in Mary- 


é 
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land was ewplayed to aid the officers-0f-alPretch chip 
do recover sone of they . Mueh. has dbeon' sald of ‘Thé 
provocations given to America by the British.goveriiticht, 
what comparison cay the utmost. exaggetation make 
etiween those provocations which Anversoa veventd ‘60 
vehemently when coming from Britaie, sind these to wlrich- 
ebe has quietly guomitted from Fraaoey+'Fhe' Frencht: 
government, however, has at least had ihe mexibof being 
wnifurm and consistent; while the vactlatiny and tins: 
steady polic, of Britain, leading the Amevicans ta oxpect’- 
the most exiravagant concessions, és tie real cause of their ~ 
violence. against us. The proscnt miniaters bud sliewt - 
@ more steady resistance to these.demands;: than bit mary 
fermer occasions; and se far:at :lénst..their-condtct Batt - 
eertainly been advantageous to thevcduntry ae 
Upon the facts already stated, Lord Selttirk avtued, * 
that sufficient grounds had been. laid for a:vaddvess tM ' 
throne to state the opinion. of ibe Howse, thas sation 
ought to be demande! from the Ameritan po 37: 
for the conduct of theft officers, in sedacitg desdttets * 
from his majesty’s naval service, ‘That propevition rested ~ 
‘on the aeknowledged priaciples ef the law of natiowl: ° 
But the question was closely connected with: the perteral | - 
maritime rights of Great Britain—rights which. wete ‘to’ 
be maintained on much broader:grounds. The clatin uf" 
this kingdom to the dominion of the seas hee been treated“ 
by some of the bighest aytherities on the law wf -antions; -7 
as altogether untenable, and is stitl: looked upon by many | 
enlightened men qs a. fanciful creation. of.-valgst'' pre«” 
eee Bat wa circumstances of the wostd: hateise coms" 
Nely changed within the last ‘twenty yours! that thé ‘7 
Feasonings of Grotius and Puffendart re no donger ap-: : 
plicable.to the existing state of things. .Ga thesvery “ 
principles laid dowa by these’ eminent weiter, there ibs ' 
Row ground for asserting, op the part of Greut Britain; 
& paramount right of jurisdiction over the ovein;'founiied ¢ 
on the same principles on: whieh any other Jegitimate ~ 
sovercigniy can be claimed—cron: the principle: that aN - 
legiance and protection are reoiproeal duties, ‘Fhe Bri. < 
tish navy is the power, whigh alone cts the freedom‘: 
of the seas. A gigantic, ugurpation. haa overpowered the ~ 
continent of. Europe, and pureuqs-ita lawless course tev * 
wards universal empire, setting-‘at ‘daBange ail the rel — 
styatttts of justice aad morality ;,‘andumera' jt doogheeksd-' 


fen S 


yf 


MAY hl) abverved oitexreits; sti 


hy the aavel: tewer of Great Britain, would assuredly. 


_bq;:as-tymeniand at e¢a-‘as at laid. The former. conduct. 
of Brancetawanls Amories iteelfis a sufficient proof of 


th. .. The..Aspericare cannot: have forgot the rapine, vias. - 


lence, and insult: cf the French cruizers from the year. 


1797 to H79Q.;. The. French government, now the chame 
pion of-the liberty. of the seas, then set up against acutral 


commetoce pretensions the most monstrous, aud in a s‘ate’ 
of professed . pedco exercised unheatd of depredations on. 
Aunesican. cemnteroe.” Every vescl which contained. 


tha. 
a single. asticle: of Brithh produce or manufacture was 


ged as prize, with all its cargo. On this and. 
iber; such pretences; without «shadow of right, depre... 


Were cammmitied to the extént of 2) or ‘’o millions 
of dollars. In less dhan ¢wo' years at. least 300 American 
ships hed is: thie way been tondenined , 
reparaijon bbs to thisdey been made. The American go- 
v 


fed, wittiont venturing upon one act of 


. VeRnpent, 
retgkatiqnend at lexgthconclude:!, in 1800, a treaty with 
BAU 


for all which no.. 


payed which: the adjustment of tlie calamities ma.« . 


and claimed, is put off to a more convenient . 


. Oppartenity. These captares were accompanied by every 
speries,.of. cruelty and insolt. Ansefican captains weng 
copfined.,in, jrons, flogged, and even torfured. These 
faqis ,negt on: no doubtfal authority. Mr. King, their 
ambageador at Londen, bimselfattests the case of an Ames 


Tican. cagtainy oh whose hands he saw the marks of the | 
thambosazawa. .. To all this, thoagh continued for several. 


yeatfy, the Ametioan gevernment was oblige to.submit 


and, if they.are. ist: still. urider the nece:sity of submitting .* 


to augh, jzeatment, it..is-the British navy which protects 
thems, :AJk other neuisals are m the same predicament, 


,one of them woukd, be able te muidiain their awn. 
rights ageinat thepower of France. While the.splendid © 


victories of aur avy haye invested this nation with power 
to disiate the laws which are te govern the ocean, nothing 


is wanied .but.a just aud equitable exercist of this pawer. . 


tit on the same footing with any other legh imate 
obviate every probabitity of its being exerted unjasily, 


to 
jurisdeption. tis ho hes for ob lnterest than'our ho , 
T y 


‘heas, fot which'we ought. ta cone. 


tend, , is not. the mere valrue: asédndancy of superior force, 


—ap. ascendancy which, belig exercised without ‘rule, 


- at a e e 
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may occosionoy bc absurd, but & regular, systematic, © 


246 THE PARTIAWENY ANY @eapreH. [doReG 
arganiséd sovereignty, wader which wo vggit to gird td 
the commesee of all maritime independent nation tha 
‘game protectiod as to enr. own, but with the express oon 
dition of theie. concurring with we in the measures whic 
are necessary fer the maintenance of that naval power. 
which is the last stay of the liberties of the werld. | Upos 
these principles, the British naval power might be rere 
@eret the basis of a d maritime confederacy; undet 
which the commercial rights of the associate! states miglit 
be: clearly defined and secured against. alt interruption, 
Zo such nations as are disp to enter frankly inté 
these views, every commereial advantage, which we cati 
bestow, onght freely to be communicated. These cott: 
tries, on the other hand, which are ander the contro 
of our antagonist, ought not te -be allowed to navigate fi 
ship. If it be not an idle fancy. new to think of peace 
with France, the only condition on which it can be cone 
vluded with: any appearance of safety, is that of her aba 
solute renunciation of all rights om the sea, the surrendey 
or destruction of ber ships of war, and the assured res 
newal o hostilities when the first bolt is ativen into . 
ene. On this principle, a system of foreign - polity; 
worthy of the British nation, may yet be built ; bnd a 
this system .alone, can we expect to form a counterpoise 
to the. overgrown power of France on the continent of 
Europe. Next to the establishment of an effectual sysa 
tem ‘of military defence at hume, this is the most impor 
tant object of our policy; and one, in competition with 
which. no commercial advantage deserves’ a moment’s 
consideration. It is high tinté to ‘act systematically on 
this view, to assert and maititain- our maritime soves 
itignty, te lay duwn just and impartial laws, not to 
allow any nation in the world to navignte a ship except in 
compliance withthem. With respect to America, we have 
necommercial interest that should be an obstacle to amicag 
ble arrangements; but if the great objects of maritime 
power and defence, involving the very-existence of Bri- 
fain, are-to be sacrificed for paltry commercial afvane. 
tages, disgrace will-be our portion and-ultimate ruin wi 
‘be the-vonsequence. If America be inclined to enter into 
treaty in a spirit truly friendly, there is little to be eck 
po in bat let per em ar goes and non-intercoutse: ac 
.gentinue, til she-explicitly recognizes itish seven 
Jeigaty of the soag,- - 7 . 5 - : rab 


t -, 
os a * 
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Lord Selkirk ‘cotidtuded with moving an address :-.0 
*Huambly submitting to Nis majesty the opinion of the 
House, that in any arrangement’which ray be enterech 
into, for the accommodation of the differeces subsisting 
bets m his Majesty and the United States of America, 
‘YS tssential to the honour of the British nation, that 
fi ‘satistactidn Bhould be made by the Amerivan govern< 
taetit! fog the conduct of their officers in receiving and 
protic B Geserters from his majesty's naval service, and. 
Artidtiirty those entered for the American frigate Che- 
apeake, inthe year 1807." a 
©. Lotd ‘Liter nool considered that such an address was une 
fletapgaty Bic {W-fimetl pending a negotiation, as the 
toile eat tbuld not’ but acknowledge that he was in fact 
stant of thé state and ‘particulars of the negotiation 


on. He ftkewise adverted to the prerogative of 


the éroéwh. in negotiating treatids. ; 
“Qord Sapiout did not think the motion necessary, but 
tonsitlevéd'it os perfectly regular in itself; in iltustration 
df which’ he quoted the address to Queen Anne, respect+ 
thi the’ possession of Spain, which the House wished to 
tmve secured by treaty to the House of Austria. =~ 
°-Pords Liverpool and Sidmouth explained, and Lord 
Gdlkirk shortly replied; when the motion wis put and 
fhegittved witout a division.~-Adjourned. a 
“1e a | re i ' Pergrenr . . oo . 
recras AtQUSE OF COMMONS. | 
nate e THURGRAY, MAY A. . 
evyus ut + 0 ++ COLONRE OGHLE. Do, 
©! Lotd Folkestone vose for the pn se of stating ta the 
Flonse, that when'‘he first moved for the pre tow. op 
the tale relative td Colonel Ogle’s levy, he had applied to 


ra 


e condact of that gentleman some strong terpin 5 one 
- Others,’ that he had been gufliy of perjury, fraad, and for - 
sty Sincé then he, from farther inquiry, found that hg 

ra fis efror, and that no such ‘serious Charge was attribute 

fle té ‘Colonel Ogte. -He therefore 'felt it his dpty to dé 

‘tlard te the Flouse the error he ha ‘fallen into, particularly 

s Colonel! Ogle ‘had expressed a very anxious desire that 
ch ani explandtion shoutd-take place where the charge h 

‘Btivinkted’' As to the remainder of what he hed stated, 
he did not mean now to retract. He concluded by movit 
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for the copy of a letter fram Mr. Merry to the W 


dated Ath r, 1808, respecting Colonel Ogile’s levy~ 
This paper was accordingly granted. : 
, - _ PURITY OF ELECTION. 2 


. Mr. Curtoen rose to make: the motion of which he had 
given notice, which he conoeived was a motion of ihe 
eatest importance which could possibly be submitted te 
the consideration of Parliment. He was perfectly aware, 
that any individual who at the present, moment brought 
forward a motion which tended to agitate the feelings of 
the country, did so under @ very great responsibility He 
felt this responsibility ; and ‘yet he found himself coms 


pelled to complain of abuses. He had well weighed the — 


matter, and it-was his sincere opinion that there was less 
danger in discussing those subjects than in not discussing 
them. There could be no denying but that it was the ge- 
netel opinion throughout the country, that men obtaindd 
seats in that House by improper means. It therefore be- 
came the daty of the House to prove that this opinion wae 
a mistaken one, if such were the case ; but if the opinion 
was a true one, as he believed it was, then he thought St 
was their paramount duty to remove the abuse of which 
the country so justly complained. In fact, his majesty’s 
ministers muet have known long before the late disclosures 
had calied for an expression of the public opinion, that the 
sentiments of the people had considerably changed re- 
, specting ublic.men. If they had attended to the apa 
and indifference in the public mind with res to 

those who are called public men, they would have: ob- 
served there had been a great change of late years im fhe 
national feeling ; and it was their duty to have.attended to 
phat change, to haveexamined its causes, and if the change 
: had been produced by great and palpable abuses in thegp- 
: wernment, it was ther duty to have removed those abuses. 
. He teusfed thexight honourable gentleman (Mr. Perceval) 
- would not now say, that this general feeling was to be at- 
7 tributed to the jacobins, or their conspiracies against the 
. House of Branswick. If he diddeclare such an opinion, 
she would pronounce a libel on the people of England. 
Dv 9 late most remarkable transaction, it was perfectly 
; wrdll known that, out.of doors, :at least ninety-nine out of 

» every hundred considexed the decision of that House to- 

" Eiwerong.: Nor his. part, be poyerin pis life gave ‘a vote wi 
Yhote reluctance, or with Iss merit to himself ; for he was 


\ 
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absolutely compelled: by the é¢vidence to vote in a manner 
that was contrary to the decision of the House. There 
was one advantage, hewéver, which the-House might 
in from what passed upon that occasion. The people 
ad again n to turn their eyes to that House, when‘ 
they saw such a wansber of its members (including many 
‘of the first talents in that House), supporting in that ase 
sembly opinions which coineided with the general epinion 
ofjthe coustry. The right honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Perceval), had cértainly not found in the expression of 
the public opinion aay thing particularly hostile to him, 
ot' very complimentary to the honourable gentleman who 
eat below him. (Here the honourable gentleman alluded 
to the members of the old: opposition.) He therefore 
Usdught it- would be very mistaken fortitade for that right 
honourable gentleman to stick to what he could not justify 
ec defend. About the conclusion of the American war, 


“people a strong desire for parliamentary reform ; but t 


‘fais motion might receive from persons out of places who 7 
He 


. cd to su it if they should come inte power. He 
pe not for yet any this that was not-jast to popatar 
‘ elamont ; But if the complaints of the. people wore yiit, 
-they ought to be attended ‘to, and: their grievances: #- 
‘dressed. He mright agree with some pe) that might 
be dangerous at the present time to take ont a stoned from 
the fabric of the cpnstitution, but he thong ht ie woald'be 
 presummptacus to say, We would net stron ite fouh- 
‘dation. When a right honoukeble ventlewian (Mle. Plat) 
‘ caine forward first it Parliament, and agitated the question 
“e@refern, be made a-preat impression on tho Howe, ‘ead 
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if he had persevored in its bo must have succeeded ; but 
unfortunately he beqame a miniséer, and then all his former. 
sinciples respecting reform was forgotien. He felt.per- 
ectly convinced, that if the. government. at that time had 
yielded to the opinion of the people, the horrors of the- 
reign of tesror, and most of the evils which this country 
and Europe now suffer, might have been prevested.. There. 
was a great fund of good sense in the people of this 
country, and they would not: long be made the dupes of. 
astifice or clamour; and the right honourable gentlemam 
might be convineed, that if a proper atiention was paid 
to their reasonable complaints, they would be satisfied. As. 
the right honourable ‘gentleman (Mr. Perceval) had pro» 
saised to support a clause which was similaz to the present 
motion, he would be very glad indeed that he would take 
this motion into his hands. It could not come with more. 
propriety from any other quarter; and if such a measum. 
proceeded from his majesty’s ministers, it would go a great: 


way ta conoiliate the ‘afections of the people,, and theiz 
weap for that House. It must be recollected that when: 
at the commencement ef Mr. Addi ’s administration, 
ynany harsh and severe measures of the preceding adasi~ 
nietration were repealed, ‘this act conciliated the ions 
ef all classes of peaple, and produced.a general unien iq 
support of his government. The existence of theae-abuss 
had been. expressly. stated to the House on the petition of 
Mr. Horne Teoke, and ministers did not then attempt te 
deny it, | It had appeared that oue mervaatile house wee 
of four seata, and.nobody eould supposes a coms 
mercial hause would give 20,000. for those seats unbets for 
their own private advantage. Indeed he believed hem 
take itas a thing general granted, that such abases di 
am fact exist; and therefore the House was boudd to vote 
far a motion that they should. be removed. He did .net 


thy respect 
; £6 the coasti¢ation of Parliamonts (we believe healluded 40 
ir W:, Blackptode), to gag, “ 4. would bemugh betier-that 


- ¢ 
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the. dath -wes. falen by the éelectad than by the electoss.” 
The. velue-of an eath administered to persons.of the Grst 
edusation weuld a s from the great change which had 
taken place in the isious of ooatroverted elections, since 
Mz. Greavilla’s - Greaville’s act placed the power of determining thean 
in. Ceanmittecs ide upon oath. Before that time it 
was generally supposed that the decisions were not go- 
verned by jastice, but by party feeling. He would not (alk 
now abont the common tiens respecting the multipli- 
cation of oaths; but he felt convinced that m this case if 
be of the most i important service, that an oath should 
adnhimistered to the elected. If ,this. were done, he be- 
ered ié would go near to cuttiag up this species of brix 
bery by the roots ; for he never could bring himself to bea 
jiewe tant an gentleman of that fortune, rank in life, and 
pultivated ucation, necessary to qualify him for a seat 
in that. House, weuld deliberafely take a falee oath, for 
aay advantage bo could hope from obtaining a veat ie Par. 
liament. He also wished te cxtead the bribery laws of 
offences couimitied after the election as well as before it ; 
for he knew that corruption bad gone to euch extent among’ 
mang of the electors, that they never ever considered their right 
et voting as a trust for the public dpe but as a private 
property, that they bad a right to dispose of fer their. own 
Maay of them who would be shocked at the 
idea of pecoiving @ a divect bribe 40 induce him. to vote, 
etall “empected bome tion after the election was 
ONG « © merit and abi ability of the candidetes were with 
them & mere spcondary considerations, and the person they 
slected was, ti one from whom they expected the most 
advaniage. ‘There was an anecdote, however, on the. 
whieh he would seapeat with. pleasure. An old 
dedy (who watkaowaby many members) had two sents te 
of. <A sem of 10,0001. was offered for ikem, . 
jbieh ehe declined. She was then offered 12,0002. but 
' cher anewer was, “‘ she had never engaged t that infamous 
weoxt of teaic, and she wae now-é00 old to-begin.” These 
vere many other zeasons which made such ‘a zogulation 
wera necessary at present than ia former times. It.bad 
heen voted by a former House, that the influence. of. the 
-srown ‘Shad increased, was increasing, and ought to be 
diminished.” This in@uenee ‘had, howover, continued t 
:nereesc in an-elanming degree since that time, by ihe int- 
mmmaninennes of the way navy, aud revenne offices, 
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whiok added so far to the inflnance of: {he crown and. the 
pa of ministers, that if they sequired being jealously 
wa in former times, they required muoh stronget 
Sspendence ofthe legislative body.” Besites the incremiag 
ce gialative body. cs the increming 
poaderaace of the ministers, there was another psepone 
a ruting influence now exerted in the House of Cemanons; 
Fle neither wished to depreciate commeret or commercial 
men, bat still he theught tha landed interest shoald pepo 
derate over the monied intesest in the House of Commons. 
The landed gentlemen were attached. to the country by a 
coramen interest; but it often happened shat che. 


Jations of commercial men might be in opposiéion to the 


interest of the country. When the news ef wal was reo 
eeived with three cheers af. the Stock Exebange, «it. could 
not be forgotten that war aleo broaght-with' it. loans anil 
contracts, by which commercial moh might :pxofit. .: He 
believed: that men, meeting this.way in bodies, offer am . 
pressed sentiments which they would iadividually die 
avow ; and that many of those who heszmed of the “shengs 


‘at hearing of a war, would in private confess that -waria 


itself can never be desirable for a country. If the landed 
interest had its proper preponderance in that. Hesse 
he thought the wish- would cease of menopolizing: the - 
commerce! of the whole workl, because it predeced: fae 
hatred and hostility of all natioas. Landed gevtlomep 
probably would not, though many individual merchants 
might, recommend the most expensive and bardenseme 
wars, for the sake of securing an-unjuat monopoly. ‘ Thé 
country might then lose its passion for iadefiaitel y extends 
ing its possessions, and colonizing all the natiehe of. his- 
sope. There were many abuses which the couatry might 
justly complain of, and if ministers would redress tliom 
they would be doing an incalculable service to the country, 
by bringing back the confidence and -affeetions of the 
people to its public men. Whea they saw pensiogs af 
i. pex annum granted to persons of the highest sank, Z 
‘was enough to make people indignant. ben ev 
-cottager in the country was obliged to maintain bis - 
children, i¢ was too much that they should be taxed to the 
maintenance of the childrea of the rich and great. ‘Phey 
did believe that these things were only doae to sappost an 
jefamous borough-monger system. -If this system -was 
clecgkener!, it by no means follawed that goremnment woah 


Le 
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be weakened. Mbny members of Parliament who, in the 
seign: of James the Second, were obliged to bow te 
the corrupt system then prevailing, became afterwards 
very distinguished and useful members of the state, under 
& better government. Notwithstanding all that had been 
ssid about whigs, he believed there were many now ie 
the commiry whe possessed the genuine whig principles, 
which lnid the foundatioa of the prosperity of the country 
ge well a0 its independence. The great object in which he 
thought the gentlemen on both sides should now be uuited, 
waa to unite the public sentiment, and carry the affections 
ahong-with ‘them in‘ all their proceedings. There were 
many reforms which, taken altogether, would not lighten 
materialy the burthens of the people, but would make 
them much more content to make those sacrifices which 
they were called wpon to make. It would bea great satis. 
fattion teq¢hem to think that neither an improvident nor 
oorrapt use-was made of their money. This consideration — 
would'at least serve to gild the pill that the country must | 

swallow. There were taxes also which ought to be taken 


_ gway ; euch as the dog-tax, and the taxing as grooms the 


servants of farmers. The salt tax ought alsoto be much . 
Migitened ; and this wasa relief which Mr. Pitt had given ~ 
notice of the last session that he sat in that House. Any 
thing which could be done to win the affections of the 
people, would multiply in a great degree the resources of 
the country, and shew to Buonaparte that it- was not 
merely our army and navy that he had to contend with, 
dut the whole collective force of a united people. He 
thought that ministers should not have protected one of 
4héir colleagues (Lord Castlereagh) in opposition to the 
stnse of the jgreat majority of the people, and that that 
moble lord would do ‘much better in resigning a situation 


‘da which he must feel that he was not supported by the 


confidence of his country. After apologizing for digres. 
Sing somewhat from the ebject of the motion of which he 
had given notice, he concluded by moving “ for leave to 
‘bring in a bill for securing the independence and purity of 
‘Parliament, by preventing the obtaming seats by improper 
‘meats, and also to extend. the laws respecting bribery.” - 

- Mr. Hibbert seconded the motion. co 

.. fr. Windham said, he had no doubt but the House 
‘was willing and desirous to receive and discuss every 


‘guastion. in & caape: which :dught:to be ‘heard ; but thate 


a8 ie TRE erinisierte aug LPoSatt 
Stitt’ hi 
Sintra a et fh mae 


‘fe thectd be Pape a ‘afiarly “ 


ore Tes; to eelen ry 7 fam in og tich in 

recto pa in d thousand, a shed eet if 
ferent, ‘wild, wre extravaginit notio it was 
atte any man could form a fust ree opinion of 
fey wootd be at! There Were some’ ineasures which 
sitios Yejected in fimine, to prevent the eyil conse- 


. wai a might follow from g giving them the slightest 
ment. Stich was, in fis Opinioh, the measure 
reform; and as te Tooked upon the 


Pat motion, be a measure tendilig to that, he could 
avoid ¢ it in its ontset, He begged the House 

th cofisider the siature of the temedy, and the dajiver of 
@ ange, whictr he, for his own part, was convinded 
would ereafe preater difficulties than those which were 
“to be fedressed. It seerhed' to hit’ that® thé 

object which his hondutable friend’ meant to 

erect oy his proposed bill, was to'leésen the iiiffuened 
OF the raoniod interest, and to increase that of the Iahded 
interent:| ‘Before he adverted to the fitst oF last object, He 
hooght this motion oayht to be’ rejected ia the'yéry fest 
instance. ‘Yt bed for iariy years been his opingon’, that 
the Home othe sirennously to oppose ak! Aatierous And 
sand any proposal for parliamentary reform / every SV 52) 
tem, end: avery’ feature of which tliat Had hitlertd heed 
j was, in his mind, extravaddn{ly and: vel Thy 
wrong—both practically And philést) A 
wrongs and when his honourable friend déscribed the? 
ubanimity of-the people, and inferred that it Sas 6 be 
omained measure, he confessed hé was totally StL, 
Stes tovntletstand fis meaning. “They wert then at issue, | 
wet wo FE theory, but of fhet—would. that measure 
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fat be mm dhe checare. of die Tiga 
by Oy emis tecall a mem et ther to ores who bo was-netcdoing 
any Be ne eontrary to its amal thereby infe rvlupting - the. 
uBiness,. 
. . Mr. W idhage continued.~+hutong, ‘the “yaliods. splat 
which Had heretofore appeared pf parlianiedtaby: 
that of univetsal suffrage wes the guest: predomimast. The 
inouied inteteit might then cay, ib is very well for jap: who 
_ have ndeal ee but it went de for us: other obs 


e the Tanded interest, and those who did so must kave | 
iifle attended to. tho Teforming out of doors. : An hw 
nourable friep iand cpewptained that the people were geretally 
‘discontented, and desizons of change, aud the gréedt emmé 
of ibis,wes the éxisting. corruptions. . He. wished: to. know 


t.todo ew boroegh ougering and Catreption = 
pinto vopesty | Wha net 














e ing nage Md iishoernit . 
sind df cosraptien 3 One veto safembirs sty 
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conaetions af carernteess A at hed bese peor 





wes; that sech persons as Mrp..Clarke and Mr., . 
head been trafficking for plpces-and qupmissions, bat there, 
‘was Bo proof, in:the. gowernment ; amt ga ta 
say hope of pacifying the alah ths WAS Xr 
Papin itelf 49 i... Uy, here weve COTA pia 
woform.-; syeira 


t 
| 


Lord. Folkestone said, the question. of the. late inguigy 
had. already been disposed of; and he should:therefone 
iimit. his. observations to the: mation, only... His, right,ho» 
mourable.friend who had just satdown. had ar; this.@s 
2-measure, of parliamentary, reform, and_that:.the.Honse 
should. therefore; reject it ag.such.. . There, wasia netice of 
motion on, that.subjecton the books, and, when.it,came 

forward, it would, then, be time enough. to. argue that-ques> 
> tion. He,could have wished. that his xight; honourable 
-  fitiendbefore he bisii to vie. ion 

ues ean. condesemndi fe ider what, it WAS, 
- then be: not,.baye occasion ;to. combat. the 


aa ‘had. «5, He. , 
Spintion of the motion, and the: it had.bebn 
po el” irl ee has 
— cerry a 


wea) Ao gtaaide suabridhAt 22% RR 
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p, WH Alitets yeverted oy ieeceaiattors , ied 
h'HecTated thet Ne would inove # Matic ‘on 
te: Pe te “bilEs ‘bat upon Mr.'Cars 

Con mitivo,: ‘he gave the’ fae 6# 

ee po to! wh pei 

PFE sis in 
dh pices t Miele “however; 
ni and havin; come under 

Re Hobett appeared 15 
so" lehance tm, ‘the: 

“gacl abades ¥ he af ‘the Hi 


AT WoRad RUS for-thenir td gi 
I Pela So vecatves they to nent on 
ff AL ER HEE oe, onl by tore 
“ ad" fess Ir, art tl 
ose hit wert > Hot roe eich ee 
7 fon, whew ithe @ ww 
di Hae tthe’ 
bat he Bes i et fot 
ward his motion, made it necessary for him to trouble’theé 


Holive at’ iene length than he would hive’ wished to do, 











hwho had just sat down, liad given’ notice 
On’ cliase “Which he! intended’ to bring forward) tobe 
HAA (d'thee hitt-which tie (Mr. Perceval) had imtrodticed 
aiid te thd "fromised thie) noble tore das Sach Tate & 
Caridieh tind setious' ctnsideration: | “He'did'slso means and * 
sti confined in othe” same rhindy-ty give’ ai? fipareial 
Me! merit OF The * rege We bub teas. 
Cay doko at iat peat ft Gr. coli pan 
oe fa See “Or Whitt roti 
b aga ee Theos bbtain® bis 
dd t0" Hin: i Gatlity OFA 
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| inpinkistall be be beget pe atinedy (6b jareped seat 


tp give pledge to condar th is Math te, tte 
to any ‘projet ‘of my alteration, regtintion! 6 (ant 
each gs° that. prondie ‘by the flosourdble mitmber: Me 
could not, under the call pf the honotrable: én tteniaty, 
ledge himself to support His inedsyre th rdeshout: thon 
be shonld agree to ifs - intro@uction, becdse As far es’ he 
was able tp judge of it fram the statement of ‘the Tro 
mourable gentleman bimself, he -did rot he Lewitt 
‘put it igto.any practicable’ she , which wie d' en an } 
to the aduption of prriiament; e holtuith ven see 
at the time he epimitted that it was no nt Fight pai 


to the people, which afte Wopds 
dat ary, ogee oe tik likely to he reqtized}sthtedin the site oth 


thet ‘the people had a s¢ on thae a tb 
rliament was necessary. ‘Then the hotfoatable g : 
besought of hin not to apply-dhe-chageter OF nin 
to those who- advocates reform. ‘Bié Gédld! at 
honourable member, that We didnot’ -itifak® . 


jacobinical charseterto Him of to ality dtlyer : 

member, who shoyld support-his nreasure. - “becyaune 
- this, had hie nota right ‘to expéct td eth liit HAR: 
Bina hb ptt toto 

O8e, 0 speech é of 

from which alone (Be honousabl esi 
- have poliected! tis- notion of #he pov yn 
‘pndeavoured fo impress upon ihe 
’ geform i s pulearnt we moe? | 
by stem nilschicyous,, false, 












oe 


maw4.] is PRERATY @Y-RLROTION, - -- mm 
thers sami interne pa erally Goes bol founded 
TOARANIDE «! Mee ve, oe asserted, 
ated cw com ‘ou pat, we wt thare eo contrary te 
the oie ly. of his majesty mpen ue 

one a vente it was enacted "by that act, that ng 
or, pensioners. should havea seat in that ahd 
Ree langmage was that to.be held out to the peaple 
‘without any ‘comment. on, the. fact, or any illustration of 
the Jaw? The, act, in:question had -boea passed in the 
1700,and was Tepealed i in, the year. 1704; it was nok 
- to, a taken. effect :yntil after the aecension of the House 
eB igh to, the throge, and had consequently never 
Sbeent w of the.Jand, ,. And yet, the persons (o whom 
Jha bad, beoa called upan not ta apply the word jacobio, 
bad ventured: to gates with a view to inflame the public 
Pind that.the «members of that Havsc were sitting in if 
gontrary: tolay, without adding that the law they. referred 
to had. never been in farce—was never intended to have 
operation, iajthe time of the. framers—was only to haxe 
effect at the expirationaf two successive reigns, and had 
7 been repealed four, yours after it was passed, and 
befoxe it cagld paszs.into alaw. The hoe 
Jimbaran had acknowledged that, be had been a 

sehopmen in, 





oa nine brent teforma. The fact was, that Mr, P, itt, 
syne facks and:.more accurate information, had 
. that gonviction which seemed .so tardily to 
“reomme ‘upon ihe cage member, . He should now pipe 
ceed tosay afew words upon the.planof.the hosourable 
geatteman,..t appeared that :be proposed, to subject. the 
elected member {oan oath;.to imporea. penally upen 
the, seller of a, seats though nat, upon the, buyer, a 
extend, the. bribery laws to agertain pe cepled womber 
The imposition of the oath upon. (He 
might be desirable, but it saa Fearne 
having the precise form of she,oath jen. caatleratian. 
‘Phe honourable gentleman had agight,to ie iy a dhe 
House)should give him, lea ta brow i in his vill butyia 
doing that, the House ‘would Rpt he, his plan, 
",@m-agy.other.to tbe same exient.:; ita its tide.wes 
mnexceptiona! ic; but in ordertordegide upon themengure 


r Senshi wave the bill before the Bons, tag he wen 


‘ 


ee) paxtihwiedt aby Sedition. . t 


SEE are ice in a 
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member had deprecated’ the use of | age 
tend to mislead the people, yet, without cera y 
any such intetfion,.the honourable member had, iw’ 
ting that ‘House as too warlike,’ Jan; a4 - 
‘culated to mislead the public, as if'a ve maak Aico 
would put an end to (be war. After te, very abte’ 
of the right honourable gentteman opposite (Mr! 
ham), it'was wonécessary for him to shew that. the mea. 
sare propdsed would not allay what. the honourable 
mover represented as the disturbed state of Tae public 
mind. If the honoprable member took. his idea of the 
state of the public mind from the resolations and speedties. 
to which be had before alluded, and where could he have 
taken jt but from them, could he suppose that this measure 
would satisfy the persons who uttered them? Tf the 
measure’ had” been proposed by government, it ‘iyould 
have been characterized as the most delasive that hadever 
been projected to impose upon the nation. Hé should. 
not oppose'the motion for bringing in the bill, and trasted 
he should have the vivilant assistance of the right ho- 
nourable gentleman (Mr. Windham) in watching @very” 
part of its progress. Whatever he might think res; i 
‘the inconvenienoe of any change at the present, went, 
he had no hesitation in saying that there could beno. 
convenience in discussing any project of reform. 4 
‘was said to be the growing sentiment of the count s 
speeting reform had arisen fronv the silence of parliament ¥ 
and the onty effectual mode of putting an ‘eid te the 3 
lusion practised upon the public, was to take tip the ‘diss’ 
cussion of such subjects in that House, and notleave them 
ty be discussed in popular meetings and ‘inflam t 
Papers oat of doors. On these ere fe ial 
¢ bill (o go to.a second reading, but withOut giv 
pledge lo spport it Bs but pte Se, 
. Ponsonby Kékrd with satisfaction the 4 not 
the vight honourable gentleman to support the imattOa/oF 
his honourable friend, so far as the instruction of the med= 
sure. This measure was simply an act of regulation,” 
and, as it did not make any part of the question o ia 
mentary refortii, he should abstain from making any ob? 


sort in upon that. subject. The honourable. gentleman” 
wi pee his measure to the House had sata, that 


it 
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; bi! ye the sspport of any may who would not, 
eeitinne. fa’ support whether’ in or out of office, For 
Be part ¢ had ‘never gived support to any ‘measure that’ 
he did not. contitiné to the end; and he was then out of 

fliceibecanse he would, not abandon (he support of a mea= 

sure which he looked upon as essential to the vital interests 
of. this empire, But in demanding such a pledge, the 

Nh ;member must suppose two things ; first, that 

his, ure is to. be such asa member could support ; and 

next, that it he practicable. As far as he could judge 
fromthe statement of bis honourable friend, he looked 
a the measure he proposed not only as right and 


mpan, f 
practic is but not likely to produce any of the dangers 
apprehended by his right honourable friend. It would be 
impossible, however, to give an unlimited pledge until 
the measure should be before the House, and they could 
haye,an opporfupity of examining it in all its bearings. 
Ars jtwas particularly desirable for the mem- 
ners.of that JJouse, and most especially for those on the 
side on Ww! HAN sat, not to give rise to any expectations 
‘i patl of the people, which there was no prospect of 
realizing... They. should never resort to those base and 
r thie arls, by which such expectations were encou- 
when the persons exciting them must be sensible 
could never be gratified. 
r, Fuller bezged to apologize to the right honourable 
an (Mr. Windham) for haying interrupted him 
had arisen from the state to which his fectings had 
yin observing an honourable member the 
tim, interrupt tim, whilst speaking so nobly 
ect, He could assure the Speaker on the 
nileman, and his family had been for two. 
Treatnble as any others in the kingdom, 
















ES. 
shad not meant any disrespect to him. On the 
parents had ever supported, him, even against the’ 


lows Who uséd to write againsthim, (Ques- 
Well, to ite question ; as to the bill pro- 


¢ oaths that were to, be imposed, he, was pers, 
3/and haying made this statement, he, 
ye them more trouble, but instantly with) 


Maul BOG 
Scr Aonourable member. actually did, upon 


his bow to the chair, amidst conoulsions of laugh= 








be fi yowne disapproved of the measute, be- 
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conse it would have the-cfect of ve Pry feist poke 
tion of tho widert aed: talents it: q mat 
House,’ Hf the bill pased; it not setisfy the 
tone at the Crows.and Anchor that theit. cher gev-oF' 
Dery ond corraption were not: well foaled. "THe 
could not fend to. any here rernvan cherie hese 
it ho tracted that he sould Tot be ‘considered 'us - 

& friced to.corruplion’ than any ‘other honuirable: 

ber The bill he thought ovold wot be rejected ton" 

| Mr. Bethurst was pinivs thet its right hotter 
friend (Mr. Windham) Cd SS Dintiedl 't 
mensare wi jianeentary: refornt. “He was 

with’ the candi eames in. whit IX ion a 


; ad 
Ky ot Of his consideration, as it was enotigh for 


mever. “From the long extmination which that Hatisa 
bad Intely been wifortutiately engaged in, (ot wnforti- 
gately, evaskieting the intportance of the stibject, bath 
fortunntely,: 44 metab appeat-te all (hosé who wish’ well to 
the geod government of this conntry,) it liad gone abroad 
that thet House end the present times were peculiarly 
Chargeable wih cortuption.. From all that’ be hal seen 
be. was convinced that the charge was groundléds: ‘The 
bill propesed woukd, however; riot satisfy those persons 
wie made thks cliatge. Aste the expeciation held out 
that the ntpasare wotild nvake wiy alteration in'ihe deserip= 
tion of persone tetarned Yo'tiat House, he did! riot ithittik it 
‘would have any dfivet of that nature, becatise he wag per 
\ ptiaded tad ay leigh aproputtion of linded eentlemea, a8 
of any other description, proc! thei seaty In that 
Hens by the teats: “6: He! tool the measure 


E thian {t wae supposed: by his 
e Chancellor, of ‘thd Exehe~ 

FY: ‘The preciat coniptalot fo be redressed yas, tliat 

s icone vee in Had! iit the retiitn pf meme 
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ios fee sige TWacticable éo resttain it? pa this Mint 


fe proposed | spachicn to hiim likely fo do. . But his 

okt Raemalt friend (Mr, Windham), appeared to 
‘e take, the alarm too soon at the idea of reform. \ If 
ayers was,wrong, it was no reason fo utge against 
ion of a x ly, that it might lead to an expec- 
a further measures... The bill pro peed by the 


gentleman was a mere act of regulation, 
See mts whatever with the more difficult 

















volution; and he contended, that the 
ad. less, reference to parliamentary Tes 
of, the.other acts to which he had alluded. 
bill: was, aie contain a mere regulation, and was not 
le L to, touch-any existing rights of election. It pro 
ed, upon, the assumption that. any individual might 
ly exercise (he influence which bis charace 
roperly might procure for him in his 
ine of any, body he pleased to re- 


ae ae of afiotinant which had been 


in laence fort ihhoney, ‘or one he should hot 
hin ma to the measure, till it should bebrought in, 
sho have an, opportunity of judging qyhether 
his s ESpDOT But he was se that, the be 
ed to go to the second trading, 
pul ‘thereby be enabled to decide a ‘is 


expressed his regret, that a@ spirit tikes 

2 tie very able § ies of thé last speaker 

le the House. He cc ; not scanaeiye what - 
smal 






wad to, throw thi t reflection on the 


a Brat te yee: ina" piss of 


Vou. HI.—1809, 


ebe: THE PARDSLRERTARY RBGICTER. (| coin: 
. Clusthum, Mr. Pitt, and. Mr...Fou,.thmee gf the 
reatest’ men that over a} peared in this ot aty etlieg 
country. Wi Woukt a the P afy mortal: of the prese 
duy és up agdinat, euch men. 
Did any ne mean ba a that these persons ypre insia- 
cere? Would they have brought forward. the subject, if 
were insincere? And now, gentlemen,—(a, tor 
of auighter, which'continued fot seceral thinutes.) [Ma 
ith was one of thé speakers at the meeting at the Crown 
and Anchor. } He had to apologize to the. House for hav- 
ihp isapropevly addressed them, but all men. were lmble 40 
ot Stas ahd “the sentiments he uttered in one asemblz, 
, Hie should not hesitate to.express in another. His,opinian 
of a parliamentary reform wag, thas mombers should fie 
thdependent, but not of ' their co ire reguils- 
tioh propdsel by his honourable | read ‘wo 


need Pompe said he would detain the House ouly for 
a very short time. He entirely agreed in the very. ablo 
P| made by the right honourable gentleman (Myr, 
nitst} ‘on the bench below. -He also perfectlp conr 
éarted in tHe statements he made. He wished. it. to be 
utiderstood, ‘ffiat the principle le upon which ; he..agreed 
- tite 'inotion was the ci h pervaded, Stat, what, 
thé courtesy of the House, vee called the Grenville "er 
yndasave for which he had an hereditary veneration. It was 
thpotr;that principle that he wished sucocss th, dhe bill of 
the honaurable gentkman. He would sxpport ‘the .bill 
mee becanse it took away one of the greates mex 
fyvour of’ parliamentary reform. It wou o. Gituse @ 
- galutary’ cobfidence ia parliament in (he count a . 
| Sit revonpective viet: ‘and looking forward to the fiture, 
‘the: motion ‘should haye his cordial supports : 
* Airs Carton did' uot intend ie trou the Howse mr 
- fength . le was totally ata ta account pahe t 
Banowral eth rune dd ngt oppose pose the bringiag ae 
4, le had eicpressed 50 to 


eH ‘in its progress... Da ee that..the evils, 
* ‘3t: was ‘the Dbyett ‘of the Lill. te, ‘ety didnot 
eH a eae el tartan eqpght 





waw4.) | sc rwenbet an stasiidd.. ~~" a 
fa) Hewnaic 10 the rigit Thosirtedile ‘gaSlettint 
Relive him for qenliied Sroreiont oe she ‘haa 
pier bios ‘but-he would not admit: that: He'was in the 
dezrée obtiged te‘the right honourable get fleman 
wi: the-epparite bench. Was it for the purpose of put! 
Dintin'e sicddtion of diticalty;-nad shewing bis 
inubilily, ehat-te wopkd-suffer: him to bring’ io the bill ¥ 


+ Difansvtor te-what hac fallen froma’ nn 


won, respecting factions meetings, tet would assert 
diorgetan nol arama inthe Hpage who would more frnly 
“Weolst:the chamour of such mectings than himeelf. 1¢ was 
abt tothe iaflarmatery proceedings of a:drunken meeting 
ta tevedn that he looked fav. the epinion of the people. 
Ble ‘sbbereed wach mectings, and he lamented that-men of 
ehieattet; taleuts, dnd “respectability, should’ be found to 
obneenddce thém.. “Their procdediags betrayed a 
sBtthedrd eptaitton' to depreciate all. public.rhen, an well 
“B3 wots disinclinatidn to aécept and pursee any syeiemn 
-efyedoris having fooderaticn for its pfinciple and basis. 
2 But, 'sesdeenid- before, it.zas-net from such meetings. that 
he collected the sense of the people. It was impossible 
fam him not’ tools reund ihe country, tnd‘ to hear the 
slexpression: blic.opirien. -from every corner 
x With Telpect. to. the.objectionsagainst, the indefinite 
awatave of bis motion, he would say, that dhe free in ekich 
4 watt subinitied'to fhe House was not. of his di 1. 
SOn-that sabjebt be dad: consulted sotte ef the ablest men 
ran tht House, and  Rerticutarly the distingnished charac- 
ter tthe chair. We wrust again disclaim for himself any 


steotheetios with tavern mebtings. Thc honoutable mem- 


‘pi : of hin if he supposed he thought dif- 
iBerently: of the “meeting atthe Crown and Anéhor 
from: trimself.- After'the very able’explanation given of 
» Che%BAil by-the tight-honoarable geritleman below him, he 
Wheuld not trespass on the indulgence of the House by any 
fatther ‘ubservationg. He‘ must, however, again repent, 
Bier brobe ject of the bift-was to prevent ei pitainibg of 
it: by direct, flagrait, palpable corrip- 

Won; tnd notrto de nay the operation of influence, He 
‘could not: believe tata tember of that Hausey any 
wah ih the pbantry, would be:capable of an‘ act 90 iitimd- 


iat as“thésviolation ‘¢f thd sanction he mcait fo fs 
| Ab Anew that hed hid’ great Hert 
 Pmetrused,! 





ifiguTties to encousiter, but 
fof the ‘House; ‘he ‘should 


Re Mine — { fooss 
be niche setmatonk tite us Ee till would tavern 
sence to’ the.act of Wiiam: and ‘Mary » commonly: oattod! 
the tresting.act. 2 6 it a. 2 
ra ‘The sucks ion being pat theseantion wis gareied aktipe 


Gurwen, M Sit Ay 

Bigot nt SirS. Romilly, ‘Lond Folkestone, Mrs: Windheat? 
were ordetad to prepare and being in the bill, 
i. Windbam’s: manne thate wns loud end eons 
Ane cee b 





oo |“ HoUSE'OF LORDS.- 
, ¥arway, May 5. ‘ 
* Lora Erskine ‘brought ‘Yn a bill for the. mare “effect 
prevention of crnelty ty tow ls animals.. The bill was : 
to he printed ; .and-jaia: lordshiet 
ve notice that on Monday, . eet it aware, then: printed, da 
fend fix 4 day for the second Feqdin Adjourns. ad 
Lo 6 








a first, time, and ode 









‘HOUSE 9F COMMONS. 
". seipay, may 5. ani 
CHARGES AGAINST MINisTERS.  ” : 
"Mr. Medocks rope to bring forward the: motion & 
which he. given notice some, SAFE BE Mating #6 
cortypt practices pf the treagury. with. respect. ‘orth 
yeturn of members of parliament. Hp observpd. th 
es ful ayare that he had no claim.on. the steel 
“pf the Howse, but that which he dorived from the.va} 
: ae of, the (penal hak ta ha fe ou hia. ia duly 
poost cea 


ys and wn, it; ad nothin oe 
ea lig dus Dave jody iat 
i ao becoming. the. sonar af 


against. tyo, mad a an Wi eee 

ra to ee Bante it ea bi 

that, the she Tarde om were.sq ot 
sand. sparingly 


ase ee 


=_ a 


: hip eter <The: honsouratte,mnezabe 


Nev)  CAABaBAGAERRECERIEN.\~  -OD 
af, the nopetitntion, that he would hdve. justly. merited td. 
hes igmetized..asa.traitor.te his.country -if he had dex 
clined to lay them before the House. - Before: he pro- 
ed farther ting te. mave.that the several entries on 
joarnals ing to the proceedings against the twe. 
Shephents, meahbersof that House, be read. [The clork 
hene weasl. the esdry, dated the 13th. February, 1700, in 
ich; i. waa stated, that Samuel and ‘Praach, Shepherd, — 
sqrs. members of that House, were ordered. to,attend -in, 
their places, on charges. of corrupt practices respecting 
seats in parliament ; also. the entry dated Feb. 15, 1700,. 
specifying, that oegrpption hed bean practiaéd on the elec-. 
tors of Newport, in the Isle of Wight, Malmsbury, 
cotton Basset, ‘and other places; also the. entry.of 
atch 38th ,-T700, ‘stating, that Messrs. Shepherds had, 
m Heard in their ‘plices, and by their counsel at the 
bur; finding ‘the. charges proved, -and’ ordering that 
Samiiel Shepherd, senior, be committed to the Tower, and 
his agent: io ' ter] -He- wished to call the attention 
of the Houce to the form of the proceeding on that oc- 
casion. It appeared first, that information of the corrupt. 
ractices was laid before the House; next; that the two 
Shepherds were heard jn theirs plages ; and thirdly, tha¢ 
they were hegded by their counsel at the bar. The 
charges he had to bring forward were against two of his 
Rnajesty's ministers; one against the right honordrable 
Spencsr Peraeval, for haying, through the agency of thé 
honourable Henry Wellesley, been guilty of cofrupt prac- 
‘dices. tesbeeting the- retorns' of members to that House. 
The other was against the right honourable Lord Viscount, 
Custlorwgh, for similar practices. He would take up 
dic time of ihe House no longer, but move that these. 


be heard at the bar on’ Tuesday next... * 


char 
a Ebe famion haying been read from the chair, 


3 -Rke Chancollor of the Exchequer (rising under evident : 
agitation said, that heknew not what coutse wag, puts 
&m-4700, the era of the honourable member’s: precedents} 


— ut-thyough' the whole of: bis nequaintange: with the prow 


weedings of that House, he never knew any ‘instance when 
Gn avenpation was broaght forward against: a member; 
that the substance of suct accaiation-was mot previoudys 
pommuni¢aled te hiay; and that,.through the corameg 
yf. the House, be was ‘net allowed ta be héard fA 
yhowtver, was tke, 





oe CHE FARIAAMESTAAY sauna 1 fos’ 
best judge of the courve he secant to runs , Under. thier 
cittumsfances, nething: remaihed fot h hice be -but to make big; 
bow, ahd leave the ‘question to the decision of 
Rose right honourable | ‘member Aminelliately’ TeAiehe! | 


“ Sir se}. "Anstruther mid, that the, form, c: 2 rocco! 
proposed by the honograble membey. was one~of dae 
_ Midngest ie ever heard. “The House yoald Beer tigrred 
it came to go extrhordinary a yesolut ‘ther 

Wertsons accused stobd there as’ his majeaty’s” minivtetsy 
or whether they were the lowest members wd and Salil  they* 
were ehtitled, before they were called anvfor th 
¥. be sequent with the nature at least -of the nani 

with which they were, charged, _W hat information: he 

d qsk, had the honourable ‘gnember- cates to eal 

spon the House to t so solema a 
Rearing at their bat 2 hat charges ad the a ecibad 

ainst Mr. Spencer Perceyal or lerenehi2, 

ould any court, ‘which deserved, to-be ; voalledd 9 cout 
conduct itself upon such principles ? Was ittevert 
that a peison is to be set down:as one tanger aceasttion,! 
wihout the slightest information having been lajd heforg 
the House? © he honourable member tells them, that..he 
i8 informed a member of that House bad giated in'a-ford 
sher debate some instances of corrupt ractives within hit 
Eriowledge ; andy on these rounds ° prefers. a Cuargt 
which has the ect of gbliging the night, h 
member to quit the Honse. Me every, member; ‘againahe. 
whom’ vague and indefinite charges of ‘this kind might bay 
brought erward must ‘withdraw, as a matter of cour 
thé honourable member might soon have, the. whole Hriwea: 
to himself. ‘He deprecated the scattering of loose.and ane 
founded accusations. ‘Phe honou ne member was totally". 
maistaken in his: precedent. As far as his ‘recallectipa. 
served ‘him, it did nat sanction the form af proceeding: 
he ‘récommended. © The charges, agaivat the. 
were the subject’ of long and frequent examinations’ 
Committees of that Hotise.” “Thére was no precedent for 
Petting a‘man on his trial ‘on SdH sii tprd hdg. 77h" * 
~Sir spurte Secret that hBPHon dP that 
Be iobjeettion™ to state the cults Sette sitar 
whidh'he meant: crn the Hdttke HE dhs 
Perivod that's inetiber: # nse 







wacch.]  .tkanete svlaner aetirens,: wi 


cess guaale ~ “probend tbh" 1 bar tee had often, 
pebcosded fear evidence at 7 stigh 
Wreueaie alan thermcte knowledige oftniem! afticelabare = io 


Leereable mente neat it was’ footiuty of the fight 

honenrable membcrs inst whom the charges was 

thy stand: tp -seeont the motion; if it were 

oy, ponder clearing: their characters. « After 

eaid in-that House, ‘respecting these core 

i tiotlcen, it wae inpuesibte not to-tuke notice of the 

"Dive! House eéutd not, mainthining ady regard 

fer’ ‘emnater,; pass over 80 ‘extraordiaary a‘ circum. 

bere Some: of his: majexty’s ministers: were charged 
Soyhahviot L beigrady. Adlon, the Ae 

must be; judd len, 

aer ea rer pare 

i such"ac~ 

he honourable member was entitled to the 

if it" vreke only on account of the 

cpa aaeere of ‘the Ke‘ broueht 
le pa pL in substance, no less than this, that. 
two of- mito proce’ midistérs' were accused of corrupt 


nce ‘and spirit of ut hi 

to the genius: it of one of the erst 
ares v0 frequent, aud_so induxtrioust sie 
t-befitting the tempér aad dignity of that House.” 
wonbd well:become ' senting in ‘which the € extraor- 
alaary proposition wes and approv ta man 
‘Melding. ‘pleoe under government: Thea not ft to sit th’ 
that House. “Such propositions were not intended for the, 


stber donsikendtion of ent. Nos "thefr object wis 
itecBiovense the. populat ferment,’ toad: fuel te'firey anid, 
te end te' twat danpetous spirit that was 





‘with: of ee ‘tre most suspicio 
de gpitere voce in vulgs Atabiguagt—> "7 
seemed to be the grand principle of action of, the. Tendege, 


of these meetings, ‘T'iicix aim was $9 gry, down all publio 
‘mén—to render ihem objects. of distraat: and... suapicione: . 


He could perceive no gopd,. no she fo 
grounded ‘on undefined charges of, Fou hia ba 
part, he ‘must require something tangible-rsame 
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ment thet would enthle.-bim: to-dotermilie wheter’ ds. 
change was &t tobe entertained) quad’ whet Were he 
grounds of wospicion. Wilh rexpoct te the -prevedent Leryn 
it did net stand u t ¢ léoss gropnds 
tion of the’ hegourable member did. it war uct beemesl 
one mereber should say that another did so and: so, that: 
‘that.other member should be called. upon to negative: 2 ' 
-Where the charge, was inset t, the oo Course ree of, ton the, Meet 
wes ‘plain. 
juoncarabie-raceaber, couklont only: in hd ra hed done - . 
they ware bound to support him aguinst' a -nrdit confi 
mode, of endeavouring to ct extrnord Honse: ° the us or 8 
_ Mr. Biddulph thought it extraordinary vight 
honourable tenber h whem he- had Wot tha: lent 
aequaintance, and Pi knew -bat little ef him, shout? 
caret > him with participeiting tia factions imketingt, 
a 
Mv. Whitbread: rove to order. it appe peated ‘to: hie 
shat tle. honourable member totally matsunderstoo? the : 
¢e 
athurst explained that he certainly tad bo knows | 
ledge of. the honourable member. “What he said 
to factious meetings was meant to apply to the honear- ° 


ahle member ; but he now understood that he never af. . 
tended any of those meetings, end he ‘therefore begged a 


pardon for r paving so alluded (o hin. - 

Mr. Madocks said, that when, he gave netics -of: the 
motion which he brought ‘forward that. evening, he'statell 
the substance of it as fully and explicitly as be: touwld: | 
He conceived that he would best. ois uty cng 
his proceeding upon preced “thi 
course, he could be supposed posed to have oe 4 
towards the members against, whom his ch 

7: t arveo fro 


rected, he begged to: logize to’ them.: 
ignorance ; ; for he could assure those honourable ‘mlem- 
bers, and he trastedl the assertion would:bé believed, fhat 
be was anxious to bring the subject forward as fairly a as” 
- He was ready to ado t any mode of 
g the Hous ‘should recommend. I It never wras is ie tie 
‘tention, indeed it would be unfair, to send out fee io 
‘the count tat alsin without being ‘prepared td prove 
peaker interposed; aif waid; that after whit 
jer failen from (hie. Ropowrable witipber,, eek ee 


tT} ] ARRAN AHR DARIEN ERE bs 
ipaeendieen apn hin t0. pulynit 4p the Houge his sen- 

tamntron the course of proceeding: Tf it were fit that-9 
oyld be rd.,in-hiv place, it..waw fit thas ba 


a prey aha chore. insk which he mas-to defend 
i No charges de-glaterl againet any abseut 
snaeoped tp.the-nofige, the foqaurmbla, aes: 
beg. weweLalion him. tp tcll bim, thas aay notice againat 
ini lied. tp the whole of'.the adwpiyistration, aad - 
at ape Rut Ube practice. of ministers to withdmwy 
¢ Xe, PERS CIA. Pervangl ‘The notice the, ho» 
aepanile 1) Wap agalint. ministers, genesally 
itl repre ceagr Oi Howe alnaye rear re 
ha adginpess,and algbiberation. ‘They ought tq be 
bas i 





dip the mage neler manner, ‘There. wexe ° 
” aropeedings either. by impeachment, in 
Cd : were-dacided by another .tribugals or 
sorfetumes oral charges were heard, against which | 


Bite pel at 73. and upon, 
wi voatler ¢ Howse came to such conclusign eH 
thonahe 


1 With weepeat tothe precedent that had 
MEPs, Wags to be. sures, 90.5} an the jauty 
grant (bere wasenough.to inply.that the subsianca 
aagtion-had been previously givon to the. House, - 
Lape ~ArAuLIseS, NO-opinion wag, tobe expected, A 
chafge implies that the person-.acgpagd isto-be heaed 5 
thas thergssanmmelhing ou which, le manst ba ened. ALE 
te.bening the pewou aceuperl, it woudl he for-thy House 
-tosay ayer no, whether they. should proceed further, - 
Reverting, therelore, to the subject, it jae.his apinion that 
up particulars of chagge saul How bested. . This. opie - 
njony however, if adopted: ry, the. House, shut.oyt.no. fare 
ther jagniry; shut ont.ag ble 1. ACOMD PEDy + 
ceeding at. apy other-dipyes, he-motion..of the ,horoury. 
able megber, came asanpe¢h.by aurpeize upon him gs. npes - 
the House 5 'so much.s0, indeed, that fy; was; adt able. te 
afford, him that assistanes he, wisied, , Jf jt shold be thes 
sense of the House upt fa, progeed, ashe thqug ht i oghies 
it would be his duty,,to take its, sense jaye ap nqjan the: 
meen ere iogagat he ibe 2 st’ poten se 
t, Madacks saidy the wou the last, petsan te: 
stale ny. thing to cage whl, Ye cayenind om be 


eee cae todicuth qeak 09H iad 
MSE Tints, ee yy Bt I 
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Mr. Secretory Carming thought there could be ‘but ome 
sentiment in the House on the subject of the present now 
tion. Considering the mode in which it was brought for 
ward, and the mistake in the-case of the precedent referted 
to, he was convinced that ihe House ought to mark ‘tte 
opinion in so decided a manner, as not to render itsolf 
liuble to a recurrence of such a proceeding. He rose, 
therefore, to advise the House not to agree to the ‘with 
drawing of the motion, hut without intending any ‘pes 
sonal disrespect tothe honourable mover. He should cone . 
sequently oppose any motion of that nature, and cali dor 
the marked optnion of the House. an 

- Mr. Whitbread rose to offer a few words. Hp cour - 
menced by noticing the curious reason agsigred by -the 
Becretary of State for refusing to permit to motion tobe { 
withdrawn, and then negativing it; namely, ‘that: the 
House would thereby prevent the recurrence of eimildt 
errors. But it was for all that right honourable gentht: 
man’s ingenuity to find out how such a résulf as that wes 
to be produced by the naked entry on the joarnals of ‘a 
proposition made and negatived. How could the aege- 
tiving of the motion prevent any fnture misunderelandieg 
of Shepherd’s case. But the honourable member: had | 
not shewn any desire to withdraw his motion. As to the 
motion’ itself, notwithstanding the able exposition: fram - 
the chair, given with all the knowledge which charaes 
terized the meht hon. gentleman, who was at-all times se 
ready to give his a-sistance to every member of : paria- 
ment, yet it appearcd to him’ that any person might be . 
misled by the entry. ‘Phere was no record of any, et 1 
what int: rmatien was giver in the instanve of Shepherd's 
case, and therefore we were quite in the dark on that 
point. Shepherd protested his innocence, as the Chane 
cellor of the Exehequer right have protested his inne- 
cence in this case. The Secretary of State himself had 
not been bickwatd in proposing a resolution without 2 
Previous notice. The ‘honourable member behind bim 
fied made a general chiirge, and had declared Bis. rea- 
dines; to tell his story to the House. He -had, in his 
Opinion,'a pertect ‘right todo so. ‘fhe House had been 
warned against the effects: of: what: had been termed 
$+ wide-wasiing motions,” ‘which were inconsistent: with 
the duty of members to epch other, and to the state. Ta 


ior 


max 5.) cofranese agarnet mindsvEns, = =8=«-_—«s BS 
avoid such -cijections as wesai mage against the. actiyity. 
of. Committers, the honourable, membsr had pereicrred 4 
al eheérge of comnption, .ia ibe first insiance, and 
selected and spicified two individual ministers of 
state, as parties azatiat whom he declazel himself ready 
to cuter inte shu onse, taking upon himself the responsibi« 
lity and peril.of the task. A right honourable geatleman 
had.stated, that this charge wight appear wo be a tilling 
matter, when examined, and therefare, that it was neces 
sary to. know its nature beforehand: in short lo have it 
bsoagbi before the House in a taegible shape. A laryible 
shape, he (Mr. W.) thought rather an aukward exprese 
sion at ‘present. ‘The House bid recently bad pretty 
strong cals upon them for tangible shapes, and these 
tangible shapes had not turned ot exactly as they were 
wishel.and expected to turnout. - For bis part, he thought 
the moment: fos patting the present charge into a fangible 
shape. would:be.precisely that, when the witnesses were 
called ta. the -bar of. the House to be. examined upon 
the subject. This motion,’ it appeared, was treated by 
henourabls: gentleawn opposite as one pat of a general 
spsters organized for the attack of ajl publicmen. This 
he must deny. Where was such a systematical plaa to 
be dicovered ? “What was:to be expected from the feel- 
ings of the public, when they saw lately such an instance 
-of the judgment of that House iu a case where the accus 
sation was brought bome tothe accused person, who ¢on- 
fessed. the commission: of, the off:nce, and whose confes- 
wion was upon record; and yet that House, (always so 
watchful of its privileges and its dignity.) took no notice 
Of what: was proved, and saw no necessity of coming to 
any csiminating resolution? Where did their motions 
for iuvestigation fail, when they were put into a tangible 
shape? A right hongurable genileman. bad thought 
oper to make some remarks upon geatlcmens’ allendr 
ing certain clabs and societies exntihg fox the purpose, 
ashe supposed, of exciting the ;-udbic mind and inflam- 
ing popular- passion. What had, in fact, excited the | 


_. public mind 2 - What, but the resulia of recent investigay 
tions into transactions of public im portance ! What, but 


the: refusal of the House of Commons to do justice qua 
member and a. mirisew who did not deny his offences! 
What, without imputiag such a desiga to ministers, 
would be the consequence of an attempt to stifle the 
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expression of the public voice 2 He veadily avowed, that 
during the whole of his political life he had been in the 
habit of attending meetings of the people. Eyery word 
"he had said on these occasions he considered himself respon- 
sible for. He would not retract one word that he-had 
used on such occasions. He was not one ef’ those wito 
would say thcy were sorry for having been at-pubtic 
meetings, He thought it fair to spoak out, whatever 
marks of displeasure or censure he might observe on the 
countenances of gentlemen opposite, for he was nbither 
afraid nor ashamed to avow that his not having been pre- 
sent at one meeting in particular, recently heldy which 
ve grent offence, did not arise from ang shing he dit- 
iked or thought improper in the object of dhat meeting. 
He thought, indeed, that advantage might-be taken to 
excite and inflame the pablic against the persons -anst 
principles of the friends of reform. -He pae Rian. 
self to be strenuously for a reform in thewaylin which 
it was defined last night, as an alteration io the eorstite- 
tion of that House. In noticing the remarks of the right 
honouralle gentleman, he applied to the ¢endency of 
Part of his speech the question be (Mr. Batiursat) had 
wet nS 


*¢ Spargere voces in vulgus ambiguas.”. ts 
That right honourable gentleman supposed that the re 
suits of such a rcform as was proposed, would be to exe. 
cludé all public men from sitting in that House.. He did 
not think so, He was not himself of that epinion, for he 
did not think that the Chancellor of the Exchequer, of 
the First Lord of the Treasury, or the Secretary of State; 
or any of the great and efficient Officers of the Crown; 
should be excluded from seats in that House. He would | 
not go to the same extent as the act of settlement; but he 
must say, that he did see many before him hokling places, 
who, without meaning any thing personal te théem, he did 
think ought to be excluded: When & cry was ‘raised 
against public meetings, because two ministers were 
charged with corruption, he felt desirous to ask the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer a few questions with res: 
spect to the means of inflaming the public mind. Was 
it meant to say that the few persous who were at the: 
recent meeting could be so extremety dangerous? - Was” 
it true or not that gross corruptions existed ? He would: 
. admit not so goss as in former times, but yet) gross- 
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enotgh. Were we so ‘purificd? lad we realty done 
etnotgh ih ‘the progréss of reform? No, we coukt never 
doenough; if the work of reform ceased, while human 
nature was hnman natare, corraption would succeed and 
‘triuniph. We know that members were formerfy paid by 
the crown se many pounds a year for their votes and sup- 
port.in the House of Commons. Corrmption was not now 
so gross ; but in those times they had the benefit of arru- 
rents against reforms similar to those used at prescnt. 
:Goald any mar arraign the conduct of his honourable 
frigrd who made the molion, and venture to say, that 
‘thdre was riot curraption in the election of members of par- 
liament? ‘ He hat? never becn in office, and thercfore had 
oot theniedns of such particular knowledge of these things 
ws ‘some othets; but be could speak from that sort of 
‘generat knowledge that he had acquired on the subject, 
aad was. dévirous that it should pass under an examina- 
fions' He.thoaght his honourable friend might: fairly 
stand’ on the question of form, and take the sense of the 
Howse.’ #t was improper now to enter into particular 
ebservations while the parties accused were absent; but 
’ contended that cases might occur, and in whiclr s 
member might not have a quarter of an hour’s notice, to 
bring general charges. The Secictary of State wished a 
regative.to be pat upor this motion, to serve as a sort of 
land-mark te prevent future attempts at encroachment. ° 
He too wishedf‘the sense of the Howe taken, to serve 
as a land-mark of the privileges and duties of members of 
that-Housé. Corrupt conduct wasamputed to Mr. Spen- 
oer Perceval and Lord Castlereagh. The responsibility 
was on the. mover, and let the House decide fairly ; the 
Withdrawing of the motion might carry the appearance 
of mistake in the mover. It might have been more pru- 
dent. to consult the opinion of the Chair; but the motion 
being made, he-thouzht the principle of the right oaght 
nut tobe yielded.” This was an attack, not upon all pub- 
lic men, but on their corrupt practices; and if defeated 
in the question now, he hoped it would be brought aa 
again almost immetiately. They all knew of these prac- 
tices, and they had recognized them. ‘The House of Coin- 
raons had passed ovet a case proveil before them, and the 
man cem:ined a minister of state. Does not that transac. 
lion shew' that abuse is not correctedl-or checked ? and those 
men. wity do nut wish for a partiamentary reform, should’ 
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look well to the remedy of what is practically 
and for which memhors might be sent to Newgate. wi 
member offers to prove the existence of ministérial cor 
ruption, and up jumps some honourable gentleman, and 
charges him with attacking all , ublic characters, and en- 
denvouring to destroy the constitution from the founda- 
tion, and to build up some new edifice. He denied agaia 
the truth of such changes. He saw no proof or just sus- 
picion of such a system as was alluded to. If the House 
would nat give the people the right of public investigay 
" tion into abuses, the people may be contented and quiet 5 
but they would sec, that they who refused inquiry, 
refused to them the British constitution. =. 
_ Sir John Anstruther explained, that he did not state 
that the attack on Lord Castlereagh was art of an attack 
on all public men, whatever opinion he might entertain op 
that subject. | ok 
Mr. Yorke spoke with great animation in,reprobatian of 
the motion. He considered it as unjast and ridiculowa 
Were honourable gentlemen so ignorant of the history of 
their country, of the forms and privileges of that. Hause, 
in which they bad the honoar to ‘sit, as to encourage. & 
Motion so unjust and unprecedented 2? Every man wha 
was couversant in the proceedings of the House, who had 
the smallest ideas of justice, of liberty, of the laws under 
which he lives, mst give to it. his decided negative, abd 
not allow a refuge to this unjust, this ridiculous.motion. .. 
Mr. Gooch, noticing the observation, that attempts 
Were made to throw a slur on the conduct of persons ate 
tending public meetings, said, tbat if the speeches attris 
buted to particular persons were literally so, they went 
near to destroy what was the most desirable of all things 
in the present s‘ate of the country ; he meant the unaniy 
mity of the public minil; and tended to more mischief 
than all their authors could retrieve, if they lived to sit ig 
the House tor an hundred years to come. He would give 
his feeble assistance to the prevention of real abuses, but 
not to those general attacks of abuses, never known as sach 
till thee pure days! These public mectings could only 
do mischief. He did not impute improper motives to ine 
dividuals, but as to voting public thanks to a gentleman fog 
his Patriutisin, he wo..ld as souri vote them to Mrs. Clarke 
for her cirtue. (A laugh. Hear, hear!) He would not be 
deterred from his opinions by .the sentiments of any set of 


cd 
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poopts. ’The expressions be had heard imputed to an 
onouritble gentleman, did him no credit as an English- 
wan. He hoped always to sce te-pectable persons oppos- 
ing government. They were the guardiaus of the public 
interest; bat there was a power bchind those benches (the 
jposition benches) greater than those beaches themselves. 
t powet looked not to Parliament, but to a faction 
who would get rid of all parties, and represent themselves. 
te'thé country as the concentrated essence of political 
purity. (Hear:) The honourable baronet opposite (Sir 
ncis Basdett) with whem he was once ina friendship, 
acted, he believed, honestly and conscientiously in public 
life, or else his nature must have changed since he knew. 
Him ; but: bis political proceedings had bis total dissent, 
and ‘he: trembled at the consequence of his anthusiasti¢ 
condact. 
_ The Hon. Mr. Littleton had never heard of such 
charges; unsupported by proofs, as were, made from the 
ayp'site side of the House. ‘The beiches below him 
were, if seemed, the guards of the public purse. What 
then became of ministers, and of all the rest of the House? 
Thre ‘most severe remarks had been introduced at pulffic | 
meetings. He had happened to attend at one of them for 
the ypecific purpose and object of celebrating in common 
with:all the nation the conduct of that minority of.125, of | 
which one gentleman in purticular was the leader. ‘The 
nation had expressed its sentiment of that minority in a 
strong and audible voice, and he thought that gentlemca 


' @agcht not to hesitate to treat that voice with respect, 


thongh an honourable member might charge such ccles 
brations ds atlempts to create confusion. The object of 
the meeting he attended was definite and honourable. He 
did not go to the Crown and Anchor for reasons similar to 
those already stated (by: Mr. Whitbread). [tthe House 
adopted moderate and just reform, he believed that the 
public meetings would be fewer, and les alirming to go- 
vetnment. They were the nitural consequences of the 
misconduct of the House, and there was no prevention of 
them ly absolute force, but by timely refurm. As 
for misrepresentations of the press, which were coms - 


plained of by gentlemen opposite, had not others, and 


particalarly an honourable baronet, heen treated to th¢ 
full with as littleceremony. Hecould not believe that the 
patton would impute to the advocates of reform what tho’ 


- 


ef their duty ina acquittal, He gould not ¢anccive haw 
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press imputed to them. Indeed, such reports of-pablic 


yoeetings would be trampled upoa,.if the grievances them- 


selves did not actually exist.. He thought, after what 
the Speaker had said, it would be more regul.r to with 
draw the motion ; but not to withdraw it 6 as toa yiekl a 
privilege. He concluded by declaring bis. apinion, shat 
the ministers of the crown possessed an undue influence.in 
that House. . uo ed te 

The Hon. Mr. Brand expressed his astonishment..to 
hear accusations an censuses on geuilemen fer an. ans 
cient, acknowledged constitutional practice of . Engliske 
men, in attending public meetings. .Thikg he bad heed 
always taught, ignorant as perhaps he wag of dhe: histery 
ef the country. (f/ear!) Meetings of the peeple for the 
aitainment of a moderate reform, conducted: with. :reguse 
larity and order, did not lead te publia mi:cbief, ibeat.ta 
apen the eyes of the country. and of the House. .ea vemed 
ahat he was a steward at one of (hoge mectings, and joindd 
ip recommending to the counties to petition Parka peat for 
the desired reform, temperately, yet urgently. | That eme 
braced the enlire object of the meeting. Ue. was. rcady at 


. apg time, to defend his conduct on the principles, p+ ear 


forefathers, and should continue to be guided by.. thos 
principles. le rosc chiefly at present to repel untounded 
aspersions. | . ar 
Mr. Sturges Bourne said, that no distinct charge had 
been proposed against either of the two parties accuypd. 
He never knew avy motion more contrary to justicein theg 
House, or elsewhere. Tie was even surprized to hear if 
defended by an bonourable member opposite, versedl,, ag 
he was, in his favonrite character of a publi¢ accuser 
(Mr. W bitbread) in the British House of Commays. Was 
a charge of personal corruption te be treated like, general 
cbarge against an administration? He was proud that ha 
was Do partly to such resolutions as tlose lately published, 
gtating a clause in the act of settlement as the cxisting Ja 
of the land, which never was law. [ere itwas observed 
that it was four ycars before it was repealed.] Never ti 
Jately had it been seen in this country that bodics of people, 
Rot present during a judicial examination, had wétto.ar- 
raign the conduct of those who fouadl it thejr duty.te qq 
git one who was accused. Tle never till now heard of 
condemning the Commons in this manner, for the exesqing 
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Girone: who cabted thinitelves thé stent friends of the country 
both nétoncile tt to thelr feelings to degrade the chafacter 
ofthe HouseafConnmons. mo 
: "Fis Hon. Mr. C. Hutchinson had not ‘attended any 
bfthe pabtic meetiti¢s, and from his hhbits: of life it was 
stot bikul} tic sHould attend them ; but he joinéd iti ex press 
gions of surprize at the language he had héard. If stich 
idnpttard wes correct, he shotil suppose {hit the House 
of Commong had nothing to do with the people, but were 
of diveivown creation: If the teridency of the floctrines h 

bred! lttely“Near® were ehtouraged andi acted upon, i 

Would be’ over with’ the liberties of the country, and he 
shoutd account his being sent to Parliament not an lio» 
hot but's degradation. ‘If ft were thought just and expe« 
@idat'to'attack the méctings of the public, it would be 
better at once td vote the cohs!itution at anend: The 
Bharges that were madé Weré not truc. ‘He conceived it 
to! be 4 public duty to obtain réforn in every constitw- 


@ondl way. — 
ie My: Wy. Wynne’ thought thé mofion frregular, as i 
éontatrred ni6 Specific charge, riot had beén intro‘tuce 
-- WHY any detail of circumstances of statemént of facts. 
Phe question béing put,‘ the motion ‘wils aégatived with 
out a division. | | 
. @ cofiversation occurred tespectifg the entaring into the - 
ditirge immediately, (the Chhncellor of the Exchequer 
rd Lord’ Castleréngh having returned and ‘taken thei 
placer.) «Fle Speaket thought that having been dispose 
& fdr' the presefit, it could not éome on as a mutter of 
éoursé that night. : SO oo, 
Some observations féllfrom Mr. Madocks, Mr. Secré. 
tary Canning, Sir Jolin Anstruther; and Mr. Whitoread, 
about the day for preferring the charges,” Mr. H. Mar in 
declining td’ postpone his motion beyond Monday next, 
if-which he wis stipported by Mr. G. Ponsonby, Thursday 
wext wis‘at lebgtl fixedon, 

- . « ° GHELSEA COLLEGE. Ste 

» Str Osbald Mosely began hy saying he anticipated some 

ition: tothe motion of which’ ‘he had given notice. 

Ene iden -of ‘biiilding the infirmaty in an airy situation 
Wes: stg eed first by Pr. Mosely’; and the lands ‘in quege 
tions ‘of ‘which Le WW atorough. yrs then tehant, were. 
purchased’ for this purpose. Very shortly indeed after 

-Yos. FH: —109) —. 2 | en 
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the purchsee had been made by government, and béfore 

the surveyors had made their report, application -wag_ . 

made by Colonel Gordon to become tenant to.part of the mo 

lands. - The report-of .the surveyors was, that the annual” 

valne of the part taken by Colonel Gordon was’ much di- * 

minished by having an infirmary built so near ‘it, . If 

this nuisance, however, was 90 great, Ne would ask, why., 

Col, Gordon was sosearly.in his application, or why. he | 

chovethat spot? He must object to the whole transaction | 

upon two grounds. The first was, that be thought these \! 

Tands ought not to bave been leased at all to any indivi- | 

dual; and his second dbjection was, that they were let on'" - 

‘terms very inadequnte to the real valae. . As to his first’’ 

objection, he.believed that it wonld. now be confessed: ' 

universally that a saving of 55/. pet annum was 10 object, . 

to be put in comparison with the Bealth and comfort gfotr =~ 

old veterans. The sifuation that had been fixed upon for” 

Colonel Gordon’s heuse, would certainly never have ‘beer,’ ' 

altered, if- had not been for the notice which had been *’ 

first taken of the subject in that Hoase by the honourible *’ 

baronet (Sir F. Burdett). It had been stated, sumewhat ' 

inaccurately, that the whole of this ground had been pur- 

chased from Lord Yarborough, whereas, in fact, part of * - 

it had belonged to the hospital, and had been muéh dila- 

idaied by what was called the improvements ‘of Colonel 

Gordon. W ben the surveyors calculated in their report | 
- that Colonel Gordon was envitted to: get at least six pounds. 

per cent, on the 4,500/. he was found, toexpend; it did aot, 


. w ~~ 


. ~~ 
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owever, appcar to him, that the surveyors had taken iata.~ 
their calculation what it was that the public wéré fo gain 
upon tbig transaction. By some. papers that were ‘circa- 
lated by the friends of Col. Gordon, it was stated, that he was: 
at a most immense expence in keeping upa wall, which he, 
was bound by his contract to kecp in repair; and that thig ° 
wall was fo him like a pi that swallowed up the whole 
produce of the land. ‘He was however informed, that as. 
to the.vayt expenoe of keeping up this ‘wall, there were 
many huilders in this tewn-that would be very ready to ~ . 
keep it, in repair for ten pounds per annum. 1f Colonel, ! 
Gordon was really.to be annoyed at the sight of old sal- | 
diers taking the air, he could not concetve why he chose =~ | 
to take those premises. Ho had made Inquires at Chelsea 
about the value of ground, and he was informed that many — 
gardeners would have giveu <O/. an acre for such ground, 
even if it had not the advantage of being onthe river. It* 


at 
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appearett Hicrefore that any commen ganiener would have, 
given S0U. a year, for what Colonel Gordon gave but 55l. 
Colonel Gordon might, as soon as he got the lea-e, hive’ 
let'it out at profit... Ifthe value of the land was said to be’ 
06 depreciated from, the contiguity of the ‘intirmary, was’ 
not that a reason for not separafing the land from the baild- © 
ing? At present the building gave more the idea of the’ 
damgp vaults of a seclnded pvicon than of an airy and com- 
fortable dwelling for invalids. Sfe should much tather.see 
the old soldier walking ahout those grounds.and smoking 
his pipe there, thaa see al the improvements which Colonel’ 
Gordon cayld make there. As to Columel.Gordon per- ' 
sonally, he did not mean tq say that he, fro:n bis long sere 
vices, was notas much eatitled to' atty favoar 4s another’ 
officer; but he. would suy that these gronnds ought not to’ 


have hepa taken away from the infirmary to be given to’ - 
dividnal.» Te was! ready tu prove at the bar, that! 
mist, of the oficers ‘at Chelsea remonstrated against this — 


any in 


transaetinn, pyt that the governor persisted. He should’ 
only wish to call a few. witnesses te the bar... Fhe honour- ' 
able baronct, here. mentioned the names of Sir David Dundas, ' 
r. Mosely, Mr. Fordyce, and nine or ten other gentles ' 
men, being medical men, surveyors, or architects. He’ 
concluded by waving, ‘ that a Committee b+ appointed | 
to investigate certain transactions rcspecti:.p the building 
of the new i..firmary at Chelsea.” 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, that whatever 
wish gentlemen might have to proceed further in this 
inquiry, he could .hardly suppose them scrivus in pro-” 
posing to call witnesses to the bar, and to consume much 
of the time of the House on a business of this nature. If 
it were necessary to leave the further consideration of ' 
such a buginess to a Committee, the inquiry should be 
left to a select Committee, and ‘the time the House’ 
should not be wasted by a.long | examination ‘of. witnes<er. ” 
He hoped, however, that they would not think any ‘fur- 
ther proceeding ueceassary when tlicy shpuid: hear the | 


statement he had to make, ‘The case-harl since. been in-° - 


quired ‘into, both by the governors: of :Chelsen tlospital~ 
and the treasury ; and on a. commaniéatton. with Colonel 
Gordon, he expressed himaself'very ready to extend the’ 
space towards the infirmary.' The governovs of Chielsea 
Hospital had afterwards shought that-it would be’ ads ° 
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visahle to. make other additions to the infitthary, and 
that pethaps they might want the wholc of the ground, 
and they therefore wrote to the treasury to know whether, 
the contrac! ‘with ¢ glone] Gordon was so: concluded as ' 
to preyent this. The treasury wrofe back to them in. 
anawer, that the contract was in such a situation, that 
they conceived Colonel Gordon had an equitable title ta.’ 
a leagq from them. He was convinced that if such a: 
contract had existed between individuals, a court of: 
equi'y would have decreed the performance of its and! 
that a leqse should be execnted. It was, however, now 4 
Béttled, that other surveyors and other physicians should 
be, called upon to give their report; and if their report. 
should be, that those grounds were necessary for the ins 
fiymary, overnment would certainly endeavour. to prise ., 
vajl on Colonel Gordon to give them up. There conld, 
ceriginly in, this case be no sort of blame attached ta- 
hinisfers for judging, not with their own eyes, but. with: 
the eyes of men who knew the value of lands, and were 
sworn surveyors. The inquiry was certainty one ‘that’ 
would be beneath the dignity of the House to maintata’ 
at their bar. he hovourable baronet had said, thatthe 
examination woul be very short, and yet he had giver: 
in a, list. of ten gr eleven witnesses. If wonld be evidently” . 
wasting the time of the Toyse to have all those witnessey. 
examined at the bar. : oe 
. My. Biddulph pointed out several objections -te the 
items in the account of the surveyors, and supported the. 
arguments of the honourable mover. | - - 
ord Milton agreed with the right honourable gentle- 
man (the Chanccllor of the Excheqper) that it would be. 
beneath the dignity of the Honse, to, resolye itself inte. 
a,Commilige of the whole House, and hear witnesses at 
their bar on.such a subject as this, The principal abject 
of his rising. was, that a noble friend of his (Lord Yar- 
barough) bad, felt himself ‘excessively hurt at the repre- 
sentati-ns that had been made of his conduct. It woutd 
be. thay shit by some people that his lordship had made 
a,cort of Jewish bargain with the goyernment. The faat 
was, tbat being. jn, possession, of. those lands as tenant of 
the craw fy ord Yarborough applied to government, in 
the year, 1995, for. a renewal’ of the lease, but was tald 
hat, ‘he grouyd,wond probably be wanted fur, ap inf, 
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mary. Lond Yasheraugh felt the force of this objection, 
and never appliqd again far the renewal, but offered it to 
everament srmeduately > thare being seventeén years o£ 
ie leasq. mpexpired, It was then left to surveyors to: 
etimate,.the value, and those surveyors differed very 
mach, one.valuing it at 2000/. and the other at 8000/> 
At length.a surveyor valued it at 47007. which, although 
it agypeared too amall,a valuation, both. to Lord Yar- 
besough and to his. {ciend Sir Joseph Banks, who advised 
him. not to take it, yet bis lordship resolwed to give it to 
gsevernment en thyse terms.. Now it appeared, hard, 
and something like a job, that the lease of those grounds, 
high, could not be renewed to Lord Yarborough, for 
the, reason then.assigned, should be, so soon after the sur 
reader by, him, given to Colonel Gordon. “ 
tun Zustissox. said, that in whatever observation he: 
hed ‘made, with respect ta Lond Yarborough, it certainiy' 
 ‘Wre- never his inteytion, to. throw. any sort of reflection on’ 
the conduct of that neble lord, but merely to vindicate: 
tha goyexnment fromthe imputation of having olitained 
gronads from Lord Yarborough undcr false pre. 
teneeg. The fact was, that the bargain was fair on both 
sides., Ifthe sarveyors differed so widely in their report, 
poene valuing it at 8000/. and the other at only 2000/. 
Ae TagaQn was, the surveyor who set the larger value on: 
‘ it, conceived that Lord Yarborough. had a right to lbt 
Hout on byildiag leases. From all the ivforination he 
had ‘upon the subject, he must deny that government Ind 
made any conditions about what they, were to do with. 
the ground when. they bought it, and-the only condition, 
that be knew of, was paying a fair price for it. As for 
ihe; application: of Lord Yarborongh to government to 
gpta ronewal of ibe lease,. there was not in the treasury: 
apy avidence or trace of such an application ever Having 


a tS . 

_ General. Tarleton spoke at same length on the propriety: 
of granting every.comfort and indulgence to did worn 
put.saldiers, ssbo-.only got admittance into Chelsea Hos-. 
pital from their . long: sarviaes, tlieir wounds, and thelix 
constitutiqns. being worn out in the service. of their 
cpuathy... If the nation chose to bnild-palaces for these 
di iveterans, ornamented gardens should go dlorg. 
with the. palaces; andthe old sokdier.should not bé pre-. 


wanted from walkiog in them. - It would. be: phcasingw 
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sight to the young as well as to the old to sec the worn- 
eut: soldier enjoying all the ‘comforts’ which’ the'‘libe- 
sality of this country devigned forthem. He thought the 
hononrable baronet (Si Fi Burdett) Had therefore great! 
merit in bringing this vabfect before the Consideration of" 
the Hower. : poe ary 
t Cotonel Wood said, be did not’ tic to protorig’ the dée- 


hate. (4 lamgh.) It was: tiot ‘his intention to have said a 


word on the subject; but for some insinuations used by. 


the honourable baronet who mafle the motion ‘agrinsf Co. 


kmet-Gorden. That:gulant. officer had been many years’ 


in dhe most active’ service in every quartet of thé globe | 
—edeservedly had obtained a place of eréat thust, but, in” 
exeeuting the .ardaous dutivs of if; he bnil th ‘@ gidnuer:, 
secluded himself from society ; and whatever some ‘gen-: , 
tlemer might think, he' war sure Colonél Gordon would hh 


be oac-of the last’ mem mi Englavad ‘who-wodtd désire f°, 
have any advantage at the expence oF the pensidiers of, 


1, that with reapeet to the’bar.’ : 


Cheleen Hospital. 
Siw Francis Burdett saic 


in, so far as it affected the public, it was an absolute job 


‘She pensioners were: to:be imminted to'give advantage to | 


Cotoncl Gordon’s pleasure-grounds; and though, accord- 
iugt» the speech of ihe Wonontablé genflemin' who had 


‘'e 


jos snt-down, that officer would not take advantage of the’ 


solilier, he seeraed to have ino objection to take Advantage 
of ibe greanth. This was, in his opinion, the oily Spot 
in Dagland fit for the purpose of an infirmary. for the 
hospital, and he would be bappy to give douhlé ‘the sum’ 
Colonel Giondon was to pay for it, and secare it on’any | 


‘TY 


f 


fy 


of his estates, for the sole purpose of giving it'up to the ‘ 
hospital, rather than ‘this mnouument’ of naftlonal muni- * 


fice ce shoukl-be disfigured. - He thought this thé greatesé |, 


job he had-ever-heard of; $t was a job ot all jobs, and ought) 


to be distinguished. by the name of the job eheard every — 


day. of barometers, ‘thermometers, and chroholheters, and 


this shomld be called ‘the jubometer. ‘As to the papers he’ | 


would. sat.godinto them... Dr. Moveby desired the whole 
of the premtscs.’: Mr.. Aad, in his letter, says, patt may, 


_ be gated; and. io that division Col. Gorton got aout’ 


sixteen: perts. out: of nincerh. Some ‘géntlemeti bud 


talikeil of: the -expeneec of a-wall;'-but they did‘ not men" 


tion, shat if it-was not for. Colonel Gordon,: that ‘wall’ 


would net be wanting! “He Uhought the pensiottcrs wero’ 


N 


way 6.) _ _.° @BRLARA,COLEEGE,. aav 
very ill used in many.nespects.: There was 2 very fee 
lige public terragp, byt the ,old soldiers. were never-sufa 
ferdd te set,9, fanhon it; (hey were-totally excinded fron’ 
if: and as éo the garden,.no( d single leck were the poor 
pensioners permitted to take to make their porridge with. : 

e.could not see such transactions gong forward without 
taking ‘wotige pf them. e-felt it fo be an imperious 
daty.which compelled him ta: aipa at theis correction. 
He bad no doubt but, ia these demure times, the cry’ 
would be raised againat him. He did: not know: by whet 
name, he ghould be assailed ; jacebin, he suppused, was: 
grown too stale, and worn .qut, amd. gentlemen began to- 
be ashamed of j{ ;. but it signified nut to him what.tt was 3": 
he' would earauy, name that went along with the ree! 
foit ation of abupes,, . Wighrespect te-the motion, he had: 
n doubt ul bis boneurable friend who brought it fore’ 
ward, would agree to take a splect Commitiee, instead of. 
an open Committee of the whole House; avd as these- 
were further, papers. te be produced, they might be se- 
cri e snid Committee. booth. Dey 
Zl ur: Yorke spoke with comsiderable wermth against the— 
mowvon. , ; Sh is Lee ee i 
ue it . Simijh paid, that in looking over the papers, he: 
thought overnment must have ,beeavimpesca von. > Hes - 
wou “pal, suppose they were capable of makiarg auch a: © 
disposition, as to give it the.colouc of « 4ob, anc yet. from | - 
the whole of. the vajuajion of the surveyors, . it conssaly 
hore something of that appearanog. ‘The house of Mae. * : 
Aufrere, which was.tg, be converted into an infirmary, was 
valved, .with the small piege of laud adjoining it,-at — 
6,385/.; ahd the, xemaining Jand,: which was four acres,: 
was, let tor 55{. a year. .1t was with, considerable astonish- _ 
merit, he had read the repert, and ke never could havesap-' 
posed it to be ong drawn ap ea the part of the public: bat: ' 
on the part of a, lessa:, who.was alating evevy thing he, ° 
could far dais own interest, , Respectiag what tcl thom the: -: 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, pd to prevailing: with Cole +7 
nel Gordgn to give up.ihe grant, .ifany-frhud -or delusion +> 
had ,begn practised gn thy tfeasutyy he thought j¢- would: 
be like the case of a .jpiner’s estate, in whieb, where fraud? — 
or delusion was used, acqurt of equity: would set dside ther: ° 
agreement made. by {rastees :..sp,- in this iestances if fehud © * 
or delusion by-any ong appeared, the Howe mightdutes.- 
fere, and prevent the completion of the graat. 


“eorne ranttewnntrade edie. [-9 fev. 
The Chancellor ofthe Bach Bptrined, and skid 
he never supposed there was aily* or delusion ; but 
that if on inquiry it-showk! -Ne-farda desirable thing, and 
that; on the wew plan af Mr.:Beama, the tibpitied wall be 
‘benefited by is, the trassury wonld éndeavous.td- get the 
grant relinquished. cn 
Mr. Long said the board never heard 8 word of coms 
plaint on this subject till the 13(h of April, .1iU1 the perm: 
tug of dhe very day on'whicl the hbaurlblé baronet first - 
brought the matter ‘before the ‘House, ard | they ‘inime- 
diately began an investigation ‘of the subject> and had 
continued their inquiries ever side, Te had been sdid) ho 
individual onght to liave this prpudds tint that }t'should 
be converted to the general use of tHe hospifal. He thought 
sb ax much as my one, amd adcatitn Would be mdre“read y 
“fe pnt it to'that ‘use, if proved to be udyantiivectis ‘tol thie 
Tropical. He wielicd the minttes of evidence taken Before 
the board since the 18th of Apvil stiould be De: 
fore the Howse. ‘Lhey would Ahen set! whit! ha 
‘done: As svon as this ‘motiod-was negalived, he Should 
move that those minntes‘of evidence be laid before'the 
House, and if after they had seen those and the other'pa- 
pets which bis right honobratile friend (Mr. Barcel) 
meant'to bting forward, the House should not be'satisiléd, 
they ¢ then have recourse té a select Committee, 
+. Wortly suid d few words against the motidh. 
Sir O: Moseley replied shorily to the many ‘observa- 
‘toms nite against bis motion. “Id had been said the case 
tak not beein made ‘oit.”’ He’ owhed it; but, he pledged 
himself, if a select Committge wert’grinted, to prove the 
vase fully to the satisfaction of ‘the’Mouse. He bad heard 
‘that some gentleman had offered Colonel Gordon 4000/. 
for his bargain. Hd would ‘advise the fredsury to yacate 
the ‘grant, and take the’ offor for the adVantage of the 
public. ' “He dil vot reat tofmpuié blame to government 
or Colont! Gorildn ; but be was sure there niyst be blame 
‘somewhere, and wished to find where and with whom it 
‘lay. A Comtnittce was‘the only wi in which this conld 
Be properly effected, and if tte House acceded to'his mo- 
“tion, he would'take a 'sclect Committee rather than a Com- 
Lanitthe: of the whole’ Housé . ; 
* A’division then todk ‘place, 
0 A565 Se 
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ips appointed tb-morrow be’anight to hear 
es Per erioe in the case of Hart and 








SCOTE IONIOATURE BIL}. 
On this bill being reported from the Committes, 
Lord Grenville tose, and ex; his surprise at the 
“silent manner io which this bill had been introduced into 
| the House, and passed thranigh its siages, It waza bill 
+ Of the greater importance, and one: that ought not to be 
, smuggled through the Howse. The objec of the bill wag 
10 extend the period already fixed by Parliament for the 
Feport of the commissioness nominated to inquire into and. 
“ feport to that Huse the amendments practicable in the 
administration of jastice ia Scotland, and particulaity to 
be net Upon the great question of extending the benefite 
of trial by jury in civil as wellas criminal cases in: that 





“part of the island. These commissioners were bound to 
. ftom time totime, and to make their-final report by 
‘the 12th of November, 1809. But as yet he was ir pen 
Yeet ignorance of their proceedings, as their lordships had- 





 gétdived ho report’ whatever from the It was of im- 

idnce to Know what was the great difficulty that stood 

the way of the duties. Parliament appointed them to 
‘'perfortasari ( whether ‘they had: rea'ly been negligent of 
* FaUtiposad, or whether it wea the faull'of the king’. secré- 
“Aery' of state, whé had uot laid these reports from time w 
tine BHT it lordships’ tablé, ‘A a sble and learned lord, 
“who Wag the e-or.of the noble‘and learned. tord on 
the wéulsack, and’ whom his majesty had heen advised to 
“¢ Us Gre OF thé commissionets, anil whose great talents 
“Were anofnament to that House or any other place, and 
‘whose’ assistance ta every ‘instance mut be great and bbe 
*neficidl, (hat noble and learned lord, notwithstanding hls 
~“‘partloafar corinection with, ‘and knowlege of, the northern 
tt of the island, did nivi, vill yesterday, know any mee 








this bill whicts Wad cdine gd unobservedly- and steaqgel 
Snitd that’ Prouse.° He was suré thet chai ‘iioble, lord wou! 
do his’ duty as a commissioner, ‘and so he could. say of 
‘another person named in. thal ‘commission. “The great 
‘amajority of the commission his lordship way, net: ace 

on. LT.—1809. 2P . - 


gs THE PARLAACEE hE Mwessese. [roreg, 
mainted with, ner even knew their pemond. “Bat:it was 
ésirable and necessiry to know what iheyhad done, fot 
if this bill were passed: svithout commont, tty mizht contd 
next session very probably requesting farther delay. -We 
thought that those who had taken an active part in the 
proposed amelioratious in. the adminictrutioh of Sodttioh 
jurisprudence, were not treated with all chat respect which. 
was the usual courleey.of ‘one rosie ford too » wher 
they had.no notice or intintation whasever of sucha: 
being about to be brought forward. He depiuetl ; there 
fore, to know what-proceedings: bad already heen-had by. 
those comivissioners, before he could ceasent, in dhe ery 
teeth of the conditions of their appointment, and -witieeint 
a single reason ‘assigned, to this dhngeooe delhi. \idwvas 
desirable to-kLaow what dispouition the .conmtissiontes hall. 
¢o perforra theiv duties. ‘The noble snd: ledened (lund 
-the woolsack gave hepes to.the- Howse: that ragasts: 
be presenied from time te time ;: but: the dbouss dek wih 
-gtand, towards those. commiscioncre, » ue menesds: 
pertion or promise of the noble aud derd.. @ie the 
contrary, the Heuse had embodier its wishes! intai' the 
-yery legislative mensure from.-whioh the comajissinners 
derived their existence as such. Afteomany at her obedr uly 
-tions dehyered with considcrable- animation, his hondbhip 
: intimated lis intention to mave something. an the subjent 
~in order:to learn -what-the commissioners had done, oad 
Hhe real stato of their inqwiries. ©) eer Tne 
... The Lerd Chancellor, after sorae.en ats pom: dbe 
manner of the. nable barou ia making, hia remnarkey stnigc 
reasons for the delay proposed. When ha adv 
nomination that took pleee;he was acting in the way 
which he thought. best for the purpose.,. He had recom- 
mended the names of those who were. judges, or else bar- 
risters of great practiceia Westminster-Hall. The same 
‘pousee-he bad -pussued with regpect to ie Jatdaonpal the 
: advocates in, the caust of. session. . Now it happangis ip- 
yevitably, that these. pergons. resided. at.a..great_ ali 
whrom each afher, aan that thay had, not those, faciiities that 
e Pnaved iro. mecting:alk tagether in, ope, commen; plans ; 
hence theiy conimunications wust be mach Jess; prompt 
4 2d frequent, aad as gq much must take place-by,pri(ten 
1eartespondence, it.was absp uielyimporiie to; by.a0. 
Ss " fone perspng, might wish oF expeet.. A,e5r9 yoF . 
SR GIAAR Was: wanted ga esubjact where bbq ancan 


aN.) S272 eB QRELARAPOG isa: | 
ame while chengieg :a a..past, of the angicut laws... The 
Suhje antd leatned'lord alluded tg, and who wae notin the 
MMeoase (Lerd Taskine) be-had. known so y tltat he.was 
‘sre be. would not have, thaaked. the sable y for the 
stasare he hed pronouncr:! on. kis (the Lard Caanaelior’s) 
foeduet- . The-nobly aed learned lord: mace some observer 
me apne the noljle bargn’s charge of annggling ia the. 
ret cis; lordship denied 5 as.elso. apan;the want ef 
ladda tify $01 pimeelé,. of wiich be appeared to compleia 
dis-Royilship believed thet he was.noi-likely; tobe accused 
wf shewing: aiwant, 06 .sftentiqn.to any. noble lord, and be 
‘gonld handy. -bauo bmnaginet) Une ‘ponsibility of, such. ® 
ehstth , see; . vas 
as. aLdrd . Redosdala- stated. ‘various. rensons. for the pre 
Und getion: ofrtho:existease-of, the commission, and. cot, 
sméntdd instrang terms upoa the imputations thrawa by 
[fee noble baron.bn seme of the mest respectable chatac- 
iteraleb the déuniry. -It was aot fair or just to condemn 
rthecsom nstisioness; pa rad ta emume that. they: hed na wish 
ati dischatgelhcis dat - 
oil "Phe: Lerd: Chancellorand Lotd. Grenville explained 
twatnalby-vevernl times, afies which the bill was. ordered 
<kp berecomaitiedter Friday. i 
qildocd Grenville: movek fisit fan am address to his:ma- 
ying that the dings of the Committee 


heseyy 
ieeagiube lnid tefore the House, which, aficrisame conver- 
“sation, was changed for a-resolution agreed: to, 2em ode. 


Sdaatvthe comméinsioness. shoald - inform: the. Nduse what 
they have-maile ug to-the Présant day. rob 
ad sonbaed,' {*. “a . eerroue 
on old ey lb ats | ecpihccsapes, ta, mon ds 
ao. »312 set 
nai ar HOUSE. OF COMMONS, 
vittha ob sebble+.: MOGMAY, MAK 8: "Y 
of) Widerman Oontbe, ‘phvontntodesee shtiined, prevented 
“tid De for ee Indemnification ‘of pritters'and : bbokset ers 
who: bet inaclvertently re tend inthe ‘their names to 
ritited By 't ‘ix the ‘mannér by law 
Maced teres Med the: fitst time ‘aud. otdered ‘fon the 
J *iaetond rébdin? to-morrow. 
' Wri Secretary Cumthy écinmufiedted to the Home a 
‘from Ri EHfekly!- purpovting, chat’ Bis -rtidjesty, 
104 Citright doweyadine'the Hause of: Cita ion, Hat 


PF then Realty 91 al by J thie! Pei tiec+ Baigent: oF Portugal, had 









pee ene raurtcuenixey Wrorree. | [FRSA 
abblied to ‘his niajesty tor perrd teston th: Negcitites Sa 
a6 Ae country fur the sam of 600,0008. in order totifuc’ 
date the like eum whink. bis majesty bad adyancad to his 
Toyal highness to facilitate his conveyance to the Brats 
and for other services. That his majesty hack prow ' 
the Prince Regent to communicate his request to Hie Frou! 
of Commons ; and had thought proper to maké the tom- 
mitication at.the preseat time, before the Hoase ehdind! 
have finally voted the supplies of the year.-’ A convert 
tion had been entered into between his rhajesty’s govern 
ment upon this subject, wherdby the principal dnd ‘itttereat 
of the said loan is to be secured’ pon the reWanes or 
Madeira ; a copy of which convention his majesty W 
‘order to be laid. befose the Hidise ab tol as ret ed. Ais 
fnajesty’s message was feferfed to the Vo sd pp 
on Friday next a Ts rete 
PAMILY OF GENEWAL MOGRES is viignid 
' Lord Morpeth rede amt obeetved; that tread w 
of public-regret that the femules.of that galtem g 
family were not provided for'm wath mantet ds coUulaHé 
panel 3 and nested to knéw srbether any” ao 
ad been taken for that parpose; in-cofedgatate: | 
hed fallen from the noble Lord (Castlereagh) oti & eon 
night. , ; .° re es re 1 Cp Sa 
’* Mr. Percecal answered, it ‘was certdinly the dntéation 
of government to make tlie kind of provision now albhted 
poy the | noble lord ‘but on tate me g ivttiqon tet? Yothe. 
femaies reneral Moore's famity, y exprabed w 
that any provision intended for Ne wien bemeanrants 
toa male branch of their family ; and it was’ thevefete 
the intention of his majesty’s ministers to réchitime nttR hele 
the provision bé made forthe Brother of ‘Sit Jot Méord, 
“whom the rest of the' funnily wished to recedve ty o: «2. 
** Lord Milton byought forward his promited myn, fir 
enabling judges ‘to try civil: causes wittila “Gln oth 





_copntler. eal “UT ERe 
» Mr. Wilberfotce seconded the motion; aad -yaveade 
Biven.’ ‘ . . " t : mae 4 1. ble . % 
St ee er sO TY 
: / . . BUBGRT, - Lt feel er #6 


**. Phe Chancellor of: dhe Exchequer gave notice, that én 
{the Commiteet of ways nd: acinus on Feidag : ext; le 


’ * . toe . 1 DS ie 2 
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OFF, ' . 

'. bdviee RteoRe OF TRE FINAHOH ConMITTES. 
+, Mr,, Martin rose, in pursuance of is notice, to call the 

pnt the Hause to the conteats ef the third report, 

of ittee an public offices. ‘Thoach aware, that 
Sip briy his subjech under the consideration of Parliae 
ment, he was but barely doing'a duty, get if the honour. 

ru 









ig the tepert ia the Committee, had shows’ 


bringing: forward: tbe.aubject .unsasonably, becauer the 
; iposahich, he, aant to propose. would beve a 


hy his majesty in various ches from thé throne, 
he Hause, in passing the resolutions ta which be adverted, 
in “appoin ing, thie Committee, had iven a pledge tp 
the public to prosecutea reform in the publicexpenditure, 
A@fat: a8 was eomsistent with the public service, fos be 
onl aot. suppose, that the only use for which Commit- 
appointed was to make reports, wihiow t 

any Welarmof the abuses which. might be detect 
appeintneat of the Commitice, therefure, was a 
gives smite part of the House, that every reforms would 
ceremonies which could be. effected without detriment 
wa public expeaditure. It would be for the House 
‘then to.sag aybat.the report contained, and to julge how 
athe, ations it, yecommensled cauld be acted: upon for 
(ite pabbe yatwice. ... The repoct refereed to pensions, size- 
cures, offices performed by epaly and com sasjons for 
apoveignt, anugl amount ef which exeeed one million 
rd a ae ‘his was the state of the fact, as ap,cared. 
from the report ; and as several other offices had noi been 
‘returned, and the snm itisetteddn the report was exclusive 
aéf the dochy of Lnepaster, which, in the Ayrauage of 
MriRarkes:thaugh gat affording a ceveaue of morg than 
fous or five thousand pounds, gave’ rise tu a patronage of 


THs FARDLEEITARARGUTER. || fonen 
fifty siqusand .ponnds, it wonld ne He thst ihe, ag,- 





gregate was under the real amount. He was. netiprepared. 
to.state, that by avy measures he could prapose, gny come. 
siderable portion of this sum could be redyced. . : 

whieh they were‘houfly called upon to.augment the public. 
burthens, when they reflected npon the enarmoue inerease: 
of the public debt within the last six, years, they would be. 
conviticed that the. subject was gescrying of the . most 


serious attention, and that it.was most desirable, if possible, 


to make every practicaole retrenchment inthis, expandiy. 
ture. Of the whole sum, about 650,000. 3 en Ae 
Him actually necessary s put as to the remaindgr, henna 
cived it to be the bounden duly of the House, 40: inqairve, 
‘what reduction could be. made, upan it, +. W hatayen.wae 
‘necessary for the support of the. royal .farpily.s ae 
-was necessary for the comfortand splendaur ef ihe difegant 
branches of that family ; whatever-ha ‘bean, spconed on 
‘Parliamentary gramt for eminent public setwices pl} Hhidl 
£0 long as it was possible to rplac. it, her 1 
‘only unexceptionable, but actually, PEPSI thera: 
-being of the state. . But -when-the House: 
the whole of the sum .s0 e ed was.zaisad hy poblie 
taxes, or indirect means of revenue, it: would feel tha 
«propriety of examining into the amoypat.o€ sering, tit 
could be procured on the aggrstte amount of thisbranah 
-of the public expenditure. | He was. ready ito. adult m 
it would appear by the resolutions with .whizh hes 
to. conclude, that no. great. inmediale saving weqctode 
effected. But an.essential benefit must sesult; from,-Hie 
effect that would, be produced.on the. publig mintl lay 
shewing that there existed a. sigcere. dinppeition: inuthag 
House, to make all the retrenchments ibet. .were.nompee 
tible with the public service. .He was not onnaf these 
‘who regulated their public conduct, or sould resortiito 
‘any particular meagurea, roots er te Cha BAD DAB 
ve + Agltffo popular: aure; * “ . 8 wea 
but when the wishes of the people were directed toa ta 
tional reform of existin: -abutes, he thought Vey aoe 
to be attenited £6, WW Hat’ the‘ tyishes of the people were 
‘in’ such a case, whtn' they’ tended to such a reform, Mr 
Burke had ribed to be a warnlag to tha House, alt 
right Konobrable ‘gen flémat opposi ; pratt wh 
Ra tales place ih #782 on wis sdbiect’, From hak Bs 
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e¥PEl) paket Oba 6-H 
temthe Prebtit Fhe; scaice Hi sedhin “liad elapsed without. 
the*s itiow oF the f ouse having been arawn to the sub-. 
jeet, > TRey’tind ‘had reports regularly front 1786to 1791, 
Nushiog tot vaitous branches of the ublic expenditure ;. 
MiP Aiey bial “thee the réports of the Committee appointed. 
i’ $796, im which the petson (the Speaker) whom he had. 
Wf Hendar te! atldress', had presided ‘with 90 much credit 
AW ifinself, and ‘exerted his talents with so hiuch benefit 
. Sie public service: reports drawn up with 86 much. 

“and ‘containing throughout ‘so -mach political, 
RhoWleye tnd sound sense. The’ reports of 1797 recom- 
nvered aw fMgdity by that Munsee, what Tretrenchmenté 
GOW) He Yoni ip iy tis particalar branch of the public ex; . 
peridityte!: Bat whht'had’ been the consequence? He 
wairbeady fo! dil ‘that a few ‘offices of the customs had 
Been: , Wee How much: had the remaining sugges. 
thon d UF tis 


‘lad deytong Previous! y tecotnmtnded’ the abdlition of 
suis uiti¢ds.. Yet 


. 





dy bella 

my b BUR 
: thatthe salariestof the 
tt rip eat eaaeoet Carouge 
was AYP. GISAD DIARS OF SG - AQPTONSE, AE 
y sth oie atte emanticlent )agheever 
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évents, must be sensible:that the 
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abolition of these offices might an citherctension lave 
been provided fer. ‘i he sale of offices -in the courts of 
Gastice was really @ disgrace to the intite:ioms' uf the 
3 and therefore -he more earnestly hoped, tat 
the labours of the Suance Cowmitice would préve mére 
@ieciael than thease of any former Committee. He -was 
not vain to suppose, that’ the reniedies he bad td 
propese would be cfiretunt to his object ; bat he trastedl 
that it would be admitted on alt hands that some renmadinn 
were necemary. He should not have thoaght when he 
reflected upon the vast crease in the pablic Strthena, 
that any man coeld entettain'an opinion honile to the 
abolition of simecares, if he had not heard thet 26 hud Beek 
eeecries somen here, Gat he ioral of ncoutus wen ive 
prerogative, andi that Yeropative was the pails 
dine of the crows. He tad never doubled that thts w® 
& prerogative.of ihecrown, but confended.that the legulg> 
fyte wes competent to regulate ite extent. . Wisen 
tlemen considered the enormous increspe of the”: 
taure; when they considered that the’ atmy- dnd the 
had been atgmented nearly tenold ; whem they looked & 
the caisting state of Europe, end: what “wae Hiely. to-bp 
the slate of Europe hesentter, witen oven im te eveut-of 
‘ypeace, we could not retern ton sniall peace estab hehunnats; 
when they contemplated all these cireamstenett,it' was 
impaaibie for them to he ef opinion, that the influénoe 6f 
-the crowa wonld be materially diminished by the abolition 
of the sinccures. H appeared by the report; thet ‘the 
whole of the expenditure of the year in 1791, tholuding tie 
‘militia (but he ‘admitted upon a peace establishinent), 
amounted t 15,996,900/. The expenditure of thre -inst 
year was 77,*%00,000/. The influence of dhe ‘eréwn,: in 
consequence of such an increase of expendiuie, could net 
-be much affected by the abotition.of sinecures. ‘Chose 
would still remain tothe crown the legitivacte petrokage 
‘aan'the eppdiniment to all sitaations, aaval, reilitary, civil, 
. rend jedicial, The appointment to-sinecates bad: bedn 
7" Be ee Ms. Bovke, as “* the Perecutiaa of 
- oli. Hit ‘disorder, which ed us more 
pillows GF oceidebti™ ne ee leaded ex more hs 
- - Jt wae to this: part of the report that the' Heese wae 
eatled apon to attend. Having already ‘stated the amiunt 
Of Me expenditure in sinectres, - pensiels, &c. ‘ke -jre- 
posed stent to-cousider it under iwo heuds; tho one-quebe 
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wav) 2: trn enaronewnorme: -° oe 
Jectionebkie, {he other questionable, though -it wras not hig 
Wish. fa poner what he epresrnted questionable as obs: 
jactionable. Acdording to his view, whatever. pensions 
\ weve settled: on ibe different branches of the xoyal family § 
awhatever.: pensions were charged upen the consolidated 
dand, end sepured by act of parliament; whatever. pepe’ 
gions wege: charged upon the civil. list, and regulated by 
Mx. Burke’s act, should be left altagether out. of consi 
Station as unobgectionabla, Of: the seme deacriptior bi 
Sneideres!: the pensions to officerg’ widows; the provisics 
far. mpewapnyated. artigcess; aad for wen retiring from: 
Office after .leng aad faithful service; and he should leave 
them alsa outief yiew, .Thea whele account, under these 
weriqus heads, way 607,740/. in England... As to the sines 
o4yeq atl alluwances, by way of pensions, and pensions 
wot tpgulaied by Mr. Burke's bill, he considered them as 
-gnestionable, nnd propesed to teke a view of them first in 
England yahen ig. Scotland, and afterwards in Ireland. 
he, Grstof:the pevsions which he regarded as quéstion- 
‘CaPSe ‘wander the head of pensions to foreign minig- 
ts,- An the-year 1739 the amonnt of these pensions was 
»185/. het it was now, as appeared by the report,:as high 
708610802 besides some contingent pensions and others 
included ia the report ; but -whether ang others had 
abeen; granted since the report was presented, he coald 
so take upot him to state, A great increase bad there. 
iewe:.taken place under this bead. By Nr..Burke’s bill 
 dArwag proposed to-reduce the pensign list to 60,0002. bat 
stihat limit was gfterwards extended to.95,000). so that the 
pensions ta forcign minisiers had inoreased to more than 
saife half of the whole. pension list, according to the pre- 
crisions of .Mr. Buske’s bill. This was e subject which 
s@nllet] for the:sesious attention of the House... 3 
. -, Another elass of pensions to which he theught it right 
to dizeet the consideration of parliament, :as-questiphable, 
wes that of pensions granted ont of the: Souy.:and. a half 
pet cents. . .1t-wag not his jntentiqn, Bowever, fo prapoye 
2any sesolution, to, ihe Heyye upon: thistheat; because.at 
aight probably hé. taken ap. by. lis majesty!’s tainisteta 5 
and if not, it was his infention to proceed ja the. mom se0 
 ppectfnl sangertopardshis mesesty,:by motieg aahumble 
. pdilaess pon; the subnet... These duties of Ad; pértient. 
* bgen aranted Vy at aey ot Meassomiiy' Rarhecdogs, 
. be, restoration 1A, 1603).and.2 pprapriated: fom he rey 
Yor. Iil.—1809. 2Q CO al 
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‘ment of their civil establishments, and other expenced of 
the government of that island. They had afterwards bean 
dransferred {o the civil list, but as appeared by the jour- 
nals, vol. 14, the House had addressed her majesty upon 
petitions from the assembly of Barbadoes, and her majesty 
replied, “ That these duties having been granted specially 
for particular purposes, should -make ne part of her civil 
jist.” But to prove that the Honse had’a right to‘inters 
fere on the subject, he referred: to the ‘army extraordls 
nuries, where they would find provision nniformly’ intatle 
for those services to which these duties had’ been formetly 
appropriated. The public had a rigtit, therefore, to’ these. 
duties as purchasers, having defrayed the expenditure te 
which they were appticd. “Anotherground, teo, why the 
application to his majesty on this subject eval not -be 
considered an interference’ with: his prerogative was, thst 
pensions charged upon these doties to the amouitt of 9G00R 
in 1785, had, in consequence of their being then overtoadt 
ed, been transferred to the consolidated fund. “2890 

_ The next class of pensions which he considered as 

uestionable, and proposed to call the attention’ df the 

ouse, was those issued out of the treasury fee fund, oat 
of the establishments of the different offices, and : 
created by way of addition to the establishment. | Another 
head of pensions which he looked upon as questionable 
was, that of those granted in the shape of pensions.dt 
allowances out of the ordinarics of the navy te ofticérs 
retiring from the service. No man could contend that a 
provision should not be made for officers under such ci 


. cumstances, but it was the manner in which the thia 


was done that called for attention. That Househ 
wever proved backward to remunerate meritorious offices s 
they had never refased any application fer that purptee 
But it wasthe manner in which that object was now attained 
that he complained of, as lending to abuses; becaute it 
enabled the heads of departments to superannuate whore 
they pleased; not by am order of his majesty in council, 
yrot by warrant under the sign-mariual, but by virtue 
a power executed by the heats of departmonts to grant 
pensions to whoever they thought proper. | ‘fe ‘correct 
this practice, therefore, could not be to interfere withthe 
king’s prerogatiye.{ | 7 en, 
~ There was also a class of pehstons granted under the 
figa-mannal, which, because greater Ia ameuynt, was'a - 
, ne oe a tees <p. 
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gypeniar grievance. This class was supported out of the 
fands pradueed .by. old stores, It wae impossible that 
witen naval stares had been.granted for the public service, 
they should cease tobe the property of the public, or 
binome a source of revenue to-his majesty. Upon this 
‘head, dhexefore, it-weas bis intention to propose a specific 
: tesalntios, in onder to prevent in fature such a nyisap pro~ 
ptintiqa, of a-public fund. It would be quite soother 
question, how the persons now provided for from that fund 
should. be otherwise provided for; but the . practice was 
g@acoustitational, and shonold be put an endto. There 
gas-on¢ head denomingied allowances .in the nature .of 
giénsivns which so much resembled pensions, that he.could 
aot: distinguish them; and ifthis denomination had beea 
with a view to pet rid. of the limitation of the 
ponsion: list imposed by Mr. Burke’s bill, he was ‘sure the 
Hevomwould feel the necessity of.patting a stop to, or at 
Jeast of establishing same. limit to the practice. ‘The 
emeéuesi.of: these pagsions out of the royal bounty, 
oft 06 the fee fynds, out-pf the. ordinance allowance, and 
nt of the [ord Chamberlain’s office, exceeded 56,7008 
whiist the, allowances ia the nature of. pensions, of the same 
detcrigtion charged upon the civil list, amounted. ta 
42RO0U, making together nearly 99,000/; baing. more © 
than.it was passible to have granted under the provisions 
né-Mir. Burke’a bill. - . . he 
e tie came: next (o.a most important head, that of sine- 
auced-and, oflices-execuied by depaty, which in England 
_ glade ameusted io. 272,355i. In .the colonics there were 
beveral.which had not.been retarned, and consequeatly 
st-was evideat that the sum. stated ia the repart must be 
Joos than -ilie actual. exposditare under this head. Thig 
hom included all: the offices: under the head of sinecures, 
sind thoae of the,.courts of law. Bunt it was not. his -ipy 
éentien to submit. avy resolution jupan the subject tha 
ould immediately affect the- interests of those who bold 
these officas.. .He'conld not, howeyer,.avoid calling the. 
witention of the Honse ta.8 passage af a report which had 
‘been made by.a Committge- upon oBices. of this descripe 
tion, towatds the.clase .of; Lexd North's administration, 
The passage stated, that where bona fide duties were. ab 
‘dached, to an, office, it. breame.e freehold ty the possessor 
Af hovheld it for lile,-byt.if he. derived. a, stipend only. from 
the office, without any duty ta perform, it could not ‘be; 


‘ 
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qpividered @ freebeld. ‘Fhe report tad added) tht itt was 
‘the maxial-of our-anvestors that when ah-ofide Secaine’§ 
sinecure,'it was in fuet vacated. The report added, thal 
in such tines (a time when: the whole of the ex pendituté 
ofthe country did not exceed fifteen nréiliows) i wan thd 
:duty of parliament to make every possible -retrenchs 
in the public expenditure. Whatever rdasone vould appl 
40 soch times motist apply with! double force to:the preseig 
times. Thes he had gone through the principal heads 
to which it wad his wish ¢ oall the attention of the’ Honig 
uapon the subject of ‘sinecurdés, pensions, and -offces éxee - 
eutel by depaty. ; . ’ i ort ry vy 
” With respect to Seottand and Iveland, the amount une? 
She ‘various heads to which ie had advevted wis of Ney 
wale, but unquestionably net loss deserving the coneideTg 
etion of parliament. The amoent of pensions in‘ Sceliend 
wae at present 89,600/. but with a view: to enkble't 
Mouse to judge of the extent to which it hid been ber 
jre had to state, that at the accession of his phesént- 
jesty it was of little value; the payment of pensions-in thad 
esuntry not originally exceeding 5,9401. He didnt 
find, howev@r, that the increase had been applied’ td the 
rsonal bericefit of the sovereign; but still thotupte-t 
Y erent incresné undet this: hear worthy the attodtit 
ef that House. The amount of offices oxdgated by deputy 
was not less than 29,500/, Of these he was awnre; ‘thal 
gome were preserved by the act.of Unien, but these werd 
few in number; and every thing he had said with respeot 
places of that description in England, was applicable 
45 those in Scotland. He did net mean, however, té 
move ang resotation npon this head, any more‘than witht 
géspéct to the pensions out of the four dad a half percents: 
His wish would be to propose an humble address td hig 
majesty, thatthe would he griciously pleased not fo gran 
nsidns'(q a ‘larger amoimt than 60(U..in‘any one yeat 
Ri'scotland, until the’ whole should be reduced to 10,00015 
at Which it Should rematy, beige dewble what & was enV 
ginally ; whflet the: temainder ‘he should propose..to: be 
garricd to thé civittiat. sy ete 
‘Ay to Treland, that country was fae: mord frottful in thee? 
geicant-of pensions ‘and -allowanors ‘sedured by act of: pavl! 
Hiamegt.. By the pape oir’ the’. table, it appeared, that 
thé present ginoont, uhder the ‘held of peavid, dhoeeded 
thd amoulilt Mutited -hy-the- ant By -10 DOG. > but-as it api 
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Penren; that by. clanse. in the ect his majeaty was-enihoe 
Kied do-grank,to the amauntof 1200/. ip each year, he feared 
ih ecauld beneramaty for that excess, until an actshould 
be passed ta atacand the. farmes.ant. The sum granted ag 
mponaatjon. fee thase wha , lost. offices. by the. Union was 
75k, ~ This. wee well worth the attention of the Hau 
meng of those: dans ‘compananied, must have held 
efices dating pleasure, and coula not aye the same claing 
puta pegeation with those whe held offices for life.. Ha 
/Apé.megan:to:temch any of tkqae pensions, which had . 
een seonmed by. act of parlioment; but he. proposad tg 
ovide for their publicity, by having the accounts reg 
boils. prodused in parliament. The publicity that won 
thas be gisen to the eixcumstances, and the amount of 
com tien granted, to persona retiring from office, 
Paki pemmoye the inducament to retire, which. the sacree 
ip: ahich sueh.transactiqna have hitherto been managed 
Fido an npn this: head -be- should wish to apply 
qrstene regulations.te Ireland, which he meant to prog 
poee for. England... He had here to refer to a practice 
Bhich.:was ‘prevalent in Ereland, and which -had beeq 


sanctioned by a construction put upon-a clause allowi 


; to. netipe afier 25 years service, with full salaries, 

this: ponstruetios, a clause, which was meant only tq 
ow ef the pasty returning under special circumsta 

¥,. was claimal as a right that the party could retire, though 

the prime of life, and most fit for the situation. . With 

a-View 49 this practice, it was his intention to move a fee 

sqlulion 40 sequire, that in all cases of officers retiring, 9 


. gtat emen shpuld be made of the amount of their SEL Vices, 


andthe grounds of theirs setiying. He had thuamadea | 
shoxt,statemeut of dhe grievances. which he felt required 
tp be. remedied, and should next move the resolutiang 
which. he had to offer to the House. The honourable 
werber thea read the seselations serigtin, which were only 
arepetition, but in a condensed form, of the ideas he bad, 
thre wn.owt in the ceusee of bis spocch, aad concluded by 
moving, that-the resolytions dojie on the table, og 
It was then moved by Mr. Mastin, that, the, Honse’ 
should reselve itself iata a. Commidtos of the whole House 
thisslay se’naight, -ta take. into consideration the -third, 
yaport of the finance Gommiftea, ....:5 
iylife.- dd... Thoratom sang tp second the motion. Hg.con,. 


po . 
. 


gained waned Sordially..in all: the, aesplntiqnn BrADAed by- 
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ghe honourable gentlerann ; and, indedd, be was dispanedll 
40'ge0 beyond the henoumble gentleman, and .eveh..the 
Committee on one point, aareely, that relating td siueournsg 
Gur it would be in the recallecien of tint head. Whe 
erginal report ha altered upon that. head. |. 
ferrned gentlenan had adapted the laneuage of the re 

t it was -his opition ihat the House onght rather. 
vovire the system, than to content itedf wih acting upod 
® principle which had alréndy been recognised. it wduld 
be proper to rdvise tho whole question respecting sinecures 
ip ordet to. ascertain which it ynight perhaps birdedirable 
to retain. With a reservation respecting this point, he 
heartily coincided in all the otber resolistions ofdhe leadtted 
gentleman. ‘The learned geatleman ‘had .aowever faties 
énto some inaecuracies, which he--rose Xo ect: sights i The 
Committee was now employed in-corteetingy someiinasy 
curacies into which it had: faHen, by: haviheritserted. ja 
the appendix to its report the gross: instned of. shb het 
salaries. From the documents he possessed, he oprapidted 
the gress amount, stated by the leamed gontleman- dt: ant 
million and a bait, -to be 1,400,008. one handred. hnusand 

unds less ihan the honourable: gentlemnn -had: wade: th 
jere the honourable meniber went into a siccession- af 
statements to shew that: the whole ef the floating-suni ome 
peinied on sincoures, &e. properly so called, did notex> 
ceed half a million. Yet that was a large enm to be placed 
at the discretion of the crown, aud ought to be, confined 
within narrower limits. The honourable member thas 
strongly reconmended a revision -and. simplifedtion of 
the whole system of public accondts; becayse: through 
the means of a frec- press, and from the more general: diff 
ston of political knowledge, many pendne ott of doom 
bad become acquainted with their affairs; and the suneit 
. anode to prevent misconception, was: to spetematise and 
simplify the expendisaure and accounts in-all taeiy vadiows 
branches. ee re ere 

t Khe Crranecllor of the ‘Excheqner returned his thanks 
to the -hanourable: patileman (Mr. Mastin) for bisvery 
dairy and candid tratner of: making: bis staterent, and 
also for: allowing -the Houee sufficient time to: take the 
pubjics fully into thdir. donsidemtion. - He was.free to 
conlesn, that at the time of the meeting: nf parliament, be 
ad vot-fyeued @ -clear: idda, or at. alii nade~wp his :aind 
respecting many points touched upon by the honourable, 
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gentleman ia his statement. The House-wonk! therefore 
mot be cunprized, that sisice the meeting his .tinse. was se 
- wach occupied as‘not to be able. to edin new lights on dhe 
subject.. He should; however, sow ‘stafe, that he had the 
pleasure of agtecing with the honourable member in mang 
of his. pomts.. _He-agreed also perfectly with what. had 
beonsaid by another honourable member (Mr. Thornton), 
that the greatest publicly should be given to every 
qa¢siion ‘conaseted with the expenditure of the country 
bid that it should.be put in such u- light ‘as to make it the 
wm0st intehigible.to every ordinary comprebension. ‘This 
was the plan which: Mr. Pitt always pursued. He cons 
tel ved.te disentangle the financial: operations from ang 
difficulty! or obscurity, and placed them in that light that 
every common ‘understanding wes capable of compres 
heading thems : The observations which the honourable 
membes bad made. respecting the superannuation. fund 
appeared:-tebim perfectly proper, and he-entirely coine 
bided with him ia the opinion that every branch-.of the 
public expenditare ought te be submitted as exped 
tiousky as possible to the judgment of that. House. He 
bgreed with him perfectly about the propriety of keepin 
thetwo heads'of navy pensiens.and superannuated fan 
dlistinet. He also.agreed with him that the moat effuctaal 
mode ought to be given: for carvying the old stores.to the 
credit of the public. ‘As: for genéral charges res 
weatof-econamy .ia the -pablic expenditure, he woa 
Sey, that lie was sure that .not oulg his- mnjesty’s ‘preseit 
ehinisters;bat any other set of gemtlomen who. might in 


future. be ministers, would be much better cconomists of 


dhe public purse under the check.and superintendeace of 
Paviiament, than Parliament itself would be.. As te the 
. flide to which.he had a-reversion, he would mast: disin- 
tevested|y state, -that he thought it among the number of 
those offices which: might admit of regulation, according 
#o that priaciple of parliament which ‘allowed: the regu: 
lation of the fees and emoluments of an office, when thase 
moluments.far exceeded: what was: originally intended. 
He admitted that many: offices in the.cowris wadt te ree 
quires reguiction, an he wes isposed to gv: 
‘consider le way in sopportef the ideasnf the homeue Die 
wentleman, The only thing :thatishe wished 10. throw oat 
to bis: consideration: was, ‘whether .it would be ‘necessary 
to bring forward this plan in. the course of the session, or 
rr a Cr 2 Or Oo eS 1h cr ore rosy ry a a a in 
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whether it would not beas well-te leave it for the: come 
sideration of ministers during the’ recess, and wait to see 
how much-of it could be carried into effect by ministerial 
regulations, without the necessity of Parliamentary enect- 


ments. , 
Lord H. Petty said, that after the very candid way ial 
which the motion of his honourable friend was receiv 
by the right honourable gentleman, it was not necessar 
for him to make many observations. When he recole 
lected that the whole sphere of reform and improvement,: 
iatluding pensions, sinecures, &c. only amounted to one. 
fifty-second partof the whole expenditare, and that when 
tbe pensions granted to the royul family were taken from. 
that amount, it was only an eightieth, he considered thaf 
the House would not be anthorized ia bolding oat to the. 
any hope of a sensible alleviation to-their burdens: 
mthat source. But still the consideration was of the 
greatest public importance in another point of view. Fhat 
any sum of public money should be given as a reward 
for services not performed, wasa positive evil. Any un- 
necessary increase of the influence uf the crowa by such 
means was also a positive and serious evit. vo 
As to the sinecure places, he believed that every system 
must admit the principle of public reward for public 
services, and the only question was, whetber sinochre 
places were the best means of rewarding these ¢ervices; 
and whether the amount of those sinecures did vot ox 
the fair measure of reward for guch services, Jn any 
plan for doing away sinecure places, some substitute must 
e offered as a fund for resarding public services.: He 
differed with the Chancellor of the Exchequer itt one 
point. He was of opinion that the consideration of thia 
plan ought not to lie ever to ano:her session, but that if 
rliamegt approved of the plan which was presented to 
them, they should express their approbatios by giving ‘it 
the authority of a legislative enactment in the course ¢ 
the present session. moot 
r. Rose said, that as to the charge for the Duke of 
Gloucester, this sum had been charged’ upon the 44 per 
cent. duties, These duties, however, prodectd only 
20,000/. per annum, and there was charged on thei nd 
Jessa sum than 28,000/. There wae ‘soon an arrenr of. 
debt not less than 50,0002. and Parliament then thbugkt 
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ipht td redcem this particular charze and ‘place it on 
Bet bencitiiatet find:* "Bey and place it on 


“HAF. Creecey-said, that ‘in the administration’ of Mr. 


Pitt, the relations of that gentleman, men, women, an 
Hiktren: tnd places of six, twelve, and fifteen hundred a 
ar. Mies “Long had‘ a pensidn of 1500/. per annum, 
s‘a house and otter establishments, although by Mr. 
kes" Bilt iro greater pension ‘than 12007. a year could: 
beled out uf that fund to any person not of the hload. 
yak mS oe , 
PMY. Ba Dlyk Mought that if sineciire places were only, 
en ‘to'reaf ‘herit, and that they were suffered to,lie. 
thant until’ some ome deserved them, they might be. 
very‘ ustftil ‘bat as that was riot to be expected, he thonght 
‘that! it -would! be'much better to proportion the reward to. 
bepatd tythe yuantum of service done. , 
:- Mr. - Peter Moore tttonght that it would. be. much 
beeitr “thei ‘every ‘separate’ case of public service should 
ovme Uistinotly before the consideration of the House, as 


%, 


6° was’ convinced that money grants would then be re 
jected with the utntost indignation that are now conferred’ 
Without sty ¥olice being taken-of them.’ As to the fond; 
ness that now prevailed for pensiohs ‘and sinecures, he 
esuld wot avdtd relating an anecdote !—A French ‘nobles 
maar hat owed exptessed a fear that the red book of 
Brglond ‘wouk! be as ominous as the Rure rouce of France, 
Seek was the strange ambition whith then’ prevailed in. 
Hrause;' thet many nobledien would consider’ themselves 
mbie higtly honeuved in having a pension of a few thous, 
saad hivres froin. the gift of: tlie king, than in as many 
thotsdnd fouis: d’ors from ‘their own estates. He feared, 
that ia: England, too, it was néw- considered honourable’. 
tehave pensions and sinecures fromthe pnblic money. 
1[Pze question: wis thon put and catricd unanimously, - 
that. the. repurt of the Oemmittee’'stiotild be ‘taken into. 
consideration thisdayse’nnight. © - "°° 7% %s 
SO ae rr ia a as ee ee i fo 
nage COMMITT RE OF SURBTM GS is re 
+The Houne having -sesel ved). itvelf-intol a Conmitttee' of: 
tepply,. passed, emon others; the followin woted tate v4 
Fer bills on account of dhe ecoldny of New South 6 6 =: 
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Civil establishment of Sierra Leone 17°60 
UpperCanada = el = 8490 
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For bills on account of New Brunswiek - - «5,500 
Nova Scotia | - . » 106,100 

St. John’s: " ‘e' « : 8,100 

Cape Breton . - - ° 3,660 
Newfoundland +« - - «= ° 1,985 

Bahama Islands + . « - 8,700 

2 + o 040 


Bermudas = e J, 
w—a—~ Civil government of New South Wales: 15,140 
These resolutions being agreed to, the repor(-was or- 
dered to be received to-morrow. 
The newspaper daty discount bill was read a third time, 
and passed. : 
Adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
TUESDAY, MAY 9. . 


Lord Licerpool moved the order of the dry for taking 
inty consideration his majesty’s message, relative to the 

roposed loan to the prince regent of Portugal. Flis 
lordship briefly stated the circumstances under which it 
became advisable to procure the guarantee of partiament 
to the proposed loan of 600,000/. at the present moment ; 
though some time must necessarily elapse before the’ con- 
vention concluded with the Portuguese ministers here, for 
the repayinent, and assigning the revenues of Madeira as 
the security, could be returned ‘from the: Brazils with the 
ratification of the prince regent. At the time of the em- 
barkation of the prince and his court from Lisbon, an 
advance had been made to him through the medium of 
Lord Strangford of about 80,000/., and a second adydnce 
‘to an equal amount had been since made: Of thts sam 
about 30,0007, had been charged in the army extraordi- 
narics, having been incurred in consequence of orders 
from the British government to afford every degree of 
facility to such of the Portuguese as were desirous of fol-. 


lowing the fortunes of their sovereign. This sum being 
' deducted, the remainder would be repaid out of the in- 
_ tended: lean. His lordship concluded with moving an 


address expressing their lordships’ readiness to concur. in 


- Carrying into effect the purpose of the message: : 
The Duke 


e of Norfolk said he most cordially concurted 
in the intended aid to our old ally, and he should wish 
that instead of holding out any hopes to him, in the pre- 


r 
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sent ‘state of the continent, of a retarn to the Tagus, 
that we should offer our assistance to's still greater cxien!, 
for strengthening his power in his Americar dominions, 
He did not disapprove of. secret expeditions for the ate 
tainment of particular objects, but he looked with great 
despondency at measures which implied a perseverance in 
the project of wresting the peninsula from the family of 
Buonapatte. lle was afraid the only consequence would 
be au useless,eupendituré of ovr bloed and treasure. The 
uly effactyal mode in.which we could secure ourselves, 
and control that power which now tyrannized over the 
continent, consisted in improving our means of intcrnal 
“detence, and cutting off all communications between the 
European colonies and such of the present states as were 


. within the sphere of his influence. 


In answer to a question from Lord Buckinghamshire, 
Lord Liverpoof stated that the convention related exclu- 
sively to the subject of the loan. The address was then 
put, and agseed to nen. dis. 

: Lord Lécerpool then moved the second reading of the 
, militia completion bill, after briefly stating the substance 


_ of its different provisions. . 


After some conversation the bill was-then read a second 
time, and ordered tobe committed to-morrow. 
' . Adjourned, 





HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
TUESDAY, MAY 9. 
LOTTERIES, 


Mr. Whitbread observed, that, as the right hon. gene 
tleman opposite proposed to- bring forward: the ways and 


_ Maeans.of the year on Friday next, anda long discussion 
. was likely to take place this night, and on Thursday, in 


order that it might not appears that he wished to put any 
impediment in the way. of the supphes; it was: not: his: 
intention on that day to propose any motion’ relativé-to 
lotteries, He. theretore begged to pat off his: niotionon 
that subject till some future. day, though ‘it world have: 
been desirable that: his sheuld have been discussed on 


-. some day: previous to the apening of ths buiget. . « 


908 THE PARLIAMENTHRY REGISTER. Tdom. : 


EXEMPTIONS OF FOREIGNSRS FROM PROPERTY TAK. : 
Mr. Hovworth wished to ask the Chancellor of ‘the’ 


Exchequer whether it was his intention, as part of the ~ 


ways and means df the year, to take the exception from’ 
the property tax at present allowed to foreigners. - 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied ih ‘the ne- 
tive. _ mo 
Or. - Howorth then gave notice of a motion on thé 
subject of these exemptions for an earfy day after the’ 
badget should be admitted to the House. _ a 


ry 


CAMPAIGN IN PORTUGAL AND SPAIN» . 


Lord Temple, in rising to submit the motion of which — 


he had given notice, observed, that now the cabinet miv 
nisters had laid all ‘he documents apon the table, on which 


they wished the House to decide upon ther conduct' in! 


the management of the most important irast that had ever’ 
been confided to any ministers in direction of: the most: 
powerful resources which ‘had at any- ‘period ef our: ttis- 


tory been placed at the disposal of the government, for’ ° 


the purpose of assisting to promote the greatest objéct: 


that ever, in metern times, been presented fot ace 
com plishment ; he conceived it to be his duty to catl upon’ — 


the House for a dis'inct opinion upon the whele of the 
case: and though he should be short in what he had to 
say, yet he felt Chat he should stand in need of the whole 
indulgence of the House ; and whilst they had to lament 
that the efforts of the country had failed in the course of 
the campaign, they had enough to satisfy them that such 
failure was not attributable to those to whom the ‘imme- 
diate conduct of its operations had been confided. Upon 
them that House hed already conferred the highest bonour 
which it was: possible for a gratefal coantry ‘to’ be.tew. | 
To-those, too, who fell in the contest, they Had raised the’ 
dest monument, the most lasting and enviable memo 

rial thata just sense of the most distinguivyhed merit cowld’ 
dictate, or the most eminynt services deserve, On the’ 
coné@yot of such persons, therefore, the :House was not to’ 
pronounce judgment. They were'to decide upon those 
rsons only whose misconduct was the cause ‘why even 
Britioh valour had failed. of success; why: the energies of 


freedom, and the spirit of ‘freemen, bud been ineffectual ;' — 
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and by which misconduct, the last brilliant spark that 
lingered of the epitit of Europe had been stifled and ex 
tinguished, It was not to the army then that they were 
to look for the cause of the failure, nor to the commander. 
in-chief of that army; fur tohim they had bestowed the 
dest monument of his conduct whilst living, and 
most exalted tribute when dead. And justly had they 
done so. [lad they neglected to record the memory of 
his splendid servicrs, they would have left to the enemy 
. the grateful office of rearing a monument to bis illustrious 
fame, on that field in which he fell in battle, whilst com- 
bating them. But it was not to the cold marble, to the 
lifeless monument which may have been ercoted, or to the 
distingmishing inscription it may bear, that they were te 
look. far the character of Sir John Moore. His monu- 
ment wes the grouad upon which he fell. That it was. 
which bese testimony .to his fame. But he had a still. 
moze enviable living monument io the breasts of those 
brave traaps; among whom as he had ever lived, so he had 
terminased bis glorieus career. It was ng to his actions, 
then, that they were to look for the cause of those dis- 
asters which had unfortunately attended the campaign ; 
over his actions the tomb had closed, and who should 
ventare, with unhallowed hands, to. tear open the sanc- 
tuary.of the tomb.? There were (wo other parties to the 
trausaciionse his majesty’s ministers, who had directed. 
the operations of the campaign, and the allies at whose 
solicitation it had been eatererl upon: those allies, with: 
wham bis majesty’s ministers, whea they knew all the 
extent of. the calamities ia Spain, but the fatal conse- 
quences of the affair at Corunna, -had concluded a treaty: - 
of alliance, without stipulating. any one coadition of. 
recyaocity, a treaty unexampled iu the annals of Euro-. 
pean diplomacy. Bat they were not then to disouss the 
merite of that treaty, nor whethor it was sot right that. ~ 
this country should have afforded all the assistanee which 
her means enabled ber in the support of the Spanish . 
cause, if these allies were incapable by. their own coun. 
cis to guard their own interests, bis mnajosty’s mtinisiers. 
should not bave.eoncluded such an alliance uader such. 
circumstances. _There was one excuse which might be 
urged in defence of bis mujesty’s minisiers—that tho dis- 
asters which took place had been. ihe result of events — 
which it was not within the compass of human power to. 
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resist, which ‘no foresight could guard against: But if 
he could demonstrate that they had been the ‘inevitable 
consequence of their incapacity; if he coald ptove that 
these clisasters had arisen from any other cause, then thetr 
excuse woald fell to the ground. If he attached blame 
any where, it was eitbherto them, or to our affies; and 
ministers could not undertake to justify themsetves, unless 
by anattack apon these allics, or their friends. If:so,'he 
should leave it to the country and to the world to devide 
what credit ought to be given to those who, after having . 
so conducted, should so defend themselves. After the 
harricane that had laid Europe prostrate, when the clouds 
that accompanied it were even beating towards our‘own 
shores, the Spanish revolution presented an unexpécted 
gleam of hope and restoration, not like the metéor which 
shincs but with temporary splendour, but as (he clear and 
steady ray that is the harbinger of an opening and atsp 
cious dawn; not like the volcano which spreads terror, 
ruin, and desolation around, but like that heavenly fire 
which lights thy way over the wilderness. » Then a‘ ttéty 
day-star scemcd to have arisen; and but one wish pre- 
vaded the country to promote the generous cause—but 
One regret was telt that we could not alt participate in the - 
glorious struggle. When under such circumstances his 
majosty’s ministers undertook to assist Spain, if there had 
en any man in the country base enough’ to regret that 
he task had nat been left to their political opponents, his 
revenge was complete. The first act comsisted in the ex- 
pedition:to Portugal—that specimen of the noble lord’s 
power of combination, in which general had been ‘sent 
after general, in such unaccoantable but rapid succes. 
sion, when neither was acquainted with the plans of irk 
siructions of thesother, and when the mannér in which 
the whole bad been concerted and executed had made ws 
a mockery even to ‘ihe enemy whom we ‘had beaten. 
This was the first effort of his majéesty’s ministers: the 
gecond was the direction of the British army towards 
Spain. And here he trust observe, that those who could 
‘mot justify, beat wished to excase the convention of Cittra, 
founded their excuse upon the necessity of expediting the 
-fmarch .of the British army to Spain. Even Sic: A. Web 
lesley ‘had asserted that it the army ‘had: been detained by 
tive.\ easccution-of inilitary operations agatast the enemy 
in Portugal, it could not ‘be ready' to march into Spain 
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hefore December, Yet it was somewhat curious:to find, 
that, notwithstanding that very. convention, it was not till 
that very December that the British army was able to act’ 
in Spam. Thus it appeared, that what was apprehended 
gs the consequence of protracted warfare in Portugnl, had 
actually resulted from the inactivily, the want .of all 
energy, and the gross want of foresight, on the part of big 
majesty’s ministers. By this they had shewn, that they 
era as little capable of gathdring the bright barvest of 
laurels arisi rom. conguest, as they were of gleaning 
benefit from the barren field of disaster. The only preof 
they had given of their vigour, was the conveyance of 
22,000 French trogps from Portugal, to a port of France 
uch nearer for co-operation with the French army ia 
Spain. IfSpain had been the ultimate object of the ex- 
pedition, Portugal was not the point to which it should 
first have been directed; because Junot, who-had no 
means of sending troops to suppress an insurrection at 
; joz, could not march to the assistagce of the French . 
in, Spain;. and if our expedition had been sent di- 
xectly. to Spain, we might afterwards accomplish an object 
jp Portugal, without the blood it bad cost in the accaiu- 
plishment. The British army might have been more be- 
feficially employed on tha flanks of Spain in Catalonia 
and Biscay, where it might have occupied Barcelona and 
. Sebastian, in which case it might have prevented the 
escape of Joseph Buonaparte from Spain; or the British 
troups should have been sent to the south of Spain, where 
they might have taken post with the Sierra Morena in 
their front; the Guadalquiver on one flank, and the.ar- 
senal and fortress of Cadiz in their rear, besides our own 
impregnable position at Gibraltar. It appeared that mi- 
nisters.had sent the army to the south when they ought 
to haye sent it.to the north, and to the north when they 
should bave sent it to the south. His. object, therefore, 
was to prove that they had shewn (hem uvable to cxecule 
{heir own projects. The noble lord then took a vicwof the 
state af Spain in the last summer; when applications far 
assistance had been made by some of the provinces in 
May; Dupont had surrendered in July, and Joseph Buo- 
naparte had quitted Madrid about the first of August. . 
On the 4th of September, too, the Emperor Napoleon, 
pot disguising his views, had declared, in his message 
to his senate, his intention to conquer Spain, and thanked 


) 
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his God, his fortune, and his star, that the madness of 
the British cabinet had sent an army to encounter him in 


- Spain. The French, ruler then poured in his troops, in 


one continual uninterrupted stream, from the Khine to 
the Vistula, into Spain. It was not, however, tit! Sep- 
tember, that his majesty’s ministers communicated first 
their intention to Sir Hew Dalrymple to march a British 
force intoSpain. If they had been deceived by diminish. 
ed statements of the French force, and exaggerated ace 
counts of the Spanish armies received from Spain, they 
might have had some excuse; but the contrary was the 
fact, as appeared from the dispatches from Lord Wiltiam 
Bentinck. There were only two men, Morla, who had 
sold the Spanish cause, and Buonaparte, who contd wish 
an English army to advance into Spain under the actual 
circumstances; that Morla, whose intrigues for the sure 
yendcr of Cadiz, and the fleet and arsenal, to the French, 
were now well known, and who had shewn an invincible 
jealousy againstethe presence of a British force im the 
South of Spain, which might watch, and be a check upon 
his motions. The noble lord then took a view of the 
tardy manner in which measures had been taken for send 
ing the British troops into Spain, both as to the army of 
Sir John Moore, and the force nnder Sir David Baird ; 
whilst cavalry, that arm which was most wanted to act 
im Spain was not be sent out till the return of the trans- 
ports from the Tagus. He animadverted with point on 
the absurdity of sending out Sir David Baird’s army to 
Corunna, without making any communication on the sub- 
ject, and added that the last division of that army had 
anded at Corunna on the 8th of November, only two 
days before two of the Spanish armies had been annihilat- 
ed, and twenty-four before Buonaparte entered Madrid. 
No information had been sent even to Lord Wittiam Bens 
tinck, as to the destination of the army of General Baird, 
and upon this point he had remonstrated. But to shew 
that the noble lord bad not a patent for want of informa- 
tion and want of foresight, Mr. Secretary Cooke replied 
to this remonstrance, that government had no reason to 
believe, from Captain Kennedy’s letters, that there would 
have been any difficulty as to the landing of the army ; 
and yet, strange to state, on the very day this answer was 
dated, Mr. Secretary Cooke had received a letter from 
Captain Kennedy, stating the difficulty that the Junt 
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would place in {he way of the landing of the drmy. ‘Haw 
different was the conduct of the enemy! Buonaparte’ 
always fdw fo his object upoh the. wings of the eagle ;, 
wiiflst the noble ford crept upon the ack of’ a tortdisd’ 
to opjose Him. | And lest the. eyes of Europe should not’ 
be Open to the tardy character of lils measutes, the nobld: 

tid, as appeared By one of the documents upon ‘the table, 
stopped suddenly short in his freezirig tareer, and atrést=' 
ed the snafl-like sihuositiés of bis course. Vet, on the’ 
2d of November, the noble lord wrote, that Buonapatte 
was only tao be met by correspondent effurts: and this he 
wrote ott thé day that Buohaparte comttienced his éareet , 
on the Ebro with %20,000 men; and only a few days; 
before ail the Spanish armies were destroyed. . The in- 
sftuction given by the noble fotd to Sie Jolin Moore to 
place himself onder the command of any general that. 
might be appointed to the command in chief of the Spd- 
nist arimies, though be was only to act in cohcert and com- 
munication with the Spanish gendrals if they command:' 
ed separatély, was n thost exttdofdinary tedsire. The 
times of revolution usually raised up met to sich stations,’ 
who were often not con{petent to fill thei, as thé people 
Had deprived Castanos to appoitit thé Duke del Infahtale,” 


d had raised Don Palatox tothe tottimand ii chief ti 


ttigon. The merit of thesé trdividuals' did nat alter’ 
the natutd of the case. If Morla had been appointed tu" 
the comniatd In chief, then Sit Johh Moote dnd the Bri.’ 
tish army would have been placed entirely at his dis- 
posal ; arid Sig John Moore could not, if orderéd to riatch 


tb Madrid by bins ih such a cade, reflisé Complidncé with- 


ort disobeying his instractions from home. Such’ wad 


Moute was at Salaimatica. °° sl , 
Hé tame next to Congider the conduct of Mr. Freté 


tlie second act of the noble ford’s drama, whet Sir Julian ~ 


mid He har), he trosted, duly appreciated the talue of that. 
UG 


“t. , Ble Way suit tHe ifs, 


ession they rhust Have riade, ‘would fol e tily be efiised 


Htlemar’s services ahd‘ co 
prs thé public mind. ft would bé tacieniberéd ow hig’ 


lettéts Trad Betn writig fiké so mary dtops of blobd frig, | 


" Wie hhajésty’d ministets; atid che taistiiig, shifting, an 


winding that had! beer’ tesbrted to, in ofdet to ketp thei | 


out of the public vieW.' At first thay Were presented ' 


"Fos. Hr-2 1869: 


as tirivaté : bat woule{ any pentlediatl ow lodk dt: thee 
HE. Pe Pg ee eee 


oe 
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letters, and ‘say, without, blushing’. thatitikey: avére pair: 
wate? Had they the mark private upon them, aad ayers. 
if they bad ‘such a mark, could. aay mas.anppese 

they were any thihg else than a public necoad: ofthe bun 
siness of his mission? It had ‘then been stated that.thex- 
wete unimportant; that, if prodaced, they would ant 
answer the purpose for which they were -called {: that 
they contained no infotmation that..weald be, of: dhe 
smallest advantage to. the discussion. But would. aay 
man, now that, thank Gow, the House had got these letiars, 
state that they were nol important, or that shey. bed. 
been the cause of the advance of Sis Jon Meore i 
Spain, and of the disastrous retveat whieh ensued ?.: tle 
hoped that they should. not again hear: that the divided 
state of Sit John Moore's army was te -be afttibited to 
that generat. When he tecollected fe aubpices 410 
which the right honourable gentleman.( Mr, Caaning).bed 
commenced his political career. under My. Pitt,, he, 

be surprized to find him casting the bidme. from himea}f 
upon that officer, who enjoyed Mc. Pitt's confidence, 
therein following the example of his colleagues, whe ahin *, 
ed the blame uniformly upon the officers they ° 
He contended that the course Sir John Moore had. taken 
was the only one he could with propriety tesort to g-and 
it was owing to the tardy measares of _goverament,,.agd 
the difficulties presented in the line of: march whioh-he was 
compelled to pursue, that he found himeelf with.a divigied 
army in front of the enemy. Sir Jon Meere con ear 
of want of communication with the Spanieh génerhls, ed 
want of information’ from the Supreme :Jomta, apon 
which Mr. Frere remonstrated, adding a. Jitthe anperity: of 
his own, in language little suited to. the oharactes of, a 
minisfer at a foreign court. The noblo led: then 
ceeded to review the conduct and character.of Mc. Chat- 


_ hilly, who, he contended, could et have been employed 


in the confidential manner by Mr. Frere, ay appeased. by 
the documénts, if he. bad: not been recommended te him 


‘from home. ff tre had ‘been so recommended, ministers, 
who now discldimed him, were ta blame; .if he bad - not, 

| Mr. Frere was to blame for employing mgian with w 

- character He must hive been’ acquainted... Yet. this. was 
the mar whom Mr. Frete desired: to: be: examihed before 


a council of wary thereby presuming toappaal'from. she. 


" gtnethi Vo‘ hiy armwy 7. ong to.ntictapé te.qentrol.the judg 
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mént ‘of ar dfficer' intrasted by his sovereign with, the. 
éivirmiend ofa large army, by reference to the opinion of 
sath a-obaracter.- He aly wondered that his majesty’s. 
mifnietdrs Hadonot been anxious to produce this corre-. 
speridewde of “Mr. Frere, if only to prove that there was 
Oe Maun in exatenbe who would aet like themselves, who 
tiv th shme want of ‘information, the same inactivity, 
@Hé shine want of judgment, sagecity, and foresight. . i 
was dott ait surpriaing that ke yight honoprable gen- 
tiemital (Mv: Canming) should wish to conceal the corre: _ 
Ndeheo of ‘a ‘gentleman which bore such. a resemblance 
‘histowd stgid in temper, conciliation, and urbanity, as 
not td bedlike the certespondence of any minister who ha 
ever filled’ the itation which either af them held. (Hear, 
Hedrty Mee hpi sometimes rivalled and outshpne the 
Waster? aga sna ously the right honoyprable gentlemaa 
lypdottiave’ Uesifed -to:keep. the merits of his friend cop- 
eae Aedt theylghouwid eclipse his owa. The noble lord 
Hhedié née ‘With mach, indignation .upon the inde- 
“Surebe saad? twHecoming language of Mr. Frere, in hijs 
‘Réslery‘Aated Taldvera ka Reina, 3d of December, to Sir 
Fatal Moore, as lernguage which could not be used with 
‘iepliaty frond’ one dquei to another ;, and declared, that - 
Dttoagh 'MeoF rere: waa the lgst man he could suppose 
bigpette of being :intentionally false to the interests of his 
aMpattyy;lyet by his incapacity. he had aided the projects 
ind whereriemy even more than ikey could by treason, if 
se-conveqoene’ had. not been averted by the. ability of 
“@tr Jubw'Modre. - . oo, 
4% Notwahbianding all the difficulties against which Sir 
‘OFohtE Moore: had to contend, notwithstanding he had re- 
2 dette ‘instructions from his government, or jnforma- 
ion ftom ‘itd agents, and although he had been deceived 
By the’ account.of. ‘the Spanish officers, yet be was de- 
- “Yorniified to. put ‘himsélf ia the way of fortune. The 
‘-tmnrch to! Madrid was: itnpossible,.after the French pad 
< seized the’ paesof Some Sierth ;- but still. he conceived, it 
‘would be ‘a west important diversion for the. cange of 
‘Bpdin, arid give-the' patriots of the South time to prepare 
“fir fresh ‘exertions, if: be wire ig make a -mavergnt 
+"Yodinst the enémy inthe North. , -Thig movement, hg jpade, 
“and it prottaced ina great degre the-eflect that was cal- 
“1 stated! frag sits” ~/Plia movement was.attended with. cqn- 
- vdaeger) updthe rdpidity. of the; retreat, alone 
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egured the remains of the-anmy. .ILappesred that air 

pislers at ‘that time .bad never thought ef Ferro], ihe 
gecond naval arsenal of Spain; and the greatacgession 
of naval strength which the enemy had gained by.that 
gongnest was owing {a jhe remiggness of our ministers, 
The battle of Corugng, indged, affiurded.a brilliant im 
stance of what British valour can.do under every post 
fible discouragement. Thg tropps, though broken daws 
and ‘disorganized by misforkune, supported with gpredis 
the military character gf the gauntry, I¢ waa tovthe.cnje 
histers of this cquntry alone, that we must-Jopk dor the 
causes of the failures io Spain. The -npple urd appeared 
be profoyndly ignorant not only of. the force that wag 

o be resisted, of the force of tha yllies which weraita be 
assisted, but alsq of the force which he himeeht bad send 
put When Sir John Mogye wrote to Lard Castlereagh 
that he had but 26,000 wen, the noble locd .wrate 1D 
answer, °¢ Flow can you talk to me af 20,000 men, : whea: 
i know. you hayé 42,0002”. "The yoble lord, however 
‘was since canvinced, that Sir Joba Moore know. the state 
of his drmy better than he did, After all An high hopes 


which’ the nation formed last year, after all the promiags 
Vick goverament had held ont, ihe whole eles of their 


yneasures was the. loss of 800). men and eight millions af 
money. Against such expeditions, and. 8 repe lation of 
such digasters, the coyntry should he pretected. Hig. 
Jordship concluded by mpying a reaclutian to the {allows 
ing effect :-—~ ty et ds 
a g, Resolved, that it appears to the House, after a ate. 
Jantive consideration of the vaxious. documents that bave. 
been laid. betore it, thata spirit of opposition to thetyranag 
and usurpation of France broke out in Spain in thercoarsp 

of the last year, and that this spirit was pat properlyy:. 
‘ seasonably, and vigarously supparted by hig .majssty’e 

ministers; that ‘the eneny’s forces were allowed tq enfer. 
into the heart of Spain before any British, forge was placed 

| oppose them, and that the British. army waa deficéent , 
n many essential points of preparation, fur, the: segvice 

ypon which it was required,” bet 

» Lord Castlereagh said, that, if ha-hed. any. cpnapleint, to... 
mike of the course taken by the.noble lord, it wan-cere 
tainly not for beg, lao, pointed against, hig wajesty’s mis : 
nisters. He rather regrelicd, thy AB bis lang, gaeech (but : 
gertain}y ‘po. longer, than, the aubitct. required): ie aoble -- 
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Jerd bad.not pnt any charge so particularly prominent, ag 
that his majesty’s ministers might be able to address theiy 
observations particularly to these charges. The speech 
which the House had just heard was nothing more than % 
goudensed ab-tract of the documents upon the table, fron 
which a gréat deal of blame was inferred, but for wani gf ang 
thiag. particularly prominent iathe charge the defcace wag 
more difficult. he noble lord had, however, made great 
pherges against him and his colleagues, for want of energy 
yapi ty, and vigour. These were qualities which hag 
edrtaialy been most eminently displayed by the adminis. 
jration to Which the noble lord belonged. (Loud cries of 
hear, : fear!) «It was.on this account that the noble lor 
ard those wha were members of the last administration 
found thanselves particularly qualified. to object to want 
ef. vigour:and energy in his majesty’s pre-ent ministers. 
He fultiit, ‘however, hard to be attacked for want of ine 
fosrhation by those who derived all the information upoa 
| which tie atiack: was grounded, on facts and circums, 
stances that were only known since that time, and which 
govhyman foresight or vigilance conld have been apprized 
af-when jheimeasures wore resolved, which were .uow the 
 gtibject of iequiry. In the war in Spain, Great. Britaig 
Rad. only a subordinate and, and acted. merely in the 
situation ofan augiliary. As to the objection of want of 
_ information, he would request of the hanpurable gentlemen 
whoiwere to follow the noble lord in the debate, to say 
how. they thought his majesty’s ministers ought to have 
acted. . After the sudden and unexpected burst of patriotic 
- energy.in Spain, owght the ministers of this country to 
have.remained completely inactive until they had derived. 
the follest information from agents of the greatest sagacity 
-apd judgment ? How lang ‘must this inactivit y have cons . 
tinued ? The naple lord seriously complained of hig mae - 
jesty.’s goveruinent, for not turnishing any plan, nor even 
. gpecific instructions, until the 14th gf November. It 
woulkd indeed be a-most absurd idea to suppose it possible, 


that any detailed plan could be'drawn up jn, London for . 


the conduct of the armies in Spain, when it must be evi- 


deat: that any picture that could be given in London of . 


the affairs of Spain, ‘must be materially altered before apy. 
-plan from ministers: could reach the armies. Besides the . 


Impossibility of drawing plang so far remaved from the. 


scane oftaction, ke.ghould also ask wit right had: we to 
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draw up plans of the campaign 2 . Great Britain, as he 
rad ‘before stated, was merely acting a sybordinate parlin 
the war in Spain, and furnishing an auxiliary force. TE 
was to the exertions of the Spaniards that success was 
priacipalt to be looked for, aud it was their government 
hat should principally. be consulted about drawing ug 
plans‘for the campaign. The plan, however, which his 
Majesty’s ministers: had alwaya recommended, that of dj- 
recting our operations to the North of Spain, was'a plas 
which had met the apprabation of alt military authorities, 
except those military authorities who were also politica 
eharacters in this country. This plan was also conformable 
to the direct advice of all the Spanish xuthorifics which the 
government were able to consult. The Marquis «fe Ro- 
mana in this country stated distinatly. that it was in the 
North of Spain the British troops could act with most ac 
vantage. ‘Che Spanish ambassador was af the same op}- 
nion, and so was the Geueral ia whom the Spapigrds n 
most relied, General Castanos. The Marquis de Romana 
‘had put his opinion. in writing, and be not only recom 
mended the North of Spain, but he pointed oe that 
-Cordnna ought to be the central position of ithe British 
army, amd that it was from that place that they should - 
‘sect theiy march. Altho he resolved to go from Co- 
~yanna at the head of his force of 10,000 men to sup] 
Blake, yet he expressly stated that this was aservice [liter - 
: for Spanish ‘troops, and that the force he had brought was as 
4 arent as the resources of that country were able to provide 
or. He was fully of opinion that the English troops coyjd 
‘act with the greatest effect in one undivided force acting as 
a regular army. Among the persous who had objected to 
the course pursued by bis majesty’s niinisters, there, were 
..wearcely two who agreed in any point. As to .the idea of 
' €o- opetating with t Spaniards on the coast of Catafonia, 
‘that had not eseaped the attention of his majesty’s minis- . 
‘ ters. They bad directed Sir John Stuart to make any di- 
version that was in his power, amd if he was not ableto 
: offect'a diversion, it was from the strength of the enemy ia 
‘ Htaly. Phe government bad certainly been called upon 
" to'use'every exertion in the cause of Spain, not merely for. 
* te deliverance of the Spanish nation from the yoke with 
' wich they were threatened, put for ie deliverance s all 
> Whe other eap valians, inasmuch as it.was in Spain 
that the comman enemy could best’ be foug athe exer. 
tions of this country, he was convinced, had been of the 


may 9.) CAMPAIGN IN FORTUGAL AND aPAIN. SiS 
most portapt service. They had obliged France ta 
fhake arn exertion agdinst Spain which. otherwise she nocd. 
idt 'bave done, and thereby drew offa great portion of 
that force which mienaced Austrid, and gave that power 
Cime to mike its preparations. If Ergland had not gives 
sich powerful assistance to Spain, it was highly probable 
that the force which the French. tiad originally in that 
countty would “have been suflicient to have crushed its 
rising spirit. If France found it necessary to pour a force of 
,000 men upon Spain, this effort weakened considerably 
its power ‘in other quarters, .and:afforded Europe another. 
chance, ‘If aft the Spanish .generals had beea as true to 
the canse' of Spain as the British government. was, that 
cqunt?y would, in alt probability, be nowsafe. The Britisk 
drmy'hiad icerthinly’ performed very considerable achieve- 
Herts’ They ‘had fréed Portngal, and afterwards pes- 
d¢méd'a ‘iidst’ tborions march from Lisbon into Spain- 
. “He' hack himself written a letter, dated 20th August, ditect- 
. ‘thes ie Ee i Daltyinpte, in case of success in Portugal, 
Yo Tok ho tite: it preparing to send an army into Spain. 
This fetter'was received on the 3d of September, a short 
fiuie aftes the convention at Cintra. If it wereasked why 
‘id tot the general sooner put an dtray in motion for Spain, - 
- ‘hid Woulef answer’ that they waited watil there was some- 
‘thing of a central or general .government established in 
ER » with which they might act in unison. Three days 
‘after the Central Junta was known to bave been formed, 
‘flie British army was set in motion, and without loss of - 
, ihe; 'Sit David ‘Baitd was inetructed to depart from Cork. 
t certainly ncver entered into the heads of any of his mna- 
Jests 8 ‘mttiisters, that there would be any opposition given 
“td the ‘landing’ of the British army by the Junta of Co- 
“ranga., Abdut' three weeks before, the government: at 
‘Corpthna had sent for precisely the number of troaps that 
‘Sir David Baitd’s army consisted of. Twelve thousand 
*dnfantry and three tliousdnd cavatry was what they applied 
for; and’ that happenéd to be almoit exactly the fosce 
“pinch the ‘¢x pedition of Sir David Baird consisted of. 
- "There was, therefore, no‘ reasdn to fear that the Junta at 
“Cruntia would tiave been ‘averse ‘to the landing of the. 
 Sorce which théy had'applied for. . Hés raajesty’s ministers 
had, ‘however, not been ‘indifferent as tothe reception: of 
“ghé troops at Coruna. ' He tad written. ta the general 
‘ @iuading in Astutins, to General Broderip, who was 
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(he nearest to Corunna, and indeed to all the gengtals in 
that neighbouthood, It was indééd natural for tH il, 
at Corunna té wish the British army'somewhert else, ‘and 
dce them more initediately' ini contact With tie: efewiy.t 
he British atmy, howevér, must evidenify ed fo mos 
tives of geheral policy, dnd not from the partictlat nd, 
focal feclings of the Sunta at Corunna. © As to thie British 
force not proccediiiz by sea 6 Corunna frat Liskon), fe.’ 
woolt ask thé nobté lord whether be really rbeait to-char &. 
brim’ or any of his majesty’s ministers with bein partigs td 
the convention of Cintra? IF not, He couk ‘dot sip} sev, 
that he was atall ‘answetable for the terms ofa chetintiol ; 
by which the greater part of the British transports ‘in t 1¢, 
port ot Lisbon were to be employed in thé cartying fhe 
French troops to Fraice. However, affhoagh transpdrts, : 
were found for 24,009 Freneh troops, yet Sir Jahn Moore - 
acknowledged in his letter, that there Wwete ehougli left et 
12,000 British troops, if hé had not préferred Me thar % 
by land» In theudvance of Sit John Moore td Spal, re 
only difftculty which existed was, how hé was to act itt ' 
the manuer most consistent with tlic plan$ of ‘the Spanish, | 
generals. If there Nad" been any oné general appobiited! to 
éomtmand the Spanish armies, Sir John Moore would Ravi 
at himself ander his command ; but as there Was fd paf-. 
iealar gencral in whom the Spanish ‘nation had ‘repose 
that confidencé, there was nothing clse to be ddné, bu 
to act as well ws he could in’ contert ith those Spanistf. 
pencrals that should be tn the immediate neighbourhoo 
of firs operations. ‘As fo the ldss which our dfmy had sufs 
fered in the retreat, the French arm y liad suffered no idis' 5 
aud if ourarmy was mucli deficient in its effective strength, - 
the French atmy in Gallicia had been equally cut tp, and’ 
how appeared td be’ at Ieist equally unfitted for active. 
operttions, As to the advance of Sfr John ‘Méore, ‘this’ 
af beert detttrained on by that gtrierdl’ dn the’ itt of 
Yecember. His plan was then to advance upon Vafla- 
dolid, and operate agalrist the rear of the Fretith atnfy ; 
but after the tutercepted letter of Berthiet, fie tfien changed, 
his plan, and endeavoured to tiake a bold; stroke agaiont 
Soult’s army. “Opon the whole, hé considered thit to. 
nation ever exhibited more patriotism, chergy, and apitit. 
than the SpanisH nation had done in their vety atdoas: 
contest ; and he conceived that n& nation bad ever - 
ceived greater asvistatice from‘ dnbitier than Spmin bad te. 
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rived frova .dhia country, in that diversion which drew. 
the whole. force, of, the gery fr m Abe South of Spajn, 


inst opr: agmy, .an,gperatiog which gave two or three 
months (q,the J pata and the pairiots of she South of Spain 


tq recover fram their losses.. After a general defente pf - 


the conduct, of ministers, hy concluded by giving a direct 
tive do jhe resqlptions which, were proposed. 

Mt, Ponsonby examined the various positions which 
the noble lord had addressed to thy Honse. , fle entexed 
info it with an expectation to hear s@me_ betters arguments 
in Jefence ef the conduct of ministers thaw any thing he 


d 


bited marks af igeficiency an the part of the goveroment 
at home, with reapect to the place to which the British 
axjpy ,.wes, destined, and where it was landed, and also as 
to, the means that it was incumbent on the government to. 

wride for the marches and sustenance of s0 great a mi« 

wy orce. He dwelt ujion the ill-formed expectations 
of the gavernment with respect. to the expedition to Pors. 


tagal, .its consequent operations on the. affairs of © 


Spain, . He arraigned his majesty’s executive government 
of a t..tal want of thal knowledge of the true state of affaira 
i S ia, which it was must necessary for the gavernment 
ott is country to kuow, in order to judge of the mea- 
sures which i¢ pught to (ake with yespect (o the affairs of 
Spain, He condemned the delays, after the success in, 
Postygal, previays to the commencement of ihe-operations 
in. Spain, He wassurprized when he considered the mode 
adapted by government, who seemed to think, that by, 
their feeble and ill-timed measures great and beneficial 
resulia wawid be produced; when they,seemed to think 
that every thing could yo oy their own way, and act ag 


had heard.,tbat night. He reviewep the conduct of the. 
British campaign in, Spaing and ccmtended that it exhi-, 


by. a gort.of sympathy, which, in the lings of the Poet, . 


wou. . f , a ' ‘ ‘ . 
. Speed-the soft Intercourse from soalto souk - 
_. Aod waft a sigh trom Ipdus tothe Pag 8 


Hei commeitied with: much force upor ‘the idea subgedts 
ed by the note ‘Secrctury of State, that Sir Jobin ! 


oore | 


Had‘takén'a dry military survey of the situation of dfhirs | 


in Spain. He did tit -wish to’ provoke useless dfscuvsion | 


on the subject! bathe felt it his duty'to Vole for the'niod 
tiow of the noble lor® this night. s Oe eee et 
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Mr. Secretary Canning did not think it posible that - 
gentlemen should have entered into the subject in the #4 
in which they had doge. He did suppose that the ‘néble 
lord who submitted the motion lacked nothing im the 
number of the champions he had to support him-that 
might. He expected,’ however, that tn the vast range of 
the imagination of the honoarable gentleman who -ha®- 

t sat down, he woukd have been more apt and felicitous 
ws his quotations. The whole of the noble ford’s argti- 
ment, iu introducing the motion to the House, was-of that 
nature as to jostify arty prudential arguments agaifst any 
measutes Which it might be ncoessary,on great émer- 
gencies, for the govcrnment of this country 'to'take. ' If 
government were not to be permitted to'risk something 
where so much was at stake; if government were fidt (8 
take credit with the country upon ‘a ‘qnestion whercoit 
there was no diffcrence of feeling threughont'the ahd; 
and to assist by any means the efforts of those who wae 
fesisting the aitempte of the gencral asnrper, he was sfirc: 
that the public would condemn the cold’ and frigid con— 
duct of government. There never was @' period! wher so’ 
ttle information- was possessed by the people of" this’ 
country respécting tlre-sitantion of another ¢otntry, Harr . 
with respect to Spain. All was new; but yet’evéry nou? 
in England was enthusiastically disposed to support’Spaitr 
in her great and glorious straggle against her ihvader ah? 
oppressor. In poist of fact, government did not led 
the way, but the whole sense and voice ‘of the pubfic 
were clear and manifest on the subject,-and he shoul? 
sooner expect a charge against government ‘for not béing 
afliciently active, than for any thing that bore the shape 
of inattention to the Spanish cause. Crovernment wete 
reproached with a want of participation in the honotr- 
able enthusiasm of the country, though nothing could’ 
be more fulsely alleged against his majesty’s ministers. 
They were not cold-and callous to the reviving hiberties— 
to'the asserted -hosour—or to the distinguished spirit of 
leyalty and independence'in Spain. - The noble lord who 
ynade the motion had alluded to varions modes in which 
government, according to his statements, had promised te 
assist the Spaniards.” Le spoke of our assistance to them 
by a British army. No such thing was stipulated, and 
no such thing was intended, but ander such circum-~ 
stances as might rendex it advisable to send a British 
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-almy into Spain." ‘In’ such ‘an effort’ the government of 
. -thig odtintey;wouklof ogarse-loagk (a the establishment of 
.& genesal, government in Spoin: 1 Aste another point, he | 
4M. Gans), alluding to what were egiied exclusively 
British ehineta; begged ta:neoal to the-nobdle lord’s recel- 
 ¥eehian, pad-1@ ide. recolldction -of tbe House, that nothing 
eves. fell; fomshin thet could give countenance to any 
such measuraon.ihe pitt of iris majesty’s ministerg, in the” 
vihole couthe of, this greet and important business with 
reapach ta Spain... fe hacd..etuted mn the outset, that ia 
all cases, wherei1iSpanish interests and British honour 
were engaged, nothiag should be dore but what ia fact his 
mMmajestywa speach stated, namely, (bat we were disposed 
4q give: an. Opeey generous,. and, if possible; an effectual 
; [ants to the Spanish nation, suspending cvery mode 
at hostility dox..aqlash reasons, which we-might have em- 
- Played agaient a-cauntry which had been.so.Jong a vassal 
of. the.ogmmagn. fae, but-which, by patriotic, noblé, aad 
lant .resisiance do:.the general eremy, excilad all our 
feelings in..ids,fayour, and called forth all our hopes 
aud wishesy and, demanded assistance in stemming the 
torrent.of destruction tbat -mennced all Europe. Actin 
an thet precioys principle which, not acted upon, wou 
have fase pleateous grounds of accusatian from tha 
. gable lord aad .bis compecrs, ministers might possibly be 
to. blame, ia. the eyes of some who were mote. fastidious. 
than they werc.cogsistent, Byt it was sprely a hardship 
Jpigistess, to hear from those who stimulated them to 
yeacthing undeng to support the Spanish cause, that 
hey, should dave acted with jealousy and on selfish prine 
ciples: sugh as hose they put into practice with respect 
to the Syiuish Geet at Ferrel. No: ministers resolved ta- 
da their. duty te their own country, but they had been 
studigualy, careful net to interfere with, or .to offend the 
natural and. natiqnal feclings, dispositions, and principles, 
of the loyal,.brave, and gallant Spanish nation. They 
' thought that even the gnimadversions that had been made 
upon what had been callad the stealing of ships, could: 
not gpply tothe conduct with, respect to Spain. . Did the, 
nob Sor who thought a seizure of {he armed naynl force 
of another state so blameable, wish ministers to seize the, 
fleet.at Ferrol, without the slightest regard to the feelings, 
‘and opinions of Spain? . ‘the noble lord must take his 
choice of hig grgumpents. To what extent would be pushy — 
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‘his propositions: and his -opidions' on stich subjfetits ? 
“Would hé consider fairly what would ‘ave been the 
‘moral and political advantage of such a selzuve? ‘We 
‘might indced have assumed: a different part ‘and ‘Held 
‘other Janguage, and felt other dispdsitions tan-thovd by 
which we ‘were actuated and animated in evéry pate of 
our intercourse and connection with the natives of Spain. 
The right honourable gentleman who sywke fast had:at- 
tempted to be a little dramatic m the wily of stating ihis 
arguments, ‘Shonld we have said to Spain; °° ORK? you 
havebeen for years past the vassuls éf' Buond parte?” We 
recognizé in you nothing bat enemies, whom we: have a 
right to treat in such a way as may best 'conduceé fo our 
private beacfit. Into the arms. of France you have titéwn 


_ yourselves, and as the vassals of Franec, &c.'by’ the faws 


of war, we will treat you. France has shaken at utd 

into dissolution; and cut of the scattered Hmbs of OWris- 
tentlom is erecting an universal empite, to which yous By a 
voluntary debility, have contributed your full share! Fou 
have forgo'ten your rank, interest, and dignity,’and have 
knelt at the feet of th¢ common ustrper and: enemy of ali 
Christendom.” But wasthat the condact of his majeat y's 
ministers towards Spain? And are they to be acetsed of a 
deficiency of warmth {n the Spanish cawse, and thet af- 
terwards to be told that they did rfot act‘upén pridciples 
tufficiently close-guarded and selfish ? The right bondur-. 
able Secretary of State then reasoned with mach felicity 
of illustration on the fallacy of arguments draw from 


| ‘events, and brought to bedr ny the ihgetiuity of gerttle- 


4 


' Downtitg-strect, it -mig 


men who had all the facts and results before them, upon 
views that could enly be formed before those results could 
possibly take ‘pince. “A great and wide field: of beautiful 
speculation was opened, and furnished: grounds for eri- 
ticisms and for censures, on a questiot: the. most compli- 
cated and the most important that could excite the atten. 
‘tion of the British Hoase of Commons. He wished that 
when the noble Idrd' spoke of dates, he would also revol- 
lect’ the local situations of ‘those who entered into nego- 


* thitions’and copctaded ‘treaties! ‘and “this: considefstion 


‘wiight stew the ‘hhoblée tord that there wae no impropriety 
in conctnding’’ tréaty with ‘the Jnnta‘at Seville,'.even 
whild the opetations of the British army ta Galicia were 
tnknoyn. ° Were ‘the port ‘of Ferrol at the bottom. of 

ht be a very. different case. What- 
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-, was:fong by the treaty might not be foresight, but it yet 
» might be prudence ; anc. the circumstance of the French 
» getting possession of the fleet at Ferrol only proved the 
{propriety of making stipulations and agteemen(s with a 

view ta such an occurrence. But the noble lord’s argu- 
1 Meats, fyuntek upon resul's, and not upom the state of 

_«, the case. as if staod, were of a nature to which no Ieziti- 
. mate reaspnipg could apply. It put him in mind, since 
. “poetical quot: fons had heen used, of one which possibly 
_ the aoble lord bad in his mind, and which induced him 
_ Mo exclaim, * ¥ gods! annihilate all space and time,” 
» fad bring twa things together. As to the treaty, he con- 
:: ‘tended that it was right, and that it was essential to make 
, .&8table, substantial, and positive recerd of our views and 
. Faaliyes with tespect to Spain; and that in doing so, we 
» dp fact circumscribed and limited] our measures; so that 
.. while wé entorad into the just views of Spain, we marked 


i, lhe bonadary of our own objects. The right honourable | 


ryyecretiry of State then went in'o some observations upon 
x. Th@ present situation of the royal family of Spain, and 
al.the claims of the Neapolitan branch in case of their de- 
3 “Mise or incapacity, from whatever causes. He contended 
¢ Pith great ability for the ,,ropriety of making that treaty, 
i; and shewed that the events in the North of Spain had no 
: Rearing upon the merits of this transaction. He would 
-) ,@ot go into other matters at present; but he might say, 
df be could continue to. say any thing, on that subject, 
sg that, even in a military view, the entrance of our army 
_», Wasa right measure. With respect to Mr. Frere, be had 
r no difficulty in saving there was a part of that gentleman’s 
 Gorraspandence that he did not approve. He would 

state fuirly that there were parts of if which he could not 

approve, an.! of which he had not advised his sovereign 
. taexpress his'approbation. It was the duty of a minister 
.y ata foreign court to give a general every information in 
- his power,. to transmit to him, and to enforce all commu- 
nigations from his government; but ‘there his province 
should hive ended. He should not bave in:erfered with 
_ military decisions, and least of all shonld he have speci- 
~ fically demanded the examination of any person before a 
+ council of war. Having stated thus mach, he hoped he 
. -shoald be allowed to stata what he believed tn extenunfion 
7. of Mr.-Frere. | The demand that he made relative ta the 
.- @ietminatioa .of ‘the person he sent to. Sir J. Moore was 
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not to be taken in the sense it generally was. It was his 
intention that that person should be examined as to’ the 
value of bis intelligenes, and not as-to.tha extent of his 
advice. Ofithe gentleman-aq employed he. knew nothing, 
ie never saw bir, nor,ditl he think Mr.,Frare ever say 
-him before. He was not selected, by him; bea.was not 
recomamended by-him,, All.he ould. learn of that.gputla: 
. man was, that on his passing through Salamanga,, he. was 
favourably received at headquarters, and that. he st 
turned from Madrid to Salamanca, with.a letter from the 
‘Junta of the former city to Sir J. Moora.. The.persas 
was, in fact, in.the employ meat of the Janta at Madrid, 
d Mr. Frere coyld not -have refused to forwatd ham. 
f hija character, he .wauld again repeat, ha knew Dor 
thing ; but he had. neason. to, believe that many of. the 
charges that were preferred against him: in-anolher pleas 
were unfounded. With his: character, howewer,.: Ma» 
Frere or Sir J. Moore had no more to do,. than hp Had. 
with that of the posiman who brings.him a Jetter. » Wate 
it an imputation upon Mr. Frere, that he did. not dlespain 
of a cause he.was bound to support?. Jt was not-sotely: 
upon the suggestion of Mr. .Frere that Sir J. Moove adw 
vanced. -He would shew, frem the letters: of the lattery. 
that he ascribed his inovement to a quite different causes 
In onc of these he stated, that it was the general apiplen 
at Salamanca that he should advance. .. The general, opty, 
nion of whom? Surely not of the Spauish. inhabitants of 
Salamanca; no, of the whole British army.. The corres 
spondence with Sir J. Moore was not of Mr. Frere’s. seekr 
ing. On the contrary, it was solicited by the former, 
With respect to the tone of that corresponderce it wag. 
natural that great diversity of opinion om a question in, 
which the parties were deeply interested, should produce: 
«xasperated expressions. ‘The letters of Sir J. Moare were 
not free from this defect. A slight perusal of them would: 
shew that, they were calculated. to excite angry feelings. 
But he could apt believe that. any. liberal miad would. 
take advantage of such. ae aceidestal disposition. It was 
the intercepted Jetiexy af Soult thas decided Sir J. Moone. 
to advance, and which certainly produeed the disasteout’ 
_ retreat to Corunna, which, with all. its disasters, for. hid . 
qn part, he must-prefer to the retzent from -Salamanen. ‘ 
ha would say nothing about the, retreat :to Corunia. but. 
this—that with Teapget to that retreat and its peecipitancy: 
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he did wot'ceaxé'to repret art lament.’ He must contend | 
Mati vbintistérs “were not responsible cither for the advance 
of -Sie Jot: Moore, or His retreat to Corunna. If Sir: 
Juhn Mootle had been detayed at Cornmna for want of 
ttdvs ports’ they wold be liable to Dlanvé: birt it was in 
cofisrquence of 1 pressing demand from Sir J. Moore that 
the transports'were sent to Vigo: 'Ft was natural for‘nten' 
telfeeband totum: for the disasters of Wir; but the battle 
HOKorunha, however individual calamity might be the’ 
shbjéct Of regret, shoukl wot be the subject of lamenta- 
tion! : Eke retreat ‘wad terminated by a battle mach to be 
desired.'- Phat ‘battle placed 'the honour of the country as 
hi¢h'ns ever it stood; instead of putting it where it would 
forth a melancholy contrast to its former glory. He could 
nol’ adupt the despondert tone of the noble tord, or the 
riwht hofiedtable gentleman respecting Spain. Even after: 
tte’ expulsion ‘of ‘the British, the Spaniards had given: 
prodfyofowiat they could accomplish, They were em- 
belpiussine and wearing. down the enemy by a desultory 
wer, by that ‘speties of war best.adapted to their country . 
attd' sthte of organization. ‘Ft was not the intention of his 
mayest government to send a British army into Spain, 
until they had consolidated their armies and placed them 
wider the command ‘of one chief. ‘Phen, inceed, a Bri- 
tis forte’ might be again useful. We could have no in- 
tevext to force them into that course; but hé trusted that: 
they would profit encagh by their own experience and our 
stgevestions to addépt a system that should enable them to 
leur with all the-weight of their accumulated force upon 
the enemy: Sach were the views tie wished the House to 
take lof the subject. . : . 
* Mr. Fremey trosted that it would not be imputed to 
him ‘that-he felt a disposition to extmguish any hopes 
surviving ftom the last campatgn in Spain, or damp any 
expeotations of future successes. He fully agreed in the’ 
propriety of assistine the Spaniards, and felt, in common 
with the ‘whold kingdoinja Warm interest in their success. 
He.was anxious, however, ‘to have the opinion of the 
Hose on the papers before them. ' With respect to Mr. 
Frese, the debate'of:stit- night shewed thnt that gentleman 
had a friend and defender. Indeed he had occasion for 
suck support, for'no' one! ever stood more -in eed of it. 
But where Mr. Frere found a friend, the noble lord lust 
‘@ne; for the right honourable gentleman passed aver the 
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whole of his condect of the cantpai Indeed he shewed 
his judgment not to say wach of Mr. Frere, and to say 
nothing of the noble lord. He left the latter two ged vat, 
of the scrape as well as be coald. The right honoereble 
gentleman's defence abeut Ferrol was no defence.at alli 
e put words into the mourhs of gentlemen at that side. 
of the House that they hever uttered. They never sige 
gested the necessity of taking away the ships without the . 
concurrence of the Spaniards. But ministers wonld- have. 
acted consis‘ently with their own principles if they dids 
for upon what principle did they seize the fect at Cepen- 
hagen, but that there was renson to snppow they would 
fall into the hands of the French? Was vot she: danget 
fally as great at Fervol? If they did oct chonge te brn 
them away themselves, ‘why did they not urge Spaio' to 
take measures (o prevent them from falling inte the power 
of the enemy? The noble lord had no excuse for -bis nm 
giect in not having sooner sent an army into Spain. -He 
was fully informed that Buonaparte would bo there at 
the beginning of November with 160,C¢00 men, of which 
12,000 were cavalry. By his delay-he lost the cause of. 
Spain. Perhaps there wasa chance of a rally, bat ef, 
that he was not sanguine. The condnct of Mr. Frere left. 
the right honourable gentleman much to answer, and: he 
was surprized that after the letters that were on the table 
(letters which the right honourable gentleman himself 
condemned) he should have left him three months ia: 
Spain... Indeed, without meaning any personal imputa- 
tion on Mr. Frere, he must condema his firstappoiotment. - 
He was an eye-sore to the Spaniards. He bad beforebeen . 
in Spain, at the time that the frigates were taken, and-he | 
was not the fittest person to concitiate a people who could 
not have forgotten that circumstance. Ne maintained 
dhat it was solely owing to Mr. Frere’s urgent demands 
and-unccasing importunities that: Sic J. Moore ailvanoed, 
to Astorga. As to this'M. Charmilly, of whom the right 
hon. gentlenmn was the champion, he knew nothing of bim 
ersonally. ‘He had heard a: good deal indeed of hint 
f the last ten years, ard he never beard any one speak 
well of hii: | It was dopbtful whether this’ M. Charmilly 
had been at Madrid ai the time stated > ahd so fac was-he 
from being the bearer ot ‘dispatches from the Junta to ‘Siz. 
J. Moore, thai they were transasitfed by a coorler whe 
came by another ruad.- He certainly did pass throagh 
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Geharianca, afd Loviciy & mak inthe British army, ‘he 
the bospitality: of the Comusander. in. Chefs 
pie. ' Rat Sic Jvbit Moore placed.ne trust or.confidenca 
in. chewmaa. site distrusted him fram the Grets He kaow 
baiwareadirenvimnea of that desaription that. did not-eme 
tite hica-te.the smalicst aeufidence. -He fully agsced in 
what ike tight Lesourable geatleman said respecting the 
We, nb Cerumnna. ie theught it wasp desizable that g 
gatrent, unexampled in poiat of danger, difficulty, and 
hnitiom, shonald.. have so brilliant a termination. Rut 
wontd: net again put a British army into such a situe 
atign. ) He.meulé not. confide the conduct of the way 
gather to, the noble lord or the Duke-of. Portland, If thy 
Hones. would pass user all. ihis misconduct, of which they 
had. .the .prodfs -before them, they would not dg their 
Aptye Af auother retreat, under circumstances equal 
dimetreus, should tiko place, be knew not how he ould 
ataaigh the meble lord. The: noble lord and his friends . 
atight,saften.the resolutions if they pleased, but it wag 
incawbent-oarhe Huupe not fo separate without marking 
ta spase-of their erarts and iacapacity. 
t. The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, he was perfectly 
wtinGed the subject had already undergone so much dis- 
Cassionw, ithat it would. be needless for him to treuble the 
Hiouse-at.aay length; but there were two or three points 
‘en whiok he wished to make a few observations, and te 
wiedb he would request the attention of the House. His 
Majesty’s. ministers had been arraigned, and yet the 
.gentlewen.on the opposite side were unable fa cay whether 
they ‘had given assistance (oo, early or too late; though 
the right bonourable genilenian opposite had previously 
said,.they ought to have waited till a -goverhuent was 
formed. mn. Spain.who.could give them infosmation. Mj- 
nisters. now stood charged by the right honourable gentle- 
man whe spoke last with heving sent an. army; yet hed 
they-not-sent ane, he had no.donbt but the censure ga 
them from. that-quarter wankd bave been much more gp 
were. ‘The noble lord who brought forward jhe motion 
had assumed tbat the expedition which was sent.out, 
having. failed, blame spust .be: somewhere ; it must .regt 
either with the Gosmagader ia Chief pr. the ministers; 
and they made not the.smallest allowance for evenia, ayer 
mhioh . neither: minisiers. nor the Commander jn, Chief 
could bave any controul,, This, wee ihe langwage.of those 
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who hallooed them on to give assistance to Spain, and who 
“would have been most bitter in their com plaifts if viriintsd 
had not done it. What, he asked, would at this monient 
Wave been the sifuation of Spain, if our’ army had not 
been sent ?'The French wonid fone ere’ this, Have béed 
in possession of the greater part of the conntry,: and: Sig 
John Moore had himself acknowledged that onr expedls 
tion had made a most important and usefat diversion ia 
favour of the Spanish cause, had drawn a great part of 
the French force toa very distant quarter from: their main 
body, and had giyen the Spaniards time to recruit the 
armies which had been dispersed. It had prevented the 
French from making any considerable pr since the 
period of the battle of Corunna:  As‘fe all ‘the observa- 
tions respecting Mr. Frere, if there had beem-#ay blame 
imputed by ministers to Sir John Moore, the argument 
might be good. The real eause of the. qgmplaint mide 
by the opposite side of the House seemed to him to be, 
because General Moore did not retreat info Portugal, which 
they say he ought to have done, which he might have 
done, but which he did not do from following or acced- 
fing to the opinion of a non-military man. ‘Phis on 
curious way to support the character of General Moore? 
‘fo endeavour to justify General Moore by imputing blamé& 
to Mr. Frere, was, in his opinion, highly unjust. 
shonid be very sorry to say a word that might convey ig 
the sliglitest degree a painful feeling to any of the rcfa= 
tives of Sir John Moore; but he‘could not pérmit the 
right honourable gentleman opposite to attack Mr. Frere, 
without defending him from their reproacbes. Sir J, 
‘Moore first.asked Mr, Frere’s advice.: he did got obtrude 
it on Sir J. Moore. His advice to that officer to remain 
‘at Astorga seemed to be the poin? on which the right ho- 
mourable gentleman who spoke last particularty: laid; his 
Ginger, and in that Mr. Frere is blamed for giving ad vieo 
which was not followed. He concluded by expressing 
‘@ confident [hope that the House would reject the motion 
| Mr. Tierney explained. — ' . ine 
Mr. Bragge Bathurst said, be bad listened with great 
attention to. the three ministers. who had. spaken, and 
though they had. all taken different modes of defence, he 
hed heard vothing-whieh could induce him nat tojoia ja 
a vo'é of censure on their cosduct, . The right honourable 
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WAY 10.J ot MILITIA BILL. — 831 
>»: deovd H..Pefty spoke. in favour of the motion. §. . 
.- Mr. Ji intbreed supported the yesolutions, .and briefly 
@efensled the-chasacter of Sir John Moore, whose operas. 
tiens ia. Spain, would, in his opinion, -have been most 

feet, had, he not been. interfered with by Mr, Frere. 
Re coademned in severe terms the conduct of the latter. 
genienian, particularly as to the point. of his deputing 


re Charmilly. 
- The House then divided, when, there appeared 
alt -, .. Kor the Resolutions,. 111 
tpt... <Against them, - + « 
*, -_ as “Majority wee ee HY 
‘-AUjounsed. : , 
“HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Hejl; ft. .,  . WEDNESDAY, May 10. 


f- rey! A 


MILITIA BILL. 


. Their prdships went into a Committee on the militia 
bill, ia which an.amendment was made, after some con- , 
yersatinn between the Duke of Norfolk and Lord Liver 
pool, cancelling tbe clause relative to recruiting for 


’ 


unties. in, the adjacent parts of neigbouring’ counties. 
[he report was received, and ordered to be taken inta 
consideration on Friday next. | : 

. Adgourned. 
' " “HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

corto 6". WepwespaY, MAY 10,. 
Me Wilbraham Bootle moved for teave to bring in 4 
bill to alter and amend the act of the 35th of the king for 
preventing the removal of paupers, so far'as the same ree 
ates to the suspension ‘of vagrants’ passes, ‘and for 
obliging pau pers to wear badges. . — mos , 
' "Mr. Whitbread, in seconding the motion, declared that 
his attention was unceasingly directed to the amelioration 
Of the poor laws, and of thé'condition of the poor; and 
expressed the satisfaction he felt that the discussion of the 
measure he brodght forward’ in'a late séssion, had pto» 
duced a wider diffusion of Knowledge thrqaghout the 
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empire; and declared his intention to bringin a bifl ext 
session of Parliament for extending education, that is, - 
useful knowledge and information among tbe lower classes, - 
Mr. W. Buotle then brought in the bill, which was 
sea a fiest time, aud ordcred to be read a second tome og 
Tue:day next. ' 


REGIMENTAL ACCOUNTS. 


Nr. Ward'e, pursuant to notice, rose to hove for the ~ 
productian of certain accounts from the watoffice. His ' 
object in moving for them was to pat -the House in pos ‘ 
session of the state of accounts in the war-offer.: Si 
1797, when the establishment was enlarged, with a view , 
to bringin ap the arrears, the numbeft of cletks hed ‘beea: 
greatly increased, and yet the accoants were in greater ° 
cuufusion than ever. If the pa should be granted i 
him, he should show, that-this increav, instead of ame. 

diting, had retarced the settlement of the accounts: 

he establishment of the war-office cost 54,0001. annoeliy, ' 
and yet the accounts might be made up'without sufferiag- 
any atrear to accamulate for 30,000/. a year. 
there would have been a saving of expenditare since 1 787; 
in that ‘department, if even the average expences were 
taken at 40,000/. annually, of above 140,000]. Many 
regimental accounts were in arreat more than twelve years, 
and. the confusion was increased by the difftrént-changes 
that had been made in the mamper of eondueting - tes 
business of the office, whereby monthly and. qaayterl 
accounts were intermixed with annual accounts. A 
-eal change of system was absolutely necessary ; because 
any modifica‘ion of the present system would only be for 
the worse. Other adyisers should be consulted than those 
on whose opinion the present system had been adopted. .. 
Fle knew an accomptant, who would andertake to minke 
up the whole of the acconnts of the office for the sdm he 
Kad mentioned, and pledge himself not to suffer any arrest 
‘to accruc. “After naticing the establishment of @ second 
war-office in George’s-s{reet, at an’ expente of five or six 

onsand pounds a Fear, the volunteer pay office, which 
be stated not to be’ necessary, the honourable member con- 
cluded by moving, ‘ that there be luid Before the Howse a ~ 
feturn of all the annnal régimental accouats now in the 
war-office, specifying stich as aré sevtied,‘and such as-are 
not; also-a return of all the annual reyimental accounts 


b 
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which, haye, hepa carried into warrant; specifying how 
h year, and whether for cavalry, infintry, or — 

militia regiments.’ ; 
- Mc. Whitbread seconded the motion. ; 

: On jhe, question being put, | 

: The Secretary at War iid not mean to give any effectual 
opposition to this motion, at the same time that he trusted 
‘he should be able.to persuade :the-honourable member to 
withdtay hia motian. . A commission had been appointed 
to¢spmise and report upagn this subject, and had already 
prodace three reports ; the one of: which, that related to 
the. eecopats, bad bean drawn up with great ability and 
wecision, The subject had been seriously taken up by 
ie mhjeaty's'miniaters,, who had frequent communications 
with: the. wax-office, rclative to sume new arrangement. 
He gould assune,dbe honourable member, that his majesty’s 
mivisier$. were equally with himself impressed with the 
necessity, of .a comprehessive and radical reform in the 
huevieess:.ef tha fice. ‘he Secretary then went into a 
detailed aceaqunt of the steps which had been taken to res 
mody the gricyance-siece his coming into office; and con- 
eludti.by observing, that as there could be no utility in 
ing fey the accounts at this moment, he hoped the 

rablegentleman would give up his motion. 
.- ibe... ong, agreed in the necessity of adopting some 
sey: system, for the simplification of army accounts, for 
thi exoellent..system. introduced by Mr. Burke would be 
holly. inefiactal at this time ; for instance, a number of 
Mesences in the pay of the soldiery bad been introduced 
depending.oa the local, or temporary prices of bread, or 
twtat) ot their respective quarters. Hence, it was not 
possible tp. go into a-minute inguiry of. the aécounts, 

with any bope of .an. accurate result. 
> Mr. Windham said, that the only practicable mode for 
a(taiving ‘accuracy in the accounts, was to simplify the 
mode ot. paying the soldiery.. In investigating the causp 
of. the argears which had accrued, much would depend 
on iconsidezing the degree of zcal, integrity, diligence, 
Aad intetigepce employed by. the persons to whom the 
-tavestigation was referred. . Daring his own continuance 
vin effter, tre was €onacions that much of each was exerted 3 
sdadetill the desirable result of bringing up: those arreats 
veould bot -beaocomplished.. The real cause of accumye. 


& 
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Fation in’ those years was the great increase of the pablic 
foree. Gentlemen who complained of these arream 
seemed to forget not only the great increase of the regula. 
army, but¢the addition of the army of reserve, the sup< 
piemental militia, the volunteers, and foreign corps, be 
frist hid excreted the powers of the mill; and to remedy, 


frat defect, there must be more mills and more millers,, - 


However, if the hopourable’ gentleman who made the 
motion, could produce any effectual plan to remove the, 
defect'of which he complained, be would render a great; 
public benefit. . But be must allow him (Mr. W3 y 
to donht the practicability of such a plan, from ‘what hey 
himself had already experienced. oe ad 
Mr. Whitbread thonght that if the business. of thearmy, 
accounts was the private concern of an individual, there, 
would be no more. difficulty in avoiding asreags, and. pi 
ducing regular balances, than in any mercantilé. he 
With respect to the foreign corps, Mr. Whitbyead took, 
occasion decidedly to censure the system ad pied, by 
government, under M. ie Charmilly, .of enlisting, ini 
the British-service French prisoners of war—men wh 
whatever might have been their principles, would not fail 


to profess any opinion or feeling that would procure Joe. 


them not only liheration from imprisonment, but bounty, 
pry, and: clothing in the British service, from whic 
service, however, it was judged pradent to exchange them, 
for British prisoners of war in France, while Colanel.Chars,, 
milly was continued in full pay in the British’seryice, , .., 
Mr. H. Thornton said, that it had fallen ta his Iot ag 


member of the finance committee, toexamine many ifema, . 


of those accounts, both printed and written, without being , 
able to arrive at any clear or comprehensive idea, upon the, 
subject. It was one of much complication and difficulty, , 
arid the cohimittce of which he had the honour to.be a, 
member, finding that the comntissioners of. military. in.. 
qairy were occupfed upon the same subject, deemed. if. 
adviscable to: await their report before they proceeded 
ferther‘onthe topic. © ggg, 7 
‘Mr. B. Bathurst also‘bore testimony to the great diffi; . 
culty of bringing up arfeats, and producing. regular ace . 
céunts with minute detail. He denied that the system of: 
those accounts was at all to be compared with the business, . 


ofp merchant's counting-hous¢. It was a mere business 
+. aes tee wy see - renee é 
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of, audit at.the war-office, the minuter details. being cole 
lected‘ froma vast variety of other departments. ‘The 
production ‘of regular and minute accounts in the way 
rtoposed would cost the country infinitely more, in. the 
addition of ‘officers, than any real advantage to he uttained 
fas worth. It was therefore necessary either to increase 
the establishment, or diminish investig ution. He should 
be ha py to see the galden remedy promised by the ho, 
nourable gentleman who made the motion; but until it 
was explained and proved to him, he must be allowed ta 
qtestidnh its practicability. oo, 
"MY. Huskisson, respecting the money advanced to Mr. : 
Cttarmitly, for the enlistment of foreign soldiers, said, that 
he rendered a fair and satisfactory account; but he him- 
“fully coincided in condemning the enlisting such 
sbididy into out ‘service. — 
“General Tarleton said, it was an established maxim in 
alfFiepach ‘books upan military affairs, never to enlist inta. 
the‘army prisoners of war, the subjects of a h.stile state, - 
Mr. Peter Moore thought it rather hard that his ho- 
notirable ‘friend who moved for those accounts, should b 
Med on to produce aad explain his plan, without first 
avin fim the accounts which he required,‘as the data 
hereon to found that plan. When he received them, he 
bind no’ doubt of his producing such a plan as the House 
‘would deem worthy of its consideration. ‘The mode taken 
to remove the evil in the war-office was ntterly erroneous, 
afid must continue rather to increase than diminish it. It 
‘was not by adding ten or twenty clerks to the office in 
this ‘year or that, which could produce the desired effect, _ 
without due regard to the abilities and competence of 
those clerks. The men wanted were persons of rcal talent, . 
alid regular bred accountants, whoa were competent to ins 
. vestigate and detect mistakes, and not men who might 
tlemselves peculators, and interested in passing fraudulent . 
-accounts. Of this class of persons he would state a case . 
that came before the committee. One man produced an,- 
atcount on which he claimed a balance of 102,000/, due: 
to him by government, and expressed his surprise that (he 
- mohey was not paid him. Another was called, aad ine , 
- térrogated as to the aoeuracy of this account, and, stated. , 
that the claimant, so far from haying a just demand:; 
against’ government for -102,000/. was hiwnsolf a debtar tos 
government’ of 143,0007. making only a difference of 
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245,0001. ; and in the counter statement to + Chis ariaty, 
there wag an item in ane line, for mistakes, £0 toh) 


The motion was (hen put and carticd. Hee. oi. DB 
Adjourned. © re qin 6 U8 
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BRIBERY A BLECTIONS,  - ; 


Mr. Curwen’s bill was read a‘ first’ tiie. “ The bit 
proposes to enact, that any person gelling or Purchabti 
seats in Parliament in any way, shouk! forteit’ 4 Sim’ to 
named, and disabled from sitting in Parliament; and ih 
agents convicted of such pructices should be liable to" 
penalty to be named ; and that an oath be inpnséd of 
tho membet elected, which, incase of offences against'thé 
proposed act, should subject the party to the penalti¢s ii 
flicted on those convicted of perjury. . pap lt 
/ Mr. Curwen hoped that the. House would agtee td the 

rinting of the bill, and however ingofrect the bill might 
be in some respects, he trusted that the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer would not oppose it, but rather Tend’ hig 
aid to supply any thing which its deficienctes’ migh§ 
require. 4g 
— Lhe ChanceRot of the Exchequer wihed rather to ha 
the bill priuted upon the second reading. He was pre 
pared to give the bill a full and fair discussion, as he ‘had 
riginally stated, though it might appeaf so objectionable 
in some respects on the secowd reading, as not to render if 
advisable to proceed farther in the consideration of it. 
He had no objection to its going into a Committee hut be 
was desirous of secing it ig print, that it might be fully 
examined in ils fundamental principles, and’ in all us 
bearings. | - 

The bill was ordered to be read a second time on Tues- 
day next, and to be printed. ms 

CHARGE AGAINST LORD CASTLEREAGH AND 
MR. BPENCBR PRHCKVAI» Ft 
_. Mr. Madocks cose and rhoved that the regofatidn of 
that Honse, passed in the year 1779, be now redd, witteh 
was aecordingly done. ‘fhe resiintion states, that it js 
highly criminat-in his majesty’s ministeys 1g se the bower 
toe ! . “4 , my ee enna 
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ley ‘Rave’ Bly the official ditdations in directing orinftu- 
encing thé dlections of membérs to be returned to the — 
Commons House of Parliaent, ween it describes as an 
act contrary te the independence, privileges, ‘and diguity 
af that House, and an injtry to the rights and libesties of 
the subject, andsubtersive of the foandatien of the consti- 


_ Mr. Madocks then rose again, and moved that the re- 
solation, passed on the S5th of April last by the House 
be read, which was accordingly done. (This was ihe 

esalntion in the case of Lord Castlereagh, on the 

cassion Of the mation of Lord Archibald Hamilton.) 
his resolution atates, in substance, that it is the duty: of 
the House-of Commens to inaintaia and guard the purity’ 
‘and: independence of Parliament; but that the intention 
¢harged ‘not having been carried into effect, no crimina« 
tory proce ing.appeared to the House to be necessary (0 
be insti uted: 
Mr. Madocks then rose and stated, that before he ree 

Geemed the pledge he had made to the House, and pro- 
ceéded ‘to state the facts, which, he was confident, ware 
fanted him in the imputation he bad made of conduct 
¢errupt and criminal against the right honourable the 

ancellor of the Exchequer and the noble Secretary of 

State, be should hope’ that the House would allow him 
to make a few preliminary observatidns. He wished to 
abstain from any personal cbservations, and lie could 
assure those two right honourable members, that he wat 
actuated hy no personal motives. fle was desirous even 
to overlook the mén, prdvided he could expose and re- 
form the system to which he had called the consideration 
of the House ; a system which said, in effect, that core 
suption was necessary to the support and existence of the 
British constitution, and that our constitation, accordin 
to the best explanations and defence of its principles an 
‘practice, was, without corraption, inadequaté to the 
maintenance of our relations to foreign powers, and the 
means.of our. self defenoe. . He: would repeat, thet at any 
rate he had no stronger: feelings againat the two right hoe 
mnourable members thaa they themselves had manifested 
agninst the conduct of another admini-tratton, whea thet 
conduct was not such as to reach their approbation..- 
declared that he was no patty man, except tn so far-as he 
was. disjiosed to. support: those gentlemen who held prin- 
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ciples which he dormad it right dosepport 3.ené ho avowed 
that he wasa deciled foe to corruption.. He thought he 
could not dq better than to-recur) (40 the right: honowrable 
tleman’s (Mr. Percaval’s) ewa words, whcr be maine 
tninedy that ai-no time had. there been -less eorvuption in 
this ceuntry than at: che. present, but yet stated that we 
eught to hunt out the instances of corruption and ababe, 
and expoct .them, and bring pablic ef@fenders to publie 
punishmeat. That right hononrable gentleman had 
stated ona former day that he (Mr. Madecks) had: net 
* @bserved the usual courtesy of the House, :iw: hati 
failed to give him a previous notice of bis motion.» If if 
recollected right, hewever, that sight hongurable. gorie 
tHleman bad two or three years ago, he meant on the sab- 
jeot af the Hampshire election, met with complalits ‘from 
gentlemen then in power, that -no notice had deen given 
them of the motion which was. so warmly. supported b 
that right honourable gentleman. With the porsiissidn 
_ of the Honse, be would read a part of: his-spesolj to show 
what surt of complaints were then mide againet (he cott- 
duct of the right honourable gentleman and.his friends. 
Jt was then-said that it was. always. undersiood.tlat sone 
previous initiation should be.given in the cake of ‘ah ime 
- poriant motion, and particularly in the case of: one which 
attached some consmre spon individuals; but that tn thut 
case not one, wosd. of any intimation had: been gives. 
The yight honourable gentleman at that time maintained, 
that ihe cage was one whioh involved the highest peivi- 
Jeges -qnd dearpst interests of that .Heuse, and that. tie 
allegations were so serious, that it mattered: not. whether 
there were any intimation onthe subject. Such, be.bd. 
lieved, were arguments then: in defence of the 
attack then made, His (Mr. M.'s) ignorance of the his- 
tory of his country had. been complained of by another 
ight honaurable gentleman (we believe Mr. Yorke); buat 
how that gentleman, with whom he had: not the honouref 
being acquainted, came to tax him with sack ignorance, 
could not dell. Certainly, however, be must say that 
be had sever read in the history. of England that tineodre 
were conducive to the public interests, or #het 
rudien bgronghs formed ian -esseatial part of: the British 
_-pausijtation, From the time: when the honourable mem- 
her below - him had taken se-:active a. part eae tie 
. Menpagtions of the irpasurer of. the:nayy in bis-offical-de- 
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pestreent, down to that whed another hohourdblé gentle- 
yaan- had po-distiogaished bimeelf in discovering'impropet 
2 i in the department of the Commandbr-in- 
obief, stich -various and enormous abuses had been dis- 
eovered in almost all the public departments, that he 
deustetl the. House of Commons woakd put them all inte 
# train'of: investigation. But among all these instances 
of abuse, he thought the influence of the Treasury in 
returning merabers: to that House, stood pre-eminent. If 


fhe ware to refer té times; he might take the liberty ; 


of reading to the Hoase a part of an excellent speech of 
Sit Jahn. &. Aubyn, delivered in that House in the year 
1734, on the discession of a motion for the repeal of the 
sepicnnial act. . {The extract contained a strong view of 
the influenee of the crown upon the House of Commons, 
‘andthe dangerous effects to be apprehended, from the 
farther lessening of the representative rights of the peopte. 
‘The last fatal cempliment might be paid to the crown by 
4 sabsersvient-House of Commons, and the people might 
‘ Sndeed remain ; but the doors of that House might be for 
ever shut against thetn. It makes a strong appeal to the 
wisdom and pattiotism of the country gentlemen, whose 
elections.are frequently interfered in and cotttrouled by 


“ite influence of the minister, and whose zeal andarhbition . 


“eisitin that House would be increased by the sapetior 
tiesims afforded them by getting rid of the influence of 
those officers of the government who so often supplanted 
‘them.'} “The nature of this influence of the Treasury 


smanched out in-so”’many ways, that he had no intention ° 


mdr time-to enter at length into the subject; but he 
though there was one view of it in which it demanded 
the most setious considération’ and investigation of the 
-Heuse:; he meant particularly to allude to that practice 
iby whick sinecures were given in pay to individuals who 
‘nomisated members for corrupt boroughs. This money, 
he. believed, was applied to a fund established for the 
rpose, aad was doled out to carry on particular elections. 

¢ could enumerate several boroughs undtr the influ- 
enoo-of the Treasury, through. the instrumentality of the 
io money. Fhera was the borough of Hastings, 
where there was a Mr. Milward and his son, who were 
the aénis of ike Treasury.ia that place, the younger of 
swbom'was comptroller of exeise, a place worth Y450/. per 
Mebnum,.nad whith in. the ease:ot-a Parliament lastlag 


{ ’ 
. . 


¢ 


‘ 
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seven years, produced a sum of 10,1 . thet sndgi 

' of agency Sa the re eee Perf iinet | ag 
m 


was the Borongh o Rye, where there wag a Mr,. ’ 
who had a place under the exche uch tie. amoupt .of 
which we did not exactly hens). Le mentioged andther 
place (we believe Queenboron bs and then, slated, 
rowever worthy these were of the copsideratian, of :the 
ousc, he was abaut to stafe one case of a nature aggfas 


- vated in the extreme. He meant the case nd the borough 


of Cashel, ia which he’ should shew the easy acting 


in the teeth of the resolytion of the House, in viplation of 


d 


the principles of the ‘copstitutign, and inflicting.a, sigeal 
injustice on an individual far refusing {o.act,coittrary, to 
his conscience. In this instance, that individ al had 
acted ‘in a manner sfrikingly correct, and uch, ashe 


thought, must meet with the esteem of every. jag. in, jhe 


country. He should conclude with a motion: call ie 
dence to the bar to substantiate his accusasiol C he 
should, to a certain extent, depart from, Me, Jing, he 
took ona former night; but be mus¢ observe, thal ba 
Jooked again at the precedent he. before men{io 
he did not think that his conduct had been there irres gr. 
. He then procecded to state that in the last deeto a 
sum was paid through the negotiation of Lod Ca e~ 
reagh, to Mr. Henry Wellesley, as the agent, of Ung, Lge 
sury, by Mr. Quintin Dick, in consequence oF which 
payment, the said seat for the borough Cashel: was,¢ 
ained by Mr. Quintin Dick: He was likewise inf 
that Mr. Spencer Perceval was privy (o the {ransaggj 
‘and that Mr. Quintin Dick having taken his contin. that 
House, did, pending the discussions gppcerni ig the. ets 
thinistration of thé army, under his Royal Highness. the 
Duke of York, wait u pon Lord Castlereagh, anc acq yaiit 
him with the nature of the yote he intended te gine on 
‘that subject, on which Lord Castlereagh, ,after consulting 
with Mr. Spencer Perceval, guggested. to My. Angin 
gat 


Dick the propriety of his. relinquishing his gent, . 


‘than give that vote. ; 


| He hoped that in such a case the House of Cai ewe 
would vindicate its own purity and dignity, and quoted 


& passage in the Hampshire efition, on which he pasged 


an encomiam, as worthy the perusal of. copay. 
‘He congluded by observing, t at he had hen bt: ys 
duty wiliring forward this outrage on the vipandangs 


at © 


a 


le mera 
adé, Lard Folkestone spoke upon the 
1 fil the. precedent of Shepherd, and 


fig the. withdrawing of the two 





* ulton’ at’ present ‘on any member to withdraw... In the 
HS aabroic. Counsel was heard previously, -an. ine 
“Fath thre in’ such cases in later.'fimes. It was not for 
Sibi 00, say tbat the House was aot at liberty to pursue the 
rectdent, which case was conducted by Si; E. Seynoiir, 
h. bro Hadbeeh Speaker of ‘the Hoyse of Coumons, but 
betes ipieatet ‘to. call in thé journals on ihe party. to 
Sewitidte. . : 
be Pte wishdd iti fo know whethet the honourable mem. , 
‘Ber meant ‘to proceed on the precedent alluded to, Then 
‘€he honourable member’ must, be heard as- to what he 
“Soighe think fit to offer.. But thewable lord was not quite 
: eorrect ty tae posing that the ‘parties had a, ‘right to.vote, 
“as they Were cettainly tntefester:in the quegtion. «25 
+ Phe'Chacellor of the Eaxchéquer'-said, that: he was 
_very desirous to -onform to the. wish, ine re oh the 
q atid’ Wad prepated to cxpect that: the isign 
fon the ehalt wat b at ted by fe House... Howse 


“péeted' tat’ dcordin, their ordinary practice the 
Tigra cna would be hénrd previods to the.motiin 
a ‘ _Bowhg ta ‘the practice of the Honse, s@d 

“it becousing’in him to question and canvass 
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its propriety, he thought that calling an.a menaher in the 
rst instance was attended with fewer em! . 
dificulties,,than by his remaining thete during the dis-: 
eussion, under a supposed right of, taking a part. in the 
debate, and abiding there, without the privilege at last 
of a vote on the subject.. Je was dispesed,. therefore, to 
conform io the practice, aad, after saying a few words 
n the subject, ta withdraw from the Haase. He cem 
tainly felt that it would be mare covvenient to the object 
of such a charge, to speak at the close than at the com 
mencement of it, as it would enable him to observe upan 
all the different tendencies and bearings of the question; 
but as the course was otherwise, he must ahide by. that 
course, as the most expedient to be parsued. .Chile 
fessed that, with xespect to the present occasion, he had 
felt and still felt considerable doubts as io the conse 
which he should pursue in the addresg he.had to make io 
the House. If he had felt that this case was ane of an 
ordinary uature, in which a criminal proceeding. wae pros 
posed against any member, or a minister being a member 
of that House, he should be disposed to moet it by an 
open denial of such part of the statement made aa-was une 
founded, by an explanation of what.was incerrect aad by 
an examination of the law upon the subject, to. induce the 
‘House to come to a proper opinion on the question but 
he could not look on the subject in that light. The 
course of proceeding prevented him fram thet, .. The -be- 
nourable member had, indeed, stated, in the commence- 
ment, that there was, behind this motion, a shane of other 
matter fo be enquired into, whether against him.be krew 
nol, or whether itgextended to an-engniry into who, or: 
what former gevernment appointed certain at 
‘ Queenborongb, Rye, and other placea, for the purpose 
of influencing the electors. By this statement, it did, age 
pear, that this was not.an attempt to assert the dignity ox 
avenge the injured honour of the House in any particular 
case of offence, but- merely a step in the pursuit of. that 
plan gnd measwre which hid. been.already -nanoanced : by 
the honourable member; ,and for whick purpose he sit 
gc out one act, not, he. believed, , vindlotively. against 
im and his noble friend, hut to make examples, ih order 
to impress the public mind with the necessity of shat plan 
of reform which wag projeoted, . ‘Fhe ipraposed motion ef 
the honourable, membex. Appeared, to be withdsews, end 


. . 


~e 
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this proposition was -substituted in its stead, as ile first 
siep towards the effectuating of his objepts. When he sqw, 
thit in whalever shape he made this motion, he was ene 
déavouring-to lay down a precedent for himself and for 
Gthers, he mast, on his part, take care not to establish that 
Biost dangerous precedent, of centering into discussions of 
ehargcs made without any prpof: exhibited ; derived from, 
be knew not what sources of information, or through what 
channels, or through the breach of what confidence bes 
tween individuals-( Afear!), by which aa individual was 
to: be called wpon, on a mere statement, to explain his 
own ‘conduci, gr to risk by- his silence a presumption 
om tha part of others of his share in the guilt of charges 


. stated. " He woald say, that if this practice were encous 


tagkd, it would lead to the establishment of a system of 
inquisitorial proceedings, highly dangerous to every, spe~ 
cies. 6f honoarable.contidence in private and in social life. 
We lived in times, ia which we nast see that it is a'great 
god. favourite object with many, to procute information 
against pubjic men, and that persons so employing theme 
ves.actually endeavour and succeed in rising into publi¢e 
estimation bysach means. Wesaw information of this nay 
turd cellected assiduously from every quarter, by the vio- 
laiion of private confidence, by, the seizure of letters ( Hear! )s 
ta shoré, by any means. whatever by which it can be ab- 
taincd to make it the foundation of public charges! 
(Hear, Hear!) He felt impressed with the opinion that 
it was more consistent with the securily and welfare of the 
House and the public, that he shonld abstain from taking | 
any notice-of the charge made against him, if indeed if 
was'a chatge against kim; though @deed it appeared 


to be chicfly against the noble Lord; buat it was said .— 


that.the, offence was. afterwards cemmttnjcated to him,. 
He protested, however, against any inference. being drawn 


- against him: upon this occasion ; but he should content 
. bimnself with giving to the charge no other denial than 


his plea of not guilty, until he should know that the 
House was dispajed to proceed farther on the subject. If 
the House should be disposed to entertain this charge, then 
judeed he should be prepared,.ay he was at that moment 

to account for his conttiat satisfactorily to that House, an 

satisfactorily to his own honour, and should, in that case, 
be ready to.give ap account of the tranesetton as far ag 


hewag congevned in it, at anytime the House-might please 


to appoint. He hoped that he had not conducted himself 


» 


- 944s pHe dautrRnenrany avareremr: “frei ; 
disrespectfaily, -wut he-could not conced ¥e, inthe prevent a 
times, and under the present circumstaobea, that pablig-; | 
mew on-either tide of that House: weve 40 be ‘celled ofan 
by # mere statement of imputed errors, to think it a poim#;; 
of duty to enter inté the explanation of trapsactions, whith 
might be of a ptivaée and confidential saturte.: : Tiss. went: 
his opinion aad his feeting of: this’ cash, and hp shanid.- 
therefure, afier what he had said, make hia buw. aad, withes; . 
draw, leaving the House free aad anembarreg-ad 'ta.come: 
to vis own decision upos the subject. -(Afear! hear! Acar’: 
‘Lord Castlereagh then swe, and seid, that be could sn 
not express what -he felé on this ocousion beifer, ner E90. 
adequately, than by adopting the. pintementt mhiohi bad», 
been made by his:nght hohousable: frieud who had, (just; 
left the House. He -had pothieg ta add to, thot atntewemy,» 
and fully adopted every past of it. :: W besnver-might-bm 
the practice on sinviler oceasiuns, he pauld nat, meder. the 
circumstances in which he was placed, git, in:the! House, 
daring the discassion of the question.': He did not.toune,; 
ceive that he was in the present stage of ithe business, 
beund to give that exptanation which he was confident be,, 
contd, if it should be the pleasure of the Houss ta ante , 
into the investigation. To the House therefore, be bhauld:, 
leave it to determine, whether he should be ealled apon,, 
te give tlatexplanation, which at present he was, prepared ;. 
te do, if it appeared to bin to-be oalled for on this pccasian, ; 
(The reble lord then made his bew end withdrew.) . 
- The Speaker then informed the honourable rember - 
(Mr. Medocks) that this was (be proper time‘foy him to, 
meke his election as tothe course he should adapt, . re 
- Mr. Madocks rived, that the House do,.on Wednes- 
day next, resolve ilself.iato a commiitee of (he whole Hausey, 
to examine into the mattcr of the said charge, . 5... :. 
Mr. Fi suggeried the propriety of. having: the 
iy t, from which the honourable member had sead the, 
darmation hecommusicated te the Heuse, aid upon the, 
teibhs, ia order that gentlomen might haye ap oppattunity, 
of secertatting what the information was... At present 
they could only colleot it: from what. they could, renemy 
bdr of the specab of (he honiurable gentlemen; and many, 
memibris; whe had come into the Home. since the hoop 
able gendemean:-bad coacluded, ‘could not possibly | 
eny luidwiedge.iof the infermation, it conveyed. He 
‘thought it right that hefore ‘the Hanpe: shondd come to 
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a tte; hheakd know cerarfiy-what it wast “mieieh 
the Cae od eate conte a 
pedoedent-was ‘then rend. by’ the Clerk at. the - 
talteoy #1: qovd) BF xvas * 
 SPWé ‘Bpendarsthew asked the- Sqnourable anember,- whee 
theett-was hisimew iow sofSllow wp the whole or only a’ 
| part oflahe! precedent?) THe motion he had ‘made: cone '. 
tattiddiral Wenble qudstién ; firet, ‘thatthe: chuege be heard! 
en endl neat the: H¢ be henrdon w plertietlar cay ny uf : 
He Wodourable member were-to-follow the 
nebacbe a@tate that whén information of A sagen ‘charg. 
brteery was. #1 given tothe House, the member's were cand 
art With vety safer ehieh, when the House. had aivided 
plot-seid hail de heaed ry yw the places was: 
Ww ev a ga inted. on 
nesting the enter of the charge. | =y pee 
Mr We Ritbread was of opinion, thnt the’ motion of. his! 
hérvuldbtd 'fitend vas ‘striethy- conformable toa recent 
présediemt, ‘whei! that ‘House," upom eral information’ 
altiae)* efitereti ‘fnto wt investigation, ‘which Insted many 
wetke-¢the eave” of the ‘Duke'of Yerk).-: His fonours: 
ab riehdeokld hot have tiken ‘any ‘offer: contie (Han 
thane ta edoptid ; -yet he was sure that. fe conld have- 
to teave tie patfioghr ‘day out of his motion; - 
ated ene’? proceedings ‘would cortespond with. Sheps 
helds'iptered ‘ As to the observatidn of hes right-hoa - 
nourabis ‘fied (Mi. ‘Pierney) that: mary members. were 
hOtth ‘the’ House-rt the timeof'his hohocrable frientl’s 
eptedhy He -hiid only’ to observe that every rhettiber i 
ymedito'bé-#- all times present’it, his place.’ He. 
wens kha it ay changerous to depart the practice of 
Rahunokesin: adtnitting omt inforrtation as the Bround: 
‘of nquiries int#atledsed abides; - 
 Sétretary) Caantng agreetl with what» fell. ‘for 
thet the question -was -a double one, and -oby 
gery ea thet'the: Intédr part presumed. thet tie ‘Mouss-had 
ale tte "Phe fitet: patt whs, whetben 
aNEre shotttt be‘entertditied-at allly the latter; shés 
te Hier hdak?'on a‘particulde: day. - Aft the vhds 
Roa Re nm NMiterdd his motlon: so-as to put, the 
- Sow itie ated halt tea ping: ont’ ther particales 
aerate ivk-éo ile being put in thid 
A igedpein fo golthe honoatable. met 
ied rou | 131-1800; ¥ 
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take ihe sepse of the, Hause upon the quetiqn, whe 
m: e charge should be entertained at.all, ae 

The recedent having been agaia mad,» ene 
ord. Folkestone, as the Elousa seemed ‘to be unanierdas ; 

dhat the precedent shan}d he sdtheres| day enpersead. a a hope 
that the pregedent ahoukl.beadhered to strictly -aad 
me yy. 7 t appeared by the preoedent. that « list ‘of the 


Pei te only, not of the agen{a, or inayurmentayor wilareseny 
been pgiven to the parties. . 


On the question being put, Tee 
" Mr. Catt’ ki said he waa decidedly: pdvere to ithe 
xpotion, and whether he. referneck ta the medics apn which 
it was founded, or the ppisions of the honourable gratler ; 
man who brought it forward, as exptessel vin. the cesalas> 
tions which he secanled at the, Grewn and, Anshey, be 
.conld only consider it ag the firsé step tn perkiamentasy, 
Teferm. r... Cartwright was sol. ashamad.torack mese- 
himself ane of those, far too geuch gltached bo. the 
» gonstitution as il. is,and far teo sensible .of ‘the blessiogs 
sp abundanily diffused ihroughout every. class ef peopte 
jn this country, to give bis support or countenancn to-adly 
‘change or inppyation. -He wished bowcwer:.(o. quaml 
againat being sp an advocate for. corruptian.s:.4¢ 
_ ras not the case; but in.his.opinion we-hag (hp means of 
‘correcting abuses already in aur bangs. . ‘I'he cowrtsof law 
Were open, and recourse might be had to them... diffe 
would not ris the lass of ihe essing pane advauhages. swe 
* pow se , ip pursuit of any wild, or visiqnary absect 
' ef en We ad much to lose, and little, t ahi 
- pnd whatever might haye been the, language, late lately held 
‘at public meetids, be should quer maniain. Ahepe; was 
more real liberty, mare real equality pf. .cqpdition:, mere 
equal administration of justice, . more. security. of. Pie 
; oerty and. persoy, and more.genuine pringiples af freedom 
$a ibis country, than cyer existed heretq fre 1B any. -pilee 
' m8 ion, upon earth, | De awe 
ith respec tp jhe question of refprim, ha goneeisted 
‘there were three. points ta be. considerad— The: enil, the 
, remedy, and, the motice. He had ao difficalty,,in.saging, 
ei be CRinion ho evil existed there. Was: ne. . OVI -4% De 
¢gomplained of, and consequently ne semedy -to..be-ape 
aplied; and éven those who did, think jbere was pomeshing 
hich require gorrectiqn, fi id Any: ‘tronaf Anem, 


ae Ve 2 lf} aro. 4@. S..5 } oath lg "as, cae STS 





ll 


ween }l.] cunmeesacmeersrmefen.’ “7 Sof 
aytes.npdrmtipe: rensceby, ’- Ft Way yal ‘on'h Mrmhet ff 
that should refer of Parlidment B¢'Yetermined updnj 
the advocates for it would not Xow whete ty bepit of 
eee terend. «Mie, Oartevipht*did not neree with ‘the 
domburahle:-pentionan (Mr. Windham): who thade that 
yemgatle-they would knewtwhere to bein, becaust they 
mould begin by: palfing down, and: then nét know what t 
posbibld:. « NGith res pect te the 'niotlvl, a celebrated write? 
had said upon the subject of reforits, '“ ‘Bewnre that it'be 
the reformation that drawett on the change, dn? not the 
aire of chunge thee pretendeth the reformation: " Mr, 
Ratonght woald: trot: Nepete any tet r motive to 
amy ricwben of that House; but he had me donbt thelé 
save many outief the Hottse, whdsé bbject it was, unde! 
She. peéterice\and cover of teforn), t6 introduce confusion, 
atl: prophve the way for: tevolationary projects. Ht wag 
paid Jour sights: aad Kbertied were in danger. Mr. 0. 
woaid het: help calling to ‘the vcollettion of the Hotist, 
show-olften ‘the cry of. Hberty had: in: 4H ages been ‘pets. 
epeted aadborrpboped as the instrument of mivehiaf! aig 
vaowm often the cham piéns of liberty hdd become’ the first 
itedrample is neder feet, when they Wasuccteded in ats 
itaining their end, md in oveburningittte constifitionas 
te Sent qui, ot ithperidiy evertant, ibettatent preferunt, si perverté 
vshit;.ipeano tibertdtem aggre@ieuttir? 
“Th what‘Wad France bendfited by the change which had tae 
; wet paxee iti that coutitry ? without Having been partial to 
$theold pdvernmént; Mr. ©. would ask what had been gained 
> By the' ew! government ?) What but the extreme of mi- 
lMihry' despotisi; and evety sort of 'tyrgufy, injustice, and 
Opprestion. What was { e‘origin of the present Clamoat 
wd discontent’? ‘The Duke of York’s mi-conduct—and 
- What-had the ‘case uf the Commander in Chief to do with” 
the ‘fticbniplete state of the répresentation in the Hlotse of 
Gommons. Mr. C. was sorry to see the tone of iriumnph 
which had been displayed in so many parts of the king. 
Gori upon’ this subject. © Mr. C:' was Minisclf ont who 
‘Mhowght the “Dike of York dught riot to contiagé in 
, CBee "but he dept " Hovedted” tte’ ‘citcumstaides nhd 
2 badasion of its! and colitel’ ste “itr ther nd daiise fo tit 


ip abe éxultitio¢! Peete Be EE 
< MAME Content Hae VAs fa stati his’ sentiihebity, 
. wviwing Mrisetf do Fithl to'rclStin or 'idiovatton:’ “Bat 
were lre of a different opinion, and-had he betty an advd> 








Saks tae wanrdecwenny mennenmm | Sfoum 
+ for sefords, -ha stioull out! thiut the. present waeoping, 
ment-to begin apon #... We were enguged in athegt 
serious contest with the raost forntiduisle enciny thiseubns 
fey ever had; an enemy ‘increasing every: Gay: iw pow im pov 
aad aggrandizement and Jintett:.upom iver | 
‘He-eould not think ft. right at suoh a moment (osow di 
visions amongst the people; or -enomuvage disentisindtipn 
and discontent. But it was sakl the genenil qendd of ake 
aation had beem mranifested.in: favours of veform: of Pavlins 
he: denied it. to’ bo -the-cavé—s partied -mdetiogn +b 
qras aware; had takea' placa, ‘and leshould mention one 
which had. hay Ppened withia his cww knowledge, | ead. is 
_ the county whicli he had: the honvev to: regiosents Stdems 
"teen persons signed a requisition to: (be - mayer «ofiN oth 
ampton to calfa meeting. in the Towsshah, ‘gor. she paw. 
pore-of thanking the honoarabhs goutbensen ‘wher: teolerthé 
the investigation of the Dake of VYotk!s eouitluces 
seventy-one persons signed a counterdqnwisition -ngedsdet 
it, and Se and the mayer in contequence reébaded)'to comesnes 
meeting ; and none took place in. the Town-hall ;bet-the 
seventeen persons metat an inn-in the tows of Novthast 
ton, and’there passed iheir reselutiqns, whiew Mr. ©.:sups 
posed sould be represented as the sense of the iph 
of the town. - Mr. C. could not Usink this a faio way’ 
estimating the opinion of the public. He 
. With: respect ‘to the particular ouers alduoed by te 
honourable gentleman on this oceasion ; he’ should foal 
say, that whatever the House might: think it right in do 
hereafler, whatever: regulations: or. reyteictions might. be 
determined upon in future, respecting the aalesand dis. 
posal of sents in Parliament, it was wholly -iacpasiitont 
with every principle of cemmon equity ov: justiceto ait 
wpon them retrospectively. ‘There-was-a bith tiew before 
the House telating-to the subject, and whatever mighty 
‘ultimately ‘its fate, it woatd andeabtedty, receive a'doo} | 
and impartial cohsideration. ..He should. give his deciaed 
tive to themotion. ~~ va 
d: Mition' vid net know whetberdn: the. dhocewations 
st ihe honoaradle gentleman swhouhad: just: sat dowty:tut 
‘énovrable gentleman hat) aright: view withe-respect ide 
the Honourable. gentleman. who: ad: brought: ‘forward :ithis 
e@istion, but. certain) she. bed. pot: a. Leight wlewvaraih 
to thode wh. support ‘ bisumotion ivasdaus 
sided: ‘form. -Lf-he. had thogit tige this rhotiost lwas-90 
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othave Ince teeta dorcepee ie 
bed OP pase, 4 
haye hed the hoagar to objet: da, is. i 
gece He did not thiak that any:; practig 
iseeoes inal roanla fey m entertaining the anestion of pa: 
tthere werewixeametances atten 
raoarvpecbons mrbjoh. demanded: patliametary,i inquiry: 3} 
pians tha palpable iuterfercace of gaveroment with t] 
Vaden of isutiecicbeal. membera of that Hause.. This pre, 
Vide qratislanghrous to.dhe.cosstizution, if. permitted ta, | 
onatinned,... Auto'the. other pants,of-jhe: charge, he w 
apt) ke poiaeng hlame, eithen to the. goble losd, or { 
righth goaveman, who-hadl withdgwa. Wh 
then tha whale mena, pspved, or; pot against them, the 
way nithing <ximioal, in. these persis of the charg 
all, governments had. acted im the same manag 
bak,the. interferqnoe with the votes.of individuals was. 
mhneg.ivbich might be productive ef much. public inco 
icenaidesable objection to the prep 
sition of the honeatable member as it, sjood, because: thx 
ajloonkd fenplleat. the incaavenience attending examin 
4gons wh the bar. The inquiry might be referred tae. pa 
¥. commission or to a caynmifiee above, stay 
bangh ibe should oppose the motion ia its present shap 
yet, as he thought the charge:qught to- be entertained, | 
gould moye..en; amendment, “ That:the patter. of. t 
charge: ‘be referred to a. commitice abows : sobre: apd th 
fhe daigdirceted.to, raport thereon.” 

Charles: Morgan observed, that it was the duty 
erery: yp@asido make a. stanc.aow,:in suppose of the digni 
of, iad House,.oud of the happiness of the -pevphe.., | 
Sid nos.wish to.ces every. public man, wha -is at; prose! 
M106 y.at apy: time-ba.employed.in the. administratian. 
Sonwaent 7 ifiedsand celumniated, and themselves th 


sendered, ingapable. of serving their country ¢ therefore | 


ebject: o.ithe motion. .: Would the, hoagural 
member stop here—would he be satiaflecd widh bis: prea 
qiciions?.Cerfaiuly: not::. more, MAN, MON, woul 
ng. to he: Bltarend dheong h tire: nergel: of ao far ” 
id net wislita seoa my. ordar. af ihingss - 

sishe ‘to, see.the: valuable. tid of. that House. taken 
tausonial procraliagn eg atest seferal of iis owaman “p 
‘aed ob: Hesbed east rae, Soswardisg the:publin.ba 
eae. weame; pf iden. Deal 


9u9 248 PARLIANUVTARY BueenER. © ‘fathh 
‘No man-valued the apprabation of the people. mere then Mg 
did, or regretted their disapprobatien mare ; but this wat 
@ case in which he could not suffer himedif te. be ule 
enced by any thing bot bis awn impressions. He ahowkd 
fherefore give the motion his decided negative. © - 
Sir John Anstruther rose to oppose the notion, net from 
any partiality to the individuals who were the- objects of 
it, but from a partiality to the constitution of the country, 
because these individuals formed a part of. the exécative 
@pvernment under this constitation. . If this. 
should be adopted against the present, governmbes, bh: ot 
milar proceeding might be directed against any ather go 
vernment. The bonourable,geatleman who brought 
ward this motion, had stated that he was no -party-mant 
Did the honourable member mean by that declaration, ahat 


be did not agree in the opinions of the great pay of those . 


gho sat or the same side of the Honse with him ?': [the 
id, he had stated a great truth. Buf there. was a 
: oncussble 


* party, to which he did not know whether the h 


member belonged ; nor shonid he be sokecilous‘to inquik 

if the motion of the honourable gentleman was‘cafoutat 
to promote the views of that party. ‘lhe object af thef 
arty was ta level every thing that was above themeelveny 
ing unable to level up, they were determined -ta loved 
down. Thouzh he did not say the honourable membeg 
belonged to that party, he must say, that his motion was 
calculated to promote the views of that party, - The hey 


~ nourable member, had, however,: acted with: qandeurt 


because though he said he should begin with Cashel, - ke 
also stated that he should not stop there, bwt go on té 
other cases, to a series of investigations, ' whigh: lre' means 
to institute in that House. He first meant to gp-4 the oe 
Yernment, and thence he would go to individuals, 20 

fo person could possibly conjecture where he ratght stop 


Bat his objection to the honourable-gentleman’s motions: 


and a considerable objection it was, that be had not stated 
Wliat he meant to do in the Committee. He shouktk have 
taken his whole case at once, and not prepdsed -ta'go’on 


’ ‘with the business by Piecesmeat. - The course the howoug- 


able member had in view was to go: ic one Committee with 
one ‘point, aad then to another on another. point,' andiso 
kn succession, which would lead to. endless oommitites 
This motion. bad ‘been represented, as the fret 


| ‘aten! te 
parliamentary reform. All who- langw the. nautica oF hd 


‘ 


' -gnpe 11.) < on hats kont ed Aiterens.” * 91. 
Morands Hhbw'etidt he wab nd fiend'to parlinmeriinry res. 
fort; bee this motion ‘formed ho part of that-question. 
Phe horottatte: member proposed, by putting informa: 
tists dn tie table wantnst one metiber, and then against ane 
other, to prisetate his object-fn-a sticcession of charges. 
Bathe would: have no‘ éffect tint to gratify that appetite 
forslander, which had been excited amongst certain des 
piptions fof the 'neaple, and to create ind keep alive @ 
erste fw Heforin. ‘ Indeed the notion wetld lean hot to 
teenenqary: reform, but to’ parliamentary destraction; 
theve tie Berved 'to be understood not td mean, that td 
bring tharees for abuse or corraption against any indivi- 
dedldda that House, woutd icad to parliamentary destrucs 
tion’) -qaite the reverse. ‘Ft was'to bring charges upon such 
AafSraintion ay'the hon. membet hat! given to the Honse, 
Ghat) he “hobs lie wonlil ‘lead to destruction. ‘ He agre 
width the noble lord (Mitton) that it was desirable to resort 
Wpréspedtive measures, to prevent the influence of thé 
piown upoh ‘the votes ‘of membets of that House: but té . 
yefer Ohis: charge to‘a Committee upstairs, was not the way 
de attain that object. What he condemned was the mixé 
tow tive measures Of prevention with retrospective 
orincination. When the noble lord (Milton) who stood sh 
betel Gor ‘hononr, ‘loyalty, antl honesty, had stated, that 
$4 Ctherwhole of the charges were proved, he should not 
think the: worse of the individuals to whom they referred, 
wald the House thhik that there was any gvod ground for 
ertetiaining them? The ‘honourable baronet then proe 
wheded Ao animativert upon the charge, am? the ground 
Mid: for proceeding with it. He contended’ that it wa 
Anonght firwnrd, wot-on informhtion bat surmise ; and 
‘at iP the ‘honourable member had‘ received any informa- 
Yen upon-the ewbject,.it mutt have been through’ the 
-dsreach of every: préiciple of houoar that exists in civitlecy 
‘@eUAY:-and that the information derived from the ras- 
-wality of ai fow persone, or the genemil sittmise Of the hb- 
maderabls: gevtiomat, was onade ‘the’ groand ofA charge 
-ewhrich would ‘pratify the appetite fbr scandal, which ba 
een industriontty excited in ibe’ sible mind’. The ho- 
drertrable baronet agai: dbjected td the’ Comittee, Be- 
enuss thie ttiessure: brougttt in ‘by his bonoutable friend 
@Mir, Gurwen) chewed a ‘isposition ih the House ‘on all 
iv 


Gides;'to providy ely avatnst the evils com lined 
wh “path touedesehbe pebils (hit Housé devel vould, 
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because it never could, resist the fair and legitimaie veice of: 
the people. It should not, boweves, suffer. itself ta he 


influenced by clamour, but maintain a steady. intagrity, © 


neither yielding to the influence of the crewn, nor giving.: 


way te tbe clamours of the. people, anxiously to do its anty: . 
wi 


fidelity, and to deserve the gratitude of an affqc. 
tionate people. " an 
Mr. Curwen had pever risen in that Hovee in more: 
difficulty, because his wishes and his duty inelined him; 
each to adopt a different line of conduct. His wishes: 
prompted him to put an end to this question at once; bat 
a sense of duty made him feel that something wae due on 
such an occasion to the dignity of that House,: to the aan, 
ture of the charge, and to. the character of Parligment: He 
reed with the noble lord behind him (Lord Milton) thea - 
ee more eligible’ course would be to refer the charge ta 
a Committee above stairs. The chatge was-of suk a nar 
ture, that if the honourable member had. bseought it fore 
ward lightly, or upon weak grounds, or sbeuld. fail. in 
substantiating it, much injury must be the consequence. te 
the public. - He did not himself believe that the hononre 
able member would have brought forward this charge 
without having good grounds for it. ‘The. House - wat. 
placed in an embaryassed situation by this charge, whink 
consisted of two parte: the first was that af undae! ies 
fluence used to bias the voles of members of that Hause 3 
the second, that corrapt means had been employed to prov 
cure the return of members to Parliament. - The charge ' 
he considered a grave one, and if the Heuse should - 
pass over it without nofice, he must think. that it. bad 
ealt outa hard measure of severity to his Royal Highneg . 

. the Duke of York; and yet if this charge shenkd be gone. 
into, it was impossible to say where the investigatiomof : 

‘such charges would end. .If there had been, endeavours 
made to create an improper feeling in the:.country; -he 
should condemn it as rauch.as any man; but he:was- 
suadcd that the scatimenis which had been expressed: 

‘ sprung from the people ;. and certainly-not from-eay feel- 
iog of triumph over the illustrious person, windst ome had 
given.rise. to the expression of theae sentiments. He opeid 
not suppose, that the- people of this. country, who-had, . 
during the last twenty-five peare, ‘manifested suck ant ae 
fectionate attachment to their beloyed sovereign, could:aq: 
this instance baye heen gapable of suck fanlings with te 


A 
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spect to one of his family. ‘It was morally impossible that 
theif edhtiMents could have Been so changed at once. The 
heiotrabé ‘gtntleman’ opposite’ (Mr. Cartwrizht) ‘hatl 
sata: tikit’ he wa¢ for the cxisting-state of thin’s. For> 
haféel& We contd ‘say, that he was for the constiittion, 
bit tot! for 2S ‘corruptions ; nd the bést means of pre-- 
setvitiz that corstitation would! be to correct any abuses’ 
which may have crept into it. Though a friend to rational 
réfemh, he df ‘uot thik the present a proper time for 


-bataging: forward this: measure of parliamentary reforni. - 


That qacetion would better be deferretl to anothet period. 

Bat no tee bald ‘be 'unreasonable for the correttion, and’ 

allitoad! shttaias speak in-d decided’ mammer against cdt-* 
init. ' He sHoutd wish; therefore, that the part of” 


thd clidtee’ relative: to inflnence exercised to sway the’ 


vétd ofan Hadividual member of that House should be 


emrokasd.: i¢' he, héwever, had any influence with the | 


JAhonvertble tember, he woald have disstaded ‘hirh frown 
bringing ‘forwsrd this: motidh; becnuse it may lehd to 
j which might be attended with very tnjarious 


eshengquieses + and the honoamble member must have ob ° 


served 2 idisposition.in the Howse to prevent suth abusés 
ae isis‘ charge teferreil ‘to-in fufure, frotti ‘the recepti 
wieteh' tte taensute he had the hortour to propose ‘had mét 
with: « Phey chouid, if possible, cast a ‘veil over the past, 
and fake ‘metsures: to prevent the rettrnrence of the evits 
courphnkned of in fature.” He lamented the vote téshonltt 
beiobhiged to give for the motion of the honourablé mem- 
ber. ‘Bat.he was in such -a situation, that'le nust-do if, 
ot do rething. - : 


nid. Biddulph supported the motion, which in his cit 


copuds related‘ in.neo way to parliamentary reform. He 
newer mlbpted the opinidn ‘that'all pablic‘men were ¢or- 
sapty but: whether the avertion were trae or falsé, the: 
bett way.of deciding:it was by investigation. "> 
Gir db} Bosdett'said, that-on a question whith’ so nearly 


concerned the charaoter and honcet' of the'Flouse, he wis ° 
anstinhsto tray the opinions of persdis of Yndre ek peticnte | 


then himectf:: Bhe subject under ‘comsideration, Was dné 

of thie most iurpostent that ‘coal! enease the attentioN of 

Pattiamndit ; aed ove in whieh the chofatter ‘of the House ! 

wade: mote involved; he! coeld ‘got well imbsitid: -As td’ 

whatweldted @ the point efonlor ‘he' would whdertakt ta 

shévh éhat.in whaterdr point of view it with consitieied, tie. 
WV tic Deer BBO ie QB re ae’ 
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conduct of his honourable friend,.as well on this.as on 

former occasion, was strictly parliamentary, and that 
was supported by. usage and precedent. He had writtep 
down the proceedings on former occasions, and from & 
great variety of precedents from the earliest period of the 
constitution to the present time, he coald shew that the 
House had always received the assertion of a member in 
his place, as information sufficient to exercise its inqaist- 
torial functions. In exercising these inquisitorial funt- 
,tions, in.the better times of our ancestors, it was nof the 
actice when a member preferred charges to retort upon 
im—to question his motives, and the authenticity of the 
facts into which he proposed to inquire. Fotwerty they 
decided that even common fame was sufficient ground for 
investigation. By this he did not mean mete rumour a 
the streets, but that general kind of report and understatitf- 
ing which came within every man’s knowledec, and ob 
-tained his belief. He should like to see the nran' WWo 
would stand up in that House, place his hand upom'His 
heart, arid say, upon his honour, that he did not believe 
.that such abuses existed, as it was the object of his te- 
pourable friend’s motion to investigate. He did. not 
-belieye there would be one found who would stake Wis 
veracity and character upon such a point. -Whiy ‘Was 
there such a reluctance to entertain this qnestion'? . Was 
it from the dread of French principles? Why, ‘this‘was 
the very way to ayoid the danger of such principles, ‘aad 
the dreadful consequences that flowed from them: : ‘Bid 
any man deny that the fact he charged did not exist ? ‘-If 
there did, he should be glad to listen to his atptitnettts, 
.and to be confuted by his reasoning. This wag the only 
nation in Europe which was not subverted by Frené¢h prtin- 
ciples, and he feared now by French arms. The le 
ot England asked for. no innovation ; they called fér no- 
thing that was not their right. He was not surprised that 
those persons who, on a former occasion, called for'tc- 
cpsation in a ‘ tangible shape” should perceive the folly 
of their conduct, and now shrink from an investigdMon 
into what they called falsehood and calumnies. He would 
now, with the permission of the House, say a few wOtds 
en the subject of that dreadful monster patliamentaty re- 
form. <A nable lord (Milton) ‘with an indiscretion hondar- 
able to himself, perhaps, and incidental to youth; tad 
expressed himself decidedly against agitating the question 


4. 
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at this time } and indeed, his sentiments seemed to, go the 
length of condemning the piinciple of the measure alto- 
gether: this was not the proper time for discussing the 
gropriety of a measure which he conceived indispensably 
negessary to the salvation of the country ; but when the 
time did.arrive, be would be prepared to support it. The 
noble: lord had also said, that he should not think a bit 
- worse.of ministers if they were found guilty of these charges. ' 
Ap. this, sentiment he perfectly coincided with him, though 
Jot, precisely upon the same grounds. A gentleman under 
he gallery (Mr. Cartwright) had talked a great deal in 
(praise of the blessings of the constitution, and the liberty ’ 
rwe.pujoyed, but did he recollect that this was an instra- 
.meat.upon which another tuné could be played? Where 
saw eauties, other persons could only perceive defor- 
omities. For his own part, he wished for no innovation. 
ihe, principles that be was anxious to see adopted were to 
- pe-found jn the statute book. It was impossible the con- 
_atitution could exist if its vitals were to be palsied by cor-" 
»raption. -He considered it a great happiness that the” 
.onatry lopked to jhe House for redress, and if they re-- 
adnsed inquiry, the undoubted conclusion would be, that 
Aly wished tp shelter the persons against whom the charge ° 
.@as made by his honourable friend, and that these per-* 
paans.were guitty. An honourable niember (Mr. Curwen) 
, Was of opinion that his bill would preclude the necessity ' 
1,0f any investigation of this Kind. Now he was not quite 
_, $2 sanguine, respecting the efficacy of that measure. e 
, ect of it, he thought, would be to leave the corrupt 
‘Borough in the market, and take the purchaser out of it. 
. The effeet of it would be to throw all the corrupt repre-- 
sentation into the hands of the treasury, who had other 
-. means of corruption in their power besides the mere giving 
of money, and to render. it impossible fora man of great’ _ 
» ‘landed property and local influence to find a person to re-_ 
, paosent that property and influence. One word more with 
- gespest to.informality. He could perceive that the aceu- 
_. gation made by his honourable friend was not agréeable to 
»the.feelings of fhe House, but he would maintain that-he- 
- Was strictly parliamentary. He informed the House of 
: the facts, aad he offered proofs of the charges.” THat was 
. the whole.extent of the métion before the House,‘ and’ 
it would be seen by wheir decision that value they set upon: 
the future opinion of the country. . 
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. Mr. Giddy observed that no government ¢pyld remain, | 
in. stability except property and power were united, tt 
the executive and legislative branches were in opposition, 
oye ox the other of then could not long exist, for the, 
very contest would produce dissolution. One great, ad- 
woatage of Parliament, as it was at present constituted, ; 
waa, thai all ihe great interests were represented. With; 
eyery deturence for the landed interest, he wished to see, 
ojher species of property represented. He wished to sec 
other members there besides the mere proprictors of. 
egtutes. . le wished to see able statesmen, who had de-. 
voied (heir lives to the difficult and important scicuce of : 
itics. He wished to see intelligent and well-inéormed,; 
awyers in the House; and he trusted it would he can- 
ceded 'to-hia that it was proper that the army and navy. , 
should be represented. He bad cyen no objection that . 
the (ndia interest, aud alt the great mercantile corpora- , 
tions, should have persona in the House to. take caye af, 
their particular interests. He fully coincided in the segs. 
timents expressed by an honourable member who, spoke ,, 
early in the debate, that the practical good which xe, , 
sulted from the constitution was not to be hazarded, fora’ 
fanciful blessing. He must vote against the question, but 
with this deglagation, that where a case of flagrant core .-. 
ruption was wall made oul, na man would be more ready. - 
to pursue HU to condemnation. St ye 
Mr. Tierney said, that at any othet time, the motion,,.. 
made by the.hopourable member would have deseryed. the. , 
most serious attention of Parliament; but on the preseyt, | 
ocaasion,, he felt it his duty to oppose it. He fclt.con, — 
siderable difficulty upon the point of order. All the are. . 
guments applied to the first part of the proposition, and . 
none to the last. There was no written document before., 
the Honse relating. to the present charge, whereas in, the., 
precedent of: Mr. Shepherd, there was a positive written 
charge. The subject of accusation was reduced to write. 
ing, and afterwards taken into consideration by the Hause. . 
But on this oceasion there was no charge delivered in _ 
at the table, and be therefore felt a difficulty how fo pro-, . 
ceed, There was, however,‘one part of the charge which, 
had.nathing to do with parliamentary reform, and upon. 
which, the Hoysé might proceed without danger, or diffi-, , 
cully. It-was that partywhich related to the allempiof, 
one of his majesty’s ministers to mfluenge the vote of a, 
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member of that House upon a question that mere deeply ~ 
engaged the feelings of the people than any that occurred 
within his memory. The cage of Lord Castlereagh had 
ngmhing to do with that subject. As for the charges 
against Mr. Perceval and Mr. Henry Wellesley. he should 
ashamed to entertain them; but that a member of that 
ouse should induce another to yacate his seat rather 
than yote against the Duke of York, was a constitutional 
gffence which could not be too severely reprobated. The 
noble ford stood in a peculiar situation, He had been 
already found .guilty of corrupt practices by 167 mem- 
bers of that House; and, therefore, the charge preferred 
by the honourable member, if it stood even on slighter 
grounds, should not be rejected. That charge should be 
separated from the other, and made the subject of a spe- 
cific inquiry. There would be no possible inconvenience. 
Li such an investigation. As to reform in Parhament, he: 
would take that opportunity of declaring, that he was still 
attached to it, and if, as mea grew older, they grew wiser, _ 
he was even more persuaded of the necessity of a teme- 
perate improvement of the constitution at a proper season, 
at this time, than be was whee he first. applied the little 


_ share of talent he possessed to that great measure. But 


this was the most improper period at which it could be. 
brought forward. The time wag inconvenient and no very 
sanguine expectations of success could be entertained, 
for the country had expressed no wish on the subject. 
In fact, no good would arise from agitating it, because 
the sense of the country was not for it. What made it 
start up at, the present momen ?. Why, the ferment ex- 
cited by the investigation inte the charges. against the 
Duke of York ? Same persons endeavoured to persuade 
the people that parliamentary reform would be a raslical 
cure for all the abuses whieh were disclosed‘in the course 
of that isquiry., But those who bad taken the. pains to 
examine the causes of this ferment ia the-pubhic mind, 
found tbat the weight of taxation rested. at. the bettom. 
It was the taxes of every kind, and pasticularly that. 
which exacted a tenth part of: every man’s incomp, that: 
wert the whole occasiqn,of this ferment. Tq people who- 
felt'sor@ and irritated from the pressure and inconve- 
nience resulting from the rigorous collection of these, it 
was held ont that, parliamentary reform would be a com- 
piecte curt. Now there could not hea greater and more 


. v 
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‘mischievous abuse of public confidence’ andl creditlity 
than this. It was the foulest abise that evér was ptac- 
tised on the country, .to bold out a hope to it’ that by aby 
thing Parliament could do, its burthens would'be ta the 
Icast alleviated. There would, however, be no danger ‘th 
the theoretical discussion of the question. But" on ‘ail 
former occasions no such proceedings as he had witmessel 
for the last two months had taken place. Af éxtraote 
dinary cry was raised against what was calfed parry met 
_Now he coutd not conceive how any man coull'do gédd 
in that House but by being a party man; By any fe 
did not mean personal hostility, but that fair, eltitita! 
warfare that was sanctioned by custom and prectidént. 
The honourable member who broaght forward the mofld 
disclaimed being a party man. Now if there was a ‘nan 
iu. the House whom he should suppose to’ deserve‘ ithtt 
appellation, it was the honourable gentleman. ‘He'¢dn- 
ceived he had the honour of belonging ‘to his party, ‘for — 
he bad acted with him for a number of years. ‘ Butt 
seemed the honourable gentleman had formed new attach- 
ments, and enrolled himself with those who were at one 
time a party, and at another time nota party.’ He wished: 
to know the true character of this novel association. Ate 
they a party, or are they not? He should suppose ‘they 
were. First, they come into the House asa partly, atid 
as a party they discuss such questions as are sutted ‘to 
their tastes and particular tenets. ‘The loss of an‘army, 
a brilliant victory, or the expenditure of millions, ‘ate 
subjects undeserving the consideration of these gentle- 
men. Who their leader was, time would shew; ‘but-a 
leader they must have, and he would advise them to 
chuse one as soon as possible, that in the absence of atty 
of these candidates for popular favour, the House might 
‘know whom to. address. The great object of ‘these per- 
_gons was stage effect. All their motions aad speeches ‘were 
_ framed with this view. They canie always by surprize 
upon the House. They stated that they have ho wish to 
turn out the present ministers; and yet at the’ very tito- 
ment they make this declaration they have ‘chatges ‘in 
_ their pockets, which when preferred, bave the effect’of 
turning two of these ministers out of ‘the Hotise. The 
honourable member protested against these exhibitions, of 
what Mr. Burke called the shameful parts of the con- 
stitation, and opposed the fret part of the motion. He. 





mAY 11.) .-CHARGES AGAINST MINISTERS. - 359 


approved, however, of appointing a select Committee to 
Investigate the charge against Lord Casilexeagh. 
. ir. Spesker explained the point of order, and said, 
that, an oral charge was held to be sufficient ground for 
hearing evidence at the bar. 
.. dr, Whitbread said that he heard the very able speech 
of the,last speaker with much pain; but he had this con- 
:solation, that be had heard the same sentiments uttered © 
from. the other side of the House, and ably refuted from 
that pn which he was. He hed heard them urged with 
‘parivalled elequence by a statesman now no more (Mr. 
Pit, and be trusted with less effect than they would be 
" .an this pight.. An honourable gentleman had told the- 
Howse the lust time that this subject was brought before 
fhem, that he would as soon return thanks to Mis, Clarke 
for ber virtue as to the honourable mover for his patrivt- 
asm. He did. not think that this expression was orderly 
:er just, The meaning of it was obviously this; that the 
-bononrable. mover had no more of patriotism than Mrs. 
(Clarke had of virtue. When it was said that there were 
blic nien who professed exquisite purity, he would give 
his gpinion generelly of public men. He did not believe 
. that, any public man could pretend to act with such per- 
fect purity, as to say that his motives were aliogether un- 
.wpixed, . As for himself, he couceived himself an honest 
‘man, and yet-he would avow that he never acted from 
; motives ‘altogether unmixed. He thought no honest man 
would say, that his motives were altogether unmixed, nor 
-wauld be, believe it.of Cato himself. He would, however, © 
‘always act to the best’ of his judgment for the good of the 
people, even although such conduct make him unpo- 
-pular, either in that louse, or out of doors. He believed 
that, parliamentagy reform must sooner or later be carried, 
aad Re thought it wauld be better that it should be done 
. quickly, Ehe.was convinced that if it had been passed mari 
years ago, the American war might have been ‘prevented, 
aud possibly ihe nations of the continent of Europe woul 
_ have Dow been in a state of peace and independence. “He 
_, did not. wish to go into wifd theories, but those principles ‘to 
_which.Mr. Pitt, at all times, declared himself friendty, 
‘and. which Mr. Fox, if now alive, would have supported 
+. with his whole heart: to sich principles he professed 
.njmself attached, ‘and hie must give them his sincere supe 
icpork, He allowed that in the present case,’ Mr. Quintin - 
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Dick bad conducted himself ia the sathe-wmy that inrang 
othcrs had done who wished to get 9 seat in Parliaments! 
but when a serioas charge was broughs ‘against-two-mir, 
nisters for taking money for the purpose of retyraing- @ 
member, he did not see how sacha, charge conld be. gat 
rl of. It was acknowladged that the noney wa pridy 
and that the person was expectad to vate with ministers): 
but when upon a particular occasion be conld ppt canr! 
scientiously suppori those minisiers, he bad it signified, ta 
him that he ought tag resign his seat. The clazge wae fox, 
using most corrupt means to procare the cetars,! and fae: 
using corrupt influcnce to prevent a mentber of fhe Mowse; 
from voting according to his conscience. . Ab to the, are, 
gument which came principally (rem the .o;hec sike.o€, 
the House, that this was..an atleek upon, al public.meny: 
he must observe, that. those. gentlemen dud: nos, ye :theas! 
_ arguments when they were in oposition,: amd tlac ange: 
of the Hampshire election was, before the House. Aitbebl 
tine they thought the interterence of Mz. Fremantlay-41 
Secretary of the Treasury, in persuading am electar.of,a, 
great county to give a vole, was an offence which de 
served the severest reprehension; but when Lord Castles: 
reagh or Mr. Perceval procared, not an individual vetep; 
but an actual .return for a sum of money, then: they; 
thought tt was an atiack on all public men, if net upes, 
the constitution itself, to take natioe of it.--¢ Loud cries of} 
tear, hear!) Asto what bad been said of the paprenedenter, . 
ed course of appointing wide-wasting committees, be woeld , 
observe, that im what was called the corrupt timesof Sia. 
Robert Walpole, a committee had becn appointed -fan, 
investigating the transactions of a period ofino Icss than: 
ten years of that’ administration. He bimeelf -had. neat 
chosen to atiend those papular meetings which -hpd bees: 
su:mach adverted to; and the very reagoninitich pte: 
vented his attendance was, that he knew, that im 179R,- 
their meetings gave a handle to. the enemies of reforms. 
That.causc had, however, since made such great progpensy . 
that he doubted whether the enemies: of it oonld.agnia ; 
¢ake such. an advantage. At: thas time the artificial ery | 
which .was set up ‘against. all reformers, dmounted in.:; 
many instances fo & severe persecution, Thbre weda res: 
inarkabde instiace of dhis sort in Scothand, with: sespect!; 
to a man of the first-rate gonius,- the Pact Barad, whol. 
tuiwed the situation of an cxciseman. He was suspected 


- 
at J f 
ae wn 

f . . wn "balan we HOP 





war ii.) -oHARGES AGAINST MintsteRrb.° = 361 
By the grent men therc, of being a friend to reform ; ant 
updn that syspicion, without giving him any notice, or 
heartng what he hid to-say in his defence, he was on the 
point of being turned out of his situation, which he 
would have infallibly lost, if it were not for the’ exere, 
tiene wf his friend, Mr. Grahanr. When he was called 
before his superiors, upon the charge of being a friend 
to referm ; they fold him ** that his basiness was to act 
and not think, and that he had nothing to do but to be 
silent and obedient.” ‘This instance shewed to what exe 
tent the. persecution had prevailed, in consequence of the 
ery agnitist jac vbing.and reformers. One of the greatest 
geniuses which this émpire had ever produced, was told’ 
by ‘antijacobin writers ** that be had no business to 
thiwk ;” anc that if he ventured to give an opinion on re-" 
form, fe and his family should be turned out to starve.’ 
Ho, however, so far disagreed with many of the: refor- 
titers, that he did not wish the House to be altogether 
purged of placemen. He thought the House wonld in- 
lose « great deal of its dignity and importance, if 
there was n> minister in it, whom they could call to ex-' 
plnin’ his conduct in the government: he, however, 
theaght there were many of the placemen who ought: not 
té be permitted to have seats in the House. As to revo- 
lations’ on republican ideas, he hoped that there was not 
# mak who supposed that he was fool enough to wish to 
exchange the solid comforts he now possessed, for a few 
days’ fleeting popularity, followed by that sort of evit 
which the prominent men in revolutions were so much 
et pesed to( Hear, hear*). As toa republic, he would not 
wish to tive under such a government, but be still thought 
that despotism was worse. We happily had a medium 
which he wished to adhere to, the true line-of the British 
constitution. The exultation of the people at the resig- 
nation of the Duko of York, was not from joy at his humi- 
liation; but from the triumph of seeing, that a prince of 
the bleod could be brought, as it were, to the bar of that 
House: It was justice which ‘prevented revolutions.’ If - 
a prinee of the blood in Francé could bave been brought 
to:trial for follies similar to these of the Duke of York, 
tere would have been no ‘revolution in France, and ihe 
old monarchy might have continued : : 


| «Trojaque nunc stares, Priamique vox alta maneres.” 
Vou. HI.—1309. 3A 
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It was the-want of justicc, and the want of timely reforne ‘ 
which precipitated the Fate of the ancient monarchy of 
France, and which threatened the destruction of other: 
coun’ ries, _ he 
‘Mr. Bathurst condemned the popular clamonr which 
had been so long kept up, on account of the decision 6f! 
the House upon the case of the Duke of York. He ooalif: 


not consent to the present mation, which he thdaght’ | 


_ would give additional food and fuel to this clittttonr. 
Lord Cochrane declared, that his principal reason for 
wishing reform, was, that he thought it woakd leave. mis 
nisters more at liberty than they were at predeht, to ate 
tend to the great affiirs of the coamry. It was realty. 
distressing to any Englishman .at a distance ‘from this: 
country, to find the time of the ministers erttjreby. taker’ 
up in pirliamentary discussions. co oe 
“Mr. Ponsonby thought the discussiou ‘for near’ five 
hours had ben quite foreign to the subject before the, 
House. The notion way a specific churge mygatast two! 
Ministers for corup! practices, and the speeches wer& 
almost entirely ab ut (he danger of popular meetings: 
aud general questions about parliamentary sefonns After’ 
this, woul it be right for him to take advartige of 
political adversary? Ne, eventhough he confessed th 
Was n> man on earth to wham he had a greater antipathy’ 
than to Lord Castlerexngh—a ‘man who had raimed’ the, 
Iiberties of the land which gave him birth and destroyer: 
the Parliament of which he had been eleetad 2 methberY 
—yeteven though he was one of the accused, he werd: 
not vote against him, because opposite in party and iw 
politics. It had been objected, that many on each'side 
of the House were interested in the conccalnent-of abuses's 


but for his patt (thouzh he could not answer for others} — 


he had never ia th: whole course of his political life 
bribed any man in order to get elected to'a seat in Para 
liament. It was not his province to answer for those wha 
might differ from him ia opinion, but te coakl not re< 

cile it to himself to condemn 4 potitical antagonist 

a measure which had been universally practised. 
'. Lord Folkestone could not'elp differing essentisity front 
the right honourable gentleman who had just sat down.: 
With respeet to the ‘prevention bill which was ‘inttds 
‘duced, he would be glad to know how long that right 
honusrr atte-géntlentit;~ ur - ere: ‘thdse bj 5, had been 
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recanviled'to it} But, even atthongh they both, did agree’ 
te. the’ bill, what reason was thit for their not adopting’ 
the. present measure? Were abuses to continne in the 
House on that account? A curious answer was now matie, 
and it was-said that abuses were knawn to exist, bu 

begause, they had existed long, they aught to continue 
lenges, - :He remembered some time ago, when he asscrted: 

that such abtises did exist, he was very much cheered and, — 


‘ yidiculed for saying so. Now the case was altered, and 


members thonght it politic to allow what they had for- 
roptly denied. fe had been accused also lately for mak- 
ing a too general assertion; and now the mover of the 
prescyt questich was opposed for being too specific! As 
far as. he. could see, the plain object was not who could 


_ be.tgg general or too specific, but that the question and in« 


quiry sfiould be waved altogether. . 
Or ham vose amid loud cries of question. . He 
sah}, hendip) not wish to detain the Elouse very long, but. 
he. gould, not help expressing his opinion upon the present 
question. Much had been said about abuses, and many. 
members had contended that they ought to be totally era<, 
ed ; it ought, however, to be,caustiously considered, 

lest. in tearing out those abuses they should tear ou€ 
the evastitution also. It would be very difficult withoug 
danger to separate co-existent particles from the original 


| sitbetance, because those particles taken particularly migh¢ 


be dangerons. The very air we breathe contains partic 

whieh, taken in themselves, were naturally poisonous, but 
if we were to strike out those particles, we would render 
the earth itself uninhabitable. So it was exactly with the 
constitution. He was, he believed, as great a friend ta 
the constitution as any man, but he would take it as he 
found it ; he would not attempt to tear out the blemish, 
Jest he might annihilute the garnent in the attempt at im- 
provement, Lord Chatham had said he wauld leave the 
constitutiqn as he found it, and he was not ashamed ta 
follow such an example. He would adwit there was cory 
ruption in the state—corraption from top to bottom,, hut 
more at bottom than at top. (4 laugh.) The very proaf 
was, that whe a public man went astray, jt excited a 
great commotion in the people—the exception proved hig 
general role; at all events he would not amend a generad 
abuse by the punishment of individuals. “Inshort,” said 
the righthononrable gentleman, “there isa general agrece 
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ment between the parties, which, sobwithetanding theapw 
morality, I cannst.calh comapt.? W509 uae 
> Lord A. Hamilton rose, anidatia tumuliuoug call’ of, 
- Questton, question! and it was with-eonsiderable difficulty 
We could sometimes catch a few ward¢af whathe tank His 
lordship expressed great surprize at'the doctrines hehad 
_ heard delivered on the present questiah. One- tight: hon. 
ntleman (Mr. ‘Tiefney) had declared, hot coulil not 
- listen to the charge, because the practice on which fil ivan 
founded had long been:as openvand broad as the sym at 
neon-day. For his own part, if he understooththe conbtitu- 
tion—if he understood hisdulyasa member of fat House— 
if. he wished for the prosperity: and tramqaillity of, the 
country, be should suppose that .sach.a.convictinn ia: the 
mind of the right honourable gentleman whotnaule itshpuld 
have been a very strong reason for his vafiagoin favoer of 
the motion. With respect to the speect of the right ho- 
nourable gentlepqan who had just.sat down, he hdd with 
pain heard and lobserved that. it seemed, tuicast duob ins 
dulgence on evety species of corrnption, that #£:hehad 
not himself heard he coal! not bave beliewod:.....Fhere 
seeinail to be a deubt between.that right honourable gen- 
fleman and his majesty’s ministers whether. thure way .any 
thing whatever to correet in the prescnt system of: parlia- 
mentary represcntation. If the House. shonld. wufortu- 
natcly determine fo overlook the present charge, be .treme 
bled for {ts dignity and character having any longer s 
lace in the estimation of the people. : 
_ Mr. HT ilberforce declared he never: rnse to speak with 
more pain and surprise. He thuayrht the House ought to 
come to a resolution in favour of the motion for thetsake 
of its awn honour and dignity. There nuver was.2 ‘time 
when under any state of thinys, either :-withia or without 
. the House, they onght to be moze careful of observing the 
opinion of the people. . “4 we 7 
.- Mr. Seeretary Canniag declared himself decidedig:hos- 
. tile to the motion, because it-clearly emanated from {hose 
who were the advocates of parliamentary reéorm.;: this wae 
the firet step towards that: business, and those who-beought 
: it forward came reeking fram. public meetingsy from 
:.. Whom they took those instructions. which thay had-¢hem- 
» belves previously advised. . Hu thought. it wash possible 
» far.them to say,what was.the opinion of legaliwd legiti- 
mate meetings of the people. In these meetings, those 
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vi gentlegébrahe ted attenddd:-the motion now brody hit for- 
ward, had been hatched aed formeds and it would; in 
+. Sis opinion, bean abjacation ef common sesé, to suppose 
' ‘thiai duetiom de- preceeding from.any other source. “He 
.: tbegigad : tho. House . to: recolleet what they .were asked to 
i: dle; and. ¢o-consider that the immolation of two vietins 
coh that side of te House might only prove the mead of 
calling for that of an equal number from the other side. 
¢ ‘They ought to look to the practical consequences of pick- 
1+ iggpowt, ano by one, men, who, knowing: the business of 
-' pfean, would belamented too late, when their plrces-‘came’ 
-- -todid supplicd- by those: who worr altogether ignorant, andi 
+1 tne stat aaight falls victina: to snch tash.proceediags. |. He 
«i thonghtne circumstances could justify goiag mta-an.in- 
i,t .qtiny dn the ipresant ‘occasion. A nobte lerck, whose con- 
he duct pencrat lpavas the admiration ofthe country, had freely 
-cildapressed his object to be solely reform (Lord Cochrane), 
iad: fem the-cbmutuct of the other supporters of it, thcre 
-1i donk ibe ;:no doubt on the subject. ‘ He expressed: his as- 
ritenishment that any one-could-say this was a period in 
si smvhich he Hofise of Comnions had turned a deaf ear to the 
-i! swesptesentatives of the: peopde.. Ee.entered into a variety 
visofargaments (0 prove to the House the. necessity of putting 
-§-1@irect negative on: the motion and amendment also. 
~.1u' dMfr. Haitchinson spoke at considerable length in favour 
-')0f the motion. - . oo 
s 1 _ dr, Ws Smith followed oh the same side... 
Mr. Madocks said, that at that late hoar-he should 
11 4piauble the House but with a veryfew observations. It had 
o' 1: been said, that he brought’ forward this motion only as a 
‘vet fast afep towards paxliamentary reform. His answer was, 
w. tthat he brought it forward asa subject which he thought 
3) twas a disgrace to the House, and'which his duty to him- 
 .! self) bés. coristituents, and. the cowntry at-large, called 
loudly on him to endeavour to prevent.a future recurtencé 
7, * tell » Hie: dead: been oenetred because heisatd-he was not's 
- + party. inxs adl be. meant by the ex pression was that Kt was 
v ~ Bot attached to:eny particular set.ob meals, birt ready to 
 '_.0edteibate: bis.poor. abilities in aid 06 any desvtiption of 
ey eas, who le thought: actal-for the welfare atid ‘pros- 
1 ‘pebidg ef the'conatry.: The-chiefargament urged ayainst 
“Gir dig anodéon }wad; thd tHe crime:df whiob: itioomplained, 
111, dni ay high jitioalles op the; House. 60: panish, twasisnd had 


sods geeieo galt id 


* 
‘ 
tee 
. 


306 THE PARLIAMENTARY ReatereR. , .[ CoM, 
bees @ common practice ; that corryptions, sugh as.thag, 
odmplained of, were commun, aad that to toych them, 
would-be injutious to the-interests of the constitution and 
the country, which had flourished during their long exist- 
ence. He was sorry he could not deny that corruption. 
Was ocomron * it was indeed too conimon, and he was.ali d, 
they wight truly say with the Latin pokt;— 


Ingrediturque solo caput inter nubila condit. rm 


He would aot, at so lute an hoar, trespass further op the.. 
time of the House, but, without further comment, Jeave’ 
his motion to-their dispoval. oo, ; 

The question being loudly and universally oalled faay.a 
division tvek place : Lo oe 
' Ayes - = © = © © = BL uit 
Noes - - = © = © © 3IN Sy af 


Majority against themotion 225° ae 
-Adjourned. , Lo ectes au 
HOUSE OF LORDS, : 


FRIDAY, MAY 12. 


The Lord-Chancellor, Earl Camden, and Lord Bathurst, * 
sat as commissioners, and gave the royal assent to the ; 
tocal militia amendment bill, the Admiralty droits difl, fe | 
Scotch records bill,.the sugar bill and a-vatiety of othet - 
bills, mostly private, in all 72 in number. sos 

‘HOUSE OF COMMONS. - 
 * pripay, May 12,5 | a 
te STATE PAPER. ' oo 
Wr. Cenning laid before the House a copy of the gon« . 
wention between the king and his Swedish majesty, cone 


@leded on the 30th March, 1808. He said, thie convention _ 


bed been atluded to in hia majesty’s specch on the openi 
af the session, and would have been sooner iid Potoee tbe. ; 
Pddvee, bat that it was necessary do accompany it by some | 


comniunication which, uitder the existing state of ciroamy . 
nes between both mations, it -was necessary (to postpo! e 
¢ ne 


By 


had now to state that neg pari of tbe stipulated su 
ho een pid to ned beyond the, fiat ner 
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instalment, nor would it be requinite 4a propose any vete. 
re in the budget of this day. The existing state of. 
ciftcumstances between bath countries. was, such ae did-nes: 
enable him to make any definite communication to the 
Flouse af this time ; but it.was secessary io lay the paper 
befbte the House as a ground for the vote to be propesed. | 
Mr. Whitbread declared himself perfectly satisfied by 
the explanation‘upon:this subject. : 
_ The place sale prevention bill was read the. thied time, ; 
patsed and ordcred te the Lords.. ss , 


q 
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FOREIGN CORPS. 


EMy. Whitbread rosc to revive a motion which he had Pror . 
posed yesterday, but which he was then induced to defer at 
the request of the noble lord opposite to him (Castlereagh }. 
It was for a return of the names of all the officers attached 
to the foreign corps, rajsed under Colonel Charmilly : the 
various sums advanced to ‘hem in the way of allowance, 
st otherwise ; and also their present state in his majesty’s 
service. It did not strike him that there could be any ob- 
jection to comply with the motion. The whole of those 
officers were known to be Roman catholics: he believed 
these..were many of them, who from. their coaduct had not 
promed themselves to be men. of the most unexceptionable 
character, alihnough ihere were many-.othess' whose con- 


duct, was. certainly inmepraschable..: i Li: was, -however, ' 


pretty extraordinary, that io 1704, when tire iq! tyreof ser= 
vice were issucd to French officers tp enlist French sokliers 
from a military prison jnuto kis majoty.’s service, a poe 
sitive refusal was given by the government of ‘the late 
Duke of Bedford’s request for a commission for the com- 
mand of his own armed tenantry in .tke defence of his own 
country, under an apprehension that to trust that noble- 


mar with the command of his own armed tenantry, woypld..- 


hdVe' beeh ddtigerous to the state. The honeurable meme:. 
. bet conclnded by moving for the return above stated. .. + 
Lord: Castlereagh said, that he only: requested the , 


how far it right be advisablé fo grant the return, Upon 
the faltest cotisderation, however, it was therght that the. 


names ‘of thosé officers, and their present situa . sin thes, | 


eocticé, could “et ‘be ‘communicated’ Without ¢x posing 


wr . 


. hhonourdble member Yesterday to postpone his ‘notion, in: — 
ordet ‘to have wa ‘opportunity of consulting with others; .. 
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‘them .4o-great basasd and injury. as. some..fetvee times. 
“end; upom this account oely, he aust resist the motion, . 
: Ain. Whitbread said, thet the memes of thone, officers . 
-were; by no means pearat; they were. insested.in Aa op 
-theatic list of the army, published manihly, any mune} 
known to every body drsirowe of leamiug thos, names: 
-Therefore,. he muxt:consider the reason assigned by the, 


¢ 
. 


noble lord as a mere subterfuge fox withholding the: . 


ment he requitdd. Hecould not; however, ayyid remar- 

ing again, that while. his majesty’s. government bad , 
thought fit to refuse the late Duke of Belford a commis- . 
sion for the command of his own ténaniry in, the defence - 
1 his aative laad, as too dangerous. a confideace (a repose, 
ain a nobleman who differed from than in.. litica, ands, 
also to refuse to Lord. Petsea.a commission far the. osyn- 


roand of. 410 of his awn infantry, armed and clythed at, - 


‘Its own expence, for the like puypose, upouna, qthpr pre, 
téuoe than that of his being a Roman catholic ;..atut they. 
fclt go hestation in granting te Colonel <harmilly,..a. 
Frenchman, an utter.stranger, and a roman catholic, lete 
tersiof service to secruit French eoldisrs a\.tke daot of a 
militasy prisor, for his majesty’s service, and.ata houaty 
of. sixieen guinens per man;. and afterwards, when they 
deemed it expedient to disband this regiment, to ture. 
. Shere loose upon theipublic. -Onenf the moGogs he meade 
upon a former night, was foren account of the woacy ads. 
‘vanead to Golonel Charmilly, but to this ne proper refarn 
was made. «He must therefore press the present. motion, 
and take the sense of the House upon it. 


5 ata way 
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‘The question was immediatcly -put,. and: the Home 
Givnleds. 2 ST 
see. Ayes, 29 + Neesy Gh es 


kof: c. yn, BUDGET WAYS AND MEANS. 
- Theorder.of.ibp dey was read for going inte,n committer 
of ways.ang) maans. » Upon the queation theag the Speaker 
abould leave the chair, |: Ae i. res 
ur Mr. Pornell.ore, , and. objected to,going ‘into the 
gommiti¢e at pacseut, .ag, the (annual, ageounis. had mat 
_fanen: laid before Ahe oune in time iq have. them. printe/, 
and gs baads of wembers previqusly tothe opening af 


a ‘ 
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_ Mr, Huskisson apprehended, that thadonopsebiqgen: 


a! 
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tleman’ By i not wish ‘to postpone the budget on this. aes 

engi w, these accbunts ‘were to be delivered: im. 

by the. ot March i in every year, before which time if 
mripossiiite » on account of the multiplicity of pa 

on’ the’ ‘table, to prepare thethi; and it was not till lately 

tit Hie budget wos opened so-late us the 12th of May. 

The tidscet to take place before Christnias, and it would ale | 

ways be ty ibe ible to get the accouals printéd be« 

J ; ‘Ne rae re h ibili Triads 

ohn e port oubted t is in: sibility, siace ; 

alana ‘could always be ready. Tt weas of no y aveauenes 

té fay'theni before thd House if they were taken away for’ 

ae a tie to be printed; and he thoaght that either 

rs Ndald not’be taken away for this purpose, Or that. 

nee Nea should de provided. | 

‘Speak er informed the honourable member that 

upon'd Vote’ of the Houte duplicates were always laid 

pon a ‘table ;-‘aud as-to the length of time - lost 

id printing, ‘thé honourable meuibe? would recollect 
Pe oF alt ‘printing, ligare printing’ was the most tedious 

intricate. 

* The Chancellor of the Exchequer asked if the only 
advantage to be derived from laying these annual acs 
counts or the table, ‘was their consideration of this pare 
ticatar' day ? 

' Mr. Rose bore testimony’ to the difficulty of getting the 
accounts ready evén by the 25th of March. © 

‘Mr. Parnell said, that last session he wished to look at 
these” accounts, and was informed that they were gone 
to the printer’s, and that: he could not see them. Dupli« 
crte’ éf th Irish accounts, he knew had not been laid upon 
the table, and that led him to suppose, that the same 
was then the case ‘with respect to ‘the accounts for this 
country. 

The account of the produce of the war-faxes was then 
referted’ fo the committce; when the Housé Having re- 
'. solved itself into the committee, Mr. Whatton in the 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer tése, phirstant 'to- hos 
tice, to submit ¢o the’ “ona a shate'cant of ‘the’ Ways 
and means of the ‘In’ proceeding ta strbmit the ven 
sofution with whic he tien t to céndlude, ‘for ra a he 
the contract, eae hard compet ‘by the ‘$eastity ry; 


a eo | 
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the year, it would not be necessary for him to take up ) much. 
ofthe time or attentlon of the committee by any introduc-_ 
tory remarks. The satisfactory nature of the contract,’ 
aril the advantdgeous terms for the public, upon which" 
it had been' concluded, would be sufficient to entitle it to ” 
tlre carnest attention of the committee. Without further 
pieface, therefore, he should proceed to the important, 
duty he had to perform, in stating the supplies which had* 
been voted for the service of the present year, and then in 
succession the correspondent ways and meafs which had . 
been provided to defray those supplies.’ The committee" 
would observe, that there were but few of the supplies — 
which he had to enumerate, which had not been already . 
voted ; but ‘as he went along, he proposed to pdint out. 
what were yet to be voted by Parliament. 
The supplies voted were— " 
For the navy, exclusive of 
. ordnance 2 © « « « 591,500 . 218,086,967 
Army - « « 16,947,197 : 
Barrack Department . oe 8 579,563 
Commissary-general’s Department 1,102,651 
Extraordinaries . . 3,000,000 
Excess of last year’s expendi iture 215,379 
Making a total for the army of ——————- 21,144,720. 
For the service of ordnance for 
England . . . » . . « 5,975,998 


For Ireland . . .... . 626, 877 , 
Total ordnance . . ——. 5,902,175 
Miscellaneous gta ntsalready voted 817,468 | 
Permanent niiscelfaneous grants 
forIreland . . 497,894 " 
Other miscellanéous grants pro- 
posed to be voted =. 624,638 _ 


Making a total for miscel- . 
laneous services for the | 
two parts of the United _ 
Kin, dom oie ew ew ee §—1,900,000 

. Vote of cr eo - «+ 93,000,000 
Vote of credit for Ireland - « 800,000 
To make good the ad vance to 





'Swedeh :°. se 300,000. sO 
For his Sicilian Majesty . ' 400,000 
‘ Making the total joint chargé ee 
for the United Bin 51,994,912 


ry 
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Fram this total joint charge wasto he deducted 2-17 
which were to be defrayed by Ireland, and which amoun 
to 6 966). which made a grosy total to be provided 
by England (including the deficiency of the malt. tag 
for 1807 ; and the interest of exchequer bills,- which. 
pat on spittin five hundred thousand: pounds), of - 
ing thus stated the supplies which had been 


FHA 
“veted, he next came to a statement of the ways: and 


means with which it was proposed to provide fpr thoage 


supplies, ., 
Malt and, pepsions. . . . . - « « 23,000,000 
artaxes .. 2. + 2 « « « «© « «  , 19,000,000 
Lottery ° . » , - 6 © «@ 
Surplus of ways and means of last 
year in consequence of exche- 
_ quer bills founded . . . 3€2,757,352 
Exchequer bills issued under the 
49th of the king funded . . 3,154,700 


e ” 9“ 


_ Exchequer bills issued under 48th 


ofthe king funded’ . . . 


) ? 


' Total excliequer bills e r e e ee 7,268,052 . 


He bad already stated that the amount of excheqner 
bills which had been funded, was 7,933,900f, It 


- been proposed to fand eight millions of exchequer bills, 
_ pursuant to the resolution which he had the honaur to 
. prapose in a preceding period of the session ; end though 


e operation did not proceed to the ful] extent expected, 
he was happy to be able to state to the committee, that 


_ the sum actually funded usder the bill of the present 


session, amounted, within a fraction, to the sam originally 
proposed. aa ‘ 

um appropriated to defray the deficiency of 

last year. ww ety ew ew ew ow + 0576, 246 
}n the hands of the paymastey of exchequer 

bills-for interest on the same, rendered aae- 

léss by the funding of exchequer bills, and a 

appropriated to defray the interest on the a 

three millions due to the Bank . . . . 230,000 

It was proposed also to issue exchequer bills-to cgyer 
the vote of credit, 3,000,000/. The Jean for the ygar. 


"was fourteen millions six hundred thousand powndg, of 


which three millions were for Iceland, and six hundred 


_ thousand pounds for the prince regent of Portugal, so 
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flat the loan for England was 11,000,000/.' The whole: 
of the ways and‘means thus provided amiqunted to 
47,718,052. Supplies already stated, 47,558,024. giy- 
jng a surplus of ways and means of 130,028/, ote 
‘He had now to state to the Committce, and it was with 
satisfaction be should state, the terms upon which the 
‘Joan had been contracted for that morning, The Ioan was 
taken in in the 4 per gents. partl, in the 3 per cents. 
and pany. in the long annuities. The particulars for 
évery 100/. subscribed, aan 
4 percent . . . » -€§6) $ Oo, 
8 percent ., .. 60 0, 
‘Longannuities . . . . 0 810. |’: 
Phe amount of interest that would thus be paid on’eath 
100i, by the public, calculating it upon the presént prices 
of the respective funds in which the loan was contyactéd 
for, would be 4/. 12s. 10d. a rate of interest, at which, the 
pablic had never hefore. been able to borrow money 
(hear! hear!)—and at which it was hardly possiblé’ fpr 
‘any individual, however well secured, or prompt his p&y- 
ment may be, to procurd a loan, It was not amiss fo 
state in this place the terms npon which, according'to 
the convention entered into with the Prince Regent of 
Portugal, the, loan of six hundred thousand poundS* to 
that prince was to be secured both as to the payment of 
interest, and one per cent. sinking fund as the repay- 
ment of the principal, ‘Ihe funds which had ‘been 
signed for that purpose consisted of the revenues of the 
island of Madeira, together with a consignment -of stich 
producé of the Brazils as belongs to the Prince’ Regent’to 
' his agents in this country, which property was to be placed 
vader the management of there agents, and the Process 
riated to the payment of the interest and sinking 
nd; and-the liquidation of the principal of the loan. - 
He had already. stated that the total amount of Fix- 
chequer bis funded was '7,933,9002, The capital created 
Sey that eperation amounted in the 5 per cents to 7,877, 3081. 
in the 3 per otats, 936,93G/. ; amounting in’ the whole to 
* qapital atig AoTrg ti The total charge upon this 
' capital was 495,291/, ‘The amount of. interest on the loan 
~ * foe “bath countries, was 1,148,5060.; yeing for Enoglan ; 
1: 6519650: -and for Irdland, 493,221, . : 
7!) \it- might :be satisfactory to the, Ponite hat ‘he showld 


here make 2 comparison between the terms upon which 


ot 


/ 


AY 
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the money, had been raised for the service of Inst year, 
and those ‘pon which he had’been able to effect the loan - 
ay the seryice of the present’ year. ‘The amount of Ex. 
chequer bilfs funded last year did not exceed four mificns, 
gnd had been funded ‘at an interest of 51. 4s. 93d. with a. 
sinking fund charge of If Is. Odd. per cent. making to-. 
gether a charge of 67. 5s. 113d. The interest on the Exe 
chequer bills funded this year, was 51. $s. rid. which 
with ‘a ‘charge for sinking fund of 1. Os. 9d. made a 
total charge ‘of 62. 3s. 10$d. per cent. being less than the 
charge incurred upon a similar operation last year; and 
this though the opetation in the presént year was: consi- 
derably less than that of last year. The loan of last year 
mounted to eight miltions, and was raised at an interest 
of Al, 14s. fd. per cent. while thé lodn of the present 
fyear, amouiiting to more than fourteen millions, had been 
¥aised at an interest of 47. 12¢. 10d. 1¢ would conse- 
: quently be a‘satisfaction to the committee to perceivé, 
that, notwithstanding the circumstances of the countzy, 
notwithstanding the increasing difficulties of, and the un- 
avoidable increase in, the public expenditare, yet the 
. pressure had not borne upon the wealth of the country so 
-as to disable it from making these exertions which the 
exigencies of the times call for. ft was a proud conside- 
~Fation for the country, that though the financial opefh- 
. tions required for the present ‘year were greater than those 
of the, last year, ‘still, under ‘the pressare of. the war, the 
, terms upon which they had been‘ effected were more ad- 
, Vantageous than in any former instance, which. -mani- 
., fested opening prospects of prosperity, and shetwed the 
: preference given by those whose opinions usually. govern 
such (ransactions, to the circumstances and character‘of 
. the present periad. Ff the sinking’ fund were iacluded.in 
“the estimate of the terms of the loan ‘in both years, it 
.. Would give'a charge upon the lonn of last'year of 5¢. J8s. Ad. 
_ per cent. whilst the charge upon the loan raised tn the 
-- present year did not exceed 5/. 1%s. 94a. ; -and molading 


. | the terms upon which the whole sents were raiped.in each 


_ year respectively, the comparison: of change was ‘upon 
; 5,693,2030. raised last year, ‘G/:\Gs. 9d. ‘percent. upon 
“the sum of '21,200,Q007.raited in ‘the present ‘year, -pi. 
* “19s. id. percent. béing ah advairtage df 104d. per cent. 
, jn favour of the present year, ' Phis com parisost he felt 
1; af Becessaty to'inake‘for the sutisinetion of thé:camuiittee, 


aos 0 a? 
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and in order to shew that though the circumstanges of, the 
times required an increased expenditure, yet. the confi. 
dence of the public had not been depressed, but was.eae . 
-banced. In‘ addition to this statement respecting. the, 
circumstances of the loan, and the increased cenfidey 

.of the monied market, he had the satisfaction (9, add, 
that the gentlemen who had /aken the loan were, not likely. 
to lose by it, as it was already at a premium of 14, per. 


cent. Having stated the amount of tbe tutal .»ynual 
charge to be 1,148,566/. it became his duty, in the next . 
place, to state the manner in which he proposed to.defray. 
that charge. When he had last year pryposed, same | 
_- taxes, in addition to the means that had. fallen ip, within — 
the year, he mentioned that he was induce@d to ope 
£ 


ceeding, by the consideration, that it was betterto syp 
by new taxation the difference between the means 4 


.existed, and the sum necessary for the charge of the yeas, .. 


than to act upon the principle, which had been adopted 


by the noble lord oppo-ite (Lerd H. Petiy),. about timo 
years as which principle he had acted upon.in. the pre- - 
Pa 


ceding Parliament. The principle apon which that noble 


Jord had proceeded was, that i: would be more desisable 
to apply to the war taxes for three successive years than . 
t 


to resort to any new sources of taxation. In the.year in. 
which the noble lord had adopted that principle, it bad 


. been acted upon; last year it bad not, though but yery | 
inconsiderable addition was made to the permanent taxes. | 


In the present year if was his intention to apply to the 


war taxes, to provide for the greater paxt of the annual © 


charge created, and not to impose any new tax whateyer. 


He would not, however, be understood, when he declaxed , 


his intention to apply to the war taxes this year, as meape- 
jng, that in any future year he should adopt the same 
principle. ‘The noble lord had suggested the propriety 
_of suspending tbe taxation for three years. He was ready 
to do justice to the noble lord for his intention to act ypon. 
his own principle, and was sure that he would have his 
. concurrence, in adbpting it for the present year. Thus it 
would be acted upon during two years instead of three, 
. asthe noble lord originally proposed. Yet if the noble 


_Jord should continue of opinion that the principle shonid | 
9a 


. be still further acted upon, he must allow, as he hac 
tinctly stated on a former occasion, that a systen Merial 


ia contemplation of a given rate pf expenditure should _ 
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continue to be acted upon, if that expenditure should 
be' increased. All those who supported the proposition: 
of the noble lord would, he was sure, approve of his 
affoption of thé principle for the present year, and think 


_ it a wise policy to abstain from new taxes, by drawing 


upon the war taxes. The whole of the charge would not, 
however, ‘be to be defrayed out of the war taxes. There 
wis a bill'at present before the House, for the consolida-’ 
titn-of the customs, by the operation of which, by the 

ny of regulation, he expected to obtain an addition to 
the perinanent taxes of 105,0000.: and in this calculation, 
hé believed he was within the sum that was likely to be’ 
produced. An addition, to nearly the same amount, was 
ta be expected from the operation of the Consolidation 
Bitl, iri the war taxes. The sum so gained, wonld be ap- 

‘m diminution of the annual charge, so that he. 

should not have to apply to the war taxes’ for more than | 
oné'milfitn. 

'Hfé had suggested the propriety of taking a Vote of 
Credit ‘for three millions for England; but he trusted 
that it would not be expected that he should go at any, 
lenpth into an explanation of the manner in which-that 
suit may be applied. But there was one circumstance 
arising out of the present state of the Continent, which he: 
felt it to be his duty to communicate to the House. Un-, 
det the existing circumstances of the Continent, it was 
not at the present moment thought desirable, that any’ 
definite arrangement should be entered into, which should: 
give rise to any expectation that his majesty would fur- 
nish his allies with any very considerable pecuniary as- 
sistance. However anxious his majesty’s government may 
be to assist them in the struggle in which they were ene — 
gared, i€ was not their intention to hold out to those 
allies ‘any expectation of pecuniary aid, during the pre« 
sent year, to a greater amount than would be covered by 
the Vote of Credit proposed. He had also to state, that, 
thongh no treaty had been entered into with the Austrian, 
government: previous to the war, nor any engagement, 
made with that power, yet an expectation did exist.on. 
the Fert of that power, as to what this. country would do 
in the event’ of a war taking place. In consequence of 
this impression, without having bad any communication. 
with his majesty’s government, the Austrian government, 
on the commencement of the war, had drawn bills upon 
this country, which bills it had not been deemed 


% ® 


Vote of Credit. (What is the amount of ¢ bills, was 
asked across the table by Lord 4 Petiy Malt mel not 


until some specific yote should be proposed om tha.sub- 
fo the Cammites 


concluded with moving a resolution fas. agrpping.to the 
a ra | 
: . -. dts yf 
Mr. N. Vansitturt-wished to know .whetber.. any. or 
what portion of the war taxes was to be saddled with, the 
char;‘cs of the nan. . rr ee tate 
- The Chancellor of the Enxchequer. seplied, that, the 
whole of the charges were to be discharged. frqm (ug qrar 
taxes, and pariicularly that part of them which, eqme 
under the bead of Excise. — rT ee re 
. Lord H. Petty wished to offer a few obgesyaGions on 
ane part of the nght honourable gentleman's statement, 
and particularly that which, related to she bills drawn by 
the Austriau goyernmept.. The proptiety..of that slep 
would-depend on the previous relations betweea,_ the 4wo 
, countries, an explanation which, he, presumed, his,ma- 
_. jesty’s, ministers would feel it their dysy tp offer to;the 
| Hoise before Parliament rose, . That ex planation. would 
" @etermine whether that most, extggordinary.atep was ta be 
attributed to his majesty’s ministers, or .the Aystgiem: go~ 
" -yetnment. -It would be, impossible for him. ad.presens to 
,, \ouch further.npon the subject, withaut tre son-ibat 


2%* 


ek 
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wer std the prtopricty of gmofing subsitligg to, the 

* Content! On that dificult question Fe would sof at- 
‘ tempt’ to Ixy down any gencral principle, for it, was a 
 ‘qiestion that must be always tried. and determined by a 
» opatticular reference to’ the cases that might arise, and to 

‘the elycumstances under which the subpidies were, re- 
?’ ouired. This, however, he should not besitate to state, 
* that great detiberetion should precede any such Issues of 
4° tie pttblic méney, and that the considerations which ia- 
' fenced it shonlit be most seriously weighed. If, indeed, | 
> they argument should weigh against the system of subsi- 
b..aliktvig; Would be found in the abuse of the periodical 
* ‘advances which this country had been of late m the habit 


-\! ofatking fo coittinentnl powers. It was notorious that 


eniwe “ pse were diverted from the specific purposes for. 
*° which: Ney ‘wae granted; and that others were entirely. 
** Hatley gate to ‘the objects they were intended to effect. 
-. "Phin was particntarly the case with regard to the Swedish 


“% pubsitly. At'the very time that they were projecting ree. 


_ trendhweetfts in the civil list, they were in the constant 
‘ptaetice of remitting sums to Sweden equal to the whole 

©  antount of that branch of the national'expenditure. The 
2" Weaty with Sweden, according to the statement of minis- 
ters, had three objects in viev. In the first place we were 

to obtain by it a greater facility for commercia} arrange- 

"S Wents, ‘ant ific advantages that should enable us the 
" ‘hefter to roe the Orders in Council. Sccondly, we 
were to adopt and establish snch a military coricert with 

- that pawer, as would cnable her to carry on a successful 
war. The present condition of Sweden shewed how that 
particelar object of the treaty had succeeded.’ ‘The third 
@bject was to "provide for the maintenance and pay of 

> the Swedish attiay. The recent revolution would shew 
how that object whs answered. And here he must exe — 
' press his poignant reeret at the fat@OF that monarch, and 
unqualified comdemiation of the measures by which he 
was ‘place’? in his present unhappy sifuation. Bat if 
there was any circumstance more than another’to which 
~ that anjustifiable event could be attributed, it was to the 
' hrcumstatce. of the army not being pr sperty® paid, ‘It 
‘ appeared, therefore, thitt no onc object of the treaty Was 
.’ anewered; ‘but the very reverse of what was propoed 
‘and confilonily expected taok place. With this ex- 
coitsideritions 


e 


. 
. 
. 


 a@eple ptavring them -in the. face, and ‘the coi 
Vox. IL].—1809. “30 
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arising eut af the particular circumstances of thé time,” 
and ihe state of this country, the House Wouldbe cin? 
tious how they sanctioned the system of subsidies. «Het te" 
not be aupposed from what he said, that he rhitant'td ex! 
press an absolute condemnation of the principle." Ple'hda’ 
no such intention. On the céntrary, ‘should ‘in-occasion! 
arise to justify such an application of British resotirces,' 
he would consent to very great sacrifices. To the loati' 
itself, and the principles upoh which it was négotiatet!,: 
as well as the modé proposed for meeting thé charges 
upon it, he gave his cordial approbetion and etancurs! 
rence. He was happy to find that {he right honourabte 
entleman had adopted the plan of not ‘adding’ to the 

urthens of the people. He could not, ho ever! enltirel 
approve the intention ‘of mortgaging thy part of ‘the war 
taxes. It would, he was persuaded, be prodattive, thoug 
not immediately perhaps, of much ihconvertience. - Bev 
sides, an indefinite mortgage of these 'particytat “taxes 
might tend to excite an apprehension that they winitiee 
ultimately converted into permanent burthens. “THe prad 
tice also tended to undermine and weaken thost giretit sis 
mews of war. With regard to the terms of the loany Be 
partook in the general satisfaction of the House. Yep 
were convincing proofs of the confidence and préspertty 
of the country. Although he might periinps entertai¥ 
some objections to the particular fands in whith they 
were made, he could not withhold expressing tow happy 
he felt at so decided a proof of oar national provpetity::'>< 
Mr. Secretary Canning rose to reply to some obset¥s 
tions which fell from the noble lord in the first part of h® 
speech. They were those that related to the pravtice of 
subsidizing foreign powers. It was impossible to lay down 
any general rule on this subject. In ariy assistahod that 
we may deem it adviseable to afford ‘forcign powers,’ tht 
propriety as well as the extent of that assistance must de- 
‘pend on the value of the effort to be made, and the par .. 
‘ticular circumstances of the ‘country at the dimedtt was so 
licited. With respect to Sweden, if the Housé woeld took 
back to the transactions of the last four years, and ‘partt- 
culgrly to those of the last eighteen months, -they would 
find that it was owing to no instigation or ‘advice, vres- 
fitement on the part of this government, that Swede was 
of in a war so far above her means, and the ksde‘ef 
which d proved so disastrous to'ber. This was Pparth 
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Cularly stage since the ratification of the treaty. Sweden” 
wos tald repeatedly that this country would see with sa-" 
tisfactiog.any arrangement for ber separate interests, pro- 
vided that. arrangement .did not oblige het to Become 
hoatile..to..Geeat Britain. His majesty’s miuisters, far 
from; feeling ang objection against Sweden concluding 
syghia.peace as she might find necessary or advantageoits, 
alwayn declared that-they were ready to absolve her fron 
DY engagements, under the stipulations he had just men- 
tioned, which might stand in the way of such an arrange- 
ment. . They: did not indeed push this principle to the 
extent of withholding the supplies they had engaged to 
rniah . that. power, and by puch means placing her af 
@,marcy of -her dntegonist, and compelling her to sae 
fox peace, “When he laid the treaty on the table, he ins 
fomned.the House, thed the relations between this country 
Sweden: were not such as to render a continuance of 
teeimabaidy..nedessary. The same objections to continus 
ing. it existed at present. The 300,000/. required was 
metito provide for future payments, to that power, but to 
agake good. asrcass that had accrued. . With respect to 
Austria, under the present, circumstances, the noble lord 
eenld.not expect he should say much; bat thus muclf 
he. felt it incumbent on him to say, that in any commut 
icntian between the Austrian government and his maz 
Sat ‘a ministers, there was on the part of the latter the 
sanie. abstinence from advice, or instigation of any kind, 
which-he-had stated with respect to Sweden. If this was 
Arne. Fr ing Sweden, it was pre-eminenitly 80 a8 ap- 
plied to Austria, In what Austria had done, she acted 
eutizely from herself. She. was the best jud of her tras 
daterests, She neither asked nor receivetl advice from his 
anajesty's. government. ‘It never was theit disposition, 
Sas the sake of a temporary diversion id any quarter, to 
agommit her in'a contest, and particularly a premature 
eontest-with France. The war in which she had -volua- 
farily engaged was strictly. upon Ausirian grounds. Jt 
wes not connected or combined with any British object or 
interest. ‘The communications with the Austrian govern- 
qnent were few.and. precarious, aud in none of these com. 
munications was any specific promise of ‘assistance héid 
putia her. It was in stated t6 her, that if she was 


' likely to.be engaged in an inevitable contest, there-wontd 


bea disposition toassist her; but thutthat disposition would 
be greatly limited by the circumstances of the times. Ia- 
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_ deed tht: asedrence in this -ecapnoct mraz: de tosteicted, lint: 


he had his doubts whether it would opbratel reshences w 
obeck than att cncotmpgement: . There were.aluapitysidal 
obsincles én the Way ofmaking restittanoes, whickshnolde 
catvinoe that power that she was notip plage mnehisex; 
liance ‘upon ‘premises af assistance, eros thougl: jeaae. . 
stiioted, Grom this gnverameas.: . The: poeliminaey,:: deca: 
eves, to-any assistinde; ‘was themrestosdticn: if (he foonser: 1 
retations Letweon. the .two garernments, » his wes. come 
sideves: aso.n‘ jest wtonoment to: thid: conntryy: aed jit wes 
te ennble his magsty. ‘tu make jaaly cemrohiiobe: 
tien or applicntion do -pealeaxiced: . With; scepect -td tse: > 
bills mentioned by bis rah honownblo-fricad » hancduld: » 
cenfirm what iwas alresuly stated, and néease tha dobes: 
that the Austrian goverumeat: bad: ao. aushotity .foe that. 
menease. Tho bills wore! deawi: by the Anaisian: Treas! 
sury, on. the supposition. that the :petsow-anthordsndeta 
restese the former relations betvecen. dle. teve gevcanments:: 
would reach. this country tinie enoagh to-ex plain the nos ! 
cemity .of that. step, asd the cireusstenoce fled énthiond 
it. :1t would. not be expected that be should makeany hareb/. 
comment os the conduct of the Austrian govorane)hts> 
but he could-assureithe Howse-dhas.: measunes. Rosb been | 
talon to stop the racustenee of 2: peettice an incen yenient. 
many orspecis,-scapog witch the very: peejedicial afoot: 
that t:would invariably peoduse.on thai course: of :exn 
change was: net, one of the. isast,. -No) tame was-lostlin 
transmitting a mene ag remonsivence tO the: poset, ufi 
¥iensa on tke aub poinkityn ou! the iacpayent> 
ence of the prectice.. . ner worst hat if if it. was-done: 
at all, it must be done with the consent of Pacliamosd,. 
Whateverextent of natistance was to: benaserdegh\ tor\Au- 
guia, er to avy: other power, it was not thanght- 
for goxscas that avers obvious, to define it. It yas. thqught 
. feast that bis nrajaty. shiould..come ta parliament. and :ask 
such assistance, in-the shape ofa vote af ceedito | Whee 
gircumstasces-obanged iw every qifarter, not only evesy 
sacath, ‘but almost every day, it.wes isipossibie dq: men 
sube the exsientof abe aseistence thal 44: might: become: she 
debesnlity,; oc benecessary:fon tie iutereatod this oonntey ie 
afferd. ‘The ‘confidence that Barlinmant aight din it ends. 
wiecabile to ecpose 18 Elsie pest pa go worament, svouith met 
be abused. ‘The regauscesthat were plaged at aa keponal. 
weuld.be managed. with camtion, aad.all Wee deorntdee of 
which they were comeit. It waa unnecessary for bim, 


» 
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at this pottid-of Chesrenéeag w:bitions wit estria ter’: 
say noone haw tle awkgectas ow Jd ce eek ents 
.  dkhec Pepadalapwridy ho was glad :bo dvenr- ‘the :declaran 
tith) uf endeislers;-tlint: they tradi divinyy be fi: Bweden the.’ 
epienlstmnaking peace wkendsdsitt could: be dove. with 
acwandagclpn wtcevity ; bet. with pegard :to hinidhaarens ay 
theveodag thid mudtenj alli ficreave det wee it: 
pavrsnment) thet the faymet: eould: onby-eamant; bet ‘oe 
lateeecosld apilly the:tesouroes votedy'ned-he thought  : 
thesefase Dwaforusste> that: tee payment had been ¢osvti> 
nadediforotice yiast “thence montis: -W ith seqaai4o Aw : 
stein! bis Haqedeplhiéh won; thal-no exertion thia country 
cea make tier iprouniaeg assistanceeould de her sang 
geedy ibrstlét 21 teed, teivery :great iseoivenijence to © 
oumbd vot. 7 Hotkas wwll nd: delt “bow painful: it was to — 
deny Austin. tl this, sperhwpa, er last strug¢ie, the std | 
ob Which: she ssteod: 6p wack in needs; bat it waset the - 
Sait) i neBcea?y , and-apesamount daty,.-to altend-te 
. thorcelings af the pobple of this country; and it- was: bis 
dboistetiie périjon, that wo assistance én om ‘patser te give-to 
Adetvin coutd essentially bene&t her ip the: t melam - 
cholgy: andi feared disastrdas tastiest, -When teem 
povori 66: France bad secctsefully. wielded.the swordagadinat. 
Atastria; wad destrayesh‘ber powen, mre should. he ve solely 
tenciintench agningt. bie immense exertions 3 zad it became 
nex: therefore, most eprefatty to husband.our means: 
uilie. Secretar: Ganningrssid, thie was not the. moment 
far geimg into te subject of the amount to be given to 
fe (posers, std :therefare be should. abstain from any 
eimotice: afs:what bad fallea from the sight honors 
able gantloinsn an-that-hoad, bee ' 
-uldns' Whitbteud seid he had wither we had made wii 
ya06 prpsnnt of: the 000,000]. te the Prigge of. the .Braaits 
tign gianted it as.aload. It -was. quite childish to: ox 
pect mo.should evey maonive a. shilling of it-either one wag 
er.andther, and ibe wonk! dlpxefore be glad thot the pose 
ple should hoow it, thy thois expectations might -not be 
- disappointed. . He aemembesecd: well that when the. Aw 
sininm loay: Was-somne years ago brought forward by My. 
Pitt). great stviese-was then Jaich by that siatesman and-bis 
onedj ahots.on. thenfinite bendfity which. would:ariseto this 
aembtey, and the: seoguity which wa: derived <frdm- bis 
inajepty having a power tu-sue.the Emperor. of Austeia ia 
hiswemcoure, 4 man ann oh those aa (ab themoment - 
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it.was.so pompously held fenth) thonght.it -ridiquloue iq 
the extreme. Othors, however, eptertamed, ef. it: a. dif: 
ferent opinion, and the comequeuce wes, they were ex-. 
tremely mortified and disappointed, while he. had. only. 
toa lament the folly aad credulity of putting aay onatin. 
dence in so ridiculous aad ‘unsabestantial a privilege. 
Bat with respect to the Brasils, what paodece:goukd ma; 
receive from thence. that would at all. compemate.ne? 
Was it sugar? No: In chore it weakd, ‘he, dbelinveds 
purale the wisest of his majesty’s miniatera; ta-dafine frony, 
whatpart of Mer productions we wert to derive agyantageda, 
the attainment. The right khonourmble. gaatleman: bad. 
heen explicit with regard toSweden ;. but..clidinet: wei res. 


collect, that in addition to the subsidy, these had: hepa: 


an expedition sent oat last yenr under-that galleat affigery . 
whose loss we had now so -much reasow do deplare, (Sir ale. 
Moore), which bad done nothing but ergete eee 
expence, and which, ifthe money of. the: peap 
land bad not been voted away, might have beenvavaideds 
With regard (o the present subsidy to Austria, he! could 
by no means consent to the payment of. the.bills, drawn 
in the manner in which. the right honourable segywinty 
had stated, without aotice, and without authosiip, ..Qn. 
this head, he coincided in opmion with his right-honewr 
able friend near him (Mr. Ponsonby), and thought. feosti 
the beginning —from the first moment be. had heasd of ti. 
that it would be madness to drive Austria .inia the pretest 


‘unequal contest. If Buonaparte was not: 


‘could cope with both, there could bé no doubt but:be- 


‘would . have. relinquished. Spats. . Austria, without .ad-: 
"t Buonaparte,.it | 


hesing to treaties, had begun operations.: . 
was.evident, had long been perfectly sensible. of her.in- 
tentions, and had taken his measures accerdingly... ke 
had conten'ed himself with keeping Spain -in eheck,: and: 


he (Mr. Whitbread) had no doubt but that Baonaparte 


would be at Vienna before the remongtranen of ministers’ 


against the mode end manner of drawing: these bills could: 


‘arrive there. He (Mr. Whitbread) was of. opinion.thet. 


ministers had shewn great want of wisdom not to_advise 
Austria to be quict. After being dragged into-the former: 


war by Russia and England, and actually : verad,. - 
. the ought unquestionably: to have adhered: with fideli 


to her engagements. . If ‘a subsidy to Aastrie‘had. been. 
proposed, he would have opposed it, though he had stood 


o' *° 
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sihgle and aloné on a divisior. of ‘the House. In fact it: 
peared te hin they trast’ be fools and -tnadmén;-in perv 
sisting té think that Austein “could-siecced ina contest’ 
wih Fronoe’by means of Ongztish gold. | These bills had,’ 
however; bevh diawn-withont authorty ;- and the Horse, 
befdte: (hey uyreed > pay them, ought to look htwhat: 
we were tomending for; “The sight honontable Secretary 
lm devlaréed, that no pecuniary assistance had been 
. AMfoted avi! it‘was matter of most teasonable doubt, whee 
thervthe people! of this country should be drawn i to pay. 
Awsttia Having taken this rash measure w t'our cond 
ht: We svére ‘hoo bound: te make it good, af the Housed 
cet tty eet) Gtr: faee-againet it. With the exception of 
Spiny He'did' not see any part of the: world, in which a 
tisht edines:boutd be of essential service in enablin 
theme varity on a war. -Phere,-indeed, while any li 
wis Toh, there night: remain some hope, and he would 
therefare ‘nitich ¢ather ‘have rad the vote of credit for 
Spaid Crarl forsAustria. ‘That would be granting it ins 
Aindent’ of wealness, ‘and it: might-be of service ; but to 
only subsidy to Austria, whether for §0,000/. or 500,000. 
Ne-woakl not: consent. ‘ oN . 
“Mering said thus much on that head, he begged to offer 
w:féw observations -on a‘matter of domestic consideration 
comtined tatthe ways and mean’ for the. present year. 
He-mechat telotiery, ‘Whoever had sevioueby considered 
the dabject had novéed, that it was one of the worst aad laxt 
thodevef raivine'money that could be resorted te. Mr. 
Pidt dectaved : tht when wan ceased, ‘there should be no. 
more dottévies. It: waa most destructive rode of gum. 
bling, daneuage! was inadeqdate to describe fairly thé 
woes /an@ titiserics attentunt on it. ‘The bnosiness of ine 
suraried coald ‘not be Prevented. That hydra of destrucs 
ttda to the morals and the purses of the people, could not 
be stopped in the wasteful ravages it made. ‘ There was 
a may in: the ‘pay: of gevernment who was employed 
te check thts abominable practice (a. Mr. "‘Woed), but he 
hbad declared before the commrittec, that it was-so interns 
woven with lotterie:; that: it became #n a manner neces 
sary, if not to' countenance, to‘wink at-it... He wished to 
dcnew if thie man vas stlil-in' the same sifuation. If ‘he 
whe; it was a matter of doubt with sim, whether he should’ 
moveits tutn him out of it. if he did, he-should hot be: 
sarpriced that the country gentlemen should make’ their’ 
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stand at il, and deéferntine that as these iniqdittes hadtal- 
weys been winked aad contived at)it wholabtidenberous 
te reeves maa, who, lee Mr.. Wood, was: y 
Fraction! in. this trdde of Sand, .tyrasnyy: amd: dectit. 
bere had been a-ardat ory, andiaets:; bed boee gueextio | 
stop and prevent the Little Goes. Mf, heweven; the athle 
smanage in the wey they do,. they will booame nieranu- 
merous. Bat what signifies the Little Gacs, .uben the 
. gate bad Hs Gratt Go. K-was idle and cdionbine to 
pretend to stop ihe destractive -consequencts ‘of either, 
while the:} age held-out, -wos neither ‘mowe! nes.ibess 
than ' this; i you go lo tbe Léttle. Goen yaw sdalinbe 
penished, but if you come to the Great.Ga, you wbalk be 
safe. He wot very: anwilling (eo detaienihe Mante, but 
there was ene melancholy inetrnoe df .thesiechief: attepd= 
ing this-immoral medle of rating womens which ke be 
lenve to mention.. A woman. iis the! middie‘ clésa 106 Jife 
bad unfortunately been seized with this lemdmtablc seabia 
of making a-fortiue by tnewsance in abe . lottery. Javed- 
venturing upon this sea of chance, she made avay wihkall 
the a © Was posscssed of Sor family uses 5! anéthen, 
by way of retricving her loss, she secretlg and nhknown 
to ber husband, as was geicrally the case in. theen: trahs- 
actions, pledged first one and then anothers agticle.of do- 
maestic furniture, HH almost the whole was gode;, and her 
, i buck still ulsending her, she was reduped. alnoati to 
despais at ibe ideq-of being obliged to inform ler atebind 
ef the int prudenec of ber condect. Ake fonnd, hownver, 
it vas not to be avoided, aud at length confess her 
fault, and owned what she had dene. The bushand hap- 
dto'be a man of a noble and zensroes antares aul 
Peing sensible of the amiable qualitins of bie wile,: and 
satisfied with every other, part of her conduct, he wart: 
Bumanely and instantly prenonnced bis - fargzivensss, 
‘which had so sudkleti and powerful an effect om her.frele 
ings, that it depsivec! bes -of her seuses, and she new.rce 
_ weaina @ miserible. living montiuent of this detestable 
mbling, engendere! anh as pportes! by lotteries. dhe 
rable gen lemap sclaied thie: fuet with a degraa of 
. decfing that snost seositly inypremed exvery.one wha beard 
him, and be cancladed by saying, “‘ that having breught 
#4 (0 a point beyond which he. thought. it. chuld} mot go, 
_ he would by his vote roeosd lis ebysction te Uaig moda. of 
making mency.”’ » 6&4 writs | thy ec alfene 


i 
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iy 7 fe. Ponsbaby re the idea, whioh the henenr- 


+d metaber: (Mr. ‘WW bitbreall) seemed to entertain;' of 
‘ Andtrints baying broken faith.- Austria was’ bent upon 
u! Feaaog only, bedauze France wes bent upow her. Whlién 
“} itis onowrable fridad talked of: the perfidy of Aastra, te’ 
-ghomkd expeot: to Dear next. of the poot bith of. Buonh- 
olpartd,: ars Weis Poa SG ! .° co 


at din: Conke otiald net dere. with the hondurabte geh- 


. einad (Miro Whitbread) that. {ninisfers would not, do 
o¢ Chetridatty. if they did not.exhort Austria to peace; it 
sUnligtht be: wise: id Atstrla to:make peace, but not in Eng- 
‘ind tomdvieetit.. ~ re Cos 

30! Ans Whitbread, in. saying a few words in further ex- 


. 7 iphieatier-obaett et thrat the compliment which had -been 


1 paid by! the tight homonrsble secretary (Mr. Canning) to 
stihib- right: heidourable friend (Mr. Ponsonby), and .which 
ri hotbehitvnd wal tbe fizst of the kind; looked. very like a 


jpaabhidy to win his right honourable friend over to ihe 


irother si tag 3 , t _ : 2s 

vite Miow:Pomsonby sak, he shoud accept no such subsiil fr: 
nu. Gae Chancedor of the Exchequer said, that if, the 
- -Mokouradble member, (Mr: Whitbread) wondered how his 


-cbight honourmble ‘frientt (Mr.-Ponsonby} could make: yp 


»ihiswind.that Auéirla had not bees guilty of bad faith, 
«} be biinsdhf (éhe Chancellor of the Exchequer) agteei! with 
i the hdnoursblé meniber..' With. tespebt to the subject of 
. ilotteribs} that: question was net tod be definitively. distussed 
tonight: and be beggéd genti¢men nok ta conclycde that, 
-.j bécagse alli atidin pts to'sopprets insurances had failed bee 
{' @pre,:they would of necessity fail-again. All tliose -cir- 
i.umbtenced which the honourable: momber. (Mr. White - 
+ broad) Nad painted in duck animated colours; were the 
.- @onsequencesiof'insarance, and. that might he removed. 
-! Phe Jegsseriment of 'the: days ‘of. drawing the fottery had 
-. direinished:iasutances: pro: lavtd } and :it the | Lotterz were 
© dtawd: in dna day, as the right. honouthbla. Chiareetter of 
the Exeboquer: flattered hintself be: cbeld arrange ity there 
* would Be he-iusatanct: for days:of drawing at-ale-dHe 
' .thbyefere entreated. the: House mos te ‘form! :a: décitive 
31 epinign upon. this subject dill & Sotude perinG cit 
ty lite Wilberforce dould not-répt dattsfied withput ex prés- 
‘> sibg:a pelt this subjpé¢ an: opinion fbrmed! aftch: mactfin- 
" quiry and consideration, His right" benoadabje.-feend - 


_ said he could not puta stop to the evils of insurance ; . 


Von. ilI.—1l ® 3 D 
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and he was sure his right hanoumble fried persuaded 
himsclf of that, or he weuld not for such. more thag 
900,000/. sacriGce the victims it oecnsioned ; but’ after ‘the 
great men who had preceded his right konvurable ‘friond 


. gn the administration of the country had persuaded them- 


selves it might be, and had been put an ehd to, without 
this being the case, be thought his right hononrable 
fricnd flattered himself. Jnsysance, however, was not the 
only cyil of lotterics, By dividing tickets into small 
shares, a spirit of gambling was disseminated which was 
attended wiih the most serious evils-to the lower classes: 
If they came to the productiveness of the lottery tax, % 
would be found to have dintinished from’ 600,000. to 
3(0,000/. ; and there was never any thing more true than 
that the sum which appeared to be sacri to mgralit 

would be far more than repaéd ather ways, By suppress 
ping lotteries, mavy would remain to enrich the connty 

with their labours, whom the lottery would reduce ini 

habits of jdlcncss and extravagance. Wheré therd was 


_ one instance of suicide and robbery consequent npog foté 


teries, there were a thousand instances of smaltet evils. 16 
was eighteen or twenty years ago, since the honourable. 
yoember had first divide! upon this question, and ~thid 
lapse of ‘time found his opinion unchanged.. He had ale 
ways protested against the measure, and now that jés 
profits were so small, he hoped it would be drapped. . 
air T. Turfon spoke at some Jength on the subject of thd 


_ loan, which, he cqntended, might haye been more advan. 


tugcously made jn the mast marketable stock. of the coun 
try,. fle commented upon the enormoysnéss ‘of the dé- 
maand of 28 milligns for the expences of thd atmmy; and’ 
wished to direct the views of economists to the dintix 
nution of the standing army, He urged.the ynfairnoss of 
the property tax, which fell as heayy upo an income itt 
short annuities which had a year to run, as ‘upon landed 


property of 30 or 40 years purchase. | 


Sir S. Romilly rose to say a few words on the subject 
af lotteries, a discpssion which he conceived by na means 
jrregular at: present, as he understood it was agreed thaé 
this was the time when any debate en that subject should 
take place. Ele was not a little surprized, in his right 
hqnourable friend’s hudgef, to hear the dottery ‘glatedd mp. 


‘p matter quite of course, and no notice taken of doy 
ic 


thing which had been done by the Committee the House 


ri 
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had authorized to sit upon that subject. The honourakla 
atid I¢arned ménibet knew that lotteries had some advan~ 
tages with all their evils; . but former allministrations had 
net the information about them which the present had ; 
and the Hodse now: staod with respect to lotteries, as it 
had. dosie:-with: respect to: the slave trade; if the guilt 
were soffbred when its extent was known, it became more 
heinons thad before. He thought his right honourable. 
Stiend very much flattered himseif when he said he could. 
prevent alt the evils of lottestes, and if their only evil con- 
sisted im: the' small shares into-which the tickets were di- 
vided, the bonourable and learned mémber thought that 
was enough tb demand their abolition. Flis risht honour 
able friend's pla would only dintinish the degree of theit 
mischitf, ' The Hbtise had been lately conidering of'a 
law for the-prevyention of crimes; and now it was abott 
) hanctiow oae for their encouragement. The House 
shnuld reedllect, that.to induce to the’ purchase of lottery . 
Sekai, the very wits of man were called into action, and 
tha most ingénious paragraphs written. The honourable 
@:i member could point out paragraphs in the 
newspapers inducing apprentices to throw away their 
wioney on lotteries by stofies of others who did so, and aré 
now siding in their coaches. Formerly lotteries were con 
fined 'to the metropolis, now. they extended to every part 
ef the kingdom. He could be content with nothing but 
their complete suppression. Ho 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, that a pnblid 
bill of this sort could not go through the House without _ 
anatlier opportunity of discussing it. He did not think 
that the report of the lottery committee had brought a sine 
le fact, bf which former administrations were nof aware. 
he subject had been discassed over and over again; and 
taking the whole report into his consideration, he saw 
that the evils which it described were not the consequence 
of purchasing lottery tickets, but of insuring them. To 
this he bad directed his attention, and thought he shoald 
in future obviate ‘all possibility of this insurance taking 
lace. . , | 
Pur. Whitbread avowcd his determination to take the 
sense of the Housd on this subject ; and read extracts 
from the committce’s report upon the examination of Mr. 
Wood, the inspeetor of Iotieries, appointed by govern 


menit. . This man had a‘salary of two hundred and eighty~ 


& 
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five pounds a years and being asked what dities he hail” 
td perform, answered ‘.none.” He had gross¥y contira-’ 
dicted himself.in his evidence, in the course of which fié’ 
at first said, that illegal insurances did nof exist to a great’ 
extent: andi thea fatked of insurances without whicW lot- 
teries could not exist. ‘The honourable member asked. 
whether . this man still received his salary. ‘If yout 
agree (continued he, look ta,the Chancellor of the Exxs 
chequer): to a motion of which an hondurable' friend of. 
mine has given notice, youTl save this paltry sum, _ 
which you wish to gain by a lottery.” _ 

The ‘Chancellor of the Exchegyer said, that’ MY. 
Wood's evidence alluded to two different species of ine 
surance; the one ov dtawing, and the gther taking place 
sinorg contractors only. In answer to the’ bonourable 
mewber’s question, the right bonourable gentleman had 
only to say that Mr. Wood considered himsetf fo have a 
@aim for his services, and the right honourable gentlé 
man really thought there was no ground for any’ report 
going to his prejwdice. ners 
. Mr. Wiliam Smith voentioned one nuisance of' lotteries 
which had not been before adverted to. Te was intoltr- 
ably disgusted wiih the bills upon the subject, whith 
were posted in every quarter of the town. Wren I 
do not:see the king’s arms at.the top of them, but’, wien 

. ] know that govcroment sanctions them, [ do feel sentic 

ments perfeetly and entirely nauseous. " 

Six John Newport, Mr.. Babington, and Mr. Scrape 
- Bernard, said a few words against lotteries ; after Which 
the scveral resolutions. were agreed to, and the House was 
resumed. ‘Ihe report of the Committee was ordered‘ to 
be received on Monday; on which day it was resolved the 
House should go into the Commitice again. °° 
_ ADill to permit the trade between Great Britain and 
America, to be carried on in ships belonging to the United 
States, was read a first time, and ordered for a second 
yeadiog on Monday. Afier which the other orders of the 
day were disposed of, and the House adjourned. 





HOUSE OF LORDS 
m ; MONDAY, MAY 15. ; 
” Ford Erskine then moved the order of the day for 
second reading of a bill to ‘prevent wanton and malicious 





“4 
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mat 15,) po CADELTY TO ANtwAts. * . ta 
cruelty ; to. spamale. As the law af present’ stood, his 
logdghip said, that this species of cruelty was andoultedly’ 
Das ishabte ‘but thd cases in which it chiefty came under 
the cognizance of (he courts Wete where the parties were 
considered xather as injuring the property of their utus~ 
rs, or,other persons, than as being gaitty of 2 violation 
of those, puties which we owe td the fower creation. He 
Wished tq yestrain a description of beings, who knew little 
yore of the laws of their country tfan that they afforded 
them too much facility for ill-treating’ the animals undeg 
theireare. fis object wds to prevent such men, when ree 
primanded for their conduct, from tetorting with bitter 
Guraes, and asking whether the animal belonged to their 
Feproyer? . Cy a 
. His lordship distingusfied between the dominion which 
dpan. might justly exercise Over the Yower orders of the 
Creation, for Bis sustenance and convenience, and theduty, 
tough ong of imperfect obligation, which he lay under, 
of pe abusing that power so as to put the animals under 
i§ protection to‘urmecessary pain. The preamble of 

. the bift asserted this principle to thre’ furthest extent that 
‘morality and religion could carry it; ‘because he luoked 
,. 40.3 degree of efficacy from the solemnity of that sanction, - 
. beyond what he- could readonably expect frome the enact- 
. mente of the bill. 
Figs lordship regretted, that the bill for preventing ball- 
baiting had miscarried in its progress in the other House 3 


« agd.mugh more so the opposition which it mét with from 


a.man:(Mr. Windham) of the most brilliant genius, the 
most, accomplished mind, and the most refined humanity ; 
L whose understanding was, nevertheless, a little awr 


“Upon this point. In the present bill he had introduced 


no specific provision as to that practice. If bull-baiting 
did nat, jn the estimation of magistrates and juries, come 
uader the. description of wanton, malicious, and unnecese 
sary.cruelty, then it would remain untouctied by the bill; 
_but if it did, in any case, then of course it would be pu- 
nished, and he was certain that his friend, the persona he 
had just alfuded to, would be the last man in the kipgdom . 
to justify the offender. 
is lordship then . proceeded fa consider tlie enacting 
part of the bill,, declaring the offence to be punishable as 
misdemeanor; and, from various analogous questions — 


..,  ¥pon which judges ‘and juries were every day called upon 


‘% 
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to decide, he argued that little difficulty would be prac- 
tically felt in detexswining whether inasy particular case 
the offence charged. had been committed,.or whether -no, 
further pain had been inflicted than might be deemed nes 
sary for the purposes of correction. 
The noble lord severely reprobated the practice of rena 
ning horses, to great distapces, against time, where, the v 
formation of the bett was something beyond what waa ta 
be expected from the ordinary powers of the swiftes& 
animal. He also adverted to a set of men called Nag-. 
gers, who buy up worn out and disabled horses, wpon a: 
speculation of how long they can be made todyaw under, 
the application of the severest torture, or for the purpose. 
of being cut up for dog’s meat; in which latter-case they- 
are kept without sus(enance of any kind, and. until the. 
state of the market requires their being butchered. os 
‘The Lord Chancellar approved of the pringiple of ‘the 
bill, but thought the application of it atteaded with some. 
difficulty. That, however, was a matter of consideration ; 
for a Committee, and in that stage of the proceediag he: 
would give the measure ever possible attention. os 
The bill read a second time.—Adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

MONDAY, MAY 15. . 

Mr. Whitbread rose to call the attention of the House , 
toa subject, trivial certainly in one point of view, though 
of some importance in anothcr, and relative to which be 
proposed to offer a motion. , It was a disgusting circum. 
stance which ought not to exist ; namely, the appoint- 

ment of a person to the office of ordnance store-keeper in : 
Hyde-Park, with a salary of i20/. a year, a comfortable 
house to live in, with allowances of coals, candles, and 
other perquisites; and this a person who never had serve 
ed the country an hour ‘in army or navy, and also.a fo- 
reigner. This situation ought to have been conferred on 
soine meritorious old officer, worn ont in the service; and 
many hundreds of such, he was sorry to say, there were 
pining out the evening of life in penury, any one of whom 
would be glad of such.a sityatjon. The person who held. 
this appointment might haye been for years perhaps the 
fafthful servant of some honourable gentleman or noble 


lofd who, no doubt, secommended him tothe patronage . 
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of the inaster-gencral of ordnance: ’ It was certainly right 
that lowg and faithfal services should attach the regard 
of a master to his servant, aad it was desirable that me- 
’ pitgrfobls: petseny in such stations should have comfortable 

. isidn fot “old agé; but then persons in opulent cire 
cumstaices’ shoutd make that’ provision at their own ex- 
pence, -withouf trenching on {hgt source whieh should 
exclisively beldng to military men who had claims upon 
the generosity of their country, when worn out-in her ser- 
view: « ‘Phe tronourable member'concluded by moving for 
soopy df the appointment of Christian Frederick Wolter 
tythe said ‘office of ordnance stoce-keeper in Hytle Park 
and an accout of the salary, and all emuluments attached 
to the sai@‘office, = | 

- ifr. F. Polé satd, he was the person who liad five 

1e-apd tecommended this Mr. Wolter to the situation, 
Im ‘eoubequénce’ OP “an application from Lord Chathan, 
‘ theh waster of the ordnance, to him, requesting him to 
look out fora trusty person to fill that office ; and it was 
he also who had named ‘the salary of 10°. as a réasonable 
allowance for the service. Mr. Wolter, he sail, cer- 
tainly was a Hanovetian, who had been ‘37 years in Eng 
_ land, the greater part of which time he had been a faithful 

“servant in, the employment of Mr. Villiers, and main- 
t#med an unimpeachable character, Had he (Mr. Pole) 
céncelved the employment which required constant at- 
téndance to be of such a nature that a military officer coujd 
lgdk upon it as acceptable, he certainly should have re- 
coinmeniled ‘the’ place to be filled by such a gentleman ; 
but ‘having no’such idea, he recommended the present 
‘ store-kecper, and took upon himself the whole reponsi- 
‘ bility for whatever was blameable in the appointment. 

After séme explanation fram Mr. Whitbread, the mo- - 
tion was agreed to. _ . a 

wt | OFBIOR SALE PERVENTION BILL. 

. Mr, Ponsonby noticed a difference between the disposal 
of: offices in the courts‘of' chancery 6f England and Ire- 
- Jand, whielr ve wished to have remedied. . 

«fhe Chanectlor of the Exchequer said, it was in top 
erof the right‘ hondurabdte member to prepare a clausg 
torthat wffect, which My; Ponsonby expressed ‘bis deter; 


mination to do. 
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Lord Folkestone. observed, that as he hed viewad the 
bill, there were several misdemeaners noticed. in ‘it, for 
which (with the exception of advertising) no. penalties 
yore to be inflicted: this he wished to have remedied 

He had formérly.wished that those who gave information 
rere Bey sellers of- offices might: be indemnified ; an 

objection bad been made that informers might, in that 
case, retain the offices of which they might become thas 
unduly possessed.: He thought, however, some psovisiqn 
was necessary, and as he had prepared a clause wpaa. Re 
subject, he m moved, that the bill ** should be tecommit 
ons gr 

The House then resolved itself into a Committee. 

Lord Folkestone proposed a ctause, i img powa 
on misdemeanors, and giving 5004. tet ane Pieoned 
_of the corrupt disposal of offices, withholding howevesthe 
possession of those offices from such informers. . 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer objected to the.claue, 
as he thought many infamous scoundrels might be tempt- 
ed by the offer to induce men to sell out, and that they 
theniselyes would bry merely in the hope ef the. 500}. 
.which they would receive for the subsequent informetios. 
He would, however, be rejoiced to hear every argument 
.on the subjeet, ae his object was te make the bill as per- 

"feet as po ssible, ‘Lord H. P he ele 
r. Kierney and: Lo elty supported the 268, 
A long conversation ensued, in which Mr. Rose, the 
Lord Advocate of Scotland, the Attorney-Azencral, Mr. 
_ Croker, the Solicitor-General, Mr. Fuller, and-the Ghan- 
' cellos of the Exchequer opposed: the clause, .on a 
. gronad that it held out a double temptatioen—imm 
* and the reward to informers, whicli might endanget the 
'. Recarjty of innevent persons, by inducing profligate m- 
‘formers, for the sake of the reward, to. cximinate 3 
° , no way implicated, in which case "character might not 
’. always ‘be’ ¢unffieient” protection egniaat false bat eacene 
> traitictédFewithion, ‘4 ‘t bs. 

“The clause’ wak on -the oller: hand an pparted by Mr. 

*-4Pientcy,~Mir.: Poneohby,- Lord ‘Rolkestoma, Me. Harner, 
ze d Sir John Newport, op the growady. that. though ihey 
dept rie ‘system af \istfermets, yet they on 

> Sidde tite eldest abeluwly ncobassy to gixe 
to the bill; and besides,‘ if innocence sheubd pak bg a ‘ee 


my 
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warily against the' informer urnter this bill; no man canid 


be .eonsivicags safe fromm imformem ia any. cast, .- 

. & division.then-took place, .—— . 

(oo. °. .. Horthe clause - << +: - 3 - 
. ; ‘ Against at e ea &@ @ - vf CoA 


oo: Majority - 2 ---.- 43 ©. 
. The bik was then gone through, and several amend 
: sdente.made in different parts.of it; after which the House 
resumed, and the seport was erdered to be received to- 
inorraw. , . 
IRISH DISTILLERY REGULATION BILL. 


} Mr. Fecter moved the oxder of the day for the second 
reading of.the Lrish distillery regulation bill... 
', , Qn the quession that the bill be now read a secend 


_ Mr. Barnard was concerned that lic felt himself obliged 
. tg oppose this..bill; but he was adverse to it in principte. 
dt was not » bill that would. assist the collection of the 


oy 
ou 


’ «revenue in Ireland, but would encourage. the illicit trade. 


It was :contrary to the recommendation of the commis- 
pionere of inquiry in Ireland, whe. suggested the ex- 
pediencyiof encouraging licensed distillation in Ireland, 
- which would create a market for. the farmers in thase parts 
of Ireland where thera were no legal distilleries estab- 
Mshed.: For these reasons: he moved that the bill be read 
a second time this day three mouths. - _ 7 
' Mr. Stewart. approved of the principle of the bill, but 
had objection to some of its. clauses. He should, therefore, 
vote for its. going into a Committee, where his objections 
might be removed. - a, _ 
. Six George F. Hiil.was auxprized at the motion of his 
honourable friend. for putting off the second readij of this 
: ball.. Having been privy to mapy. conversations between 
the distiilers and the Biadpellor ot the- Kexchequer for Ire: 
_Jand, he bare testimony to the atientida with which every 
suggestion from them was received, and was sure that the 
src honourable genoa yg be pved to paapae 
.. which honourable. amen mi je dispoped to pi 
ia the Commnittee.. " dt, wo fag 
| Mr Pamell sxppotted the amend mest, ag. thonglit it 
right pon principle... Tho ‘right. bonensalile the ,Ohgue 
ob. TIE BOO. 2 EBL bo oe ah ot 
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cellor of the, Exchequer for Ireland ought either to have 
adopted the recommendation of the commissioners of tn- 
uiry, or to have proved to the Honse tliat the tecommen- - 
ation was wrong. ~ In the year 1786, Seotland was sini-- 
larly circumstariced, ds to distilleries, as fretard is at pre-: 
sent. The introduction of licensed distillation into Scotbend 
corrected the evil, and consequently the same remedy 
would be effectnal in Ireland. The presqut bill went to 
amend the old system of laws now in extstence, which 
ought to be altered, and, thérefore, should have his de- 
cided opposition ; and because it did not give encourage- 
ment to small distilleries... mo ye 
Mr. Foster was equally astenished at the amend meat, as 
at the manner in which it had been supported by argament. 
The bill was intended to amend the existing laws. These 
were known to be defective, and ought toamended: There 
was not a clause in the bill contmry to the recommengda- 
tion of the commissioners of inquiry. The lays in existence, 
though requiring amendment, had raised the revenue atie- 
ing from distilleries from 700,000/. te! ,200,0002, and in the 
half year from the Ist of January to June last year, when 
the prohibition took place, the revenue produced had 
amounted to 900,001. He left the House to judge of 
the efficacy of laws which could produce that increase. 
The leading principle of the bill was to encourage small 
stills, with a view to create a market for the &qrmers ia 
every part of the country. Illicit distillation cauld act- 
be put dowa till the ple of Ireland, the centlemen, 
and farmers cond be brough$ to co-operate with the ge» 
vernment. He shonld be happy to attend to any 
tion in the committee, and trusted that his honoprable - 
fsiend would consent to withdraw his amendment. 
Avery long discussion then took place between the former 
speakers, Sir John Newport, Colonel ty Mr. French, 
. Dennis Browa, Mr. O‘Hara, Mr. Huskisson, and 
Mr. William Smith, in which # appeared te be the pre- 
vailing idea that fhe bill ought to go into a Committee. 
‘difr. Barnard stated that as he found his object. could 
not be attained in the Committee on the bill, he would 
agree to withdraw his amendment. \ | _— 
be lrish excise, regulation bill was nlso read. a, second 
lyme, and ordered to be committed on Wednesday. 
On Mr. Rose’s moving the order of the dey for the ner 
cond reading of the Martinique trade bili, —- ; 
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Ads, yt. rose and contended with greaf ability, 
that even the influx of sagar into the market, although it 
ight, redyer.the. price for a time, woul? finally bring the 
coptingenta) purchaser into the market, and things would 
resume their level. : 7 


whopper - peteteyetate 


voce) MN OUBE OF LORDS. | 
Roo, TUESDAY, way 16. 
Neen. Geae , WRIR-OF RBRRGR, . - 
Counsel were heatd at the bar on the writ of ertor in 
tye dest’ Of ‘the sentence on Hart and White, the pritfter 
anu editer of the Fadependent hig, now confined in the 
jaity' dF Gloudestet and Dorchester. : ot 
‘iy. Ciford sontended, ‘at some length, that the sen- 
tide peOHoUnced was itrégular, and contrary to law. For 
his purpose, he orted various cases, drawn from different 
periods ‘of ‘our history, from which he endeavoured 6 
shew thatthe court of King’s Bench could, constitutionally, 
exettte Hs sentences of imprisonment only in its own pri- 


‘gon, ot in the prison of the county wlere the act was 


committed for which punishmeht was frflicted, or in the 
iéon of the county Where the court was sitting. Ft was, 
seid, one of the principal grievances alfegcd aguinst-the 
pressive court of star oltamber, that they sent persons to 
istaht prisons. He raititained, that in the case drawn 
from the best times, where the judges.had departed 
fronr the constitutional practice, they had almost in- 
vutialty ‘assigned some particular reason for such a de 
vixtion. #t was only in very tecent times that: this prace 
tice had ‘béeome mote frequent. He then alluded to 
the takes bf Gitbert Wakefield, Redhead York, and Kidd 
Wake,' antf atpued that éuch instances by no means 
treated precedents ‘ta justify a practice, if such practice 
were contrary orlvinally to the law and constitution of the 
Jand. He quoted the wortls of the kite Earl Camden con- 
Pertting géneral Warrants, who hail expressly said. that ihe 
practice ‘of public officers, though the instances mizht liave 
been frequent, and passed over, werd yet rot to be com 
Wed as, soficient precedents for their justification, ‘and 
coald hot be considered asthe law ef the land. . In such 


“VANES ad thé prescnt, thd poverty of individuals niizh? fre. 


quently prevent thém from ascertaining the validity of. the 
‘practice. His next gtéat objection was to judgment, as 


4 
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as, founded: on the wording of the isformation which 
charged the parties with-commenting on the conduct-of 
a court of justice, without stating wheibex thoge.comrgats - 
werestrue or false. H--w would a.sertoace upan such am. 
information affect an individual with nesj-ect to the severe 
necessity he was pat .to af finding security.ter his good - 
behaviour for five years after Lis imprixqnmcal came ta, 
anend? How difficult might it be to procure securities , 
when ill behaviour was so loosely defined in tha, informps:. ; 
tion ? Might it pot operate as a kind.of perpetual ye.) 
prisonpment? A man could hardly, garry.op such 99.96 : 
cupation as that pursued by these pariies, with the, Icast. 
safety, if he were liable to be accuse] of misbehayioyr fof 
merely commenting on the conduct of. a court of justice, - 
He.concluded with a forcible and, eloquent appeal to, their . 
Jordships, who, he trusted, would not encourage or sang; 
tion a practice that in worse times waa cqnsidered se apy~ 
pressive and unconstitutional, but which, peculiarly wader, . 
he milder reigas of the House of Brunswick, ought aot {q. : 
be allowed. ” ; 1 ee ae 
The Attorngy Gencral replied to Mr, Clifford, pnd cone - 
tended lhat the judges. bad dove nothjng but what thelay, ., 
of the,Jand fully cnabled them to do,.and justified, them. ; 
in doihg.. He was almost surprized to find that apy, tex$-. 
writer had thought it necessary to declare that.ibey had - 
- sucha righ! ; yet, however, he found -it distinctly, stated, 
in Hawkin’s Pleas to the Crown (from which .he read an... 
extract) that the Court of King’s Beagh could send eithex... 
to their own prison or to auy other, prison, in .England.... 
Indeed this was the law and the comman sense of the case. 
Ihe court of King’s Bench was the chicf anid presiding crix. 
final court in the kingdom, and was ‘not confined, afige: 
the manner of some inferior county courts. . He then proe 
duced a great number of instances to prove, that persons 
“were punished by.imprisoument in a disttict or county 
distant froma that in which {he court sat oy the offence was 
committed. In some cases, persons who had committed 
crimes in: plites as reefs as Semessetshire, and. Devon- 
shire were imprisoned in Newgate, in the city of London. : 
In.othet chsea, sentenced of yilkory: and pwhlic whippiny 
were executed in two ontbree*plactss:aé for insianoe, at: 
‘Westthinster, the Royal Exchange, aad ka Sonthwark, : . 
allan diferent districts...’ As. to. the: insisting om skcurily 
Yor good behaviour, it: was: -codstant practite towards: : 
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libeHurs, ‘und: eonid net merit the appellation of perpetual ° 
imprisonment’; ‘fot ifthe party. could not get a security, 
hé was, at the ‘end of those five years, free, there being 
then nethidg on which the question Could attach. But, 
if otherwise, ‘it was too much to say that there was o 
pressfet.' No: it was the man’s own fault, if his friends 
were sb fearfal of his again committing the offence for © 
wie’ he had: stffered the merited punishment of the law, © 
thut'they' would run no risk to procure ‘him his liberty. — 
He was confident of the legality of the sentence, and: fo. 
thoe lt whatever might have been said: by ‘Lord Camden 
ofthe practices in the office of a secretary of state, that his 
lots Mhip-wonld “hve talked differcntly of the décision of the 
fir coutt of ¢timinal juriyprudence. As to the objection’. 
take avainst the terms of the information, he observed 
that! theve were other extrinsic circumstances that weighed 
withthe jadyes in‘ considering their sentence. ‘The man 
hinge mitist ‘know well what was the natare of his fault, 
and! Whal' was intended by good behaviour in future. He 
had been asked questions himself often, by persons who 
wished 'to know what part of a writing intended for publi- 
edtion could be considered as libellous. If this man asked” 
thé learned gentleman such a question, he hoped he would’ 
ive ‘such an answer as he himself had done in stich eases 5 | 
thitt ‘he would decline giving bim such -information as 
mislt tedeh Him how near the wind tre coald go in the - 
wotk of Fibelling, without. coming under the arm of’ jis 
- tide. .-The Attorney General made a variety of other re-’ 
medtkk in defence ofthe sentence. ' 
"Phe Sélicitor Gonersl wae aboatio follow, when the 
Hoaso:adjourned the further heating till Fhuriday next, 
attweoctick: a 
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-The-hearing.of counsel im the dase'of Frank :versug: > 
Frank .was postponed. . apg pre att DMP cree Te! pret HLYt® 


-Seveyad private , bills were. brought.ap' frore the Howe: ! 
of Commons, .and.:read ia first times.others before? tte’ 
Hosse. were read a.seconttime..) 1.6.0.5 0 62 tana eve 
. whe Jrsh snsolveat:. debtors. bill and. the beidirdpie!: 
prapadmdat bill were seed a-sepond tings) bet ve gf 
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"Phe ohanecty regiatsy bill went thrpagh.e Gemnitien, . 
A pamber of witaemes were swern at the bar, : -_" 
Adjourned. . ; | 7 
ss HOUSE OF COMMONS | 

WEDNESDAY, MAY IY. "" ’ 


The motion for building a monument to Captain 
Bardy ; the Committee on the Irish militliman’s family 
provision bill; the Attorney-Generft’s motion for a bill 
against seditious mretiaga; the Conmmitioe an she abip 
owners’ bill; the Committee on the paupers’ bill, and cha- 
vitable donations bill, all dropt of yebterday', Were 
revived for to-morrow ; as was the second reading of Mr. ° 
Curwen’s bill, to prevent corrupt trafficking for seats fn 
Parliament. After some short conyetsation between that 
honourable member, the Chancellor of the Exchequaér, ‘Sit - 
Frantis Burdett Sir Thomas Turton, and Mr. Ponsoypby,’ 
it was understood that if any discussion on the bill shonid 
take place on the motion for the Speaker's leaving the 
chair, to go into a Committee on the bill next Firday. 
The Committeé on the place sale prevention dill was- 
ardered for to-morrow, as was that dn frish githe- 
houses, &c. — 

Mr. Madocks rose to state to the House, Ghat as'2 rus: 
moénr had gone forth that the question which be fad'thé- 
honbdur to briny forward a few nights since tespecting the 
Cheneellor of the Exchequet and Lord Castieredph, wer’ 
with the privity and at the instance of My. Quintin Dick; ' 
hd felt it his duty to state that such tumour was wrally 
unfounded ; fof that he had his inforniatfon pon thet 
subject from quite a different quarter, and that the mov 
tion was brought forward tetally without the ptivity or 
advice of Mr. Dick. . - 

Mr. Foster said, ‘ie tad tetentty tcveivett a Yetter Frovt 
Mr. Dick of whonr he was the, nearest relation in London,. 
and had been the constant intimate of his father, which 
eMér authorised him to state, ‘that the dilepetdiciit Which 
represented Lord Castlereagh as enjtihing Win ‘to reste 
his ctat th PatHathent, rat ex -Ein dte Against ttt Duke 
of ‘York, was without atiy foundation infact. “"" °° * 

The Howse then went througir ‘a Cinimittee Of . 
and a Committee of ways and means. In the hxtter Com- 
mittee the Chancellor of the Exchequer said, as he wns 
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derstood the method of raising money by lotteries was to 
be objecté to by'an honourable gentleman not now in his. 
place, the béét'way would be to altow the resolution to 
. pass now, and the discussion might -be reserved for tow 
mortow. The resolution respecting lotteries was accoyl- 
ingly passed, nth} the repost was ordered to be received 
to-morrow.—~Adjourned.. 
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Calith - , 
ade . »BHDRERAY, MAY 18, . — 
WMT OF BRBOL IN. THE CASE OF WHITH AND HART. - 


iibet lords met at 2 o'clock, and most of the judges 
altagded.. it . | 

Sokicitar General (Six Thomas Plomer), spoke far 
about i 


” Ra ques wish mich apimation in defence of the 
right e.cauyt,of King’s Beach to pronounce such a, 
seine aed hed, done io. the case of White and Hart, 





tie aditor and printer of the weekly newspaper called the 
ladependent Whig, who had begn canvicted of a libel o 
that gouyt in the admin inistration of justice. He contend 
at thexe was ag foundation for the theory laid down by. 
eiearned gentleman (Mr. Clifford) on the other side, 
on Tuesday last, when he attempted to maintain that the 
court, of King’s Bench had soright to execute its sentence 
expept ia a gaol of the county wherein the offence wag 
wmitted,a gaol in a county .where the court actually 
sai, or their.own peculiar gaol, He reviewed the histori- 
cal part of that leayned gentleman’s speech, and examined 
his arguments as drawn from the instances of distang. 
imprisqameng in virtue of sentences passed by the court of 
star chamber. He .contraverted the. siatement that the - 
cowrt,of star chamber awed. its.abolitign io any principal 
degree to such punishments. The punishment which 
offence ta. Paxligment of ns nature, was not qne 
i sentenced to distant prisons (as they were called ) iz 
England, but, in the cases of Prynne, Rastwick, and others, 
who very sent to. the islands, of Jersey, Guerneny, and. 
Scilly. .[t was not cogrect in iHaton fact, to,aay, that 
he abolition af the, juriadintion. at that, conrt. was pming: 
tosuch causes, There. werg, other and weightier causea: 
apsigacs for thal measpres, At WAS, paint..of fact, not 
us afta wots sis at ZO ft DM ere ot or ke ae 
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the-sentences passed, but the whole, padesadings of.thet - 
eourt prexinusito the passing of sachapatenres, hatalerned 
the fears, awakened the jealousies, aud. preeused ihe vates 
of parliameat which effected is abolition. In euppee 
of his observations, be referred to -Lord Glasendopw-r 
noticed some expressions which had fallen frou (he leagned 
gentleman, respecting words usdd by Bastwick when 
undergoing his sentence ia Palace-yard, and desired to 
know by what modern lights it was discovered thet tite 
sayings of aman in Pulace-yard, addressed te the mob, 
were to be introduced by lawyers or rcosived ia a grave 
and. learned assembly as. matter of idustration, referenem, 
or precedent. He observed that the cases in which the 
- Fearned gentleman attempted to make out any thing 
his support were all anterior to. the Revetution. : 
kearned gentleman, he contended, was,’ from vations ia 
stsnces, of which he cited several from which he endte 
woused to show the weakness .of his arguments, errobeuds 
in his notions respecting ‘the ‘rigtt of the conrt of King's 
Ren-ch, even previous to the era of the Revolution.’ ‘Phere 
was uch said about good times and bad times; bat he 
short’ Uke to know into, what political dictionary he wag 
to look for a definilian of which were the good times, and | 
which were the bad times. There was alwaye enough of 
that sort of argument to be met with whenever legal pre- 
cedents were resorted to, whatever be the natare and 'nes 
éessity of the case, Coming down, hewever, to the period 
ot the Revolution, he believed it would be obvious that in 
those best times, thie mode of punishment now assertedto’ 
he illegal, was most frequently practised, and ‘yet no 
doubts had then been raised as to its propriety and its 
legality. The learned solicitor‘then asserted that in the 
times of seven chicf justices and twenfy-two judges,’ he 
had not less than twenty-one cases in point to offer to the 
notice of their lordships. “Beginning with ‘Lord ‘Chief 
Justice Holt, he continued with other instances from Lord! 
Chief Justice Parker, Lord Chief Justice Mansfield, ‘Lord 
Chief Justice Kenyon; &c.’ up ‘to the present time, during 
all which course so mahy’ excellent constitatiorjal Puisne 
judges had ako sat on the bench in that high criminat 
dontt ;'in all which ¢ases jndgment had‘ been given ahd’ 
executed wrongfully and. illegatly, if the jadcinenCin'the 
Prewntcave wereto be deemed illezal. He dwelt parti’ 
éularly: on - several individual: cases, especialy one ix 


Py 
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Mhidh e:radn ERO und sultty oF perjary: before * ‘Cont. 
enltted oF CheHieass ef Comniius on the Hibdon election, 
am) was sent to FHibden to be se? upon the pitlory if that 
phacen: wherr bin example was Hikcly to prothice the most 
bel: oferts 3 aid-amétiier, in which fer a crime corre 
‘eitend as Wated; the convicted ‘person enfferct® at Huns 








wihetony: ir fursy. He mentioned another cise of & 


wktent chives, for velich the etecutibn fost plice at St, 
Mhcenks Wuateting, Kewt, and an oll instance of a inen 
aired te Pert sheonth ‘io. be enecuted for desertion or coward 
ody bacensy Neh wasthe place whese the execution of that 
Bbatends would grotiabty be moet excmplary and benéfis 
lak. idte recited albthe caves mentioned on Pucsihty 
MerAitomoey Gonesal; and contended for the strict appt 
mabilit yof the ‘more recent Invtances. But it was not 
quemty en tirevensos he lind: citert, but on the general print 
a@igles ofthe question: that it eught to be decitied. The 


neurtotding'e:\Bench was the chicf crimiant court in the 


hiegdom.1::1$-wad so described by alb the ancient, as well 
qn. @oilore lemyers' of repute. It was so eatled by Coke, 
giho diated, its -amtiquity and ite power. It had a creat 

Lef the ancient Justiciarum Amgliee. ts jurisdiction 

salicd eapéianus and geveralis, to shew its umiversaliy - 
pad..geperal ovperiatendence. Hawkins, in his pleas of 
the ceawn {ene .of the best writers and authorities) had 
fully stated ils extensive powers. It coukd, he contended 
Seinestriated: by sone of those restrictions which confined 
the powers .of inferior county .courts. . And were the deck 
ewas of the pf sucha wourt to be treated like the 
pmatices.ef the office of a: secretary of state, and such am 
quments suppasted merely by what Lord Cowden had 
exii.of tha usage of such offices; ‘usage that had ‘never 
vafore.been made the -snbjoot ef a solevan decision in-& 
eogtt of jaw, or hy any arguments against the exploited 
aptactice of the exploded. coart of star chamber? In the 


' many rocent instances: of imprisonment te distwint jails, 
a 


was it ta he believed,. that tha pevarty of the indi 

avas She wpason that prevented. them frone trying the\metits 
of the practice. of the paiges? Had they not always sufi. 
Gent leyal.assistanae? Wag.there. a0}. a: learned! bord shien, 
af that bar of which, be. was: the great oxnament, who bad. 
60 often exerted the greciext + clauence ‘the bar ever knew, 
én defi ~ ‘OL suc indi vg Sy ald. who lg - poking 
aadode the -peaLand Lalante gabe efter i: diac would ia: 
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have left a'stone unturned on behalf of his clients, if fe 
had conceived the possibility of attacking thre ‘legality of 
‘the sentences pronounced apon them? With respect 4o 
the demand of securities for good behaviour, the -practive 
was old, and used in the begt times. It was foundett on 


.Yeason and justice. It was absurd to tatk of its operat 


asa perpetual imprisonment. The prolongation of: 

prisonment would depend on the bad: chatacter of tite 
jndividual, whose friends could not trust-to his‘ geod ‘bee 
haviour, even after the experience that had bech taupht 
him by his confinement. As to the difficulty of’ unde. 
standing what was meant by good behavidtn, he! cdtild 
not enter fully enough into the motives, views, and dik. 
positions of certain persons to understand their difficulties 


on that subject. Good behaviour was wit they ‘night 


not easily understand, andl cared Jitile to-learn. ' But they 
might easily cnough learn #.' There: wns‘ a cliapterid'an 
elementary work, (Sir William Blickstone’s) that -wedld 
explain to them what was necessary to know ort.thet ehb- 
ject. All the instances he hat! roticed were viewed by 
the other side as too recent. They must vo-up to higher 
antiquity, they mast mount up to the conquest ‘or: beyond 
that period. Every thing he and his learned friend fad 
‘to offer was too young for the moder school, they wéeld 
begin abovo. The learned gentleman must know that they 


, could not investigate acctirately the natore of the sentevice. 


The whole object of this appeal was to depreciate the sha- 
sacter of our courts. Humanitas, for that was the- same 
signed to a libellous letter in the Independent Whig; tad 
considered the popular notion concetning the ad ministra- 
tion of our laws by juries as too exalted. ‘Frese lovers 
of freedom, in their new discoveries, ‘attacked the inet{tu- 
tions best calculated to preserve it. The object -was-dnly 


_ to raise a ferment in men’s minds, to-throw diseredit wpon 


the judges of the land, and to take from our wisest esta~ 


~ plishments that public respect in which they had. Seen 
. sheld, and which they so much deserved. But the deci- 


sion of our chief courts of justice, and not the specok of a 
man toa mob in Palace-yard, would inftuence thet decree 


- . which thefr lordships, he trusted, would then; in their 
"Wisdom, give. After a nninber of other retnarks;: the hoe 


ngurable gentleman concluded. 
Mv. Clifford began his reply by animadverting' of the 


~ wa? 


_@onduct of tite Attorney and Solicitor Generat; in the'bed 


Pad 
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wnctines they had: presumed, so liberally: but so unjust! 
ad rere tart ‘i Ohad pavised, or were concerned 
ae Once Lhew OTs e present a . e 
olmanyy. toned that if was ‘lone vith any ention to 
rdepreciaia, the.character of the judges of the court of | 

. Ming’s.Bench,.at which bar he himself practised, and 
sWhese the. prasem judges, he was sure, if they had dotie 
. $F Abing An,the exercise of their judicial functions whieh 
swas,fougded,on a..mistake, would be quite as willing to 
_beactify: thas .nyinke, an bding shewn the error, as any 
thas had preceded them on that bench. He was confident 
Aeatno fax-from, this measure being considered as bearing 
fan charecten attributed .to jt, it must be seen as one which 
pane dhe. beat and frirest opportunity for bringing this 
s@teat, question, ta an issuc, by appealing to their lordshipe 
et dervien ressort. . Nothing mote was attempted to be 
Mone but what ,the law-of the land authorized, and what 
tbe apes of.the individuals required. While he should 
vifaybeay from, following the Ajtorney-General aad the Soli- 
+, @itar-Cyenoral in the fiekl of declamation and invective 
“pinta which they bad wandered, he must express, in some 
'), degaee, his gratitude to them for the greater part of the 
- -epneghes they:had delivered. They put him in mind of 
v 8-fable which was lately quoted by a -person of eminent 
abilities and. character, in noticing the speech of a learned 
pentieman jn. same other place; it was- the fable of the 
1 17066y-WhO-went into‘a field attracted by a thistle, but wha 
". \wrent Teuad and round about the thistle, fearful of touching 
. «3. : The learaed, gentlemen, ia. hike manner, went about 
nll abpyt it, but. were’extremely shy of touching on the 
rpsinciple-af.the question.then before their logdships. He 
we to me-state to their lordships, that the constitutional 
_ :pad.ipgal principle he laid down with respect tp the power 
. :af yhe-cours of King’s. Bench, was this: that they had no 
_ ytight.to.send-perons into imprisonment, in execution of 
. , sagmence pronaunced by that. conrt, except to the jajl of 
_ -Abecqunty where the offence was committed, the jail of 

+» spe oon upy. where.that..court sat, or. their own jail. 

_ ,@meintainad that no .case had been cited to destroy’ the 
... gnth-af bis.positions, The exceptions were not such ag 
eould furni-h a role. ,Hardly.a case ceuld they bring te 
ae pent om the-sabgect that.had not occurred since the Revo 
:,. tlption, and.he cantehded.that, if it. was not legal to do sp 
preyious to that event, that event could adt possibly 
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inalee tt, t¢gal.  Heihad teen ield te roe am enndbasettt 
tto:make it ideanls but be asserted tiat'the biertioa uf tte 
wubjeet depended not upon onactinehte.: ; 
ought to be produced te him to shew hin-and:theit bow - 
-ehaps that the practioe had heen rendered legnl. - ‘This 
swas the true principle of the constitution on euch subjecte. 
What he had snid of the case of :Bustwick kad been ob- 
wer ved. ‘apes with.a trinmpbant sneer, as-e foolish sayin: 
addres the penple, who-are styled by: the dearnetl 
' gentieman the wob. . But be bad.seen qaoled the: em- 
»poersion. of an ind ividaal suffering. 8 punishmerd as & ped 
yoedent ena legal opinion. He had only quoted it-ne an 
dilustration of what's was the geneml fevling iad. that tine, 
Sor it was scarcely in hamem -natave tbat Biustvick shonkl 
 -have used the expressions he did, had-they-bpen founded 
‘in falsehood, since his hearers. must have vety wall khown 
whether the practice was u new one of..ak old onséelth. 
.Bastwick, in the spirit of shese times, while he complaintit 
-af the practice of sending persons ta. distant jaild, attri. 
‘buted the origin of the practice to the Jesuits: As-te the 
zapinien of Lord Clarendon, it should be recollected, thas 
the foorth arliceof impeachment against that nadhertnt, 
stated this.as one. of his offences ;. and his londship, tong 
‘afterwatds, ia noticing this circumstance, btates,'that he 
‘thought it a hazd case for him to be chaaged and :tpicd: far 
an offence which be had: oaly been guilty ofj i coming 
«mith others of the. privy cowncil. ‘his was tthat-neble 
dord’s excuse. Reverting to the. case.of the shketition-ef 
athe star chamber, whigh was said hy. the kearsed geuthe 
man to have been cocasioned .by an ébjection 4c. thea 
proceedings, and net to thes: sentences, he showed bam 
squolation from the pasliamentary.resolutionm,, that the sem- 
.teaces, as well as the proceedings, formed: the gyoundnef 
ithe abolition ef that oppressive equrt, .The authority be 
had quoted from Lord Camden had. beem apeoned: at, the 
<emory af that learned and venerable lor deprocinted, 
‘and the hallowed precingts of the tomb vieleted -lgn vipet 
vous slander. It was ae asked, ‘W hati would Loud Geonden 
have spoken of the decisions:of Sue.courd of ding ls-Bewcl , 
4 she did of the wage of the Secsetary.of State's offionz 
! Rut the House of Loads were then. in thoisamesifes- 
na relative do that court. aa Lond Camden, when s judge, 
was to the:Secratary of State's office! W ith- rep pent de the 
liadea clestion, he stated. & question that az0ee nee peet- 


we.1§.) 3 wetter dina? : os 
tg thompayment of the'ckpenees which the sheriff refueod » 
tnd the:coart of Hieg’s Bench: coetd not: compel him’ ® 
wate then good.: He wished the learned gentlemen & 
' dook tte the: general principles of our tiws more decee 
tdtely, they wouk}see reasons fir-his view of the natere 
afhopunty! jnids, and the antharity of courts. ‘These jaits 
‘tee te county jaile; they were built, repaired, and 
tnatwtatived<t their own expences. They were obliged to 
leep-the privoners, they were tiable to fincs for offences 
eommmitied within thelr éownty limits, ‘which it was pre- 
amed they owgltte have prevented. All the jails werd 
@heking’s jails, it was perfectly ‘truc, antt so were all the 
oourtt-ef jasticv, bat yet ‘this was so, for the purposes of 
‘public beneAt and public protection, and whs limited b 
‘ew variety of restrictions, conditions, and limitations. Alf 
‘the ‘high roads; in‘the same way; were the king’s roads, 
(thearh mach of these might ‘be private property); bet 
they .wore the king’s, for the convenience and protection of 
3 im ‘passing from place to place. ‘The cases of 
det prisdament or execution in the city of London, put 
maint te sentences passod in Westminster, presented no 
@ifficulty, sitiee in fact, the sheriffs of London were shetiiis 
bi lene, atid the prison of Newzate: was the prison _ 
< ‘both. ' The tcarned gentleman went throagh a wide 
Hhekt of avguritent and-iliustration in sap the prin- 
‘wighes which he had asserted, but which ‘our limits will. 
“wot permit us‘to detail. He shewed the hardshfps of the 
practice of retfulking sureties for a length of (ime after thé 
tration of imptisonment. He quoted’ the declaration 
ofthe bil-of rights ‘against ‘excessive bail, and untsual 
and cruel punishments, and concluded, after a variety uf 
other observations, a ‘very argumentative and ingeniors . 
h by protesting against the imputation of evil de- 
Shean tin: hie ‘cave’ an@ deprecatine stich insinuations 
apainet the people of tilis country. — 
‘Phe counsel having teft- the bar, ‘the Lord ChanceHor 
gene, and brieRy stated that he had no doabt on his mind | 
respecting this‘qnestion: Important as it' was, ‘it was riot 
wttended with much difficulty. t was his intention: to 
‘move a question to be put to the learned judges upon the 
gadject. ‘His lordship then -moved' ‘that a question be re- 
Served to the judges for Uicir opinion, ‘* whether the court 
0 King’s ‘Berth couté send any person convicted in thikir 
deegtnt Wesirhiaiter to uny jail in England’ >< 


406. tae ratuiaaenrany azcteree, °ftoney 
. Karl Stanhope objected ta. the. pape bei oe | 
question. His lordabip Jamented. tha} he. had aat.bees 

ut at the Seth hee of this canse..op Tuegpye 
i consequence of whi¢h hes 


yld (size BaiVoLe-enithe 
. gubject,.as he had nat beard @ ihe segnanpe. Ba he 


/ 


»{ Aaa 
expressed his .astapishmemt at the langpage, he had, hess 
that night at the bar from jhe Solicitor Gone al (for } 
be bad a high personal respect) ,impating, bed petines, 
the other side. _ His loxdshiy mentioned, L epsae,. 
punishment of recent date which he thanght comaaratavely 
slight; one particularly, a case..of perurys. ane Hg 
most dangerous of crimes to sociely) Wbigh an 
punished by three months imprisonment, bese wap 
another (as quoted by the. Sulichtoregenete) ob PAB.CARy 
victed of an attempt to blow up the King’s, DKISQS, 


. @crime which jnovolyed an. atéemps, at. Way af 


many murders, and yet only ppnished with taser penny 
imprisonment, and no after security. required,,. JLab, thpig 
Jordships compare these with jhe ,crime.aad 
of these poor printera,, He thought the, courte: sheng 
have some better scale and measure for the »pamiahmentp 
they inflicted on crimes so different in degues. . 1.1409 
Lhe Lord Chancellor opsexved that the crime, as it ape 
peared on the face. of the. matter on which shage two priaag- 
ers were conwicteds, was one. of the most dangeroua-de- 
scription, He refgyred to sevexal instances of puaishenip 
early afier the Revolutiun, far libels, and shewed phat pair 
nishments in such cases of lattpr times wore, comparatively 
speaking, far from beipg-sgvere, His lordship, cafes sora 
fartber observation, amended the question; ta,tha.follese 
yng + ffect : Lo, rope daw tad fe 
. *° That ithe referred to the .jyudgea to, know ait .amin 
anion whether the court of King’s Bench,,ja the eae piithe- 
¢onviction of a person at, Westminster, ca, RON: 
such person to any priggn..in England, other. thaa-,tha 
prison belonging to the court, the..coupty prison, where 
the offence was, committed, or. {hat where cha const held 


-jlg sittings ?. And, alse to know. whether auretien fone mame 


sonable time, for the good behaviour o snch pecean, cael 
be legally required ?”’ Sgn gk 
On the question being handed to the judges, their lord- 
ships’, the judges’, opinion was delivered to the Honse by 
Sir James Mansfield, Lord Chief Justice of the Common 
Pleas, His lordship began by observing, that it was now 


way l&) _waiToresnon. = OT 
fh? Sears side hé had’ been made a member of the pro- 
feasion Of the fa, and fe ‘had ever darine’ all that time 
Goubted oF heatll a doubt started of the right of the contt 
of King’s Berich: now called in question. Many cases 
Wad tren dite? Which it was not his intention, or that of 
‘Btothersfo‘enter into. -A safficient number of insfances 
bin-gndient-and in’ modern ‘times, had been shewn to 
prectice. ‘The temoval of persons’ from their 
efds' by Mrprisonment was often unavoidable, and might 
tirin cittrer' of tHe cases specifiett. - The judzes had no 
Wout whatéver win ' the authority of the court to send 
#'to prions tn Enigtand,' other ‘than ‘those specified 
the. qiivstidn referred fo them. As to the second point 
they were equally of opinion unanimmonsly, that the coart 
Puesessld &ufhbrity legally to’ reqaire such sureties for s 
gash é.-' mr” 
15 Disvd -Byikite could ‘not ‘act’ so unmanly a part as té 
even Firing his opinion. He considered. the appest by 
Wott! of -trrot “lisa grand proof of the excellence of out 
ton,’ Which in so many ways provided checks 
the constituted’ authorities of the land: The casd 
3 taw- hail béen ‘brought as near perfection, as was 
perhaps, possiile’:: though, in earlter life, he did not think 
Bas the practice ‘of the courts was right and legal in some 
“pomts, yet he-lived to see it remedied. He could not 
‘pretend wenterinto the merits of the “particular case of 
PUrtishment, as that was not before him, though he must 
Way that 16 was-a-sitange thing to be forward in condemn- 
ing an‘eequittifig jury. He had ‘not been so long in the 
fession ag the venerable jadge who had just delivered 
@'opinion of the’ Bench ; but he -had never éntertained 
a doubt of the power of the court of King’s Bench upon 
‘this point.’ Mad he ‘even done so, he shoul! most cer- 
Riirty fiive'availed himself of many opportunities in his — 
‘professional practice for the sake of those clients who had 
put Chemsttves under his protection to bring the question 
ya sdionin.disewssion. 8 DO 
’ Aflera few witds from ‘the ‘Lord Chanéullor; his lord. 






‘ship put tte quesfion, md the jadgrent of the court of 
Ping'es Benult wes unetimoualy dtiseser ES 

Adjourned. . | ; rn ae " i De | 
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MORUMENET. 2O,CAPTAIN BARDINGB,, < --- Vitt» 
. Mr. Ward rove to bring forward-tln protien mation, 
eviously to which be: teaved that the ntttaterhe-retd 
m the jonsnale ef the proceedings in March 1166, wpint 
a motion for erecting & monument ta: Captain Favivnen, 
who gallantly fell in an action with the: thauP rene 
frigate, and from which it appeared thatititedédwse tS 
yegatived the motion, as‘ ujon ‘the sreandhofthat pares 
eular action in whieh that gallant officor lost: his ihitey: iret 
agree to an 'amendmentapproving the monn mt at ta soup 
sideration of Gaptain -Faulkoer’s. gallant:services in-geasd 
ral, and particularly in the expeditions against dad 
and Martinique. Mr, Wartk thén a idtogives dorhument ( 
a task by which he might be thougit, in doigg) jastice 
the memory ofa gallant officer so. justly slévated:mu the . 
annals of his country, to do-seme henvunts himsetf:;! bat 
he claimed no other meérit fr, a ‘service. se) gical ta lie 
own heast,; than that of doing a duty. which in thc station 
he held devolved upon him adventitiously.. dt was.mue 
necessary. for bunt detain the attention of the Howe hy 
a flourishing: exovdium. er. lesoured -panegyte on -tieg 
llant officer. .n fact, sach wes the: bribiant canter be 
d run in his.short but givrious life, that dé tle more .2ins 
‘necessary. to the illustration -af. his clarmcter anc.dte ope 
vices to bis.cooniay thait.a mere brief and. carsary -sletenk 
ef the most preminent of thoseserviows. The Gruiaignal 
action which challenged for him tbe notions ef haweaathyr 
was the seige of Aore, where -he had: the henpes to.enmp 
mence his: emipent.sersices under the gallant Sir tadney 
Smith. The ship.on boned af wheich.-he: adted-ag lions 
tenant, was. blewn-ap:; his captain and dhe sraster part 
of the officers nad crew killed. He: nent. cornea sade) 
gun-boat on the coast of Egypt, and. aignaliand. bi 
go eminently as te obtain the! prese aud admiration of his 
‘commandiag-officet, aud wes. bonoused.by.2 geld, medal. 
He was afterwards psomoléd todhe aammaadal she Terror 
bomb, in which be eminently. sigualised himself by.ihe 
bombardment of Granville, on the cuast of France, m 
which service most of hie-ctew- were. killed, and the yeasel 
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' go shattered, iat the beeame unfit for serviee. Captain - 


Hardinge’s condact on this occasion was such as to obtain 
the highest 
Jawes Sauniatez. He was next traiskrred to the com- 
yaand afthe Scerpice sloop, in whict', amongst a variety 
of eminent services, he performed another. achievement 
which proved him, theagh a boy ie years, a veleran if 
yalowr. ‘[t was the cutting out of the Atalanta brig, on 
the coast of Holland, where he kad to sustsin the attack of 
that and snother brig, each of mach. superior force to the 
wessel he commanded) notwithstanding which, aficr long 
faaintaining an tinequal conflict, he made one of them his 
iac. The gallantry of this conquest was greatly en 
paced: by the circumstance of the attack having beca 
madé in boats, a-service of peculiar risk and danger, and 
for which none but British seamen were fit. Of these he 
had but 60, while the enemy’s ship he captured wag 
wianned with 260. In this enterprize, he was accompar 
nied by the gallant Captaia Parry, to whose valour Captaixz 
Hardinge, in bis dispatch, paid the highest cncomium ¢ 
though, in the epirit.of true bravery, he was perfecily 
silent as to himself. He paid alse the higtest encomiure 
te the valoor and iatsepidity of the Dutch Captaia, whe 


was killed in the action ; and néver afterwards did he speak 
- ef this circumstance but with teats. ‘Ihe last seryice in | 


which this gallant officer was engaged was. with the St, 


Fierenzo, under Sir Edward Peilew, in the Indian Seas, - 


where the cneniy had a-number of peculiarly stout frigates 


. more numcrous in gane and heavier in metal than asual, 
' fn which they committed.the greatest deprtedations on. our 


trade, and awaited our homeward bound ships. Here it 
_qas the fortune of the gallant Captein Hardinge, in-his 
frigate St. Fiorenzo, ef only 38 gins and 150 men, to fll 
in with the French frigate La Piedmontese, of 50 gans, 


matned with 366 men, Firoach and Lascars 3 amd after | 


three successive loug and bloady engagements; forighs on 
three successive days, he- gtorioasty tell.on the third day 
almost in the moment of victary for the action was aebly 
maintained ander Lieatenant : 

mand, the enemy’s frigate captured, and brought bo ¢ 
British pott. The howenrable eweber thea retd sevend 


&. - Vincent, Admiral Tyler, Sir James Saumarea, and 
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commendation in the official dispatches of Sir. 


e 


weon, his second in comb 


21000 tat: vadtaxwenrahy wicrirex: (°° Tdi. 
- other whnivals,; and Geticral - (iritiant at'tuin . Beall 
the highest. testimony to the clratatter Cant! honour: ¢ 
‘Captain Hardinge, and stated that ut Bombay nh sdbsérip- 
tion. of 3000/. was vaided ander the nuspicds df'Sir Jamez 
. Macintosh; to eree®thini' #' monamedt ; ‘which “He truste 
would operate us -a‘ stimulds to the pererosity atidd gras 
tituds of his comntry. - The honourable member theh.db- 
wrved; he was aware there ntight be ‘some @ifference c 
‘Opinion as‘to the propriety of votihg't Indhidént fo! Cap. 
taint Hurdinge for-a victory th: itseff not of that préat‘na- 
tiomel eonsequénee for which monutnetifs are Ybually Voted , 
Ho trusted however titat the victory Was of a nathre—, 
the intatance of vatour ‘and imtrepidity sb extfaottlinary,, 
as to draw a peculiar line of distin¢tron ‘on Captaln .. 
dingeé’s case.” He concluded By moving ap adiitess Yo fy. 
majesty, praying that he would’ be graclonsly Pitas fo ; 
give directions that 2 montment be etected: to thé '‘tnemary ' 
‘of Captain Nictiolas Hardinge, for his eminent str yices A 
his country, during his short but gultant life, byt parli- 
cularly in the Indian seas, in Match 1808, wep he. 
loriously, after three successive’ actions with a ‘French 
rigate of superior force, Za Ptéedmbntese,’ which veg, 
taken fromthe eneniy ;' and that this House will nike , 
the same. v3 ‘ cai 
- Mr. Windham 'fett himself under the necessily, however 
retirctantly, of opposing this motion; because, if once the , 
principle were to grow into practice’of voting a pone 
ment to every officer, whose valour might tend to a fosa pf 
his lifeiw actions with single’ ships or frigates, not on r 
would the claims upon the country become innumerah ad 
(such was the prominent valour of out naval officers)y, but 
the thing from its éncy would cease ‘to be, R ati 
now is, an honoutsble distinction, the very rarity, of which .. 
cotttituted ‘its chitf-value, - Phis was not thé kind of cage. . 
in'which ‘the country had‘ been*accustomied ta vote’ monu- | 
ments; it was not that great and. signal victory of vast. na- 
tional tm portance; by which’the gratitude and thé, enthy; , 
siasm of the cquntry were. wound up to ‘such a’pitch, as ip | 
fact:to rtin before the House in the wish of distingiispang « 
the'meinory of the feceased. 
Lard Cistlerbhgh-agréed th the “prlnclpté 14id down ” 
by the right honourable gentleman ; bat stiff thonzht the 
case of Captain Hardinge was so peculiar as to draw a 
marked line of distinction, and reduce the precedent toso 
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ne harroeenng no.danger'of tha consquedes 
apareoel by the yight. honourable gentleman. Sinde 
year, 176), Uiqne. qocumred in. the naval annils. of this 
CONNWY three similar. instaneps. 
» ur, cae apagerre in the emnicel mation, ant 
though round for disagreeably sen~ 
ali ea ga ach a Consesucnce as-‘tha¢ 


ing distanct ocders of honour im’ 


ee ee: 





a th, was not now, ip operation. 
1am: "aupporied th eamation.  - 


rtyat oppesed.it:; : 
Ty hae thou ght. ‘the value of monuments would he 





emary of brave men cauk! be. ina 
telity he moyed the previous question, by way.of shew- 


liegative e,.hoped he preeat iodivideal pase 


4 


¥ wits ruth Giminisbedl, ifthey were theonly.means by which ‘ 
t dawn.to pbs - 


wee he he honed is the gencoul Principle; bntif that: 


no isscnting, voica would be, found oy: 


Lang suppoxted the original motions =. ° | “ 


‘A fr. Cyrwen thought it. would be cruel to slop the" 
ioe, jn this partiqulgr case. Then ct of the country 
to. their mmgmerigs aes the only raw ‘ which the brave 
men a fell, in tad efenee cpuld. receive. 7 


d pat.conceive. re-by the ‘present. vote, that | 


arranged, digested, and every thing | 
sien re lale.tig tight honourable. friend (Mr. ary, | 


- 
e 


nin devid of: fhe ‘napa would: be atall diminished. -He - 
thought. the } mang ment ought..to. be yoted, _and that uae — 


| animously. and 1 nourably, +. 


bose, his. testimony to the particular : 
cin of Cap hom rdinges, .; 

Aftey a_fe a nas from Sic, Cc, ‘Pole. Mr. Palmer, and -, 
Mr. Whitbr he previous 1g fam was negatived. > 
Withopt 9 division, ae he ols the smonwarent Was 
cart}ed NEM COMs «4 : . ath. 


, . of ie ge 
R weeny my " T, ol gn tye » ° RP 40@; oS fa, . e» . 


e 
* t. : - . ‘ a 8 , ef et 
Re u’ 3 a. wre afew a . $° . Phan wae aoe ’ e , . { @ ficmt a es .” mas.d ie of 
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Ms. THE prekscweune: nn =|.“ Eends 
Yo ate 7" "te ta Peta, ova ees mat 


> ae, 
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a * ed at.same. length 
lato staading .oxder. .ef.. the lords; which-enac 
g0 divorce bill should be brought into their House wiflee 
nat: pasidcplerclausel; {Ebisqras;in his episiiod|'a difect 
inffinge meat urpen. the privileges of: dhe other’ -branchioF 
the legislatuya, and ought to be cansidered. as an inenlt ley. 
the Commons, They-did vot dase to tliir . yelin- 
féple ia a‘publio shape, in which way! it. hed: besmntkeion 
rejected + bet dried to. tack: it ia-an-u bhaaw 
nex to. a private bill, Jt waahis desine that: the Houke of 
"Trande with, thi particular tpéciBostian Ini Bat 
“the: Lords with this particular, ification: ini: &, 
pe meet the genetal principle itself by: coms: ' 
utionary, but temperate meadures. . Wht wotldivhe 
rds think if the Caramons attempted ta tack somensensr 
sure of rezylation to one of the maney bills, which\alwhys 
priginated in the. Commens,. but - were; supposed ite! bds 
money bills anincumbered by any otben matter 2. -“Wikyy. 
they would. of equrse coesider, it..as- an inom, nant tnloy’> 
: the Commons, in tieks similar instande, sea thd basd 
ip a different paint: of wiew. As‘ to the -mosah-question 
upon which that iarder:was founded, he weald- ndt did-: 
cps4 iL gew ; and an be could anticipate no abjecti@n ithe 
raotion whicli-he. meant te submit; he. woetild. comtest teins) 
self for the! pxegent by. simply. condluding, with: it.o-hhar 


moved, “ That a Commi ‘shoul bea ppaintediiastcargin 
en 





the journals of the Honse of. Larda y prdoeddi og in 
the prenent. Perllapent, rdlatiye: to o slemling: ender ort! 
the subject of divorce bills.” re Wer Le ere 


The Changelog of the Hachoguer capld not sec bysthy 
ppesible canstiuction how the efanding brden adapted by: 
the Lords trenched in the slightest: degree upod the pri- 
vileges of the Commons. The noble Jor eeemed to wish 
to deprive.the Lords of the power of tacking uny clause tq 
a-bill of their owas tecauss the. Commons Wad formerly 
rejected one to that effect. He thought at alkevents, even if 
the Commons dif take dny unibrage at the conduct of the 
Lords (éor which be ocoitd sde: na ground), thes: kSt play 
would-be te take:nd notice of & anti. they saw:(& exem~ 
plified in..some particular bith... Fhe only! questiqn dme,! 
whether: the Lords trenched. the:i privileges of:.thiq: 
‘Cammoys, sand ia his qpinion: ta¢y did pat... #2 65s? 


wes.18.]  ooterticcespor'aarayt.  « 2 
Mr. Ponsonby supported the. motion, and could not 
help considering the Ponte as attempting to infringe on the 
priv. pefitee Comrnors, and trying to intposcion them 
- dveof legislution easbodied in'a pavticular 
gue T° ter - es _ . rr a 


WRinditam sto sepported the :motion, becanée ‘i 
Went merely 40 irfquite as to the standing order of the’ 
yet ds, which tobe kuown, ‘must:he inquired inte. 

' elie. Di Bathor¢ thought the Lords themsebves woatd! 
expeticave' the! only dificulty by. their order, ‘becadse 
would for: the Céonimons'to stad back the firet bill,’ 
tab dime 'td-thom with the objectionuble clagse, aad: 
Gens redude them to {se dilemma of wnjastly hurting the 
Padiyidual invwhobe behaif'it might be, ot of sacrificing’ 
thetr. obrromiousydetetm vation. ns 


3 


“MEW Wyane, and Sie 8, Romilly, sipported the, 


‘2 Afes HT. Smith dbserved, that if the standing order of 
the Inds way right, that House ought to cadeavour fo- 
dgtintlates its'' standing orders to it; if wrong, that it' 
sheuldendesvour te persuade the Lords to repeal the otder. ' 
At all events, -he shoald vote for the motion of the ‘nobie- 
lowd;. im order thrat the House aight be abic'to aavettain 
what. the standing order of the House’ of Lowdh was:' -' 
air B.' Brown doelared his'dpiniod te be ia favour of 
the erder'af thé Heuseof Lords, bevause eth House had” 
urijuestionably a: right: to make standing syders, fut the 
régulation of them reepoctive proccedinys. _ 

rilfr. Barkam gece in support ofthe motion, because 
the stinding.drder of the Lorile would trench pen the 
privileges of that House. me = _ 

i iksted ‘eshost !veply from Lord Porchester, and a véry 
few words font Mr. G: Jehnstbne, a division took place, 









as. 


vied: upthemetion’ + ~o 8 4 + fe 


Ayo 3! Wegaimstit) (one bl ee ee OT 
To 
(iu -.Majority:againétt theanotiqn © 24 © 

{ lite f > mo woe yd ‘ ; ; ‘ $ 

sil ty, -QOLONEL GORDON'R GRANTS 


Sty Oswald Mosely wished ta békim qdestion of dhe right 
-hononsabdle .gcntienha: opposite (the Ghaseellor of the 
Eachequer):. whether, uccosdiig. to. bis.:statemont ‘ont''a 

» formannigkt| he: hadi andpavouded:to -perstado Coldnel 
Gerdon to give ep bis ‘bargain fyr thé nods.at Chelsea. 


Ashe intended (0 leave town tosmorréw; He wishe 
mede eay..upon,tbe:enbjpet before’ he shoirkl. 20 into thé 
equatry. . - ee 

. The Chanegilar o the Exchequer observed, that all lig 

had siated on the formcr’ occasion was, that; if upon ie 
ference. fo the board, it-shdudd appear taat:the whol’ 

the.land wns. necessary for:the. hes pital the would uppiy yal 

Golone! Gordon in ordes to induce. Rim to: give op’ bia? 
oguifable intcrest shexcia..: But he had Not yet mite thy 
application te thet.efect. 0 ae ee y , 


, THIRD REPORT OF THE FINANGE COMMITZAR. «Vi. 
Mr. H. Martin observed, that.:itwas:ndt t& withinid- 
few hours, tbat he bed: lesdned that it:mde intendidlig? 
negative his resolutions, for the purposd of: eubudidbidity!! 
| Others iu their place., He trasted that.the Chanveltti: ofthe 
Exchequer would act by the House with Got saree eeTatie 
and fairness as he had donc, by meving: hisresobulichs pre’! 
Jorma, with a view to their beg printed j and. then ty apt -_ | 


414 THE.PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER. | | free 
‘ y to it 


iat some fature day, suppose: Tuesds ‘be ‘nnig tt, fs th 
consideration of the (wo sets of resolutions. Woe bee A) 
The Chauecllor. of the Exchequer-replied, that whut the'-° 
honourable gentleman had said might leave an im ow” 
in the House, as if the resolutions he meantto prop be wens 
at yariance with. those of the henourable genilomed... Bér'™ 
his own part,, he had no wish to bring on bis resotdafions': 
to-morrow, but that ke conccivedl the honourable pen. 
tleman’ must have couceived that these resolations RE, 1 
calcylated solely, for explaining. his own ‘views, nd di ; 
veloping his own conceptions in detail with respect: ts thes 
report. He had ho objection to the: coutse proposed by 
the honourable gentleman, —- / eR 
r, Horner gave notice of his intentian tc move # ¥eso~ « ° 
lution founded on the repost, which intention -he should- 
adhere to, notwithstanding the course ‘proposed to- be pur- 
sued by, the Chancellas ofthe Exchequer. - 
| BILE FOR PREVENTING SEDITIOUS MEBTINGS... ~ -._ - 
The Altorney General, Pursuant to-notioe, rose:ta move’ > 
for leave to bring in a bill to amend the act of the 39th of 
the King, for provehttue seditious Wicttings. '’ The act of. - 
the 26th af the King, which kad expi red, -required; Lbat - 
honses whiere meetings were held for cascussing: parkicnlak 


subjects therein speeifieds should be licenged an ‘declared? _ 


‘ 


a = 


sad 


ay Cie ide Oe Re ae 


yen ae 
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that houses, hese euch -ciedtings werd hekl ‘withont’ He 
cence, were disorderly, and liable to such punishment’? 

ney: hamses. The act of the Sothrof the King visa, 


uared, teences for such howses, without specifyiny thi 
) wet Giacession, and declated: aay ut specifying the 
fete 
reyes 


Mr... Porsbily dcthirdd, that tie did not understand the 
objaga:af the shonourable gentleman, ‘and wished hin to 
exphhia more clearly what be bad in view to accomplish by” 
the bil}:he\movedfor,  ; 67 | 
dhe Attorney Ceseral restatetl, that by the 36th of the | 
Kjngt i bouses for delvating socicties, where money was * 

ak the dears, and specified swhjects discassed, should 
haye ligences,! and declared houses not having licentes fot: 
such pirpedses; to bedisorderty. The eet ofthe 39th, with- 
out stating the subjects, reqnited ticence for -hoases where 
deflating socdebies were held, ahd-mondy taken‘at the doorg, _ 
ie ad all other houses where such 'debdting societies 
were, beld withoat sach licences disorderly, as-withln the | 
meaning ef ihe 36th of Geo. 147. 44 doubts'liaul'a risen about 
the copstxuction‘of .these-words, his ‘object Was ‘ti-répeal - 
these. wopds, xeferring, to the B6th of the King, ahdtoleive  . 
the 30h as is would. be without these words. 8” 

r.: Whitbread wmald dave: an opportunity, On' fle se. 
cond reading, of stating. iris opinion of the bill: At thd © 
sarge! time be .must abserve, that he thought the honour- — 
able gentleman must have some cases‘to wate tothe Mouse | 
as the ground,.of chis: motion, or he woald not, oftér thd 
lapse. often ‘years, touch so delicate a question. | He did 
not wean te dissent from the motion for bringing im the - 
bill; but he begged not to be underwtood'as precluded 'by * 
that from opposing the measure in any future stage,, if it 
should appear fd him to be ‘objectionable. Leave was thea. 
gives to-bsing in the bill. ene . . oe 

+ et Se gs ee Cee on © 2 as ome at pene , . 
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Mr. Curmen, moved: the stcohd ‘réadiay: of the dents fr’ 
peryem a) | Ss Pee A A a " ; 

he. bill: wha seady:thdn-vdald eeqdnd Pihé, and -On'the '” 
question that it be commitied, 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer stated, that lie 

it right to take that opportunity of mentioning to the ho- 
pourable gentleman, and to the House, the objections which 
pressed upon his mind as to this bill. He sboufd not su 
that these objeciions might not be obviated ; but he felt 
desirable to state them in that instance, iu order to give 
gontiemen an opportunity of turning them in their minds, 
with a view to obviate them if possible. His first objece 
tion applied to the maaner in which the bill deectibed the 
offence ; his next objection was, to the manner in which the 
offerrce was to be punished; and his third objectian was 
against the manner, in which, by a precautionary provie 
sion, it was proposed to prevent the recurrence of ( 
offence. If the bill were to pass in its then-form, it would 
eontprehend a variety both of acts and conduct, which he 
was persuaded had never been in contemplation of the 
honourable framer. It would apply not only to the sale 
of seats in that House, but ‘to the of property or inte- 
rests, which might give influeyce in the return of membets 
to that House. If this bill were ta pass, no burgage tegures 
could be sold, nor any property that would carry with it: 
influence at un election, without incurring the penalties 
of the bill. This was an insurmountablé objection to it 
in its present form. Besides, it would act prospectively and 
retrospectively, directly and indirectly, so that no man 
who bad a voteat an election, could at any time receive a 
favour from a member. This was an operation of the hill, 
which he was convinced had never entered into the mind of 
the honourable gentleman. He had himself turned hi 
thaughta to the bill, and discovered difficalties which cou 
not be obviated without getting rid of several clauses which 
the honourable member wished to retain. It was nat a 
satisfactory answer to say that a jury would not construe 
the act. to.extend to such cases as were not obviously 
intended ta bias the particular election. The House 
should not leave that toa jury to decide, and besides it 
pas highly objectionable to legislate penalty without « 
. precise and definite exactment. With respect to the man- 
ner in which the punishment was to be regulated, he could 
-not conceive, ‘until the blanks.shonld be filled up, how — 
- tliat was to be ecttled ; whether the question was to bevent 
- to the courts of law,. withont any limitation of time, apd 

aot rderred to a Commeiltecof that Hoase. But hedoubt- — 
ed, whether that House would conagt, wader any cit- 
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eanistances, to eoninkt qresttons bf dikt déeription cone 
xeetntng (hd sulidityof sents within 'tesvalle, ie the forte 
ction df the cots of common Tew. . His next objection 
twas to the onth. ‘1fan aath was tobe introdaced, it ought 
‘to'be précike, so That what trembers were to swear shoul 
be cleatly and distinctly known, and he was sure the Hou 
dwoall ‘not akmit any other form -into the bill. at 
‘would have been the sitaation of members under the treaé- 
Map wet, #f there had been such an oath as firt propesed 
4b) this billy when what oné Committee decided not to be. 
‘offence azalist the at, another Committee declared to te 
‘av offeace, so that if-the oath were td have been im posi, 
the samé act would in- one case: prove perjury, which th 
iNviother would be wirolly innocent.’ He had thought ‘tt 
- finoambent'tipor bira tostate-these objections to the Housed, 
‘not with any'ides ‘of: giving opposition to the bill, but far 
“the purpose of viving gentlemen an oppertanity of obviat- 
dap them! if possible. *~ een | 
« Wty. Chefeien congritulated, the House that the objec- 
hee? bfthé tigit honowrable gentleman was not. to tite 





mach to set-that House right with the pablic, as (o shew 


t . 


“thit no ‘persoh# cotid get’ improperly into it. if: Parlia- 


_Awitkodt. Weh abases were proved to'exist, it woultl 
ecieect 








al My 
rise 





“GE this bill, thoek he 
- Vou. 111, 1809, , 
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AIG 0s --_s FHE PARLIAMENTARY Beetetar. [eom. 
would not admit duet Putkamat hed leet the capMdeses: 
of the, public, at deastnf the, thinking: part of the peblaos 
and he-did net.allow, that. (haqosmuptiogn alladad cedyvitia: 
honourable fried. existed, at aug Tale, oak ia.theseneiin 

which his hon, friend: paid shay.@ acana ay i 
te protest against the harangue, off bis hanounsble fend, : 

to lay wa: hisclaina to, an. ma lotlerarh anerstae Of: hie: 
judgment upon the merits of his bill. : 

1 Ar. rst.thongbs, that shea. the House. havhagased 

to the.cecond ¥ ing, it sanctioned the, priacipha of the- 
bill ; and that chey-had a right to kaow.from, his sight hee: 
nagrable frieads, whetber they thepghttheah barn Propane 
to be remedied by his bill were auph ap-oughs, lenae: cert 
regted. He considered (he House.as, plaged ing situation 
in which it had never been befure. It waa new te Poalian: 
-ment to have dhe praqtioas proposed to.be corrected by this 
bill admitted within that House. . This bill, waa metso ine: 
terfere with the sale of property. ; neithey would it touch; 
in the remologt degree, ihe qnestian respeciing a i 
vepreseptation in that Home. It wag 
Yect an. evil acknowledged toexist, and upon high Sn 
_Spuse bad aright to orm an opinion! frem his m e 
ministers. As te the first objection of his right hangy 
friend, it males be.got over by leaving out a few-marda: 
The other iaus alae, he was of opinion, avs Pagel 
rid of in the Comatities. 

. Mr. Dennis Browne was of opinion that-Parli igmaent. ‘hed. 
not lost the confidence of the public; and if it. hag, Abia 
mall was not calculated to retrieve it, for. it. had.got wpek 

wo Kishor of the Solon and Togcurgus of toatiraem 
nghor. 





_ late debates, he might have learned what-was the feel i. 
_ the public wit Kespact to the. votes of that yee, Jat ke 


‘Loan tO+HE pave Mieaexy oF pombHeRL:: a 


"the bhouse.then Pracrade to tale into ves 
repo of be Commitee of 8 pply.. teen te phber tool 
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mv} . Bowe tetfan reine: weerm.- 4° 

- Gwtige -qadstion fer agreeing with: the »Comnatttes on: 
the ‘vole of G00,0000. tothe Prince Regent of Portugal; 

‘Ain, Whitbvead said, that when it was’ etated that this 
atime was wdvidded to‘ the Prince’ Regent by the wey of. 
lotin, be doletd noth void expreding ‘his opintod, thut we: 
wonlldmovee: lien triere ‘of either the principal or. the i itne’ 

«Fike Cihahnvelor of the: Brehequer replied,. that \be “did. 
rit thins it-wetesenty' to argue the question ‘An ite ‘present’ 
stege} pat 44: wes his'fell conviction: that both the -prins* 
clad quid) thie interest were seenre.: Bhat’ ‘a wel, te ifr. 
Whitbread; aerawilte House.) 

a Phas! the £ttebOhution Of the Committee ‘was, sfor a Toa in 
the wat of Mttery 2! i 4: y 
ai Wired said, “dont be felt it hie daty to oppoie 
the hdoid-ttadinig: of this resolition, und efen'to take! 
thd Metis GP ENe Hotise upon it; a Committee had beef - 
pee H& consices the sisbject; and -after a inborieus’. 

théir' report had: Been unfavourable. ‘Where! 
wel atrlaryuinent advasiced on ‘the’ other side, that su 
wat'the ‘spirit of gambling ‘existiag in-the country,’ tha 
whither Parlininent sanétioned ‘it ‘or not, ie nrust:- prodwee? 


«thie effect complained of. For hits pitt; ‘hie thought tliat’ 


de Sit‘es: this epirtt of ‘gambling: was Hreétetl to! lotteries, 
ent could easily devise a festiei#y) ‘as they them 
s‘were-the cause'of the misthich . Itwastite govern. 
Wicht theméelyes Who encouraged the spivit of ‘adtentire 


i Totleties, ‘which’ had ced all the evils stated in: 


the report of 1hé Blam . Nothing could be more ins 
janone in @ country where, habits of economy and seber 
wére inistitied into young peapte asthe sute means: 

jars GP arti vitig ti wet, thar fo. have te view a sctreme where 
ot: to'be ‘earned by labout or industry; bat 

t higeeealahrte eo iti févitme. - 16 mast: be evident to-mi+ 
risterh ~fdt:-ho ‘teal wealth: was’ prodinged: to ‘the country! 
By those ~dd verittiters “in the Jotlery.: - In a: eéber- and. reg 
Ralous ‘view © : te-netbject he° thought! 1 niesé itiprepet 
ver S3honld coustenaste the distribution of 

in arly Stier inannee shan as the: reocraengs _ ante | 


The Snoy.e pot only. bell on 
A hope for Tealth without lab ur, but sla svt reed 
t to ‘part’ with ‘all ‘ie fad, with al?'that 


hencetly or dishonestly' could appropriate im ordex: 
tobe in fortnne’s way. he many evils that resulted 


‘a THE cee aeaurenn meenmzss. | fiicmsx 
from lotitries wore aufl-ientlyiapgarent, but sholitte pusth 
that wae to be. derived tmor theamvhe: shag! ww wet 
into . tis consideration: «When. it was propiacd : that 
300,000). showid be raised: in the wag.of setter yy it nest 
be condidesed, that d million, on an-least. six chuddrdd 
thousand] pounds were notually taken: ent of the pedkits 
of the public, and that-ia the most distresing. waythad 
was posible. In: that-peint of view atere/thi: tas wobtd 


kre could propose. If the Chancoltor of tive ek chegued 
would but put eff hisetters scheme fora single-peur; be 
would.ventuce to-.say, that. # wotld be vasy to iprovids 
for ny. deficiency. that might be .cucasmnred. ‘bry 
‘When it was reootected, that owe whole expence ‘wer 
near sewenty rbiliiesa, it: coutd not.be sa; that nae 
fierwacy. of 990,00D1. couk! be-etrionely or. iS:ftvapel 
fe, it coald -be' easily suppint! feom: senile voures that 
@iid not affect the mdtals of the coadtry:...Thent wee 
now many: whlows and orphene who bewsiled widal 
that was brought upon them: by the Jottery... Wi 
expatiating-o the quakity.of vice that was proditeatl,- om 
the nosaber of sesvants and apprentices. who were 
te roly their. mnsters, -om the mensber of fathers ofifamibicd 
Who were induced to spend .upes. wild  aperuletions the 
fund. which ought :to have provided :for theit chitdeeiry 
he woutd say, ‘that there wie a sufficient quantitg of-vice 
aad immorahty proved: ta -stsult frem the. iitedsyy shat 
the right .benedrable -genutiethan should deeliae te pros 
pose sach .a- messutend “Phere wee. aibocieiy existiog fot 
the suppectsion of vice, and ke umdcintved that: one of 
the rules of this. enclevp walk,-thdt. nomen isiveld be'd 
erp rrcssor of vice, enioss he trua a mom ben of) tile etthb- 
ed charch, , Thisreruatiad wield 5 thistiy 
by the no-papetpgentivtoei: ef: :the prevelté-ads 
infiistration; bat if they wete to eet their fates against 
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thinor offesioes, auc yet apuntenance the lottery, @ would: 
be. like casting eut seves devils feom a-man, whem a le« 


gicer of other devils were: immediately to enter. He be 


vel that these was no sin peinted at in the. Decalogua 


Whibh:nias not encouraged by the lottery. It was.a 
enldtien which aiwoys began in covetonsness,. and often 
led to thef.. Lhe instances were not tew, where murders, 
and. particulerly.self murder, had been instigated by losses 
in: the lottery. A person had. been iwtroduced to him. thag 
Was ssid; to. be perf-otly acquainted with lotteries. ‘The 
men, however, wool! not confess to him that he knew 
ény thing abaat ingeran¢es; ‘although: those that were ace 
quamied with him declared, that he had bean three tines 
tines! in: she, |. «i. The lowes clacs of the peoplg 
were dneddfully deluded. by such men.as this, pablicang 
pod waitets in public. houses, who were always ready ta 
sada tre idle :ta adventure in the lottery. The pros 
jon:.of the Sabliath, and. many other evils much ta 
be regtetiad, dften proceeded from the same source. Boe 
pides. inublicans aad their waiters, there ware dreame 
pat ‘dreams and calculators of. horoscopes, who also 
dal the.ignorant with respect.te lotterica. The.whale 
gin shat was stated as.a babance for co.much mischief, 
wes the 300,000/.. that. was to be gaimedtl by the loitery, 
Bow: be: earngstly recoramended that'this sum.sheukl be 
keft; unprovieied fos until the end .of tbe year,:and if ig 


were then found that there was a deficiency, other means 


pould .be ‘taken to provide .for it. There was, no possi- 
Bali. ‘of remedying the cvils of lotteries. 14. might be 
qnicl, that insuganees might ‘be stopped by cunning infor. 


wy 


5: On the pitiactple of “sct a.thief to catch.a-thief,? . 


it.in-the. easé of lottesies, this maxim did not hold, for 
the . hig hast to the lowest, . all were concerned in thé 
lusive scheme.: If one walked in the public’streets, wo 
were gure: te..meet..lottery-offices: that called: themselves 


Recaliasly lucky, and enticed: the ignorant to lay oug. . 


their money. with them. . This, and all the other artifices 
which. the public wese entrapped, appeared to bias ‘f 
evils. far beyond ali the good, that lotteries produced; 

e- should therefore oppose this resolution. . -. = S 

. Mr, Lockhart spoke in favour:of the resolution.” «1 
Sx T. Purton- thought it:weald: be macls better to trp 
fhe efiect:qf a lottery sor another year.” - 


tu i 
Oe nee , 


¢ 
Ne 
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a most scandalous and’ injurious way of ‘raisivf 
money upon the public. That a lottery engendered vice 
no man could deny;‘the seductions were ‘strong 4nd ‘nue | 
_ merous, and‘catculated to catch the lower orders of the ' 
ple, whose minds were as weak as their passiotié were’ 
ong. A guinea for a shilling, and twenty thousind 
pounds for. twenty were afturements they could not with-’ 
stand. His feeling -had ever been uniform on the sub-” 
ject, and he thought’ the evil so great that nofhing'but the 
necessities of the state could justify the résoriing to ldt-* 


teries. If it were at an carfier ‘period’ of the’ practice, he", 


should certainly vote against it, but as it was now becothe’ 
so interwoven with the system of finance, he saw no par- 
ticular advantage in opposing it at presenf.' 
' The Chancellor of the Exchequer defentted “ifte ‘thea. 
sure, and said the honourable gentleman who 6 it 
(Mr. Whitbread) seemed to argue, that if this “of 
gambling was pot an end to, it would stop ‘att kind’ of: 
vice. This was, however, straining the drgument ninch’ 
further than it would bear. ‘The circumstances of misery’ 
. which had been alluded to, aros¢ not out of lotteries~ 
but from insurances, and could never be the effect “ven of 
insurance if the loftery Were drawn in one day. That‘end 
be thought he could ¢ffect, and the course he proposetf 
to follow was to confine the drawing to that period. ’ The 
little goes were much more mischtevons than the fottefy; 
and if that was given up those would: be greatly multi- 
plied.’ He had considered the report of the Committed 
with t attention, and he coutd by no means see tli 
mischievous results Which the honourable genfleman ‘wh 
opposed the resolution seemed always to have in his’ 
yiew. re _ 
Mr. Wilberforce spoke at some length ‘againit'the te 
solution, and opposed it on the same gtound of atyu- 
pant and, nearly totiden ‘serbis as those used by, ‘ha 
Whitbread. 6° 7 = mo 
Sir S, Romilly spoke very briefly against the resolatiin:'* 
Mr. Babington did the saine.—After which a div{siod 


t 
Lorik 


° ok place. ' : ‘ > -~ ¢ ‘ ‘ 4. 
t re In favour of the ‘resolution e’e | o6- vey ae 
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Mr. Windham said he did not wish to detain the Honse ' 
by going into a‘detaif ‘of the’ measure, but He ’befeved it: 
to 


1 


may 18.3 «°° TROON BISTIVAERIOS. . & 
a A Foyveet  *sf ‘ vob Tp pee Fe et 
Sy ag, BRIGHT pakaroas ae ’ 
+4417. Fosten wagved the order of the day. for going into 
Coma the Irish distillery, bill,—On the oe tion 
that : 


@ pieaker do. leave the-chair, i, 
ie utchinson, and,some other Irish members, hoped 
the right -hanpurable gentleman would postpone it to 
4ome future day,, as an hononrable haronet (Sir J. New- 
. er bo wished to be present. 9f the debate, was 
obliged by, indisposition to. bg absent on .the present 
evening. . ; 
. ptr. Foster resisted. this on the fround of the session 
being go. far advanced, that be could not consistently with, 
his pubtic duty agree tg it.—A division accordingly took 


place. | 
eeibeb ed Jar go 


in §. omm ites, : ; o'y , “TS 
*3, Mr. M.A. Taylor was on his legs, and complaining 
that. the, ight bonqurable gentleman should have pressed 
matter as he had done... He saw, however, would 
State the reason. His right honourable friend (Sir J. 
cwpert) was not able. ig be present, and ihe right hoe 
‘gpiable gentleman pressed going into a Committee, be- 
gaus¢ he,was afraid to encounter the powerful talents and _ 
_ whee of his right honourable friend. 


dr. Fpster said, he néver was afraid of any man, and 
r 


‘thal, wae | 
* Wr. + A, Taylor ‘repeated what he had said, and 
added, the right honourable gentleman should not — 
Syake much progress that, night, for he would divide the 
logs, fren same ang ,oppase ,every line of the 

Ukge .. ' ° ‘ ; , ee Yes » eo. P 
3 Mr. MY Montazu spoke to order, and said’ Mr. Taylog 
had imputed motives: gg. eee a 

Mr. M. 4. Taylor said, he had imputid no motiver= 
‘fie had, only said, the, right honoura le, genfleinan’ wag 
afraid of the powerful arguments of his right honourable 
friend, and imso saying, he was not out,of order, but 
ould repeat what he had said. : 

r 


yercfore an unfounded imputation. 


eo! 


: Perceval said, if iis right honourable friend near 
him were indeed afraid of the arguments of the right ‘ho- 
,neurable baronet (whose indispgsition he was truly sorry 


® 
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did net mean te-put his threat into execation, sud i 

keep thera walking op and dawn the Hasec all night di- 
on the seteral clauses of the bill. 

' Mr.M. A. Taylos and Mr. ©.-Wynne both rove. 

- Wr. Croker satd, be rose to speak te: anier, and. ine 

gnediately moved the siandieg order.of the Homne:te ex- 

‘dade sirangcrs, on whiclrike géllory was cleaned. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
FRIDAY, MAY J9, 1. 


Mr. N. Vansittart moved for an aceaunt of alt montles 
tranemitted from Great Britain, ora vanced by any person 
on his maje:ty’s behalf for the use of the prince regent of 
_Pertugal, from the Sih of January, 9807, to the tates 


+ 


period the saine could be made up.—-Orders®.” 


IRISH TITHES. 


'' Mr. ‘Parnell moved that the petition frem: the: fren 
“holders .of ‘the Queen’s: county and ceanty ef Kervy, 
; Prefer.ted tast session, and praying some alteration ’in t 
‘laws relating to tithes, be now read. -Reafi acebrdiogly. 
phe honourable api lia Ubpex sed, ‘that hesice 
Nodoé two dountics, four others, namely, Tippesary, Clase, 
Wickbw, and Armagh, bad met and exphandd theiredir 
“timehts in support of the’ former, either Oy: Tesudution..or 
“petition; aud he was-confident if the whole of the Irish 
countics had met, they: would have: txpeessed the dike 
Opution. He beggéd to obscrve, teat these petitions caate 
_ from Protectant freeholders, and that the Rosey cathalicd 
‘who were accused of agitdting'this eatjject, never interfered 
one-way or the dtlern He-wase convinced that ile great 
“body of the protestadt ' of. dseland -swishel' for .2 
hange ia the law,. with ‘the execptipan:only of.a ftw 
bishope antl same beneficed clergymen. -. With’ the ra- 
‘et ption of a few, he did -not:charge the establshedolergy 
withany thing ‘opprestive in. the dtaction: of tithes 
Whe contrary, ih¢y were as much .apptesed) and | injured 
‘as the’coinmoa peop who .were. 8up ‘ta: be ‘the 
‘ptcatest rullrrers, y mevex ‘coll the pundit tithes 
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‘ts in Brpiind: -Pasture bride were.all exempt, and so 
“ete flit: dnd potatoes, particularly in the nerth of Ire- 
dind; and the peneral average of the valuation upen the 
‘tithes ¢xken in potatoes, and also upen corn, were not more 
than one-half the real worth. He stated, that of that part of 
the population of Ireland which contributed to the sup 
“‘Bort-v# the clurcl nat above one-tenth belonged to the 
“éstdblivited : religion. ‘Fhe hotiourable ‘member: drew a 
melanchety* pictire of the state of the Irish peasantry, - 
the misery of which, be was persuaded, arose in a great 
degree from the oppression and vexations incidental to 
the collection of tithes. ’ He concluded with moving for 
fenve to bring in a bill, to enable rectors, incumbents, 
and ecclesiastical corporations, to demise leases of tithes 
dinéweilg-one years, 2 9. 51. . 
1wikhe Ghanealon of the. Exchequer folt it incumbent, on 
. him. to state bis seasons for diggeuting from the.motion. 
thle. wished that tke honourable member had. more fully 
explained tha nature and object pf bis. bill; whether it. 
was with a vicw to amelioration, or a total abolition of 
the system of tithes, and if the latter, to what purposes 
the: revenies ofthe: clergy were to..be diverted. The 
subject was ons af the nvwst.important consideration, and 
owhral:-required that itsbould bemaatarely weighed before 
. dtt:was adepteth ‘He mas desirous ta know what was to 
eethe sabstiterte foritithes, as weil as the basisof a prin- 
le .afircamamutation. He was convinced that the 
abolition of tithos-would not:ia:the least degree improve 
sthe eondition:of the tenant, and that he would pay that 
tent twanagemvated proportion to the landlord, shat he 
mow peid te the clergyman. .. He contended there was. no 
soxaction:in the ‘system of tithes as’it existed'in Ireland. 
\1' be occu pies-of! the land dees notin‘fact pay onc-balf. of 
_ swhat he was obliged by law todo.. He wasaverse to any 
:coramission. to ascertain: the: value of tiihcs ;..the eects of 
twhith be was persuaded would be .toreaige. the: amount 
thereof: In-fact:the remedy propesed.by the honoyrable 
-member wus. as bad ae the evil’ he. ‘praposeil to rensdy. 
Wt would improve the rent.of the landlord, but woald be 
1of no advantage tothe tenant. . The bill besides was un- 
mecessaryy © It gave.mo pawerto.the clergyman:that he 
sdid ‘mot pdesese at present. Ac the, law now stood, there 
Mes anothing tb prevenian mMeambent, from lotting his tithes 
during the whole period of his incumbency. He thought 
Vou. IIT,—1809. : * $I ; 
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it best to negative the motion at the outset, thaw tb coun- 
tenance expectations that ddutd not te realized!’ ‘The 
conclusion that he drew from much application to the 
subject was, that nothing could be nsefully dont bn 1. ° 
Ur. Tiche supported the motion, and contended, that 
the present administration, who profeksed to act wpon the 
‘principles, and adopt the polcy of Mr. Pitt, were boond 
to redeem the pledges which he gave to the [ish titdtion,. 
as an inducement to the Union. ‘Phese pletlges were the 
improvement of the condition of the Tower onters, a suffi-’ 
ecient provision for the catholic clergy; anda commeta- 
tion for tithes. Po 
The Ifon. D. Browne thought it was the niést serious | 
duty of governinent to attend to the cvils arising out of the 
present system of tithes in Ireland. ‘He was friepiity to 
the motion of the honourable méinber, and to Any pro- 
position which had for its object the ameHorati6n of the 
state of the Irish pensant. He feared! it was tdo fate in the 
session fo enter with due deliberation on so‘important « 
subject : but if it was brought forward early in the next, 
rt should have his support. 3 
Mr. Grattan observed there was no.subject that presse 
more upon the feelings of the Irishpeople than titties: ‘Bt 
affected them in every way. First, it came’ in the ‘shape’ 
of the proctor to tHe door of the’ poor’ rhan's heaved, 
backed by an indefinite demand, and Yoftowed by a law- 
suit, and a charge for agency. The proctor wits ‘odious 
to the Irish peasant. He was the greatest Htffle opptéssor 
that ever roused the indignation Of a people. Indecd, 
with the powers that the present system of tithe coffectron 
gave him, he must always be ar oppressor. He was also 
a dishonest man. fle not only oppressed the poor peasant, 
but he cheated the parson. He was also the eanse of the 
odium incurred by the elergy. The right’ liondurable 
member avowed himself a friend to commetation for tithes. 
In establishing that, he was for alicave being taken that 
the clergy should not suffer by the depreciation of the 
vaine of tithes. He thought the plan which he'-once 
had ‘the honour to propose to ihé Trish Payliarhemt ‘very 
practicable, ahd thaf-:much of the Uistdrbahces that 
afterwards prevailed in that cduniry might have “been: 
avoided by its adoption. As the syétern now stood, it 
operated with particular hardship upon by far the greater’ 
portion of the. population of Ircland. 7 was‘a hardship’ 
- { °° . . . ‘ 
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mapon the. catholic to pay two churches; one which he 
paid frem choice, aud another from necessity, from the 
lattes af whigh,gs it was well expressed by his honourable 
fciend 4My,, Tighe), he received neither spiritual conso- 
Jation year. palitical protection. He was convinced thepoor 
in Txelapd. hhiaT deriye great advantages from a commu- 


clergymen. 

Ato BM, Ridagerald thought the. fate of the Irish 
praaant, wot: superior to.that of the negro. The present’ 
meagyre,pent,to dis amelioration, and therefore he con- 

dead it t.to.be voted for. 

Me M‘Naghten and Mr. Croker spoke against the 
motion om tke ground of its having been brought forward 
at.toadate a period pf the session. | 

-; Mc. Orit pichinson defended the propriety of the mea- 
sure. : ee 
11. Me Frenqh, as be saw no possibility of its being carried 
through at,.pxesent, moved the previous question.’ 

_, & short, conversation then took place between Mr. Can- 
aings Mr, Ponsonby, Mr. Wilberforce, and ‘a reply from 
My, arnall, hes the House divided, and there appeared, 
one px Ake prexious question, 137—Against it, 42. 
afew words from Lord H. Petty and Mr. Per- 
epval, the further considerafion of the report of the com- 
mitteg..an, pyblic. expenditure was deferred to this day 
seonight); a 
» FRG: Chancel’. af the Exchegter then moved his re- 
splalions pro, fora, which, with the resolutions of Mr. 

avting, were Ordgred to be taken into consideration thig 
. peonigh{. . tere ype? ‘ . . oe , 

_ oe EATS IN PATLIAMENT BIL ©; 

_ Mr, rwen: maved “the ordér of. he ‘da y ‘fot a Come 
tty Carve me ib arliqment bint we co 


, 


, gor Volkestanc, ter the’ long! discussion whiéh had 
ali takey place, submitted’ whethér it would not be 
ce irate to postpane the. debate upon ‘tis important 
apgeckiqa fujure day, . | ea 

. Gurwen was at all times anziots to hear the sen- 


¢ 
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timents 6f the ‘House’ upon this question ; bat as hewas- 


aware that some of the clauses in the bill were disap- 
proved of, he should not feel indisposed to postpone ‘the 
discussion, because he should thereby have four: or five 
days to reconsider these clauses. . . 
Mr. G. Johnstone thought, that after a discrssion 
which had lasted for six hours, this question could not 
receive a full discussion, and he was therefore fiir ‘the: 
postponement. er '" 
On the motion of Mr. Curwen, the> question haying 
been put that the Spenker do‘leave the chairs; : 


-Mr. Colbterne declared, that if this dill. were:to pass, ° 


four-fifths of the boroughs woald be affected by tt. The 
motion of which an hottourable friend of His -had ‘given’. 
‘notice for a reform in Parliament, was tess’ objectionahte: 
than this measure, and therefore this bill shouldshqve-his: 
decided negative. a oa 
Sir W. W. Wynne obsbrved, that he wes descended 
from those persons who had originated tho'acts airainst 
bribery at elections, and for the trial of contrevérted etec- 
tions, and consequently & fricnd to-‘any measure calcula ' 
téd io promote the objects professed in thuseacts: Those, 
who gave moncy for their seats, did it with a viewto-ree! 
it back ; and, though some of those who get into Partia- 
ment in that-way were good members, others were bad; 
and ‘consequently he should support the bill, «= 0 - vet. 
Mr. G. Johnstone contended, that no ground Tad been 
made out for the bill, or to induce the House to hazard 
the conseguences that might result frour its adoption. -In’ 
his mind, it would be madness to nsk what they possetecd: 
_ in pursuit of that, which, if they cogtd-attain, woutt! not: 
be equally advantageous. He agreed withthe honourable 
Baronet, that the bills for preventing bribery, atid the triat’ 


of ‘controVerted ‘dectiohs, were ‘wise acts, bat’ contenidled, 


that it was contrary tothe practice of Parliament to adopt 
any legistative provisten until it was proved that-evils 
existed ‘which reguited correction. Jt was not by spe. 
culatiye opinions but by the ‘practice of’ thett ancestofs, 
that they were to regulate their conduct. “ They should’ 
not, icedise ‘titere’ wad'a disposition without doors ‘to 
caltinniate Parliament, by their ‘conduct’ calumniate 
themselves." “That House ‘exhibited: awoedel of’ purity, 
which no other assembly had ever possessed:’-. ‘When the 
present: practice'of thdt' House ‘was compared with what it 


~ 
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had been formerly, it would be obvions that a greater de; 
gree of purity éxisted. in it at this moment than at any 
former period..' He wished gentlemen to consider the_ 
enormity of. the public ex'ipenliture in every quarter of | 
the globe ; and he was persuaded that they would he of 
opinioa that greater impositions were, practised in’ pro-. 
portida. upon gentlemen possessing 5090/. a year than 

wpon the public. The corruptions of the present times 

were not to be compared with those of the times of Marl+ 
borough, or: Six Robert Walpole; and whatever abuses 
now existed wete.in a.train pf amendment. For bis own 
- part, he.was satisfied with a gradual improvement, and 

he looked upon the late investigation into the conduct of 
the Duke of. York-as a proof of the efficiency of the 
popular branch ef the constitution; because that illus.’ 
trious ‘persdn, aptn a charge: brought against him by a 
gentleman not much known to that House, had been 
obliged to resign his office as Commander-in-chief; and 

that illustrious person might become regent, nay, sove- 

reigh, of these realms. 

Mr. Lethbridge called the honourable member to order, 
as going into matters unconnected with the question for 
the Speaker leaving the chair. 

Mr. Joknstone contended, that it was competent to him’ 
to: shew, when a radical change was sought, that the ex- 
isting system was fully sufficient for every beneficial pur- 

e.. When it was said that it was desirable to restore 
the constitution‘ to its original purity, he asked. where and 
when that parily existed? Were they togo tothe times 
of the Stuarts or the Tudors? It was not till the admi- 
nistration of Mr. Pelham that corruption had been put 
dowa. [-ven-in the administration of Lord North, when 
Sir G. Saville moved foran account of the pension list, it. 
had been refused except as to the pensions payable at the 
exchequer. Such was the purity of the present times, - 
that in a few years it was likely that with the exception 
of -burgage tenures, all boronghs would be ex!ricateed’ 
from any predominating’ influence.- In the sessions of 
1796.and 1787, there had been eighty controverted elec- 
tions, abd pot one case of bribery. In 1802, there had 
beeh .forty-six comtrevetted cases, and only two.of them 
involved -a question of bribery. The honourable gen- | 
Heman therefore contended that though the practice in- 
fended tobe prevented by this bill was odious, no pracy 
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tical result could be expected froin its adoption ; and. 
after several other arguments drawn from history, to. show 
tie superior pnrity of the present fimes, concluded that 
the Parliament of the present day was eminently honcat, 
eminently pure in the discharge of all its functions, and 
that therefore they should pause before they should make 
any radical change in the constitution of the Parliamest. 

Mr. Leman then moved that the debate be acjouracd, 
and it was accordingly adjourned to Thutsday next. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
WEDNESDAY, May 24. 

The Irish post road bill, the printers’ indemnity bill, 
the excise holiday abolition bill, the Martinigne trade hill, 
the glass duty regulation bill, the Dublin coal bill, and the 
office sale prevention Dill, were read the tird time 
passed, and ordered to the Lords, 

Mr. Fitzgerald (knight of Kerry) brought forward his 
promised motion for leave to bring ina bill for the beter 
regulation of assesstwents by grand jurics in Ircland.’ He 
detailed at length the many defects and abyses arising from 
the present mode of assessment, and for the: remedy 
whereof bis bill was intended. He meant only to intro- 
duce the bill in the present session, in order to have i¢ | 
printed, and circulated amongst the magistrates and leading 
gentlemen in Ireland during the recess, in order that the 
bill might have the advantage of thcit fall deliberation 
preparatory tothe next session, when he megnt tu propose 
is final adoption into a law. Ss 

After a few observations from Mr. Foster, Sir Jolin | 
Newport, Colonel Maxwell Barry, and Mr. Denais Browne, 
leaye was given to bring in the bill. 


ARMY REGULATIONS. 


Colonel Shipley xose to briag forward the motion: of 
‘which he had given notice, previous to the holidays. He 
was, he said, perfectly sensible that it could never be the 
‘wish or intention of that House to attempt any wilfel og 
wnnecgssary interference in the inferior management er 
regulation of the army of this country ; that had by the 
cconstitutipn been placed in other hands; and he yell 
‘Knew the Houge would not interfere in. it, but in extra- 
“prdinary cases, where certain rules laid dewa for ity most 
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éssentialand vital interests were raskly or praemeditately 
' broken throngh. Whren the Duke of York was made 
the Commander in Chief, cestaia. regulations, were issuegg 
by-hia majesty, by which it was settled that no officer. 
should: be tande a field-officer till he had served six years, 
nosn Licetenant-colonel till two years after he was made a 
major. .Fbe prescat Commander ‘in Chief had made that 
tegalation stricter than it was befere,.by extending the 
term to .nine.yeats. In -defiance of those reguliationa, 
Lord Burghersh had, on the 4th of May instant, been 
appointed toa majority, and in @ few days afterwards made 
a lieutenant-colonel, by ‘which he had been put over the 
heads of many officers who were senior to him, and partis 
cularly the oldest captain in the regiment to. which his 
lordship belonged, and .who was five years and a half ar 
older, officer than Lord Barghersh; and by his recent 
advancement his fordship passed over the heads of 600 
Oflicers, many of whom were in the army before Lord 
Butghersh was born. If he had been the son of an Aber- 
crombico, or a Moore, he (Colonel Shipley) should have 
thought his promotion-too rapid. The country had ob- 
seryed, with indignation, that the person thus prema 
turely, preferred syas the son of a cabinet minister, who 
gught to have advised that nothing but meritorious services, 
and gallant exploits of the most, eminent kind, should 
have.emit}ed ,him to such extraordinary promotion, nor 
ould any thing less than these have justified bis majcsty’s 
mijpisters in cauntenancing. such a measure. In what he 
now, brought forward, he meant nothing personal to the 
noble lord; but he thought, in times like the present, the 
service of the army required the protection of that House, 
whea.they.sam his-majesty’s minisfers.s0 ready to counte- 
nance the breaking through, regulations so. essential to ite 
welfare, and made- expressly for the support of it. *He 
had heard it reported, that this: exéraardinary promotion 
‘had.,.been made in consequence of the promige of a high 
‘personage to the father of the nable lord; but the crown 
eould dv nothing withgnt the knowledge and approbation 
of: ity ministers ; and it would ;be, mugh better sach regy- 
Kations. iad never, been, established, thax suffered to delude 
‘the officers of the. army. by,.a shew of impattiality* which 
“was uot iatended to,be, adhered io in every anstance. He 
€Calonel Shipley), ‘wag.one.af these who vejed: against 
-tre Duke of York, but-he would be much.more inclined 


~ 
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do give his sanction to one who might be sedyged by his - 
regard for.a woman into certain irregularities, but_ who 
would inficxibly adhere to the regulations pf the army, 
than a Commander ia Chief, who, whatever. might be hjs 
individgal merils as an officer, would submit to the regy- 
‘Jations made under his.own advice aud _sanchign being 
broken through, almost as soon as they had becn issucgl 
and promulgated. Under - these circumstances, he felt it 
bis duty to move— op eet tas 
‘S'That there be: laid before the House a copy of the 
regulations of the Duke of York, relative to the lime an 
officer should serve before he can be madea Geld-aflicer. 
-Also a copy of the commission of Tord Burghersh, ap- 
pointing lm to a majority, and tic date when gazgt- 
ted, &c.”” ae 
Lord Castlereagh said he belicved the honorable officer, 
who brought forward this motion, would pot dave been 
induced to call for this information, if he was acquainiga 
with all the circumstances of the case. ‘He be ieved thete 
was no ptinciple the House would more ‘readily recognize 
-than that they should, not interfere with, the disposal pf 
the improvement of the aymy, Nothing could be maxe 
‘wrong. Of all those prerogatives which the ,king pog- 
; sessed, there were pone more universally allowed oy (hs 
doubted of than,,his power to confer commissjans in the 
army and yayy,icreate premages, make peace add war, 
‘&c. The. king might put himself at (he. head of, his 
‘army, and it would then he, ia his power to ernie jjs 
- discretion: in promating what officers he pleased, gn RO- 
: thing bat same. instances of something ex{remely corrupt 
, would justify dhe House af Commons in interfering so,as 
1 49. nasrow. this. branch .of the prerogative, ,, The honour- 
_ able geatleman had, in the present question, taken much 
, too closa a ground as ta ihig part of the preragative The 
 Gommander in Chief laid, down 5 ulations; , but his 
(.roajesty- hala sight to alter them, {t never jad peop, 
1, P¥ Could he .undarsfopd. that hig majesty, had pol aig ¢ 
5 £0. depart from that, anle when, be, Khougi! proper. There 
» had nat fong,sineg bepp.ng .inpiancs, of inthe case pf 
pAeneral. Graham (earadnarndegntd:,.Pugre, was, a Tipe 
a'that an.ofiigerswho game igte the, amy en, femporagy 
» Task, sbould not bey paclesred «bal Acrayding bo a eettgin 
rotation ; pat bis majesty,;in, tag case nav, al}p ed ’ 
.. thought himself “aughagized and impefled. tg. repeat, that 


s 
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, regulation, and to place General Graham at the head of 
all the officers of the sanic rank. The king never did nor 

. ever could incan to divest himself of that paramount pree 
rogafive. [le conceived the appointment was not cone 

. trary to the regulation which was made 20th March last, 
‘ Lord Burghersh’s commissian was gated 25th March 1808, 
so (hat he was entitled to his promot on of the 25th of 

_ that manih, a difference of only five days; and for so slight 


a difference as that, he thought the honcurable gentlemna - 


who made this motion would be sorry to stop the promotion 

. Of so meritoricus an officer. Though a very.young man, 
“he had sought service im every quarter of the globe—in the 

north of Germany, in Sicily, at the Dardanelles; was 
aide-de-camp {o General Walker at Rosctta, ind to Sir 

‘A. Wellesley both at Rohilla and Vimiera; and he hopad 
therefore the honoyrable mover would not think the kiag 

had stretched’ the prerogative in appointing aw officer of 

this merit.""Certainly, after these: acts of beroism, ap- 

‘ plication bad ben mace to the late Cammander ia Chief, 
~ and. he (Lard Burghcrsh) obtained a: promise -that he 
. . Should’ yécélve ‘promotion as soon as the limited time of 


- _ «his ‘services ‘was expired; and he (Lord Castlereagh) 


‘thought, that when his majesty saw any young man who 
‘possessed high rank and fortune, laying aside all the soft 
“and'sedacing allurements of picasure at home, and de- 
voting himself to the service of his country ‘nbroad, Iris 
Majesty would shew great wisdont in bestowing superior 
raarks Of favour on such extraordinary aetivity, zcal, and 
enterprize. The right honourable mover ‘complained 


« «that “Lord ‘Burghersh had not. only received a major’s 


“commission, but ene of lieutenaut-colouel ‘ako; ‘but this 
“was no new tise ; for there had beer cases withont end in 
the guards where the tank of lieutenant-colonel followed 
that of fnajar iminfiliately j and, tithe. late regulation, 
no mention wig ever made, of natice tnken of it; ‘andes 
“the hew regulatibn'was ‘only made’ on the 20th March 
Q the time of bis lordship’. ‘service: Wobld be-expire 
on thie 25th: pepat i to the Ffoise whether jt Would-be 
* Combistent with’ 
. to whthold' tht promotion which bad beow promised gt 
; the’end Of the former Dulxtion;'when the new regalation 
i bad never Bega! thotght ‘of, and: which’ was only Yate 
ve flys before’ L arghersh ‘would otherwise’ faye 


; 
aj 

& titled fo it. -Ug 2’ oi esi ‘ho bod 
sc iid, FP Ee 


‘ cochmbti principles of equity or justige 


, oo 
434 THE PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER. {cow. 


and trusted the House would not think jt necessary fo calf 
for any information on the subjret,'bat' would cbnenut with 
him, that no case had been niade out which could justity 
them to call the priérogative in question, particulatty as 
to commissions'in the army. HN 
Lord Temple said, that Lord Burghersh still reimathied 
a major in the Ilth regimenf, to the injury of’d merf- 
torious officers that he ‘had ‘received’ the ‘brevet Yank’ OF 
licutenant-colonel for the purpose of sendiig bimni*'{ht6 
_ Portugal, where he was to teccive thé tank of bricaffter- 
general, which would immediatel put him over the) rae | 
of alt the colonels in Sir’ A. Welfesley’s arity Ht was 
sure the House would not unnecessarily or lightly interfete 
‘with the prerovative, buf. when it. was exergiged ugjagly, 
it was their duty to look carcfully to its aperation, éspe- 
cially where the service of. the army is go,.dgeply inte. 
rested. ‘The noble lord opposite said; that Lord Burg- 
bersh had completed his time of.service withj a few 
days. His ensigncy was pazctied on the Sith 1 Debeit der, 
1808; so that he cannot'complete ‘his sfx yekré” servide 
till December 24, 1809. On that there seems however to 
be a differernce—then'lctus have the docutients: “Th 
noble lord had talked ofthe nerits of Lord Tota 


Wh 
Sicity—and to other ptaccs, when’ that ‘favour 44 Hee 
yefuscd to many ‘others who wished ‘fot it-as pich dd ht 
did: ‘On Deceber'24, 1903,’ Lord Burdhersh ‘was ‘ap. 
dinted an ensign in the Lith regiment, Wilbout pute i 
Fle had not paid for any of bis comimidsions Has Ato wed 
-to votuntect without poing to his régimetit's’ but alt ‘this 
did not ‘entitle’ hint fo ‘extraordinary ‘pramdtfoll! Hi the 
face of the express existing, regulations of the arty. "'", 
- ‘Lord Newark sid tt'appeated to him that a veby pul: 
‘ticular 'favodr had”béeti confetred, ih the wa protio- 
tion, on‘a ydung officer’ without any’ just: feaol fir“ go 
Going, and a he should that night vote contrat tS thosé 
‘with whom "He gefierally acted, he ilought it’ Wedessar 
to day afew words why he should’ support the’ prései 
«ord: FFF Petty differed with Lord ''Castlertagh “on, 


. “oli fay 


ff ay 
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Ake subject of bis, majesty, giving. pertianlar favour 
and countenance fo,, young. jen at nk and influence 
Who ‘entered, inta, dhe ar Ann fle thaught auch persons 
were not those who sh Tepeive. seonamissions without 

paving inne if thee did go, and were patyover the 

Peat those, syho.wyere only, it to Sight our battles in 
ihe Fe M. which, We liyes the, atnation- of the army 


Sr 
eat ‘said 9. few words jn , favour of ihe 


sn. littl of. ihe Bxchequer rpoke, very shorlly 
ABN Hs ol ne 
+ afte Which a‘diviston took place: — : 
ek ea GRitoat of the’ miotion - - 7 3 
afistlif a" a. we te - 67” = 
opiuil ane | Midjority: against Ministers - —— 5 
adhe resolved itself into a Committce of ways and 
iss Ha “Mr. Foster brought forward the Irish 
ie ‘apht honourable entleman was so ingubible that 
wie only, eatch a few words here and there. Ho 
ie he ‘gaid, venture to take the revenue of the 
present yeat ‘at more than 4,900, 0 00!. The loan for the 
igs would” be 4 He made severat caleulations 
bn the duties on imafe, breweries, &c. which he estimated 
upwards. of "},006, qod/.. and which, taken toget ety 
Baojinted to something more than 10,000,007. 
ilfions ‘five hyaglee thousand pounds were to be bor- 
owed, 2 atid {hierg swag to.be provided 'g sum. sufficient to 
pay tig interest ofthe | loan.. The increase of the duty on 
pisits," isfi led or, ty jorted, he took at 120,000/. a 
eat e consid fered e decrease of the Irish revenue as 
vin in girat degree (ot ho the’ oe of distilleries, 
Ly alance, however, in the 
handle of ilies - éctars ila a , decreased, ed considerably ; ; 
and, in'general, the country mre in amugh more flqurishy 
ing situation ‘than’ it hat! bean for sometime. The valur 
Ation of the im ports ‘and- EXPATS wed this; and if ang 
further proof was wanting, he 0 nsdanes the coprse 
éf exchange, ' which cvjdensly d ampnsra rated thatthe money 
Was rather coming in than leaving t ii country. | 1¥.the 
debt o of the couptry wasto bedncremsed, it was not owing 
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tS'any local iismanagement; but tq the gtnefat vitcint: | 
tances of the' kimpire. That‘ debt he 'adimitled ‘to te 
Stipendous: beforé the 'predeht ‘sessfori' if abibutited “fo | 


‘should be granted for the service of Ireland; to be réiska 
by annuities. fo ste dee 


tans of the right honourable gentleman: He had Hopud — 
For sorfie retrenchment, which ‘it appenred Was tot’ to 


as the debt of England wa, 7 eS 
. Afler a few woyls r 
S 


arish TOOL for the second’ offénce.—As to sdiull bfills, 
te thought onlicencdd distilleries could onty be put down 
by the’ establishment ‘of them’; and, to encourage then, 
fe proposed that a part ‘ofeach fine should’ be pivén to 

1e owner. of them, instead: of guing to' the informets. 

e would not give up thc bounties on large stilts,’ as they 
were of great service to the agriculture of the cougtry. 
The illicit trade may easily be put down by the exertions . 
‘of the country gentlemen; and if they‘did not’ assist ih 
putting it down, it would be necessary for bist to propose 


the fouptry from taxes of a shore general and pressing 


wget, bauntigs on, large stills, equal to 12d. per gallon, 
oy 


to another is but 2d. the advantage,of 1 


Ot WOE 
ape.af i @ i] \ 
Th ble, therefore, that small stills could be set up; 
and hen the Kg t honourable 

contain 4, Glayipe..to idmit vot 50 gallon’ stills .b¢ing 
Worked,,.he- knows ery well that no still of that size, 


¥ 
4 


whd are iguoraat of the distillery bysiness? ,In regard tp 
whet be. bag sajd abpyt encouraging swall stills, by giv- 
ing, them ashare,in th fines, this 1S Iso another delusiang, 
which he is endeavouring to pyactice on the public ;‘ for. 
seat ma could, be so great a fuol as to sect up a small 
ppidl knowing that fe has to contend against the bonntiés’ 
athe Aarge ones, wpoe the speculation of befng reim-:. 
bused, in this manner? On the, whole,, thereforé, the 
sight honourable baronet said, it was utterly impossible to 
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chieculain upon any other. result: of the “bill: of ‘the’ 
honourable gentleman than an ‘increased exteht of itlicit 
Gistillation: if che amendment which he proposctt’ wis 
not adopted, what few still. were now im the ‘country 
under 1000 gallons contcnt would: soon be pat down'd 
the bounties, the country would neither be able to be 
spirits or to scll their grain; and when it was placed andct’ 
auch unnatural circumstances, by the system of the tight 
honourable gentleman, illicit e myst Bonrish notwith: 
standing all the pénallies and fincs imposed By“ tHat aye 
tem. In fact, even the dines imposed on the-county Cas! 
van, have not put dewn illicit trade trade there? He Ra? 
received a letter frem a person of that: comnty: of th? 
greatest respectability, who told hie that this tvade hever’ 
wes in a more flourishing state, even in those parishes’ 
most heavily fined. He begged, that’ Irish gedtlemtrt: 
would now sce, that this system of bounties, ‘and of Mrgt' 
stills, was the real-cause of this illicit trade,’ and ‘rot: 
suffer themselves to be deluded by the language they Aad: 
heard about.the interests of agricniture, and of* the révé- 
nue. The truth ix, that the agriculture of the country: 
is most matetially injured by depriving the interior of tire’. 
country of the advantages of licensed distilleries, whch’ 
would afford to it, what i¢ has not now, except ina bethil’ 
degree, by. the unliecusect distilleries, a ready atid doratatit’' 
market for thejr grain; and as to revenue, ‘the commis-" 
siouers of iuquiry proved, that under the existing systeth,'' 
the revenve lost a million and a halfa year Uy 'thé gross 
frauds of the revenve officers,. and the iMicit distileries."' 
br, Hutchinson (the membet for Cork) wee savry that’: 
he could not agcee with the honourable ‘baronet. ‘The! - 
object: which he conceived the legistatare te have in view 
was, ig promote the agricultural (aterests' of Ftland.’: 
Bousties, by promoting trade, wowkd contribtite'to that’: 
object, ao that the bononrabte baronet’s athefdmeht going 
‘ to take away tbe indueement of bounties, could' not, ‘in 
his .dpibion, ‘be advantageous. ST te 
Colonel. Barry sail, that if the clause to whith’ the’: 
houonrable baronet objected would Have the effeot of sep-" 
pieraing ithe small stills, he woald vote against ‘it! no" 
Sup, consequence, however, in his vpinion, could reeule:* : 
Inmiaay of the ‘interior parts of Iretand’, the only'feel | 
they had for their stills was turf + some -distiection, there - 
fore, ought to.be drdwa between sucti parts andthe pea." « 


od 
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rt, towns,, whare.¢oals chnldk conNeniratly. be prodnred. 

W hen: the Committee came to- consider Uhat part of thd 
spbject,.in which he cowld hest.introduce’a ¢lanse to'sucty 
often. it was his intention todosa. «9 5 ow 
. dhn, Si.  Seataueke said he-agrecd with the right honoars 
able, Ghanegtles ofthe Exchequer for Ircland, .thuat it was' 
of tha gssatest fm poréatica to have qmail stills estxblibhed: 


in the .coqatry., parts :of Ircland,'and he would thevefore 


give ja: supper tq the amendniont of the right bonoar. 


able barpnet, d6-it pra’ the-plain,. direct,: and hte thonglhrt 

the poly way 04 canrying tae object into effect:of putting: 
‘an. engi to, dllicit: diatitgtHon. ‘To -onable smaller stills ts 
Wark wag ae object. net only..of impestance bat of neces. 
sity,, fox Ja chtsequence' df the demanil for corn arising: 
from distillation, many tracts of country had been brougit! 
into, cultivation, ‘and éf illegal btilld should. be put down, ' 
and. pppe withers ustnblished, that démant! for corn would 
‘ceagcy and a‘check would be given-to the increased and- 
ingrquging gullivation of innd, dnd perhaps. these lantls- 
alread ‘yetlaimed would ‘be seffeted lo relapse to their 

former state of waste. He-agrebd perfeotly with the right 
hénowable genileman,. that from.a:variety of causés, ‘no 
large stills of 1000-or 1500 galleas' would :ever be ~esta- 


blighad .in the country ;- but he-dould not agvee with 
‘him ja,poinking, that if tht anteadment: proposed'was re: 


jectad,.and. if the bognties of @.. and 16/..percent.’ weve : 


toremain in-favous:of the teige stills, that the smatter - 


ones would ever be able, to.meet. them in the market.— 


16/., \ies; oerit. :bosnty wha an advantage which: no trade: 
could beag, and ‘the’ fact hak already becn ‘ascertained, _ 


thatst Wae.,nes ‘to be. sentinded dgainst, for when even' 

the bounty, of &G percent. tad thken off thé 500 gallon: 

stills, and given to thes¢ of. 2000 galleas, the consequence - 
was, that... hamber of 500 galion atille. were driven oat ‘ 


of the trade. Now if $/.. .pex.cdt; contd not be contended - 


against, how could any:‘man think» that 16/1per cent.’ 
‘could be opposed—but it shanld also .be. observed that ' 


the ewnexs of smal] stills in 'theictwothking, ard under dis- 


‘advantages. whioh edi td. the ‘ext perce’ of manifactare '! 
‘in the ;spizit, to which fhose who-work' larger bnes are .; 
” not diable-—these..ditadyantages mount to nearly 7d: pior' 


gallon, which: if you -will add: to the Idd: per t nel 


bi pith tha spirit, cpming ‘from the'smaftet still toi 
ronjen 


ce 


seninst aw-advantage whith thet fom: the larger: : 


“= 


o 
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one has of Is. 7d. per galion—it is im posstl vader th 

circumstances, that the object of the bill, withoypt-:¢ 

amendment of his right honourable friend, cguld be care 
ried into effect, but the Commitiee were called upon by.g 
sense of justice, as well as of interest, to suyaport. the 
ameodment—for whenever it became. necessary to cnagt 
severe laws against the commission of any breach of the 


._ Jaw, as in this instance, eo severe, that the ingocent suf 


fered as well as the guilty, it became the duty of the 
House, if any system would prevent the commission of 
the crime, to adopt that system—and the surcst aad bog 
method’ of preventing this breach of the laws, was to 
take away the temptation of committing it, er at least 
the inducement which the farmers of the country at this 
inoment have fo connive at it: they are aware at this 
moment that the price they gct far their cora arises from 
distillation, in the absence of legal atills; they see, or at 
least think (they sce, dn advantage in illegal distillatioa— 
bat if you enable the smaller siills to be. set up, they wi 
then have no inducement te conpive at thang practi 
against which we have enacted such a spyere ba ° 
these crounds he supported the amendment, as he was ¢gper 
vinced, that, without the amendment, ihe object of ihe 


. bill could never be carried into effect. 


Mr. Beraard stated, that in withdrawing his motion gn 
the principle of the bill the other night, he did so onJy 
with ‘a hope that the objects he had would be met in the 


‘Committee, and not frora being perfectly satis@ed that if 


the bill passed) into a law in its presepé shape, it must 
prove insufficient and most injerfous,. nat only to the 


‘agricaltural intercsts of Ireland, but to the reyenue—we 


already had some proof of it, for by the right honourable 


. gentleman’s bill of last year, stills so small as 900 gallons 


were allowed to work; he could bring evidence to tbe 
har of the Louse, of men of experience, pow in nondons 


‘that had given both 200 and 500 gallon stills a fair trial, 
.aad who really were anxious to.carry..op the, business in 
Ireland in that way, and who would- declare that it was 
- impossible to carry it on,. while ao great an advaolage as 


8 aod 16 per cent, was, allowed fo large stille;, id was 
thercfore ultctly nugatory in the, extreme, to jalk of gl- 
Jowing small siills-to work on auch. terme, the consequence 
must be, thet illicit stills will be subetituied, or. the 
farmer will he deprived of a maaket for. his cota. The 


May'24.] o«-- rater DEATIREREES: | - ‘eal 
ight honewrable -genticiian boasted: that his epsteni hail 
Faisedl the revenue costsiderably withia these fow years, 
but did not state how much that rise was increased bya 
Fise Of nearly ddublé of malé and. spiriis; ‘neither did he 
state how much his syetera had imereased the illicit trade; 
nor. did he mention that by his system one hundred thou- — 
sand pouuds were alowed in drawbacks and bounties, 
which otherwise should have come to the credit of 
the' revenue; he contended fer it, that the aystom of 
Jicenoe has been proved by many years trial in Scotland 

to answer thé great objects of assisting agriculture, and 
addigg to the revenne—for that in no country had: beth 
increased so mvuch since that system was adopted: he 
would prove that a 500 gallon still pays W. 9s: per gallon 
on its content weekly-—wheréas a 1500 still only pays 19¢. 
—-so thet there was a loss of is. per gallon on its content, 
weekly; td tlie revenue, by this system of the right ho- 


ouradle gentleman; sed 28 to putting down the ilkoit 
' trade, he contended for it that a licensed distiller must 


prehidit am eanticessed distiller from working: for that 
om cotisidering the risk of seisure and: penalties, the geeat 
defleien¢y of preduce, and consile waste attendant 


ga the hurry and confusion of » private still, it must bd 


evident that the licensed distiier:muat have a considers 
able'advaniage ever unlicensed ones, and wotld, if suf- 


' Scienily encdutaged to'work, on fhiz terms, drive the un- 


licensed still out of the market. For. these and other 


 -yeasoris he contended for it, that it was' utierly useless to 
‘ talk of. allowisg: small stills to werk, without taking off 


“fnetease. The. 
‘the fines,’ and-ta -pogish all those with severity .who: 


‘ 


aq 
tyr 


the bownty atlewed to large ones. | 
_ Mr.. Di Browne eaid, that ‘he held the opinion of his 
right hungdrable friend the Chancellor of the Irish Ex- 
oheqaer in suely bigh-vetewation, that he was always ready 
to believe whatever he said was right would prove to be 
so. He had always proved himeeclf to be a friend to 
the interests and. welfare of Troland, and he would net 
desert him'ia Gris instance, He said that disloyalty aad 
Blicit ddtillery-wedt hand imhand overs thr kingdom, add 
“that oil iltieis ¢utiliery wee put: down, :disloyalty would 
best ' to putt down was to inevedte 


broke the laws ; ia his country the exertions of the gentie- 


z A proved effectual, and he know of wo illicit dis- 


iy¢ hethat jguint: -vencsetion: for existing: estebtish- 
Vou. I11.—1809. 8 L . , 
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ments, and for that-rensen weld mot wuddenly adopt +6 
great an alteratian as that proposed by the right bonocer! 
able baronet. ' ste 8 
‘| Mr. French said he was surprised {p hear the hononte 
able member say that there was no illicit distillery in (he 
county Mayo; he lived within a few miles of that county; 
and had himself assisted in seizing several illicit atilts last * 
year, and he knew the trade was now. very..flourtshing ‘in 
that quarter. If the honourable member means that there! 
is no illicit trade near. Westport,, he. nould understand: * 
him, because there was no corn there. Thete-were ho. . 
thing there but those sort of inaccessible mountains. whiel: 
the honourable member talked of lately as being of sacl: 
great value in the county of Cavan, fap seites om which ' 
to establish illegal stills.—As to the amendment of the’ 
yight honourable baronet, he should certainly vote for: it, : 
and nothing could be so clear as that it-would be imprara: 
ticable for any one to set.up a small still in the: fave of’ 
these bounties. ; ow 
Mr. Mey said he was a friend to the systema of bown-:: 
ties, as he was to all long established systems ;-—that he ! 
disliked all speculative plans, and new-fangled invén- : 
tions. The large stills ware producti¢e of great revenue, “ 
and had advanced the agricultural interests of the country 
to their present flourishing condition ; for it waa in theee™! 
districts where they were established that the tillage of 
Ireland was most flourishing. _ .? 
.' Mr. Parnell said be could not permit thig question to « 
o toa vote without expressing his seatingents upon it. - 
t appeared to him that the right honourable gentleman * 
was attempting to practise upon the House. the groatest ‘ 
delusion that ever was heard of. He says that: he is a 
friend to the system of small stills; that.it is.only by - 
establishing small stills, that the illicit trade can be put 
down, and in the face of these admissinns, he calls u 
the House. to continye bounties on large stills, which- . 
thé, persons who work them an advan of 12d. pew. ' 
tion over the persone who work small etills... The right ~ 
opgurable gentleman must know when he bolds eut-to - 
the couritry a remedy. for illicit trade, by admitting smalé:': 
stills to work, he is taking cifectual measpres.te prevent! - 
any person from, attempting to work oun; aad therefore; | 
Sir, his clayse to admit them to be licensed is .mens dex‘! 
luston, and can have no practical. benefit to the: pubtio.” 
oe 8 _ of ; ct tee ; Co 
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Faerevatd dow eeversl Tish’ distitlers in London—he had. 


spoken to some of them on the subject, and their uniform’ 
assweodo vhistenquity: was,’ that no one could set up a 
aniali still without a certainty of rdin in the face of these: 
amties.” He wished very much’ to hear: the opinion of 

e! Chancellor of: the Exchequer for England on this. 
hint: .'!-No- one ought to‘d¢ more capable of giving one—. 
adishel tobe set right by him if he was wrong, and. 
lig; wns-veady-to alter the opinion he had formed if he 
couldeshew hint that'if was-errorieous. In a matter of so 
resch: iznpottance to: [teland, and particularly to the 
febome ial gondition 6f Ireland, be could not suppose the’ 
ablit: chanotirable geitleman would be silent, and that: 
eso!niany Ivish members thought the bounties ought’ 

tq Deodawwntifried; and where the question was whether 


or-matythe giéat defaication of revenue from spirits was or‘ 


Wes sof te coftiines, he hoped that lie would either vote, 
_with them, and shew to the Committee that he’ had good 
reamed fir voting with his right-honourable friend. ‘As’ 


to- hati the lron. member who spote last had said in respect: 


to she onl vniitibe - of larve stifls to whe tillage of Ireland, he 
masticeny his position altogether ; the measure of the’ 
Tight: honoyrabte buronet néear him giving Ireland a free ' 
trodes\inigraia to'England,was the cause.of the present 
fldorishiug state of the tillage of Ireland ; -besides, in point’ 
of fact, there were no distilleries in those parts of Ireland 
whére.tiliage floarislied the most; at Waterford, Clonmel,’ 


and. the-cpunty-ef Kilkenny. The truth is, that these: 


large-stlils are injurious to-the agricultural interests of: 


Irelond. ~ They-can only ‘be worked’ in’ seapart towns, * 


where coalé‘¢ten Bethad, and by persons of large capital, . 
and. therefore the‘whole interior of the country is ta be. 
deprived of the'dethand for grain, which distill 

give if (hey wetle and could: be established in the interior; ° 
theveaseniag, therefore, of ‘those who maintained that these. 


bounties, and thaé large stifls were bencficial to Ireland,:: . | 
wan pf: te faleest Rind; ag mfist’be eVident to every per- - 


son wike pdsdssdd' thd Mightest. information upon 


subjecte+Pho hodonrable ember had‘ called the plan of: : 
cstedliching castll-etills x new fangled Speculation. ‘He: : 
40% 


begged dp tall him that had tHe authority of the com-: 
misaibnersof -ingtty, ‘and ‘was even admitted to be a, 
goodaleg bythe right Nénowratte gentleinan whose cause 

professed to advocate. ; He should certainly vete.for : 
she amendment of his right honourable friend. « 


ers would | 
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_ Sir J. Newport agreed that in the greatest 1ikage covhs 
ties there wen nosuch things as great stills ; it therefore 


was not fair to attribute to them the prosperity of etch: - 


oountics. 
. Mr, O‘Hara supported the amendment. 
The House divided, when there appeared— 


fo. 4 - e ° - re | 
, 06s = °. - ‘ - e - "3 ‘ 
Majority against the amendment. — 87 


On being re-admitted, we fonnd Mr. French on his legs, 


aking to an amendment which had been proposed witile 
8 exs wepe excluded, to prevent parishes from having , 


donbie fines imposed upon them. He stated that the bill, 
with all its provisions, had nene'to punish officers whi 
acted fraudulently. He disapproved of that clause whick- 
provided, that ifa still, or any part of a gtill, was fount 
in 8 pane, the whele parish should be fined. If they 
wished to quit Ireland, they should permit her to enjoy 
the rewards of her industry, ’ 
Mr. Magens contended, that it was imppssible to take 
away the power of fining, without doing an injury to tre 
country. There wene instances of town-lands being’ fined 
three times over for the same still. The informer should 

' be rewarded, otherwise no discovery would be made, . 

. Mr. Foster said, that there was a law already, by which 
the misconduct of officers was severely punished, which 
Yencered it unnecessary to introduce any clause to that 
effect inta the bill. The fact was, the Revenue was in- 
jured by illicit distilleries, and the morals of the people 
co . They were arrived at such a pjtch as to re- 
quire severe enactments. If gentlemen did not exert 
themselves to put them down, the severity of the law 
would not be the fault; their own conduct alone would 
be liable to the charge of having given them encourages 
ment. . . 

Colonel Barry stid that the proposition was te fine the 
vicinity where any materials used m:a distillery were dis- 
covered. He. wes not against fining a guilty individual, 

When, he co Ks be found ; but it was not fit that any geo- 

_Veman aliould be , fined: for. offences committed--~while he 
was doing his duty in that House. That the law to pre- 

t.callasion between officers of excise andl ‘Nlivit distil- 


° Jers was not enforced, was sufficiiathy proved -by the cir- 


¢ 
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cumstance, of 375. applications having been made tp fine 
Oe oY, .pt Cavan, at the quarter sessions, for illicit: 
stills, while mot one prosecution was institated for a mis= ° 
demeanor to punish collusion.” ° 7 
' Mr. D. Browne thought the proposed clause feasible ;’ 
but did not approve of the manner in ‘which it was sap- 
{ ._. 


Sir J; Newport said, that he believed the right-hon. 
gentleman (Mr. Foster) was mistaken as to the punishment 
of officers for collusion. The existing laws went to punish 
them. by a fiae of 10/. or to render them incapable of re- 
taining: their office. ‘The fines proposed upon the parishes 
amounted to 50/, while the fine for the officer, if guilty of: 
Collusion, wag only 10%. which should be 507. at least; 
giherwise fines would be levied on parishes, and ‘officers: 
aereaned. ‘The fines levied upon the county of Cavag 

$0 gread, that it would be impossible to levy thém, 
mate confessed he was very mach shaken in opinion, as 
to the efficacy of fines; instead of having the p 
effect in that county, illicit distilleries had increased. He 
thought the system of fines ought to be taken into the tone 
gigeration of the House as early in the hext session as cire 
' gumstances would admit. chs 
“Mr Perceval said, that where collusion was practised 
by officers, he thought an immediate remedy should be 
sought; and that there was no occasion to put it off tf 
session. He should have little hesitation in propos. 
- ang, that officers 50 offending, should be subject to double 
the Penalty of towa lands; the half of whtch should go 
to the informer, and the other half to be appropriated to 
apme othes pyrpose. ss 
.... For the 
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oe pa 2 MAGE FROM MW MagmERYE tus 
_« The, Earl, of. Liverpool. brought down & rhetsuge’ froje 
rip Majesty. which: was read by the Lord C rr 
the House of Cammons. Cp ges 


Linerpooh ilien tose, ang moved that’bie 


y dae Ean of 
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ty'# most gracious message be taken jnta shair.lesds 
ship's ‘corsiti¢ration to-morrow, ‘and that. the -Lorde:bel 
sumwmndned for that'day. Cap ota 
‘Earl Grey rose, and made a few remarks on.'thysebl 
jectofithe message. As he was quite unacquaitited: with! 
the intentions of ministers relative to the app icatien: af the! 
tmiary aid, he could only offer general obgegxaticins J 
@ was impossible for him to know what were. the pedo) 
lias'citeumstances of the case, and bow far they mizht-bev 
such as to justify subsidies. But, thus mach he félt tiin- 
ecif' entitled to say on the subject, that alter the manly: 
years ‘recent ¢xperience that had been afforded ns with ver 
spect to our pecuniary assistance to Foreign nations) ath: 
after viewing what the state of Kurope now is, -amql: tient: 
probability of what may speedily happen, he: thoeght’ 
that the fret daty ofthe ministers of this country, in finana’ 
cial affairs, was the preserving and husbanding our re- 
sources, to meet the possible emergency i which we tright 
be svon called upon to make still greater efturts than we 
had hitherto done; not merely to assist other nations, but’ 
solely {n our own national defence. Indeed, # it skoukt: 
ever be possible fo obtain peace, we gh yet bayd'to: 
assume that defensive attitude which would Jqave:; dur: 
peace without the best enjoyments, blessings, and. séeutl- 
tics df a peace’; and We therefore were called upon, wités ~ 
ther for'peace or for war, to cxercise can ecosiey ~ 
respecting’ our financial resources. This observation -he ° 
applied either to the case of Austria, or te the futare wants: > 
of Spain‘or Portugal. He would not attempt te giye any : 
decided opinion upon the subject at present, but ie coal 
not avoid stating bis gcncral opinion respectiag oud readin: 
ness to subsidize forcign powers at this periad, after! the ex. 
perience we-had so unfortunately had, ~He-heped, howe: - 
ever, that the treaty would be laid on the tablansearly ag — 


The -Larl of Liverpoa? rose to explain ta the noble - 
lord‘that there was no mention in the message of his mae - 
jest that the'treaty with, Austria was.a treaty of subsidy 

n fect, ‘it Was not so. There was no auch thing in t 
treaty: ‘The iéisage'also'stated, that when the satificae 
tiond wete exchanged, ‘then the treaty weuld be laid before - -- 
theif ordstiips. " ‘Previous to that riod,.it. coukdaet be.“ 
doné. Ali that government meant . prapes¢ fo parlia.i. + < 


» 


ment, th oonsequdnte of what had been seid in the mics. 


; — ee 


ele 
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age respecting pecuniary. aid, . was merely to aka. vote 
was common before the session of pare; . 

Kament reed, to erable government to act as new cireume - 
stances might "render it necessary before it re-assambled. 
Taée-whole'extert of the sum itended to be asked- was 
three millions; a sum which, all things considered, his: 
lerdship theught could not be regarded as extraordi 

Under the present circumstances of Europe, he tho 


sthatd€ ever government might require confidence, it wes 


when zp th asked for such a vote of credit. 

yf Suffolk made some. olservations.. on the. 
sabect of, the. Desetle. Though he would not oppose the - 
vete of credit, he could not but consider that whatevor - 


stbeidizs might be: granted, would ultimately fall a bere 


thea upon the people of this country. . 
ie Liverpool’ s motion was then putand carrie, neme:: 


‘ AMERICA. 

Lovd Fiscount Sidmouth rose to put: a question. ta the 
nable Secretary of State, or any other minister, His lord 
ship was desirous of knowing whether any communiaae . 
tian was likely to be speedily made to the Wonse Tespeote « 
ing the present state of affairs between this gountty and - 
the United States of America. s 

Bari Bathurst observed, that no immediate..c Onis 
cation was rendered necessary. Adverting, ta what. ‘had : 
recently transpired on that point, he said that. our minis- 
ter in America had not acted, in the late arrangement cone 
cluded-by him, conformably | ‘to the ipstructions be had._re- 
cetyod | from, this goverment. 

Havl Grey ext expressed hrs regret at the unfortunate sitya- 
tiow is whie the negotiation with America stood ; a situas. 
tion which, he would not scruple to say,. waa contrar 
what the interests of both countries eminently demande, 
Coasidéring:‘the whole course of the negotiation, haw. : 
every thing had gone on, as it were pe rule aqd: megsures, 

disowssion, he could Hardly bring ‘himself eae I 


“Jieve:'that the genttemar entrusted 4s; ig leg theres 


from éee opinion he had of his talents and ig Sharacteny: ad 
could have ‘avted other iris fhe according. to h truges 35 
tions, or atcording must haye belie ea DMUs 
the tanor and spirit'of aii este ions, _dt wast AEE : 
the arrangement was different from that lotty. tong that had. . 
been always bet hee by mibiiten on, the, aubienk Amen: 1. 


ar ere - 
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Yea bat’ be had at present = othe? tatrmaiien than 
what he gamed by reading t ie newspapers. 
Phe time, however, would come whet. for the henour of 
the country, as well as fer the honour of that individual, 
the papers must be laid before the House. “ In the mean 
time, he regretted that this anfortugate circumstance was 
of such a nature, as to throw additional difficalties in the 
way of concluding so desizable a negotiation. 

Earl of Liverpool said, that he ageeed with the 
noble earl, that this unfortunate and unanthorised arrange- 
ment would throw further difficulties in the way of final 
wetilement. He stated, that the arrangement entered into 
by Mr. Erskine was not only rot in conformity, but 
«was eontrary to, the instructions sent qut to him by goverm- 
ment, and therefore could not be ratified. Government 
had, bowever, done every thieg in its power to prevent 
any ill consequences arising from an unasthborized pro- 
eceding from being inc by individuals. W_hegever 
the time came for laying the docaments before the House, 
be could undertake to shew that the case was exactly as 
he had stated it with respeat to thie arrangemont. T 
esuld be no necessity now for entesing farther upoa the 
besiness. . . 

. LORD BURGHERSH. 

The Earl of Suffolk rose to netice an affuir of recent oc- 
. 6atrence, perticularly as he saw a noble lord present (the 
Karl of Westmoreland), who, he supposed, could give 
him satisfactory information on the mbect, which related 
to the interests of the military profession, to which he him- 
self had the honour to belong. He alluded to the cape of 
the promotion of Lord Barghersh, contrary te the regula. 
. tions of the Commander in Chief of thearmy. Heonuld not 
help thinking that the Duke of Y ork would not bave permit- 
ted such a pramotion. He had before stated, that the army 
was in-many respects under obligations to his Royal High- 
hiees,-and particularly for this regulation. His lordship. wag 
proceeding to make seme observations op the impropriety 
of a person’ being in the situation of Commander in Chief, 
who was controulehlc always by ministers, when he was 
called to order from the opposite site. His lordship mak- 
ing few more remarks, the Kati of Liverpool rose to 

» and observed that no motion was before the Heuse.. 
... Karl Stanbope remarked, bis lonbip (Lord Sufbiky 
had not yet sat downs | ae ' 


we *" # -@ 
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: Lové Suffotk preceeded;. and stated, that if he ould 
gut wo answer, he-should, on a futere day, move for a - 
sapy of the-orders of the Commander -ii Chief,.as weil as 
for the patticulars ofthe promotion-of Lord Burghersh, as 
be-was sure thet such a preceading must. be. highly-inju- 
vides to the feelings of the offivers of the army in geveyal.. 
+ Nothing further-was said, and his lerdship did not fix 
any day for beinging ferward 2 motion. ; soy 
~ Adjounsd.— - Os 
.'... HOUSE OF COMMONS. | 
oe THURSDAY, MAY 25. 
Sir Thomas Turion presented, pursuant to leave piven, 
& bilf for the-relief of inselvent in England. ‘The 
Honottrdble Baronet expatiated: at some ‘length upon thé . 


* “Tnecéssity for this bff, in the miseries’ long sustained, and 


¢ 


' gtill suffered, by the unfortunate persons for whose relief 


it was iitended: The prisons in every part of the-King- — 
om were crowded by those unfortunate persons, in thé 
ac rreiate proportion of five to three, ‘compared with the 
fhumber of ptisoners for debt’ at the passing ‘of the last 
insolvent bill. The prisons of the metropolis especially 
were crowded almost beyond example; in so much, that 
in one: prison thére were no ‘less than thirteen: persons 
crowded into a reom, only fifteen feet by sixteen square, 


* ‘and in no room of that prison were there less than three at 


this hét season of the year; so that, in fact, the passin 
ef such a bill was: not: only a measure of humanity ‘an 
justice, but of sound policy. The-béll was, ay nearly as 
was consistent with its objetts, a transcript of the last in- 
sdivent bill. ‘He was aware it was at best but a tem- 
porary and paltiative measure: towards alleviating that 
stem of misery and oppression which had so long sub- 
sisted under our statute law, namely ‘insprisonment for 
debt, which was # disgrace to our civil ‘¢odej and odght 
to be abolished ‘altogether; 2 consummation, be beyped, 
ere long, ¢o see effected. : Phe principal diference:in the . 
present bill fromthe dst was, to extend the: limitation of 
debt, up to which prizonets were. to 'be' relieved, from 
95002. to 2000/.. and td allow the prisoner surrendering‘ his 


- proper y to obtain bis liberation, fo retain 101. instead of 
4 


«and furnitare and working tools tothe aiount ef 40/. 
V-on, [lI.—1809. 3M ‘ - ee tab 
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instead of $0/. with some minor regulations in favour of 


persons committed by courts «f conscience ; and he trusts 


ed to the humanity and benevolence of the legislatare, * 
fer the adoption of a measure which was to rescue wd- 


many hundreds of wnfortunate and meritorions mea from 


a rigoreus imprisonment, which could answer no other 
@ad than to gratify the vindictive spirit of persecuting 
creditors; and thereby restore them to society, and to the 


means of industry for the support of their famities; for - 


the bill did not pro to relieve any fraudulent debtor. 


The bill was read the first time, and ordered for the , 


second reading on Tucsday next, anti to be printed. «| 
; COLONEL GoRDOX. . 

Sir Francis Burdett said that, some time since, certain 
papers respecting the grant made to Colonel Gordon, at 

elsea College, were moved for by an honourable friend 
of his, bat had aot yet been laid before the House. He 
wished to know if there was any intention on the part of 
panisters to produce those papers; Because if not pro 
duced shortly, he must be ander the necessity of moving 
an addregs to his majesty ou the subject. 

Mr. Long said the papers were now printing, and 
gould, he trusted, shorily be laid before the House. ' 

Sir F. Byrdett hoped it would be time enough, before 
the breaking yp of the House, to bring forward any ques, 
tion that might appear necessary on the subject. | 

The fowrteon roilion annuity loan bill and the giass- 
duty regulation bill were read the third lime, pissed, aad 
ordered to the Lords... | 


~ 


ROYAL MBCSAGY. not 
| Mr. Secretary Canning delivered to the House the fole 
lywing mossage fr.qn his majcaty :— . 
. « § Georce N. , | 
“ The king thinks it proper to. acquaint the House of 
Coxemons, tet the ancient, relations of good understand- 
ing and friendship between his majesty and the emperor 
@f Austria have been happily restored, and have been 
epnfirmed by a treaty, of which, when the ratification 
shall haye been exchanged, his majesty will direct a copy 
to he commynicated to the House of Commons. 
_. Although the provisions of this treaty do not include 
any stipulation for pecyniary assistance, his majesty i, 


. 


“A 
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rrevertheless, desirous of being able to afford to his fra. 
rial majesty sucli assistance of that description as may | 
be called for by the circumstances of the contest in which 
his majesty is engaged against the common énemy, and 
as can be furnished by his majesty, consistently with thé 
ofher extended demands upon the resources of bis md-' 


| Jesty’s dominions. 


_*t His majesty is equally desirohs of continuing to the» 
Spanish cause such succours as may be requisité for sus-- 
taining and assisting the efforts of that nation, apains? 
ie tyranny and usurpation of France, aa well.as of gi 
ing consistency aad effect ta the exertions of the peopl, 
ef Portugal, for the defeuce of their lawful government 
and national independence. . ae oe 

‘¢ His majesty relies. upon the zeal and public apwit of. 
bis faithful Commons, to enable his majesty to provide 
fox these great objects, and to tnbe such other measures a6 
the exigency of affairs may require. GR”. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer mroved, that bis ma-. 
jesty’s message be referred to the Committee of supply 


to- MOrrow. 


: Mr. Tierney observed, that he ustderstood, from the 
right honourable gentleman, that the vete of eredit to be 
proposed at the close of this session was nat te exceed 
three millions. He wished, therefore; te dsk, whether 
that sum included all the aid intended to be afforded te 
those powers ?. . . co 

- No answer was made, 


MR. PALMER’S CLAIMS. 


My. Palmer rose.to bring forwerd the motion of which 
he bad, given: notice befoge the holidaya, with respect to 
his father’s claim on government, relative to the 23% per 
tent. &c. agreed to be allowed to him by Mr. Pitt om thie. 
postage of letters, &c. which had atready been voted due 
te. him by Parliament. He said, that in bringing this 
matter Once more under the consideration of the. considesa- 
tion of the House, he must eatircly rely on their candonr, 


-Hiberality, and justice. Hit should be objeeted that there 


was no precedent for the motion, he conceived that was 
no'argument, because, if it were allowed, no precedents 
aonid ever have taken place. He thought that one of twa 
positions must occas. if the claim was deckted by the 

30 im favour of his relatien, the Heuss oughta 


x 
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carry that decision into effect; if there was any' legal obr 
jection to that being done, the House should put his 
relajion.in such a state as to enable him to remove that 
There could be no doubt but government had it in 
their power to wave their privilege in any case in which 
they were implicated, so that the ends of justice miight be - - 
obtained. ‘This had been proved in an action bronght’ 
by Wilkinson against the commissioners of the navy, in 
which it had been held by Lord Mansfield, that a refusal 
of that kjnd would be extremely prejudicial tothe publi¢ 
service. It had heen suggested, that it would be most 
roper to address his majesty to pay the money, and the | 
Fiotse would make it good, It was not for bim to say, 
whether this ought to be the mode,, or any other;, but he - 
had always understood jt was a maxim of the constitution, 
that there was no wrong without a remedy. Here was & 
case in which the House might make a remedy; and 
without their aid and assistance he was at a loss to know | 
how the claims in question could be fairly inyestigated.— _ 
He would not, therefore, detain the House longer than ta 


move, . . 

“¢ That the claims of John Palmer, Esg. on an agrees ° 
ment made between him and the post-office, be’ investi’ 
gated by,a jury, and that his majesty would be pleased 
to order that the receiver-general of the post-office shoyld * 
defend the same, so as to bring the matter fairly to an” 
issue.” oe 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer -said, that if the. 
House acceded to the motion, no benefit could arise from: 
it to Mr. Palmer, as it was impossible the defence of the’ | 
‘Aitorney General could bring the matter before a proper- 
tribunal. A legal opinion had been taken on the sub- . 
yet and that was, that no legal right could be estab- 
‘lished. The office was {6 have bern granted by patent, . 

for the life of Mr. Palmer; but neither the duty nor sa- 
-lary, were so defined and fixed as that a jury could de 
-tetinive om the subject. Fle should rather suppose the 
emode would be to ask for an equitable relief. It ‘was 
cerlain no such office could be’ granted: by act of Partia- 
ment, and there. was therefore no legal remedy. But 
there had been certain paris of the conduct of Mr. ‘Pai- 
‘mer, which, supposing he had obtained the place, woald 
have. justified the Atfacney Geéneral to niove, thatthe 'ap- 
pointment should be set aside; abd: therefore ‘no: isso 
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could be, framed.on which the case could be tried. It 
was.in short such a thing as was never before done by 
the House of Commons. No court of law would receive 
an isspe directed by the Honse of Commons. They 
would,.act according to their oaths and‘ to precedent. 
The fitst. agreement gave an independent situation—the 
secand one i hat was dependent on the post-masters;gencral, 
in which Mr, Palmer so conducted himself as to forfeit 
thejp.goad, opinion and confidence. The House could 
therefore, give no direction as to an issue; and it war ' 
trifling with them to say these matters could be brought 
befyxe .q jury; and surcly the House would not direct a _ 
matter to ga_ before a jury which could not be investie 


. 0 


S"'Mr. ddim. desired his right honourable friend who — 
had just sat.down to consider what was asked by the mo- _ 
tion. , Not that an issue should be directed by the House . 
of Comma ut that an action should be brought by - 
Me Pal and that no advantage should be taken rf 
the plea that it was against a public office. He remem- 
bered this being done in the case of Mr. M‘Heath against 
General Haldimand, and the matter was tried in. the 
court of King’s Bench. If Mr. Palmer was to bring his 
agtion against the reccivcr-general of the post-office, he 
must be nonsuited, because there was no agreement. 
All he. asked was that his majesty should direct his At- 
torney General not to use this plea; and it was certain! 
competent to the House to put the matter in such a train 
as that of an issue between a private person, instead of 
B public officer. Te would, however, wish his honour. 
atte friend to amend his motion, and that it should ron 
thas: | _ 
_ §© That the claims of John Palmer, Esq. on an agree- 
ment made between him and the post-office, should be 
inguired into bya court of equity, or by an action at 
Jaw before ajury.” beeen 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, the honovrable- 
ntleman onght (o lay a. state of the case before ‘the 
ase before he called on them to proceed in this way, 
Anless he.conld do a great deal more’ than was intendedl ° 

x this. action... The receiver-general could nut be dew _ 
fendant ; there were two or three agrecments in this case 
and was the receiver-general {o be the defendant to all of 
‘sham ?, Hjpould aol be.» Mt, Pilt had. enteréd ‘into an 
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agreement, Lord Carteret into another; buf the receiver« 
neral was a pasty to none of thers. It was not con-, 
sistent with the dignity of the House of Commons ta in- , 
terfere in such a case. It was not easy, nay, he thoyght 
rt impossible, to frame an issue; and new as the queation,. 
is, and unknown to the House, he trusted they would. 
not ao far Jose sight of their dignity as tq enter into the 
subject, either on the motion or the amendment, ' 
r. Stephens objected to the motion on the same grou od. 
as the last Speaker: he added that if Mr, Palmer had’ 
been dismissed from his situation in co of mise ; 
demeaning himself in his office, the only question would , 
be, how far the liberality of the Honse would relieve hin. , 
Was that a question on which any court of equity ox 
jery could give him an opportunity to try the merits of . 
is case?) Though the House might direct such an igsue,. 
and the jury determine an it, the law would set it aside ;.. 
it would be a mere nullity: and it would be ridiculays | 
im the House to advise the crown to do that which conld 
mot be legally determined. If his right honourable . 
and learned fricod opposite would say how it was to be 
done, looking at it with a professional eye, he should not. 
object further. oy 
Sir T. Turton said, the question was, whether, or nat. 
this was such 4 matter as could be tried with the cansent, 
of the crown; whether the agreement of per centage. 
voted by the House should be carried into effect. What 
was the dignity of the House, if they suffered his, mx. 
jesty’s ministers to shelter themselves noder forms when | 
there was an absolute resolution of the House on the snb« 
ject placed on the jeurnals. There was only ene mode 
e knew of, and that was by q petition of right. , Mon- 
strous idea, that if a man makes an agreement with an 
individual, he will be compelled by law or equity to 
make it good, but against a public officer he can ng way 
obtain justice. AJl that was asked of the House by the 
motion was, to give the means of recovering what they . 
themselves had voted. Is it then that delinquency, whic 
has vitiated the agreement of 2/. 10s. per cent.? Let the 
fact he fairly ascertained by.a jury; that was all that was 
desired ; and was thus strenudual y resisted on the plea of 
form. If this. conduct was to be pursued towards those. 
who have agreements with ministers, he woyld sooner 
take the note of the commonest swindler in the street, 
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than that of his majesty’s servants. Let the House put 


the matter in a fashionable shape on their table, be meant 
a tangible shape. The dignity of the House had bees 
talked’ of, and he would be glad to see it exerted and ad- 


heréd to iti the present case. Resolutions kad passed, 


which voted to Mr. Palmer. the per centage of I. 10s. 


Mizisters {hoaght proper to prevail with the House to. 
put this into the Sppropriation act. It was feund in 
e appropriation act wag not a pro- 


. another House, that t 
per place for it; and ever since the resolutions, five tunes 
carried, ‘had been suffered to remain a dead letter. If 
he ‘coukt 

aiade on the present subject would bave been to compel 


ministers to pay the debt due from government to a mer. 


ritorious individaal; and the House would lose sight of 
its justice as well ds dignity, if it did not enforce it, 
6. We want,” said he, ‘* substantial justice: put.us in a 
way to obtain that, and it is all that we desire.” There 
was nothing called more loudly for reform than the abuses 
in the expenditure of the public monry, except that of 
the maintenance of public faith. 


Mr. Rose said, ao man’ was more destrous that the 


public faith should be preserved than lre was; but that 
‘was no reason why a question of this nature should be ac- 
céded to against every rule that had ever been heard of. 
_ When the honourable baronet stated, that Mr. Palmer 
‘was entitled to per centage, he should recollect, there 
wert two parts to the agreement ; and when Mr. Pitt de- 
parted fromm that agreement wifh Mr. Palmer, he did it as 
a'tdattet of favour to him. He had even been his friend 
and wished hiox well as an individual. If Mr. Palmer had 
received the patent, he would bave forfeited it; for it ap- 

‘the re that he had not only misconducted 


have had his way, the motion he would have’ 


red 
Pimself rd his office, but he had instructed and persuaded , 
others to do thesame ; and would any man tell him, that ° 
if this had been brought before a jury in the court of King’s - 


Bench, it would not have vitiat 


his patent? He was ° 


sensible it would. However, if they cquld put the motion ° 


into such a shape as that the matter coald 
a jury, he bad no objection wl. 


tried before” 


Mr. Fuller said, that, after four or five decisions of’ 


that House oni this subject, hé thought it extremely odd'the | 


apinion of the House respecting the pablic money should 
be so‘long and so totally distegarded. Me thoug t # me- 
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yitorions individual had been itf-used, and the House hed 
so lecided: He was, however, in favout of the motion : 
he thought it onght to be carticd toa jury. The Court of 
Chancery could dircct an issue tv try a question of fact, 
and he conld ‘see no reason why that flouse, which.was 
a still higher court, had not the power to do the same. 

The Solicitor General -objectcd to the motion’ both as 
original and as amended. It was a motion, at the enter~ 
tainment of which m that House those mén who might 
come to consider it ina judicial point of view would be 
astonished. He contended, from the unfinistied state of 
the contract between Mr. Pitt and Mr. Palmer, frani the 
imperfect documents existing as to fts authenticity, some of 
them without signature, and most of the agreement itself 
verbal, that it would’ be almost impossible to put the 
question in a conrse of judicial inquiry. He contended 
that it would be possible for an individual, with the most 
feeble causc, by private solicitation and general canvass- 
ing, to collect an assemblage of fricnds in that House, 

Sir T. Turton rose to order on the ground that such an 
insinuation tended to hurt the character of the House, ., 

Mr. Horner spoke tothe sameeffect. || 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer defended the expres- 
sion, which he contended was mcant merely in a general 
‘vicw, and conveyed no possible slight to ihe House. ° 

The Solicitor General expressed his sorrow that any 
such interpretation should have been put upon his expres- 
‘sions. He said it was impossible to send the question into 
a court of law, even wit any admissions by which the 
plaintiff and defendant could stand upon equal terms, 
on account of the distance of time at which the agreement 
‘was made, and the deccase of one of the parties toit. He 
considered the present request to trench on the prerogative 
of the crown ; and for his part, while an official man, he 
never wowd admit the principle that any suitor claiming 
against the crown as the representative of the public shoul 
' deviate from the general path laid down. He could see 
nothing in ‘this case which could jestify such a deviation, 
Thre courts of law were open ; and why should the casual 
aid of that House be resorted to? Lo 

Mr. Windham said, though he might agree with the 
‘yight honourable gentleman in not wishing to originale a 
dangerous precedent, stil he did not see how such an ex- 
pression was applicable te the present case. It had beet 


« 
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said by seme gentlomen. opposite, that the. Bou capt 
3€ 


not to be placed in an ankwaad situation; but they were 


50 situated already, for they were now debating about the 


best metho? of carrying a claim into execation, the justive 
of which claim they had fully and frequently acknow- 


' "Fedged. (Hear, hear!). It wae said, that-the coarts of 


law were open to Mr. Palmer, and he might go to law. 


- Bat where was the possible use of his.going to law,- unless 


_ the King would first consent to wave his prerogative in this 
_. atstance?) The request was by no means .langerous, for 


certainly nothing oonld be clearer than that a prerogative 


,was not trenched on by the request that it might rot be 
enforced in oa particular instance. . It-was, as he heard, 


. even the custom at times to relax it, and all the public 


Ge * 


sdving the' pr 
' pian for which compensation was sought, and asserted, 


‘hoards dispensed with it on particular occasions, and allow- 


ef themselves to be sued as individuals. Little either did 


he think ‘the dignity of that House could be hurt by its 
doing justice te Mr. Palmer. All Mr. Palmer asked was, 


to g° to law, for what was bis right, and what that House 
had often acknowledged to be his just demand. a 
“ Sir 8. Romilly followed on, the same side, and com- 
bafed the argaments of the Solicitor General. He ridi- 
culed the, idea that the prerogative of the crown could for 
a moment be injured by this requést, and could still less 
conceive how the dignity of that House could ba com- 
promised by its allowing. Mr. Palmer to go to law upon a 

uestion in which he might. possibly fail. (Hear!) He 

id not mean td enter info the merits of the case, but con- 
ceived it would be very hard indeed to prevent an indi- 
vidnal from an opportunity of obtaining justice. 

Mfr. Palmer went at some length into teply; he #in- 
‘dicated the conduct of his father, and dwelt severely on 
‘the absurdity of Lord Walsingham’s conduct as . post- 
‘mhaster-weneral, whose authority, even had it beén dis- 
ereetly uscd, his father was got bownd by his agreement 
toacknowledge. He stated the advantage and immense 

ible had derived from the opetetion of the 


that wo single expectation which Mr. Palmer had: evet 
keld ont had proved fhllacious. He animad verted strangty 
on the conduct of Mr. Roge, in the course of ithe transace 
tion, and compared the morit, origin, and services of Mr. 


Vou. JE.+-1809. , 


‘Puireer to those of the former gent san, Whe yet pocketed 
_ 38 : 


” 
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’ such Jarge sums of the public money, enjeyed so many 
(treasury places, and commanded sach extensive petron. 
ave. ile said that some objections had been made as to 
Abe form of his notion, but all he wanted was justice, and 
he would be happy to cuncur with any gentleman, be he 
‘who he may, who would point out the best methnd of 
obtaining it. (fear, hear ’) 

Mr. Rose replied to the personal allesions which hail 
been made to him, which he said were equally indelicate 
and unmerited, as he had dune his ntmost to guard Mfr. 
Palmer against those who opposed him in the post-office. 

Mr. Long opposed the motion. ot 

A member, whose naine we could not Icarn, spoke im 
its favour. 

Mr. Ponsonby rose amid loud cries of qnesfton, and 
said, he only desired to express it as his opinion, that the 
petition ourht to be acceded to, and that the statate of 

imitation ought not to be enforced in tris instance. 

On the gallery being cleared, the debate was continued 
when a division took place, and then amberts were, 

. For the motion -« - = - 127 

Against it - 2 - - = - 41298 

Majority - - - « © & 
Adjoumed. 7 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
FRIDAY, MAY 26. | a 


‘A niessage from the Commons announced to their ‘lord- 
ships that the House of Commots disagreed with their 
lordshigs’ amendments in the militia éomptetion bill, and 
desired a conference with their lordships thereon. ‘Fhe - 
message was braught up by Lord Castlereagh and other 
members of the Commons. hye Fate 

The Lotd Chancellor informed the deputation -of: the 
Commons that their lordships would mect them in con- 
ference inthe Painted Chamber. The Commons then ac- 
quainted their lordships that they were ready to meet their 
Jordships in tbat place. hots 

After the cunference the Earl of Liverpoot rose, and 
Jefurmed their'bordships of the subject of conference, and 
then moved that their lordships shoald not insist on their 
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aaendments on the said bill, which motion was carried, 
FEM. diss. _ oo ; 
TS 0 0) | HIS MAJESTY’s MESSAGE. ° 
-. The Eark of Liverpool ‘rose to move an humble address. 
to his majesty, thanking him for-his most gracious com- 
mpanication to the House, and assuring him of the readi-| 
eas of that: House.to gowply with the intentions of his‘ 
majety-. The noble earl took a short review of the cir 
cumstances that. had occasioned his majesty’s message,’ 
and stated that the present contest into which Austria had: 
enteral . with .France, had arisen solely out of her own 
view of the state of her-empire, and the dangers with 
pwhich, it was menaced by the oppression and ambition of 
Abe enamy. . The government of this country had not by- 
any atgument or persuasion, or by the exercisc.of any’ 
sort of influence whateyer,: contributed to the determina- 
tign which the Emperor of Apstria had been advised to’ 
make,.- Byt whatever might be the case with respect to’ 
that point, he believed that not one of theirlordships — 
could entertain the smaHest doubt as to fhe justice of the. 
reat cause in which Austria had engaged: in war with 
rance.: Qn that subject he believed, there could be but 
one opinion. He’ therefore hoped that their lordships 
would be-unanimous in thcir vote in favour of the vote of. 
credit which he was about io move. A similar vote dur- 
ing war had been the esual practice of Parliament; and 
it was certainly most desirable to afford every practicable 
facility to Austria in the existing conflict, in resistance. 
to the overbearing. tyranoy and unbounded ambition of 
the French government.. The treaty which ‘his majesty 
had concluded with the Emperor of Ausiria could not be 
laid before the House till the ratifications were exchang- 
ed; but lie took that opportunity fo state again to the | 
House, that that treaty contained nothing whatever of.a 
subsidiary. nature. .All that government noW asked was 
a vote of credit for the sum of:three millions to be placed 
at their disposal, and to be used by them as circumstances 
might render. it advisable.to dispase-of it., This was 
not asked merely with a view to the affairs of Austria, 
but also with refesence fo our ancient ally of Portugal, 
and.io the cause, of Spain. . He was happy to say that 
the interests.of the Peninsula did not appear’ so despond- 
jpg as to cause us to refuse a continuance of our did ta’ 
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those who hed so nobly, so gallanily, 20 pamictesdlyeo 
and loyally maintained the honour and independenoerddh... 
their country against the pretensions and inwasjpa of ; 
France. While thesame noble aml deternined spirit was. 
manifested, he was convinced that it. wag fun :poliggrot | 
this country to continue ita assistagce to them... MWrhat.. 
might be the result of the contest, it was, ia: possilele fe. : 
foresee; bit while the Spaniandis did not deapair.ef.it them 
selves, while they evinced the same manly. sul pritiebic: . 
disposition to defend their rights and, Uheis | { 
he trusted that their lordships would ;feal ike paepriety: . 
of assisting them in a.causc, in the object af whwherery:: . 
one must sympathise with them, apd wish tham saecevsd’s' 
He repeated, that in the case of the Amsision: war, thet. 
veramens had in nu. respect been urged by, thie gaubdtpel. 
Fis lordship. concluded by making hia matians. ii sn 0 ne 
The Duke of Norfolk said a. few words, im whith lee 
expressed his sentiments oa the great wecassity of edkacigy:7 
care of our own resourecs, for the paryose of iqur-omal i 
protection. In ppint of justice there was na.claim-u pew? 
us from Austria, nar any Further claim. fram Spain; shosighy - 
he would add, that be wished them every: smecesn in thet: 
endeavours, There was-hawevce a.daty whiok weremdsb. : 
to ourselves. Jf France succecded against Austriay whiak- : 
was, but too probable, then, be feared a similar streoess: 4 
would be, obtained by France: over Spain : aud we must: :- 
bring our minds toa situation ia whigh we were tage on. . 
without the cantinent of Europe. Indeed, even.if we made. 
pence, we should have to paeserve that peace by such a. 
fensive attitude as, would continue to eptajl wpoa us vast 
expences; and therefore, upon a view of the whole, he. 
thought we should, pasticulazly aften aur late campaign 
in Spain, be careful how we expended aur lives..ar owe 
treasures, His Grace ‘then mala some obscyvatzane on: 
thasystem pursued in Spain, of fighting: fot we anfore. 
tunate individual in captivity, and compared. it aith, pur- 
conduct at the Revolution,, when we (ook. a didbenent. 
course, and chose anotjier person. capable af deing yomed 
thing for our qapse. His Grace.scemad ta iafepshat the: 
Spaniards did vot act wisely in this pasticulas. .-. 
Lord, Harrowby tose in consequence of the-obser vations: 
of the noble.dukg. | This, conntay migtt, ae the apbla 
duke thought, lose some part of the. money xoted,, inthe. 
eyent, of the filuge of Austria. and. Spain’ ibut, icomoule « 
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lose nething of its character—it would lose nothing of its, 
fame or te high reputation. It would have the consola-~ 
tion of pair het it had not, by its supineness and in. . 
diffeacnce, ‘aseigied the common eneniy in the. downfal of 
Europe; -His lordship defended the vote of credié as an, 
usual theasere, and one which the present circumstances 
partioularly. called for. 
Pre Marguis-o ,in a low tone of vaice, atited 
hie objections to-the subsidiziag of the continental power, 
He-sew no gregt hopes fram the Austrian contest, ag Buow 
naperte, was Row at Vienna, and there was even reason ta 
suppose ‘tat the Euyperor Francis had solicited. peace, 
There was no: duty, he contended, on our part, which rea 
quired. any peouniary assistance to Ausiria. He cautioned 
acloglpteiration:agdinst an improper expenditure ef. money, 
- en centiaental connections. . a 
Dhondt ‘was happy to hear from iministers thak 
we_bad taken. wo part in urging Ausizin to the present. was. 
He wasentisied, avverthcless, that the vote of credit wae 
usual; reasonable, and. necessary. It was certainly de- 
sirable; ‘whateyor might be: the issue of the: Wary, that; 
govertuuent should possess the’ means: of assisting, ta w 
moderate extent, the effarts of the Earopean nations 
against: the oppremons of France. ‘ There'was nothing, 
he-heand, of gubsidy in.the treaty with Austria. Ad! that 
wanaskedy wes a vote of credit, to eanble ministers: to ack 
ding te the exigencies uf affairs,  =« . 
Bine Keel of Liver pool’s motion was then carried. 
a t bree . — 
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“<' HOUSE OF COMMONS, = *' 


1 - . ; 2 ‘ BRIDAY,, MAY 96. r ; 
Mz. Poster presented a bill for raising a loar of 
1,200,000/; by way of annuity; and also a bill for raising: 
aloan.of 500,000; by treasury bills; for the:senvica of Iren 
laad:-in the ‘present: year; both were read the first time, 
and ordered forthe second rentlirte (o-motroWw, | 
oi Vanvitiert moved for the printing oodinre of ace 
éaumite upen: the table, respestihg the proceedings of the 
commitones for: the: techictéon! of, the national debt.— 
rderd. pots : ' ' 
Lord leteagh: move, that a Committee of members 
then. preset be appointeil: to: attend-a conference. with a 
Casmitine of the lierds,. respecting some amend menis 
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made in the Lords House, upon the focal thiltttl'athend-_ 
ment bill. Agreed to: the Committee attended fortteitty, | 
and om their return, Lord 'Oastlereactr' ‘reported " tu” the’ 
House, that the Lords had agreed "to ‘withdraw’ their 
umendments. : veet erence fc ates 


' oe oo \ ac ch teat Pens f 
CRIMINAL CODRe 6. 08 ate VS 
Sir Samuel Romilly tose to‘ revive :a wbtion ‘he. had, 
amade ig the last session, for a retutri of the namberof 
persons who had been committed to the vatinus prisons 
_ throughout the united kinedom ‘for a certath runifér of 
years, in order to be tried for: capital’ and transportable’ 
offences, specifying such as were convicted,'buch'as uns 
derwent the senténce of the law, and such ay wete par-' 
doned, or their panishments commuted for- otters or tester’ 
severity ; and his object in this motion was to subvite ‘fir’ 
the consideration and adoption of: the idgistetoré, bat not 
before the next session, a measure for mitégatind: these- 
verity of the criminal laws, and better securing . the ber. 
tainty of punishment for actual cuit. - As to the retath' 
necessary, he should goback to the year 1802.. Whaete: 
wished chiefly to ‘know wis, the number of persoits wilo 
‘were convicted of capital and transportable offtrives, dtt- 
tinguishing those who had suffered the sentenoe of tife 
Jaws bat he foand great dificulty in obtaintmg any'eot- 
yect information on the ‘subject at the dflice of the Sécte- 
tary of State. It appeared there, that fiom 1602 be Tepe 
the number -of males committed for steating in dwetting 
houses was 499, and the number of females 414; and opt 
of the number of-913, i did not appear chat more than 
one was executed; but there were no means of agcerthin- 
ing how many of the remainder were convicted, or how 
they were disposed of. With a view, therefore, 1d dis- 
tinguish what ‘wos the practice compared with. ihe ‘law 
he should-move fer .a: return of: the ‘numberof pe 
“committed for trial in the several counttes-for the years 
1803, 1806, - 1807; and 1803;: distinguishing the: ortties 
for which committed, the number convicted; the cuueeof 
punish ment, ‘the namber discharged by prodlamhtion)-and 
‘the number executed.’ ‘Fhe next! return waned.’ was the 
whole number. sentenced: to transportation ‘to New Seuth 
Wales, ‘withthe:several ‘periods of their transpovatibhs 
.  < from:the-time_ oft is: first esteblishmens. -: Then Was ‘ah- 
: ether point on this head most material for consideration ; 


{ 
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-namdly,; the tite ustally allowed to elapse after senichte, 
‘before those persons aze cent. out of the country, a time 
‘dhten exoending the, period limited by their sentence, and 
yharing which-they- were generelly imprisoned on board the 
sbuiks.,- H.wonld therefore be necessary to meve for tHe 
«dates of the several convictions, the numbers whe.died on 
‘board the hulks, and the dates of departure tor New South 
Wales. He thought the long continuance on board the 
‘huiks-a mischievous. practice, and thet thisshould not be 
lany: longer pertmitied. He eqgncluded by moving for the 
syeturns alsendy stated. . - , 
:. Afr, Jenkinson said, that..owing to the nature of-the re- 
-{dyne made from the different prisons hitherto, it. would be 
impracticable to comply with the whole of the right ha 
_ nourable gentleman's motions; he had, however, no ob- 
jection to.comply with the motions so far a3 was prac- 


0 Dir. Abererombie waid-he had given a pledge ia the last 
session to- briag thig subject before Parliament; and he had 
outy, waited in deference to bis majesty’s ministers, -in the 
whope that they would have brought it forward, as a duty 
‘hose appropriate to them 3. and. had they done so, and re- 
oferred:the-stibject to a Committee; he could have brought 
irwarsd-the tetimony of persons Mtely teturned from New 
Seuth Wales, after many yers residence, and -who-could 
shave givens much and-impertant information as to the 
Mate ef. the colony, which was of high importance to this 
ination $:‘for no ddéss-than- 44,000 persons had been sent thi- 
ther frona this -countpy since ite establishment, and its po- 
-pulation still rapidly.increasing. No man therefore could 
-predict.thoaltirate importance of that place fo the mother 
country; and it-was high time, after a lapse of twenty- 
‘five yeafs since its establishment, that some review should 
be taken by the legislature, to inquire into its situation 
‘and. what: were thee of those laws under whieh it was 
‘astablished,. If his majesty’s ministers did notbriag for- 
ward the business early in the next session, he pled; 
_ Dimselfito move. for a Committe on a sitbject of whichthis 
country Anewso littl. Fr 
 »LotdGatlereagh adepvited the bounden duty of govern. 
meent, to pay every attention: this important -subject. 
4Ehey actordingly:had not been omissive:in.their duty, 
tyat had. adopted ¢uch rhedeures ap upon thebest informa- 
tion they could conceive were necessary. ln ‘a colony a 
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.very distant, it was necessary te ann the enecative powern- 
ment of the glace with extemive powers. Govermmort 
had been for some time desirous of establishing there sae 
order of things. A new governor was now on his way 
thither, with full instroctioas ; and he teusted 8 world ae 
found that no care had been wanting on the part of- bis 
majesty's government to promote the re of the 
- @olony. . 

Mv. Horner sepperted the idea of Sir S. Remifty. 
- All the resolutions except the first, which was .with 
drawn, were agreed to. . 


ROYAL MESSAGE. 


‘The Chaooellor of the Exchequer brought dowa the 
following message from his majesty : 


“ George R. 
‘© His majesty has directed returns to be made and cer 
ified by the archbishops and ‘bishops of England and 
Wales of the number of livings under the value af 1504 
per annam; and perceiving frorn these retarns, thet, hot- 
‘withstanding the operations of the act passed im the 24 
and Sd years of ber majesty Queen Anne, for the making 
gore effectual her majesty’s gracious intenfions for the 
augmentation of the maintenance of the poor clergy, by 
enabling her majesty to grant in perpetuity the tevenaes 
of the first-fruits.and tenths, the maistenance belonging 
.to the clergy in divers parte of the kingdom is sti masa 
and inauffigient. His majesty has. directed an abpiszest of 
the retprae,, a0.far ap the sampe have hean com to. be 
laid before the House of Cosamons, and if the THouse of 
‘Commons cao fiad eny preper method of eneblisg his 
majesty to accelerate the operation of the ssid act, it will | 
be a great edvantage to the public, and very secoplebty 
to his majesty. _ “GR” * 
Oa the motion ef the Chancellor of the Exehequer, the 
message waa ardezad to be referted to the Cominitéos af 


supply. ; : 
"The right honourable wentber she prreented- at: the har 

an abstract of the returns of the Qrst-feuite and tenths, 

whiek he moved dhould tic on the table, ant 10 ‘be taken 


Sention of the right honewrable gentleman: th. take 
da (be lonsines this aeesion. - wend 
Chancellor of the Exchequer said, it wee im his 
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conteraplaien to propose that-a sum of money shoal be 
yeantad to the (eustess of Queen Anne’s boanty, :io be ap- 
plied tothe selief of the clenzy who: were entitled to # 
‘wader the act. ‘To this, be trustcd, the House would 
-hate fio abjectiom As fo any ulterior object, he would 
Geter the. connideration of that until further information 
~ qwas beid before the House. Log 
Lord Castlereagh obtained leave to: bring in a bill. far 
the better pagalation of the office of agent-geueral to volun» 
tots and: lonal: militia. ae Do, 
COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY. : , a 

Previous to the reading of the order of the day for going 

juto a Committee..of supply, Mr. Huskisson mentioncc 

that in tbe next issuc of exchequer biils, the intcrest would 
be reduced from 34d. per ceut. per day to.3id. which, 
upon the number generallyvin circulation, would produce 
a saving to the country of qbout 100,000/. a year. . 
_ Ht was also settled, (hat any discugsion on his majesty's ’ 
message relating to pecuniary assistance to Austria,. pain, 
or Portugal, shoul take place when the report should be 
feceived, a co _ 
The House having resolved itself, into the Committee, 
{hree mifliong were voted to his majesty, and 300,000/, for 
¢xigencies for Ireland. . noe ty 
he report was ordezed fo be recciyed on Tuesday next, , 
| WAYS ANDMBAN® «© 
On the motion of the ChancteNor of the Exchequer, 
three millfons to be raiseil by exchequer bills were voted 
downside rating the suppties.—Report ou Tuesday. = 
7 "7 ADJOURNED DEBATE. | —— 


> 


, . 1 vf, 2 + tee 
_ Mr. Curzen moyed the order af the day, for resuming 
the adjourned debate, on the bill for the préveation ofthe 
aale of seais in Parhamont, . , ogo woe, 
_. The Speaker explained, that the question was, that be 
now leave the chair. rr 
_. Sir John. Newport. observed, that tbe pbject of the. dill 
speopascd by bis honourable friend .wanld be of amporte 
ace at any, time, but.it was more igperiondy called for 
at this hour than any other, .He felt.agxjous, at all tings 
4a promo@e saop regulajions ps .wepe -calanlated to give 
“‘affact.ta the apitit.ot dhe Grease act, . Lhis was.a pase 
-vilege that the House constitutignally poseed, and which 
| Veote A396 5 BO npr Sain 
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it had often boncficially exerted. ‘He neéd only nierition 
the recent case ef ‘Aylesbury. The moasure'aow 
‘Was precisely of the same nature, with this only diflerence; 
that it went to prevent corruption ; ‘the Aylesbury bidl'to 
punish it. ‘That: case was particularly: dayrant. Sone 
toriows was the corraption, that the sale of that berouge 
was effected by delegates coming Up to town, and seeking 
for a purchaser with whom 1 hey tight: traffic. ‘That 
offence was panished by disfranchising tho! cotrupt eleo» 
tors, and calling in others from the :adjecent districts td 
purify and correct the corrupt-mass of yoters. The effect 
ofthis salutary measure was the establishment of the-ia- 
fluence of property, which he maintained te be ayer 
foctly constitutional influence. fle could not apres with 
a right hononrable member below him (Mr. Windbany) 
that it was the duty of the Hpuse to make a stand agaist 
innovation ; but he thought that they should first covrest 
abuses, and then make their stand. ‘For his own ‘part, he 
had no fear that any general call would be made. tn the 
country that ‘could bring the constitotion into danger. 
Whenever any cry was mised for the purpose of -oveq- 
awing tho deliberations of the legislature, its mischief 
were not: of long duration. The people seen recovered 
from it, and its effects fell on the heads of those who eg. 
cited it. fle was persuaded that great benefits would be 
derived from the meusnre ; and he wished it-to be im- 
ressed upon the people, that the House was dispésed-t 
1 out ‘equal justice to the -elected : and: electors! ‘ it 
amould also operate as a gaard to popular eleotion. «The 
operation of the bill would be partioalarly: favourable: @ 
bargage tenure ; and men of talents would be niore-likely 
to find their way into that House than if meney were the 
‘wole passport to it. Those who possessed influence woukd 
book out for men of talents and virtue, such as weatd bee 
credit & themaclyes and their recommendation. - ‘Of this 
@ memorable instance oceutved in Iteland, where Loni 
Oharlemont introduced into the parliament of that countty 
® mentber (whom he was proud to-call his friend) of distin- 
‘guished talents, and who had proved himself not only He 
lent ‘of his country, bat the friend of Lumen kind sR 
‘gecaht the right honourable member (Mt. Grattan) for tte 
‘eity of Dablia.: (Hear, hear 5° That ‘nodleman) wydn 
‘being apylied to upon seme pro esitidn ready td the ewe 
¢rendering of boroughs, replied that so long ts te had beld 
-his borough, he had -considered himself ad‘ holding it-in 
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_ trust fox the public, and that be-had always returned such 
tas ‘itas:were capeble ef rendering them service, 
h¢; dononralle member obsermed, that-if ever thero wen | 
timewhen it: wasinenmbeston, Parliament taconsult the po- 
pulariapinién,. anil 4eendeavaur to, acquire confidence: bx 
faired legal: uncuas, -it was,.the-present. He would nat 
go: the lengthiofsaying, that they were bound: {n-all casas 
ta. surranden thiir-opinion to that of the people, -but-dhast 
Shey: shoeld Jeok! with' doubt upne any opinion of their 
pwhy, 20btradiotary even to the. prejuthiccs-of the penple. 
Phemosmanavemty;could not possess:-a: greater friend 
inthis equatry,.and ane who could more -powertully cane 
ftibutarto ad-him ao his design upon -it, than he. whe 
waultl. advise Parliament-te scout popular opinion. There 
nis: eainference juatlg:due in this couiry to the populer 
Weieds : [iba representatives of tha people could. adopt ne 
morn efecianl: meays of reoommenting themselves to the 
ain fideiog of dhe peeple, than. by doing away what was 
satied ithe tradg.of Pariament. It was pdtorious Lhat mang 
persons paid, their money for sents ia that tHeuse-wpon.spe- 
walstion . The:specylator purchased:a ticket in the pay 
diamentary lotiesy,-and tite public were anre.to. pay the 
“prizai » OF thesa speculators some werd commercial, aome 
prokeesioas! persous 3 but the abjeat of both were the same. 
wehe wished. to put down this-traflic, and. cdnoei ving 
that. ié- would be,efeoted by the bilk before the Hotuse,. he © 
rwould vote. for going into the Gompittes. . - oy 
o Wr. io Sath said, that: therc . wene- u0- two things 
mote diferent. than. parliamentary and anarchical -ye- 
foxm. The foxmer-was net only a reform of Purliamens, 
ut, i wes a..reform of Parjiament:ia Parliament. He 
iwonld -nos:vete: fos going into the Committee if he did 
~ anat expeet’ that the bill would lead to.cometbing furthest. 
-[f he werg:asked why .be looked te somethiog funhes, be 
.would. asawer, thet if-be did not, be:would sot -have ber 
qua where he.ought. It wes:a.-melaachely fact, that 
-among: ihe. electors, -evea among. these. best constituted, 
sthere: was.-more cormaption than any friend tn bis country 
sould: desire, It.was a. mockery, a gross and: insult 
mockery, to. tclk the electors that they: were nat to be al- 
nlawed to-aelt ther votes ane, by oa, while another, wes 
permitted to sell them. in. gross. His objection to dhe. 
-,presens bill. was, that it did nut cut up corruption by the 
-yoots, bud that itlopped of.only a few branches from tke 
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worst part of the constitution. Ie did -not impede any 
vath upon the nominators ta boroughs. - There ‘wers'thvee 
motile. by which the sale and purchase of seats conld-be 
effected. They may be trafficked, either. for digniies, 
for influence, or for money. If the former mediam was 
éxcluded, the market sould be entirely under the'cow- 
tron! of ministers ; for i¢ was only from them, or thr 
their accommodation, that places or titles cotild be 
tained. if boroughs were to be purchased .for money, 
ministerg‘would find many competitors; bat when dip- 
trittés or influence: could atone be received ‘in exuhonge 
they would tiave the market to themselves: Nels wotte 
impose an additional affliction npun representation. Al- 
though he did net'-expect much frem the bill, He woatdl 
consent to tet it go into a Committer, to sce whether ‘the 
objections: to it could be removed. It would udmit sft 
question, whether corruption was most to be feared ‘in 
the person who was sent to Parliament, or in Kitm-whw 
went him there. The former was ostensible and reepon- 
sible’; responsible not indeed to the electors who sent -hite 
to Purliament, but to the -country at large. . That is, he 
was bound, of rather he conld not well decline, ‘if catted 
@pon, to explain the motives of any vote he might bate 
given. ‘The person who nominated had no odeasivn to 
fear the inconveniencies of responsibility or exposure: > He 
would pecp behind the curtain, and enjoy all the udveg- 
tages retulting from the corraption of the person who was 
veturned through his influence. The motives of men- 
hers for obtaining seats in that House were various. He 
would not deny that some of these were most corre pt atid 
Improper; but he also kmew that thére were many per- 
ons in that Honge who purchased theiy seats, whose views 
were as pure, as liberal, and as constitutional-as those of 
persons who owed their election to the free voice ofthe 
Poole. If he were sure of alwuys: obtuinite such mea, 


‘the woald not be-very soliofous aboat parliamentary re- 


ferm. fo was: persuaded that the bill coming upon the 
pack of what they had seen of inte mast ba prodeactive of 
great advantage, and- therefore +he would vote for goisg 
into the Gommitteen | ts :; 

| Mr. Spencer Stanhope would vote for gaing into the 
‘Goramittee; for a: more imperfdct bill he never read, er 
‘one that was more objectionable in all its clauses. He: 
“wished to ¥oe whether . thete way a possibility of somedy- - 
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ing shew, in ithe Committee. . .1f the. questian had bee 
for the..thisd ineading of the Dill, be would hayes vated 
-@gminal, its; - da tae a ee nn . ue 
. ule. IDesies, Giddy said, .be objected to the bill, be- 
gause, in bis.opinien, it: went te alter in a yory.matertal 
dogrea'the :cqnstiption of: the country... There could be 
nothing more epeeniial to. the..welfare agi) prosperity of 
any.couniry, and of this ie pantcular, than the secarity 
of. pravate: ptaperty ; no constitution could be safe whene 
that -wan.not.fixed and esteblished an a sound aad pere 
saament, faundation. The property in. freehold tenures, 
‘whieh gaye aright to vate,.was as much entitled to the 
protection of the House as apy other spacics of property 
‘whetever. it had along time been a matter of nice con- 
sideration inthis country, how far they could acdmit 
intercatrto be taken for the use of money, for fear it should 
; wate inlo usury, and it. was not till after the lapse 
_ Of many yoam, that the ptoper line was drawa in regard 
tm 4hat most important article, the Inan of..maney, ia a 
eommercial country. An. honourable geatleman had ad- 
suised the Houseto consult the popular: opinion.. In bis 
aiind there was no term more..ambiguoys than that of 
«popular opinion.. If by that-term it was meant to listen 
cto the arguments and sentiments of lange bodies of men, 
sepnvened.and collected tegether for particular political 
purposes, they should shortly be reduced to.a subording-' 
stion, te Caovamittces posscased of a sweeping power, ancl 
the.inevitable result must be that the government would 
ibe converted iate a demberacy.. Than this sort of govern- 
ment acthing.could be more to be deprecated.; # was 
auapoenible thet any large extended country could exist 
oder a domacracy.; for after a.few yeara of the tumul- 
duary: proceodings of such a form of government, it coukd 
not: fail to end: in: an abaolyte tyranny. He was one of 
these who. wished the bill ta go into aCommiitee, in 
-erder (o.sce if any ching could be made. of it in the way 
.in whieh it was.intended te.operate. The till.went te in-. 
ict a-penadty on corruption.. He believed there. was sugh 
-a:.mase-of corruption in the representation as ought, .if 
sible, to be put a stop to; but hew..was.it.to be dane? 
24f you. ge-from the bovoaghs io the great: towns, you will 
rind it nearly: the sameiie both, and how ave you.to remedy’ 
a2 Would you disfranchiso the votes im the laiter.as well 
~anthedoraior i ‘Hox Bis own part, be gould not but view 
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the small boroughs in'a very differont light. to-what minp 
ethers did. They wevea medium: to whieh bre af the 
greatest and brightest men, whose talents had_ ever adurns 
ed that Howse, had made their way: into it 9 and - really 
he did not ere how they were to be got-rid-of by any othes 
taode than (hat of ;fiattering the vibeste passidns;, anth ens 
-lamoiating the government, which. could uot fail: to 
duce great and universal cdiseentéent, aad might: lcad: 4q 
violence in the country. It had been stated by. thethoe 
nearable barenct who opened: this ‘debate,. that no. - mar 
who cme into the House by means of monsy. cughtiowe 
allowed to remain ia it. He differed: very matesnliy 
with the henourable hasoact on that sntyect. 1 udaviege 
constitution. under which we had ygaue on:so'long:omiu 
the atmost success, kappiness, and prosperity; weehbabl 
be extremely caretal and cautinus how we 'attearpted 40! 
alter it. He had travelled over a grvat pactof the.cpamtrg: 
and there was not a town or village in it whiel be had 
_ Visited ia which its prosperity was .not strikingly imdnie 
fest. Ounmanufactatcs, except such as. greasl paliepenak 
en the luxusies and frivolitics of foreign countriea,:.wess 
‘im a mest prosperous and fleerishing state; : and if ithe 
effect of those. efforts intended to bring about e refono 
should produce a ferment in the couniry, som Gibb 
eonfnsion should ensue for one single week, ‘more sciteds 
mischief and calamity would zeowlt:from it than second ‘ail 
the corruption which had.ever taken place:sinde the reqgn 
of William Hi. Te FEL 
Sir Francis Burdett ‘said, that devtrines so' navel 
extraordinary had lately been introdaced-into that ditangsy 
be found himself altogether. at a luss how to answes:thmpas 
The.wzituation.ia which he stood at that: mqmeént was a 
new and ¢0 unknown to the received and-acknowldgedh 
principles of the constitution, that he ceuld: not but con- 
ceive the tleuse-ap longer -wede ihe apyearastce! of. 
the: representatives of the Conwanns.Hoase of -Patitahentu 
‘Lhe. circumstances of ‘the present day werd: so: newand 
singular, that it seemed impossible to cali that Heusé:the 
representatives ofthe nation--but, like the atemea of Epi- 
Gurls, some reptesente! one thing, and some: dnotherve 
some represented cerlain small. pascels of tadividaaiay 
aggac their own :monoy—bat,. least ofiall,idid they repte- 
sent.tbe.Commons.of. Eagland.: {He toliysthesetote, come 
siderable difficulty how to act ; but. he was determined is 
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‘do‘hia duty té Those who had delegated hint to that place; 
gad wontd reise his voice iu. as: sizong and enetgetic.last- 
‘penpe aadeceneprand decorum would allow, agninst that 
spstdn ofvcotmuption which,.. ifi-aat ‘immediately assailed: 
wail speodily overcome, must: prave most disastrous and 
destructive: to the. dearest and. most -vital: interests of the 
‘enuiiey and of the coastitution. . The present debaic. bad 
‘boee origginatiy opened: by: an. honewrable gentleman »p- 
‘posites whom he did not then.see.in bis place, in. the most 
eutradsdinany, manner, and upon the most extravagant 
gaoond: he. laad ever heard af.. He had attempted to jas- 
‘By: thre! potsentimode of sending members to that House, 
‘yy cansparings it with what-lad been done: in former pe- 
-wods:of onc history. He (Sir Francis Bardett) thought’ 
it, however, necessary to staic, that if; that House could 
He allowed to:be-viewed ia any other light than that of 
‘the bepyeseatatives ef the people, they would lose-all their’ 
Giguity anit baporiance. ‘That. honanrable member, - in 
thebtuteatent avhich he-made in onder to cover the shame 
-of their House, for the traasactious: whioh had lately passed 
init, ‘adiavowed that the House had formerly been ig 
therpay:.of: a .Freach monarch.: -He knew rot :to what 
~pasticulas:pesiod the honourable .gentlemag meant to 
-‘alindes whether % was to Charlea the-Secend when. be 
wold Duakirk to.the Krench, or tothe particular case of 
-Bariiten,:who took upon bim,to atigmatize: that flouss 
- withthe title of the. penstoned Parkament.. He ! did net 
-etwy the-bhonousable member his feelings, which ceahl 
‘permit to him. to bring forward snch an extenuation of 
tines: Present, pracessiags “of 1 that Honse. If he meant te 
ey members‘had a right to sit there by aveaus- of cac- 
ruptién,rhekoped this dactrine would stimulate ministers 
. to actyaud apenly to declare, that the House, as thea con 
. atitubed; was aat.ihe Conunons House of Parliament. - 
. Phe Spraker!reve to-order. - rr 

' dard A; Hasditon said be thought that-as the argu. 
gwet.irad heen. stated: by the honuiirable gentleman, and 
ecthonwueable-baranet had only: commented on it in ge- 

’ perl, heiwas:notiaut ofordere ne 
 .. eSpenker said, the mwases why be had called the ho-~ 
‘meutaie bazonet bo account was, ! that-bo: had wid ‘they 
were ant be Commons H euse of: Parliament.” 6°: 5? 
Shim Bvdacis: Bucdedt -eoniimecd, and said -that he wap 
~aware-of the reason why ihe Speaker called bim to order. 


‘ 
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as senile the righ¢ bomonrable ‘gentleman was fall 

-promed with the idea of better times. Up tothe 19 
f this month, he. had always supposed that. the -Hegec 
was pure, oiherwise he should not have imcuraed his :in- 
terruption. He was now addrouing ben on a new aad 
very extraordinary situation of the House. ‘The howuar- 
able member had called the attention of the House éo the 
South Sea scheme. He could not have advened.4o a mere 
unfortunate cra ; fer they at that period panished corrept 
ministers. That House did not scem toe posses the feel- 
ing instinct of the animal .world; for whes ence adeer 
was wourled, the herd would never more slew: ben :to 
associate with thom. The Housc, however, seeused -will- 
ing and desirous to try something .to cave the- corcept 
character of a minister. The honousnable moereber. hed 
instanced the cases of Lord Meiville aod .the Duke of 
York You, Sir, (addressing hhimeelf to the-ipeaher,) 

id on that occasion ve, by zoapting votes tlhe dignit 
of the House; but did the honourable. meaber seocllect 
that those who voted against Lord Melville vated for his 
being tried by a jury 2?” As te the Duke of York, be kmew 
not how be could form an argument as. to the judgasent 
of the House: to advise his Royal Highness to withdraw 
from the command was to abide by the judgment of the 
Howse. There had been many gentlemen. in: the Mouse, 
at various pesiods of time, .who had declared that -tle:etate 
of the House of Commons must lead to an arbitasry: aps- 
tem, either by means of a corrupt parliament or a stend- 
ing army. The: honourable membor who had jast vat 
down had told the Honse, that many wensbers af tho most 
eminent talents had found their way into thet: Hodes 
through the medium -of the small boro 3 ambithat, 
theretore, they were.of advantage to. the: intesests. of that 
House and of the peaple. He differed. however on thal 
point; he did nat wish that: House to -be.a: theatte for 
_ political adventurers, for lawyers to- mabe theit way into 
:‘itasa path whigh was sure to lead them: to the gual of 
. patronage and preferment mtheir profession.: He weald 
: certainly wich that property: should: havotits foil ‘weight. 
. He objected, however, 10 the bil, because it: gave aqubdo- 
- poly to the minister of the day, and ‘ko. objected 60. itsin 
~- every pointof viewt. He thought held oat. whet it 
jeu. dot accemplish; that it was, id fect, chiddishly 
: imperfect. -lie: objected to the onth; as a. chumsy: left- 
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handed - measure of reform, tending much to introduce 
ter immorality than at present prevailed among us. 
here were so many pregnant instances of getting rid of 
-onths, that it was necessary to put a stop te them. He 
alluded particularly to the oath of (qualification in that 
House. The East India directors had formed an oath 
that was not effective, and the Custom House and Excise 
‘oaths were so well known to be considered as nugatory 
and-of no avail, that to continue them wasa mockery of 
justice and a vital stab to morality. He did not believe 
there was more virtue in this oath than in anv of the others, 
except as to its length: it was certainly the longest oath 
he-had ever seen, and he considered it as an aggravation 
of the evils of which the people of England have a right 
to complain. He thought it wasa strange state to which 
we were now reduced. -He, and those with whom he 
- acted, were reproached, because they were of no party ; 
they did not want ploce or pension; but because they 
would not be constantly thwarting his majesty’s ministers 
. in every thing they brought forward—because they did 
mot wieh for a change of ministers, and conceived that 
the present were as adequate to carrying on the public 
- business as any other, they were fonnd ‘fanlt with as ex- 
pressing a language which was palatable to none of theie . 
opponents, He should, however, content ‘himself with 
standing yp as the constitutional guardian’ of the rights 
and privileges of that House, of the people, and of the 
public purse. He considered, that those who were not 
- now in place were not to be regretted on that account, 
because,.when they were in office, they had not done any 
" thing they had previously promised fo do. He alluded 
particularly to Mr. Burke’s bill, which’ was introdaced . 
with a display of eloquence, as a meastire of economy 3 
and yet, notwithstanding all its boasted virtues, Mr. Burke 
survived the effects of i, and to see it a mere dead Ictter. 
_As to the public purse, it had been seen that Lord Mel- 
ville set it at defiance, and the House. bad not sent Lord 
Melville to the Tower. The very admission of this bill 
allowed, that something ought to be done; ‘but he obe 
- jected to it, becanse it allowed a kind of measure by which 
minivters:woald be protected, and the gentlemen on the 
‘other side shake hands with them. He adverted with - 
considerable severity to the corruptign practiscd in Ireland 
at the time of bringing about the Union, and from alf 
Vou. Lil.—1809. © 3 P ot 
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those circumstances inferred, that a reform in patliamert 
wis abo'utcly necessary. Many gentlemen think this 
not the time for a reform, but what was the time? Me 
feared many were of the opinion of Mr. Charles Townsend 
that neither in time of peace or of wat was it proper to 
bring it forward, and if so, when could it be done? In 
1785, when Mr. Pitt was a friesd to réform, Mr. Dundas 
was also a friend to its; but as soon as they became mi- 
ntisters, However friendly they wetc to it before, they then . 
turned theie backs on it. . 
Mr. Fuller was astonished that a gentleman should de- 
_ -preciate the liberty of his country at a time when he was’ 
rhaking one of the freest specches tbat bad ever past the 
Hps of man. With respect to being a real representative 
of the people, he certainly had as much right to call hint- 
sclf'so as the honourable baronét—for he had never bribed 
the county of Middlésex, and thrown away -70,0007., upon 
an clection; nor had be éevet produced § or 400 voters, 
o were afterwards found not to be yoters, and many 
of whom had since been sent to Botany Bay.—( Hear !)— 
As to the people who made fine speeches, and clap 
their hands upon theit hearts—they might as well hace 
chapped them any where else. (A laugh.) Affér they 
had gained their object, they might perhaps exclaim like 
Jack Wilkes, “* What fools these fellows are to bé sé 
Acluded !” With respect to the bill, he did not thtnk it 
could be effectual—for theré wete many things besides 
fioney which a man might give to pfocure votes, such 
as a purcheon of rum—( Loud aug ing \ _ horsé to 
another, and @ pipe of wine to a third. e bad no ob- 
jection to allow the bill to go to a Committec ; although 
e ‘did not like the administration of oaths proposed in it, 
by which the Duke of Norfolk, (Order!) or the Duké of 
any body else, might be sent (o Botany Bay for giving a 
int of Wine, and thea {nadvertently swearing that he had 
not been guilty of bribery.——(4 lau k.)—IJnstead of such 
a penalty, he vould prdpese.ta the Committce to substi- 
tuce'a heavy fine, and exclusib: from the existing Parlia- 
ment He conctuded with vbserving, that no man de- 
bervid to te a reprebe’ tative of the people, who would - 
ot det y the’ travelling: expenses.of those who, caine to 
Supp chin, "© ook en 
Af, . Wither fores said, the honawrable baronet, ip at- 
Guilig todo awoly abuses, should not vilify the constitu- 
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tion: and thoigh he did not see much good resulting fram. 


Che present measure, yet when any thing immoral wag 


pginted ont, they “ought to consider it. In any period, ° 


ut more especially in the times in which we naw live, we 
should take care how we suffer abuses of great magni+ 
tude to centinne. ‘The constitution af this cauntry, tdken 
either specylatively or practically, was allgwed ta be fag 
sipérior to any ollfry Donot let ns, haweyer, imaging 
{hat abyscs may be continued with safety. One of the 
most valuable parts of the constitution was the liberty of 
the presse and through that, every circumstance tending 
to abyscs may be fully commented ap. One, gentleman 
had declared he would. wish tg separate thase .who were 


‘for a temperate reform from those who were mpre violent; _ 
put be feared that would scarcely be possible. The hop 


gurable baronet spoke of the iusuiliciency of gaths. 
No map more lamented than he did the: multiplicity of 
oaths; but he could not say oaths were improper, it 
wag only the abupe of them; the evil of the myltipli- 


cation of vaths was certainly mischieyous. When the - 
_ honourable baronet mentioned the qualification oath he 
- did not recollect there was no penalty attached to it; 
but all others were liable 10 that of perjury. A great 
~ number of oaths had, however, been rendered unnecesspry 


by the consolidation of the customs. As for the prescat 


. bill, he should be for astopting the Bie if attended with 
"a penalty, With respect to the 
_dnfluence and bribery, as drawn by his honourable friend 


istinction ' between 


near him (Mr. W. Smith), he could scarcely distinguish 
where the one ends or the pther begins. Jf we state to 
‘the people that what we call influence they call corrup- 
tion, every man would dispense with his morality so as 
best fo suit lis interest; and if there was any. pretence of 
immorality in that House, it would have an effect on the 

ople of the most mischievous tendency. Jn the former 
part of his life he had been a friend to a ipadgrate and 
temperate reform, and though ig his latter days he had 
thought more coolly on the subject, aud suffered it to lie 
dormant for a time, yet he could see ng reason why he 
should now change his vpiniog on that sybject. 


_ He recommended it to the House to progeed, but to 


proceed cautiously pad temporaiely. Changes bad lately 
taken place which rendered some correction necessary. 
Statements bad been made in the House which would 

kn considered shameful some time ago, hut which, 


~~ 
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since late transactions were tolerated, the seme im predian © 
had been made on the country, and therefore some tempe:'- 
rate and caulious course ought to be adopted. Tha he. 
recommended as a good measure, and net as a libel en the - 
constitution. 

Mr. Windham declared, after all he had heard, he stzi. 
retained his sentiments this aub) Jt waa: soughé.. 
to remedy corruption, bat it ought to be cansidered : 
what was called corruption: of corruption there’ were., 
many degrees. What degree of jt then did this bill seek : 
toremedy ? He would puta case: Suppose, previous ‘ta - 
an election, person came to the candidate, and said, * I's 
have some influence, aud I would wish to vote for ihe 
best, but I have got many mortgages on my edate, 
think I should get some "indemnity. Well--the minister. 
agrees, and says he wishes very mnch te. get his friend 
into Parliament, and he was sure his father’s frieed: would: 
‘compensate the electors, who had Jost so wuch.”’' Was 
this to be branded as corrupt? If 80, he was sorry fer it, 
because it would deprive him of much reverence for wany - 
men whom he had been in the habit of considering both. 
as great and patriotic characters. But in what did thooos- 
ruption consist? ‘The Jaw cestainly would rendes whit: 
it chose illegal: byt.then this bill did not say, these jrrace ° 
tices were corrupt according to law; bat there eaght:to- 
be a law made to render them gorrépt. He could:-niot:. 
, agree to this, yr less the offence was radically and patoralty .. 

corrupt, was malum in se. Now he would ask, how.cotdh 

the objects of this bill be considered so? Conld-the'satoef - . 
offic. s of trast be considered se ? He could. not think it, 
and he need noi quote on this subject the decisions of many 
wise as-enmblim she need pot ‘quote the ptactice “pf the 
parliaments of Franee, which national prejudice would | 
not prevent him from considering upright aud honcurable 
conrts of juitice, and as the orldin of many wise and.eng: 
Eat tencd mene but he-would tefer th our owi practi eat 
home. Pleees of trusf were sole here y yes, and in. by 
very srnetnacis of the! stim ies onl ch, and ia the 1 
ray ese hie? ehiecee everrttenditty Tok jificial characters 
peer lLoand MIP eo bad beet were tell from itz ato, 
racy tonted be beter filled He did ‘not’ wish the pr C-.. 
bar i said be iseoutind d, ‘and he “would ask’ those whe. 
Liaatent Wtforenily wotlt they object’ to the sale ‘bf ade - 
ners ETF mots he Mlle, witliut’ any grea. paradon 


a yt 


a 
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ing ht-be allowest his opiifon én thie ‘subject, Buf'even | 
su pose these practices ‘were corrupt, who wasto be thought 
the most corrapt party, fhe bayer or tre seller? the ini- 
nister ov fhe elector? ‘He dit: not think the minister was, 
for if he had corruption, his corruption was only deriva- 
tite > isiorigiemted with ihe setter; ‘Butagain, even ‘sup- 
pose the inéwistér was corru: t so far,-was he to be degrad- 
’ edite the tsasest' criminal:?* Was: he -to be compared ‘toe 


peeudatoror ihte?? (Ffeur, hear!) If it was atiowed to be 


snad-ehatthode who made ‘such exchanges were corrupt, 
then mere msertion wotld nut stop there, but would go io’ 
establish the corrupt influence of all property. He for his 
part did nest like to remove the influenced of property. He . 
could not pessibly either widerstand the legal distinctions 
of this béll:; he did not understand making that illegal | 
in-vetadl which was allowed to be pure in wholesale. [¢- 
remméuded hit of'a piece of wit which was current in bis 
boyish days at a Norfotk election, against a member who | 
had taken an aetive patt in curtailing the inclosure ofa 
commen. it was asked, what-would you do to him who | 
would take a goose from a common ? and this was then 
fokewed up by ‘asking, ‘what would you do to him who 
would take the common from the gdose'? (a laugh.) But 
even ithe-expectations of the honourable niover of this bill. 
wore'disappointed. He éxpected that it would operate as 
a wharni, that if would renovate the constitution, and unite. 
and: cencéliate all its-opponents! These splendid hopcs 
might be af nipt-in the bad, and the bill not even outlive 
a seedod readingi- - Hs co 

‘+ @ #¢ Oh t Fast below’d and lost—admir'd and mourn’d!” 

‘The tendency of the alarms which.had been created 
ought; however, to be considered. In times like the pre- 
sent, various were the denominations of those who sought 
fot some revolution, and not less various were their motives. 
Many joined the cry from ignorance, many from folly, 
mavy ito fanaticism. Some were incited by the vilest 
passions, and some from, more pure but not less dangerous 
pine’ les ; numerous were the knaves, and numerous the 

} Uesirous af change. (fZear, hear!) All of these 
sone fone henge We net fe the same sort of change; 
their Views were as yariqus as their understandings ; but 
alf united in their, i citement, self-interest. (Z/ear!) One 
pa dy tebresenting he manied community, sought reform ; 
and Ghe ‘persobdted’ the landed interest; and a« third, 
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fasscesing noither -mupey nor laad, but pluming theme. 
selves on the real or faacied auperiority of their talents, : 
condemned fortuns for not seconding the views of gature,. 
and plising tbem at the hel of affairs. (4 lavgh.) .AIL 
these parties were at work together, combined with all the: 
Various passions sect afloat in such a ferment! He sememge: 
hered such another crise about twenty-five years age, 
when the reformers rose against the coustilution, denounee ; 
ing it as hostile tothe rights of man. - Tha ery did not 
then succeed in this country, but it echoed aver the cone. 
tinent and in France, amid bluodshed and coatuaigs, aud. 
excited a shock by which the potitical world bas beea over, 
since convulsed. Now that cry bas beep dircontioned 
here, but that of corruption, and abuse, aed taxes, ware 
raised ig its plicd insuiously enough: taxation wap.a, 
Teost apt topic; no ‘man could like it, hawewer necessary. 
his sober judgment might deena it, and the reformerp 
were determined never to let it stand. They worked on 
all sides, just as a sick maa, in the hope of rest, tosses here 
aud ibere. oe 
“ ku ssumque mytat Jatus.” , 
So they, with the desire of irritation, eternally shifted ia 
their operations. They went about and about, just ae 9 
woodpecker wiuds about.a tree, not indeed like the ; 
bird, to desiroy 4he grubs and worms, but to reize upen 
some ratten part of the trunk, that they may de-trey the 
tree altogether. (Loud cries of hear!) The ery of the ab- 
moxiows income tax stioceedead that of sinecuse places. 
The latter, indeed, was too ridiculous to last long, but it 
answered the end of tle reformers in niakiog an impres> 
sion of which they availed themsclves.when its cause was 
discontinued. Jobs also furnished a fruitful topic ; but 
it was impossible for any ministcr to prevent the people 


from using every advantage for their own interest,'in their 


dealings with the public. ‘The crime did not originate 
with thé minister: it arose from the lower orders, from 
that hot-bed pf vice, of whose corruption the election 
mentioned in that night’s debate furnished a most appro- 
priate example. Trace the progress of ouc of thase elece 
tion jobs. A cantidate goes down (o some borough. Mr. 
Such-a-one instantly attacks hinr; some attorney or brewer, 
perhaps, assures him he has great interest inthe borough, 
and that he willbe most happy to serve him, but that he 
has ason,a lieutenant, whom he would be happy to age 
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nvantet ofthis ship. The eahdtdate speaks to'tlte mi miatory: 
guts tle son promoterd, and gains the brewer's votes. With : 
whowt. does the job originate here? Bat view the case: 
differentty ; the candidate who has, perhaps, too much : 
honedty, or tiv little interest, dées hot accomplish the: 
desited promotion. What ts the consequence? Oh, the’ 
_ brewer's patriotism is-ap—his honesty is roused—he ine 
forms the tandidate he has tnken the independent side, and: 
rtiins to the hustings shoutihe and bawling full-meuthed 
‘agaitst corruption! ‘Thete is the history and conversion, 
ofa popular elector! (4t laweh.): What) is the Parlias 
ment te be reformed on account of sich a efyas this, when’ 
thé very criers themeelves are the audlors of (he corrup- 
tli ? Surély the House would not allow a measure apon 
stich #rotinds'as this. Even if they: did, it would never 
rectitcile'the people. It operated even against the hope 
of the mover. ‘An hdhonrable barohot. had, bowever,’ 
thought proper tb say; that the House of Commons. wag 
HoOt'A ‘Loristituent ‘part of a pute Parlinment. I waty 
indeed a House of Commons, and stth & Hote of Comv 
mons as it always had béen, but §€ was not a Hoose of 
Commons siited to that honourable: barovtt’s thodry.. 
Fire Honourable baronet was perpétuaily referring te the 
purity of past times, and denying that any good could 
ever be expected unless some change todk place. Wheat. 
Ahinree dfehive tant? But nach change had taken place, and 
a charge for the better too, even since the 80 much vaan 
purity of-our ancestors. He would refer the honowrble 
4Yorret to the relexation in the prerogative as an iestinoei: 
As forthe popular schenrés Which were alluded to, God 
teferd him from ever silting tn A Partiament chosen from 
umvid: all the Viecs and follies: of what (he homoutebla 
Karowet sebmed to chitk a popular elee'iin! He had x6 
hesitation'in saying, that of-all the nren who eat in-Pariias 
ment, those did the feast serve to the state who eternally 
clambured aboot’ popular barthens. (fear!) la’ fact, 
$filie sovernment existed inthe state of -h popular ohedtion, 
ihe monarchy would not: hoki a tdetvenronth. Fat-was &- 
fron: his desien.to follow the course of the besoutable 
baronet ; he had trken too extensive a ranges and, mMmdeed, 
his enrite‘object, and the object of his friends seemed to be. 
toraisea character of honssty for themselves by ¢allinwerery- 
person elve ropnits. “Wirat did tte worthy beronet trean 
y- such a-line of conduct? What right had he to. such. 


/ 
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Mt sacrifices had te made }- It might-be 
‘ome, but none he certainly had made 
ay afer all his outcry, he had geined as- 
@ independence asothers had acquired -hy jheir . 
af. The fact was, those whom. be was in the habit: 
«branding with opprobrium, had relinquished mych 
more than ever he had done himself. He here instanced . 
Mr. Pitt’s magnanimity in leaving office, in 1801, which. | 
bad become almost a seoend nature to him, because he. 
gould not conscientiously abandoa a measure te which he 
had pledged himself; yet this was the man. which the 
heriourable baronet was in the Habit of denominating as. 
the link.of corruption. All the honeurable baronet beamed . 
tp want was, to depreciate every other -person. ‘Abused. - 
was ibe only stock ofa patriot~—he was-Hhe an attorney— 
all he had to do was to cry out “ I am-the only: hone : 
man.”—-(4 laugh.) fLadeed, % was a-trade which shy - 


wretch might set up, no matter how peers abuse warits- . 


only requisite capital, no matter how base, how low, how :' 
degraded. Indeed, than such a patriot’s occupation theré- 
was bo profession more deWased, except perhaps that of a 
crimp serjeant at- afair. Having thus designated them. 
he would conelude witha Hope that the House would ab 
allow those neadern, reformers to enjoy even the idea éf 6 
tesn porary-driamph. . fon 
Mr.. Batherst- was for the bill's going into a Gommitted; 
Ele spoke nt some length. upow the sabject,  ---. tt 
... Lord Porckester, although he could nat céntprehend 
the wholesale and rétail provietons-of the bil, s€iil wit 
‘for its going itto-a Committee as’ -he thought it might 
there mvottified so nv, te_boowme efioactone. | He spoke at 
some length ageitat pretended reforiners, aitd: panegyrised 
the constitution, which he wished to remainias it was. Be 
reaprobnted the idea that the chy ‘of vevotation: way act-t6 
be ralsed. when. snchireformers excited falsely every wher 
the alarm of corruption, Our: constitalion was ond’ of 
the purest existing,.:and preserved ua. -onhatt: whon- all 
the continental states werd! crembling end-déjointed- by 
ie frencarn ofeatresistloed=tyrint.os Ho centred wevereby 
the conduct of Sir Freacis Bartley id representing the 


Anieideciaion of the House .o6:Barnimoks ithe cnenef tte’ 
-Duke of ¥urléas be-had deac,: wack :eodiended that. sie 


House bad mop virtuallyaoqaiteedtbe Duke. 0: 
wa Oa Ae Ue ee: 
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AGO.) emate ay Pagtranett at, . st 
Sr F Ce 
" ! OM. Tie ih agg design of the noble Jord's 
ad jue sa dove Meee to prove Moen honest “— 
jeat as well have remained si or dertalp persons 
odd never think -either him or oy one. See ta ehe dia 
net acquiesce in a)ithe chimeras of the honourable haronet, - 
(3 , Rear, ‘hear } It wos the design gt him and hj 
icads to excite auch an epinion am e e3 an 
hee believed, in his soul wa also the ah not to ha 
myenpportess in that House, lest their designs should fai 
end Rablic would begia to think too favourably of the 
m.. It.was their desire to raise a populas ferment by 
dog of abuses which often had no existence, and by 
kagating of semedies-which they never meant te put in exer 
cutiond Far waa it from their thoughts to come manfully 


and constitutionally down to that House and state the 
int if ang ok they really had. No, it sui 

$0  barengecs at taverns, to mount thy 

hor, to tell, the people to mee 


not fer nedesss to their représensati ve: 
gnger fit to be ealled an Honse of Comfong. 
tes their plan to raise a. cry by. which the infatuate 
peop night be hurried ta thei rain, by hinti at cots 
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“et stich insjmiation might’ Have ‘ht the course df'tlte 
simmer? How could he'hope rot tobe attacked by vonie 
gedittéous mob, rowsed against him dy' such unfounded ca- 
lumntos'? ‘(#¥ear!y Such ‘an assertion was titectly talee, 
and he cafled on the worthy birbnet ejther to del y“ok-own 
tt.' He @id not “know how the worllry ‘baronet: co 

bring Kiawelf to make sich dn ‘atsertion 5' for his amta 


aanete in private life; md-his ‘condfilatory dénduct, 
weré proverbial. -No man ‘could be ‘more’mit? than hn 


was anti! he'mougted the rostram at ¢he‘Crotn did sAbe 
vhor=—then dll was thanped—-all-was atntee, andlas far 
relate? to him, ‘calumny. “In this ‘instance, not ont) 


desjen, but his fyaorkntd was exposéd; and! to‘provis es 
it 


he would offer the worthy baronet, ie ‘hie withed to's 
penny hotiestly, (dowd: cheer?) some thousarid. pou 
sided he would take on him tte profit and hal teed Pe 
Yical speculutions.’ ‘ But ‘what were the worthy ' bureaet’s 
qualifications for this reneral céhtorship ? | What Gad be 
¥ver done? ‘What feats ‘had: he pétformed ?: ‘Why,- ta 
deed, he had Harandifed the thob and troutted. the tbh 
anost eloquently at ‘the pable taverns.’ (Hear, tear 
hacl never warded off any rent danger, but had fintter 
about during hts’ putitic Hft; d political sea-pull, screnis- 
fae, and screeching; and sputtering about fot) ‘weather 
~whidly bevét atriverl. - 
never'been troubled with office; the reasons for that anis 
‘bé various $“pérhaps tha cause might-have been own 
— Faneliontios s perhaps: big fmmensefortund fight - Have 
“exériptdd hich from ie cares 3 or perhaps he ‘Had never 
‘been imporfutted’ wpon ‘the’ 'sithyeat. | Cf lavzh:'}) ‘Od 
tainly he (Mr. Tiernéy) had been in office, for be had ‘net 
’étth's fortime ay could upport’hitt independently wet 
ity avd he. would; pert > be wonrpelfed: to Hve wu 
‘bread atid oinidns! wher ‘the’ worthy battondt: way faring 
"shintpttionsly. “CA thagh) As'to" his taverit bunnngwes, 
they might en on for hinds log ‘as tire worthy betonet 
“chase; and ‘he was welcome to attack whatever? 


rehingte or beens he chbw im ‘bis: contlucthh-let 


applause his specel ;-wncd He (Mtr: : 

‘ Have. thic satisfaction to 'tltink’no’ one believed’ a splablo oF 
it. (Hear, hkar!}' Let him“ ntoent the\tabbes! and try, 
oH Thiey ate mt ragteas 


lt-was true the worthy barowds ha@ | 


wae 1 poe _  £Fh | 
way 96,.).. . lange PA RANERE BON, AM. 46S 
dee hem 46 Yan 4. AWeo minit ley the wane tetile rat. We 
anit bet vem radliqal refoum’.~antl thearthere would bed 

aeedehihtgiace aml highig de aul they retin faa 


alee ‘ices arhyes hotboa beatdiobtherdtt 
wax ths: dpleasnates ina} oftey ing the axe torths s00t 
eon 43(‘Heas,) hean |} Hie weeawreit soale 
eellanof, the: Ke 


nlvle itoeivike off tleven smilliota and 2 rlalf \of.taxed.” 
the hed ht Inet foasd ovt she.tansan wity:the honeus’ 
gédieman ond therChancelloy of she Baicheqaen wai ey. 
lerioarmplimonding, eaeh -abher.s, .No\dgpbt fe 
eter palling togedier » alisthis ¢inve.>andeed; if the wl? 
ames realized, iit -waeld bé exotediagly ttiverting,; batif 
iti sine ohlyie fallacious. asecgtion,’ helch ont: forthe: wibldd! 
(pexphse- of exciting disgontenk,s it. wes one of thenilestaad 
eesti cxéomble insiawmations. v Hajagesoniied: nobay dae 
Rinne ble gentleman ito produbehaeplen, ox stduids cts © 
witteshini tht: toe of the wonld. 1,.4e teahe weethheronst, 
Bee alu aaloa: epon-himselemely to sthie thesirath of 
Psity off tee .expaassitms with. which lan charged drm! 
Hie might-be superior to him: in, pat of talent or: mbibitert 9 
pocgri for be could nat, he in pence core} ‘abd hq 


eliallsigad haw: te a lives, thaé 
ren "Aoeds. might eset me ‘cals 
“pian bdcomnenilemite i Ce ae 0 ROE S. Val vn 
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Ms donee ‘br whieh manag she: heel nich iat ns . 
oednouy * rae 
bersaved stot thane I hewine ready pRseverny 
nie: ye wit anes ori oh oad OGk » Ian’. dhe yan oF 


pene GT 743 3h 4 States atop tty! canal, 
as did Sir R. Milbank. 
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desire to hear what he had. say, kh 
oconpying the attention of the 
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person i eran his::effieny 
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Ge one PARnauter any xzautre, 
.,| Mr. Wardle said, that before the end,o 
should state the Bronods Spon which he had. fotmec 
pinion contained in the assertion alludéd tp ‘by the. 
gourable gentleman. In’ order to prove ‘that agsertjoil 
would be necessary for him fo mdve for volamin 
wm, which he could not expect to be weed be 
e close of the present session, grounds. of hits. 
Rioh, however, Ye could. and wi state to B'Ho 
before the rising of Parliament, nae poitteernmeulel a 
Ir. Crrrmen then yose and said, that after ihe very: 
ble discussion which the subject had andergone, it wou fd 
pot be necessary for him to detain the, Mouse atany length, 
He trusted, however, that he shoul be indulged ina few 
wordy upon what had fallen from several gy nena Who . 
had expressed themselves adverse fo the meastire.. ‘To 
thase who op) altogether the motion for (he Spcakér$ 
eaving the ‘chair, and wore consequently hostile t oy 
Reece of reform, “he had but little ig say,; and one of 
ad given an opinion that nicht upon the sie 
which be fa not envy him for en(criaining. . ‘They ag 
now in that House, for ‘the fitst time within Lavo hundred 
and forty yenrs, an advocate af a practice which Had ih 
all that time been stigmatized as corrupt and criminal, a8 
well as deatruct(rclo£ the conatitntion of the country, bY 
pverturning the independence of Pari Certain’ 
‘was, however, that though suche practic 
ters in that House, it would not casi! 
feeling and common scnse of the p 
men talked‘ of clamours without doors, fic would wi 
tek what class of society they were to look for fa 
r support, if it should appear that thc y Were ready 
Smpose barriers upon the people, which they were not pies 
red to submit to themselves. He gaye his (hanks 10 
Pos honournbje baronet (Sir F. Burdet!j,,as being the best 
advocate he could have for his measure, | That honour. 
able baronet had said, that that House was ‘Aut, the repge 
wntative of the peo; fe of England ;, but: the -cauy 
Rourable baronet had bursneg, at all eyentag ae 
that the House contained at Jeasl some xeprgsentaliygs, 
the people ;-antl the Honourable eae }! 























































last-persons from-wham he, should’ hay, 
potitionte A measure haying f Its nya : 
any other description from Parliament... Pg ly 
able datonet had ‘charged him with having brought ig 
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vee. ich, WAG’ shams {1 10/) couaialy with 
having re Mengure M Ee professed . te. do.dulq 
thing ‘road do ie do nolhiings | Now, .if the honours 
able ba nek cquainted with him, he he would 
Kaye. knows bed, pew vias capable af sacha pr 
that jt wag as opposite to his habits as to bis.nature-ty 
prbfess io do. that whieh it was not in his. intention -ta 
gexty jin effect... (Hear, hear!) . He.was sorry, that-he 
éould riot have the support of ihe nourable. barondtig 
ay his eppodition waa direct. and m od. heshad no. 
¢ to: complain o offin.it.. He. had a. Habe, however! sa 
ohrapeain of attac made upon.him: ina placg wherehe 
not preset to defend biméelf;"and. from what. hag 
‘said there by the honanrable baronet,. he. was cons. 
yaced he copid ave defen ded himself. . An honoarabld 
weraber or the, opposite side had,.on a. former nights 
ked of. the security afferded by the-Committess of that 
ouse to the freedom ef.elecfion, and. boasted af the 
at. Partiamenit’. ’ Bat was.it aot new.known. that this-pas 
ction was only nominal, because the laws: which: were 
‘tasaflord it-were nototiansly: evaded? : iThd 
B prohibited btibery before ihe election, and ne 
masse gived till’ after-it. .- There WAS Avena ‘cant Aare 
heart: ds’:at’ fhe Old Bailey ; * Tt: stares well knowe 
Be was 2 meant by.the question’ ipive a becaka 
fast ‘and itore?” Such a question amounted in effect to a 
demand whether the candidate would give tweaty or thi 
ineas? His bill had for. its object F to.pat a stop to the 
Space pecuniary corruption... . here: be*.could 
t help.expressing his qurprize at. in Opposition of the, 
honourable baranel, who, from his acquaintance, with alb 
history; must-know, that the ddwnfal of: Rome was the 
consequente of the gross venatit ty. of all, classes of Abe 
pop ple. : If ever the: people should become corxypt in the 
samne fein this’ co countey, there would be. anead-ef 
mA ‘virtue atid honour. . It was, impossible,foxia. 
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y etawent cto exist without. the tiof .. ginny 
i tidn of the le, and jt was apart that it should 
‘that’ ct,. i£58 omitted to; cormct grass and deni 


-dbtises. : He believed. the. people: of. this rourtay: 
a able of’ forpiing a.eonad een pt and b 
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probation of. the sound, cauwicierete, nari <hislbing: panto ; 


the community; because thie. measure would he 
upen as @ fitst slep which Parliament weuld follow ag 
hy the adoption of others. When it was urged that goo 
vernmenrt would acquire am ascendancy by. il, he woukd 
ask whether Pactiameat would gain any, ascendaney' ia 
poist of character; for it was not by membes, bai by 
eharacter and credit with the country, (hat am 
in that Honse was powerful. If this masses 
hie object, it would produce an accession of 
Padiament, which wonld balance. any .incneaes . 
Bower of geverament. As to the » be was 
think it necessary, but he woukd iatreat shase 
jected to. the bill ow. that gseand,:¢o tem dbeir 
to the means of diminishing the cathe sequised 
lower classes, in ceses when. the pemgne: ; 
even must know that the pasties cannot sweas 
they had arrived at a time when an cath was to 
posed not to be binding on mankes of that 
were near their end. He was sorry that the éopic 
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into this discussion. The vote he had | upog 
eccasion he would fave given if he had been upon hig 
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had mover, befowe Geen countonesicetl. ty that Howse, . 
aould not ; 
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nour at, ap arty: of : 

cateors;. to.witeus such cutnenento ne Mhenc of dhacor had 
ever listened to; and he trasted the peried wae notion 
tant when the Spepkes would..pat 4, siap:te such state 
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; "tine “to -his posterity thhosé- ineamige; 
witch: be had ‘derived ‘from his ancestors, ‘and’ was coti« 
hea ia could not the Giga that object 7 end chad 
t that mott e hit enor; and ch 
sietey ofPaHanentes eel 
Tie Chancellor af the Exchequer: re-stated the objec 
ttinewhich heusged tothe measure on a former night, 
but said that it-was his opinion -that the bill should go 


phe’ Gornttites i in order to obviate these’ objections, ; 


*¥ ir queation' wes: then t thatthe Speaker de ictve 
tite chat hen paty a division. After whichr 
the cawen, toro ved into the Committes pro forma.- Pro 
ted’ and? the: Comnit “ortiered te 
cn ymdéxt; 3. ° 
ciothenodien-of the day) were ddien dinpesedof 
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. ithe bookseliers’ ‘and publishers’ indemnity billa were 


nd time. On thé reading of the, Jatfer, th 
Bax of Nort otfolk rose, and miade some ‘Sbecrvaliqes in 


rather a Jow tone. of voice. His Gmce intimated an 


infention of proposing : something’ éarly in the. next 
scstions, towards taking off those restrictions on the presi, 
foxy which the’ pretext used on their passing some time 

o po longer applied. The third reading was deferred; 
allel some explanation from.the Lord ,Chagcellor, till to. 


meEIY? Me ye rar, Se 7 x 4 1 MY nor i, 


en nee ‘i 


The Earl o 
bathe | Ware aoe aetn es Pani an s x faturs regelitrition ta! 


brag ‘atin Cast set Na de Ch de Chencilly: harsh considei 
ee ated. moat tp ibe. on ston ip eto read 
may LB 51, ja] x COW r¥- 
Ms concluded. | paring Oe a 















My ES te A iaghs Te, 


wed, - 
be- made upon thet: aiec. wee foe a, iia’ 6 ORFS, 





w 


a hngg sineiey hear hey ania! Hythe Bee 


000 «8 THE PARIAAWERTARY REGITER. _. [com 
Bin Majesty, relatiye to the present state of the inferior 
y who had livings under 1501. per anham, and the 
of the provisien for for them under Queen Anne‘s 
beanty. messggv way similar. te that which was de- 
iiveret ta the Houte of Commons last weak. pbs lors. 
om, hix majesiy’s message was 0 to 
teken édte. consideration on Thussdey me pant and the lords 
were drdercil:to be summoned. for that da 
wie bill for preventing: the sale and parehase of offices 
‘was ordered to be committed on Thursday next, with the 
mndordanting, that if the business of that day should d pre- 
wont ies eomning on, it should go into @ committee on ri 
nex. = 
The third reading of the Sootch miltitia bilt was, on the 
suggestion of the Earl of Rosslyn, deferred till to-morrow ; 
an was:alto. the deaision of the House on Haulot's divorce: 
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ofc a nender wd bhcatione 
Onder ton oe all pu 7 
INDIA MILITARY atvaras. 
Sir Henry Moutgoamery rsa to state a ‘rumour which 
hed heen confide ly staied. to Ln » relative RB. material 
alteraffan said ve taken, pla ‘n the n 
‘the: Bentshsereice in India, ian , thatall the grenattor 
Spreaies ofthe naive troops were formed ints Battalions, 
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om.such @ Vaticty Of quarters worthy of ‘ores, thet he: 
i Huubé the facts were é as stated. | 


: - we INSOLVENCY Bikks. 


8 Thsina Tutton rosé to wove the order of et 
5° wag eegond reading of the insolvency bill; en 
it necessary, at the same time, to’subrmit to the 
£ase. of, some persons confines! for debt, the amenat. 
She, demand against whom hed excluded. thet freai the 
epolt of évery insolvent bill which had pasged. 
peniod of their imprisdnmient, and -left them, #0 


‘Un ng 
‘ aprospecUbut that of a-severity whith the lew of this. cenap 


fy. ver cone Aye contemplated, mély, imoarest 
pn ie i fife . faefruct must be,, m2 thei puntshy 


p vit For. the crime of debt and irisolvency, ontess the’ 


vislatuté, in its metéy’bné berievHenees sould interfere 
for their rclicf, and allow their names te be spacthily:in- 
sorted in the bill. One of those unfortunaie persons dad 
petuatly suffered alegady- it yon imprisoomeant, and ant» 
ther 45 yon : ‘Vhepe : Wes ap Hide jn- shee. Orie that 
imu:t bot have been fully ‘expraied by so long: antl stvere 
a coneremeue and exclusion frofa bbeiety. © poteible 
pt, pt. Fond “Purpose coutd be answeted'dt: thee’ areditows hid 
ontinnanee of thdif miseries, as! tiey: ware. fotally dar 
solvent.-xne must ever dbenlinue’ed while iavprison, Tne 
carceriticn for-Hfe never could: have. been ednieniplated 
by legal pttice.agamst tiny man. fos not paying addbt bee 
pause ut erly incapable of so dotng. ‘He should ; er 
fore take the likerty, in. the Commitiee upow (he bill, to 
ne a clause for the liberation of nll insel vent de bfote; 
ears’ iniprisonment, for any! such. net 
BOO. au vey’ all debtors-confincd fof any’ sum: who 
have suffered in suctessibniten yenty iteyrisconmest, 
ind sumé thoughts of extending the aperation of they 
‘clauses 6. Ireland, but foond, on inqnisy; they were winer 
penny as‘few or none wdald require: thom.::, He alee 
hi td his: majésty's Chancellor -uf the Exchequer the 
es of debtors to the crown, who werdetpfemly prelude 
ed‘ from the benefit of every: Beolqent: bill. | 
tixtéd on the styerity ‘of - ‘thfltsting int paieontadit fo fori 
on men for fiucs or penaltics on evastons'er frauds 
ES revenné, a ‘epecieg af frtads cer teial Spek ioipact 
any other, although nfech seve . ental ib -populas 
on, ay)  whislythe tein pistions ‘ends masy ant 
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‘strong,.and he trusted the Chagcellar of: the Exchequer 
frould have no strong objections. to. clause. for their: aim 


The Chancellor ‘of the Exchequer. amured due hongars: 
‘able baronet that no six monihs ¢ver elapsed withawt a-xer, 
‘vision of the cases of such men, and relief to. sycb as app: 


peared to deserve it. He did pot therefore cpticeive any: - 


“enactment on the occasion necessary 

The bill was read the second Lime and ordered to:be 
boramitteds er from the lords ced, thai lone a 
>” A messen from the lords anneun thes: { 
carom fe e African tyade bill, the smugg 
vention bill, the Hells, indemnity bill the oa nesta , 
and several privale bills ; . 


' FRAUDS |W THE IRISH REVERUE. n, 


- Sir John Newport rose to call the attention of the Howe. 
to dn appointment which had_been made in .defiancs.of : 
the express words of the act of the 46th year of the king, - 
and of every principle upon which promotions and. re-.; 
- wirds should be conferred,’ By the act to which be had , 
altoded, any officer of the.customs or excise, whe shonlds, 
ufter the passing of that act, take or accept of any fee, . 
gratuity, or presents, from the distillers whom they vaited ; 
he ‘course of their duty, should be thereby :incagrais - 
tated from holding any office, civil or'military. Notvgith- 
standing the express, words of this act, a Mr. Beanshamp.. 
Hitil, who had confessed before commissioners, of ipquix 
that he had regularly received 20/. per, week from two dis-- 
tillers who were in his district, was not oaly hot dismisned, 
but was promoted from the.situation of surveyor to, heag 
inspector-general, which was a promotion in tbat very ‘de, 
partment in which the frauds had. beer committed. i 
a in September 1806, that be bad “confessed: himee! 
guilty’ of the fraud, and, on the Sth af March.18(3 he net 
cdived his promotion, , He thou oe) it would’ be, usqlegs, ta, 
eideavone to fuga 3 at what sort of: defence ce. conld A. be 
Ani ncla by Biot a res j stating 4 t 
we OF ihe act of the 46th, of - his ml oe coiafess 
Mr: Hill that-he had acted contrary to if, andl hence 
skqaenf probiotion 
aM Oster said, “that certainty bmingta the inad 
6f their salaries, an universal ‘eystem of, ab fasion 
rena: existed among the revéaue: officers. af 
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em that Sit 6f'98 extise: diicért- exiirhiindd -by the Eom” 
wiieiohets 6f intjhity, S0-of'them ‘iid confessed that the 
had received similar presents. They justified it from 
beflip 4: constant ‘prattide, did Known to be so by’ ihe, 
‘Ddard ‘who ém ployed Khem; ‘and who: yet ‘took’ nod meade. 
sates td blop ie? ote, Actiée ‘of receiving these gratuis | 
ttts wily so tittivereal | Ahid go hing in a mhtiner connived at, | 
Ahat it Would have bert titifair foselect one of two jiidivi: 
‘Peloton puirhlmént? ds Aindst every“dther officer in the. 
revenne cqually deserved to be dismissed. Mr. Hi iM; how 
ever; ‘wis’ very ready to ‘give every inférm¥tion ‘in s. 
“to The: Jominizelcners of’ inquity, ‘ahd ‘was''in ev 

‘ether réspidet a very good officer. “He was thereforé dat 
moted for his merit, although he had in cofanton wit 
other excisemen done a thing. iWlegal and imiproper. He 

herefore’ moved the ‘previous ques ion 

- MP ure ason thought ‘nothing’ ” could bying “thie. 
House hte ert tr'édnten ‘than’ pitin ‘over'so light! 
su@h'aé Whpriit:casd'as ial been ndw'stated.’ ‘Who Soul 
Defievel'Ghaé it wis’ ‘uitety inipdssitile to ‘find a, si ie 


hiniest indi to" ‘fAL any Office in’ Mite Trish revenue? If 


‘officErs were so corrupt frbtn ‘Bottém ‘to top, they 


should He al? rémoyed, ‘antl: hdnest" Shen sovehit tor, If 


meat ai fitduitions had’ Known ‘bf {helt rands, ‘aod 


seopad 


Cord Bus st) He hoped he would also be advised. 

‘avin his appothtinent.- °°" 

PS: "Choker aid, that it"was sufficient ‘proof'af the ‘cor: 

tien? df" some’ of" thé revenne offiters tWat' ‘they were: 

rapt ‘for! if tHey Mfasted to thelr salaries, ‘they must 
‘hive sae OD : baldrtes! were settled in® the reign 6 
Gheartes IT, aiid al but 401. a year ta ‘thé guager, Aad, 
GW. a year to the’ sutveyor. 1th erefore ‘Bole’ Acces. 
shy for them to get by cain bihes meth Yhiose ae 

OP eat enya a a néitisety efyes ai r. 
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mou ea a ove offi ar w bed ta cepainn 

bege distillers, now deprecaitc all mesma 

Sequity iato to hore Sate doles 2 AMON si? 
an 


Mr. D ale res r 
ground of Srryennecdsl necessaty at 
gone in the sarvice of the xeve epne sae 


been absoluiel le to 
heal bh at Rom Sata ne 

suc snes gra ¥.8 

ns hd alles Bos oper ate 

hte h dale 
his. taking} ey wae canniving 2 er, 
against the government which i pay i aes 2, As 
igule which th 4 hapour one ete 

t row on gaunt th le thee mecossit a ahaizact ~paktiosa,.) 
would lex. ecessity of yoviding anes! 
or clothing for for themselves and faqilies a : yor 
cnae, he would say that it nevay. was allowed as WF 
' for, vente actio ne If it were, Day Pexpan j 


as he: colegio the promatign a wh a pawon: | 


im reper 

Whe € Chancellar. of the Exo ger | did. not think bias % 
henoumble frignd ( ) had anaintaiped the Oe. 
rel propesision, that the, gee S| lg, ger} een itt 
pred > Liwas ta red. tbat 

euler. ¢ CASC, oy when all the eXCIt¢- re 
been in the hebit of takiag. certain i "been 
the distillerg, itywould hava bean impawible la arnt 
all at once, ae althou ign that. might beg od. 8 
example, yet it would be &@ sacrifice Aree ae rare of 


Ireland for two years. If it were not contended thas 


——— 
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is Tévenue officers of Ireland should Be. dismissed, there. 
‘wes ro-tensdh why the best Of Vhem shottd not be “pro- 
motel: ‘Pitts! wide, altéuel!: he: had -taken motiey ° 

atticte td, yet IW offter reipetts he did his duty.” The 
atone however, Of this’ gréat corruption had now Beett re-’ © 

Stdvad By the fucrease of the officers’ salnvles, sat the not 

msg in fatare be strictly enforced. The act was of'e - 

and ’not éf a retrospective: nature ; and as to 

eo eage Of My. HIM, there ‘had ‘been no degal convictloii' 
apetnit tei, neér' arly ting bit thiy own con fooslon Before 
the commissioners, which Wits ‘not asked for the view off 
Satni ny Him ‘oft 1eP Bhs 4 ce. Ft did hot appear to him 
thet it ‘was’ dedired ‘to ‘select this man or ‘any other ‘for! 

Panlsk ment, and'therefore, if be were allowed ts stay in 
revenue, ‘he sa tio renson why he should not be promoted! 
Fhe was dftigent end tefl. 

Wr. Horner ‘spoke ahortly’ ie favour’ of the motion.» 
He'expressed: fits: sutptiae ‘at whet had fallen from the! 
Qhincellor of Whe Backequer, that & man sttould be cons 
tihned’ in offtce Who ‘had been found? gailty of comwptios. | 
We fay his own ‘part thought thet 4 mote flaprant abuse’ 
| # never ‘heard off awidre wnbi Breach’ 
_ of parity, he was certain, never till‘ then wppenra? efor! 
tbat | House ‘aad as es such he thom A duty. gre st 


se Jokn Neuport ve oh Ben neyally, to the several fits 
Sita is mo He t ht the de. 
fice set up extréthel weak and! defective, that it. 
Was only necessary te ea few observations. ' He ins! 
sivtedl that the charge of ‘Mr. Beauthump Hill bad’ boen* 
made out as strongly asthe case wogld permit. ‘The'malt® 
- beaks of Rosé Grea walk had’ not béeg returned. It’ wag" 
said some of thém ‘had‘been. carried aways Bat what ree" 
ntained, proved that Mr. B: Hilt was the sut ‘then ;'* 
that that. 14,000 ops of pot ale bad | been found there: a 
Abate yon contd not 


pleased’; so ily oe & chaby 
was ‘fsund, or v ey tenable able to Me 
clvted -he'ditd not "MH aor ay 


tats ay ctmtethions, re any o MY ee bers dedorid in whidse recy 
romtel do 'tHiet He.'colid hut’ be” wet altel 


bee ie apt bias’ oF motive’ veof firour ‘or purtiatt “ 
fit Tetarys Wth' neiee irr 
report ofthe con F ' i a 5 hid ater wi 
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les stxtsow. On the coutrasy, he thought thy ma 

hee oficer bemest y aud cDawacies cosie mat ' bys 
nae tthey te be . oii ah apy ability, 
focere ed avec te Te ll ia ae 


coneidesation, and the arguments urged in supgert of it, 
farthes asserted that cosep\iens prevailed ina most exlen- 
sive degree over the whole revenue of Inland. If some- 
thing wese not done to rectify these comuptions and. 
shuses—if no step were taken tcwsels removing Shem, be 
dseaded to think what the public opinion of that House. 
must very soon be, 

_A division then took place :— 

In favour of the motion 5) -——-Agaist it 77. 

, TITHES 1M IRELAND. : 








inted, to inquire into the state and ratage of 
reland, and to such otber matters relatiog. to the levying 
and collecting of tithes as they might think -proper to. di- 
rect their attention ¢o, and to report ihe same, with theis. 
Opinion, tothe House.” . "ty 
dr. R. Dundas, the chief secretary for Ereland, oly... 
jected to the motion, on the ground that such a gommis, ' 
sion might raise hopes and expeciations in the ‘people of ‘ 
Ireland, which that FTouse might never be able to realiges , 
It might create divisions and dissensions which the Hause. 
could not remedy, and thpygh an inquiry into the subject 
might be necesary and proper, he did not think this was @- 
proper methad of eutering upon the subjects , 


+. 
» 
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> Mr ¥. Fitagerald, (knight of Kerry)’ and Mr: Pone 
aonb , supported the motion at considerable fength.: 
F Grattan expressed himself gind to find, that though 

Btrs: ‘Dundas objected: to the motion, he dfd not dot 
same to inguiry. If therefore any Inquiry should be 
likely to‘take place next session, he-thought it would be 
moe effectually done by a committee, and was of opiniod 
ahat the commiksioners moved for would be more likely to 
embarrass the proceedings of any committee of that House 
than to be of the least service. ' 

' The Chaneellor of ‘the Exchequer opposed the motion 
on the same grounds as his ‘right hon. friend the secre 
tary of Ireland, and of the difficulty of substituting any 
other epect es of property in lieu of tithes. 

Sir John Newport spoke in favour of the motion. ~ 

_ Lord Castlereagh opposed it. 
Mr: ‘C. Hutchinson defended the motion, and com- 
mented ort ‘the little regard which the noble lard paid to _ 
i Bledges he had made at the union to, the people af 


‘Mr. Parnelt replied, and the House divided on the mo- 
tion which was ‘negatived by—i47 against 76. J . 


' MEDICAL BOARD... | 


Mr. Wardle rose to make his promised motion relative 
fo ap ointments in the medical board. He stated the 
mortatit y in the East Indies to be such, that out of 30,000 
men who were sent there, }3,000 died, and at least oug- 
third of those were lest on account of the i incapacity of we 
medical men whg were alloited to superintend them. 
also staged -an overcharge of 100 por cent. taking once 

medivinesy which amounted to 15,000%.. on an aver 

sage, He concluded. ‘by miovibg 

. 6 That an huoandle ess. be pened to his majesty; 

_praying, that there should be tai ove the honse' a re- 
tara o! ‘all the stedical perpang employed jo the army, ‘all, 
the inspectors of hosnitals, deputy inspectors, mates, 86, ~ 
+The Dopeatanyt at War di} not-oppose the motion, which: 

wag ieee. aftes.n few words. from Mir. Rope, Mr. Pere 
civall, aud Mr, "W hithread. ot _ 
a Awenrea. 


‘ifr, Maveyatt titd; as He'bhd heard ith 
fotion that ministess A not intend making ct ie 


Vou. ILT.—1809. ~ 
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sition to his motion, he should not trouble the House with 
any observation upon ithe moved, = | ‘ 

‘t Phat an hu.able address be presented to his majesty, 
praying, that there be frid before the Hoase copies of all 
notes between his majesty’s minister an‘! the government 
of the United States, between the years 1807 ant! 1808, as 
to the repeal of the orders in cooncil; and at:o co; ies of 
the instructions from tke secretary of state to his majesty’s 
minister in America, authorising hini to center into any 
neg uliation.” os 

‘Mr. Canning said he was very desirons to comply 
with the motion which had been just made. With rese 
pect to the production of the nutes, he had nd objection 
whatever. As to the instructions, in any other ‘case he 
would fel delicate on the subject, becruse the ptiblication 
of such documents was’ not very asual. As; however, 
with respect tothe patticular instructions now required, 
his majesty’s minister in America lad powers to Comma- 
nicate them in exfenso to the Americdn government if he 
thonght proper; and as they were by this time, perhaps, 
-public {o tlie United States, he fele his objection in some 
degree removed, Haviug said so much, he did not think 
it necessary to dwell on the substance of those papers at 
present, but should re-erve himself to another opportu. 
“nity. He contd no’ help sayinz, however, that his ma- 

‘jesty’s minister in the United States had not only not 
acted accordin:: to his insirnactions, but had acted in direct, 
‘contradiction tothem. He gave every concession without 
insisting on any‘of the conditions of which such’ conces- 


sions were to he the consequence. 
Mr. Ponsonby wished to know whether the nfinister in 
“America had sent any jastification of his proceedings 
horine, and whether the right honourable gentleman woald 
have any objec'ion to lay it before the House? — 
Mr. Canning thought # better to defer’ ahy' considera- 
of the subject till the production of the papérs now 
moved for. 
Lord H. Petty'ished particularly for stich justification, 
"if any such bad been sent ;. ag there were possible cases, 
in which 4 winister might be meritorious in acting against 


his literal instractions.: 
. ° Myr. Cannimg had vo dispositidn to refuse thé request. 
_ He thought still, hewever, that the papers avy stored for 
| ought to be fiyst produce. -: ep thew 
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Lord Milton wished to know what the commercial sita- 
ation.of the two countries was. 

Mr..Cauning replied, that i was. one of censiderable 
embarrassment, owing ta the unauthorized arréngement 
whiel had been.made. 

t Mr. Whitbread, although he was surprized that an 
Iinister should act ‘eo much against his instructions, stil 
. was of. opinion that the production of the present papers 
mnoved for aught to be first waited for. 
» After a. few words from Mr. A. Baring, the motion was 
agrebd to. 
,. Adres. Wharton brought up. the réport of the committee 
of supply respecting the vote of credit ;. the further con- 
-sideration.of which. was put off to the next day, on the 
suggestion pf Mr, Ponsonby, who thought the time too 
‘Jate‘te sfate the opinion he.entestsined apon subject. ‘The 
iba es er.the Exchequer readily aeceded.to the wiah 
the xight, hononrable gentlqman, ‘ae an understand. 
ph the. aaune time, that.if. the businéss should not come 
. ont f l a similar hour, it should nevertheless he proceeded 
mith. 

| My. fartin intimated. bis intention, i ur otder to save the 

‘time of e Housa, ,to confine himself.to moving that the 
nuse go. into. ‘a Qacmittee on bis resolutions, without any 
introductory. observations. 

The: consolidated customs bill was read a third time, 
Bay after.a few, abservations from Myr. Baring and Mr. 

Rose, was passed and ordered.to the Lords. - 
harton brought up the report of the commit. 
tee of. ways ang means, for the issue of three millions of 
weebe ner hills, to caver the vote of credit, which. was 
. exiles ad to. be. taken into furthers consideration the next 


Eb othex orders, were re pata to the next. ‘dey. _ 
- Adjourned, 7 | a 
amy ant Mt ‘HOUSE- OFILORDS. ‘ y N 
erasg us 31" wepNegpay, way 31. 00% oe 
7 PaO Rp BASKINE'S BILE. 5 oy 
tn ‘Lhe House veent:into a cortimittes on the-bill intradne 
7 -by Lond Eiraking, fon preventing creelty to animals, 
is lordship rose, and expremed the. deep enlistnctign he 


- 
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felt at their lordships’ tecegnifien of ‘the principle of the 
bill he had had the honour of submittiug, by chee apes 
ring to go inte.a Committee upon it. He thought.it un- 
“necessary in the Comemittee-to make use of any further ge~ 
beral arguments in its support, though, if i were neces- 
-eary, he would, from the variety of infermation he had 
‘peceived from the most respectable and the best informed 
quarters, give their lordehips fresh reasons, and abundance 
of particular instances; which shewed (beyond contradic- 
: tion, as be thought) the propriely, necessity, aud justice 
of passing the bill. Was particular informatica watted 2 
He had letters apon letters statige facts converning such 
-craelties. Was evidence desired? He could brmg the. 
«most uvexveptionable testimeny to-thcir torsbips’ bar, to 
‘prove the exstence of euch practices as were 2 disgrace to 
anity, tea civilized nation, and to everg.morat and 
ious profession. He had with iim lettess, stating the 
iness of the parties to appear, frem the reost respect 
able clergymen, ws well as olhers, not indeed saying that 
puck oreel practices wese universal, but that they were 
too general, and specifying many particular instances. 
dis bordshy then adverted to thre inhuman arid wicked 
ctine-o bag g and. bmuptvinging eattic, of on 
the faces of sheep intended for futuse eaaghtes for theuts 
of man, and of still more barbagous practiecs, such as 
some be could substantiate: the cutting and tearing out 
the teague of so noble an animal as the heree. Hostated 
an old act of Henry the Eighth against this leat ofime, 
which inflicted a. fine for that offtnee of. 10J. to shew the 
‘Sense our ancestors had of suuk inhomanity.. Hitherto, 
the matter had -been perbaps tec mach considered worl yas 
dt related to animals as the Private property of: indbvida- 
ale; but he wished this bill to take a higher ground, se 
that the legislatureshoald declare He opinion wpon the mo- 
rality of the principle, and on the dogties that man owed 
not only to man, but tothe fewer world—~<dutics so much 
connected with the general state of the. moral feelings. 
He stated a variety of circumstances in favour of ¢he bill, 
and alluded to many enormous cruelties practised on eni- 
mals. He megnt, however, to prepese some amendments 
to-canure the most favourable scception of the -blib fom 
those who mig bt aniesuain some. objections as tp iis prac- 
ticability. He bad leit to.the Gesumans thn oppentunity 


war Sl.) . : caumenreaniNaten: &04 
whicks he did nat ‘doubt would be taken, of giving the al- 
ternadive mode of punishment {o. the magistrate by a per 
enaiary-fiee, orn limited confinement. He. intended te 
‘prepone, that the magistrate sheukl be armed with the 
power of summary docision, as it woukl be exceediagly 
Micenvenient te eblige all: prosecutions to go te quarter 
sessions. -He begged, hewever that it might be semarked 
that shere ‘was,no-hoon, na reward ‘whatever to be held ows 
t),. or. received. by any informer. Ide also propased an 
amendment by which he «ished to iotredace the words 
‘* to abuse,’ a8 applicable te the maltreatment of animals. 
Here he xefexted do. old statutes, and seemed to think that 
this. wed, ineaddition to others in use, would best convey 
the meaning of the legislature. His lordship then ad- 
wented (4 some.other.amendments which. be intended te 
- anlinit, andieontended against the supposed.diicaly, on 
the part of the magisteates, in decidiag upon the guilé 
tnd qumishment.of sueb offences. . It was the intention, 
eaupled with the overt act, which cofisiituéed the crigi- 
nality in a vaticty of other eases, and he saw no difficuly 
that was insuperable in the applicstion of similar princi- 
plea in ‘this instenee. He bad. isotited himself in the first 
instance, tasmbathe had termeal * reclaimadanimals:”’ he 
now wished to.amend.that expression by using the word 
{‘ tamed” instead of seclnimed.. He did not therefore, 


* -@udeavour by legislative measures to interfere with wild 


animals, an t:out of the questian Geld aports. He 
Was eo eonyi of she arent i tance of.an nnanimous 
vote. of their lardships on the subject, instead. of carrying 
the question by a mere majority, that he was most desirous 
of heasing end. af receiving any iaformation or amend 
ment upon thebdill.. _ With nespect. to.bull<baiting, whieh 
had -been-aluded to, he could notisee how those who, were 
se desirous: of continuing ‘that practice. should agese te 
goiag into the commitiec, end thereby acknowledging the 
principle of ‘the bidl.. If bull-baiting was a tir apont-e~ 
# -it wasyas ‘he: had heard it stated, for the amueoment 
of: that fine antual-and if. no wanton: and malicious 
orneloy. ocoussedl, then: the: magistvate would have-no augh 
orimé to pusish the parties cemnitting. If, ov the 
-Gonteany, st was 8 ded with. seach adiqua circomesiances, 
the: bill. would: give the. magistrate that selulary powes 
‘thick he.cugist ¢e possess. 
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The Lord Chancellor ‘approved of the tdotion of his 
noble and learned friend, and of the general principle of 
the bill, but thought it would be of very difficul: applica- 
tion. His lordship observed uyon the various trigks nsed 
by persons employed in furni-hing provision, si:ch as 
crimping fish, &c. in which cise it woul! be extremely 
difficult to draw a line as to what might or might not be 
forbidden by a legislative act. He mentioned that in 
Scotland there existed a law authorising bull-beiting. He 
thought it better to confine the provisions of the bill te 
beasts of draught and burthen. ; 

The Earl of Lixerpool complimented the noble.and 
earned baron, but thought that the best mode mas,to.do 
the most practical good they could; and as there was so 
much difference in the opinions and feelings of ns 
who were generally well disposed, in the degree of treat- 
ment exercised towards animals, he fclt it almost impossi- 
ble to mark the limit, and therefore supported the Lord 
Chancellor’s opinion, for confining the opesation of \the 
bill to beasts of draug':t and barthén. / 

Lord Ellenbérough concurred gencrally with the: sen- 
timents of the two last speakers, as be thought that.4.new 
act on such a subject ought carefully to distinguish aryl 
specify the particular acts which ake to be considered as 
malicious and cruel. His lordship passed a high eulo- 
gium on the noble and learned lord who brought in the bill, 
and said, that he knew that for 20 years past, in his excel- 
lent humanity, he had eatestaiued an intention of. bringing 
forward such a measure. , le 

. Lord Darniey thought the bill went .too far, aad ab- 
served that more cruelty would be committed on the Ist of 
, September than by all the bull-baiting. ‘ 
Lard Redesdale recommended the printing aad recow- 
mitment of the bill, te which Losd Exskiae. acceded, .ob- 
serving, that he disagreed with the noble lord (Daraley) 
- as to the comparison of the crueltics of field-sports and 
_thase of bull-baiting. .. He thought that those who were 
the anthom or practisers of the system of bull-bailing .were 
. like the faols ia the Proverbs. They scattered firebrands, 
arrows, and death, aml said they were in. spart. . After 
. some other observatians trom the noble jand kearyed lord, 
. the bill went through ‘the Committee, was ordered. to be 
printed with the amepdment,.and tg be considered.and 
re-commitied on a future da2y.—Adjourned. 
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_ HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
t WEDNESDAY, MAY. Sl. > 


- Onithe question for the third reading of the Surry 
sewer bill, i¢ was propossd by way of amendment, that 
instead of the word “now,” the words * this day three 
months,” be adopted. Upon this a division immediately 
took'place.*'° he 
| "Ayes = “e . . ° 10° ° ; 
“wad hand oes « « . e e 49 a s 
_ _ Majority 39 
Before strangers were re-admited to the gallery, another 
division’ took place upon a proposed clause of amendment. 


jf é 


avi “Noes = -'  e o> e - 3ST c 
ek ‘os ' : 7° meen 2 
rn | Majority — 35 " 


he Hill was'then passed and ordered to the Lords. 
'' ‘Dord ‘Milton moved, that the accounts prgsented yester- 
day from the inspector of imports or exports be printed. 
~aLOrdered. * : eS 
* “Sir Francis Bardett presernted’a pétitidn from Geor 
“Béeadiniosit, printer, publisher, atid sold proprietor of the 
"Sunday newspaper called the Guardia; wherein He 
‘wtates; that onthe 16th of October last he published in 
‘His paper a fetter, signed §¢ Tiberius Gracchus,”’ wheref 
“was repeated an assertion frequently used by the late 
“Yord Chatham; and: other iflustrions patriots of his day, 
‘© that there was something behind the throne greater than 
‘the'throne itself”: and that for thas:treading in the foots 
‘ stejis of ‘those iNustrious strtesmen, and simply repeating 
their language, a prosecution was brought against him‘tn 
his majesty ’s court of King’s Bench, by the Attorney Ge- 
 neral; ‘of whieh he was found guilty by the jury, and sen- 
‘ tenced to pay & fine of 50/. and to suffer two years irh- 
“prisonment in his majesty’s gaol of Newgtte ; without at 
alktaking ‘into consideration, of includittg as part of His 
opetttence, two: ntonthy imprisonmefrt wich he had su 
ferdl‘of this account previously to his‘ trial, contrary to. 
ith usual’ practice of the court in'such cases. He adie, 
-. fn ‘coiitrast to ‘this case, that'a petson found guilty of 
-*wilful ahd? corfupt perjury, and whe received: jadgment 
‘gt the gine time, was sentenced’ to only three moirths’iin- 


\ . 
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prisonment, without any fine. He alleges that oan 
was not fair, wor according to the ordinar couric of justice 

for he was not allowetl the-privilege of ct ogg agzied 
ony of the penzels but the jury whe 

eelected by the master of the chowa officer, The. ‘petition 
mae read by the clerk, and wasas follows : 


Yo THE HONOURABLE THE COMMONS OF GREAT eairaly 
AND IRELAND IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED. 

The petition of George Beaumont, late printers poblishery 
rials opricto of a Sanday newspaper called the 
British Guardian, but now a prisuser in his majerty'e r 
Gaal af Newgate :— 

.  SHEWETH, o* 
That your pctitioger in his paper afthe.. day of 

last, inserted a letice under the siguature of “ Tiderios 

Graccbus,”” condemning the disgraceful convention of 

Cintra, which “ disappointed the weli- founded hepes and 

the just expectations of the nation.’ 

- ‘Lhat your petitioner therein attributed thie dinastor to 

the same cause as tre late Earl Chatham, Ms. Fax, Ms- 

Burke, and Mr. Pitt, had attributed the wat aguinst the 

frecdem of America—to an insevior cabinet irreaponsible ta 

the people—to a pawer behind the throne greates than the 
throne itself. 

That for treading in the footsteps, ac acd repesding the 
language of these illustrious persoms, bis slageaty’s atiar- 
ney-gencral filed an information against yeur petitinecr 
for a libel, on which ho was convicted, and sentenced te 
two years imprisanment in Nowgate, to pay a fine of SiN. 
to enter into recogniasaces for bis geod behaviour for for ave 
years afier the expiration of his imprisonment, himecif 
QOU/, and two earetios ja 20M. each, aad to be Zan ptianmed 
uatil such fine be paid, and such security begiven. - . 

That such sentence is contrary ta the mild spicit off the 
British constitution, as it will sepamsarily acnesian hs etd 
petual unprisonment. 

That soca after the information vas flal, yrrer patitiones | 
Was arrested under and by yixiue of the negind given Ae 
the altorney-genaral, by an.act pased ia the lest scesions, 
chapter 58, and was detained two months ia ptusan before 
he received bis sentagec,.a circumstance before. gnksowa 
ip the administratiga of our laws, and sech previaus ime 
Privoameat was nek {aken sningansideration by the basses 


} a . 4 
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‘xt $13  iteedb radios. . 
ive thersenitende which tiey afterwatde 
‘et, bne's few days before, when « put cutie 
tp for padiehnent; only twenty-one nionths 
ent was tiflicred on Kini, a previous con 
“ten thee $ being takén into consideration, ai 
ne was impused.; for yoat Betifione? submits, that 
the Navihy ret ith 2 up foi judgment, repaid 
the thotey whieir he lind improperly tbiaiiied, cannot in 
Say sense be called a fine, And, on the sane day, on 
ich rt wis pussed on yout pétitioner, a petyon 
donvittied dfcorript and wilfat senténced. te 
‘ah tmprisonttent of threy miotiths ies Yet yout /petl- 
“Vener ‘for Hh indie fence to andeigo, isd is uge 
er iat it Of two yearé and two moitls 
weit ha and for fhe  tumhaleclet otis life, unléss be capt 
nnaeie if getierit extfitiate th 
rah es mee @ piini 
frente difited to thet, and ft thelr niet zi if 


“moral, of fhe e, ta trl 4 i pore severe p pti nine pt, 

Oni serdint ya Bh E coriduét, of an ddminis= 

peo tbe a ‘tise HAVE péculated Bra the pull 
seh dourts of justi 

palliont Was tot Gaitly tied, for a 





age \iryaren Wete tibt inipattiall y and in 
Heer thé crYoWh ‘and- you petitioner; but 
wea union yoat by the master of the crowa office 
wwiich titiondt subrinits rt the consideration 
arab Howse, and prays that you will 
sae stich refrets; and take ‘such meas 
Fawn preveat the Fecurrence of similar évils, as 
tit ont Whall seat 
wie nicl! Buiekett midted that the petition lie ¢ on y 
he ~ one 


mp autre bi bat wad ted Ue third ty 
tothe Lava: 
mae owe teat ved into wecomaitie tipon ti if 
ees elk cone ‘ebjoctions to the bill weré de | 
on BctOurit wf the aBcantent kc 
able denvnali, veterans fi’ the seryfes, bj 1 if 
hw trom thelr pay, first Tot thei slop tad seo 
‘for the Biotin to thett Hives attd obildfen ih 70 
pane it Ofte Happened, that at the ps oF 9 long 
“er Six ofa U6zeh months, a nh more 
f ui is, a sedthar i ates 
td rect asd contéfisting this. with 
ts ‘Hi 1899. 3T 
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of militia soldiers, whose. wives and ehildges B, Were, fi 
ad for by their parishes, he thaught ita rahi and . 
‘ane which was the frequent groped of cemplaint,. dt the 
‘very moment when sacl: seamen were called,on ta set, ou 
for a snbsequent voyage without a shilling in thejx pockets, 
they saw volyntcers, inferior seamen, and even lapdagen, 
who had never served an hour, receiving large boyp 
entering on board, and were often so piqued as 10 desert 
‘their ships. yt to 
.. Mr. Vv. I¥,. Pole, ansyered the objectians, ef the-‘hy- 
nourable baronet, by. saying the bill was adoptod.ia con, 
" pliance with the recommendation of the vammities of paval 
revision, and it was considered. rather. as ap 4gdulgeape.to 
‘seamen while fighting the battles of their. coumuy, with 
the admiration af all the world, to enable, ihem..ta allan 
‘part oF cir earnings i. the naintenanos of shair wives 
and children, and save them the naqemty ofappealing 
the parish. “This bill extended the principle, eagenahled 
thiem to allot part of (heir pay to their aged. Sdbera, 
which, by law, they could not do, befor... The hogousr 
able admiral aygued as if this allotment, onthe pért of the 
‘seaman, were compulsory, whereas it waamacee]y eptiqnad- 
_ Sir Cy Pole.sak, that this dill might he very &vourable 
to the parishes, but he did not conceive .i¢ would be fer 
vourable to the navy. He should:nat, however, slirite 
the House upon it. to ane toe tte hat 
_ : The bill then went threugh a. committer, :attd dhey new 
port was otdered to be received to-roprrowma 2 2. oa.5 il 
| The House then went into a commidtae onthe seemane 
Ize OI. ’ ~ ee a ea gis ae od F 
OMe. Rose brought in a clause for allowing. the. btechts 
of the act to be extended to soldiers apcving a3 .makinghy it 
n expeditions conjunctly withthe mavy. we): sie 
_ This clayse, after a long convessation, was agrenl doo lf 
_ Mr Rose then brought .up several clauses far, the 
prevention of fraudg in the ptize agents, whick w 
agreed to. _ “4 ea fog, Lot d'ots kb avon 
. Sir Charles Pole ,moved for a, clease t ,pravens.the 
agents making partial advances to ébe oScers; pn. agcaunt 
rizes taken. The.pbjact of the clause. war; dhat the 
pfficers should hove wt comfnon, interaal with a 
prevent aUGs, ANd IO pPrOsecubiy prize aganle... 
. This "ans Gaye: tise to 9, diseyestap, .wbich whéprie 
tracted to. conpiderabla length, 2 was appoad pune 
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"Re nates this'clansd’ EE 
Were poertht fe ‘intd: the ‘ ‘paltry, 
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nods Q2) 46 Uou pide Tie: Po, e ; raion 
COMMITEER oF. SUPPLY. ot ea 
Wilhew tie canis 40: thattrespevtitie! thre? vote! of credit}. on! 
ho Tdestion that. ebis resolution be-tead a decoid time, = 
Ivo Rib tead wsol to'wiakle a fay observations-on the 
Lule wsidthels'a detivaty ithe odureche wes 
About to teks, i:as! there was-‘one' part! of the:-reaslite fe-- 
Paisild tdadiby agive to, dndandiher to whidhhe must ob- 
Secty ihe iby: sede “therefore, “witivh'‘it:appeared “to - 
Pits Heouegdde whe may ado pt-'was;’ to’ pursue’ thie 
euisioreed what) wake iat} and-move an addrésy'to 
260 thdt part ont aubyjeet to' which he could: 
dj asset; thag it thi Bu eitrid on thie fouriatd! als ’ 
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e attempt brs ill-timed. She had, howacere 
uke the step entire) meee own Lagnaae fehl yaajenty's° 
wane tg. be le had bee to’ 


minigiers 

very cal as to he alapget 

Austria had rashly entered upen lng Fane th weithe- 

out sone a eciating ‘ether ‘her OW Power or that of 
hed heard 5 deal of the ‘itisemtctions? 

ma likely. to be anasto cone 3 hat it wag odes 8 

ithstandang. all upneperte ‘bat 
ieane with faxr-more pene thal be bed pti 4 

and bad fox sama time pest been in coneplote 

of it, -We bad beard ot P ibe emahycinann ol” 

of Viense, wat it, ens nop Wotton berate A the. people. 

and wha ‘ba tbat of dbo Ae hdulte Mex: 

it vube evi was sone xcedered ry ue erin 


unewD “he ‘de wens sdotl’ eampelied 
maine be linghea’ ay dusihee attempt to pravirod 
th cama Hea. worn thet. is bl od his epiirjen that 


an unadvised wtp; and th 3 
ba aibelied foe aahors by roy Pepets ‘ola 

















eer pf all, these yepena my epaieay tien esk<i 
‘ing, therehare, atiege are.in progressy from events! 
oh, have formerly. talon in: Austsli-iweéing) tink 
SEG onto aeta tae! vend a 
ich Brvesia veanys w 
iithdlaled ef the Besiwale 4p 


tepaie sists, 
it-hogamw, aur duty 4a:h walennd: bun reeouttceny 
sosD enpaot ‘fol base sha: tifinite fomne. of. dimace Ge Sevens 


nag fever: on seat: mi Se diate cata 
tea ioe bene alone. dinatad es 
















| Ee) <M TERE OG USE Oe 


ETP ON ee OD OT ee OSs eee elle eee eee (tie 


e 
4 


Torn tah como e pote oun of Aus 
ed to make : 
ie x Fipcapare: Aaother siestion he.had' ta tte. 


dh power ri reece ‘bad since. oeued, and said 

a ‘Jo. hear, annctatioss on it from the right honor 
exglaty af State. ba Freee ta trim. Ashe ¢ould 

S2y,, HRT. aves did,, tbat Franeeaves sight then, be cou 
ay) y that Auysixia sas. right naw. That Buchaparte 

ight have it in centemplation tolexéingaish thepovetgt 
, he had digpased tof Bpalp, he: woukd; 
suppose that he whuld exaetly seize 

a he had upt hy any means.settled 





time 

coe nee aincnibat he should have chosen this.ag 

the moment anspicieus.ta his purpose, was absurd to-supe 

Hoses, thexatare the Anant teat his mind was, thaé 

yenapada weuld nat have chosen this apportunity 
at Ausixiv bad done a9. On these growiids, be anatye ate 
eal, eney to, Agstriay ‘bul: aaah inclined. Sor 
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& He ids padions..wqre: apt Ipok at thelr civn ‘ager 






tiona.: angha t.. , and with a diffetenti 

oo exainined the. dstiansoft 

‘obligre; vad he thought. this was: ingst, incantrovenitdys 

‘pootwik by Une appa tment of st ren a en 
: td Cw xo te veas 
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the Spartiards, tf they knew avy thing. of the ‘Higtery 
See orld, must know that Marquis Wutksley had ed 
that in India whieh Buomparte was endeavonritig to ud 
aysiret their own couttry ; arid it could nof fail, he t ongtt 
to niake a ‘nréet onfavourable impression on thelr mids.” 
‘The honourable gentleman lamented that’ he hal" trot 
the advantare of hearitig the setitintents of hig riptit hd 
avurable friend (Mr. Ponsonby) on this subject." He éon- 
soled himself, toweter, with the idea that he had sbtairied, 
those of a right honourable gentleman opposite to Bie 
who, after inveighing in very lofty-straihe egainit the ta- 
vem doctrines held’ at the’ Crowa and: Anchor, fad him 
self been induced to exhibit his powers of eloquerice kt the 
Londoa Tavern, werd the chairman had proved: Mreeelf 
qe possets a power paramount to the Speaket whys’ Add’ 
thre chair of that House, and had drawn ‘foi’ Mr. ‘Sctres 
foty Canning ‘an answer to tiree question, ‘en toe Pama 
to be adopted thervon'by bi mafentys minniters.!' “VY hd 
ther the right honourable gentlerian delivered’ his deritit 
ments, on the occasion, ‘standing of the table, of whiclt a 
avuch fad ‘been sakhor on a chiafr, ot on the Hoay! RE 
wouhkt not say. ' ‘Wihother he had beén atinihted Ga eas 
sccasion'by the inspiring sounds of’ three’ tities Witte! St 
the térfors'of'ti ‘bliss of salt ahd whter, ini cise ofw refibht, 
he lid not know; bat ft appeared from-a'‘ paper hehad 
- Its hand, that a theeting wes bel at the' London’ Tave 
and that Mt. Canning (perhaps it might be Another: : 
man of the same naine, though he had reagcn to think R 
wre no other than Mt. Secretary Canning) fad’ nda 
the rabble niet atthe London ‘Tavern anche! Retr4 
Re knew no‘teason' why'a set of gentlehen con tendel 45 
reget at the Crown and Anchor, should te termed &-raB2 
ble any mote than a sinitlir set of gemtiemern who mét ut 
the Luridon Tavem, whettier fo pay respect to thé ihenii¥y- 
of My: Pitt, or for'ney ether pr ' WN appeared? i} 
thdt: ‘Mri’ Sderetdry' Gunkiiy, at the London: Tavers? M4. 
Fwhn: Fapis in the chit! had, ‘ancler the fluence ' bt 
thnes three} been jndudeds fH dnawer-to tires qatieti 
to ‘him ‘by-the ¢aid chairmitti,’to Pive at -accotint OF BB: 
Mensutes-intended td be 'purstred by tiMivterd''én! : 
Srerotnatnet tp the said thre qdestions: NG 
deni te wot tut Bande the Mauve BY 
ceedings, as he believed they w ret ' 
ever Neaesteae! suas: ins ¢ ere pretty, well kAUwe 


UT bo fither af this ahs tnistehlpn, thé pm veidl etttnced: 
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question gor, pnp. rota, im, one hat sake 

Seine ne hal tthe great dealain- that: Hogee 
baranguieg. 9 rabble froma .tabloat.a 

stead acne pt # ved this.was she Gpst-dimaithey 
week bperd,of a. arelary.of,Sate,cither; from, ateblt 

or any. othesatniion, informing, a, romppay at eictarerp 
Bi Roki balisaininierentnonh i oon Coie erthnt grartiouloe 
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- siebad agg a tstapting ie del ude «whale, people, . was.the 


laredl be hed a great xeepect. fdr 
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pacenn Wellesley, He theught, hows 


edter.in the Secretary of State’ r$he wie 
il, spther- mare: than. was; wannnted 
toes but ia lnttqriof the noble Jerd. had .goue 
ace limits, nibs pion i sa Ahh Sit ‘Wellesley 
Soult inthres engagements; wherge 
af aA bub ; bread) ¢ id not belie che aha. had ever:been 
saeaged with Souby 8. army..at;afiy. bat merehytqnithr., ihe 
Jere l pf.it.. fhe acconats, we Lpddiveny secontly-ney 
rpm thence, were such ae to make hima wend 
Se f tof-afairs did net eogn, serch for the befiex 
wopld be ip, one lish, situations 
_ Vel mA nessaronnt from Ausizia that could war 
ote taba Be or sugcess ;-and it behoved ps thereforgip 
ie vo since we: avere likely son to. hanes 
oh i whole poweraf the, Continent, nader tae 
lean HORAPAHIE. . However he might be,calnnaaiagt 
a Fat ere yen wand. chlpargor bo.sot his opée 
eoonon be Hou, , seapecd (q peach; 
‘oan asain Sr. eee tied alivedy mooune\s amg 


peas and, so ret oH Mibhate veid 
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sR, Se 
rt romey, 20d Sountevont debate, she. woald them neablibid 
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5. Whitbread then proceeded ta.nend: Aen FRO, whicls 
“yas svesy dang cand rae boca his sanieetg foe 


$2 THe PARLIAMENTARY REGtETER. .- | feo. 
ouje 


‘having tlirected the treaty to be laid before thé 
when confirmed ; to acquaint his majesty that the # 
‘of Commons had learnt with sttrprize that thé Au , 
govetnment shontd draw bills on this countty without tle 
authority of this government; thal it waa e d 
precedent, which the House of Comtions cairid by tio 
‘means sinction, and that they did not feel tethsel ves jus- 
tified in sanctioning any further grants to Austria. 
- Mr. W. Snttth spoke at considetable length, and ex. 
ressed his concern at being. obliged to differ with fits 
Ponoarable friend ; but he conceived Austria to be entitled 
tp our assistance as far as the ability of the county we wo 
permit, and he should itereford give the vote of ls 
cordial support. sf , 
Mr. C. Hutchinson spoke at some fength in favour of 
‘the vote of credit, add thought as doo ld be uffordell 
to Austria, even ‘although it enabled her td hold eat bet 
for a week longer against the common enemy. ob. 
demned the tadiots ond fil-concetted tirililaty: operatiots 
‘of this government, who conttived to stad our arinies info 
the fictd always ont of place or tite. 
Mr. Ponsonby, in rising to state his sentitents on thts 
‘abject, said that it seemed agreed upon alt hatreds, that 
‘sll the assistance tn ont powet cugtt to be given fo Spratt 
‘and Portugal. The only question at which those whe 
thought apon the sé were at issiie wad with 1 
"spect to the sapoly which Engtend otight fo give te 
‘Aostria. He fad no hesitation in giving it as fits 0 
tifon, that no aid which we could gtvé to that cou y 
could be of any effectual service ‘td her. “Fe 
when he said so mac, he did: nof-'nitan to den that 
if ministers thougfit proper to support her canst, antl 
éduld shew any reason ‘fot it, they might’ Be freed “frots 
blame upon the subject. Phe moué, however, th whieh 
Anstria chose to make her demand was novel'add ektedote 
dinary, and one which ought by ho nitdag td be affowal 
aga precedent. “Considering al the cirturtistdnives of the — 
¢ase, he was competted to say, however dtfitatd sitit’a 


declaration might be, tbat in his option tte hapes tt 
“ftuatria were for ever bfasted.  But-whfert He safa this, fe 
i not tistr to Be soprosed as revirhining the efforlr of 
‘this country in het support, if mihistérs hac any 
‘Prospect of andertaking it with success, Austria wax tite 
gteat prop of the continent; stre was theif principal military 
power, -and in many instances the fried of o 
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proportion, however, to the opposition she might make, 
no doubt, woukl be the effort of her enemy, and that effort 
seemed now to be directed to her total ruin. .The case 
was different with regard to Spain and Portugal. We 
‘were there bound so by treaties aud chgagements, that to 
withhold our aid would be both unjust and impotitic. 
Delicate as the subject wight be, still he was resolved to 
ive his frank and full opinion on it, considering, as he 
id, the greatness of ihe stake for which we played. He 
thought then, that in the present struggle, Spain and 
‘Portugal would totally fail, and that in a very short time 
the Emperor of France would hold them in as complete. a 
state of vassalage as he did many of the continental states, 
While we. had it our power thep, we ought to take pose 
seesion of the insular American colonies of those countries, 
‘pod prevent Joseph Buonaparte from being really what he 
‘pssulnes id be-~king of.the Indies. He did not mean that 
~we were ta effect this by a system of piracy, but by giv- 
ing out coussel ta Spain, and lending her all our aid te 
carry such ‘counsel into execution. He hoped we were 
pot xo. far entangled with Ferdinand VII. as not ,to allow 
the people of South America, in-gase of the failure of the 
nish arms, to adopt a constitution of their own. If 
srance succeeded in her contest with those ooyntries, she 
would naturally look upon them with a jealous eye, and 
govern them with a hard hand. We ought thea, in the 
probable anticipation of such an igsue, to take care that 
mo left them ta the enemy in as little advantageous a state 
as,possible ; that by their conquest she should gain ne 
qoarjlime accession, and that their great seaports should 
‘mot.become so. many naval resources in the hands of on 
enemy., Why. should we allow Cadiz, and Lisbov, and 
Carthagena quietly tg fall into the hands of France? He 
gid not mean that we should tym pirates, but that we 
should be ia img upon our guard, and if France did pres ° 
-vail,. see what, she gained, and that those who opposed 
Jos{ as little as possible. . ae 
. Mr. Canning said, that all sides of the Honse seemed 
$0 ynanimays in their, opinipys as ta the vote of credity 
thal he shauld certainly not, getain, them on the subject, 
grere he nol afraid_of. being ahalleriged by gentlemen. 
posite with having Ps less ention to a matter of sock 
ant, than lie did to other of inferior importance: 
be. vqic, indeed, was the ordinary vate of: credit, which 
" Vew I.—]809. , 8 J ‘ oe Ing an Ss 
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was usually granted at the end of a sessfon, and thé sunt 
very litle excecded the regular average. After what ind! 
cen stated in the king’s message concerning Austria, be 
should now he silent on that subject, did not te deen 
proper to evince what was the disposition towards bers 
complaint had been made with respect to her mode of 
application for pecuniary ‘assistanée ; this he was nbt preé 
pared to defend; care, however, bad bees particalar|y 
taken that it never should be moulded tato:a pr : 
and, perhaps, an excuse might be made ‘for the proceed 
ing in the unprecedented circumstances of the times. ‘He 
begeed leave distinctly to deny that the hopes of Anstria 
were attempted to be damped or dismayed by any repres 
sentations of ministers here. ‘In fact, na possible dé 
touragement had been held ont, bat certainty no excites 
ment had been given; she had been fairly tald’ to weigh 
‘cautiously the circumstances of the contést in which she 
‘was about to engage; to consider falty the risk’ she 
and the probebilities of subcess she had, fer that iv 
calculation the event would be definitive. This-was' the 
only discourngement which was made use of towards her 
—it'was a frankness which we used to alt countries 'sintl- 
‘Jarly circumstanced.” We denied them not assistance ta 
case they engaged in the contest, but then we did net 
wish to hurry them blindly ta their rain. We did not 
@esire to place them between ourselves and danger-—to 
make them the conductor by which the dreadful tight- 
ning might be averted from ourselves. (Hear, heart) 
Fie could not hetp defending the justice of the Austraa 
struggle—a struggle in which sooher or later they tmnast 
have engaged in, even according to the arguments: of 
those who considered France as entering onty into de- 
fénsive wars, since the revolationary eontest, ‘up to ‘the 
‘war with Spain. '(/Zear, hear!) Austria saw the storm 
‘was impending ; she saw that to resist at some period.ahe 
‘must; for that sho should: certainty be attacked, and it 
~ was most politic in her ta resist when resistance was Kkely 
' ‘to'prove effectunl. What! was she to coarttheoppor- 
tunity oF interests of Hey enemies ?'' Was whe to' wattthe 
* dascination of the eye of France, until jt’ sulted Franog to 
' ‘gwallow up her prey t~¢ Hear,.Acar, keal lf): Bot oven if 
Austria dict fal, her sttugele might not prove ineffectnal ; 
‘it might sérve'to ‘shew Russia; and the other continedtal 
- ‘powers, ‘what ‘mercy’ they who aitted France were likely 
-+ nr rrr ae - rn rn ad Oe or 
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.mcnige, when Ffaaes. no laager neesled theit assiddnce,, 
és: thought theis: indepenience tronbleseme. It. was an 
saitter iia prophesy misfortunes; and they who did 
on tied ptweat this, oorfort, that.they could vot possibly. 
be dieappninwd ;. botthe perohk who fareboded good had 
novquith melwaytage, He did. set mean io become a too 
sengiiee :paophe:; ‘but be -weuld say, that.if acceaunts 
Came,» iin. a few days akewing, that notwilhstanding thd . 
capisin-of hed capital, dhe heart of Austria was still tirm 
. Oinl hes spirit unsvbdued,: then, indeed, his hopes would 
not bestetebly: dejedted,: (hen he might anticipate the gla 
toys ise wich potriativm and wnited perseverance pry 
seised:«:;-Wijth,avspect 1o,.Spain and Portugal, all seemed 
wiarimons a ike, Onitrion. that.we should not wesert (heir 
saine.. Sane-iadeod, thought proper to qualify titis ase | 
sertion. ‘The House, he hoped, would see the sitaation 
dm which gowbroment- was: placed, and the consistent 
weenl pf dhe peatienscn opposite. . At the:conclusion of 
Mest eosin. ‘hey, aduised, that in. ibe assistance whieh this 
1onudiry wendened te Spain, no appentance of a view tp 
~Briish interest: might: be .abyiows, » W hat-was their ad- 
ivice now? ; Why, andecd that. we isbould. seize an all 
obheit possesgions abeoad, and them.ont of the teach 
tof Krande, Now. thse two d@iffesent advices might be 
~beth.vary good in their, kind—ihey had at all events one 
- advantage, that, whiehever of: them wae follawed, an at- 
tack. for depariing from the other might be made upan 
imainiters.(a dauge).: Lf they removed the Spanish fleets, 
and burned: apine of stheseaporis, oh! then the czy would 
be, bew shoeking-—haw barbarous to freal.the country 
dike a conpse. when. there was st least. six weeks life in 
her! (Hear, hear!) .Bat if the conwary course. whs 
vedppted, axd we:were aoel, while France advanced in 
: het succesges— Oh, then, fus. shamc, to let the country 
, he a chrpse so ldng, without. taking posscgsian ds beirs !" 
¢Hear, hear!) Such wae; the predicament in which go- 
~i7emmmednt was placed, if it-tplhowed either of ibe.courses 
-» treoommended .by tleis sage gdvisers.. He, naw wished 
_} just toténch. upon the gooddhumonured atlagk of the ho- . 
. te munrablé gentlenjan op pavite; aad fo aseyre him, hat all 
- the shenit of. the spetch witich, ye bad quoted .as spoken 
. by hiaa-at the London Tavern, belonged. jo the reporter. 
~' He psa many icheipliments tr tlie dalents and integrity 
of the Marquia Wellceley—a man, of whose merits dod 
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pooulier aptitude forthe post which had bidet nsstprtedt 
im, be would venture to my no man in the ‘country coalé 
doubt; he was a man of the most splendid quaNties, and 
equally admirable, as the representative or servant of 
king. ‘The right honourable gentleman concluded by 
jecting to the address which had been > the ihe 
troduction of which was not regular without previous 
notice. 

Mr. Whitbread, in explanation, said, that he did not 
etate that Austria was the ag¢ressor in the war,’ bat that 
France was so much engaged in the Spanish contest, that 
she would not have forced her into bostilities: ‘(With ree 

t to the address, he thought it would be perliaps bettet 

at the House’ should take the present opportonity of 
deciding upon it, than make it the subject of a foranal 
Yebate. 

Lord ff. Petty thonght it highly deserving. bf censure 
that his majesty’s ministers should make 4 statement of 
the foreign polttics of the country any where out of that 
House. He condemned the extraordinary proceeding of 
the Austrian government,.in having drawn upon the 
‘English treasury without being duly authorized, and wae 
against ‘voting : ahy money on that head without proper 
explanation.: He, however, must admit the necessity vf 
‘the war on the part of Austria. She either niust have 
abandoned her security, or crouched at the feet of France. 
He mast adhere to thé principle he had often recom- 
miended, that of husbandin emt resources, nati’ fairer 
opportunities should offer employing them: for the att. 
Vantage of Europe. 

“Phe resolution was agreed to; as also was’ a vote of 
900, 060/. to his Bicilian majesty. 

Mr.” W hitbtead ' next mayed his address, which was 
pegatived without a division. 

‘> Adjoumed. (5 i | ak 
oun e “-HovsE’ OF ‘LORDS. 
sons THURSDAY, JUNE Ls » ek at 
On the. motion of the ‘Bark of. Suffolk. the contatteiotts 
of. Colonel de Charyailly’ were ordeted'to be bid befere: the 
rea . Y° ff 
.. On. the eeder afahelay. dein vonul fox the-farther-ebae 
sideration of Poulett’s divorce bill, the Earl of Hardwicke 
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ores.dhe gpognd reading, she Lord Chancellor entered 
to a detail af the rere Nod felt himself under the | 
Painful. negessityiof appasing the mation. Afiersqme ob~ 
sravasions érqm, the iarls.of Darnley, Hardwieka, and Ear} 
anhope,. and tha reading of some pants .of the evidegce, 
the oretiqn, was negatined.. FF 
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CLERGY. 
. On; the order af.the day being read for taking into cane 
sideration his majesty’s message, . . 
,, Lhe Earl of Liserpool ad verted to the returns on the 
table respecting the number of livings under 150/. pes . 
annum, in order to shew the expedieacy of resorting to 
some plan for more rapidly increasing the value of these 
liyi 33, 4nd thereby making a more adequate provision 
for the clergy.’ He was not now prepared to enter into g 
detail of the. proposed plan, but it was intended ta. pro- 
geed by the agency of those means which were already 
‘established be parliament, aud-fo move in the House of 
Commons for a vote of 100,090/, to be placed at the dis 
posal of the governors of Queen Anne’s bounty for thia 
purpose. In the next session the aftention of Parliament 
would again be called to the subject. -..His lardship con- 
«cluded by, moving an address to his majesty, expressing 
‘the readiness of the House to concur in the object of the 
WC§Sage, a . . 

_..Lard Viscount Sidmouth cordially concurred in the ob- 
ect, proposed, but would have wished to have knowag 
more in (letail the intended. plan. -. He also objected to the 
mode which scemed to be in contemplation, of making 
"this yoto.a,part af the appropriation bill.in the Commons, 
and thus interfering materially with their lordships’ prj- 
Wileges, as they, would not bave, a fair opportunity of 
iscussing this measure. _ a one 
Lord i arrowby defended the proposed measure, and 
entered at considerable length into a deve of the opera- 

" tion of Queen Apne’s baunty, which still left at a cotisi- 
| dorable distance Gnd bichon? of- fi lividgs under 5Ul. a 
ear to that amount.” “By ptacing 160,00U/. a year at the 

- Hiaponal- of, the: governor of that bounty, all livings ntder 
OL. 4 yeas, woyld, be, ingreased to'-that -<mouht in ‘four 
years. In twenty-one years more, all livings under-10QU 
year Would be yereased to that ambdet 3 “had inithitty, 
wet ET ear eB Dade te 
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five years afterwirds, all livings under 1500 4 fear WOME 
be increased to that amount. = | SEES 
' After a few wotds from the Dike of Norfélk; the Ext? 
of Liverpool, and Lord Viscount Sitimouth in ex plettes 
tion, the nrtion was agreed to mem. Gss.- et tee 
Lord Viscount Stdmouth zave notice of his trtenfion & 
move {0-morrow for an account of all licehces granted it’ 
tre different countics of England, ander the act of king 
Witllam, commonly called tie toleration aet. ve 
Adjourned. at 
'| HOUSE OF COMMONS, ae 


THUGSDAY, sone. I]. ob 


In a Committee on the insolvent debfors Dill, 4 ehuse 
was introduced by Sir T. Turton, authorising the Hhere- 
tion, on the same terms as those prescribed for other per- 
éons meutioned in the act, of all debtors confined: for fivé 


years who should owe the sum of 2000/.; and of ull persotis 
eoufined for ten years who might owe 3000]. The’ bill 
was ordered to be reported to-morrow. \ 


;; LORD RURGHERSH. ea 
Colonel Shipley resc, agreeably to the notive hq bad 
given on the subject of the papers, relative to Lord Ba 
bersh’s commission as a lieutensnt-colonel in. the acm 
From circumstances which had oceurred, he was happy 
‘ao think, that it was not nccesaury for bira to protedd th 
this business. He must, however, be allowed to say; -thgt 
$a bringing the appointment in question under the dénsi- 
deration of that House, he had not been actaated'by any 
personal motive, or by any fecling of hostility fo ti 
noble lord who was the object of it. The noble lord bad 
-done no:hing wreag, 1¢ could be nothing bul a praist- 
worthy motive which’ could induce him to court prefte- 
snent in the unmy, which, while it was an honourable, | 
avas also‘a:laborions and ‘Imzurdoug profession. As Sr 
"himself, he'was solely actuated by a regard for the public 
‘gervioe. He felt regret that thé-noble lérd had been de- 
“prived of that rank to-whicli te had so lately beén prb- 
ssnoted.: [40 hoped that the circamstance would not deprive 
~the country of the services of so’ gallant and’ mertortoes 
tan officer, ag owas: given to undetsfaiid. the noble utd 
had proved himself to be. He must, however, be allowed 
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to ‘congratulatethe country” on the result of tHe present” 
business, ag % proved that dae regard would alwars be: 
id to the opinion of Parliament and of the country. 
Re congratylated the service‘on, the victory which had 
thus been gained over miniatera; and by which au essute 
ance was held out.te them, that. no deviation would be 
suffered.to exist-in the regulatiqns of the army, when any 
such deviation was fairly and fully made the subject of 
investigation. Having wid thus-much, and agdin. dex 
claring himself to -have heen-enfirely free from every pris 
vate or party motive, he begged leave to withdraw -his 
motion. Leave was given accordingly. : 


INGRE ASK TQ THE SALARY OB JUDGES. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer rose to move the 
Order of the Day for the House fesolving itself into a 
Commitee woop the proposed augmentation of tho salaries 
of the judges. see 
. Mn. HW. Martin dcclared his anxiety to leam whether 
it was praposed to defray the, amaunt of. the praposad 
jncrease, gut of the reduction ef -the sinecure offices 
raanccted with our eae atk aoe rem 
sure strongly recommended. by;- j x ts. 
Committees of that House. an : baled 

The Chanccllor of the Excheguer did not think that . 

fh¢d present question shonld depead upoa the’ naturé or 
‘quattium.of these proposed reductions. -He considered the 
merits of the facrease stood upon intrinsic grounds, ang 
‘that the other was an after. considcration. He thea moved, 
that, the Speaker should leave the. chair for the pucpose-of 
going sata a,Commiltee. = oo 
Aer. Hetry Martia expressed his anxiety. to guard 
wgainst any misconception or.imissepresentution. of. bis 
opinions.:' He-was diatinetly 2 friends tothe principle af 
the measure upan.the ground, that taithe geeat ‘and wala 
‘alila services of the: judicial abhinisteation such an if- 
_oteese was highly necessaty:.’. But whilst be-did Jjustias 
,dithe judge, be also, Chayght, tihad i sheuld adt be with 
ivcld from the peoples .Kourtecn yeann.ago,. after 
edonions investigations, 4 Committe of that-Hotise. h 
-Tecetmanmended, the oeasation of: sinecure siffioes{ connected 
withsbe caurds of lav, -de tha. amonet.af 27,8794 ©. With 
- Hen infartegtion.before, the; Aouse andthe cbbintry:, be 
msked whether the ipablee were. called upon fo pay nddii- 
| tidndliaad desarvedsmatarics 1@.the.judgés, that was nat 
bee ed Qeccewal orm oll ead ot oem Love. p bed 
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the proper moment to ask the minister who proposed. { 
whether it was his intention to meet-such an addition 
augmentation from the fund, which must arise from the 
recommendetl reduction of useless offices ia the cousts of 
law 2—The angwet to the question he was solicitous to 
obtain, as it would determine bis support to the patti- 
cular motion of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer forbore to pledge 
hinwelf to ary conclusive coame of conduct, relative to 
the reduction of those offices. The present measure stood, 
he contended, upon wholly independent grounds, withe 
out aay reference whatsoever to the subordinate offices 
connected with such situations. 

Lord Henry Petty aiso considered the present propo- 
sition wholly distinct from any reference to its collategal 
consequences. It was merely, whether in the present 
state of the public circumstances, the country was not 
called. upon to render the elevated situetion of a judge 
more commensurate with the Jabour be performed, and 
the dignity he was bound to support. . 

The Speaker then left the chair, and the House went 
into a Committee. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer after various preli- 
minary observations, stated the object of his intended re- 
solution, namely, to vote from the consolidated fund, such 
a sum as would afford one thousand pounds a year addi- 
tional, both to the chicf barons and justices, and to the 
puisne judges of the courts of law in England. In pres- 
sing such a measure upon the House, he was aware that 
it would feel the necessity of enabling the elevated indi- 
viduals in the administration of justice in this kingdom, 
to support that decent and due dignity; at the same time 
that such a course should not intrench upon their pro- 
perty as individuals, or upon the future interests of their 

amily. With respect to the other judiciary establish- 
ments of the united kingdom, he had to propose an in- 
crease at present only for the judges of Wales—taking 
the same standard as he did in the former instance, merely 
to make the real income equal to the nominal, he proposed 
an increase for the Welsh judges to the amount of 3001 
@ year. 

With respect to Scotland and Ireland he was obliged 
to postpone any measure upon the subject. The House 
was aware that within a very short period a considerable 





‘en 


‘ 


‘Jove lJ] - SoDGESs. | bai 
alteration had taken place in the constitution of the court 
_ Of session in Scotland. Until that alteration was fully 
completed, and its effects visible, the delay of such con- 
sideration could not, in his opinion, be deemed improper. 
‘And as to Jreland, althongh he had received a letter from 
the Lord Chancellor of ‘that country, stating the equally 
strong claims of the Irish judges to an augmentation of © 
of their salary, yet he was not; withoat further informa- 
tion on the subject, at present inclined to vote any similat 
proposition relative to those parts’ of the empire. He 
Wished at the same time to be anderstood, as giving no - 
improper partiality, bat as anxious that each measure 
should be brought forward upon the due occasion. He 
then moved that there be voted a sum of 40,000/. out of 
the consolidated fund for that purpose. 

Lord Henry Petty gave the proposition his most sin 
cere support, and he esteemed the unanimity of all sides 
of the House desirable in voting a resolution which all - 
felt to be necessary. In the various adniinistrations which 
had in modern times taken place, the country must sce 
that the selection was puré and justified, wholly unaffected 
by. political consideration, and that the reflection of the 
past was theréfore the best security for the future. “With 
respect to Waleés, though aware of the difficulties from 
the constitution of the court of assize, he still thought 
that the most salutary alteration was, to place it under - 
the fair and impartial system of British jurisprudence, - 

' Mr. Wynne argued fora further increase to the amount 

of 5002. for the judges of Wales, and concluded with any 

amendment to that effect. . | | 

> Mr. Bankes was friendly to the amendment, under th 
‘condition that the increase of salary was accompanied 
- with the exclusion of Welsh judges trom that House. 

Mr. Adam was of opinion that the proposed augmeny 
tation should in a relative proportion be extended to th 
judges of the court of session in Scotland, and to those o 
Ireland. He could not admit, that the recent alterations 
in the constitution of the court of session in Scotland 
ought to operate m the way of postponement to the 
claims of the Scotch judges for that augmentation of 
falary which their services so well merited. To the para 
ticnlar alterations in the system of the Scottish judi. | 
catute, he was not friendly, but candour and conviction 
called upon him to stafe, that much good had been the 
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consequence, though not to the extent which, in bis 
opinion, another system ‘might have produced. 
judges were however entitled to his and to the countrys 
th:enks for the aptitude with which they embraced the new 
change that the legislature had recommended ; and therge 
fore, either then, or at a future occasi no, he should press 
the augmentation of a silary, which, as it at present — 
stood, was miserably deplorable, oy 

Mr. Bathurst and Mr. Horner supported the ainend- 
ment of Mr. Wynne. 

Lord Milton thought it a proper time when addiljongl 
remuneration was voted to the judges, to state the clans 
and remorstrances of the peaple in the Northern cauatica, 
to have their a:sizes more than once a year. Numeroys 
were the evils which followed such a delay of justice, 
aml he therefore trusted that the period of redress had 
arrived. 

Mr. W. Smith conceived the proposed increase right, 
but was fully convinced that the country would more fully 
approve of it, if it was accompanied with. the reduction 
of those uscless offices which it hid been receramended te 
that House twelve years ago to reduce. 

Mr. Spencer Stanhoje expressed bis opinion, that 
Welsh judges ought to be excluded from that House, and 
that the Northern counties should enjoy the two circuits 
in the year that the more central counties ‘ 

Mr. Whitbread contended that when the’ House voted 
additional remuneration to the judge, it was also bound 
to atiend to the claims of the people. Why, in the.pre- 
sent facility of communication, should Yorkshires or 
other Northern counties, be denied that prompt adininis- 
tration of justice which was given to Hertford or to Hamp- 
shire. He next alluded to the-impropriety of Welsh 
judges having seats in that House, and also holding, as 
was now the case, places dependent upon the will of the 
crown. He also, though inclined to afford dae means to 
the judges'(o support the dignity of their character, 
though the first step was to apply to fhat purpose the 
27,879/. which was now expended in uselcas offices con- 
nected with our judiciary establishment, 

Mr. Perceval said, that the judges had. not time to go 
the distant circuits ( wice—that the proposition respecti:g 
the Welsh judges would be understood to apply to his 
Jearned friend near him—and that the House bad not suf- 
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ficient infurmation onthe subject of the law sinecures, to 
ehahle it ‘with advantage to combine thjs consideration 
with the point of augmenting the salaries of the judges, 
on which all were agrecdl. ) 

Lord Henry Petty observed, that the House ought to 
‘be mformed on the subject of sinecures, as that subject 
had been treated in various reports, and as gentlemen 
awonk? beeatled ‘upon te decide upon the general grou::d 
to-morraw. He expressed his astonishment that it should 
be imaginéd, that the- observation with respect to the 
Welsh! judges, shonld be suppesed to reflect upon the 
Solicitor generat. The priaciple of such an argument 

would go to prevent all reform. . 

Mr. Percéval explained. his meaning, which was, that 
persons oltt of dors would imagine the observations so to 
apyly, although not so intended. ; 

Mr . Whitbread understood the right honourable gentle- 
man exactly as he explained himself, but could not cons 
cur in the seundness of the argument. He had great 
‘Yespect: for the Solicitor-zeneral ; and -the fittest time for 
reform was, that when an individual was concerned, whos 
character ‘was such tlat it would be ‘impossible for any 
ore to say that the reform was directed against him, The 
‘objection of time, as to going the distant circuits twice in 
the year, he thought unfounded—for as to time, Carlisle 
was not more: distant now than Norwich was 150 years 
ago. | . 
or. G. Vansittart wished that an assurance should be 
given that the place of clerk of assize should not be sold. 
infuture. - | , 

Mr. Ponsonby thought the increase af the salaries abs 
solutely necessary, and disapproved of mixing another 
subject with this consideration. 

Mr. Wilberforce stated, that complaints had come to. 
him of the inconveniences which sqme counties felt from 
not having the double circuit, a 

The resolutions as to the increase.to the English jndges 
was then agreed to; and Mr. Wynne’s amendment pro- 

sing an adctilional ingrease of salary tq the Welsh 
judges was adopted.—Re port to-morrow. 


SEATS IN PARLIAMENT BILL, 


| Mr. Curwen moved the committal of the parliamentary 
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In the Committee, Mv. Jbbott, the Speaker, rose and 
obecrved, that, unwillibg as he was to interfere in the 
gencral discussions of the House, there were seme sub. 
jects where a sense of personal duty was parainduat ¢o 
that feeling, and upon which sone might:even: think 
that his public duty demanded his giving an opinion. 
OF these subjects he considered the present ay one of the 
most in portant. The question was neither more nor leas 
than this, whether seats in that House should. henceforth 
be publicly sold—a thing at the very soued of which ont 
ancestors would have started with indignation «4 cry of 
hear, hear!) This: practice was, however, -mot 
heard without indignation, bat was openly. avowed ‘and 
jastified, ( Hear, heer!) The House was thetefore come 
fo a pass from which there was no retreat. It dad tg 
pronounce, whether seats -were te be thus-openly seld—~ 
ayeornn, To do nothing in the matter was to do-every 
thins; for unless the practice, when thas exposed, was 
ibited by law, it would be considered as sanctioned: 
vy the House. And under sach circamstances, even 
betore the expiration of the little that remaiged of the 
present session, sehts would probably be sold -by public 
auction, by which a greater scandal would be brought 
upon the Hlense than it had ever experignoed - since the. 
exisience vf Parliament. (Hear, hear!) . 
There were three points here to be consklered—ist, 
Whether the practice was a political evil?—2 i, Whe. 
ther it was a parliamentary cvil?—and 3d, Whether it 
could conveniently be prevented for the time to come ? 
As to the first question, whether it was a political evil, . 
he did not think it incumbent on him ¢o enter at any t 
length inte tbat view ef the subject » nor could he believe 
that it was et al! necessary, ‘[ 
the sake of the prosperity, the peace, and the freatom of 
the country, to have a great and paramount influence in 
the return of members to that Heuse was, in his opinion, 
perfectly clear. But when the owners of property de- 
parted from the generous mo'ives of friendship, of respect 
or talenfs, and a regard to the public good, and unblush- 
ingly went té aq-open and shameful market to sell the 
attachment of tlieir connections and dependants to stran- 
gers, they debased the character of the House, and de- 
graded the habits of the higher ranks, circumstances of 
Which themselves seemed to have been sensibio by the 
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sort of concealment which they had adopted in these 


transactions. Such proceedings, he observed, as. they 


wert.degvading to the character of the Hause, strongly. 
favoured the views of ‘those whose geal for reform, how- 
ever well.meant, had a tendency, in his opinion, to subvert 
the whele of the representation, (Hear, hear!) - 

Phat this was a parliamentary offence he thought be- 
yond all question. -It had always been the doctrine of 
that House, and of the constitution, that the election of 
membeérs of Parliament ought to be free—a doctrine which 
had been ‘sanctioned by the bill of rights, And to shew 
the sense which the leyislature had of the spirit of that 
act, it was followed up, in the very next year, in the 
case of the Cinque Ports, by an enactment, that for any 
warden of the Cinque -Ports to nominate or recommend 
any cardidate for the representation of the places under 
hie jurisdiction, wasa violstion of the law. (f/ car, hear!) 
Corrupt offences had, in «ll ages, been reprobated in that 
Heuse. They hed been reprobaied in the Committees of 
privileges at all times, and had been visited with severe. 
animadversion and panishment in cases that ocoarred soon 
after the Revolution, and at the close of Sir R. Walpole’s 
administration. it was-the general language of Parliae 
meat to reprobate such offences. The bribing of voters 
was an offence at common-law, before the statute against 
bribery bad passed. In like manner the case now under 
considération wak an offence af common law; and where 
any previous agreement to controul the voters was proved, 
the cleetion wis by the common law void. In proof of 
this he tustanced the case of the Stirling election in 1773, 
It was there proved that a secret contract had been entered 
into, by-which none were to be admitted into the town 
council of Stirling, except such as it was presumed would: 


vote for a particular candidate. The favoured candidate 


was retarned; and though the voters themselves were per- 
fectly ignorant of the existence of any such contract, the 
court of session held, that theis votes were vitiated b 

the corrupt agreement, and declared the election void. 
This decision was appealed from to the House of Lords ; 
and the judgment of the court of session was affirmed. At 
a ‘later. period: (we think about 1781) an agreement had 
been entered into between two rival candidates to join 
their interests, and to retarn one of them, who, after site’ 
ting in the House a: certain number ef years, was to ree 
sign and make room for the other, who was to be returned 


4 
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by the same voters. The Committee bad vo'ed this to be 
illegal, and the election was declared void. This pracpice, 
therefore, was a violation of the privileges of the Hause. 
In this ca-e then they ought to proceed as their ancesiors 
bad done; who, when the common law was found ineflie . 
cient, accomplished their purpose by prohibitery statutes. 

The third consideration was, whether this offence could 
‘be prevented by prohibit ry statute. If there was any 
doubt upon the point of law as it at preset stood, or if 
the law was obscure and little known, the bill aught to be 
decharatory as well as.enactive. The first dbject then 
would be to declare the law, and next to enact the 

nalty. The offence ought to be stated as plainly, and 
in as few vords as possible, for the sense was sometimes 
Jost inthe multiplication of words. With regard to the 
eath, his objection was to the general form of it rather 
than to the oath itself. An oath might be extremely pro 
per in important cases, and none could be more important 
than the present. And be besides agreed with Sir W. 
Blackstone, that an oath was more likely to bo effectual 
when imposed upon the elected than when imposed on the 
elector. As many, however, had strong objections to the 
oath, he would not insist upon it, alQhough he certainly 
would have done so had he thought il essential. But the 
purpose might be effected by creating, in the first plaice, 
a disability in the person convicted of this practice, of 
sitting in the House for that session, or he would have no 
objection to the extension of the disability tothe whole 
Parliament.. In the next place, the party receiving the 
money for a seat might be subjected to a forfeiture of the 
sum, and to such a penalty as the House should think fit; 
and, tocrown the whole, he thought that both parties 
should be declared guilty of a misdemeanor. 

He was exceedingly anxious to establish the principle 
of th& bill. He hoped there were many who had acted 
from want of due consideration, rather than from want of 
princi, le ; and who, when (bey saw this law, would shrink. 
with abhorrence ‘from such practices; while o hers of a 
baser nature, might be prevented by the fear of punish- 
ment, [ie would listen to any amendment which might 
afford the hope of making this bill effectual. He wished 
the principle to be clearly stated, and to be supported by: 
¢Jear and distinct provisions. He concluded by observing, 
. Uhat it was indispensable to the honour pf the House, that 
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some law should. be pas-e.l, declaratory of the abhorrence 
which it felt at the corrupt dealings in seats, which had — 
been so opegly avowed, - | 
Mr. Perceval observed, that the alterations which he 
had been enabled to frame would go a great way to mvet 
the ideas of his right bonourable friend who had just sat 
down; and he. concurred with him, that it would Be 
equally wixe and prudent to make not only an enacting but 
a decliratory law. He also concurred with hin, that the 
person guilty of this offence ought at least to be deprived 
of his seat. ..1¢ was not necéssary, he thought, to state 
what the law was before. He would merely say on that 
head, that in his opinion the law was s» doubtful, that ia 
a court of law, if the point came forward in a civil suit, 
it would be declared to be unlawful; but if'a person should 
be indicted fur.a. misdemeanor, the law was not so very 
clear, but that tbe.defendant would in all probability be 
acquitted. Ifthe offence coulk! be de.cribed in sucha 
way, as not to endunger the safety of the innocent, he should 
be realy ta concur in the principle of the measure.—(uyt 
at the same time, the enactments ought to be well guarded, 
for he confessed that he liad felt great difficulty lest the 
House should, controul where it had no such tatentions 
and he thought they ought rather to fall slrort in the first 
instange, than go too far. ‘The object was to come ai the 
Case where there was a distinct sale of the seat. In thts 
¢ase it would be proper to reach not only the individual 
who could influence the whole of the voters, but also the 
person who by a minor interest could effectually decide 
the election between two candidates. It would be stall 
farther: necessary to extend. the provisions of the act to the 
person who received money for bis influence, whether he 
was a voter or not, and to render a contract for the pay- 
ment of money to any person for his influence a ground 
fur vacating a seat. He perfectly concurred in the opt- 
nion, that he who also received the money ought¢ to be 
liable to a fusfeiture of the whole; to be punished fora 
misdemeanor ; and he would further propose a penalty of 
§00/. tu the informer. But he was rather disposed to 
stop short, of what had been suggested by his right ha- 
nourable friend, respecting the rendering his offence in 
the member a misdemeandr in a court’ of common law ; 
for if such.an offence was tried there, and a verdict of 
guilly. pronounced, the House would consider the crime. | 
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as preved, and proceed to expel the tnembers whith 
would threw the question of Sa vatici OF a'pedt in'that 
Howe upon d court of common law.—The same objection 
the right hononrable gentleman admitted, applied: to thd 
bribery laws at the present moment ; bat it had so otedt} 
ted, that since the passing of the act of the 2d of George 
Ji. that the offence had- never been brought to # coutt 6f 
eommon law, till previonsly exposed by a petition in that 
House. - He thought. aleo that ceriain limits of time as‘ té 
the inability of the member should ‘be established, ind: 
that the scat should be merely vacatcd im (he first instance. 
He wae not surpriaed that, at first, it should be interided ° 
that the bill should extend to the promise of offices. But 
the more he considered this the more it appeared utterly 
uncafe to go to this extent. : Offices there must be—the. 
business of the state could: not go on withontit. The 
disposal of offices must rest somewhere, and here: that 

wer was vested in the crown. That this power must 
Greate influence was beyond ali question ; and every bedy 
agreed that it was proper that such influence should cxist 
in the crown. The only objection that.had been madé 
was to the extent of it. But the effect of such a Ine 
tion as that which was proposed with respect to offices, 
would be, that none would either ask or receive an office 
without the risk of a conviction for a misdemeanor, how- 
ever innocent. The only evidence: which a jury would 
bave to decide ypon would be, that a member had pro- 
cuted an office for a friend who had voted for him at an 
election; and the probability in many such cases would 
be so great and the diffculty of proving the absence of 
all corrupt motives so considetable, that the most innocent 
men could hardly esoape conviction. It might be said 
out of doore that he urged these arguments for the pur- 
pose of preserving: the free use of the patronage of his 
office. But he-would not do justice to that office, norto 
the Hease, unless he stated plainly his:views on the snb- 
ject, to whatever odium it.might expose bim. If be were 
to adopt the proposition, be would expose the consciences _ 
of all who were to succeed him to the greatest snare that 
eduld possibly be imagined. Another object was, to guard 
against the possibility of conviction for the lawful expences 
of.an election, such as the payment of agents, &c. Such 
expences did lawfully occur in the election for. the largest 
countics particulasly, and he instanced the last election. 
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for the cqunty.af ih. With vegaed to the oath, the 
Light..hepqurable gentleman pbsarved, that the difficulty 
al deppnibiog and qualifying the acts to which it was to 
xafex swii}t .gufliciset precision, Tentered i¢ wholly inad- 
Jnisaibje., Suppose an oath -had existed. ia the case of 
tgeatwg, pa Commiitee might decide that a cerfaia act 
came yader.(hp. prévisions of the treating law, while ano- 
thew. decided in a minner directly. the reverse. It-would 
be impnesidje, in sual, cases, to ascertain-what a member 
might safely. owenx, aad: what not. The boncarable gen- 
leman, Mir. Curwen, proposed: te bring the ion of 
he seats before the law courts ; and even with the previso 
agninst convielion fer.legal expenees; the court of law 
wight: bald. that to.be idegal which a Committee would 
pronoynce to he legal. It was, therefore, iarposible to 
admit of the.cath, without a degree of precision of whieh 
he did pot at preseat canceive the case to be capable. 
The right honourable gentleman then-proposed his amends 
yeeni—that the member: guilty of purobasing his seat for 
money should lose it ;. that the person réceiving the money 
shaujd forfpit.tbe whele, Le liable to a penalty ef 5001. and 
to coaviction for @ misdemeanor; with the proviso that 
the aet should netextea.l to. the sale of estates to which 
influence was aideched, nar to legal expences at elections: 
This might not'be altogether satisfactory to some gentle- 
men, but it..wes as,.miuch:as the Heuse could do, with 
safely, in the. first instance. . 
slr. Gurwen congratulated the House upon the import- 
ant iuformetian derived from the high authority (the 
Speaker), with whose sentiments they bad been favoured 
upon this snbpect. With respect to the measure which 
he had thought it his duty to bring forward, as it was pees 
ared in & hurry, he was willing to admit the probability 
That it was very inadequate to its object. He should, 
thesefore, be ready ta .pay every possible atteation to any 
amendment that might pe suggested. - No diffesence of 
opinion, he perceives, appenred to exist as tothe nocessity 
of a. provisian.af this untere. So conviseed, indeed, was 
he.of that necessily, that if.asked whether he would rather 
have the xegulations' proposed by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer than nothing, ae would promptly say, that 
however ineflicient..he considered those regulations, they 
a have his appt. At ihe same time heveould not 
observing, that.tue..uzeust comsides any. ad 
Vor. II1.—1809. 3 Y renganees 
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pos this business uneqdel! tot adeO tht end! id view, 
if the: uath were omitted. ' die: deft het teean>te: Poctenad 
‘ gious of the particalar' form of oath whieh ;he) hadanb+ ° 
mitted, ‘but be thoughtithat satch.an oath: shold and cold 
be framed, as strvb!to guard qgaiast he tril come 
ylained:of, andiat the eae time be fren: from the bigeds 
tions . urged: by: the right -honoutable gentleman, bie 
honoarable:geutienen conclude! with ptotestatg alyairict 
the idea of supporting any preposition wick! conhhia apy 
tend, as seemed ta be: the apprehension, to: teans> 
. $e toe qoutt of daw that. jirisdiction oer itso wa me 
which ought alore to belong to: that ‘Homeah. iol, «4 
' Mr. Ponsonby was-of opinion, ¢hat tite: effect lofitite 
MHhancelles of the -Hachegues’e propased ductodaneum: for 
dis hhaneurnbdle friend!s bill, ‘would: beta -vasinthe palreae 
uge of the boroughs.almoet- entirely in the:minblter of the 
alay, and thexefose be should oppose it.:. The right-ho 
aourable gentleman’s. coaception.of the oath prbposed 
the bill, xppeared to him very extmordihary iad dedt* 
the orme to which. the law was: meaat.to apply wagin- | 
teHligible, and nothing seeesed more explicit, he cauid 
wot sec the difficulty af: understanding the oath; or dhat 
any conscientious man could ‘hesite to take it... Neo man 
of common senee, indeed; could: have’ any apolegy fdr 
tresitation npen the subject... He thought, howbser, shat 
in order that the-question should -be fully: considered, the | 
bill should be re-committed, and that. the segulatinas pre- 





postd by the right honourable gentleoan: houkd: stend 
besides ihe provisions of that bill, and be faitly:--compared - 
with them. It was due! to the character of tha House, 
and the opinion of the. public, particulary. after: naoent 
tsansaciions,:that this buNiness should: be:tiotough|lyiia- 
yestigated.-—The evil:to which the: bill teféere@ was, long 
known fo prevail, and after that-confession by:the Houee, 
what was the coaniry to think -if it should. go forth 4baf 
no adequate remedy could be providod? After the eon- | 
feasion wos made, the House was bound to'contrive sone 
gemedy. For cond any thing. more cxtraordinary: be 
imagined, then that the solemn trust of legislation should 
_ ve: bought for‘ money ; that it should: become ai matter of 
. bargain and-sale, aad that such a thing should be publiely 
| @eokined to.a free country, aceempanied by-an admission 
\ ghat the evit was iacnralsle ? ‘This, however, -he would avt 
<pelione : Whot! the sale of :seats_in that House shoaid | 
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 beigoteriotssand that thé sebindalous ‘interposition of the 
tdeustinyl tod pdackase! such seats shonkd: be equally noto- 
biens, and iyetthad ne rentedy was to becptovided:!. lo:was- 
im pestibtethat the public: vould: think the Haitse sincere 
36:4 'diskiaobésarmmera ‘vacasare valoulned: to putian:entl.to 
tlidse practites; not!only: onthe part:df the trewury,; but 
wfiladtviderts!alsp,‘and that ath members.should be boand 
toswedr nothe table, that they did not wwe their election - 
tusich practice; spbjecting to the: most ignominiouw 
penddtyca ny matn who violated that most sacred olsdigations: 
_ Str John Austelther: thought -a claase should be intre- 
Glick J sexite | the. :prebwbition: se as to inclodd’ the 
orm ofithe bribdry ogthy namebyy) thdse of * place, ete 
ploymem, office, or :révards:”,!: This provision would inv 
elude splaces:and ‘patgbiralyer-iof course: apptyin to the 
4rdasury);‘and heisaw nq reakon: why the: e ted” should 
et be subject to swear bythe same terms. which were pre. 
Weribed totheelectors:: «°°: ce “ 
iw.” fa Lterne 7 considered . this: bith as of the utmost int. 
‘gortance to eatublish the purity of election. But if no 
‘adequaté providion could be made to guard against the 
umd te influence of the treasuty at elections, .the bill must 
. tbe ngétopy..: The franiing of such a ‘provision. he, how. 
ever, ‘did not think at all: impessible.:. it did indeed ap. 
Opéar aimonstroas ‘propbsition, that the grant of any place 
or. patronage for the purpose, of improper iufluence at arr 
“electi@ny conld:net: possibly -be provided against. Ifany 
‘such propesition-eoald be bottomed: upon sound ‘sense, he 
~would immediately cal wpon. his honourable . friead -to 
‘abandon ihis:bill.. As: to an action against any member 
Awho should: violate the -objigation propesed by. the bill, 
yhe: would ask, how could it be supposed Jess practicable 
| be anaintdin such an-action for any penalty than that 
wwlftady- prescribed by law, aguinst, for instance; any con- 
tractor vito should "yecote a.member of that ‘Honea? 
iWith regard to the oath, he thought: it essential to the 
object of the-bill ; and: he was also of opinion, that-a elause 
should be introduced, subjecting (o -heavy penaltges-who 
should dispose of: patronage im any manners lo canta vpre 
ithe spirit of sich a measure.. But his. impression ofitbe. 
. importance of: the oath, as ay:plying to such dark transac. 
tions was such, that he would rather adopt the oath alone, 
. than: take ‘all the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s dlauscy 
withqué the oath. 
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Mr. G. Rose had no objection to any penatty er, im- 
prisonment that might be propgsed, to provisle against the 
evil to which the bill referred, but he must deprecate the- 
oath, because’ he thought that conscientious men. mig 
feel it difficalt to take an oath which was merely aycon- 
struction of law. If ‘ corrupt practices” could be dis- 
tinctly defined, this objection would not apply.. Bue 
really as the matter stood he did nog-see that the. ogth 
could in all cases be safely (aken by thoseaven who meant 
not to offend. | , (oe 
- Mr. C. WW. Wynne argued ably in favour of the bili, 
which hdéwever, he eonceived would be not.only nugatory,; 
but mischievous, if it was not framed so:as to appty to 
the patronage of office, as well as to the grant of money. 
After the incontrovertible evidence which had receatly 
appeared, with regard toa traffic in patronage for the pur 
pose of purchasing a seat in that House, the people minus 
consider any measure of this nature as a mere mocketyy 
if it did riot provide against the reonrrence of such scan- 
dalous practices. As to the objections offered against the 
adoption of the oath, he confessed that he could pdt feel 
their weigtit. He could not conceive any reason..why 
men should not be prevented from giving, as well ag front 
receiving, bribes at.an clection. Indeed, he was .cone 
vinced that such prevention ought to exist; the. nore 
particularly when he reflected upon the disgraceful ade 
vantage which had been taken of the law as it stead. . He 
- had, in fact, seen members of that House come forward ina 
@ court of law to prosecute, under the bribery -act, the 
very men who h accepted bribes fron them—thus aoting 
the part of informers, in order, as they avowed, to save 
themselves. What an exhibition for an inteHizent and 
honest public to contemplate! But he hoped that that 
measure would be so contrived as to gaard agaiust ‘the 
Yecurrence of sach scenes. Jf 
| Mr. B. Bathurst could not conceive it within the reach 
of ministerial patronage to procure any material number 
‘of seats in that Honse, .for he was not aware ef any.mate- 
reet-namber of places which could be considered as eqnie 
valents. If the oath were persisted in, he hoped it: would 
be so framed as effectually to mect the case, by providing 
against both wholesale and retail traffic in-borqughs.  ” 
The Speaker said, that however-he respoctedthe very 
flattering testimouies honourable gentlewen bad bea . 
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leise? ta pay to his dpinions, still be coyld not be pers 
Odea ‘that %e ‘was his duty to reducc {o the form of 
amendmerts, whatever suggestions he might have taken 
‘dhe liberty, in his humble’ judgment, to have submitted ta 
the Committce—humble .as’ those suggestions were, he 
would be at all times, and in every future stage of the 
Bill, reddy to submit them to the better sense of those 
who heard hin. He confessed that he was very much 
adfvaid, that ifthe omission of the grant of office. was ins 
sisted upon, the bill would be in effect mainly defective. 
He admitted that the words gift and reward did substan> 
tially include the grant of office; but then he was appree 
‘hensive, that the uniform construction upon those sords 
might admit of very plausible exceptions, though it sub- 
stantially meant rightly, it meant so covertly, and, af 
course, ‘it would be desirable, that when the intention 
was right, the meaning should be clear, direct, and obp 
vious.’ . 

- The Chancellor of the Exchequer admitted the strength 
of the observations of his honourable friend, who had just 
sat down; but said at the game time, that the oath w 
so generally worded as to call_for amendment. "The oat 
by which any man was to be bound could not be wordec 
in too special pteading a madner. This might seem an 
odd phrase, but his meaning was, that a man should 
thoroughly unders‘aiid that to whicli he was to swear. He 
reminded gentlemen of that interchange of kindness that 
go generally took place bet wecn the electors and the glact- 
ed, an? which yet migh!, however honestly accepted ang _ 
proffered, give rise to serious scruples in the breast of g 
man ofhononr‘'in taking Mat oath. i 
‘ Mr. Ponsonby subsuittell to the Committee, that’ a 
those members who had amendments to propose shoul 
propose them, in ordct that they might be printed (Ox 
gether with the bill, so as that the [louse would be better 

able to decide npon the respective merits of the amend, 
ments. , . oy 

Mr. C. AY. ‘Hutchison said, That he could not ‘avoid 

taking that opportunity of expressing his personal ace 
ka -wiledgwnents to the right honourable gentleman (th 

Speaker), for the manly, dignified, and. constitutional part 
he had that night taken in the discussion pon the bill 
then before thém. Anxious as he was that that House 
should stand well with the country, ‘he must be glad to 
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night, with a prouder sense of his situation as, Be rmeanek, AF 
‘AOE DAAY) 
; coe oe ate h de dense 
' Mr. W. Smith was of opinion, that. the ObEcans;-Fe 
ihe oath seemed to be founded upon the. supposition, had 
the same practices which now existed re still 
ahe 
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to the vath. ay ete fe gt rig 
After a short conversation between , the. Speaker,. Mr. 
Tierney, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Mr, Cur 
wen, it was agreed that the bill shoyld,n the first ipstance, 
be printed, together with the amcadments, for. the perasal 
of the members... 4 ra a a eae 
The Honse having then reaumed, the report was brought 
up, and the further consideration was ordered to be gone 
into.on Tuesday next. ~ = = " 
, . ; / 5 emamepeete 7 Wg » \ 1 
HOUSE OF LORDS, “ wy 
| RREDAY JUME®@. .,. 200: “ait 
_ LORD ERSKING’s BILL. |” a 
The House went iato the Committec-on the bill of Lord 
Erskine, when his losdship tose, dnd made a vaziety of 
observations tending to shew the necessity of passing the 
bill. His lordship restated a number of instances.uf the 
cruelty practised towards animals under the protection of 
maa, such at the treatment of horses intended for slaugh- 
ter, which were kept for a considerable length of time 
without any sustenance except such as they might reecive 
from the mangled.and patrid corpees of similar animals or 
from-theirduag. He woald not go inte particulars. on 
this occasion, but he would pledge himself to prive.at the 
bar of that House, from almost innumerable sources, the 
cruel, practices that abounded. He proposed some verbal 
amendments, and the title of the bill, which ‘was,.‘f a bill 
Ke prevent watom and malicious craelty to animals.” 
is lotdsbip made a number of general. observations oa 





® 
"JUNE D.) TOLERATION ACT. 535~ 
thE merits of the princi le ‘of ‘this ineasure, and said, that 
sue AA ALE IE wis! ‘incimbent ‘on, flic Tegislature to pass. 
ean ge fr éven the ‘undiimbus sénse of sach af 
adsendly Ai tlictt lordships, was Worth all the penal eniiGts 
thaPdhe prAdit state ofthe conimunity of this land wag 
sense of hqnour and. humanity, and the general moral 
tt ‘douttty, superior to’ what it “had been in 
Et period; and s petior to that of any other country 
fope, ‘or’ bi the world,” ‘He attributed this, mainly, 
tolthd 'atiichely! df those christian ptecéptsy which had beea 
incwluater hérd, Ad‘ imbibed by: the people jn general 
those! preteits He conte?ved: te Be thé great safeguard and 
protection of the state. Upon those’ precepts he had en- 
yourdd ty’ fritnd {His bill, and on their practice he 
dit would pass. He contended ‘for the propriety af 
the ‘ward +" abuse,” 'as’'meeting the cascs of cruelty, tg 
WhieW he had ‘alluded, better than any other: 
After a few words from Lord Darnley, the bill was ore 
‘to be re-ptiotdd, and r¢-committed on a future day, 
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TOLERATION ACT. : 
Lord Viscount Sidmouth rose to move for an account of 
the licences granted yearky yader the toleration act since 
the year 1780. * He would be one of the last to iafringe 
upon the provisions 6 that ‘wise umil:benevolent act. He 
thonght that the far greater proportion of those who dis- 
sented from the church establishment, ‘did so frou cone 
. . boiettouk thd:worthy motives, of frour reasons that he ad 
no shot were kandable, and be believed: that they woulg . 
not think that his viéw of this subject was‘unjust or uns . 
charitable... But he dai believe that the idl¢ration act had 
heen much.abuted. Previous to the ballut for. the militia; 
aad previous te other occasions, which called upon every 
man to do his duty to his country, many persons: tool 
- gut licences to preach for |s. whe never intended to teach 
gud preach, and who were not qualified td perforeh tho 
important duties. He thought that such persons swell 
improperly thelist of licensed preachers, and teachers. 
Sach persons onght to state the particular points of their 
diasent ,. and to give attestations of their character and qualta 
fications. He highly commended the principle of ibe 
PRegaurre- announced on the preceding night, for anguicate 
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ing the bounty of Queen Anne, and was sure that if was 
only by such means as were proymsed, wareelyy:thow of 
giving respectability to the ministers of the! charedy, that 
the great object which he trasted all their lordshipe:kad - 
in view on such a subject as this could. be elfroved they 
should on a future occasion bave something fuskeey 4a. 
submit, but at present confined himself to: his mebiang an- 
he had already stated. : Be Laur 
‘ Hord fTarrowhy entered at some length on theqnestientc: 
He thought that it was not by ahy restrictive measuré. 
that any great and desirable object could he acoorapliehedj 
He particularly recommended to their lordships’ entstdtr- 
ation the small namber of churches of the: estadolished? 
worship comparcd to what was required. Tha peopie 
were desirous of procuring religious instraction; and 1§ 
they could not find it in the establishment, they were oblige 
ed to seck it elsewhere, in very many cases, while thay 
would more readily receive it from the church af Engy 
Jand, With this fact he was certaia_ many of thair lord,» 
ships must be well acquainted, Give the church its fair 
And just opportunities, and he had not the slightest reason 
to imagine any danger to the establishment. “The general 
superiority of education, the justly- acquiret] imfuence, 
and the moral habits of the established: clengy-wauldy he 
was convinecd, in that case, ensure those inoral aad relic 
gious advantages that were so much desired by all-whe 
ad at heart the welfare and happiness of the community 
at large. His lordship would propose aw ameadnwat, 
which would shew the progressive inerease of dissenters, 
or persons preaching and teaching, not being of the catae 
lished church, more fully by going back towards. the 
commencement of his majesty’s reign. He therefore 
jnoved the yearly returns should commence from the year 
3760 instcad of 1 7&0. | 
* The Archlishop of Cantertury said, that the fact of the 
great increase of sectaries and dissenters from the established 
church af England, was one which was so clear that ng 
man could doubt it. His grace supported the motion and 
the amendment, and expressed his approbation of the 
measure propescd on the preceding evening. ‘The fact 
was, said his grace, that our population had, particularly 
in sure large towns, far exceeded the machinery by which 
the ‘bencficial effects of our church establishment could be. 
waiversally gouimunicaied. He did not wish to intectese 
ars Sas . 
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in-thesvnalltst degree with..the wise and just system of 
tédera tion; and thoagh he lamented the present deficiency 
of meaus oh -the part of the.-establishment, he was not. 
frén lly. 40 - measures of restriction : so far from that, under. 
thd prddent circumstances, he should be sorry to see any 
such imeasutes resorted to. But he trusted their lordships 
would consider the real state and number of the parochial 
es of;woiship in the country under the establishment. 
is'Givace beyged, however, to state, that with respect to. 
the Neeh pe» alluded to, the bishops had no power whatever.. 
- Karé-Gresvenor concurred ia most of what ‘had fallen 
the preceding speakers. His lordship thought the 
matter of the highest consequence. He held in his hand, 
&‘ printed letter to the late Archbishop of Canterbury 
calling upon his Grace’s interferénce; and stating, out o 
not a latge number of persons receiving licences, that seven 
ot eight of them spelt the word ‘* Gospel” differently ; and, 
as many others made their mark, instead of signing theiy 
tiames, on paying their shilling for a licence under the 
toleration act. - ; 
The. Lerd Chaneellor expressed his desire to see every ” 
thing done that could be done in favour of the e:talished 
ehurch, and hoped that something might be done to pre- 
vent thos¢ abuses that were practised on the toleration act, 
by which men who never intended to preach or teach 
took advantage of that liberal enactment, to avoid that 
civil or military service which no conscientious or religious — 
person would take such means to avoid. 
. After some observations from Lord Viscount Sidmout 
his lordship’s motion was put and carried, nem. dis. | 
. Adjourned. ; | _ 


uae 
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FRIDAY, JUNE 2. 


.. Mr. Horner moved an address to his majesty, praying 
that the report of the commissioners for the ad ninisfrati 
of justice in Scotland, respecting appeals to the House ‘of 
Lords, be laid before the House. —Ordered. 

. The report was brought up from the Committee, ta 
whom was referred a consideration of the expediency of 
increasing the salaries of tle judges, and the resolutiong 
agreed to.. ; ’ 
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Mr. Whitbread said it was not his wish to oppose the ine 
crease of salary intended, to the judges ; buf he gave no- 
tice that he should, in the progress ‘of the bill, take the 
liberty of suggesting to the House, some propositions on 
the subject, and particularly for preventing the sete uf the: 
office of clesk of assize, aed also for preventing the Welsh, 
judges from holding other places of profit undar thé 
crown, and from occupying seats in Parliament, both df 
which he considered as incompatible with tle, inde jen= 

ent and jmpartial administration of justidé, as well a6 
pi the principle upon which the judges of England 
old their appointments. There was adother point’ te 
which also he should take occasion to advert: hamely 
the great grievance uader which the remote northé 
arts of the kingdom, and particularly the county of 
ork, laboured under from tlic delay of justice, as bein 
only yisited by the judges of assise once in a year, ‘and 
that only for a week; a circumstance extremely“ op- 
pressive, not only to suitors in that great county, but 
o all persons there awaiting the course of justice, divil or 
criminal. ; 

The Chancellor of the Barchequer said, that fhe judges, 
on going a cireult, certainly allotted by anticipation the | 
time they should remain at the different towns on their 
tespective circuits, according to their calculation ofthe time 
the business to be done at each would probably occupy : 
sometimes certainly the business occapied more time than 
they expected, and rendered it impracticable to accom- 
phish the whole, consistently with their arrangements made 

r other places; this, however, seldom happened; and 
where it was conceived the business would occupy moré 
than the ordinary time, two judges went to York instead 
of one, whereby double the business was disposed of within 
the same period. It would be for the wisdom of Parlia- 
ment to make such afrangements on this head as might 
seem necessary hereafter; but he hoped the House would 

not clog the present bill by such regulations. 

"Mr. Bankes coincided in the necessity of rendering all 
the judges equally independent of the crown with those of 
England, and therefore agreed in the propriefy of preclude 
icdg them from’ seats in Parliament, as well ds from othet 
lucrative offices under the crown, in order that they migh 

not only be remeyed from the influence of the crown in 
that House, but even from the suspicion of it; aid he 
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thought thnt a clause’ for this-porpése, av well for préevent- 
ing the sale'of the office of clerk: 0f (assize, to increase (ite 
emoalument af: judges, wher their satariey shionl@ bé' cotts 
.sidcrably. inereased, ought to be inserted’ in the BTR, and 
sgt left as a futere-and separate medsuré, which might 
not be'so.eastly atfainable hereafter, ae by Being co 
Withnthe present bBo mR DS tas 
n.d. Hawkins Browne depretated' the Mea of “Prev - 
eluding the Welch judges from seats in' that Honse, und 
der any idea of their dependence on the'crown; theif 
places being for life. By such dt exelusion, the Hous 
would be deprived ofa valuable pertion of talents: and 
bp begged \eave: to instance the speech -6f one of thosd 
judgea npon a late inrportant: occasion (that of Mir. 
Button, in the case of the Duke of York) as‘ond of the 
most -lucid and eloqvent ever uttered within the walls of 
Rarliament. . ' ‘sos 
Leave was given’ to bring in a bit purstant’ to’ thé 
resolutions, =| ' | OO 
; a, «GAS LIGHT BIka. _ § 
. Jr. Melksh moved: the thitd roading of, the ger 
Eght bill, but at, the: same time prayed the’ indulgehce 
of the House in allowiriz hind te propose five new 
clauses ;- and that the Houde would take the debate upon: 
the question ‘‘ that the bill do pass.” He read the otauses! 
in his place.: | oo 
Sir \J. Anstruther saw no necessity in! the present’ 
-cusé to depart ftbm-the usval mede-of proceeding ; and 
hoped the Howse woul? not encoursge:a custom whtch 
ind .prevailed of late, namely, that of keéping back! 
the: principle clauses of private bills’ until: the ‘very 
last stage, and then propdsing them by surprize wpon! 
the House. ... 
Mr. D. Giddy declared himself diveethy averse to thie 
bill altogether ; first, upon the general principle of gtawts: 
img charteted monopolies tu any great-bedy of men, to ‘the’ 
preclasion of all competition. He -would' admit. there 
tight be some exceptions, in cases where great ativan. 
tages to the public must manifestly arise, and where the? 
fortunes of a few individuals must be inatlequate to the” 
aecomplishment ; in the cuse for instance of 2 rreng aque. ' 
duet; for the sapply of a city, sach as the-New Héevui; op- 
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of acanal, as the West Jadia:-Docks, or such great on- 
dertaking, where the public advantage was clear, ard the 
protits within some calculation. But upon such an umer- 
taking as the present, where, however ingenious ‘the play, 
the practicability was problematical, and no estimation 
produced to prove it capable of adoption to any thing lke 
the extent proposed, he was against the sanction of Pare 
ligament being. given to the measure, for the pyrpasg of 
procuring immense subscriptions to an undertakjng, 
which, on the face of the plan, seemed uamanageahle by: 
any act of disectogs; for it appeared that in the parish of 
St. James’s alone, six different establi-hments. would’ be 
required to furnish the light, and that the expence of 
lighting by gas would cosi 550/. a year more than hy ail, 
What then must ibe number of establisments be for ‘all 
Loadon, and \ where was the advantage to the public, sup. 
_ posing the plan practicable? It might turn out ultimately 
a secand South Sea bubble. He could not in all events, 
agree to authorize the company to receive subscriptions 
to.an amount which would enable them to monopolize ail, 
coal, and the other materials which afforded the public 
ae altespative, in order toa drive them info the adoption 
of this scheme, the failure of which would entail dis« 
upon the aation.. He concluded hy moving, that 
the bill, instead-of now, be read the third time this day 
three month,, ... ae | 

The bill was also. opposed by Sir James Hill, Mr, - 
Thampsoa, of Hull, Mr. Hall, and Mr. Babington. 

Mr, Wilberfarce.opposed-the bill. I} was not necese 
nary, he obsersed, fo reser) to charters to procure capital. 
He would not encourage these gambling projects, by 
which men were to be princes or, beggars, in a moment. 
He ceuld not aveid directing the attention of the House 
to the extravagant expectations that were held out ing 

mphiet recommending this plan. Among other impu- 

at im; ositions, iu was endeayoured to be shewn, ihat it 
would produce, in the course of a short tige, no less than 
10,201 ,7414..13s, -d. in the way of taxes. In the same 
siatement, the annyal profits, after a certain period, wera 
calculated at two hunde¢d and ninety-nine millions. He 
conaklered it as one of the greatest bubbles that bad ever 
been imposed on public credulity. He could cqmpare it 
. Se pothing.so well ap the Ayr Bank, the loss by which 

eo 
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was immense to the public, and had involved in dif- 

f Hes, i years, most of the great landed proprietors 

cofland. — .. 9 
ue House having divided, the amendment was carried 
3 Poajority, of BB tp 38. The bill is consequcutly Lust 

CMA RESHION® vr | , : 

| | “ G84 pisit DISTILLERY BILL. 

ini Hiduse then went into a Committee on the above 

4 0) || Poe 


dl (- Ramet objected to the nature of the punishment 

ifieted by, the bill ypon such persons as were concerned 
Ju unlicensed sfills. “For the first offence, corporal pus 
pjetment was inflicted ;-rfor the second, transportation. 

edid not approve of such severity, especially as the 
stem: now acted on was so defective as to give encou- 
Yagement los the offence. He would therefore move, 
«Phat the clause inflicting such punishment should ba 


fic 
of, 
X i 

y 
“apy 


omitted. a, . . 

_ Mr., Bernard disapprpved of the entire system of laws 

that regulated the distilleries in Ireland. He was strength- 

ened in hjs opinion, not only by the Irish commissioners 

of mauiy but by a trial of the present system for many 
s.., He contended, that at no perio! were illicit dis- 


fars.. 
EMeries carrjed on to a greater extent than the last two 


years, which must alone be attributed to the present re- 
gulations. Though the right hononrable gentleman would 
not at present.agree to a change in the system, he was 
happy to hear him ‘say even so mucli as that next session 
he would mect’ an inquiry on the subject. Hlé (Mr. Ber- 
ard) pled ed himself to bring it forward at an early pee 

boped to convince the House that a change of 
fhe system would be of considerable advantage to both 
countries, by encouraging agriculture, and increasing the 
revenue. 

Mr. Martin said, that be had néver yet heard of cor- 
poral punishment being inflicted for a fiscal offence ; 
such a punishment, in sach a case, was unknown to the 
Gonstitution, Besides, the nature of the corporal punish. 


" ment was not ascertained —whether it was to be flogging or 


hanging they did not know. Great care, he admitted, 
should be taken of the revenue; but uot by subverting the 


' principles of the British constitution. 


Mr. Whitbread said, that the many experiments of that 


é 
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kind which had been adopted in other doulit ries 7 i 
tT SUK. 


should act asa warning to them, how they would 

too great severity, ; re 
After some further observations fram Mr. Foster, Sit J, 

Newport, and Mr. Bernard, Mr. Foster ‘agreed'to wit: 

draw the paragraph. store Be wate 
Mr. Parnell objected tp-the clawee which punished 

the carrying of spirits, illegally. distilled, with trans- 

portation. _ 


" PUBLIC EXPENDITURE, '§ 2 J ocun - 


‘ Mr. Marlin moved the order of the dey for gding 'intd 
Committce on the third report on the patlic expenditare 
and afterwards the House resolved iato the said’ Comniitfed, 

Mr. Wharton in the chair, ‘ 
- Mfr. Martin said, he should treuble the Commiftce on 
the present occasion with only a very: few observations, 
One thing had occurred since the last discussion on Yhe 
subject, viz. a return had. been made of the permanent 

’ taxcs, which be was sarry to see produced ‘ito’ more 
‘ than £0,000,(00/., a sum which left a ‘deficit-of upwards 
ofa million short of our annual expenditure.’ ff that 
account be true, which he had no reason to doubt, we 
liad’ arrived at a period when the’ House must see, that 
every shilling we are now adding to tlic national expend{- 
ture must be so much added to ‘the war taxes, and wou 

make them permanent. ne ° 

It was melancholy to reflect, that the peace establish< 
ment never could be so low as it had beén, and’ thet 
was no other mode of providing for it, than by’ appro= 
priating to it the war taxes. Of these the convoy tax’ 
taust cease the instant peace took place, and that fur- 
nished a strong argument for the absolute ‘necessity of 
fetrenchment. All that he proposed’ at present to dé 
was, (o .move his first resolution, and with respect to’ 
that, he was free to confess, that he’ preferred the first 
resvlution of the Chancellor of the Exchrquer to his 
own. fle then moved his first resotution to the following 

urport :— | ; 

‘¢e'That the present arduous situation of pubtic affairs, 
the increasing weight of taxes, and the deficiency in the’ 
revenuc, require the utmost economy ;” which, being read’ 
from the chair, 

Mr. Huskissen onid, the right honourable  geutte- 


' 
« 


ob 
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aman had staied the, permanent ianes to have fallen off, so as 
not fo be eqnal to pay the obasge ef the fanded debt. 
Bat in this -be was mistaken, for last year they had voted 
3,000,000). as. a,aunphes of the consolidated fuad. The 
right henourable.geatleman had confounded the permas 
neat debt and the consolidated fund : the latter amounted 
to ,3f1,900,000/,. andthe empenditere to 33,000,0001i, | 
Ww ay left,. the .sarplus, dbove-mentioned. The perma- 
nent taxes this year amounted to 30,190,000/., dnd last 
ear to 31,000,000/. That there had been a diminution 

e would not deny. In the present state of the world, it 
was. impossible every year’s amoant should be the same, 
In the article of timber alone, there was a difference in 
the duties, which ameuntad to 300,000/: - As to the cone 
yoy duty ceasing with the war, this was not the time to 
enter spon the question; but it might be mattet of con- 
sideration,. whether: seme of the atticles contained in it 

ight ngt properly be comtimeed in time of peace. He 
oped, sharotare, che, Gammisted would aot be inclined th 

mit aay deqpahding: apprehension. 

iflr, Tgexsay anil, he did not expeét the debate would 
hayo taken, dhe éugn it had. He thought, however, his , 
honourable, friend: wha beeught forward these resolutions, 
had acted wery tight. in- drawing tle attention of the House 
i9;eponomy, Aas, however, the honourble gentleman 
Who had just sat down had gone into figures on the occe- 
gion, he wrould beg leaye to state a few similar facts from 
& Paper appened accidentally to have in his pock 
Dat which he never had an idea till that moment oF mon 
tioning on ihe present apeasion. He-then -went into a 
detail of the receipt and :expenditare, the result of whieh 
was, that ia April,,|807, the interest of the national débt 
was 31,615,0°Q/, and was row 49,500,0001.: which must 
be. the lowest sum of the peace’ establishment; and to 
meet that we had anly 38,400,0007.; which wonhd, ac 
conding to his statement, heave a sum of :11,200,0004 
and upwards: but, even acoording to the statement df 
his bonquyable friend, it would leave a sum of 8,500,0008. 
and that might be met either by continuing the war taxed, 
or by a loan, or by raising new taxes ;' unless recourse were 
had to the. propetty tax. Even suppose the war tixes to 
be made, perpetual, there must be a deficit of many. mib 
jiona, which inast, if peace were to tae place to-mdtrow, 
be provided far; antl we must either make ‘the property 
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tax perpetual, to the amount of & per cent, on igcame, pr 
else have recourse to a joan, rn ry 
Lord Milton objected to gomg inte so many: collateral. 
statements, as in that case the debate weuld aever hav | 
an end. ’ | nf re OY, 
The Chancellar of the Exchequer said,. that an the , 
hdnonrable gentleman had so candidly ackwowlo Achat , 
he preferred his (Mr. Perceval’s) sesolution Jah (Mr, - 
Martin’.) own, he hoped he would have adepted ‘it, and, 
not put him to the trouble of negativing the one brought . 
' forward in order to move his own, which he:sead, and. 
which expressed generally, tots gt, 
‘¢ That the utmo.! coonomy. in the expenditure of the 
public money was at ail times highly necessary.” 
Mr. Martin agreed to withdraw. bis motion in favour of 
that of Mr. Perceval. . 
Mr. Rore reyuested the attention of the Commitiece to 
some observations he bad to subinit to their cansideration. 
Great pains, he said, had lately been taken out of, doors, 
to make it be belicved that no attention had- hitherto beet 
paid to the retrenchment of the-expenditure of the publig. 
money. He begged, however, to shew that the contrary 
was the case. At the close of the American .war, in con- 
sequence of Mr. Burke’s act, offices had been suppressed, 
to the amount of 57,0004 a year. In Lord Shelburne's. 
short administration; employments bad been abolished {o 
the amount of. 13,000/. a year. By the auditor's act 
there was an annual saving of 5%,(00/. By an act of Mr. 
Pitt’s, passed in 1788, Praces were suppressed, amounting . 
to42,000/.a year. In 1799, the wholesalt department was 
suppress’, amounting to 2ij,400/. and all these in the gift 
of ‘he treasury ; the total of which amounted to 878 offices, . 
and the saving to the public of 233,000/. a year. Mr. Pitt 
had also abolished the douceurs to members of Parliament. 
of lottegy tickets, which was the custom of the minis(er ia 
the American war; ‘so that every member who had 
10, O01. of the lottcry received a present of a bank note 
of 1000/5 Contracts for cloathing were given to meni- 
bers of Parliament and the ministers friends, which Mr. 
Pitt also abolished, and was a saving to the public ‘of at 
least 3 per cent. Another source of influence was the 
renewal of crown leases, which prevailed till 1794, and 
- which were all made on small rents and low fines. At that 
time the whole revenue of the crown lands amounted oily 


JONE?.] =. (SOREYS RameReItvaD: te Aes] 
tAULOGOR: & yeh, they now amounted to 63,0001. por atts. 
and by an socarate estimate of the surveyor-eeveral af 

WW Heels fey will scon amount: te $00,000) a year. - 

190 tHeatienddned the secret service money at the dispasdl 


of the secretaries of the treagary, which in 1725 anrctoyted 
tHBY, BDU a year ¢ it wat by Mr. Burke's: bil Hnited to. 
| ‘atl “wes now only 64,0007. per atin. The ia- 
t al? Yitose' bavinys he stated to amdunt: to 1,800,000/.. 
vier nytt tie seevins on ordhance debentures ald lot 
ita wndsaltogether a saving of twa millidne a year af. 
leaxt. -'Pry the‘case of places held by members of Parliar 
ment, ‘there was alsoa great dininttion, In 1782 there 
wert 96 'lucta' hekt tering pleasere by members of Par- 
liament ; at'presentthdte were’ but 88. “He then cane te 
re the steteof pedsions. He had heard a grent deal 
of goad times, but in this respect they were much lessened, 
He hoped gentlemen would not suppose what he: had 
etited -was'for the purpose 6f checking the atdour of gear 
thomen inthe brain g'forwaré resolutions like the preseut ; 
he fred ‘no veclt inténtionsin whdt le had dene he was 
activated solely by whattie thought bis-daty at tle pre 
sit thomeht. Av t6 the resofetions,.as' fafas they went). 
tay ePpeared to - hi & be nhexceptionable. | 
Mr: Creccey exttered: into a‘ detait of the report, and 
rénrayRéd petticdlavty onthe increase of. pessions vport 
thie 49' per cunt! fund dwiing tlie reign of his present mae 
Josty That fand, which oaghe to be apptopriated to te 
public service, way dénft ont in pensions to Lord Chatham, 
Mr. ‘Lotig, Sir Home Pophmms, 6. 
“Br. Rase exptained. i, 
Mr. Wilberforce thought the poverty in which Mr, 
PRt died ‘was-Vety math to his credit ; he wase man who 
practised virtit most, arid mide the least display of it; 
heindeed 82 | 
Did good hy stealth, artd Btush’d fo find if fame.” 
Mr. Creevey said,.on the king’s accession to the thronéy 
tio pensions on the 44 per cent. fund. ouly amounted to 
3}..15s.; they had since rapidly increased; he con# 
demned the giving political pensions from this fund, 
which qught to- be only appropriated to the salaties of | 
government. _ 
” Mr. Tong would by no means admit this principfé, 
and it would be found that in the reign of George I. pete’. 
sions had been given from it r many persons, and among’ 
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the rest to Lord Ffobert goreriot’ of Jonay.\' tenths 
‘reign of George II. it was o applied-to such purposes, 
a 


and in the year 1762, S08OP: per alinam was piven V6 the 
Jate Lord Chathany. 1t didi net come ‘within thelspiritof 
Mr. Burke’s act ; for Mr. Darke himoelf on prewghso stated, 
‘in one of his pamplilets; that he had a view only 18he 
civil list, and that he knew of -the-4} per-cent.flud, tbat 
thought it best to leave’ that as a rewatd for metit.\'The 
‘attention of every Committee of finarice wou torned to'the 
subject, and they all-sanctioned the legnity'ef thie apphi- 
‘cation. . “oo : . eo te DM WS boa 
Sir John Neapodrt said; as Mr. Pitt's economy: with 
Tespect to Engtand had been so much ‘panerytised, de 
‘wished he tad given grouird for’ the saine panegyrio- with 
Tespect to Ireland. Jnthat conatry; the numberof peri- 
sions which were attempted to be regutated by the. civil 
list net Was 20 great, that a diminntion of them. was: con- 
sidéred ‘ag abeoltitely hecessaty. This diminution wes 
frustrated by one of his majesty's present cabinet mink- 
ters, ina way which the Hotee would ‘be’: astonished to 
hear. In 1793, the civil list act was wruag from his vive- 
royalty, by which it was enacted, that no more than 1260. 
per annum should be granted.in pensions, utftit tha pendion 
ist was reduced to 8U,000k per atnum. Thi¢g was enacted 
in the commencement of July, nnd was not to be enforoad 
till the 25th of the ensuing March. Strane-to tell, in 
the interim Lord Westmoreland absolutely -granted 
18,000/. per annum in pensions! thas giving,ia soven 
months, the amount of.ten years allotment. In. his ‘vick- 
toyalty, between the years 1790 and 1795,-80,000). per 
annum was granted in penstons. These were facts to 
which he wished now to call the attention of the House ; 
and he stated, that it was his intention soon to tnove for a 
continuance of the limitation act with respect to Ireland. 
He hoped that some of the forty or fifty gentlemen who 
got immense remuneration at the period of the. Union 
would now be placed in some of the boards about to be ° 
instituted, and that the country should not be saddled 
with, salaries to additional officers when so many were utle 
employed who received money. . 
Mr. Foster denied, that in the vice-royalty alluded to, so 
much money had been granted in pensions, Deéducting 
the pensions to the Burgh family aud to Lord Frederick, 


4 
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— 4 Mampbel pistons, of, 1,3. 000). enly,AQ00/, would appear to 
5d Gia harass walecoeee tt? howe pat. ft 
31) Sar idole s ‘repented. his agsection, which was 
iveriRgdlody.Alagiweterns of. tha. House.of Commons, and 
eh: ealprengly, Heduoting..4be ponsians now mentioned, 
5d BQN0¢ eannal x, would bo. foynd tovhave.been. granted... « 
te wanenan’ Mz;, Long severally explained. . 
31 Urs Wiieithneed declaxed it.was aot his,intentinn to enter 
otntotbe formeandetnils of the debate, . He was, very ready 
‘Ne gandets tint Mr. Pits had laid many perspicuous finan- 
cial statements before the Home, and believed itt be his 
ron one »pexiod, to abiain, Uie utmost perfection he 
COME to the ceslenes of Gnange-.. Whether he deviated: _ 
fram, that determination, aince,.the year 1793, it: was for. 
tee Hance lajudge..: He certainly failed: in same of his: 
calculations; aud gave, Aa an insianoe, his prapbécy in the 
peer toswhick he alluded, that;.we would have a fifteen’ 
2yeams. peace: While. he- paid. every tribate tothe disine 
jarestednesaat his, pajvate;life, aud praised the poverty in 
whieh. be dieds stilt he. anust say that the war was carried 
-on with the: utm@ass pradigality.. In the barrack: depart 
eRt alone ike extravagance was amazing. He.did not 
datend to ester: into.the, dispuied . question, as to the four 
anda-half per ceat, fund, but xet he-thought bath the 
Tight. boaqumble geatkemau opposite, (Mr. Long) and Mr.: 
Burke-himselé most incompetent jadges upon the subject, 
beeause them weve themselven seniers from that very fund. 
The aorraptions of former, Umes had been very much 
dwelt: upon ia: contmijstinction to the purity of the | 
‘presents .aadimach allusion had becn made ta the degra 
datign of that. Hyitse, at an early periad, when bribery 
‘was cemmon, and dotes , were dealt qué tu’ the merobers. 
Now.be.bad no.deubt, even.in those‘ carriipt days, when 
reform: and retrenchment were proposed, a loud outcry 
was raieed.on the gecasion, and the integrity of con- 
dractors,-Sce. vaunted. Much, it was said, had been cor- 
rected aince; but mech, he contended, bad been left 
behiad to correct; many branches of expenditure to be. 
_Fatrenched, and much extcayagance to be curtailed. Now, 
because some men were pure, it was nat necessarily to be 
inferred thet all mere.sn, and though he was of course 
inclined to-pay the highest compliment to the patriotic 
forbearance of the right honourable gentieman opposite 
(Mr, Rese), still he was not sure that every one clee des 
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served the'same culegium. ‘The right “honeuthble ser- 
tleman had touched, iadeed,. bat slightly: ct the oe a 
of the barrack board, that. great soutrde 66\ public) ektra- 
vaganos, and still tess on the abuses of the truttepert! board; 
where: such vast sums of money wore''so+-tnnmceburttly 
squandered. [Mr. W. Pole said acrow the table, insidid 
not believe it.] The honeuvable gdathenven wu» weldoine 
not té believe it if he-chose, but he elleved: it, dnd 
thought it was a question even whether thatbaattkbaphe 
to. be allowed to exist. at alllor/not. || Some thane: ether wy 
noble lord,.whese gallant aval patridtic: sohiov aments! were 
the theme of every man's: panegyrio :(hprd\Céehtant), 
stated that the number of pensions,’ &o./ eo ‘members ih 


* that Hoyse, was too great.; the third repertwanithe von- 


scquence of that essertiun. Nww-he-liall: no Uificully in’ 
res the number of: those influenced by the crown in: 
that Heuse, was by far tdo atest. He certainly did ‘not 
mean {o say that no officer of the crown should sit ‘in thet 
House, but he thought theesror toe melon the othorside. 
‘There were, for instance, the levds ef the treasury, Who, 
indeed, were generally. silentin the House + the wecretdriey 
of the treasury also: of one of -these : gentlemen’ be ‘did 
not mean: to sneak otherwise than: ia pang yrtc; it His 
close and necurate habits of bédeiness, wat the-uther: wie 
absolutely.a mute, |The lords of the admiral y; pesbeps,’ 
also euglit to be. excluded, bat the liveliness of. one of 
them, be must pay his tribute. - Oae person pemapatott- 
nected with the -board of vontreal wae ‘requisite in ‘the 
House. Of ita president: he could: not speak, fore waeat: 
_ Present so fyll of his Irish. affatrs, that infact’ the office 
was vacant. Those officers were unduretoddé to act pra- 
tuitously. on their first appointment, bat ‘that: idea : was’ 
soon done away, and Lord Metvitle reevived mach befure 
he was created teeaserer of the navy, and then creaied 
two new offices for the education of yanag statestien under 
him. It was not exactly conformable to. Mr. Pitt's’ 
practice, for young men who were: but a few year in 
offiee to take pensions for life. Wedid not. wist to'sperk: 
of living persons, but he. mast be excused forthe allusion, 
18 So Mminy were mentioned in- the ceport.. da order: te 
bring the question concerning so-meny officers 6f-the 
crown sitting in Parliament, he would move, a ah anreud-! 
ment, “* that a further lisnitation shoald be provided to 
y-ts0n8 in that House holding places of trast, envelument, 3 
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Sie) ali Wid. despects tol the ranciusion ‘ef the: Welsh 
jas hei jeft: thatiopensas.a matier of disaussion. *. 
06 Ghastoglian of. the. Hxcheguer considerod this as a - 
mast Juaectmic principle: it-would throw the offices of 
the, growhniato the hands of. thase who could, from theie 
pipporty) very iivell. disposer with iteir salarics. + He op- 
pneed: te the-theary: of <he.Honourable gentleman the cone 
sant ipthctice af shat: House, and contended, that at all 
prciods|it proved: the best bulwark of. the libertics of the 
people, which plainly proved the fallacy of the argument 
which went te-deay.that it could bé'upinfluenced while 
offiperief the; exiqwn had.a seat :in.it ;. fer officors of the 


g we. bed -alwayaset.in id. ‘Tbe exclasionof magistrates’ - 


of, all pencriptions in his ‘opinion, migbt be as well des - 
manded ap:thatof, the Welsh judges ;.for they never ex. 
@rised, their jndictal situation except an circnit.. He de- 
glared. it his: intantioa to give his utmost opposition to the 
amendment. - so Lt 
Mr, W. Smith argued in favour of the amendment, ~ 
Mr, Pansenby was of epision. that. the resolution of | 
his ,|honourahle. frien was most importantin itself, and 
af, the. ereatest moment. to the constitudéor of the country. 
For hip own .part, be. was: inolined to the amendment of 
his honourable friend,.and if :it was-to be pashed! to a dee 
Cision, sould: vet for. it.. But he wished to submit it to 
his -hanewrablefiand, wacther it would not be desirable 
for, him to-adapt the.,aame contse, respecting bis ainend< 
ment, which bad been pursued with respect.to the former 
rygolutiegs, nawely, to suffer: i¢-to-lic on the table for a 
aways, inorder to allow gentlemen an opportunity of 
cansidering its.contents. ‘The question was one of great 
mome..and ‘delicacy, and required to be looked at 
gravely, with a due regard tu the ¢gonstitution of this 
emapice, Nothing could be sp hostile to {he existence of 
union and tranquillity, as the divisiua of the legislature 
into ¢hrea estates, unless they were duly balanced: but. : 
(bg great perfection of the. constitution of this country 
was, that.no.class of the community was cxclu.led from 
its just share in the deliberations of the statc. Many bills 
have bean passed with a view to prevent abuses; buat the 
praent, if.any, deserved the peculiyr altention of that 
ouse. If he were to ba called upov {fo give a vote on 
the present questian, he wauld support.the amendment of ° 
his hogoqaable friend, though hic shauld be uiuch better 
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pleased; if Kis honourable friend would consent fo ( dese 
the question fora few days, as iad been’ done whet the 
esolutions were at first proposed, in ‘orifer'to give’ this 
House an opportunity of comparing the ameriiment With 


. 


these resolutions. . | 

Mr, Lyttleton concurred in the suggestion of ‘his ‘tiptit 
honourable friend, and recommended to the Committee’ fo 
defer the futther consideration of the subjédt unti! both 
‘the amendment and the original resolatioy shoatd bé in the 
hands'of gentlemen. CF ten 
Lord Folkestone was ready to enter’ thto the 'dNclision 
of the question at that moment, and would ‘vote for ‘the 
amendment, though he had no hesitation to atcetlé tg’ tire 
suggestion of putting off the discussiod’to atiother beca- 
ion. He could not, however, avoid saying, fit the WB. 
fect of all former times had becn to’ énitall the fhftuence 
of the crown, and to prevent placemeri froin having scats 
inthat House. ~ SST 

Mr. Ponsonby explained. | vo : 

Mr. Whitbread, though he wished fot d decision wpoh 
the subjects of his amendment, trad yet no ebjection to 
put off the final discussion to a future day. ‘He ‘sdiw' no 
yeagon, why chief justices should? be made peers, ‘nor why 
Welsh judges should be allowed to become memtbefs’ of 
that House. Nelther could he ‘admit, ‘that, Becdose a 
person abandoned his profession, he shoald have a provis 
sion for life made for tim ‘for having abincondd it: He 
‘was ever realy to admit that a person, who may have been 
worn out in the service of his country, ought to be 
adequately provided for; but he contended that no such 
extravagant compensation, as had heen given to Mr. 
M‘Donald for quitting his profession to become a comntis- 
sioner of Americar property, ought, under hay such 
circumstances, to be granteds Such grants were contrary 
to the plans of Mr. Burke, Mr. Pitt, and Lord Shelburne. 
The increase of the influence of the crown would be 
obvious, when it was considered how much the army, the 
navy, and every other branch of the public expenditare 
had been augmented. He had no objection to suffer bis 
— amendment to lie on the table far a few days, or to with- 
draw it altogether, with a view to bring it forward as & 
separate motion on Thursday next.: | 

_Mr. Wellesley Pote rose to.cxplain a statement in the 
stppicment to the third report, whicl conceraéd: him.- 


. ’ c # 
. ‘ Le ee a 


a 
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‘When, Lord Wellesley syent-to. Indie, it waa thought ed- 
aisatle te tneerd te Borne member’s. name in: the 
patent, of the office of remembraucer of the exchequer, in 
case the office should, became;vacant while Lord Wellesley 
was absent; but the honourable member reaped noemolys 
yneat whatever from this arrangement, and was very mach 
Aur prized, to.fiad: bis name. mentioned ia the snpplenent 
dp,Ang third zeport in rather an ambiguous manner, This 
stake did, aot origingle; with the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer ; and the honourable gentleman had indeed made 
a.stajement to the Committee, disclaiming the receipt of — 
any ersolument in consequence of the atrangemeni. the ha» 
-ngutable member bad-explained. , a 
_ Mr. Henry Thorniog yaplied, that (he honourable mem- 
her's name was introduced into the report: in a-manner 
that ¥AS perfectly unambigaons ; for inone passage, after 
iving the honqurable membex’s name, it expressly stated, 
that the profits were understood to, belong only-to Lord 
‘Wellesley ; and in ee after aiving the Honourable 
member's anggintly with that of Lord. Wellealey, 
it ra aa a f profits were sppposed to belong to 
dor lesley, ,, yp, mo m oS 
ay he first, resolution, was then read, and carried without 
vision, = ng yt, | 
RY r. ). Giddy then left the chair, and reported progress 
ta.the House. . The report ordered to,be.taken into further 
consideration on Thursday next. | : 
. Adjourned, - 3 a ss 
HOUSE OF LORDS, |. 
vo SATURDAY, JUNK 8, 

The royal assent was given, by commission, fo the loan 
bill, the life annuities amendment bill, the Irish militia 
completion bill, the Amiérican trade bill, the Martinique 
trade bill, the Irish beer bill, the printers’ ihdemnity bill, 
the Vauxhall bridge bill, and -other bilts 5 in all, public 
and private, 51. : 
- “The commissioners ‘were, the Archbishop of Canterbur 
the Lord Chancellor, and. Lord Walsingham. - 
HOUSE. OF COMMONS 

SATURDAY, JUNE 3. | 


The Speaker haying attended in the. House of Louis in 
{ 


- 6° 
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eonsequence of a tequisition to that effeet by Mr. Quarmeé 
deputy weber of the black vod, on his retary idfortndd the 
Bonse, that he had heard @ye royn? Avent given BY & 
eommission to a namber of pablic and’ privwte bilts ‘fot 
which eee the Lords). er Ae 
” "Pee teport of the Committed frapostic a wary éF Uhree. 
ce per Ib. on:all coffee imported from his -Majlstys 
settlements in Africa, was brought up, the résolution WAS 
agreed to, and a bit ordered to be brougtitin wpreenbly 
t ereto. , . ot oe mw te bet 
' The report of the-Privh distifiery BIT was'teceivéd, nnd 
the bill ordered to be read a chitd time én Tresdity: °° * 
Ina Committee on the Irish revenne fégulietion’ bitf, |"! 
Sir John Newport introduced & elituse for’ prevet ing. 
revenue etiecrs from accepting feed or bribes: ‘The clhtise 
went to impéee a peralty to the amondt of thred tinted tH 
sum so to be recebved, and also’ to‘detlere the pérsbit #6 res 
ceiving it incapable in future of holding atty Office, civil 
er military, under government. oS wie 


Mr. Foster also introdaced ‘a: clause’ authofizth fie 


Commitiee appointed to grant ‘compensation for o 
abolished in Ireland, to estimate the compensation to bé 
alowed to persons holding: petent ptaces it the custams 
and excise, the emolumen{s of which formerly arose from 
fers und perquisites. ST 
. These claases were agreed td, and the réport wis ordered 
te be received on Tuesday. | 

The Trish customs bill, Irish spirits bil, and Irish post 
roads bill, were severally read # third time and passed. - 

Adjourned. ° ; 

. omnpinchet 
HOUSE OF LORDS, ., 
TUESDAY, JUNG, . 


Several bills were brought up ftom the Commdns 
among others, the insolvent debtors bill, and the vate. of 
credit bill. , 

On the question for ihe second reading ofthe bill for 
@xtending the Faversham jurisdiction for the recovery of 
small debts to the hundred, and constituting the Fayersham 
jurats judges, in common with the bundtcd, | 

Lord Ellenborough stated various forcible objections to 
the measyre. Hig lordship said, that his time had been 
particularly broken in mpon by applications from parties 
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pret ing auch. billa.esthone, which were. zousenlly the 
Off PFARgOM: aif jwiareot, and osiginnted. with same atiory 
peya, Mparligule egighbaurhonds, Under the-pretence 
of chee wetiee, thay ware in. their. effects notbiag but 
cheap injustice tn the coyntry. Afier atatiog many other 
sadiiens sigends. fer rjecting the pill, bis jordehip said, 
that-ha had, come. ta oppose this bill, to. mark his disape 
probatian.af such; peatial and ineffective, and too often ine | 
jyaions, measareg... . Tha ancient qowmty courts yet rep ; 
Faained open to suitors; and he was happy to say, that a 
nable ape learacd lord -hed an. inteation of bringing fore 
ward 9 sneaguge which conteingd no partial application, 
but waa dixegted to this snbjeciinsuch a way. as to ems 
Dear. a.copntty atlagge. =. oan 
. Chancellor. made.same observations on the 
‘owe 


nies JR whigh ba coincided with the.lagt speaker, as 
‘ doe Earl of Moiza, who. ingtanged sgme- cases ‘in the 
, rHapwlis. 2. 0 . 
Lord Redesdale, after Sipponting the: agguments of the 
aither.aeble jards. om the present question, then stated, 
that he iti intention ta bring befoye their lordzhips, 
in tha next scssjan, A bill for carrying county cqurts into 
full efept tbrenghovt Kegland, He. wished leo then.te 
state, that he had two ather pills in view to.bring befere 
their lordships next session. The first waa to raise the 
fearp on, wig waite of armsts tegk place, to an amount 
igher than it was at present, which was ten pounds. The 
abject pf the other was fo eadeavaur to apply, as far as jt 
was practicable, tbat prigciple which had.-been ested upon 
in the laws.of Scotland, and in the commercial eauatry of 
Holland, to the ingolyency laws: of this land. He meant 
the principle of the Cessio Bonorym. He could not state 
exaatly the mode he woud pursues but, perhaps, it 
might be, by.» sort of perpetual imaolvency bill, as far as 
he conkl meke it practicable. =. Co 
, The Eaul of Moira rose and sajd, that there was nothing 
that could have given him greater satisfaction, than tle 
notice here given by the nobie and learned lord, for which 
he singorely thanked him; and be trusied that hig appli- 
gation to that subject would mest with the apprehation ef 
hat House and the couptry. : 


SCOTS JUDICATURE.. | 


,. Vor. Hi—ls0p. 4B wating 9 the 
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bell to afford farther : time, (till. November. wext) bor the. 
commissioners to report upon the Scets judiehktedie. .)6301 
Earl Stanhope spoke at length. upon: 6his: subjeot, ain, 
entered into all.the principles and details of the grbposed 
measure. He complimented his noble antl learned: sehutive- 
(Leed Grenville), (learned, he called him, hetaase ise: had 
studied the laws of ihe country, and be¢ante he was emcee ini 
the learned profession) fur his manly’ amd just attempts to. 
give the Scotch the benefit of the trial by juey. -Hd thought 
it was very difficult to shew that tle Scatc peopleshudld 
not have that benefit; they were-in fnot ‘beter exhicated. 
than the people of this conntry, with the, dxorptaon’ vé 
certain distric's, and reore likely to be fit, reod,-end tne. 
jurymen. If it was argued. that they: worm not.do: fit in 
receive that bicssin’ as the people of Kngland } that would 
not do, for the argument must be pushed farther, --and at 
must. be maintained that they: were: more unfit: than the 
people of England were hundreds of years:agxo: -and what 
was the state of the people of England three -hdadsed 
years ago? - Why, their lovdships might forget, ‘thdt 
about that time, in the reign of our Edwards, ‘there 
was a particulur application of an: old -privitare . of 
ours, he meant the benefit of clergy, rather of a curious 
sert. ‘The benefit of clergy was at: first, intentcd:baby for 
those who could read: afterwards, jt was farther extended 
to other persons of rank and situation; and it .was then 
enacted, that it should extend fo all their lordships;‘te all 
peers of parliament, temporal and spiritual too; thatis to 
say, to my lords the bishops, as well as to lay lords. Now, 
it was enacted by that statute, (of which he read a quota- 
tion) that any temporal lord, or any bishop, guilty of 
highway robbery, or house-breaking, or herse-stealing;: 
might plead the benefit of clergy. (A laugh.) . Sach 
was the state of our forefathers. And yet, at thet: time 
of ignorance, it was not thought improper to entrust com: 
mon people with the rights, duties, and pvrivileges of 
jurymen. And if we in the dark days of ignorance: were 
fit to be so entrusted, could it be argued that the shrewd 
aad knowing people of Scotland were unfit to be entrusted, 
in this enlightened century, with a similar right? It was 
impossible to maintain that argument. His lordship ther 
entered into a variety of modes by which the desired ob- 
fect might be gradually accomplished, and pointed owt 
‘the means afforded by the difference of special and general 
verdicts, and by the facilities that might be‘given to the 
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 pourt ia: the first instance of makiag the verdict special or 
general. . fle.skemisdualwelt:forsometime with much in 
nwity..of yemarksiour the alterstiomin (he forms upon which 
isswea depended in cases of-trtal,: -He also mace mahy oly 
eevvntions.es* to! the: mode of deciding by precedents. If 
, ‘fbndnatdnce there werd 21 proeedents; a judge must decide 
by enpeideving the:first, second, and third precedent, and 
esionjathe end of the ohkapter, and then find ogt which 
were this bebt precederits; ‘ar ‘the most numerous: ones, in 
drilento ingicg u'p bis’ principle ef decision, In same cases, 
asom the luw:.about: “§. powers,” ‘he ‘had counted about 
sxxteea' Gundred iprecedcats.:. Welk; ‘if a judge had to de- 
cide inisuch a case, what could he do?. Why, perhaps he 
might be'some great legal chymist who could speedily 
ddeonrpoutid ‘and: analyze all these difforcnt precedente, 
and :ascestain all: theig various qualities, and-extract all 
their particlar juipes, and out of them all compound a fine 
pulp, of which. he would: make a mont c&cellent- principle 
to-guidu him:in hisdegision. Bat this was-not sure work. 
He: declared higwelf friendly to. the introduction of jury 
tsial. in. Scotland: bat untess his'noble relation’ had’ any 
thing to: move ‘ivomediately om this subject, he should be’ 
_ obliged. to give the commissioners a little more time, 
. thoagh.be thoaght there was ro reason fur unnecessary 
Yorn othe oe 7 
.. dont Gremille reviewed the great delays that had oo- 
' Garred.in.this business, which ‘had been originally pra- 
.posed by him in Jane, : 1806, and which had- been pat 
guide on, the change of administration, when parliament 
was cissel ved without being suffered toda any more than 
to undo: what) was proposed on behalf of the people of 
-Scotlaad. . That system of procrastination was seduloasly 
pussued, til}. at last a commission was appoinied, nomis 
nater! by the crown, near the close of last sessi-in, and now, 
instead of their lobonrs, we had one report, and a motion 
to give them another twelvemonth to consider y hat they 
‘would do. A bill was brought in, without notice, (and he 
- did not know of it till within 24 hours of one of its most: 
‘ important stages,) to exter their time This he had aad 
woukl reprobate. A noble and learned lord (Erekiue), 
kuew nothing of it, though one of the commission, till be 
meeting him, told him of the.circumstauce. He‘ contended 
_ at great. length: on the propriety of Parliament acting for 
itself, aad not acting on the opinion of the Scotch jadges, 
who could pot be supposed to be favourable to the intry 
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duciion of jury, which was a speciev of papilaried 

on their authority. Still he did not mean 10 dpeak 
disrespect of those judges ; but he had fort that ho! Hit 
wontd deny that the alterations wished for were maitae. 
sirable. The application of the ptintiple, ‘he Hdd ‘Hever 
denied, involved many difficulties; bet the qttestiod OF 
form must be sactificed to the essentiat ‘nefits OF the mas 
tnre. He then, while he admitted every thing in' fa¥ott 
of the commissionets individually, condenhe’ fren? fr 
their conduct in some particulars. There was ote pirctm- 
stance most important, towhich hd begred their Tore Ris 
attention. The report itself admitted the evil; Gul Wpaka 
‘assim ption of the strangest kind, assured! a power Wie 
the act of parliament nevér gave them. The wartant “in 
the sien manual he had never seen, but must snppese it 
‘was worded according to the act. He must rématk, (at 
‘thoogh the act passed on the second of Jnly, yet tite' 
‘manual oply bore the date of the 9d of November, | 
the instrument was not received In Scoftatid ttf the 20th 
‘of November ; that nade him incline haw to afford the 
‘Com missioners farther time. Bit he must ask thé ndbte 
and learned Jord, whose official sitnation fisde fim Pahi- 
cularly looked al in this matter, wiiy that Welay ocenttdd ? 
The report noticed that gross and scandalous attbmaty th 
judicial proceedings hy which persons who had obtefhed 
the sentence of the court of sesslon were yet; déftre they 
‘gould obtain the consequent ddvantages, compelted to 

& coyiy of the sentence, or, as ft was in Scotland legally tx- 
pressed, © an extract of the decreet."-. He had muclt in- 
formation ori that point. In one case, that copy ebst an 
individual 1200 pounds, and {in another case, where the 
whole property in question was from 500/. to 6001: the 
charge for such copy was above 3001. (ffedr!) Was 
it fit that such monstrous abuses of courts of justice should 
exist a moment fonger? Was .it not 4 stanffing disgrace to 
the country, if we permitted their existence u vément 
fonger, after the developement of thé facts by a report 6f 
the commissioners? And yet these commissioners efectetl 
themselves into a committer of supply, and did that than 
which nothing could be mofe unconstitutional and @an- 
gerous? They said, that while they stated the eyil, 
vaited till a compensation was arranged for the clerks, 
and other persons whe received fecs-out of these moristrotts 
and horrible charges. Would any robit lord sty, that 
‘the commissioners had any thing to do with this part o¢ 


thew 
., stood) late period .of .the sessions,.a bill te remove thig 
;; Magyant and ¢rping evil. He had drawn up a bill on the 
» gabject, which he meant to afr to their lor 

py any. person placed. in a situation similar to thdse 


‘ 
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sobinel.. .. Wiare:they. appointed (appointed as they were 
fy, the grown) lo.enter Into the consideration, far less to 
Male théearrangaments ef (he burthens that were to be 
lope by.the public? No! it was that House, and the 


, hes House of Parliament especially, that were to consider 
19fthe demand of compensation by moncy to afty person 


hp might be injured by aay regulation bebelicial to. (be 


egrmmupity....He prolested nevertheless, and was sure that 
“ROG Would prepose or support ary thing that -could 


go to, deatray.the means of individual subsistence, and tq 


- take from him that to which he had been legally accus- 
d, to look fox hie support or his comforts ; but surely 
dships cauld not refuse-to pass, at this (zs he anders 


ships. S 


described, between the present time and that to which 


- the existence of the commissioners was to be ptotracted, 


would he not have reason to cohdemn their lordshipe fat 
- {he hardship. and injustioe he suffered, through their herds 
ships’ supinesess, after the acknowledgement contained iy 
the report they had received? His bordship concluded, 
niter many observations on the adtninistration of justiors 
gad.the abeses that had, by length of time, orept into il, 
by pressing the importance of the present swbject. 
The Lord Chancellor remarked on many of-the gointy 


Of the ladt speech. He denied that he had any ittention 


of laking the House by swrprize in his bill to extend the 


_ duration of the comissioncrs, and appealed to a noble and. 


‘learned lord (Lord Erskine) who hed pst come in, for him 


tien. As to delay, there was some time required mm Soot 
Jand to arrange the courts, is consequence of the last bi, 
enacting a new division of them; besictes, there was ‘a of- 
cuit in Scotland as well as here. He had relectod thw aom- 
missioners from the judges both here and there, frem .ad- 
vocates, special pleacters, writers of the signet, and others, 
the best qualified to give advice and information. He 
piaintained .thete was no particular delay, and asserted hig 
original opinion that the first bill (Lord Grenville’s). wag 
not founded or recomigendléd upon sufficient, information 
Yeapecting the laws and priectice of the covtts of Scotland. 
- -daord Besline epoke with inuch ergumneit aid vloyeerce 


» Opinion.on that subject with respeol-u his motives. Hn: 
. felt that there were many difficulties ia ihe presemt 
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ia- defence of the original bill of Lord Grenville. “He #42 
. mitted that he had not atiended the comntission,' and’ ‘he: 
suid that he did not see what great good he could! cy in 
that commission. He considered the forms of trial in wT 
. lend:as not easily to be adapted ‘to jury trial: "tha 
thought that in soch a case, we shontd: sacrifice thie”: 
forms, notwithstanding their antiquily, to the greit ditvan= ’ 
tages to be derived from trial by jary, which he thought! 
to be the only way in- which his native country cotdd ek- 
perience the best blessings of justice. He ailvetted tothe 
mumerous appeals from Scotland, on which ft ‘was’alchust - 
impossible to do justice in that House. Indecd it wad'al? 
most a standing disgrace to the laws and to -the ‘Hote: ° 
He'cast no personal reflections... The marvel was, how’the | 
. ‘Dusiness was got through. When ‘he had'he hononr fo¥- 
-ashort time to preside in the court of Chancery, and' in 
that Hoase, he had stated that to be hisopinion. Beat he * 
did not think the opinion of the Scots judges, on whom he 
passed a high eulogium and tribute of praise, to bé the bert | 
ground-work .6n which their lordships could form theit 
judgments. The jury were a popular cuntroul on the 
adge; and the introduction of it might not be palatable. 
tf a man went into the New Forest, and-catled the aninnds * 
"there together, and asked them how they liked saddies and 
bridles, 11 was pretty likely that, ifthey had the power of 
speech, they would give their opinion agdiust any sich 
annovation. . | : rs “ 

Lord Redesdale spoke for some time, and objected to 
the extem of the propo-ed introduction of jury trial with 
Scotland. In soime respects he thought jury trial objec. 
‘tionable, as in the case-of-an action in a boud, in which, 
-and other cases, he thought the law of Scotland wiser than 
-our own. His lordship defended the conduct of the com- 
-missioners, and stated bis opinion, that the original bilt 
was introduced without soflicient knowledge or informa- 
-tion respecting the Scots laws. ° 

The. bill was then read a third time. 

Adjoarned. 


ewe 


HOUSE OF COMMONS." 
TUESDAY, JUNE 6. 


Mr. Butler presented a petition from cerlain frechaldeys 
of the county of Essex, against the bill for enabling, the 


,* 


f 
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judgesto try ciyil.causes in their own counties.—-Ordered. 
to jie: an, the table, , . a —_ 
oT bg, insolvent debtor's bill was read @ third time and 


PM, Huskisgon presented: the bill for granting to his 
"Majesty a, certain sum from the consolidated fund, for in- 
creasing the.salaries of the judges. It was rend, the first 
tipre, and osdered for the secoad reading thé next day. 


Lhe,lrish and British spirit intercourse suspension bill - 


was read ihe Uiird lime.. 


Mr,: Nolan was heard at considerable length, as counsel, . 


on the part ofthe [rish distillers, against the bill, as.a die . 


‘rect vialation of the. Union act; and complaining that the 


infeycontse hitherto operated most pofavourably against’. 


the {vish distiller:in-_hisown market, in favour.of the Scotch 


distifler, by allowiug him a drawback on his spirits export- | 


ed inta ftreland of 2s. 5d. per gallon more tha the daty, 


&e.. actually paid: in Scotland, giving hitnso much pre. - 


mium over the Irish distiller in his own market,to the great 
injury of the revenue. : : | : 

Sir Jahn Newport spoke'shortly to the same effect. ' 
' Mr. Foster admiited that the principles of the Union 
ought to be kept sacred in every respect; and that the 


regulations stipulated oa this point, having been fully’. 


_ discussed and settled at the Union, tliey were not liable to | 


be again weighed retrospectively. The fact, however, 
was, that although the principles of the Union act were 
clear, the schedules under it were confused. The advan- 
tage which the Scotch distiller had over the Irish one, 
- eveh in his own market, as described by the honourable 


baronet, he fully understood and admitted ; but be lament- 


ed, that at this ate period of the session, it was not practi- 
cable to come to so full a discussion as to settle all diffe- 
sences upon the point, It was therefore deemed better, as 


the lesser evil, to suspend the intercourse altogether until - 


the next session of parliament, whem there would be ample 
dime for satisfactory adjustment. =: - 
Mr. Gratian thought it better for the intercourse {a go 
on as it was, even with the disadvantage against the Irish 
distiller in favour of the Scotch one, than deprive both of 


Mr. Hutchinson spoke against the bill. — 


. 
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- The Chancellor of the Exchequer supported the arge- 


ment of Mr. Foster. | 
4 Upon (he question, °‘ that the bill do pass,” the Honse 
ivided, 
Ayes, 74—Noes, 13—-Majority for the bill, 61. 

The bj\l was then passed and ordered to the Lords, 

A message from the Lords informed the House, that 
their lordships had agreed to the Irish treasury bills bill, 
the Irish paper duty bill, the Irish militia completion 
bill, and several private bills, withoyt any amendments, 


SEATS IN PARLIAMENT BRILL. 


The House resolyed itself into a Committee on Mr, 
Curwen’s bill. - oe 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer rose to move an 
amendment in the clause respecting the giving of money 
or offices for the procuring of seats in Parliament, As ta 
the first past, which related to money bei iven fox 
aeats, he had no objection to the wording of the clause 
which mentioned ‘¢ any contract or agreement, express 
or implied, to pay money.”” He did not object to that, | 
beeause it was a thing which was not difficult to be ascer- 
tained.. He objected, however, to. the words ‘* exprom 
or implied,” as relating to the grant of officess and the 
reason be abjected to it was, the great difficnlty of ascere 
taining what should be considered an implied gzreement, 
As to the offices, they must necessarily be granted to 
‘somebody or other, or the business of the state could not 
goon. If then any of those offices were given to a perr 
son who had been useful, or who might hereafter be usee 
ful at an election, a jury would be puagled when to pror 
nounce that it was ap implied agreement, or that it was 
pot. It appeared to him that it was a very strong ground 
of difference that offices must be given to somebody, and 
therefore might honestly aud properly be given to pere 
sons who were clectors, whereas mauey given, or pror 
mised to be given, from the pocket of the caudidates 
could hardly be conceived {0 be given with apy other 
idea thao that of obtaining a carraph influence. e had 
objected, at first, to that part which not only vacated the 
seat of a member, but exposed him to a trial for a misde- 
meanor, as he conceived, that if the misdemeanor wag 
proved before a court or * iy the yerdict would, in 
fact, determine the seat. He had waved, however, his. 
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objections on this head; but when it was considered what 
Véry severe punishments attached by this bill to eyery 
person conyicied uf giving or receiving those improper, 
soonbl erations, (tHe member elected was immediately to 
vacate his seat, ang be subject to a penalty, he thought 
in a IAW go'“penal, the offence, at least, should be per- 
fecilf ddfind He thought that as to giving money, 
SeHAt-cowtd beso eqsily brought to proof, that fe had ng 
:Visfection to the’ clause as it originally stood ; but as far 
“@s respected offices, for the reasons he had already given, ~ 
Ins‘cotild not agree'to it. He concluded by roving ap 
“amendment, which was jg substance, that the words °* of 
\pplicd” should pe left out in that part which related tg 
ptving offices. ' | | 
Mr. Wynne was in favour of the clause. a 
r. Spencer Siqnhope thought it would be very har 
* fiat be’should suffer if another person, ** on his behalf, 
-bnt without his knowledge, made a bargain of this sort. 
tat ,- eet =e , ‘ ; o, 

r: Tierney could not perceive the necessity of the 
-Wistinction between the giving money and the giving an 
‘office for tlic samé, object. If the clause were to 
‘‘arhended in, the yanner proposed by the right honourable 
" igentléman, the public would suppose that the Huusc was 
‘“mych more gnxijous to protect the power of giying offices 

for stats { Parliament: than of giving money. At pre- 
"sent the House were only sitting in Committee to mak 
dhe bill as nabjectionable as possible, and it was well 
unjlerstood that afier it had gone through the Commitfee, 
there would be a serious-opposition to it upon the re- 
port. Now he, for his part, although very anxious hat 


fw 






Yecussion, if this most important 
clause were’ altercd in ti manner proposed by the right 
“honoyrable gentleman. %% i 

of the lredsury were to bey 


‘Phe Chancellor of the. Exchequer said, t at he, of 
«PN owe gaa,” Ge BAN 90 Se 
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contrary, would rather that they should be applied to 
both ‘cases, and that the original clause should stand, 
than that those words should be entirely left out. He 
again called the attention of the Committee to the very 
heavy punishments which this bill inflicted on the givers 
and receivers of money or offices ; and for the reasons he 
had before given, bad no objection fo the penalties attach- 
ing where it could be proved that there was any specific 
agreement to give an office for the purpose of obtaining 
ascat; but he thought it foo much that a very severe 
penalty should aftach on merely an implied contract. It 
was hard to say what slicht circumstances might induce 
a jucv to believe that a contract was implied, whenever 
an office was given to’ any person who was an elector. 
The giving moncy to an elector was, however, a very 
- different thing; and the motive could not be so easily 
misunderstood. 

. Mr, Tierney said atl these circumstances might be sub- 
mitted (o a jury, and if that tribunal was not sufficient to 
determine whether such a matter was corrupt or not, he 
was at a loss to know ftow it was to he determined. 

Mr. Ponsonby objected to the distinction between “ ex- 
press or implied ;” he had no idea of leaving it to a pee 
nalty ; it must be a misdemeanour or nothing. 

Lord H. Petty thought the bill would have no effect, . 
if the word ** implied” were left out—** implied” was as 
capable of being ‘reduced to a point as well as “* express,” 
and a jury were fully competent to try one as the other. 

Mr. C. Wynne expressed himsclf to the same effect. 

Mr. Davies Gtddy thought there might be a legitimate 
and honourable application of money to procure a seat 
in Parliament. He was decidedly against the principle 
of the bill, and in syite of prejudices he could not but 
distinguish between corruptiou and iafluence. No 
vernment could have stability without influence, which, 
if properly exertcd, was the palladium of the English 
constitution. 

Sir 7. Turton expressed his astonishment that any gen- 
tleman could entertain an idea of a‘legitimate and ho- 
nourable appfication of muney to pracure a seat in Par- 
liament. tie did not, however, understand what was 
meant by an implicd agreement in @ vicious contract, and 
he saw no difference why a jary should not say, whether 
an offiee was ur was not given corruptly as well as maney. 
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The object of the bill was to prevent the sale of seats in 
Parliament, and if.it was carried, it would be an ime 
mortal honour to the. Parliament that passed it. He 
thought the best way wouk! be to leave out both the 
words * expre-s and implied.” Oe 
Afr, Adam thought the bill in its original state better 
than at shat moment. They ought to leave the opera- 
tion :of the law on the werd agreement, which was per- 
fectly understood, whether tried by a Committee of that — 
-House or by 4 jury. : 

Mr. Curwen said, he would wish to leave out both the 
words “express” and “ intplied.” 

Sir J. Anstruther thought -this clause was meeting an 
evil in the way in which it did not exist. If they added 
40 the penally by making it heavier, or by making it a 
forfeiture of the office, he thought it would do. | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, that leaving 
out the words * express,” or * implied,” mizht relieve 
the debate on that clause; but he must insist on the word 
‘6 express” being in the other clause respecting offices. 

Mr. Curwen. moved as an amendment, that the mem- 
ber proved gnilty -of carruptly procuring his election, 
should not only be disqualified from sitting in Parliament 
foy-the particular place where the act was committed, but 
that he should be exclatled from the whole ofthat Par- 
liament. " oe 
_ After asliscussion of eogsiderable length, in which the 
amendment was supported by Messrs. ‘Tierney, Wynne,, 
Whitbread, Lord Porchester, Mr. Lyttleton, Mr. Adam, 
Mr. W. Smith, and Lord H. Petty, and opposed by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Hawkins Browne, the 
Solicitor General, and Mr. Abbot, a division took place, 

For thgamendment - - - 60) 
Against it - -« - - = - 8l 


Majority - v~ - - = @l 
On the clause respecting the oath, | 
Mr. Tierney expressed his opinion that some oath was 
‘necessary, but objceted to the ariginal oath in the bill as 
beiag to alsteact, and not geing into detail. He then 
proposed an amendment, an oath, ‘specifying more parti- 
eularly the abjurations. - |”. - 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer contended that all 
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the objections to which the former oath was liable, weighed 
equally against the one now proposed. | 

Mr. Tierney denicd that this oath would be cansciens 
tiously taken by any one who had conttacted for his seat. 

Mr. Ponsonby defended the amended oath, and ree 
marked that the Chancellor of the Excheqner, though he 
blamed all other oaths, proposed none of his own. 

Afr. Curwen argued in favour of some oath, but still 
thought, even if the oath was left vut, that by this mea- 
sure a seed was sown, whose beneficial fruits would be 
extensive. 

Mr.. Wilberforce contended for the necessity of an oath, 
but did not wish one to be included in the bill, unless 
the penalties of perjury were attached to it. 

Mr. ‘Tierney had no objection that the penalties of per- 
jury should be attached to the oath. The only reason 
~vhy he did not introduce them was, that, in examining 
' the statute book, he could not obserye them included m 
‘any orth which went into detail. 

Lord Milton supported the neécessity of an oath, and 
the propriety of attaching penalties to it. He thought 


the amended oath proposed much less applicable than the. 


original one. 
Mr. Carming contended for the original oath ; he de- 
. nied that the amended oath could be taken by any inember, 
because it made a man swear that he had not been returned 
by the expenditure of any sum of money ; this was im- 
ible, because Icgal expences might be included under 
it. He did not think the penalties of perjury should now, 
for the first time, be introduced into an oath of detail. 
- Mr. Rose asked what situation a meniber would be in, 
who, atter he had taken the oath, should be declared to 
have been guilty of bribery by a Comnyittee of the House ? 
Would not this go a great way to coivict him of perjury ? 

Sir James fu'l spoke against the oath. 

Sir Thomas Turton said, that the prople of England 
would think the person who coukl not take this onth guilty 
uf bribery ; and that the {egal expenses between which 
and bribery the right honourabte gentleman (Mr. Canning) 
‘could not distinguish, were sach as a man thight be ar- 
‘reed for if tve did not pay. 

Mr. Rose said, that if the honowrable baronet wese to 
‘open all the houses in the Borowzh, hemight be arrested 
for the reckonings. Ft a 
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Sir T. Turtan said he had.never done so, and should 
not, although the right honourable gentleman had set‘him 
the example. (Hear, hear, hear!) 

Mr. Abbott had stated, when he was indalged with the 
-heafing of the Commitice on a former occasion, his 
wish fora proper oath, and his coincidence in the opinion 
of Sir William Blackstone; but he, at the same time, 
stated, that the oath was not indispensable, and, if there 
was much diversity of opinion on the subject, it would be 
better not to insist upon it. It was of s0 much importance 
to obtain the recognition of the House to a bill with the 
‘principles of the present, that he should be sorry to lay 
this, or any other difficulty in the way that might en- 
‘danger its passage through the House. - 

Mr. Heary Thornton thought, that if the words “ con- 
trary to the meaning of this act,” were inserted, and the 
penalties of perjury forborn, the objections to the oath 
‘would be removed, | 

Sir T. Turton begged to siate an amendment fie shonid 

when the present was disposed of, to the effect 
that the member had not, nor had ary. person tur him pur- 
chased his seat. , | 

Lord Porchester objected to any oath referential to an 
act of Parliament. | ; 

The House was then cleared for a division; but no die 
vision took place, and the Committce reported progress, 
and asked leave to sit again the next day. 

Adjoarned.. 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7. . 


The Irish militia families bill, the local militia amend. 

‘tment bill, and the Irish militia pay bill, were read a third 
"time and passed. 
A long conversation took place on the Manchester water 
works bill, the result of which was, to recommit it, for 
‘the purpose of ascertaining whether the standing orders 
of the House had been violated. 

The bdifl for preventing wanton and malicions cruelty 
to animals passed through a Committec, with amend- 
rments, and after some observations from Earl Stanhope, 
‘Lords Reilesdale and Erskine, the report was ordered ‘to 
‘be peccived the next day Co, 
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“ FINANCE. 


The order of the day for the third reading of the loan 
interest charge bill. 

Lord Viscount Sidmouth rose to make some observations, 
which, from a regard to the convenience of others, he 
bad reluctantly deterred till the present stage of the bill. 

It had indeed, he said, been painful to him to refrain 
so long trom expressing the feelinzs of astonishment and 
alarm with which he contemplated the enormous amount 
of our expenditure, and the delusive and iniprovident 
means by which it was tobe defrayed. The amount, ex- 
ceeding by about five millions that of the last year, and 
by more than nine millions that of the year 1807, far sur- 
passed whatever the exagyerations of the timid or the 
factious had at apy period foreboded ; and the means of 
defiaying it, by taking one million from the war taxes for 
. the purpose of supplying the interest of (be loan, were di- 
rectly at variance with the system of financial policy 
adopted by Piacliament at the renewal of the war, and most 
injurious in their tendency to the future prospects of the 
country. 

The contest in which we were engaged was evidently 
one of indefinite duration. To this view of it, founded 
on the circumstances under which it took place, and on 
the boundless ambition, and known character of the ruler 
of France, he had endeavoured in the years 1803 aud 
1801, to adapt our expenditure,-and the systgm by which 
it was to be provided for. The former, though coim- 
plained of at the time, as being restricted within the limits 
of a too rigid economy, had nevertheless been found 
fully suthcicnt, not only for the purpose of complete do- 
mestic security, but for mpre extensive forcign conquests, 
than had ever been made in the first year of any former 
war: and the latter, the objects of which were to pre- 
vent, by the operation of the sinking fund, combined 
with the imposition of war taxes to an unexampled 
amount, any considerable addition’ to the public debt, or 
sermanent taxes, was carried into immediate effect by the 
ficmness of Parliament, seconded. by the ardent zeal and 
fortitude of the people. Theconviction had become uni- 
versal, that the renewal of war was solely occasioned by 
the rest'ess and insatiable ambition of the enemy, and ac- 
cordingly the truth of what was said by Mr. Burke, that 
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the- pecuniary means of a country, which were accessible 
by taxation, consisted not merely of what it possessed, 
but of what it would consent to pay, was never more 
completely illustrated than at that memorable period. 
War taxes, tothe amount of upwards of twelve millions, 
were imposet! by Parliament with little or no opposition 
in either House, and submitted to without complaint by 
the people; although an addition of near one hundred 
thillions 1o the public debt, and of near five millions to 
the permanent taxes, bad been made in the year 1802, for 
the purposes of funding the sum, for which the income 
tax had bcen mortgaged, and of winding up the arrears 
of the war. That this system was eminently successful, 
was manifest from the fact, that, with a loan of ten mil- 
lions only, the provision for the first year of the war 
proved not only adequate to ils expenditure, but, as ap- 
peared from a resolution passed by the House of Com- 
mons after he had quitted office, to be also sufficient 
(supposing the war had then terminated) to liquidate the 
whole of the funded and unfunded debt incurred during 
that year, and to leave a surplus of upwards of (wo mil- 
lions to the disposal of Parliament. 

In the subsequent year (1&04) the loan was for no more 
than ten millions: but as an increase of expense had taken 
place, he had proposed, and Parliament had adopted, 
" the measure of addiftg one million to the war taxes; a 
measure directly opposite to that of the present year, by 
which, even under the pressure of increased expenditure, 
one million was to be withdrawn from that fund. The 
great object he had in view was, to arrive at the point 
where the sum borrowed would be balanced by the sum 
to be redeemed in the same year ; after which, if there was 
no ‘additional expenditure, the public service would be 
carried on with a diminishing instead of an increasing 
debt. It was however at that time, and continued to be 
his decided opinion, that, if an addition to the expen- 
diture became necessary, it ought to be provided for by 
an addition to the revenue, so that the great object of pre- 
venting a permanent accumulation for debt might be 
effectually accomplished. He acknowledged it to be also 
his opinion, that, when the sum borrowed could, by the 
amount of war taxes, be brought within the limits of the 
sum redeeined, it would be warrantdble and wise to leave 
the interests of the sum annually paid off to the disposal 
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of Parliament. Thi. would nearly fix the limits of taxa- 
tion during war, as no more would he required from tha 
source, than the comparatively small charge, under the 
wrovisions of the act of 1792, of ong per cent. on the loan 
for the service of the ycar. Thos would the people find 
an immediate’ reward for their privations and spcrifices, 
in the accomptishinent of the tuportag( object of ‘having 
enabled their coyntry to anintain the great contest yt 
which it was engaged, witha diminishing debt, and with 
little ar no additiou to the public barthens. . 
The arrival, however, at is splendid and imprezoable 
srluation of financial secpray, which he wap lirraly. cone 
vinced might have been attained, bad, {9 say the least, 
beeu unfortunately retarded by the great iporeasce of ex- 
‘aditare which took place after the period to which he 
had particnterly rederred. The amount of the loan for 
the year 1-05 was twenty millions, and the adklition wade 
at that time to the war taxes, consisted of 12 per cent. on 
the property tax, which addition was nat taken at more 
than 1,140,0.0/. his provision was so inadeqnate to 
the increase of the expenditure, that the noble lords who 
succeeded to the offices of first lord of the treasury, and 
Chancellor ot the Exchequer, in 1806, had the wisdom 
and foriviude to propase an imiucdiafe addition to the war 
taxes of near six millions; but, after bayiag successfully 
abuared to reduce the publig expeases, (and those who 
know the difference Detnecn preveution and retrenchment 
would not be surprized that the reduction was not greater, 
Akey found the amount still so large, and the pressure of 
daxes recently imposcd so burtheasome, as to afford them 
no hape af curring inte full effect. the system which had 
been adopicd at dhe cogunencement of the svar. 
* Phe plin. hovever, to whicbtbey bad recourse appears 
eu to be the by st that circumstances would admit of, and 
Mowat marked by the decided approbation of Parliament 
and the public. Accordiag to tis plan.the expenditare 
ofeach year, exclusive of subsidies, being estimated at 
Liirty-tuo millions beyond the surplys ofthe consolidated 
Juni, ant the produce of the annual taxes, the war taxes, 
which were computed at twenty-one millions, were to 
supply net onty the interest, but a sinking fun, for the 
Jean of each year, the capiial of which vonld, at any 
probable price of stocks, be redeemed within fourteen 
yeas. Without omtaring further iato the pprticulars ef 
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fhis plan, fe would observe, that it contained principles 
of the utmost importance, of which the project of ‘the 
present year was wholly destitute; he meant those of re- 
demptien, renovation, and permanency: that it was 
founded apon a correct view of the nature of the contest 
in which we were cngage|, as it derived from the con- 
current aid of the sinking fund, and the war taxes, the 
means of carrying it on for an indefinite period, upon the 
scaleof expense that had been staicd, without any per- 
manent iticrease of debt, or any immediate addition to the 
permanent taxes, and with a consparatively small addition 
to-them at a future period: and that the conduct of those’ 
by whom it had been brought forward afforded a strikin 

and creditable contrast to that of his majesty’s present inl- 
nisters, inasmuch as the former had considerably dimi- 
fished the public expenditure, and increased the income, 
and the latter had diminished the income, and enormously 
‘increased the expenditure. He must also observe, that 
by the transfer of war taxes ‘from their destined purpose 
to that of defraying the interest of the loan, the people 
were deluded into 4 disregard of.a profuse expenditure by 
the appearance of being spared the pressure of additional 
burthens ; whereas the effect of the transfer was to render 
those perpetual, which would otherwise have ceased with 


the war, and to‘create the necessity of borrowing an ad- 


ditional million, the interest of which must be provided 
for by fresh taxes. To Parliament the meusare could not 
be deemed iespectful,” inasmuch ns, without an, alleged 
necesbig, Ht was a departure from. a system which the 
legislatafe had deliberately sinctioned, ang approved ; 


_ to the country it was degrading, as it either called in 


question its means and resources, or the spirit and loyalty 
of the people: but above all, it was most mischjevous in 


“its tendency, as it could not fail tq animate the hopes, and 


encourage the perseverance of the enemy, to whom it 
would be obvious that such a spendthrift policy must ne- 
cessatily tend to limit the duration of our exertions; and 
that, although our fleets and armies should be eyery 
-where triumphant, alk their victories might be wiimately 


‘unavailing, and compromise and submission, rendered un- 


avoidable, by the prodigality and improvidence of our 
‘government. ‘This, he trusted, would never be our con- 
dition; but to avert such a state of calamity, and-dis- 
+ Vou. L11.—+1809. + - ‘AD « “eo . * 
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grace, it was necessary that the vigilance of Parliament 


ould be roused, and its authority exerted: 6 
_ Some of their lordshipg might not pervajis have fully 
ascertaine] the advantageons eficcts of tHiat system, which 
was now for the first time invaded; (hey: might ‘not be 
' qaware, that the war taxes had net only cecasioned the 
facilities ip all money transactions, which’ the state ‘of pubs 
lic credit (as far as tt wae bencfited by. the: goniparatively 
gnall amonnt of our loans) could nat fail to produce, but 
that, since the renewal of the war, they had, tpon the 
lowest computation, preyented an addition of wore than 
two handred millions of debt, end of neat teh militons of 

rmanent taxes.— This wes the system in which a breach 
Md been im providently made 3 he trusted it would be re, 


ised; or at least that the.attention of Partiament and . 


the public being awakened, this delnsive, weak, and 
ruinous expedient would not be repeated: ‘He wished not 
to check or discoqrage exértion: but he was anyious to reg 


economy go hand in haad.with vigour, and our ipcome 


with each other. . ; 

His lordship concluded by saying that in thus deliver, 
jng his sentiments, he had discharged. an indispensable 
duty nat only ta his country, bat to bimself; as his sir 
Jence might have been misconstgucd into an acquiescence 
jn a measure, uteny inaensitept with a just view of our 
actual situation, and of the natuse of the present contest, 
and directly adverse ta opinions. whieh he fed’ always 
entertained, and upon whiah he had constantly acted. 
If persisted in, it had an obvious tendenay'ta Tay us at 


apd expenditure brought as nearly as possible to a level 


the feet of the enemy; although, humagly spedking, the | 


yoeans and resqurces we pnssegred were, if wisely applied, 
fully sufficient to frustrate all his projects for our destruc- 
tion, and te cpgdyct -ys thraugh the struggle, not onl 
With security ta ovr ndepeadeuce, but with increa 

lory, and augmented power, ‘To a measure of such 9 
description he could pot hat-express bis decided and us- 
qualified dissent. 

The Earl of Liverpool contended that the rieble vis- 
connt was In.ertor, in supposing thet the annual exper. 
diture during the war cquid be limited toany definite cum. 
This, from ihe fluctuation of circarastancea and the 
vary! ice of articles necessary tocar equipments, was 
fmm pout - He regretiqd as much ag the noble visgequaé 
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the great increase of our expenditure, but it should be re- 
collectsd,that the shutting of the ports’ in the Baltic and 
the American, ports, :must neoessarity ‘increase the price of 
naval stores, ‘aydof articles which werd requisite for sup- 
plying qur forces... With tespect to the mode of carrying. 
on the war, byl assisting those powers on the ‘Continent 
wha were struggling against the common chemy, this was. 
AO! the time for. discuesirig that question. Circumstances: 
mee arises whith Jad necessarily increased the expen’ 
dita alluded ‘to: the tising: of thd Spanish people ;: 
‘Hut 1h exery point of view.in which {hit object could be. 
congivlared, whether with-reference to: thre-addiitioral mieans 
afforded af. combating ‘thd ruler of Prance, or td the con- 
siderations. of rational honcur or liberal’ policy, ht would: 
pay, that we were cated upon by ait those considerations, 
as wel) as by sound, policy, to tendet* aksistance to that | 
riafion ip their struggle against the oppression of France, 
- end it woold be.a cheering consblation tothe country that 
such nssis(gnce had been‘ rendered, even’ though it’ shoul 
fail in its object.” With respect to the expenditure, it 
thigh? be a. questiqn of: policy as to whether we should 
carry on ibe wat upon acertain’ definite scale, with a view 
to its long continpance,: or whether we should carry it'on 
for a short fime spon 4 more.enlargedl scale, with a view 
to more immediate advantages. He would not now, bow. 
ever, consider. this question, but proceed to consider’ the ° 
Inimediata subject of finance: Thé objettions lie had to 
tle plan of the noble lord opposite (Lord Grenville), were, 
first, that.it proceeded upon the‘assumption of a certain 
definite azanal cxpenditire during the wat, which was ab- 
.solutely impossible ; and seoondly, that It'was 4 breach , 
of faith, towards the.nblic creditur in the new sinking ° 
fand, which wonld be-created, and by which a bonus 
would be given at a time when‘ it was hot wauted, whilst 
when it would be useful, it could not be forthcoming. The 
resent ministers had acted upon the plan of the noble 
d in the first year of their coming into office, he’ having’ 
previously pledged a certain portion of the war taxes for 
the interest of the then loan and sinking fund. It was 
known, fo bea part of that plan, that’ in consequence of 
miising the war taxes. to: the amount to which t °y were 
then brought, no new taxes should bé imposed ‘for thrde 
years. In the last year there was'no nectssity for resorte 
ing to new taxes, with some trifling exceptions, the falling” 
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in of the. annuities.and other sources kavinft furitshed 
nearly sufficient means for defraying the intetest' of the 
_Toan.and theone per cent. In the present yedt mthisters 


had resorted to, the mode now proposed of pietaing 
€ 


1,000,000/., of Wie war taxes to, defray the ‘interést ‘of 
Joan; bat be wished it to, be distinctly understood ‘that ‘this 
was not part of a system,.and thai the sibjéct remained 
completely open for consideration. If lie plan ofthe ‘tele 
~ lord (Greaville) had been acted npon, during’ the three 
years, there wayuld now have becn 8,600,1'001. of ‘the! war 
taxes p forthe interest am! sinking fund ‘6F*the 
Toans of those three years. By the systent undet which 
the present ministers had acted there would be' piédyéd, 
if the present bill was passed, 2,200,0U0/.; df the war 
- taxes.. There was, therelyre, this difference bet weert ‘their 
system and the plan of the noble lord. ‘There was'nat, it 
was (ruc, any sinking fund created in the present instatice ; 
but that might be done hereafter, if it was thought necee 
sary; and, atallevenis, the whole spbject was open for 
the consideration and decision of Parliament. _ 
Lord Grenzille ais, he tlt it an irksome task, upon the 
present occasion, to call: their lordships’ attention to this 
subject of finayce at this late period of the session, when 
the attendance. was so thin, and when he.had ‘to addtess 
nearly empty benches. Ministers seemed determined that 
their fordships should scarcely hiave an opportunity of 
discussing this. bill, by taking care to bring it up to that 
House at a period when attendance could scarcely be ex 
pected ; they did not even condescend to state its object, 
and thus it was,. that a Dill for imposing taxes in perpe. 
tunity upon the country, to the amount of a million a year, 
had hitherto passed through the greater part of its stages 
unnoticed, and almast unknown, and he even doubted 
whether many who heard him were at all aware that 
the object of the bill was to impose taxcs to the amount of 
amilfion a year ip perpetuily upon the country. ‘The 
noble earl (Liverpaol), in contending the anmunk expense 
of the war could not be definitely fixed at any limtted 
sum, Aad contended for tbat which nobody could dotbt. 
Every one must be aware (hat the sum could not be 


cisely limited ; but here was an inorease of expendifure, 


in the course of two years to the amount of 9,000,000J. ; 
and yet, notwithstanding this enormous iucrease, a ge- 
neral apathy seemed to prevail upon the subject. The 


a 
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peeple, wholly, indifferent to this most important conside. 
Fatjou, were, occupi¢d in discussing minute points, with 
Feanegt ta,which i¢ was impossible that any material alle- 
vintign af, ther burthens could arise, and thobe were only 
deluding be 4 wha’ endeavoured to persuade (Hem that 
such, would, | e, the, result. The enormous increase of 
9,000,000/. in owr expenditure, and this in the short 
Space gst wo % ars )was surely a subject. of 110 ordinary iim- 
, partance,.and demanded the most scrious investigation. 
hierrobte earl bad declined going into the discassion of 
those political measyics from whence this enormous in- 
crease, of expense had arjsen; but surely it was not enough 
tosay.that (his had beqn done, and theréfore it is unnecessary 
to discuss it ;.dhis expense has becn incurred, and therefore 
it is, need less to ga into the discussion of the political mea- 
gure-which o¢gasioned it. Some substantial reason onght 
to -be given, {py sa cnoymous an increase of expense. Look- 
ing to the, silaatipn and’ the rcsources of the country, it 
mugt be, at,once evident that the greatest error, where all . 
was error, was (his enormous increase of the expenditure 
of the,cquntry, and this at a time when it was more than 
ever neseseaty that we should husband and ecqnomize our 
 yesources, ‘fre noble earl had objected to the plan of the 
late administration, that it assamed a definite annual ex- 
penfiture, which it was impossible to keep to; but it surcly 
must, be eviglent toevery oné, that some definite sum must 
be taken, in order to found upon it a detailed calculation. 
Jt, might.not have been practicable to keep down the 
expenditure to 32 of 33,600,000/., stated in that plan, 
thqugh he thqught much might have been done towards 
the attainment, of that object ; but the great advantage of 
that syetem would have been, that the exccss of expen- 
diture abave that sum being to be provided for by im- 
- mediate taxes, Parliament and the country would‘ have 
heen fully. aware of the increase of the expendituré by the 
proposed increase of faxes, and a salutaty inquiry into 
the cause, of that incrense would ‘have been the result, 
Qn the. cantrary, under the plan of the present mi- 
nisterg,. the, people’ were deluded with the shew of’ ime. 
posing .no taxes, whilst the increase of expenditure. 
was kept out of sight, and a permanent burden was im- 
posed, which tended to the ruin and destruction of our 
Fesources. The noble earl had stated, that under the plan 
of the late administration 3,600,000/. would naw have been 
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mortgaged, and that under the present plan 2, 
only was mortgaged; but mark the difference; by td 
former there would only have bean an annuity forifeurieda 
years with the operation. of the sinking famdy tdridetl by: 
the present plana burden of 1,0:.0,000% a pens: bres 1aeg 
osed for ever upon the country. ‘The, presant| ministers, 
had no sooner come into office, than . tet abbut We 
ranging this plan of their predecesgars.: . Hyavas. trieettinggo 
it was partly adhered to in the first year; -beatcwitly Ais) 
marked difference, that the property (ax-avas dnefutted liar 
the pledge, which it was the object pf (he: tate muttstors 40" 
exclude. By the plan of the late adminiattation, the: 5 
as stated by his noble friend (ort Sidmanutls); aby lt bend ; 
bern curried on indefinitely. Tha enemy abmting at wathibg:t 
short four destruction, had adopted tro modes of atéd nmpeo! 
ine that object, which he sometimes poamued utiteds dontes' 
times separately ; the oue was direct altempts upda: the: 
country, the other exdleavouring to wear us out and ax + 
haut our resources. Fo yepel the former, we mast reby. 
Bpon the valour and discipline of oer navyiand nemy;'t6« 
the spirit and bravery of the people. -Te meet: the hettery: . 
it became necessary to adopt some. permanent. phi witett!! 
should ‘place our resources beyond the peril: of betag thus. 
exhausted. It was with this vicw that the plar ef the: 
late administration was furmed, incder which -eaeb portion’ 
of the war taxes, after paying off in ferurtecn yents -thd » 
sums charged upot it, would have been again appliéadty 
te the public service for a similar purpove, and thue we -: 
might have been enabled to maintain the direadfol contest . 
in which we were engaged, and convinee: the enenry thap.: 
he c tld have no Rope in continutag the war of-heiny ens + 
alied to exlraust uns.. But ‘what must be the coasa s 
if the plan of the presen€ ministers was: persevered-Lrs' by 
piecging one million a year im perpetuity, @ roust’ be: 
evident to every onc, it must immediately be evident te' - 
the enemy, that at the end of a ecrtain definite. pertoti | 
our resonrecs must he utterly cxbausted, for when the: . 
wort taxes were, in this way, all mertgaged in perpetaity,' -- 
tr what resource conld the noble cart (Hen resortito exerp': ¢ 
on the war, or io support the credit of the country 2? - He” - 
was, however, glad to hear from the noble earl, thavt tlw 
was nof intended as part of a systens, and he wavanxéows.. 
to Redr what was the system which ministere bad in-thett 
centermptation ; but, in truth, there appeared te be ne : - 
system. The maxim of the noble carl seemed to be “* suf- 
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Bcieo ples tha day-is tie evil thereof? and all that was 
farvwasito gatisly the ‘exigency of the moment, 
Tiber neile@arh) when he-had gropused this measure, was 
ptdhelabd ofbie fintiide, dd fooked no further than next 
yearly svhemd wew supply mist'be mised. He was sure 
primdnta: Ieee fron the vdble eirl, at a distance of two 
pears; thatthe plan of the late ad ministrafion would have 
operntediasa ‘breach of fait. No per-ons were more alive 
toi dbeix intewst, and justly so,‘ than the public creditors, 
anil iydti from thosé. gentlemen: no cota plaint of this nature 
was r So far: tow it, that at the lime of negotiating 
. thedean| after this plan: was broaght. forward, when he 
a Grenville)-was in office, one of the gentlemen who 
hed: conttacteil' for it told bim, that the advantageous 
fenres.then obtdined for the ‘public were to be ascribed to 
that plan.. Upon what terms could the present ministers 
exspect.to bernw, if the war taxes were to. be mortgaged. 
in. perpetuity.?—a measure sv pregnant with danger and 
injyasy to:public credit. He could not quit this subject 
wethoutiagain de precating those measures which had been 
the paidcipal: cause of the enormous increase of our expene 
difwa:. He,was thoroughly convinced that no possible 
adynntage éduld be dérived from continuing a British 
fosde in. Spain. A system of witer delusicn had been prace . 
tiead with tespect to the state of affairs in that country, 
whéte there appeared no hope whatever of yaintaining an 
advantageous contest.. To carry on a land war on the 
goniinent wes: the greatest impoltcy of which we could be 
guilty, and.in direct opposition to the only system of po- 
licy to whiok we ought to resort—to that of husbandin 
anddefence.. Hig lordship procecded to ask what we hi 
gained. by thie increased expenditure, and by the addition - 
thus madie.to our debt ? e lad gained the convention 
of Cintray the retreat of Salamanca, the loss of our brave’ 
officers, and the’ dispersion of qur army, as an army.— 
What, on the other hand, had we-lost? We had lost in 
haying an increase to our debt of 9,000,000/. and an an- 
nual .busden of 1,000,000/. additional imposed an the 
people of thiseountry. ‘Fhe burthens altogether to which 
not the highes nor the lower, but the middling class of the 
community of this country had of late years submitted to, 
were inconceivable. He was one of those who, far from 
eouxtenancing or supporting, highly reprobated and dis- 
pppreved of the practices Kesorted ta in order te excite 
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clamour aid ‘disaffection; but at ‘the same time he must 
cantion ministers not to refuse their attention to the veite 
of the well-affected.  Hfe coutd not forbear from ex presse 
ing his surprize that an attack should have been'made 
pow the proposition made by him (Lord Grenville) while 
in office, by the noble sccretary, who now himetlf pros 
posed to carry through a mensure which went so extremely 
beyond what he (Lord Grenville) had ever had in cons 
templation. He requested of the Hotse to bear in mind 
the oppositiow which’ the noble lord opposite, and ‘those 
who acted with him, had shewa to the proposition which 
he had formerly submit:ed, and to compare it with the 
present measure. ‘The present, he contended, was a mensure 
which bad uniformly been discountenanced by Mr. Pitt, 
by his noble friend (Lord Sidmouth), an! by the admi« 
nistration of which himself fornred a part. ‘The plan 
which he had in view would have affected part of the 
war taxes, at the very most for fourteen years, though, 
in his sini, for a far shorter period ; the present measure 
went to affect thein permanently. It had gone abroad in 
the country, that he approved -of the present measare ; - 
this he wishcd most explicitly to deny. Tle esteemed the 
present the most destructive measare which’ could be 
adopted. His plan also went to provide an immediate 
and pernmianent peace establishment ; in the present plan 
. po such thing was thonght of. " 
_ Jord flarrowpy supported the bill. He maintained 
that it-roust be attended both with immediate and future 
advantage. Jt was attencted with good at the mamenf, in 
as much as it prepatet! the people to. pay the taxes with 
which they were at present burthencd. It must be attended 
with advantages in futnre, by affording ministers an op- 
portunity of judging of the best means of making the 
existing taxes most effectual. . 
Lord Grenville explaincl. He deelared his- opinion 
that onr system, in the present state of atfairs, waa one of 
hushanding and defence. We had nothing to do wit 
sending an army to the continent. That he might not be 
misunderstood, he expressly slated that our government 
ought not to have sent an army (to ®pain.. Sach had 
always been his opinion. ‘The noble lord asked, why did 
ho not tcll this souncr:?: “He did on the first-day of the 
present session explain these to-be his sentiments, ancl come 
plain that ministers by nut consulting Parliament on. the 
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Anring the last session, had not afforded him an 
salah eh of steting what this opinion. was. If 
~laftod themselves, an bis judgment any 
apie agit 200d fate - the Peutnsya would be ‘of no 
ound. All thot we had a right to do was.to provide chem 
aa. fas AGA AT WAT, PRET WI arnys, cluthes,: atl -anmpu- 
pe Satie 1 He-bogesed also fo state, 94 a. proof ef the increase 
MUreRpANdilnae, shat the: single antiole-of transports hal 
me frop-aee, millionand hatf to three. milfions.. 
he Earl jaf, miveenls. rd Sidmouth, and Lord 
tana a afler mich, tte UN1 was read 
tyne, payed... aj 


ourned. 
Mhret fen, Beate bie 
Oe WOUSE | oF. ‘COMMONS. 
¢ 4 - WEDNESDAY,, JUNK 7. 


\ * 


peo fan Me ‘DRGTS OF Tus ADMIRALTY. 


3H F. Burdett moved foi'an aecomnt of . net product. 
éf of thei‘ of adn fratty and: of the crown since the 
‘of ris present maijest and the specific a - 

tion of the femer  Oidered! ” vps prtice 


‘ergy gs 7h 
ob sa atone SOLANEA qonpon. 
Siz Froncis Burdett then gave nitice of a rietion on the 
sabject of the (hetsea prant to-Colonel ‘Gordon ; bet 
Mr. Huskisson having stated that further inquivies had 
been -made, atid that the tesult was to be laid on.the table, 
the notion was Witadrawn. - - . 
Mv. Bankes ‘moved -for the appointment ef a Committee 
. ‘on the subject of the improvements abuul the two Housés 
tof Parliament. Agrevcd to. 
‘Mr. Whitbread observed, that-owing fo a mistake in 
the entering of his notice, a delay had taken place which 
recluded the possibility of any thing being dene uppn 
his résolution respecting placemen sitting in Parliament 
this session. - He would therefore bring § forward the arte : 
jet early in thenext pession.- 


s 


rd 


FOREIGN REUATIONS. 


On the question that the Vote of credit bill be 5 wad a 
Abied time, . 

| Sir Ttomes Turton recommended caution to goverh- 
ment in furnishing Austeia with money. As ty Spain, fe 

. Vou. BLI.—- 1609. . . Sr E 


a 
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was willing to leave the discretion of money supplies with 
ministers: but he strongly urged the uselessnéss of send- 
ing troops to that country unless ministers were well sa- 
tisfied of the disposition of the people of Spain to support 
their own cause. oo 
General Tarleton had intended to give a'very serious 
admonition to ministers as to the sending of money to 
Austria in the situation in which she stood; but the late 
news, which every Englishman must bear with’ extreme 
pleasure, had somewhat altered bis inténtin. Hé‘ad- 
verted to the dismal prospect of the Austrian affhits at 
first, but having seen two French bulletins, where Buona- 
parte acknowledged a serious reverse, his hopes revived, 
and he still saw a chance of salvation for the House of 
Austria ; and if we could promote this favourable tunj of 
circumstances by any pecuniary assistance, it would be 
improper to withhold it. The honourable gencral next 
adverted to the state of Spain and Portugal, and pointed 
out the unfortunate consequences of the convention. 
also dwelt upon the conduct of Mr. Frere, whose advice 
had brought about the unfortanate retreat to Corunna, in- 
stead of a retreat to Lisbon, which was so much prefer- 
able, and which had been intended by the lamented Sir 
John Moore. But ministers had sent another army to 
the Peninsula, and what was the prospect? The enthy- 
siasm of the Spaniards was not so. great as at first, and 
since they were unable before to drive the enemy, consist- 
ing of 80,000 men from behind the Ebro, what hope was 
there that they would now be able to expel from their 
territories an army of near 100,000 men? It scemed the 
most hopeless plan that could be imagined, tq send mon 
to the Peninsula at present. He severely condemned the 
reat noise made about the three skirmishes of Sir Arthur 
Wellesley, which would, give occasign to the people of 
the continent to say, that we were the animal in the lian’s 
-pkin—and that the noble lord was the daw in borrowed 
feathers—[ Lord Castlereagh was in the ‘full uniform of 
his militia regiment]. He blamed the mode of operations 
adopted at present in the Peninsula, and contended that 
theonly chance of our doing any thing effectual was, to adopt 
np defensive plan till circumstances should arise to enable 
‘ .us to act offensiyely with a better prospect & success. 
-He blamed the appointment of Marqnis Wellesley to 
Spain, and said that it would have been better to send 
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lord-W. Bentinck to the Junta, and send the Marquis to’ 
Prince Charles,. where he could do no harm. He con- 
cluded by recommending the greatest economy in the éxs 
penditure of the public money. os 

Mr. Curwen observed, that if the news of the check re 
ceived by the French armies in Austria were well-found- 
ced, ministers ought not to be niggardly in their assistance: 
in money to Austria; apd if the case should require it.he: 
would recommend it to ministers, instead of three millions: 
to take six millions. This was the first reverse that Bno- 
naparte had met with; and if it was of the extent reported, 
it would: be incumbent on ministers to adopt a bolder 
policy, and make common cause with’ Ausiria, where the 
battle for Spain and Portugal must in fact be fought. 

Lord Castlereagh observed, that it was the duty of mi- | 
nisters neither to be elevated by temporary success, nor 
depressed by the. casual disasters to which war was sub-. 
ject, bot to administer the resources committed to their 
charge in the best' manner for the country and the world. 
The honourable general had taken an unfair view of the- 
transactions in Portugal, which. he afirmed, under all the 
circumstances, to have been very brilliant, though he had: 
never described them as general battles. Since the army 
was under the command of Sir Arthur Wellesley,. he 
thought the advice of the honourable general might have 
’ been spared, as every thing that zeal and knowledge 
conkl effect would be done. As to the success mentioned 
in the news of the day, he was always unwilling to raise. 
too sanguine expectations in the country, as well as to 
prevent its being depressed in adversity. oe 

Mr. Herbert (of Kerry) approved of the declaration of 
government, that’ tbey would not abandon Spaiu as ong 
as it would be true to itself. , | 

The bill was then read a third -time, passed, and or« 
dered tothe Lords. . 

A message from the Lords annoyaced their assent to the. 
Irish militia pay bill; and thatthe Lords had passed ar 
act far giving the commissioners for inquiring into the ad- 
ministration of justice in Scotland further time to make 
iheir report. . Las 

ADDITION FQ THE INCOMES OF BMALL 18 VINGS. 
The House went into a Committee of supply. . 
Mr, Percegal stated, that he was aow, pursuant. to 
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notice, to’ ‘propose ah augmentation vt tie Himomesoal 
small fivings.- The: retume>werd: nistisew cokh plete: nbs. 
wished? nit ‘there-were suffitient on the lalits to!wartand 
the vote which he wool? at preseat catt-far. 002 agsipdarenhy 
he said, ' thut' fete were no leds (hart 4 OOAbeinge in ding 
countes beneath. 504. a year; that was bencath the dedé 
nary: wages‘oPlabour, Itwas hut riew: ptopused to-aopt 
m dystém. Before thet tovk pléess: mudh: uistd rd: consis 
deration: nitust be’ hud ‘ rexpeot ings tte ‘residuncg sof «thd 
olergy, nid other clretrnstanices. | Inthe Srotch egtatibisht 
ment, there were fewer Kvings undap 9504 thaw theré: 
were in ‘England tinder 90/. a year. ‘Bat the general: 
wealth of tha English. church. served: to ‘support testes 
apectabitity > and therefore it wontd- be proper; as Hie tidétch, 
| y had’ ‘not’ the hich prodpects of the Baylis clénsy, 
tn.rajse thors alt above poverty; and’it-(henexe sessten: 
he world call the attention: of the House ta: tite Sestch. 
establishmont. He conclude! by moving, that 10000A 
be granted to. frist majesty fo be divtrisateds among -the: 
smalh livings by tho commissioners wider Queen snndy 
bounty, on the same principle: that regalated: thein pre. 
' vious. disthibutions. - Rn ee PY eC 
Lord: Milton did-not object: to: this resolution, butaly. 
served, that » part of Queen Anne's beunty hiuk Bean :ap- 
plied to: other. than’ ptirposes' strictly clerivath'\ Hié-also: 
yemarkod' that a great! many of the smulbtivings! werolia. 
the possession of' rich: pluralists, who could Havé ine need) 
; of the ie tathon: ute sf ty res Sy ere \ 
| Me. Wiberforce expressed: in strong: tore ite wppre- 
‘bation of the measure, and observed, that: it wash 
honourable in. his right honourable friendto havea 
id to this spbject; anitdet snack a variety of avcapaiione. 
Many of the inferior clergy suffered’ the most emtrenm 
hardships, and-the tote was cquailly pratifying to the feel- 
ings and to the judgment. He then ad verted to-the: sea. 
bas ‘fact tht in mandy places, particularly in the large 
towns, the poorer thasses Had not the naeanie.of attending 
public worship. Some remecty ought to be applied, abd: 
this. purpose Ke thoucht the building: of churohkes 
ought to be facilitated. The expense and other ciscum 
‘stances formed gt present very powerful obstacles. : 
Lord Henry Pefty concurred in the object of assisting 
the parochial clergy, and: looked with satisfactioa-to-what 
Kad‘Been done: by 2 bill-which-he- himself had sometime 
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ago-brougiit in fox relieving the small livitigs from the 

land. tan,! He wished, that a Ian could be devised to 

confiae:the relief to such smalt.livings as were not pos 

séeorct. by rich pluratisis. Ho also suggested tie pro. 

paiety: of meking Quoen Anne’s bounty effective in Ire- 
eo be, 


Mfr. Carwen approved ef the measure, and’ concurred 
int what -had,-fillen from the Honourable gentleman neat 
hin tuspocting the want of aceommodation in churches 
for the podeer classes, He thought some attention ought - 
t lie paid tothe condition of schoolmasters, and referred 
fo-the-northers parta of tle island, as an instance.of the 
axivantages of educating the poor. _ 
d- After sogie, observations from Sir J. Newport, Mr. 
Reanis Browne, Mr: Parnell,,Mr. Thomson, Mr. Babing- 
feb, end. Mr Garewy. 0 . 
| SM? Perceval rose, and’ expressed’ his satisfaction at the 
CEptionh: witich the present Proposition met with. It 
Wes net at, present proposed to form a system. The sug- 

tions far‘impyayement would. be afterwards considered. 
‘sted that: the present grant, if continued, would im 

four years raise the value of the lowest livings to 50/. a 

j re a wl! : 
1. “Rite setotation was uoaaimonsly agreed to: | 
: SK! Perceval next adverted .to the machinery invent. 
el by: De, Gartwright for the improvement of weaving 
wool; snil-cloth,: &c. dc. and stated. tat the prejudices 
at fiyst entertained against the invention, had prevented? 

Him fom deriving any benefit from his patent. Dr. Cart. 
wiight had expended’ a large private fortane in bringing 
% perfection a. machine, of which the public was now, 
reaping the benefit. Obe witness had stated that he had 
expended no less than_30 or 40,000/. He imagined, 
therefore, thata grant of 16,000/, would not be objected! 
fo; and moved'a resolution accordingly. __ 

Mr. W. Smith approved of tite grant, which was then 
agrecd‘to. The next sum voted was, 31571. for printing, 
the journals; the next sum was, 450U/. for the New 
Foret. , 

Mr. Rose then proposed the sum of 35,000/. for erect- 
ing baildings in the naval asylum; which, after a few 
words from Sir €. Pole and Six J. Newport, was 
agreed to. . | | 
_: ‘Phe House then resumed, and:the report was ordered 
to be received the next day. | 





BS3 THE PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER. — [com.. 


SEATS IN PARLIAMENT BILL. 


The House having gone into a Committee on dhis bill, . 
and several ‘clauses having been nagativyed without any 
observation, nT Ce 

The Chancellor a. the Exchequer proposed, a clause, 

roviding that nothing in tha bill should extend tony 
feel aid bora sale of lai.ds, tenements, pt heatdita-- 
ments. The clause bemg brought. up, ‘and read, a-fisst 
time,  * cow bat 

Mr. TK. Smith objected to it, aud . contended, that-to 
any stranger it would appear to have no connection we 
the object of the bill’; and that such a person would.be, 
apt to imagine either that he had mistaken the ditle of she 
bill, or that it had crept accidentally iate the bill thd .aba 
ject, however, of the clause, though appareally. irrelevant, 
was sufficiently obvious. Je concluded by moving asan 
amendment, which he would beg leave ta propose in. the 
form of a scparate clause, that whereas by the 40th of the 
king, iv the Irish Parliament, commissioners had beem ap~ 
pointed for the purpose of recompensing the cleims.of the 
proprictors of places, ceasing (o return persoos to.seeve im 
Bar iament; and that it was probable ‘hat similar claims. 
may be hereafter, made to theampexial. Parliament in.case’ 
of the -abolition. of boroughs: be it therefore: enacted, 
That ro such claims.shall ba admitted, unless-tha person, 
ot persons claiming shall swear they have not, directly’ or. 
indirectly, been guilty of bribery or corruption, . 

Mr. Percecal objected to the clause, and thought it 
more inapplicable with regard. to .the object of. the bill 
than the former clause to which the honourable gentleman. 
had so stronzly objected. Thatclapse had a mere al 
application than the one proposed by the honaurable gen-. 
tleman, which applicd chiefly, if not solely, to burgage 
tenurs. He thought it would he advisable to defer any. 
discussion or propositian with respect to those burgage 
fenures until the question affecling the principle of those 
burgage tenures was fairly before the House. 

Mr. Tierriey said, that the right honourable genileman, 
seemed (o be of opinion that be had a right to challenge 
those who objected to the wording or nature of the clause: 
to substitute in its place something better. Now, howe 
ever, it miglit be thought reasonable that (hose who ob- 
jected should, accordigg to themselves, also amend, still 


e . 
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‘he was of opinion with’ ‘many honest country gentlemen 
who ldoked” with tautable jeafousy tp the proceedings 
‘within diay House, tht it was? in’ such cases thd duty of 
himself and others to object, while he left it to those who 
“pressdd what wis thouzht objéctiomble* to prove, to the 
Commiltoe dint it'was not so." “He said this much'to shew 
that the-lobjectiar to any proposition in’ that! Hodse did 
naéinedessarily call upon the person objecting to remedy 
the evil of which. he complained, because many an honest 
sound judging wen dwight see gross trrors in ady measure 
Ladd coupe aarti being able atthe tomettt to apply the 
re Po) 0 7 " . , 
5 After'¢ome ‘further observations: fro ‘the Attorney-Ge- 
‘neral,'Sir Jdhn! Anstruther, Lords Potchéster and Milton, 
‘the clalise orisdially propdsed by the 'Chanceltor of the 
Exchequer was tereed to without aivision. © | 
- . (he Chancellor of the Evcchegi¢er broug nt up his clanse 
. for levying certain“ penalties on the' person procaring his 
retura'by any express covenant to give or m:ke offices. ' 
‘* Lord Henry' Pett; stated his objection to the clause as 
-now read:' > He contended that ‘in place of rerhedying cor- 
ruption it went to concentre it. [t would give the whoalg 
‘marmgement of that Species of influence to the treasury. 
‘Now nex( to patting:a stop to the prtuciple and practice 
‘of corruption, the next’ wise thing was to have it as diffuse 
‘amd general a possible. Upon the construction of this 
‘clause woutd Ubpend whether he should ‘sapport or op- 
’ pose the bill;. convinced that at all times it was better not 
tu legislate than to pass provisions which it was intended, 
‘ not:to: make eficiont. © He concluded witlt moving, as an 
amendment; that the word'** express” be left oat. | 
- The Chancetlor of the Exchequer did not suppose that, 
after the discussion of last night, any new light could be 
‘thrown: upon if. Jt did not however appear that if it 
should be left open-to imply an agreement, juries would 
always presume that the grant of the cffice was in conse. 
‘quence of the vote given. : 7 
+ Sir John Anstruther considered the attack of the Chan- 
cellor upon the juries of thts conutry the greatest libel he 
‘chad ever heard uttered, when he said that juries were not 
‘ to be entrusfed with the character of men in public situa- 
‘tions. “Where was the express agreement in the measure 
which gave origin to this bill? There was cerilaiuly a 
- transfer of patronage in that case intended, although no 
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exptees cneagement appeared on tise’ face of any’ thgitu- 
ment. Was it intended to realize every “atfittce fflith 
‘led to the sume effect, and only inflict penaijes’ poi the 
bangler? ce 
Mr. Lyttelton stated, that if the werd expres ae 
tinned, the very principle of the bill was altered.” Yft 
should be continued, be felt it was hjs duty-to vote apatilet 
the bill itself. naan + 
The Speaker stated his wish on the firs! view Fy, extaid 
ihe provisions of this bill to the purchase of seats jn Par. 
‘ liargcat, as well by office as by money. The grealt rade 
was to strike at the prominent and most flagrant poftité af 
offence. Amongst those, most certainly, was the proefof 


“any express contract. These he would state, ahvays, 
pocmed with the conviction, that this specics of ’ 


whethcr carried an by implied or express covenasts, was 

an offence against the law of Parliament, and: in hig Ppi- 

nion punishable as a misdemeanor at common law. KH 

was fully within the power of the House to provide by 
‘ future enactments against any future offences, which in 
the course of the operation of this measure might subye- 
quently arise. nr re 

Mr. Ponsonby, with cousiderable diftidence in his a 

opinion, when opposed to the very high authority bf the 

penker, still contended that the imertion of the term ex- 
press in 1 declaratory act of Parliament, conveyed tle in- 
tcrpretation, that the penalty gttnched ‘to express agreo- 
ments, and that all of an indirect or implied gatare, came 

‘net within its operation. — co, 

The Speaker considered the resolutions of that Hopee 

jo $779 bore fully upon a traffic carried on by an implied 
_ ,gontract, and therefore he saw no reason 10 oppese the 
” proposed clause as now worded. : 

- Mr. Ponsonby considered the resolutions of {779 not 
*: effcacious to redress an evil which all admittcd to exist, 
_atwhich the tlunse itself connived, and of which, with 

the circumstances known toall members, they would have 
heen greater hypocrites than Mr, Bowles, when be wrote 
his books to affect an ignorance. , 

Mr. Tierney declared, that since he had first ihe honour 
_ofa seat in that House, he never heard aspeech with greater 
; pleasure than that of the right honvurable gentleman (the 
“Speaker), whose authority stood so deservedly high in that 
_House. He did not think that the House after dhat specch 


x 
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would have felt ig its. duty to take up.the present metsure 
with ity.ped etal... That.seal and sincesity the mia 
mee » by ra oe themeskves i in opposition to 


spin aie of thas a inp which the conntryemust 
feel. B Chat Hea ip the ensuing sum- 
ll bring ty the carne of ¢ Housa before the tribunal 


ment mhust yegret,. ,. clayed, that t i clause now 
" propoked remained so yord y he’ wauld be obliged to yote 
‘entirely against the.bill. . 

The Chancellor of the ee ver. appealed to the. hos 
"nourable proposer of the ‘bi r, Curwen) whether he felt 
_ that ministers lad endeavoured to defeat the object of the 
me nate , 

le, Cops wihoat fmaputing any such intentiois to 
verunent,, regrtfed that the most materj al Points 
‘were negativ . pti vd the di as ition of the was 
t aes the princi meastire. Hee con ated 
freer t, iu place Pe andiet Ming guards for t 
Field ‘fo. the apinion of the country ; and “not 
fer it tb nk that where its influence was to be affected 
then was noth ing done; 

- Mo, Bankes andl. Sir 8. Romiily both h argued, that the 
insertion of the term wholly vitiated and defelited the obs 
jet of the proposed remedy, It was stated. by the latter, 

t nino other en. enactment sucha tern as ex- 
press” could be fo 


The Ait joie th conduct of bis 
nig ht honourable and General vipdiont dating he progress 

this bill before the Hote, and | ee his ‘support to to the 
clause as it then stood. 

Mr. Adam «poke in favour of the amendment, which he 
tho ht necessary, to gaatd agains impunity, to those 
who gave or ora goer tn afer election. He had sevetal: 
Gavuves. té pro ou briaging 
forward unl the third reading. As to ee Grent of officesy 
the fact was, that the generali ther the love boroughs. were 


corrupted by such grants, and t it was the mre - 
comty. to eee upon this oabjent. s 
Vou. Le 
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-- Mr. Wortley Stuart thought 'dhy"member wont Be 
Mable tr vacate ‘his: seat ‘who should hapyen! tf probure's 
place foe-asy char: whe voted ‘in hiss favdars aft tivexeord 
S cnprcse’” ere oscgi tal,’ ant: thovefow' Tee worl: oppor 
the amendment. * 7 
+ A.di vision took place, aul tho-nontbets smote + ae _ . 
-: . * Korthe amendment -- - 54.6 4B 1 1 te 
Against it) oe = «@ @ hl i oii herr 
; Sete te, stoned 7 a 
a! ‘ Majorit a "BS trv g eff 
{ Adjourned. mF \ ih “eo” 
Po HOUSE OF LonDs. Le 
THURSDAY; JUNE ey 
wT PROTEST. | ° wh 
Lord Viscount ; Sidmouth rage. to t request leave ry the 
House to'enter a protest relative to the debate of last night 
which he bad not been able to da, not. having heen down 
to the Parliament office before twe o'dlock, through an 
eccidental delay.. 
: A long conversation ensued between Lords. Eldeo, Greaa 
yille,. Rosslyn, and Liverpool, upon. the. sight of -ojhep 
pears to sign the protest, if the . perueission should bes 
Franted to the noble viscount. After much discasson, it 
was agreed, that the noble viscount should have till ten. 
morrow to’ enter. hig protest, and: the right of the other 
peers to sign it was admitted, 
, Earl Stanhope brovght ia a bill for introducieg- trial by 
jury in Scotland, which was read the first time. : 


te. +f 


‘t. Ae 3 





'.) HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
THURSDAY, June 8. 


* The Blackfriars Bridge Sunday toll: bill, the friendly. 
mobiety ‘bill, the Irish bog g drainage bill, and the. Irish 
tontine annuity bill, were read the third time, passed, and.. 
ordered to the Lords. 

+ ‘Fhe Irish customs duty bill was reported, and ordered 
to be engrossed. 

Mr. M. Fitzgerald gave notice of a motion cathy i ter the 
next sewion of ‘Parliament, founded on the report of the 
‘Trish commissiquers of _ ingniry, sespecting the slate a 
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ie iretona in order to the introduction of a bill 
pot Abe‘‘imptovement of the education of the 
Lower, .cstlewe: ofthe ‘people -in- tht ‘part of the United 
kingdom, and for other pur ; 
it: N.: Fawsittart mo for t an: ~agcout of tho pr 
or the prdperty and other war taxes two eats, 
and the ayeehte due thereon.—Orderbd. J 

‘ ‘Mr. Wharton brought up the report of the resolution of 
the ‘Committee of the whole House, of grants from the 
eonsolidated fund. = 
‘ Mr. Bankes opposed the prant of 10,0001 to Dr. Carts 
wright, for his i Improvemen in the cons struction of looms). 
He could not sée ihe netessity' fot such a grant, but cone 
sidered ita lavish disposal of the public money. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer considered the im-, 
provements made by Dr. Cartwright as of the greatest ad- 
Wintage Yo thd:clot maniifactirers of the ‘country, a 
ae pily: ‘tnetitoriods UF natiorial retnuneration, and the 

ie pita i Aa méans anim proper one: 
ton; the’ Attorney General, ‘and Mr. Davies 

Gia, also bpproved ‘and supported "the | rant,'and.: it 
. weaned fos $ &s -were dso the other réso utions ; ; and, . 

Rave n tb ‘brig in the bills. — 
+My Whithrewd trésented a petition to the ‘House, for: 
the truth’ of ‘the ‘aflecttions in’ which he would not be re-* 

sponsible, ilthonglh fh ehad‘no donbt‘df the veracity of. 

Phat it: ‘alleged’! the ‘respectability ofthe quarter. 
whence it came. It was ri of from the Rev. Richard, 





Neriphittes, curate ofthe parith of Sawley, in the county. 
of Derby, stating, that hig prébénd, the’ Rev. Spencer’ 
Maddock, énjoye “an income bf 2,400/. a year from tha. 
‘Hiving, besides other pbenefices in the church, and that his’ 
. allowance, aé a curate, was but 40/.'a year; a sum wholly 
inadeqate to his support, and to the ditties which devolved’ 
n him in a:very popufons and extensive parish, and 
preying such relfe as to the wisdom of that flouse should, 
sbem meet, 
- The petition was ordered to lie on the table. 
t -A-ntessdge front the Lordssignified their lordships having, 
agreed to the London: dock bill, the public accounts, 
aaddit bill,:and-the militia family: bill. 
‘ The naval prize money bill: was read the third time,: . 
‘ordered to the Lords. 
‘Lond H enry Petty gave “notice that hie would ‘the next 


"a. ’ 
Li 
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. thove for’ coples of instrdctiogs’ tte $i 
F, Erskine, ist relation to the affoit of the 
otties matters relating to his Agri als mt STSU pe 


reat endl canbe 
og My DUNDAB ADIBRAB. rg ACODE sit 
My. Orecvey rose to bring forward his plamised apolggen 
teat ‘respecting’ the d ration of pid ce 
the purchase of an official residenct: fer the>priniding of» 
the board of controul, ih:the: vicinity of the Huusp sf 
Cofmote ;« grant at which he felt: poten ol aceon 
vd hedid not concel ve sugh cpesid wane ’ = al 
ov at ic se for t 
foal” dopectiaenty © dapoetally Ca ord 
the president, two commcisyionsrs, aiid ‘a: sbbrd dlary, savas. 
edttied by-act of paitiament in the 5 v793.. 1He found. 
tliat this grunt was made in onsen fe a letter written: . 
id 1807, by the right. honourab! themnan, : who .abw.. 
fills that si uation, to the Duke of Portland an. est: tort 
of. the Treasuty, stating that it. woald xpodipat ta 
provide such @ residence for him ia Bownidg-sreet. da 
reading the answer written by Mr. Haskisson: to. thip 
etter he was not 6u ined Tee the. shynessat nk isanb 
e the lords of the As ¢ 
on. -He could sce soe aacenmay Labora ‘Sow 
tting the pu Ho to guoh’a, hedvy 6x pensd for an oGicer- 
_ who had oo littl todo in his offcial capacity: with. the. 
House of Commons, and sb Nitle. bysiness: tdtiiaesect. at 
the west-erid of the tows. There indeed, nirtek nes. 
ceqsity that the Chancellor-of the cquer, wisp hat se: 
tiuch fo de with the House of Conimons and the Treasnry,. 
should-have a contigaons-and official residesog:; byt the: 
Secretaries of State ‘had no such residedce provided, and: 
much lees obutd it be neewsary or allowable in this case, 
peiticularly y_at ‘the west end of the town, while in fact, 
whole of the official business of the ‘president of .the 
arn ed lay gt the India-house, and if such 'a residence 
her necessary it should bave been in Leadenhall, 
pica here. the purchase would have. been nuch cheape. 
While the father (Lerd Melville) of the right honqurable 
gentleinas filled the situation, there. was an India badget 
eae Seats but since the ‘accession of the. ri ear a 
to the office, not a sing le bugeet heed 
been br brought forward; aad thetefore: ‘ben cond not see. 
yen the shadow ofhn ora srgenen sacha sppnpitn, 
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; aakaer tr eran merry, the. Chanceligg, 

- ayear was ned 

ae een sinstinn. He was. ready to! 
admit this fact; the act of parliament for appropriating 

the 5000/. a year ‘ts: Bolero tméiivded, empowered his - 

fteimake A: greater :allowenge, from -dhat fgeal, 

@tighibe faidy dane, inaasech as nearly thowkhelp 

wderchvede wpe the president, and tke two commisg. 





~ cme tt tae madh for, werer, 
allowanse was fe be snowcaaad it shaold be done disectly: 
Re ee ant r ‘nage in oe, and 


after sdrat-diechesion, to comply ith the desirok 

moble dosd,:and (puscbase for him this very house ig: 

wningestrest,, in tm JOO ;-bat before. the place could be. 

filded-for hia acqnpatiom, by Mr. Holland; the nable iord- 

was temevos fers ibe offes, but obtained 9 pension of 

2000/:'a:y eae fon life, from tho company, ‘This, with other 

sncorsasdst ae NGmnounting, to-¥0-S004- 0 in prea thio frag 

ic, amounting to Ag ‘siInecurs 4 

right, cnn, would ha vereetielies) all their. regsonable. 

expantations.: Neither Lord Dartmouth nox Lord: Carjlow 

meng noranp successor Of; ibe mable.Jord,.hed evert 

an oficial -rasislence, watél tie sight honourable: 

gentlemen wasiappointed tothe office, wien, be, nol withe 

stamling the evant of a pension of .2000/. a year to ‘hig 

father, revived the claim. tf 

, Mis. Creevey centended,. that the, grant wade ‘i in. ‘catec- 

quacace by: Abe onda of the ‘Keensusy,.was contrary..to the 

aat ef : the 33d: of.the-king, and. thecelre. Ulegal.; and. hei 

-concladed by ‘moving twe reaghttinas, the one. rocapiey. 

lating the facts of the -leties: and onnecquent. gsant, and, 

. the: ether declasing. that: the lords. of the Tresaury had; 

tinted: saiprovidently, aa 0 sesidence being nepaenary, 

. far the president of the: beard ef. coatseul. . 
) Phe. Dundas. clefesded bis. elaim and sie ponskqyens. 


.. 2 i ny oe 3 ae 
530 _ THE PARLIAMENTARY REGIETER, L944 
rant, upon the ground that an official. sesi WAR 
Fivty the claim of the president of tha he in Cs 
‘as of Sir. Chazles Morgan, when jadge rogeierscaenl 
the treasurer of the nevy, the pay toetat ithe, fateongs 
, @ changallox jot tha deri 
chequer for Ireland, and isan pthex »pablia ‘piheeren 
enjoyed the same advantage. Bosides, - the, hanjuasiyleo 
gentleman had argued erruneouagly, iy saying, blk stg taofe 
Whig 


obase of the house might fogm apart, He.conchyded byr; 
= 


re Oe pe fh & 


given to the Irish Chancellor of Exchequer... +...) 


or 
4° 
) 
, # 


appeared to him high y improper, that the public should. 
be burthened with the 


here an official residence. [fan increase to his salary,.it. 
ould ‘be granted co. nomine; and the: House .wauld;:he: - 
» Oy its 


Lord Henry Petty felt it necessary’ aa the death.of - 
Sie Charles Morgan bad happened whilst he had a seat ag- 
the Treasury board, to state to the House the reason whr 
the house had not thep been given to the judge-ad yocate. it:- 
had been found cosvenient and necessary .to occupy ihe! 
apartments over the Treasury, which had been appro--- 
psiated to.the hanedepartment, for the accommodation ef < 
the growing establishment of the Treasury. Jt was.thonc. 
deemed expedient.to remove the office of the secretary 


dune 8.] -'" eR. DUNDAS SAUNDERS. Sot. 


- . ™~ cay, 4 X a) : ~ ; WoO 
fol ‘thé home de : rtinent to the house in question, A 
@smpensation of 500F a‘year, was in consequence, hé 
hélie p Riven the judge-ad vocate. 4 nee 
 IMMeECRuncelbor 6 ‘the’ Exchequer observed, that, if. 
the Hobs? ‘shill 'te’'of opinion that nothing improper, 
bed! bedn'‘done'by the Treasury, the usual.and ordinary. 
course of preceeding would be to pass'to the other orders” 
ofthe: day;'or to-resort to the previous question. : 


fidst: qnestion for the House to consider was, whether the® 
attof the Treasury was legal ; the next if it was blameable,~ 


‘Fhe 


one so far as to say that the act.was 


FY honouralife geritleman who ltad brought forward the, 
réesolations Wad ‘not’ g¢ 


itegal : he wag therefore justified in assuming that it was - 


legal. “As to tht propriety of the'act, he had to observe, 


that when the present administration ‘came into office, the. 


house had been separated from the office of judge-ade 
votate, and p coriipensation of -500/. per annum given_in 
lien to that officer. The notice served, upon the present 
Sir Charles Morgan to qnit the, House hac expired since 
the present ‘administration came into office; and as ihe 
house was'no’ large enough for the office of the home de- 
partment, it wis thought right to give it for the present 


to the president of the board af controal, but not to annex | 


it to his office. ‘No minute had been made of the transac 


tion ; not because the board of Treasury wished to shrink, | 


from the'responsthiltty, but because no board wassitting at 
the time. If any sufficient salaty was annexed to the office 


of president of the board of controul, then certainly the 


board of Treasury would have been to blame ; but as it was. 
admitted ‘on all hands that the salary was inadequate, he 
improper ‘in the transaction. | | 
‘Mr. Tierney appealed to the honourable gentleman, 
(Mr. Bankes) who was then chairman of the committee o 


trusted the Hopse would not think that there wasany thing | 


ao 


finance, whether immediately on his retiring from office, © 
he had not suggested to him the propriety of recom- - 
mending the increase of the salaries of sonte offices, and - 


troul. But though the sa 


shape of a grant of a house. ‘For his own part, he' 


thotight the transaction illegal, because the act gave only. 
the 


5000. per annum ‘to be applied to the payment o 
conunisianers; and when it was afterwards, in 1792, 


~- . 


' pafticulatly of that of the president of the board of con- ._ 
ary was too small, he did not | 
_ think the’ House should sanction the addition to it in the’ 
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thought right tp thei wll salaries, it Was -Droy) 

that the Rose | ia Company should not pay sf 
16,0. 04. But when it was provided (hat the. 






ry 
? 
a 


ia 


pany should not pay mote, it was not intended that 4 
puldlic shoud be madeto pay any part of the salariés 
the commissionets. He theught, therefore, that he boafd 


of Treasury was blanieable in letting the president of the 
board of controul have the hoase in the manuer tiey Ta 
and, as he fclt they bad acted improvidently, he show 
‘vate for the motion. a ust 

: My. Bankes admitied that the right honiounible. dur. 
fleman had mace the communication he alluéed to, a 
‘time hé stated, but as the Committee had been appointed 
for the parpose of inquiring what ratreachments conkd be 
matia tn offices and sinecures, he did not think that it came 
within the purpose for whieh it had been appointad, 
secommend an increase of the salary of any office. He 
thought the mole of augmenting: salaries by grantir 
houses was the worst, the most absurd, and most. prodigg 
manner, in which that Could be done. It generally: cayt 
the public double or treble the amount of the increase 
eontemplation. He was of opiiion that it-+yas- contrat 
te the intention and the meaning of the act of Parliameén€, 
that such an appropriation as that under -considerati 
gould have been miade. co | so 

. Afver a few words in explanation from the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, the previous question was carried upon 
tie, first resdlution, and the second was negatived without 
adivision. | - . 7 
: Bome further papers relative to the grant of land sear 
Gheleee Hospital were ordered, on the motion of Mr, 
Huskisso. | ae 
ZIMITATION OF PLACEMEN AND PENSIONERS lH FARe 
, ' LIAMENT. oo 


’ Mr. Whitbread rose for, the purpose of submitting to 
the House the proposition of which he had given notice, 
and to which he could not anticipate the adightens pose 
sible objection. It was his inteution to havp pressed this 
proposition ona former night, if he had not been igstuced: 
to withdraw it on that occasion, im consequence of tho 
suggestions of several members, that they were net pre 
pared to discuss it, as had to come upon them by 
surprize, The right honousable- OPERAS 
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infant’ Pbk Bache ex} tikd dooldted ‘hignielf te 
‘diet ak! lod shen, add-’to give e di on 
WA hetton, ‘that mm slditie eat fun er trim 
hes hg Bet? sont, holditig placds, ar pepstons, qr 
“pie ptives .- Hee eatin that Hote. - t right hg- 
* Harable ‘veatkemen ‘could not have forgotten the fognga- 
“tiod‘of whe feforenice’ to ‘the Committae of finance 99 this 
 ahBject, WAfch reference had grown aut of a proposition 
aft hoble lord (Lov? Gochrane) tow. member for:West- 
minster, submitted to that House onthe 7th of July 
"ROT: “Phe grorind upon ‘which the noble lori back bequg ht 
‘forward tat ‘proposition; was ‘the imptessioa upon hig. 
“aiyy fditid! tWat the influence of the crown in that House 
“was constederable ; ‘atid ‘a cokviction, that, accarding ta - 
“the oplrifoh-of the public, the, influence of -the crowe ia, 
rlfamen was “tob' great:s that the corruptions whieh 
“Were known ti exist, were the nepesqary consequance o 
that IAftuehce; and that a ‘solemn investigation was ite 
cesiry in order to dscertain by-what means i could be 
sedate?: With a view to this investigation, the noble 
‘Fort! ‘had’ moved for a return of all the plapes, penajons, - 
wthecirrés, biices,'or enidluments, enjoyed by. persang 
Waving’se isin that Hows; or by their immediate con. 
nections: ‘The right honourable gentleman, however, ge- 
Perglized the proposition of the noble lerd, in the refs 
rence’ Ne ‘nytfe'to the Committee, diracting it to repor 
tipon all'sinecutes, pemsions, &e.'-distieguishing thpgg 
( lay membery of be right her Ht was said ae ents 
that the objeet the right honourable { nthe 
af ‘ over the "thiitter, ahd to apex it with -dthes naterder 
ng, iff atneh BR wdonet, that i¢- wuld be ia able tq 
¢ome (o any decision upon the real question. ' Mo‘ddid: ang 
menn to say, that the sight: honourable gonilemen had say 
such {otention ; but certainly the eficct of his iaterferencg 
én the sion was, that the whole question was 90 agu4 
fosed, that the simple and distigct proposition of ike 
Hobie lord was absolately lost in the matter blended 
it. When the House had been lately ia d Committee on 
fhe bill ef his honourable friend, and.a reference was 
mae to the original intention in forming the cae nites 
f. finance, i¢ was proposed -to leave out influence, as j 
p teference to that Commitiee extended only ta econ . 
tad nof {o infuence. ‘The noble lard who originated, 
Drdposition’ for the ittee, was o@ dhe time io the 
ou. IIT,.—1809, 4qQ 
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Flonase; and he bart expected that that neblelord vee i we 
taken the cecesion to recal thc House to the redk of! 
the: oviginal seference to the Commidtee; As thd Hable. 
lord-had left the Howse without saying any (ing qpuee 
the eabject, he felt himself bourid, fo move the , 
ment-he:had submitted to the Cammittée, which tier 
honourable gentleman bad declared himself réady Had 
bat which, on the.seggestions of others, he tad then bees. 
induced to withdraw. On putting the question’ ‘at’ dR0C, 
time, he intimated his intention to bring it forwat! iit # 
distinct ahepe, in the course of the present session!!! Bde 
owing to some mistake respecting the notice,‘ and 
dering the advanced period of the session, as well ts thé 
very thin attendance which was likely to continut dtirtie 
‘the remainder of the session, of which the stite of (be. 
Houee at that moment was a proof, he had changed A 
intention, and now proposed fo move galely 4 resolution, 
that.at‘an early period of next session, ‘that House would 
éppeint.a Committee to consider of the proprigty of pro- 

g further limitations of the numbers of persons hold- 
ing places, pensions, or sinecures and seats in that Howse. 
To drat resolution he did not. think that’ any opposition, 
could be made, because, whatever might be-th opinion 
of the right honourable genticman upon the ulterior que- 
tion, as the influence of the crowa in that, House was now 
avowed, and said to he necessary—a doctrine which had. 
fever before been tolerated in that House—be’ thought 
that the. right honourable gentleman, from deference to 
public opinion, would not object (to this resolution. It 
was strongly impressed upon the public mind, that the 
influence to which.he alluded was the cause of all ‘the 
corruption in the state, and consequently led to the.in- 
erease of the public burdens, so grievously felt by all 
elanece of the community. In deference, therefore, tothe 
opinion of the public, the right honoagrable gentleman 
would not, he trusted, make any objection to his -proe 
position, es cially as, in the next session, when the sub- 

1 geet should be brought fully befure the House, he would 
have.ar opportunity of shewing, if be could, that the 
fttflaence of the crown was not so great as was‘suppoeed, 
ox-to require any reduction. But here he was boand‘ta 
‘fate that, in his view af the subject, the influence of the 
. grown had-inereased, and ought to be diminished by 
Geoge- copptitutional meana which Parliament had been im 
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tba fot He to ttmd tfredoHinefto Rts reduction: 


2 Means “whieh “hy constitational right and- hee: 
th al belonged th tHat'arid the ethur House, 
uh mpfoy yea" "to dint thé: inereaving iniim 


ie oa it world in ‘the ‘end overthrow the 
i nclics a. “the state. “Al right “honorable 
ppt t.'Rase) who hed studied this subs 
Fr ee gence, ast , ona formet’ ‘night, enterod intd 
als an nd produced tibles ‘to the “House: to shéw; 
my the, influenéc of “(he crown had! been: dhninivked| 
ie chan inerease d, beciuse there were fewer placemen 
in -Partynicht at present than ‘in former periods. He-did 
ot. mean, to stop here to inquire into the utceracy of these 
Eble tes, ot fhe justice of the'right honotrable ‘gentleman's. 
Baductions fron then. “Thong: it: mieht be trae that 
the are fewer: placemen fn that’ House now than fér- 
anerly, that wr not shew flat thein fluence of the orowh 
had undergone’ any dinintition: ‘Fhat unobserved in- 
Alnéace of the crown ont of doors in the appointment: to 
the yarions pnd numberiess offices nnder the ‘patronage: of 
govern ent, was alarmingly progresdive, and might render 
itt necessary. to diminish the number of public officers and 
“B emen eligihle to. scats in that House. *' 
very man who confemplated the vast accumulation 
tof the national debt, the enormous éxtension ef the arnty 
saad navy, the correspondent augmentation of all the 
¢ public establishments, and the mass of patronage in the 
?gtoss and in the detail that must necessary grow oat -of 
ouch a state of things, must be con¥inced thatthe influence 
af the crown has increased and ‘is increasing. ‘he next 
- question was, whether that beihg the cas¢, it ought -rot 
- to be diminished ? It was his decided and conevidntious 
> opinion that it ousht, and that it must, if Parliament 
“were disposed to do its dut y. Asan instance of the alarm- 
increase of the influence of the crown, he might re- 
ee to an act which passed withm the last ‘two years, ‘the 
~~ for the establishment of the local militia. He 
ntlemen to consider what a mass of influénce was created 
by the establishment of that large’ force; extendiig toe 
- throughout every part of the Kingttom : ‘he wished them 
. only to contemplate the means which thé sitigle estabtwh- 
« ment afforded for attaching persons to the government, 
88 would be obvious from the number of eomtnissions 
"signed in every gaselte.—(Sigwed ‘by the’ heRewmtt— 
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wpbiaperyed across the tables)—Yer, vignadiiby Vcr joe 
Uentenanfas bus the persons were sopravetot by tan 
government, and, covsequenttys indelsell 40 Ait goyetas 
ment for their commissions. Besicles, the number-oh apy 
plications tothe secrolary of staje’s office, and the Snr 
mense sumsof money issusd for the support of this for 
necessarily and ungucstiqnably increased the an§aence’o 
the. crown overs membera of that Monge, through , thein 
constituents. There were:numerous,other instances whiokt. 
ke, could state, bet.as these was anothpr ic portantisubjes? 
tp came pa, he should not think: it justifiable in: bien ste: 
nocupy teo,much pf the altention of the Housq, ag thes 
incipal qugstion woukL not hadiscyssed till next pessign.: 
right bonowrable gentleman (the Chancellor of the dixe: 
equer). bad, on a farmer night, taunted him with :beingy 
a theorist, whilst he claimed, to have ,the practice all. owe: 
hig side, So far. from. bejng su ORLY Uy theorys 
he would contend, that he bad the practice of Parliateent: 
d.the spund principles of the constitution. on bis side; — 
uring the whole of the last century, , measures, had been: 
adapted, from time te time, for the gradual improvement 
oF t . 
upon the crown. Of t is description were; she. 
yom, 


very such measure wag more calculated to: 
purify Parliament. than to curtail the. influence of. the: 


24008.) « Muatéinbh ANd PEWsoNED:.. = 597 
thleuict of ustiiement would, if: ated apon, prove most 
mischidveus'm’pradiice! -Buat-there wa’ an opposite mise 
pts all was equally the duty of that House to 
gus mpptinet § they might have too-.many such persons 
in'Parldiment >a ‘mischief which existed at present, an@ 
: N ‘Ws the «uty of that House to correct. : 
104 orighS Adgourable gentleman had said on a‘ former 
night, ‘chat; besides the ereat officers of state, it was nes - 
alaedry thatothers, connected with the public departments, 
d have seats in Parliament. Granted; this he did 
watiprétend-to deny. It was never his wish to exclude a , 
redsoaable ‘namber of the gentlemen connected wilh the 
pabliedégari ments ftom that House; bit he thought that 
aoe lintts should be set:to the namber, and was cone 
Wnoed that there were at presént more than were necessary 
eMAotig She: nembers of that House. “He -begged to he’ - 
wuderstbod in:ikis observation a¢ leaving -the persans al- 
het out of his contidération, and-looking only to the 
wtice ‘Many of the honourable members who were 
it-that situation were highly ‘respectable; and would, no 
Grebs, igint their votes independently on the same side as 
a 'prbsygit, even if they had no‘connection with govern. 
aacatar the public departments. Any observations, theres 
fora, whidh ,be'shoulll ‘have to make, would not apply 
‘to She payticubar pemons now in office : others-had belore 
¢hem'beesi in: the sate situation as others might after 
’ them: ‘the -ptactice ‘alone he cendemued, and to that he 
should be an enemy; whoever might be involved in ‘it. 
In leoking to the list upon the table, it did not appear to 
shim reoessary;that all the ‘commissioicrs of the admi- 
wulty should ‘have seats in that House. ‘Whenever the 
Airet lord, ‘asit often happened, was not a ménrber of that 
-Heade, two canimissioners and the secretary of the admit 
yalty would vbvivusly be enough to have seats in that 
Hoasa, qn fatly adequate to do all the parliamentary 
‘ypiness-of that department. The sare observations he 
should make ‘reapecting the commissioners of the trea. 
easy, -of whom he was of opinion, ‘that: only a certain 
proportion, -tagetber with the Chancellor of the Bxche- 
quer, sould’ be allowed to.sit in Parliament. In the 
ordnance department, ‘as the :master-general: was scar 
ever a! mpember.of that House, ‘he was.of opinion that the 
‘secretary might be allowed to hold a seat in that Houses 
rbot, -he: could ppe-ag season avy the stonerkocper, the = 
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triasnrér, or the clerk of the Uclitery;' Wowk be wlizitdds 
ty seats in Parliament. “With regard ’to the pagin 8 
of the army, it would ‘be desiesblei that the) -princhpill 
paymaster should sft in that House; bat dhereooaldiibay 
No necessity whatever for admitting: elther he, jdint ove 
the deputy paymaster'to the sartte privilege: we to ted 
board of controul,: as the Business 6f that ofide had wery! 
Tittle connection with the details of PadtKaraent) id} codial 
see no teason why any more then the: president -ofrthat! 
board should have permission to sit m ParliansentsoHesde; 
ing said that he would ‘not ofiject to thé effictentofliqes: 
of the state beings mendbers' of fat Honbe; aan -evdn havi 
ing admitted that some of the étbortlinate' offiderseong 
‘nected with the pablit departments mipht’ be owedde 
sit in Parliiment, in order thet they might have ah-ope 
pottunity to become‘acqaainted witht the business of that 
frouse, and fit themsclyes for higher offices, hé-whbaltt 
confine his concessions to thém,, because-he did sotthink 
it atall necessary that any offer ptacemen should bavedest 
jn that House. He shout! row leave that pvt of ale 
“question and go to his majesty’s ‘honkehold,: the ondivic 
‘duals connected with which ‘having seats iv: that! House 
“were so many advocates for prerogative,’ atid‘added cam 
sidcrably to the influence of the crown tn! Barliasaent 
‘This might be extremely proper ; but it did nut appedt 
‘in that light to him. ‘ Gentlemen might! thierk -thast sit 
was necessarysand right that the ministers'shorkd havea 
controul ovcr 4 certain namber of the nrembers of tant 
‘Hluuse; they might think, and maintain too, that it wis 
proper that the crown should hive, as in ofher times: 
‘ad, a party in that House to controul both sides: of tht 
‘House. But to this point he shoul only alladc, .becausd, 
“however relaxed their practice had been ‘of late, untt-how- 
ever difficult the Speaker might find it to resumte thet 
‘veins, which his predecessors had found effectual to cbeck 
“all irregularity and disorder, but which had been wrenobedl 
‘Srom hin, certainly without any the most distant imhpu- 
‘tation against him, by the gross and disorderly assertions 
which he had been reduced to the necessity of listentey 
"to; still relaxed as their practice had been, there were 
“Jimits which it would not be justifiable on any gromnd-to 
“overstep, and consequently he should only allade to a 
‘cltcumstance ‘which he conld net vénture to mewtldn. 
He could not discover any reason why the groom of his 
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msjesty’s bedeNambor; the first-eqnerry to his majesty, or 
thiuivike chisteverlains ‘to his “Thajesty and the ase 
should: ;heqnatebgrs of that; House,the, duties. of, their," 
oblige: nisqeativycty, ant ‘Having theslightest connection with, 
patliameotansubagincss.. Tt was his opinion that the pre-. 
seacé of; such pices jn. Rarliamont had tig other ‘elfect 


thald 60 iucreasa the influence of the crown., The ase 
ie: 


herha dD mentioncd,-out of the many that ciuld be pratigli¢ 
thé considgcation of the House, wold be su ficient, 
Hectrubicd, .(a-prave, to. the Hyuse the uceussity that exe 
' iste For tpravistin’ some further limitation of the paumber.’ 
ofipHocmen:had ponsippers, haying seats in that fouse.’’ 
- Rvhddibeen' pooyided by.an act of Queen Anas, that no 
persons -hiiving: pénsions dariag pleasufa shonld be eli 
gible to. wit ia Barliament..,, The-prinpiple of the act wag. 
sound, but itwag.sgaqn, evaled, for pensions were after. 
Watils granted for terms of ,ycqrs. | By, the act of George 
tHe First.it wasprovider, {hat. persons holding pensions, 
fonderma of yenrs, should not be capable of sitting ‘{n’ 
Pavliarrent. ‘This was an extension of the, principle of 
ie formher,act,:but, {he measure stopped short of the mit’ 
it should have. been carried to, and Icft it to a third act 
ta ottligle lige pensioners from that House. There could’ 
be zn donbt,. that the persgns to whom pensions wete’ 
granted, fhust feel attaghed to the government to which 
they were iedbted, for.the grants; but it might be said, 
that the holders of pensions for life were more independent’ 
than thaze.who hold during pleasure, or for a terin of 
yenrs., Uadoubtedly it would appear that'such myst be’ 
the case; ‘but when it was considered {hat pensions might 
he. granted for a term of years, greater than the’ proba- 
ble,‘ or possible duration. of any like, it must appear. exe 
traordinary. why the act ‘ef George [- had not been exe 
tendad-to pensionets: for life as well, ‘as pensionets for 
fermi of years. The-holders of sinecure places opght also 
fo be excluded frpm seats in’ that Honsec, becaitse it was 
held by some persons that such places'oaght to be still 
eontinued, in order that they. might be made the reward 
of merit; they created influence, and should disqnalify 
for Parliament. It might perhaps be right that a sink 
Youre place held for’ life should not render the holder ig- 
eapable of sitting in Parliament. But sinecures were: not 
wlways bestowed as the reward of merit; they wer ‘ éften 
granted withoyt any refcrence tq services, and in such 
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casea were the instruments of the most reprehensible spe- 
ches of influence. - " 
He bed thus stated the views upon which He wif ta- 
duced to bring forward the veaolation he had to proyis. 
He boped thag no person would take alatm at the prodaé- 
tion of such a proposition at this particular moment, és 
if it was the first step to a parliamentary refotm. What- 
ever might be the difference prevailing in the House upon 
the subject of parliamentary reform, he was petsaade 
that this was a proposition which should unite both the 
advocates end the opponents of: reform in‘ its sypport 
Those who were averse to parliamentary reform, nico ~ 
ing to the usual sense in which ft was understood, wduld 
du well ta vote for his resolution. The adoptian of suck 
a proposition would shew the pcople, that the House of 
Commons had the means and the disposition to refotih 
itself, and deprive the advocates of. change of one of the 
strongest of their arguments against the constitution of 
that House. The friends of parlidmentary reform, on t 
other hand, had an interest in supporting His proposition, 
begause in whatever way the question of reform may. be 
disposed, however the membets of that House may be 
elected, they must agfee with him, (bat it was not desira, 
ble that the influence of the crown shoyld be incteased | 
that House. He did not recolleot any thing further t 
was necessary for him to say on this subject in order ta 
induce the House to agree fo his resolution. He ba 
stated on a former night his opinion ppon what was called 
. nting remunerations, but what he considered anticip 
tions of services. He was still of the same opinion, ny 
Ipoked upon such grants as a most prodigal waste of the 
public money. Much be had heard said of purchasi 
the lives of professional men, that is, of giving th ma 
corapensation for abandoning their professions. Th 
practice he was sure could not be right upon principle, 
and appeared to him to be an abuse, the growth of mos 
dcrn tines. Ie was glad, however, to take that o pors 
tunity of adverting to what had fallen from a noble fe end 
jo answer to aome observations he had made on a former 
night, relative to (he appointment of a learned gentleman, 
Mr. M‘Donald, to be an American commissioner. H 
felt pleasure in stating, that he believed his noble friend’s 
ye presentation to have bean correct, and that Mr. M‘Donald 
not only had‘been distinguished iu his profession, and 
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grim raseauted the duties of a coramisioncr, to which-he 
ad been appointed, but had made no stipulation whate 
AYSF wraprange te amoweat of compensation to whielt he 
was.eaived far haying quilted: his, profession : tad: gmot 
‘ant pmeguat. of that campensation having been the 
gratuitous, retribetion .of the goverament. Thongh be 
Gonsidered the case of. this.gantleman asa distinguished 
LAGE AYO; he was nu less an enspy. tu the principle, aud 
rentitely condemaed ibe ypractice, The honourable mem- 
ber (hen. moved his. resolution, ‘° Rasulved that (sis, House 
"Will, carly in.the next session of Parliament, resolve iteelf 
imto'a Commitice, to take into consideration ihe necessity 
of providing, farther lingita‘ions of pereons holding officea, 
pensions, sinccures, &c. and seats in that Howse.” -. ..- 
1, Mr. Rose. observed that the honeurable.gentleman had 
Prpposed ng practical agendment ia the great. influence 
of which he complained.. That House. consisted of 658 
members, and the. measure suggested hy the honeurable 
gentleman would not go farther. than: to disqualify.25 of 
bem, which. was.a number so small that it could mvt 
make any sensible alteration in the decisions of that House, 
He had, occasion tp. state, a few.days ago, that the numbers 
of placemen now.in parliament, avas less by 18 or. 19, thaw 
if was in the year 1781. He had since found that in fact 
fhere were ghout,25 or 26 less than at.the former period, 
hen the hounuryble gentleman. spoke af the unobserved 
influenge of, the crawa, he, certainly had forgoiten,- or 
perhaps not attended to the statement. he had then made, 
e diminution of the influence of the crown aver the 
members of that Flouse was. greater-in respect of this, 
which ‘was called the unobserved influence, than in the 
ostensible places. Formerly-valuable: bonuses in loans, 
Joiterics, and contracts, used to be given.to,the memberg 
of that House ; and’ nothing was. morccommen than meme, 
bers having the profits of offices held in other. names, and, 
of which none but the ministers, or those immediately 
about 'them knew any thing. “There werg probably, Ja. 
former times, above 50 or 60 members who thus cnjayed 
concealed favours from the crown. ,As to (he king’s,im-, 
thediate houscholJ, or grooms.of the bedchamber, he bad 
never heard oftheir influencing the decisions of that lousas 
He believed that at present, there was bul ons who Was.a. 
member.of the pies Commons. As do.he provisions 
.#) often spoken of in the act of setthement,. they were Jj 
“¥ox, It—180. °° 4H 
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mediately found to he im practicable, and that sertous incon 
veaiences would result from them ; and therefore this part 
of he act of scttlement was very soon repealed. It ap- 
red to him, upan the whole, that if the increasing ine 
ucnce of the crown was what the horgourable gentlemag 
centplaincd of, he had not pointed out a sufficient remedy. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, that, as the hoy 
nourable gentleman hid begun his speech by saying, that 
he could not conceive any possible objection to his mo{ion, 
be therefdre thought it necessary for him to give his reas 
aons for opposing it. He considered, that if the House 
were toagree to the motion, it would be expressing ilg 
epinion that it was desirable to take the subject into seriq 
ous consideration, wilh a view of diminishing the number 
bf plaucemen in Parliament. He, therofore, conceived, 
that it would bo prejudicing the question to agree to such 
a motion, whereas the question woukl not be prejudiced 
by their not agreeing to. it. 1t would. be open to the ho- 
nourable gentleman to bring it forward as early as he 
pleased in the course of the next session. The honouras 
ble gentleman had stated, that at no former time was it 
ever argued in that Housc, that ihe crown ought to have 
an induence over the members of that House. Now he 
would ven‘ure to say, that whenever the question of reform 
was agitated there, it was resisted on that very. ground, 
that practically it was of advantage t) the country that 
the crown should have some infuence in that House. 
Even the celebrated resolution of Mr. Dunning, ‘ that 
the influence of the crown had increas.il, was increasing, 
@nd ought to be diminished,” did not go so far as to take 
away all influence from the crown. As ta what he bad 
beard of a grea! discontent prevailing in the public mind, 
on account of abuses in the constitution, he did not believe 
the fact. It was a topic uscd by those demagagues whe 
had areued at public mectings ; but he did not believe it 
was the sense of the coustry. He could not conceive any 
good that could possibly result from this motion, and 
therefore he could not support it. 1f the influcnoe of the 
crown had increased, the influenec of the popular part af 
the constitution bad increased also. The increase of wealth 
and independence was a sort of countervailing influence 
which balanced the increasing in4uence of the crown. Hae 
was astonished that the honourable geatleman should caas 
gider the establishment of the local militia as an jacrcase 
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of influence, when he must know that he*himself whe nee 
in the slighest degrce influenced hy holding a hi¢h comi< 
mission in the local milifia. The fact was, that tie ap» 
pointments were given, not by the cftown, but from the 
recommendation of the lord lieutenants of conrties, te 
which recommendation the crown had certainly a negative. 
Conceiving that the motion could have no other effect but 
t6 Bone: the question, he should not support it. 
| Mr. Tierney said, that as the resolution was now worded 
if would prejudice the question; but he thonght with w 
slicht alteration ‘hat objection could be got rid of. Als 
though he was not for yielding to popular clamour, yet if 
the pablic opinion evidently set in one direction, he thought 
it ong! t not to controul absolutely the decisions of thaé 
House, but that it should induce them to consider that 
smliect with peculiar attention This matter, however, 
did not originate from popular clamour, ot from any 
thing which took Place out of doors: it was from an act 
of the Fluuse itself -from a report of a Committee which 
they had anpsinted to investigate this particelar busmess. 
Upon that ground, he thought the House might very pros 
perly pledee itself to take into constdertation, early in the 
Yiext session, a report of one of their own Committeés. 
They would be enty pledeedt to consider the stthject, bert 
not plettged as to the manner they were to cétefmine ow 
it. He thought fhat some of the placemen ‘mentioned: 
vught not’ to sit in Parliament, but he disagreed with 
many people in thinking there could be no obyection to 
stnecure plicemen and pensioners who had their appomt 
ments for life. ‘They were just os independent as any 
other men: and the Inte administration were constanthy 
. opposed by many persons of that description, and the 
resent administration by some. | : 
Lord Folfestove rove, in consequence of the Irst okser- 
vation which had fallen from the right honourable ntém-< 
ber, who appeared to him to have got into-a greaf inis- 
take. ‘ihe confusion seemed to be this: many of thee 
who held sinecnres and pensions for life, whén they voleck 
against a particular administration, conceived they shewed 
a great deal of independence, and that therefore they werd 
very fit an:t proper men to sit in that House. This was 
jot, however, the sort of ind: pendence which he thourhf 
should’ be requited from those who called themsclves the 
representatives of the pcopte. ‘The sort of feeling that 
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became a representative of the people .waa.a,common in- 
terest with the people at large. Those ,who beld these 
ainacuges aud pensions had a different interest. They. bad 
other peeple to look to, to whom they were :bound, if.net 
by expectaacy, at least by gratitude, and. therefore. the 
wese not altogether as independent as other men, .or as &t 
far representatives of the people. Ls Steer ye 
Lord Henry Petly did not conceive that the raduction. 
of placemen in that House woukl produce muck effeets 
‘[he increase of the influence of the crown was: principally 
from the increased patronage in the revenue, theinarmy; 
and navy, but did not operate directly upon the memes 
of that House. He allowed that the influence of the cromna 
had increased generally ; but.as to the House. of Oonre 
mons, in the year 1738, there were no less than 234 meme 
bers who were placemen, aud whose profits amounted to 
x€.212,000 per. ann. Hie thought indeed that masters ia 
Chancery and Welsh judges ought iot to have seats in 
that House. Indeed as to the Welsh judges, be thought 
they should be done away with, and three additional Eng- 
lish judges appointed instead of them. Hoyt 
.Mr. Ponsonby stated, that before the Revolution the ga- 
vernment was conducted out of Parliament; but since the 
Revolution the practice of the coastitntion was,.that # 
should be conducted in Parliament, and principally in 
that House. It was therefore absolutely necessary to have 
placemen in that House. - 
» Mr. Secretary Canning said, that he could by no means 
agree wiih the honourable moyer in the premises.he bad 
Jaid down. He could neither agree with him, that the 
influence of the crawn over that House had increased in a 
eat and unparalleled degree, nor could he agree with 
im in supposing that it would be advantageous.to reduce 
the number of placemen in that House. There was ene 
rt of the original argument which was now abandoned, 
t was no longer insisted that tle number of placemen in 
that House had increased of late years; and it had been 
cotrectly stated by a noble lord (Lord Henry Potty) that 
far less than a century ago, the number of placcemen ia 
that House was in a pruporiion of at least Gve to one 
greater than at present. It would no longer be coatended 
that the number of placemen in Parliament had increased, 
and he felt it necessary for him to state the reasons wiry 
be thought it would be improper to drive them out af 
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Parliament who are now init. As it was evident that the 
House'of Commons must always want information on some 
subjects from the adminstration, it was much better that 
Foihisters,:and persons ‘in ostensible situations, shauld be 
spoken to-in their places, as inembers of that House, than 
be brought up-to the bar as culprits. If no placemen were 
suffered to sit in Parliament but the ministers themselves, 
. it-woald follow, that when the present generation of mi- 
nisters wore over, they must be succeeded by raw and une 
experienced persons. This was a necessary consequence, 
for'if:those who were acquiring knowledge of the business 
ef government in inferior departments, were to be abso- 
hitely. excluded from sitting in Parliament, in what office 
wore they to learn ‘that mecessary and constitutional part 
of a. minister's duty, to explain to that House the motives 
of their condnct, and to defend their measures? If men 
were to be trained up for ministets in any other school 
besides that of Partiament, if the crown were to look for 
its ministers any where but in Parliament, then, indeed, 
there might be-a well founded jealousy of the power of 
the crown. [ce knew no greater security to the people 
forthe faithful discharge of the dutics of government, 
/ than: that those who held high situations shoald have seats, 
in thas House, ant be there obliged to explain the motives 
of thels-condact to the House and tothe country. If we 
wete now to set about contriving a plan to enable the 
crown to choose its ministers any where out of Parliament, 
sucha plan would be most injurious to the Jiberty of the 
conntry. /This was now by long habit, though not by law, 
the practice of the constitution, and he wos convinced tint 
it could not be changed Wrhbout great public detriment. 
This motion would go to remove from their seats in that 
House many distinguished persons who held sinccure 
places or pensions-for life, as the reward ef public scrgycrs 
performed either by themselves or their fathers. The cht 
honourable and learned’ gentleman (Mr. Ponsonby) had 
_a pension for life, and yet the present ministers had afways 
the advantage of bis vigilance and correction. There 
were other bonourable gentlemen on the same side of the 
- House, who, though long holding sinecures or pensions, 
were coustantly arrayed against his majesty’s present go- 
verament. A noble lord, (Lord Folkestone) had talked 
— of pensioners beieg baund by gratifude. The gratitude, 
however, of those gendemen for the remuneration they 
- . ‘ ‘ % . . 
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recclved for their services, did not certainly appear-to hé 
any gratitude to the crown. The right honoutatile and 
Jearncd genfleman (Mr. Ponsonby) had apokea of. hie 
nsion being conferred by an act of parliament, and. no€ 
y the crown. The right honourable gentleman mighé 
therefore well conccive that it was to the parliament; 
and not to the crown, that his gratitude was due. If there 
lurked in the mind of any gentleman the idea of patlia~ 
mentary pensions being ‘granted os .the reward of public 
gervices, he, for his part, would much rather forego eff 
claim to remuneration. He did not know any conrse thag 
would lead to a morc Invish and preposterous expenditure. 
He felt satisfied that the inflnence of the crown over that 
House was gradually, bat constantly diminishing. He 
Wondered that the honourable gentleman (Mr. Whitbread), 
who himself held a conspicuous situation in the local 
tnilitia, should consider appointments of that sort likely 
to influence the votes of members. He was surprized to 
hear that gentleman, in the tanguage and tone of manly 
independence, complain that such appointments as he 
himself held, made men dependent on the crown. There 
was an old philosopher, wiho said be would not argue with 
a man who had 50 legions, and for the samc reason it did 
not become him to argue about the influence of an ap- 
pointment in the militia with a militia cotonel. (4 laugh.) 
nt if this establishment of local militia were sn very bad, 
and if it introduced $60 sycophants and dependents on 
the crown, he wonld.ask was that great evil to be redressed 
by drivirg two lords of the admiralty out of that House? 
(4 law sh.) The very sinall number which the honourable 
ecntlenan proposed to turn from the House was so small 
that it coukd not sensibly affect the votes of the House ; 
but the absence of those members might deprive them of 
a great deal of useful information.‘ He therefore could 
not by any means concur in a proposition which would 
auppeor like an acknowledgment on the part of the House, 
that there were tootnany placemen among them. If the 
honourable gentleman chose to argue that ‘point next ses« 
sion, he might do so without being at all prejudiced by’ 
the decision of the oresent night. 

Sir Francis Burdett said, the right honourable gentlee 
min had quoted an old philisopher to shew that he would 
hot wich to ficht against legions (alluding to the local 
wilitia) ; so he (Sir Francis) must own himsclf under some 


——-* 
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embarrassment in having so continually (o fight against 
legions, over whom the right-honourable gentleman must 
éertainly hove as mych influence as the bonourable gens 
teman who brought forward the motion could possibly 
hava; as a colonel.of:.the local militia, He thought it, 
however, his duty to say a few wards gn the subject. Heé 
wasof opinion that the Commons House of Parliament ought 
to be a fair and full representation of the peaple, and cer« 
tainly, as it was now constitutes, « was not so., He knew 
the evpstitation only from. .ne statule book, and he thought 
the arguments he had ‘ieard that night merely went to 
palliate what he coulé’ not: allow to be a proper represen- 
tation of the people. ‘The right honourable gentleman 
Who had just sat down, had mentioned an insfance of the 
chancellors of Ireland. He thought it a grievance, anc 
he could not see why the Lord Chancellor either in iecland 
or Engtand should be removed with every administration ; 
he thought it in fact a grievance of such magnitude, tha 
it could hardly be remedied ; for, by their frequent ree 
moval, the business of the courts got so much in arrear, 
that it became an intolcrable hardship on the suitors. He 
thought this measure was only a palliative, but still that 
it would, in some degrec, bea remedy, and he would theree 
fore support it. ‘He always understood the executive 
eught to be kept distinct from the legislative ; on the con- 
trary, it was asserted, and offered to be proved, that the 
executive, by corruption, had great power over the legis~ 
Jative branch ; and it had .been held by the best writers 
on the'subject, that whenever that ‘should be the case, the 
constitution, however admirably framed at first, would be 
a more farce, It had -been offered, by a petition, to be 
proved that 150 persons returned a majority of that House 5 
and, if that were really so, then there was an influence 
greater than the crown itself. He. was clearly of opinion 
that prerogative was a necessary part of the.constitation ; 
but he wished to see the subject sccured on these twa 
leading points, liberty and property ; and then Je should 
have no fear of prerogative. ‘That security never could 
be obtained but by a fair and full representation of the 
eia the Llouse of Commons. This was his idea of 
the constitution ; and, if it should be deemed igtiorance, 
he must submit. 
mat Porckester objected to every idca of excluding 
afficid men from the House of Commons, yct thought at 
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the same time the subject should have some rev@fon; ade, 
though he could not agree with his honouratle® frietidt a 


exclude all who had the ambiti-n to enjoy official’ as welt 4 
as parliamentary honours, yet there ‘might be tdsts in 
. , 1 ae ~e? s @ of 


which placemen should be exclucte.. . 
Mr. Ponsonby said the ‘honourable baronet who spoke ” 
just before the last speaker had expressed his wonder 
why the Chancellor shguld be changed with the adminis- 
trafion., He might az well have said he saw no reason 
why the secretary of state and first lord of the admiralt 
should be changed. It was a,'thing impossible for an ad 
ministmstion and a Lord. Chancellor to hold together who - 
weje of different political sentiments. | _ 
Afr. Ellison said, the honourable baronct seemed to see 
nothing bat deformity inthe constitution’bf this conntry. 
On the contrary, he thought it one?of the best in thé 
world, under which the people enjoved*the*éreatest por. 
fion of happiness of any nation on earth's; ahd ine his 
Opinion, there never was a tine when theres ag mare ree 
yal purify in this country, Cyan at the préschf moment: 
He shon!d therefore oprose the motion, 7°" nts 
Mr. I. V1. Browne exyresscd himself of the same 
Opinion. Tle was far from thin.ing the influenee of the 
crown had increased in that House 5 on the contrary, he 
thoucht it less now than at any former period. “Unies the 
House saw sone great rerredy would be the cansequence,; 
to pledize themsc!ves to a measure of this kind> would be 
adelusiva of the people, especially of those who wish to 
sce placeinen exclude! There were many cases, in which 
only a choice of evils was left. It was different here. 
For his own part, he knew the good effects of the present 
system. Phe country had long flourished under it, and * 
he, for onc would not easily conseat to change it. The 
present measure he viewed as a mere palliative, which 
could produce nothing but delusion. He shquid, there- 
fore, give il his negative. | 
Mr. Pole Carew thought the honourable gentleman 
who brought forward the motion, had til no grounds for 
his proposition that should induce the House to entertain it 
at; <csent. It was opea to’him to give a_ notice for the 
next session, but at present they had not had a fair oppor: | 
tuaity given them to deliberate on if in such a manner as- 
the importance of it required. He should, therefore, ope 
. 3 


pose it. (A cry of queslion, question ) . 
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Mr. Whitbread said, he would beg leave to trouble the 
House with a very few observations, in ‘npswer to what 
had fallen from some of those honourable members who — 

. 1 his motion. He then slightly observed on 
what had fallen from tbe three last speakers, and then ad-_ 
veried tp the speech of the right honourable secretary of | 
staie (Mr. Canning), who he supposed could -not have 
been present at the whole of his (Mr, Whitbread’s) speech, 
or he never would have spoken as he had laicly done.’ | 
So far from having an idea of excluding the members of 
the administration from the House of Commons, he had 
expressly said it was bis wish that a liberal portion should 
be allowed to sit there. Yet there were offices from 
which no sclection had ever been made, and there were 


. persons in that House who were only there for the mere™ 


purpose of giving direct inflyence to government. Tis 
right honourable colleague who preceded him (Mr. Perce- 


yal) had said, that no such expressions had becn used in 


former times as ge on the present occasion. This he 
(Mr. Whitbrpad) denied. ould it be supposed that 
when Mr. Dunning introduced his bill against .the in- 
fluence of the crown, expressions equally strong and plain 
were not used ?: Did not that bill expressly say, ‘that the 
influence of the crown had increased, was increasing, and 
ought to be diminished, .That right honourable gentle- 
man, however, introduced a language into that House, as ° 
to the sale of seats in parliament, which no former speaker 
would have endured. He was sorry to say the preseut 
right honourable gentleman, who so hononrably filled that 
high station, was obliged tv do it, for the fact.had been 
incontestibly proved; and the right honourable gentle- 
man had openly avowed and vindicated it; and when, 
from the zeal aud sincerity of the House they were about 
to have a bill that would“*go n great way to put an énd to 
such disgraceful procecdings, that right honourable gen- 
tleman came forward and was Willing the bill should pre. 
clade the landed and monied interest from_parchasing 
seats in that House, but was very ready and anxious to 
give the whole monopoly to’ government in the way of 
offices, and by that means make the mischief more 
grievous and more extensive than ever it was before. That 
right honourable gentleman had taken care the peo jhe 
should have nothing to hope for, tle had positively den 
nied that all which the House had heard, either from peti- 
Vou, IH.——1809. 4] | 
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tions or regnlar county mectings, was the opinion of Abe 
people—it was only the clamour of a set of d 2 
who wished to carry their own favourite points. But 
when a few ruffians armed with bludgeans, rushed’ ¥po 
their fellow citizens, with the cry that the church was in 
danger, and by their murderous cries, ( Hear, hear |) had 
raised him and his colleagyes to office, then it wes, beyoad 
, a doubt, that they spoke the voice of the people. That 
‘yight honourable gentleman hated also meetings at {ay¢mns, 
and yet he did not hesitate to defend his right bopourable 
colleague for having attended a tavern meclipg, and them 
declaring the sentiments of ministers on questions of a pubs 
lic na{are put to him by the chairman. Mr. Whith endl 
then said, there were some who held at present ofgeial 
situations, who, be should think, might severally he dige. 
nsec! with from a seat in that House. One was the righ, 
onourable gentleman opposite to him (Mr. Rove), wha, 
he was afraid, he must agree to part with; not because us. 
was treasurer of the navy, but as clerk of the House o 
Lords. The right honourable gentleman was liable to he 
called away by the lords, and therefore, rather than he 
should be taken from them at a time wheu they would vet 
wisk to part with bim, he thought it would be best to pro- 
vide that the clerk of the parliament should not sit in the. 
House. He thought the masters in chancery shoul! alsa. 
be excluded, and he was nut clear whether it’ was proper’ 
for the master of the rolls to have a seat. Head verted to 
the statute of Anne, and the statute George I. by which 
all-pilicers in the administration were put out of the House, 
and said, that by Mr. Burke’s bill, the third secretary gq 
state was excluded froma seat. It might be practically 
beneficial tq diminjsh the seats of cfficers of goverameat in 
that House, not in order to diminish, the talents in-the 
Flouse, but to toke away a dead weight from it. He 
viewed (this measure in a different light from the hupaur- 
able baronet. It was truc, indeed, ‘} was but a palliative, 
jn comparison of a reformation in the Elouse of Coamons ; 
but if that was not to be obtained, such a palliative was 
better than nothing. The honourable gentheman toached 
on several other topics, and concluded by saying, that 
whatever might be the fate of his motion, be could 
ot but derive great satisfaction from the _ reflection 
That in, bringing it forwaxd be had conscientionsly dis- 
pharged his daty. | ae ” 
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tonraseeos THE THIRD REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 
ERS OF SUBLIC EXPENDITURE. 

«” Mr. Maytin called the attention of the Committee to the 


fiture of sinechire offices in the courts of law; and after 
eral observations ori the ‘third report, he then meved 


‘Bis second, resolution, expressing the necessity of revision 


rfid reform if pottain sinecure offices. . 
*" The Chancellor of the Exchequer then rose and proposed 
q résolution with ‘some, verbal alterations from Mr. Mar- 
tit’s, fo which the latter gentleman acceded, and with- 
drew his own. “The Chancellor’ of the Exchequer’s was 
ut.’ 

?. Bankes thought every unnecessary office ought to 
bé abolished, and that the salary of any office executed 
by i hety , ought to be reduced to that actually paid to 

th eputy He proposed an amendment to that effect. 
‘The uncellor of the Exchequer objected to the amend- 
t, a8 going to abolisli all sipecures, for whatever pur- 
posé grated, which would take away the means of re. 
wa wig tngeit from the crown. 
Thornton supported the amendment. 
Met some further discussion, the resolutions were put 
and carried in the negative, without g division, and 
r tt was ordered to be recelved on Tuesday | next. ° 
he House was then resumed, and Mr. Giddy reported 
‘Progress, and asked leave to sit again on Tuesday. 
Auljoutned. _ 
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The offce sale prevention bill was re ed by Lord 
Woaleingham, and ithe amendments to. 
jour 
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sent to several bills, also that thelr lordships had: pamad a 

- bill to prevent wanton ocracky to ahimals, to. which they 
desired the concurrence of this House. The. bill wes.sead 
the fitst time, amd ordered for the second reading om Maa- 
ay. ‘ ‘ a rer - tog 


. , ety + dees 
INDEMNITY PECULATOMS. , ,, ts ‘sine 


Mr. Foster moved the order of .dhe day. for.: the: itaird 
reading of the Irish revenue regalation bill ; sand {he 
* question having‘been put that the bill be sow: mad fhe 

third time, : _ Sut oT 
“+ Str John Newport rose to resist a elnuse im thia hill, to 

which he thought it impossible the Hewee cquid give 
their final assent, if they werd aware of its abject.....& was 
no less than a grant of full amacsty and. iademajication 
toall the excise officers in Ireland, who had for.n fasigs of 
years past, in direct violation of theis-duty and their oaths, 
plundering the revenue of that. countey {as appeared 
from the reports of the Irish committee of leguisy) of no 
Jess a sum than 850,000/. a year, by takiug bribes from 
the distitlers for conniving at their evasions of the clyties 
tipon their manufacture, and thas combining and ,ceHud- 
ing with them to defraud that revenue of which they.were 
the swotn and confidential officers. [f such @ clauye were 
allowed to pass, he was sure it would so far operate as 
a sanction and encoaragement to fraud, as to create a 
necessity for another clause of indemnity in 3 year on two 
ence. De 
' The reasoning upon which the right honourable Chan- 
cellor Of the Exchequer for Ireland supported this clause 
tupon a former night was, that the salaries of the excise 
cers‘in Ireland were inadequate to their maintenance, 
and therefore exposed them to the temptations of bribery 
to betray their duty; bat that their salaries being now 
raised, there were of course to be no more frands in fature. 
But he (Sir John Newport) could not admit for e moment 
that fraud could he justified upeo any such plea in a re- 
ventie officer, guilty of a violation of his oath and his 
tra:t, which would be scouted in any court of criminal 
judicature, if offered in excuse by a highway-man,. or a 
ouse-breaker, where no trust was repased. - The right 
horvurable gewticman plicaded the notoriety of such frauds 
in almost every branch of the revenue, as a necessity for 
this indemnification ; and a reccnt instance had occusred 
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F footie: Hedse, byl which.it was shewa that an officer in 
V dle siteation (Mar. Hill) was aot only indemnified tur past 
| toftenees, ‘but: sanctional and encouraged by still higher 
“ipbémotjon, thopgh-bis..guidt was established, by his owe 
confession : and now came this clause to extend injlem- 
 nification to the whole corps of such delinquents. With 
such a clause {Bie bill woald be a statute of pains and pe- 
Ty ipl the apainst the public, and of protection to malefactors3 
S fob ote .clease in the bill denonnac the.most enormous 
vi pdnalties-agatristiany person who shall offer a bribe to a- 
revenue officer; and yet it concludes with a clause to in- 
~! dbomnity aii revenue officers who. had. taken bribes in the 
+ "Endst flagttions way fot betrayiug thoit iruet, in direct vios 
«* Jation ef w bill whieh had-passed the House sp recently as 
“the yetr 1806, expresdy, to. preveut euch. frauds, Ne 
Parliament, he declared, bad ever passed.such.an amnesty | 
. ‘fe the present: andif the Hovwee should now.sanction by 
' “fitsi protegtiun aclass oft men guilty in -namberless. instan- 
 ~ es of saeh flagrant: toansgressions, such proceeding must 
' be fatatto the public interest, and bighly injurious to the 
- pabiie morals. The right bonowable barouet: cancluded 
y moving, :“‘ that instead of now, the bill be.read a third 
=> ‘time this day three months.” } _ 
3) Dhé Chancellor of the Exchequer hoped, that as the ob- 
*F jettion of the sight -honourable baronct. were directed solely 
* “against a-particular ¢lause in the bill, he would be content 
' 80 Uske thesense of:the House upon that clause, instead of 
opposing the whole bill. 
+ | Ste Jokn Newport had no wish to defeat the whole 
bal, dnd wes gatisied to rest bis opposition upon the final 
/ ++ Mr. Foster denied that-the clause was tatended for such 
-'@ purpose as that of sanctioning defuulters.. It was merely 


~ * + a clause in compliance with.a conditional promise made 
_~' to certain officers, of whose guilt there was no practical 


. to be obtained, but wha, on. the condition of indem- 
nity, ‘had fully acknowledged the facts, and explained 
how a repetition of such fraud might in future be pre- 
‘vented. He had: himself before, repeatedly stated to the 

i House, that the pay of. the excise officers in Lrelund was 

- tod small for their maintenace, and consequently exposed 
them to the temptation of hribery from brewers and.clistil- 


. - Were, over whose works they were placed in the way of 
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ther daty. Such were the temptations bold unt & than 
that they had not the fortitude toresist: and 
and no'orionsly di the trafic prevail amencut ew 
criplion of excise offecrs in every pasi of ireland, tied 
the frands upon the revenue were té eo f 
amonni. Thisappeared wpon examisation bsférethe cont 
misx.onersofinguiry inIrclaod. It was, in fect.sogenenaily 
the usage, that the excise offcen conceived theme Was 20° 
crime, or breach of duty, in a maticr at whieh they’sep! 
J their superiors counived, ia comideration of tie- 
Lnwn inadequacy of their salaries te their maintenmtée. 
it was recommended by the commissioners of inquiry, a4 
the best means of sendcring those officers bonest and fac 
Sirl for the fu.ure, that theirs salaries should be te¢ornsedd 3- 
end as the defalcalions were almost eniversal, and cami 
mtitted almost without the consciousness of evisrinatity;, it 
was proposed, that an amnesty should be piven for alt - 
that had pa>sed, upon the strong assurance that undcrthe 
increased salaries, no such acts should take place fer thu 
future: or if they did, that they should be inotantty 
lowed by dismissal and the scvesest penalties. wae 
would be the obvious consequence of rejecting this chase ? - 
Why, that these men would be placed .ia the power of ° 
those very brewers and distillers, at whose frauds they had 
heretofore been induced by bribery to cunnive, aed wita. 
might again drive them io new connivances and 
by the threats of prosecutions, fines, and penalties for fort - 
mer acts, the proofs of which were in their pewer and 
thus render the bill augatory, and expose the revenet to: 
@ repetition of ail thope frauds it was intended to prevent) 
Mr. Horner expressed his astonishment, that a Beitish 
Fimuwe of Commons shonld be called upon to pass such a - 
clanse; but he was still more astonished at the motive ° 
for it arged by the right honourable gentleman, hamely; 
the universality of the offence in every department of the 
revenuc of freland ; but most of all at the circumstance of | 
comtinaing in their places, and renumerating by advance 
of salarics, the very officers who, in breach of their trasts, 
and of their oaths, had been one and all, avowedly, and 
for a series of years, defrauding the revenae, and combint 
ing and colluding with others to defraud it. Was there 
no possibility of finding any other men in Ireland with 
honesty and ability enough to fill the plaop of these man-t 
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Teich a fact Were possible, but which he could. nat,bas 
bevel, thea thdre should be:men sought ip sawe. other past 
ofthe nrited cempire. = s pi 
zie, Foster explained ; by saying, that these frauds wera 
Bel chargéable on all the branches of the reveave, but 
Janyely omthe excise—-that the act of 1806 limited the time 
,0f: prosecutidu for ell crimes designated there, to three 
dniha after.the fhot: that the indemnity proposed by ‘ 
Ibis Bild cameidawn no lower than January, I80S; and 
thes.:fov:alli such offetices,, ‘since committed, the parties 
would:stilt be liable to a prosecution. SS 
_ fer. Bankes was astonished at the introduction of the 
clause before that House, so contrary as-it was to every: 
psimoiple which a British Parliament had been ysed to ree 
spéct. and maintain. He regretted that it should have tha 
support of his rigbt honourable friend the English Chan. . 
céllor ofthe Exchequer, and begged to ask what, the., 
House would think if sacha cihuse were proposed ip that 
Howse, to indemnify and protect the excise officers of 
this country, if it was known that they had entered inta — 
cogabinations: to defraud the revenue. These latter we 
have been instantly dismissed to a man, and others fouad- 
to ill their. plies. He was surprized to hear from the 
Chansellor of the Exchequer of Ireland, that persons who , 
had been guilty of. all those frauds, were not only retained . 
in their situations, but even their salaries had been raised, 
in, the. hope of seeuring their honesty and fidclity tor the 
future. This he conccived tobe a puoject totally hopeless; . - 
and :he:showl:t have preferred, for the public advantage, 
their instantancous dismissal, and the filling up their places 
with othey men, however simple or moderate their abic. 
lities, against whom at least government had no expee 
Ziegce of their dishonesty, to the continuance ef mea 
whase crimes for a series of years were avowed and eveu. 
vindicated, and saactioned by those whose peculiar duty 
it was to watch over the revenues of Ircland. Of theaf ¢ 
faite of that country he was sorry to say, that the more 
they wore investigated the marc loudly they seemed to cal] 
for the correcting hand of .that House. It was vot won 
derful that the people murmured at the increase of taxes, 
if that increase arosé not from any necessity founded on 
the inadequacy ofthe tyxes already imposed, but to maka 
up for.the feauds of revenue officers, who, instead, of being 
‘dismigged and punighed, were tetained.and indemnified. 
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Swe Samuel Romilly s; oke on the same side. Hg - 
pressed bis wo:.der that sacha clause should receive the 
_srnection of the right honaurable the Chancelfar of the 
Exchequer, contrary as it was to all the principles usually 
werpected in that House. It was un:apported hy. an p! 
eetlent in former amnesty bills; firit went to extend pdr- 
den not only to the comparative few who appeared tq 
have acknowledced their guilt, but fo the thousands 
pever make any acknowledgment at all; so that’ the 
Honse had nv mode of measuring the indefinite extent’ of 
criminality which they were called onto vote. It was a 
diyect attack on public morality, and holding out éncon- 
sageme:t to the revenue officers tn Engtand, to commit 
the like offence, for surely it was qnife timpossible the 
pieht hovourable gentleman opposite to pim woald follow 
ep with pains and penaltics, the same class af persons io 
Englond for frauds on the revenue, in violation of tlitie 
trust, or even against poof wretches defrauding the revee 
mue, otherwise having no place of trust, but equally plead. 
ing the inadcquacy of their incomcs 0 the support of their 
families; white the revenue officers of freland, notoriousty, 
ame fora series of years, guilty of such frauds, were to be 
adem fied, protected, retained in their places, dnd amclio- 
wated iv their circumstances. He trusted ‘that House 
would never disgrace self by the adoption of such a 
elanse. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer was somewhit snre 
prized atthe indignation seumed by his right honourable 
and learned friend at unis clause, after the explanation 
which had been given; and spolic at some length in supe 

vt of the clause upon the same ‘ground as Mr. Foster. 

oman, he said, could fora moment seriously suppose 
that the clause was intended to sanction corrupfion ot 
criminality, byt merely to prevent the recurrence of simi- 
Jor abuses, without that inconvenience to the public ser- 
vice which the immediate dismissal ofall the excise officers 
my Prekand mous! occasion. 

Mr. Calcyaft spoke of the clause in the strongest terms 
of reprobation, ant asked, would the right honourable 
gentleman venture to propose gnch'a clanse to that House 
in protection of the revenue officers of Engtand, ‘if they 
had been guilty of such crimes. He was a good deal 
petonish ed ut sever] of the measures which had passéd that 

ouse in relation to Irclaud, since the administration of 


‘ 
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“fhe: tigh{ Kanourable Chancellor of the Exchequay Tor that 


“gopntry commenced ; but he owned this proposition str. 


riprizgd hire mare than all the, mst, sqpported as it was by 


e speech and vote of the right honourable. gentlenjan 


‘ (Mr. erceyal). Ta continue those fraudulent officers in 


° 


- 


}. £9N 
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mary falents jt required to do the duty of an exciseman. 
ut i 


3 


i 


4 
¢ 


their places, not ogly indemnified and protected, but te- 
swarded and encyuraged, was beyond every thing he shad 
ever witnessed; and thjx too, ypon the pretence that men 

i not be found in Ireland to Gl their places. “He 
coyld not credit the assertion ; he knew of no oxtraordi- 


no men fit to do these duties were to be fowad in 


; Aah gountry, they should be imported from game atber. 


-was yidjculous to. suppose that .mep ia the habjt of liv- 
Ang by their frauds, at fonr or five hundrecls, er thousands 
# year, could be, endered henest by the addition of thirty 


08 forty pounds.to their galarics. 


Mr, Marryat gave ministers eredit for the hest inten- 


“Ajons ig this clagse, but, thoyght they would -he wofully 


disappointed ia the result. In relation to the captinngnge 
of, those fraudulent officers, with the hope of reform, he 
should be guided by the old proverb—* Never trust a ree 


_ forged drunkard with the key ofthe cellar.” ~~ 


r. Huytebinson spoke against the clause. 

Mr. Croker defended the clause, and said there wes 
.po.aliernatiye but an iogmediate dismissal of all the exciae 
-ofigers in Ireland, and the abandonment of the revenue. 
He would not have voted for it, .if it was to defend 
corruption. mo, 

Mr. Babbington spoke against the Clause. ° . | 

Mr. Windham was ready ta admit, that if te fraudulent 


" officers m ust necessarily be retained, theclause onght to pags 


of course; but be denied the nepessity, and consequeasly 
must appose it. Not only did be reprobate the ides of 


_ indemaifying mea who had so grassly betrayed their trust, 
' and defrauded the revenac, but that of retaining. those 


men ia their places, after the avowal and proof of such 
‘fraud. . It taught those men to laggh at government, to sat 
them at defiauce, to believe that government could not do 
gwithout them, and, of course, copld not dismiss them ; 
‘and, under such feelings, was it to be expected such men 
would, fur a trifliag increase of salary, forego the temp- 
gation. of gaining five times as much by fraud? And what 
Vou. fit.— 809. 4K So 
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sort of picture was this to hold oat for their brother revehue_ 
officers in England ? Hy 
A division having taken place, the clause: was tejected 
by a majority of 47 to 41. ot vocnuhs 
NOTICES, © 0 we eu td 
Lord Henry Petty withdrew his notice respectiig tht 
instructions . transmitted to Mr. Erskine -retAting ‘to’ the 
affair of the Chesapeake, as did-Mr. Barham hiv’rclavng’ 
to the reduction of the representations’ of tte governors 
of the colonies on the subject of the depreciation éf tolowlAt! 
pr uce. pete tae Gg th be 8 
Mr. Whitbread said, that it appeared from’ papers oi 
the table that the storekeeper of the 'magazine in Myde' 
Park never filled any military office, and ‘he also ‘ud: 
derstood that he was in possession of a’sinecure’ of: 
fice. He trusted that he would be removed before the 
next session : if not, he should feel himself ‘obliged, in‘ 
justice to many deserving officers, to make a motion ‘th’ 
that effect. ‘| 


INDIA PRIVATE TRADE. tke 
Mr. Prendergast rose to submit to the Hease.a mos’ 
tion for papers which he had made the other day; but 
which had bees withdrawn upon a point of form. .: As he 
had before explained himself sufficiently upon -the sub- 
fect, he saw no necessity for entering into it at any-wreat 
Jength at this time. He maintained that his statentent 
had not been overturned by any thing that -had fallen 
from the honourable chairman (Mr. Grant). He had 
stated the law aud applied it to the fact, and on both 
points he was perfectly correct. The honousable chair- 
man had said, that he bad derived his information from a 
memorial of some interested persons. He denied this, and 
observed, that he had not seen that memorial till after he 
had given bis notice. The houourable gentleman shen 
entered more particularly into a statement of the griev- 
ances nnder which the private trader labeured, from the 
conduct of the directors. He read the order which they 
ha! sent out to India, in 1803, as to the rates of freight 
with which the private merchant was to be charged—~ 
which were, 11/. per top during peace, and 14/. per ton 
during war, This rate was acted upon by the merchants, 
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in theit narangements.. No other order bad been made 
on this subject tll the 10th of August, 105. The ho- 
powrable chaieman had said; that tlris was the rate fixed 
during peace, but that a period of war altered the cir- 
cumstances—and that an order had been immediately sent 
out to fix a higher rate. This the honourable gentleman 
denies, apd apseried: that, on the contrary, an drder bad 
| ‘been published, ia 1505, confirrhing the samt’ rates ‘0 
freight. tbat had: heen established in June" 1803. -The 
Mperchants,. gensidesing these: as binding upon the com- 
ands had qaade . their. arranzeme-ts accotdingly. ‘The 
onourable chairman had stated, that »o extra ships had 
arrived.ia Ludia in the year 18U5-6,-becatse these ships | 
had beep tuyneid aside frota their destination, for political 
Purposes, oxet.whioh the directors trad no controul. But 
this was ane; of the .hard»bips of which the private mer 
chants, pattigalarly oomplained. They were unable to 
procyre.a supply of ships independent of the company. 
They made their arrangements in retiance upon the coms 
pany; and then, when they most wanted vesscls, the ships 
were taken away for political purposes, leaving the mere 
- chant completely in the lurch. This was an extreme 
hardship, aad one to whioh the private merchant ought 
not, inany view, to be subjected; but more especially when 
the cgmpaay, bythe act of 1793,was bound to atfurd every 
facilijy,and. accommodation. - ‘The honourable gentleman 
nggt.ataled,: that in 1806 it so happened that the ‘coin- 
pany. had some spare tonnage in their regalar ships, and 
in thease, therefore, the property of private merchants wag 
cayyeyed from India to this country. The private mer- 
' ghants of course thought that as they had no alternative, 
thay ywoukd only be subject to the rates of freight which 
the eompavy had promulgated. But when the goods ar- 
riyesk in this country they were charged with 44/. per ton, 
which, as the directors had the power of exacting in their 
own. hands, .the merchants were forced to pay! tle had 
before called this injustice and oppression, and he would 
nosp add that it was fraud likewise, because the directors 
bad eaployed the power which they possessed tu violate 
their own agreeincnt, and to disappoint the just expecta- _ 
tions of the private merchant. Mr. P. procecded (0 ob~' _ 
serve, that from 1805 till July 1807, no other advertise- * 
ment. jnitl been published; and conscyuently; in the year: 
1846 and part of 1807, the private merchants naturally 
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concluded (hat they would be permitted'to' comfvey iRete 
property af the old reés. But to all this the fotiohtable 
chairmen had replied, that a specific birzutn tad Been . 
maade by the merchants with the govetnment of i 
He (Mr. P.) bimself was on the spot; he was a £060 deat 
Juterested, and yet he had heard nothing of any duct base 
gain. He then remarked, that the diréetors had writtta 
to the governor-genesal in 1807, fixitig the’ rates for the 
previous three years. The honourable gentlethan ‘tead 
the ratee—season 1804, 30/. per ton in reguiet shipe 
geason 1804, 321. per ton in regulat ships, ard 29P-ta 
extra ships—season 1806, 26i. (on in extra ships, dha 
501. 10s. in regular ships. Not sdtisfied' with the agre 
goent which they had made with the Chancellor ‘of the 
Exchequer, for the accommodation of the’ private tradé, 
they had sent out orders to their government ih tidia to 
charge these high rates of freight there, while bere, By 
the strong arm of power, they charged treble the rate 
which they themselves had fixed. An hotourable gen- 
tleman below (Mr. Wallace) had, on a formet occasion, 
characterized his tonduct as unjust; bat when the House 
considerod the facts which he had now stated; he was. 
satisfied it woukl allow that he was fully watranted ‘itt tea 
torting the accusation, and in saying thht the proceéding 
_ @f the honourable gentleman was not only unjest, bat. 
marked by a total ignorance of the subject on which he 
had spoker. Mr E then adverted to the propési 
which the directors had made to the Chanceltor of the Ex. 
chequer, in which they had stated theit readiness to afford 
the private trader every accommodation, and to xHow him 
frieght on, the most reasonable terms, THis ‘oblization 
they had violated, and had sabjected the private trader 
te the consequences of the prodigality with whieh they 
~ amanaged thee concerns. But he ‘maintained, that they 
had wo right thus to waste the property of their cotsti« 
tueats, and of the public, upon whom their debts must 
witimately fall. He bad laid before the House facts which 
it was impossible to controvert; and his statement, he 
eontended, was in no respect cither unjust or erroneous. 
He concluded by moving, that the copy of the memorial 
of the directors to the treasury, in 1797, some time ago 
presented to the House, should be re-printed, &c. &e: 
. dar. Damdas observed, that the observations of the ho- 
nourable gentleman were premature, as the act of. 1792, 
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ars the, stk tlers, would come under consideration, 
aes. the See wis Farilished With ‘afl the tequisite ta: 
forreqtion.on the-subject, ‘“Thege papers'wibht not Gortt- 
bed tbe whole of the. question, ateéf tt was fot theres 
fom apn them alone ‘that jt onght ‘ He disciiseel.> He 
Srtamed the honourable pesitlemah for censuring the con 
dyet of the diréctors, before the necessary documents 
weerp before the House. er: 
fy: +, Wallace Yonintafred, that thongh' the princl pat 
facta stated b y the honourable gentleman were ‘correct, 
ithe. inference which he drew from them agatnst the di- 
Peelors.weswrone. The honortrable chairmart had stntett, 


_- that after the extra ships had‘ been Uiverted ftom thete 


intended destination for political Dut poses the mertchatitg 
thepeselves bad .requésted to be alfotved to ship their gbotts 
on board the regular vessels, upon payment of the same 
-vate of freight ys the company paid, which was 44/. pet 


.toa;3 and yet this favour was converted into a charge of 
@ppression and injustice. ' He wished the honotirable geh- 
ddéman had condescended to explain one fact. The pri- 


vate: merchants themselves, ‘as ship ownets, had let their 


_shigs te the company at from 19 to 2H. perton. How 


then could they expect that fhe company strould be abla 


$9 re-let their own ships to them at ‘44/, perton? The 
_ Yeal state of the. case whs, that as to the charge iti 1804, 


ofders had been sent out after the advertisement to reise 
the rate on account of the war. ‘The orders dit not‘ar- 


. Sive in proper tine, and the result was, that the ditectors 
_ had settled the account at 140. according to the original 


advertisement, 
Mr. Grant repeated what he had formerly said, that 
the Honse could not properly come to a ‘decision upor 


. those points, til{ the whole of the circuntstancés ‘came bes 
- fore itt. The agreement in 1793, the observed, went no 


farther than furnishing the private merchant with 3,000 
tons of shipping. He next gave a short history of the 
transactions between the company and the private mer- 
chants. The company had resisted the project of carry- 
ing home produce in Indin built ships, but in |802 an 
arrangement was made by which the company engaged (0 
Furnish the private ‘merchants with Enghsh built ships, ’ 
subject to the regulations of the company, at the low rate 
of 14/. per ton. Byt when the war commenced,’ ft wad 
Meccgsars to raise the rate of freight, and-orders were’sent, 


.] 
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st to raise it to 2%.; but it having bean state % 
had been already signified to the private mer 
the rate would be only 14/. for the year 1504, the dipeg, 
fars acceded to this. As the war continued the expe 
rose, but still the charges were within what the com 
themselves paid. His honourable friend (Mr. Wallaend 
had truly stated that the merchants themselves had. charge 
ed the company at the rate of from !9 to 21/. in. 18034: 
and hew could they expect to be supplicd cheaper ?. 
to the want of shipping at a particular period, he.repeat« 
ed that this bad arisen from the vesse!s having been, deta 
tained at Cork, Madeira, &c. for political purposes;, aad. 
it was impossible that the company could either qontagul 
this; or be ready with vessels to meet such an accidest. | 
Ig the year 1805 the private merchants had been turniske 
ed with tonnage in the regular ships at the rate, paid by 
the company, and what more could they expect? There. 
‘was no law or convention {n this case that could give the 
character.of injustice to these iran,actions. As to pube 
lications in the gazettes in India, he could not answer for 
these; but he could aver, that here the extra ships, in 
1805-6, were charged at only 142. with somc.excapliqns 
from particular circumstances, oh age 
Mr. Howard observed, that the evil arose not from the 
directors, but {rom the nature of the system. . 
struction, however, to the trade wag a most serious mate . 
ter. ‘The best plan would be, to allow the private mere — 
chants to provide their own ships; to be emp oye howe 
ever, under theinspection of the company. The present 
system hala tendency to force British capital into the . 
foreign India trade. - If the same facility was dtlowed by | 
this country, he was persaaded that the wholc of the India 
produce would find its way into the Thames, on accaunt 
of the greater security. He next adverted to the admission 
of the presidené of the board of coniroul, last year, that | 
the account between the public and the company might 
be considered as settled, by the payment made to the late 
ter of the balance of 1,500,000/. last year. But he now 
found that the company claimed nearly a million more. 
He also adverted to some improper practices with respect 
to the native troops in India—such as the choosing of 
twelve men from every grenadier company to form am. 
ornamental corps..: _ ; ; 
‘dr, Dundas admiticd that he had allowed that the ac« 


> 
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dbéirt between {hg company and the peblic had beew close” 
ed, with‘respect. to the, articles: whieh they shatl adder’ | 
thefY “consideration. Still, . however, the company might 


prefer’ & claim, but there might be also.a claim onthe’ 


paedlt ‘the public, ta meet it, and: till the indian regis‘: 
al accquiits were audited, it was-im possible to say how' 
thie’ matter exactly stood... As to the practices. respecting 
the troops, he had good reasdm to. believe that:the: honours | 
jte gentleman was mistaken. Lo nS 
’ Sir H. Afontgomes™ made a few observations, but in 
s0 low a‘ tone of voice, that we could not catch even thé 
saBstance. i, ee ee so 
‘iy. Moore contended, that every paper ought to be 
laid on the table that. tended to throw. any light on the 
state of the India trade. . The trade to Indin was the best 
trade we’ had. He strongly objected to the notion, that 
the question was nat.to be -discussed til the company 
came to the House fora renewai of theiv charter. If'no 
information'was to be given till then, the private mere: 
chants would be left completely in the dark, and very 
hardly dealt by. Lo. , os 
‘Mr. Prendergast observed, that he atated facts from 
unqnestionable authority. The honourable chairman bad 
sail, that the company was by law obliged to farnish 
only 3000 tans of shipping. He had understood, how- 
ever, they were obliged to ,furnish as.much as the private 
merchant might find necessary to carry home bis pro- 
duce. He always understood that the quantity was to 
be‘ regulated by the demand. The act on that point 
spoke for itself. Ele was surprized to hear the honourable 
chairman say, that the extra ships were only 'charged at 
the rate of [4/. per ton, at the very time that he himself 
had stated them to have been. carried away upon some 
olitical expedition. Ile denied having everdheard of the 
rgain with the government ot Bengal, to which the ho- 
nourable chairman had alluded, and remarked, that ne 
reply had beén attempted to. his statement of the rates of 
freight, that had been ordered in 1807. 
‘The several motions were then put and agreed. 


INDIGO TRADE. . . 


Mr. Prendergast next rose 10 move for documents con- 
nected with the indigo trade carried on by the hqnourable . 
chairman (Mr. Grant), in opposition to a bye-law of the 
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company. This he reg ted as very improper in ene 
who bad to act in a j tcial capacity upoe the cases of 
s ooneerned ia the same trade. This practice ia 
any director, but especially in the chairman of the cdurt, 
had a tendency te loosen the hands of that respect witich 
wes due to s0 high an officer. He concluded by movitig 
far a copy of the usnal oath taken by the directors whea 
aumiited into their offices, for the bye-law, &@c. Ac. | * * 
Mr. Grant stated, in bis defence, that be “was 
prietor of an indigo estate in the E@t Indies; that he had 
gteatly promoted the manofacture of the article, tit it 
now became the best of the kind in the world; chat whea 
de cante inte the direction thcre was no lrw un the sub- 
gect; that the matter, however, having from different 
causes been taken up by the proprietors, he bad stated 
his case to them ; that ihe directors had passed a resota- 
tion that his case did not come under the'law; that this 
vesolution was confirmed hy two cvurts of proprietors ; 
and that the oath had nothing to do with the matter, be- 
eause it supposed, in the terms of it, that a director might 
carry on a private trade, but that, at any rate, his re 
eeiving in this country tho prodece of his Inctla) estate 
was nut properly a commercial transtotion. Nevorthe 
dess, he had no objection to the granting of the papers. 
Mr, Dundas, Sir John Anstruther, and: Mr.:P. Moore 
observed, that there was, in fact, not the slightest ground 
ef change against the honourable chaitiman—and that 
there had been any such, the directors and proprtetots 
were the proper persons-to consider it. The House had 
mo jurisdiction. The matter, therefore, rested upon the 
bye-law, and with that, even sopposing tho case within it, 
‘the makers had a right to dispense. 
The‘question as to the oath, it was discovered, could aot 
be put, as it formed part ofan act of Parliament. Mr. 
P. wished to withdraw the other motions. Mr. Perceval 
enid, that as they had not been read by the Speaker, they 
could not be con-idercd as having been put. If they had, 
the House would in justice to the honourebdle chairman, 
have found it necessary not to permit thelr being with- 
drawn, but would have been bound to give them a ditect 
negative. Mr. Perceval said, that as it appeared to be 
the general sense of the House, that thts was not tho 
Laid tribupal, be wished to have tham considered ‘as net 
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ane i a 7 . 
g: On.the mation of Mr. Curwen, the House. proceeded 
_, 10 the order ofthe day, fur the further consideration of the 
. report ofthe seats in parliament Bill. wom, 
4,208 the question, that the amendment he read .a second 
lne,.. , 7 | 
 dMe., G. Joknstone stated, that. having some further 
obéervations (q make upon this measure, be should re- 
serve what he had to say till the question shouJd be put 
that (he bill be engrossed. - _ 
» After a short conversation between the Chancellor of 
he Excheguer, Mr. Bankes, and Lord Porchester, the — 
House, reeolyed . itself into a Committce to reconsider the 
‘Dill, so far as related to the first clause. ; 
_ Inthe Coruunittee the Chaucellor of the Exchequer pro- 
posed! a8 an gmendment to, that clause, ihat a penalty of 
COO{. should be impased upon any person, who obtained 
his seat by purchase, with money, or by 2-promise to give 
monéy, &c. for any city, county, town, borough, stewartry, 
gr cinguic port, fqgether with a disqualification to sit in the 
same place fos which he should so corruptly haye procured 
himself to be returned... , - _ 
_ This amendment was agreed to, after a short discus- 
sion, in which Mr. Bankes, the Chancellor of the Exche- 
uer, Mr. Pongosby, the Solicitor.General, and Mr, 
Tiere participated. The report was then bronght up, 
when Mr. Bankes moved an ainendment to the amepd- 
ment adopted in the Committee, that the disqualification 
should operate as to the whole of the Parliament, to which 
such undue return may have been obtained. A short dig 
cussign ensued, when a division tuok place, 
or Mr. Bankes’s amendment - 49 
Against it. + - - = = = Zl 


o_o 


Majority - - - - - - 9 
The House was then occupied in going through the 
various amenduents of the bill. oa 
Lord Millon moved, that the word ‘ express” shoukd 
he left out of the bill. The effect of leaving: (hat terin ib 
the bil] would be to augment the baneial influence of the 
Crown and Parliament, by th rowing into the patronage of 
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the treasury all the borouglis of the kinzdém!' 'Bubade 
bill had been so mutitated in af its’ parts,’ and! wus oe 411 
calculated to effect its objects, that although he! ntisht 
‘succeed in persuading the House to leave out thd tet to 
which he objected, he should still feel it his' duty ts vote 
against the bill. ne 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer’ contended,' thet Af 
the word objected to by the nobte lord were'to bé 1e@ bet 
no person who might be retaracd after a colitested' eleedan 
could have any security, if he had at ‘any titc- procetad 
an office fora friend, thatit might or would not be eWe 
upon him as having been obtained with a view Yo the efeéc- 
tion.. He was therefore of opinion that the-word 'shothd 
stand in the bill. ste aes et Haat 
' Lord Porchester thought that notliing coutd he tobe 
puerile, or preposterous, than the bit with ‘this exptessian 
in the clanse. He contended, that neithet'a uy, nor’ a 
Committee of that House, on their oaths, would pat any 
but the fair ‘construction upon such grants. -1¢ was, fn 
fact, requiréd of them to give that confidence to ministers, 
which they were not to give to the courts df justice,: aad to 
Committees of that House. If they shoald adept the 
clause with this word in it, what would the country thitk 
of them, but that they gave not only a pre-étaptton ‘bat 
an exclusive right to the treasury, and that téo #t @ time. 
when they professed to do away the practice of dispostug 
of seats altogether? If they shoald not get tid ‘of the 
word, he thought that they oaglit at least to get rid of the 
clause. UM 
The Solicitor General arrued at some length ta support 
of the clanse as it stodd. He did not think that airy danger 
could result from its operation, because the adiiniwtra- 
tion conld not possibly have at their disposal places ehowgh 
to barter for all’ the seats for boroughs; but if they had, 
‘they could not dotbetter than to give them to the friends 
of their opponents, and then they might get rid of them 
altogether. On the whole, he thought the particafar 
wording of the clause absolutcly necessary to theefficiency 
of the itt to ifs object ;- because the great pnrpose for 
which it had becn brought in was to prevent the whole- 
sale disposat of seats in that House for money.” 
Sir Francis Burdett thought the’ bill itself s0- ne- 
tory, that he felt no interest for ‘its success ; but Ne 
ought the zeal of the tearned gentleman who-wpoke fast 
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abad got the. beer of bis prydencc, as a member of the go- 
ivegnment,... While he,was arguing so strenuously against 
shee erpandment,: he wns always supposing such a corrupt 
oftfaie pf ithimgs to exist, as: absolutely made it necessary 
efor something te be-done.. The whole effect which his 
speech produced upon his mind was to make him think 
rithaathe amendment against which heargued ought. to be 
adopted.) . He-scemecd) (9 take for grauied, that the exist. 
n@nee(ef.edministratian was paly to be preserved by core 
bsapiien,- which, was prociscly what this bill proposed to 
a uncle As tothe distinotion which shad been. taken 
- Paiwerngiving mency and giving an office for the purpo: 
LOf obtaining, @ seat, he waa fee fram agreeing pith it, 
that his opinion was directly on the other side. The 
~jeayned ERptleman; had said,. that offices might be given 
odpnecently,..but. money never could, and the guilt must 
sRecessarjly attack te the peron.giving money. | He would 
vallow. that giving. money wag now prahibited, and theres 
.. fore if wns ‘legal lout if,it was not that it was, prohibited 
_ by law, be could not nat seehow more guilt eould attach 
ta giving money than to any other specice of corrypsion. 


. »He-theyghs that of all: species of corruption it was the 


rmdst.iayogent. - Hf those boroughs must bestill kept open 
for‘ the. purpose of traffic, it was the least mischievous 
~maole.ef trafickmg. He koew .that it was a common 
sexing; “the maa who buys supposes that he has a right 
40 el,” but-he.also knew many, instances of persons who 


| > purchased. their seats with the intention of acting inde- 


udently, and who did so act. A member whocomes | 

: 88 Eepresentative of -his own money may act indapen- 
1dlenily. if, he will.; bat. those who ape returned by the cor- 
-rwption of affice, come into the House bound, as it were, 
_ band.aad foot, and have.not the power. of acting inde- 
fpeadently. As to (he pensioned Parliament of Charles 
.the Seceud, that. bad been se.aften thrown in the iceth 
ofthe. Tory administration of those times, the excuse given 
: Mas, that such was the modesty of ihase times, that many 
yweul)-acaept a pension secretly who would be ashamed 
-t9 hold.an office, kn the present times it was also known, 
that. many would accept a bribe, when gildad with the 
name of an office, who would. be asha to take a bribe 

ja: money.. He therefore: thonght,. that, of all manner of 
-eomuptions, carruption by offices was the worst and most 
:dangesous. - As-to the influence of the crown, be always 
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thoucht, tbat the monopoly of the bérough-morrers ‘was 
as injurious to the legitimate rights of the sovercign, as to 
the interests of the people. The argament of the learned 
gentleman (the Solicitor General) had been defective im 
estupposing that it bad ever been represented that all the 
senis in Parliament couki be purchased directly by offices, 
W hat had been said was, that the patronage of the ministers 
would, when all competition was taken away, haye a pre- 
nderating infinence in the boronghs. Every body, 
owever, kacw that the patronage of ministers went mech 
further than the word officers expressed. Government 
had patronage cnouzh not only to purchase a majority of 
seats in that House, but to parchase almost the whole of 
them if they thought proper. It was from the speech of 
the leamed gentleman, in arguing against it, that he was 
convinced that the amendment was proper. 

Mr. Willerforce said, that the inconveniences which 
would follow trom not adopting the amend ment, appeared 
te him to be far greater than those which would follow 
from rejecting it. If this word ‘* express” were inserted 
in the bill, then it would be found impossible to convict 
any bods under the strongest and clearest circumstances, 
to prove that guilt whieh the object of this bill was ta 
guard against. He though! that when money was ex- 
cluded from the market, offices, titles, and other favours 
which ministers had to bestow, would be more operative, 
If it were once laid down that money might not be given, 
but that offices, contracts, and snch might, it could not 
be denied that-these considerations were equally corrupt, 
amd ought equally to be guarded against. He did fear 
that this one word ° express” would do more to imcrtease 
the influence of the treasury than the rest of the bill would 
do to diminish it. 

Sir W. Lemon was teady to ayree in any measure for 
reforming the extsting corruption, but must vote against 
the clause, if the word ‘‘ express” were retained. 

Mr. Curwen thonght that the adherence of gentlemen to 
this word, did call very much into question the sincerity 
of theif offers of supporting the bill. It appeared to him 
that this would dcfeat the main object of the bill, which 
was to rescoe the character of the House, and gain the 
confidence of the people. He thought the people would 
construe this clause as a mode of protecting that corrup- 
jion, which it was intended to destroy. He certainly did 
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think that. dhe goxryplion af mauey was of all others the 
most debasing, but he contended both against the,corrape 
ee of; mopoy and of ofice, Ibe gould however remedy 
anly,onc.of them at present, he theuglt it:wes an object 
gaipgd of.too much importance to abandgn the bill, evea 
though loaded with clayses and» provisions of which be 
did not approye. a. 
miryJohy Newport said, there was a double. disadvan, 
tage, in the,cosruption by oflige, ‘The office was badly dise 
charged, and the country had neither an, indepeadent 
mepaher, nor a goad officer. . 
Mr..Grattqn thought, that if the bul only excluded 
corruption by money, that it would noi only be defective. 
but ohjectional. He, should, however, suport ihe pres 
seni, bili, notwithstanding all i(s,defecis. He supported 
it principally, because by its preamble at declared what 
was before the couaman law of this country, but which is 
ractically fallen into disuse. It.declared that it was cone 
rary tolaw for money or offices to be given for seats in 
Parliament, , After that declaration, if ministers should 
be,detected in, giving offices for such purposes, they could 
net (as in a recent instance) cscape with impunity. 


. 


- dbr.. Secretary Canning agreed with what had fallen, 


froin the right hoxourable gentleman whia spoke lust. He, ° 
thought that it was of tbe utmost importance.to the House. 
and to the, country this bill should pass. Compared with 
the advantages of passing such a bill, he thought the obs, 
javtions to any pariicular clause or amendincat were uae 
important. ‘bhe principle of the bill was of more yalue 
than the deiails, and yet it appeared to bin that the ats 
tention of the Jleyse-had been this night distracted from 
the principle in the consideration of the wording of thig. 
amendment. -1f they were to look at the history of the 
bill, they would find that it originated in considering the 
broad fact’of persons obtaining seats in that House by the. 
payment of a sum of money. Anothicr casc atterwarda 
arese in the course of the debate, of offices being trans- 
ferred fur seats. Ifthen, the House were now, to, provide 
remedies tor the two cases which bad beep so stated, it 
appeared to him that they would have fully discharged 
their duty. The whole object of the clause iutroduced | 
by his right honourable fricud (Mr. Perceval) was, thag 
the Hause should take care, while they punished the guilty,, 
not to spread anct which, might catch those whe had diy 
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poset! of offices with the matt imeecett ' dsfentionst: He 
-coult eet ugree with. those whe: thotght: that: thin! chisbe 
having the word * express” in it, so vitiated :theswhbde 
-bill.as-te make X. aseios. He was. dure: thad his \lhicht 
borournble: fricad-whe introduodd | it coultk nos! dewerin- 
tend! it os a seseen -ov. protection td himself, ifor roman 
could ‘be fer frem suspicion of @ach practinan; bint the 
danger of punishmeist was not te mech fer thosentho vase 
‘ofSces'as these who asked ‘for thom-and obtaskert them. 
J€ this opinion of dmplicd cdntracts: were'to prevail, & ti- 
mister mint wo longer consnit bis frieuds:.apow eppoint. 
ments to office; but must-go ameng the-mbkb ef hu, péf- 
-Afeal enemics, 10. consider whe bad. bred sol ‘deeded by 
hostite to him.cithe? in prevate-tife of ia pabiso, -shelt He 
aight ventuse-to give bim a. ‘Pince withone shiparidtn of 
looking fur a vote... We weuld scan-ste itv the papers 
that on such a dny-a gendleman weatevesto the biber vide 
.of the House, and made a ardent barity oe minister, 
for the ptrpose of qualifying himself te-held a bigh sitaa- 
tion. (A lawgh.) Suppose, for the mke:-of-ungamont, 
his honourable friend, the member for: Yurkshipe (Mid. 
Wilberforce), should make application éer saineiniper~ 
fant situation, he would say, the appeintnent of recejveq- 
general for a friend of his, the tres of private friendship 
and re-pect must cease to operate; aod: the ‘ntiniter wénid 
be reduced to a sort -of cathechiam like this; Pray, ‘Sie, 
did he ever get any votes for you at the électgon ?”.: No. 
<¢ Did any: of his friends, relations, or connectionry vote 
for yoo 2" No, not te my knowledge. ‘*O then-I eah 
gafcly give the plaee.” (4 laugh.) This would ee the 
awkward situation to which ministers would be rédaced. 
St was impossible that any minister could be personalig ac- 
quate with all the atcn that it was neecssary for him te 
ptnoe in offices. [le could only take the recommendation 
of: his friends, and of those gentlemen who,’ from theit 
Jocal situation, were acquainted! with the persons,-or theit 
fitness for the-offices to which .they recommended. them 
$f local influence was to be nitogether abolished, it-would 
be neccseary in every office as well as in the exeise, te 
transplant men from Laucaster to‘Cornwall, or the most 
distant parts of the kingdom, in order that they might 
ave ao focal attachments, nor the power of obliging any 
one by a vote. - He hoped, that notwithstanding the 
parental feeling which the honourable penileman (Mx 
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oBurwen) might tbe maturalhyrexpocted 4o- entertain {forhis 
oddly ha would) nbt stepethér aban oh ion gocount of this 


4 . : ' , ws . : 
zs) Madoran ee Gb ah nthe oat cop Ut ead 
Cd i on 


ji yidlei Wiad read saad, diat ifthe object of: therrightih 

-mounnb lege nileoan: ( Mn.:Canning),:- was merely: toventer 
ritainothe il odse,: add shew ‘hie great: commarl-of the ding. 
obipbikingunge,; he covtainly: had accomplished. that dhjeot, 


- sgaubeJbed.cameased the House,.and. shown his power fof 


words +: dustdé ligiexpecied to couvines' any-sing le: menthec 
0k thal Howe that the word {‘exisgess” ought.to -e¢: suf- 
~fered te semmin-in the clause, he had.completely. failed. - 
- He coicluddd iby dayingy:he hoped the honvarable .gen- 
tleshan{ Mr. Garidn)) would. liavevtoa strong. a patenutal 
ofbeling fordkiq bilbcto-abanon. d.. i Addhongh.‘the ovigiaal 
‘Will maght- becdalted tha chikd of the mover, yot if that 
-phild; hadi been changed, ana another put la -its place of 
avery didestné featwres ond: complezien, he did not seo that 
; aay parental fecling called ‘upon -him te adopt whut, was 
-Rot.so-sauch higibwnichild as the child: of the right honour- 
able. gentleman.on the other side:af the House. He thought 
Aight and. darkness were not more opposite than the prin- 
-aple ofthe exigimal bill, and the c which was now 
oposed to. be amendpd....As to the - history of ithe bili, 
¢ mustibeg leave to set the right honourable Seerctary 
inight. ; t:.did not origiaate from .a discovery that seats 
dead somtitimes: been obtained.fex a sume of money, ‘but it 
.was the time that the right honourable gentleman (Ms. 
Perceval) was bringing ia his. bill against brokers trafick- 
dng in: places and offices, that hie borourable friead had 
1. to introduce a. clause against tenficking for seats 
n.d azliament,. which: .it was: warde thought better 


' 49. brtiag- forward in the shape of a separate. bill.. The 


Decessity:. of some: sart of a bill to prevont this coernpt 
Atafliciwas made most-evideat by the specific and: immig: - 
talceable transaction. of. Lord Casticreagh. He considered 
that that.decision would remain on the sepords pf. the 
House,’ a: isting mamorial of .the inteation af the House 
10 screcm delinguenis. After that transaction, it was in | 
possible-that his honourable friend. (Mr. Curwen), sheuld 
not have the corruption by the grant of offices -fully-as 
Moh in-his conteraplation, ‘as the corzaption Ly moneyr 
If the right honourable sseretary (Mr. Canning) would new 
isy aside all the fancifal suppositions and extravagant 
eoticeite with which he had amused the House,’ and, comp 


rd 
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to sober rrasonirig on the subject, he thought it wae iw- 
possthle for him to say, that sach a case: as Re-had sey- 
pored for his friend (Mr. Wilberforce), or sack topice as 
e had urged, could by any _postbility hewe the temnt 
weight before any Contmittee ef the House, or tay jury, 
‘ar any man, upon his oath. A right honourable’ and 
learned geutleman (the Solicitor General) bad stated, that 
if the word ‘‘ express” was not to stand in the clause, tive 
table of the House would be covered with petitions, which 
would have no other foundation but some of these implieil 
contracts. Now he would tel? that right honouradlg end 
learned gentleman, that if he happened to argue prefes- 
sionally against the petitioners under sach cicumstatices, 
he need not exert much of his zeal, or mech of his‘elo- 
uence, to persuade the Committee that such petition 
ould be rejected as frivolous or vexations. ‘This bein'¢ 
the case, the evil so mach ferred, of the table being co- 
vered With frivolous petitions, would be able to correct 
iteelf. As for the supposition of the minteters ever being 
obliged to go to their political enemies to- recommend them. 
Persons to fill offices, that supposition could have been, 
only made to produce a lauch;: for he would ventere to 
say, that if any of the opponents of the ministers were to 
recommend a person fora place, ministers would always 
shew sufficient firmhess to resist such a recommendation. 
The alterations which had been made int the bidl were in its 
most important and efficient parts. ' In the first place, the 
House could not bear that its members shoutd be obliged 
to tnke the oath with the penalties of perjury annexed to 
.it. Those who elected them were, however, obliged to 
take such- an oath, and therefore it appeared thet it was 
not intended that there should be any equal jastice betweca 
the electors and the elected. The people mast believe, 
that the reason the oath was left out was, that the House 
wished to screen corruption in its own members, and were 
afraid of their incutring the penalties of perjury. After 
they had thus got rid of the most operative part of the 
bill, they introduce this word ‘ express,” which they did 
not borrow from any act of Parliament in existence, and 
which would effectually protect all corrupt proceedings 
of theirs in the disposal of offices. He verily believed, , 
that if such a bill with the word “ express” in it had been 
ever so long in operation, there would have beca many 


- ee, eae 


ceuntry. He 
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members found. to vete, that” even the {ransaction of Lord 
Castlerengh aad Mr. Reading was nat: an express contract 
for an office. Uf then the bill, after their alteration, -was 
mately: te prevent men of property:trom going: to the 
markel, aud allowing government to have it entirely to 


themelyes, he thought it would -be better that no sagh 


bill sheuld pass. The people ef England woald naturally 
believe that this werd had been introduced as a shield for 


all manner of corruption on the part of ministers, and 


teteke away ull protection from it on the part of the 

had so strong an. objection to this word 

standing part of the clause,. that if it were to.continue in 
ity he should find himself obliged to vote against the bill. 

Mr. Secretary Canning said, that ia ‘the case alluded 

to, with respeot to the. barter of a writership for a seat in 


‘Parliament, it was determined that the intention of the 


agreement had not been carried inio effect, and that was 
the cause of the. transaction not being punished, which 
was an acknowilelgment, that if it had been carried into 
effect it would have.been punished, and.ought, therefore,: 
to be satisfactory on that head. 
- Thelion. Mr: Littleton said, when his honourable friend 
brought in this bill, he hailed it as a measyre which he 
haped would be propitious to the wishes of the country, 
but i¢ had been so altered. and mutilated, that he could 
net. think of. voting for the shadow when the substance 
was gone. A. division then took place: =~ - 

In favoar of the amendment 74—against it 97. 
Another division took place on the clause itself which was 


. 


carried, by 75 against 57. . 


A division then took place on the question that the bill 
be engrossed: Ayes, 84—Noes, 33. _ 

Mr. Adam gave notice, that he would bring up two 
new clauses on tlie third reading, which was fixed fer 
Monday. . 

Fhe Attorncy General withdrew his bill relating to se- 
ditious societies, but gave notice that he would bring it 
forward early in the next session. —Adjourned. 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 
MONDAY, JUNE 12. . 


The Irish annuities bill, and the Irish spirit duties. bill, 
were read a third time and passed. 
Vor. IlI.—1809. 4 
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On the third reading of the Bermonfleey parachia} raru- 
lation bitl, some objections were made by Earl Sianhepe, 
who was replied to by Lord. Walsingbam aud the Lor 
Caancellor. After some conversation the question, wap 
putand the House divided, ery 

For the third reading— : ees 

Contes. - «= = © 5 
Not-contents - . l 
Maprity Zeta 
‘The bit) was read a third time.and passed. nn 

The Earl of Besborough reported from ‘the. Commities 
to whom the Manchester water-works bill bad been pecara- 
mitted, that the standing orders had not been camplied 
with, and afterwards moved that the bill be.read a third 
time.— ‘This motion was opposed by the Bar] of Wiltan, 
and a long conversation ensued, in which thase.noble lards, 
the Earls of Haedwickeand Ross] yn, Earls Grosvenor, Stan- 

, the Lord Chancellor, Lords Harrowby and Redes~ 
dale participated. ‘The nesult was, that the metian was 
withdrawn, and an order made to take the standing orders 
into considcration the next day, for the purpose ot capsi- 
dering whether they should be suspended with. rcapect te 
this bill, and also that the Lords should be summened. 

The third reading of the office sale prevention. bill was, 
after afew words from Earl Groavenor, who wished to 
make some observations on the bill, postponed till the 


next day. ; 

. PROTEST 

JN THE HOUSE OF LORDS AGAINST THE PASSING OF THE 
WAR TAXES EXTENSION BILL, JUNE 19. - 


Dissentient, 


1. Because this bill purports to provide for the supply 
of the present year, by taking one million annually of the 
war taxes. , 

2. Becanee this new and dangerous measure has beer 
introduced into this House ata period of the seasion wher 
it cannot possibly receive that considcration and attention 
with which it ought to be examined by every braneh of 
the k-gislature of our country. 

3. Because no information has been laid before us to 
jastify (he enormous increase of the public expeuditure 
during the last two years; and the consequent necessity of 
large and continual increasing loans. . 
\ 


f 
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4 &.' Becwasethe present meagare is subvessiveof:the prin- 
tity on whieh the sinking funds and war taxes have 

h strccessively established and augmented—principles 
Yavartably adhered to under every change of men aad 
measures during the last three and twenty years, and now 
first abanloned. 

5. Because the system, of which this measure is, we fear, 
the commencement, will rapidly absorb all the extraordi- 
nary resources provided by the wisdom of Parliament te 
meet the exigencies of war; and will, within a very 
few years, plunge the country tuto financial difficulties, 
‘eueh‘as have never yet been apprehended evra by those _ 


who have thonght must unfrvourably of the resenrces of 


‘the country. 

'§. Because we consider this-bill not only as a most ine 
provittent aid iajurions finagciel measure, but also as 
founded on political views peculiarly inapplicable to our 
presentsituation. Engaged ina long and arduous strugele, 
We ere now adopting a policy which, in the same instant, 
diminishes our income and enormously increases our ex 


“penditnre. We are doing this at a time when wisdom - 
“wrt justice equally require a mote eonomical and provi- 


dential policy ; which, while it sacrificed no real.prose 
pects of advantage, and refuscd itself to no well-founded 
olxim for assistance, should look with a much more jeas 
lous anxiety to the present interests and ultimate seearity 
of eur own country ; and establish, instead of delusive, 
temporary, and ruinous expedients; a solid basis of per- © 
manent resources—the only fit provision for a contest of 
indefinite curation, and in the issue of which our existence 


is involyed ! 
SIDMOUTH. 
ROSSLYN. 
GRENVILLE. 
CARRINGTON. 
YARBORQUGA. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
MONDAY, JUNE 12, 
The consolidated fund bill was read a third time and 


P : \ 
_ Sir Thomas Turton gave notice of his intention, early 
in the next session, unless his majesty’s ministers them- 
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selves took up the point, to submit some proposition ‘on 
the subject of the scale of income, and exemption of the’ 
property of foreigners from the furtds. ' soot 

Sir T. Tarton asked of the president of ‘the board! of - 
controul, observing none of the director. of the Exstintlia * 
compauy present, if it was the intention of the cotrt of: 
directors to persevere in the resolution they had come to, 
for the recul of certam unfortunate perso.s who had‘pro-' 
cured situations under the company in India, by corrupt | 
means. 

Mr. Dundas stated, that he understood it to be the che 
termination of the directors, at present, not to depart from - 
the resolution they had co:me to on thi- subject.- "oS 

Sir T. Turton said, in that case, he shoul! give notice 
of a motion as to the opinton of the Committe: on East 
Jndia patronage on this subject, for Wednesday next. 


JUDGES SALARIES. 


The House then went into a Committee on the judges” 
salaries bill. : 

Mr. Bani.es proposed a clause to prevent the salu of the 
office of clerk of assizc, and to render it an office during 
pleasure, instead of being as at present, dering life. 

Mr. Perceval observed, that this office had not been 
sold during the time of any of the present judgcs. To 
render the person holding the office removable, however, 
at pleasure, would be to subject hin to be removed al the 
discretion of every senior judge as he went the circuit. 1¢ 
wir understood that this office was not in future to ‘be 
80nd, , ra 

The clause was accordingly withdrawn. : 

Mr. Bankes objected to the increase to the salaries of 
the chief justices in Wales. In this he was supported by 
Mr. Abercrombie, and opposed by Mr. Perceval and- Mr. 
Ryder. —The clause was carried. 

Mr. Bankes objected to the increase of the salaries of 
the Welsh judges generally, on the ground of the inuti- 
Jity of the continuance of the four circuits in that country, 
and of its having been recommended by onc of the reports 
of the finance Committee to turn the whole into one. 
The effect of the present increase to all -the judges would 
only be, in the event of an after compliance with this te- 
commendation’ of the finance Committee, to occasion a 
Javish expenditure of the publi¢ maney in causing an 
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additional, recompence in proportion to the increased 
salaries; ta be granted. a, 
. The Attorney General said, the idea of refusing to in- 
creasg, the, salasigs of the Welsh judges might bave the 
effect. pf starving them out; hut that, he was satisfied, 
was mot.ithe wish of his..honourable friend. As to the. 
idea of abolishing any part ef the judicial establishment 
in Waalgs, he had never beard that this was desired by the 
people. ot that conntry. . _ 

Sir A. Piggott thought the nugmentatiou essential to 
the dig.tity of the judicial character. ' 

The resolution was then agreed 1d. 

Mr. Bankes proposed a clause for prohibiting Welsh 
judges trem balding seats in Parliament.. 

Mr. Perceval dissented trom aay such idea, Those 
judicial characters from Wales who bad been candidates 
for seats in Parliament, had been the most distinguished 
persons from that country. 

Str S. Romilly maintained, that for the last 30 years the 
Welsh jadzes, with only three exceptions, had been 
chosen frem.among genticmen of the profession who were 

anembers.of. that House. =. a 

Mr. Loekhart saw no occasion for the exclusion. 

Fheclause was negatived. 

Mr. Horner proposed:s clause for preventing any of 

the judges of the principality in Wales from practising 
as a lawyer during the period he ought tebe going the 
assixe, 
The Attorney: Generel objected to the clause, on the 
ground of there being. no necessity for it; and that even 
a whisper wonld be sufficient to correct the .practice 
without the aid'of an act of Parliament. 

After a few additional observatians by Mr. Horner, Mr. 
Perceyal, and the Attorney General, the clause was nega- 

tived. 

' ‘The other clauses were gone through, and the House re- 
sumed, when the report was ordered to be received the 
next day. ; 

A message from the Lords stated their lordships having 
nzrecd to the agent-general’s bill, the Irish glebe house 
bill, the vote of credit bill, the assize fees bill, &c. 

Mr. Alderman Shaw presented a petition trom the go- 
vernors of the London lying-in hospital, and another from 
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the small-péx hospital, praying relief. Oitteted Yo lie dn 
the table. un. 
' Lord Cochrane gave notice, that he shank? eatly in the 
next session of Parliament submit a motion to thé Fotise; 
as to the more equal and better distribution of prize money. 
Also a motion relative to the fortifications of Portstnayti. 
Mr. Simeon abandoned his motion retative to the'a 
pointment of masters in chancery, on tlre ground, thit 
there was already sufficient evidence on this subject before 


the House, in two several reports of finance Committecs: 


FINANCE. - 


‘Mr. Vansittart brought forward a string -of resolttions 
relative to finance, as is usunl at the end of the session: 
The first’ resolution was read pro forma. ‘they were 
ordered to lie on the table, and to be taken into-consider- 
tion on Monday next. hors 


CRUELTY .TO AMINALS. 


Sir C. Banbery moved. the seoond readiag of: the 
bill {o prevent cruelty to animals, dwelling upon several 
of the different species of cruelly practesed io heres, 
dogs, &c. ” 

Mr. Windham was sorry to feel himself obliged to o7- 
spose the bill. He was satisfied, nol only that no good 
grould result from it, bat that it would be found to be 

rtial and unequal, and unbecoming the digatty of that 

ouse. Itapplied to one class, while thers of infinitely 
er importance wereleft untouched. The heaourable 
barenet had shewn how contem ptibic the measure was when 
he talke«d! of the ears and tails of horses, as if the conduct 
of the grooms, to whom they were to be eninusted, was to 
come under. the cognizance of the House. This bit was 
‘one of the meral duties ; its abjeols were of impcricet 
obligation. He should say nothing farther agaiust the bill 
“at present, but should reserve himeelf tillthe following day. 

‘The bill. was then read a second time, and committed 
for the next day. 


SEATS IN PARLIAMENT BILD, 
On the motion for the third reading of this bill, 
Sir T. Turton rose to express his sentiments on the 
principle of the bill, not having had aa opportunity to 
do so 1» a former stage. He expressed his a:sent gene- 
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rally to parkamentary reform, and his surprise at the 
absence of an honourable baronet (Burdett) always favour- 
able, to reforre. The bill was greatly docked, but still he 
hailed: it as if, stood as the harbinger of future good things. 
At the same time he must. say the bill had greatly disap- 
pointed hisempectations. , | 
__ Mr. Johnstone contended that the conduct of Parlia- 
mgt, of late years, had been such as to.entitle them to 
the, thanks of the country, in comparison with what it had 
been under their ancestors.. The hononrable baronet had 
talked of the exhausted nature of the constitution, and - 
of the itectessity of having it renewed; yet he had not told 
at what period it was in a better state. He was against 
any experiment on owr vitals, which he educeived ito 
be the abject of many genilemen to make. The present 
bill be confessed was very different from what it had been, 
but still he objecied toit as the first measure of a system 
as the acknowledgement of a defect in our representation, - 
the existence of whiclr he did not admit. He objected to 
a principle, the object of which was change, and which, 
in bis jadement, conld anly predace evil. PO . 
dy. Abererombie would have voted for this bill if his 
only objection had been that it did not go far enough. 
But this: was far from being the only objeetion. As the 
bill steod at, present it woald do a great deal of mischief, 
He wouk! oppose it because it wanted the oath, and also 
‘beéause_the introduction of the word ‘* express” rendered 
the provision against corrupt agreements perfectly nuga- 
tory. These were radical defeets, and the bill, by throw. 
jeg. additional power into the hands of the treasury, would 
do mischief; but could hardly do any good. - 
Mr. H. Thornton thought it absolutely necessary that 


‘there should be a.least a declaratory Jaw to skew that the 


‘sale of seats in Parliament was a crime. In this point of 
view he thought this bill would be useful. He also ap- 
proved of the bill because he saw ne reason .when an evil 
was clearly pointed out even in the constitution, why 


_ that evil should not be met hy a remedy. He thought it 


absurd and inconsistent to punish voters for selling their 
votes, and to leave wholesale corrupfion of the same kind 
‘unpunished. He hoped that Parliament would at a fu- 
ture opportunity put down the practice of giving money. 
to voters fousteen days after the election, which was a 
rede of evading the bribery laws. 


ees, 
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. The Secretary af War was a great admirer of the Bri- 
tish constitution as it existed, and saw no reason fot any’ 
yeform. The voice of the people was at present sufficitatly ° 
heard, as had lately been proved. He saw no practical’ 
jaconvenience in the sate of seats. Persons who camé 
‘into Parliament for money, were not at all more likely to’ 
attend to turning it info account in the way of traffic than’ 
ethers. ‘They often came in at less expense than others ;' 
and might have other objects of ambition than moncy. 
He would, however vote for the bill. or 

Mr. Adam observed, that when it was stated anfl ad- 

mitted that seats in that House were bought and séld to a’ 
grent extent, some remedy was necessary. But the prac- 
- tical representation of the people was good; and he felt 
himself in this unfortunate situation, that he must either 
make a distinction between office and money, which he 
could not do, or entertain the question of reform in its 
broadest sense. The only way in which he could get ont- 
of this dilemma was to vote for the rejection of the bill, 
with an understanding that the subject shonld be brought 
forward early in the next session. He also stated a variety 
of objections to the details of the bill. He suggested to 
gentlemen for consideration three defects in the existing 
election law.—Ist, the want of a petitioner, who in some 
cases could not at present be had.—-2d, the circumstance 
that in cases of salc or bribery, no petition could at pre- 
sent be received after fourteen davs from the meeting of 
Parliament.—And Sdly, the want of evidence. He had 
prepared some clauses to remedy these defects: but he 
thought the best plan would be to reject the bill at pre- 
sent, aud take the subject into consideration the next 
session. He objected likewise to the word ‘* express” as 
applied to an agreement, which wasa novelty in the taw. 

The Solicitor General defended the word ‘* express,” 
and contended that it was a common expression applied 
in this sense in acts of Parliament. He thought this bill 
would do great good as a declaratory Jaw, ‘and he was 
satisfied that the mere‘declaration of the law would be 
sufficicnt to remedy the evil without ‘any penalty. ~ 

Lord Archibald Hamilton contended that the gentlemen 
on the other side were making an experiment on the vitals 
of the constitution, by the continuance of the most zlar- 
ing abuses. The noble lord briefly stated the circuni- 
stances that led to this measure, and plgced in a strong 
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light the injory done to tite constitution by the defence of 
cottipt practices; on the ground that they were so fe- 
néral and holorious, that it was cruelly to prosecnte an- 
individual. It had-aow clearly appeared that the highest’ 
political profligacy was considered as compatible with 


private honear. ‘To correct these ruinous principles and 


practices his hononrable friend (Mr. Curwen) had intro- 
daced his bill; of which he was a warm susporter.—Buf 
now, he believed, scarcely five lines of that bill were lcft. 
It was entirely altcred, and would tend only to make the 
matter worse. Lic therefore agreed with his learndd friend 
(Mr. Adam) tliat it would be bette: to reject the Bill, aut 
take np the business next session. an 
, Mr. D. Giddy maintained that property ought to be 
the criterion of representation in that Housce-——and as a 
corollary from this he maintained that property could only 


be represented through the means of influence or interest, 


i 


He contended that property whe well represented as: mate 
ters stood at: present. He could not consent to exclude 
gentlemen in office from: the House; antl be again re- 
peated, that he thought the crown ought té-have ‘congi- 
derable inflaence in that House. Hewas fully pérsnaded 
that such a state of things was the best-caldutated to pro- 


. mote the interests of the people, and secure the objects of 


good government. He then again affirmed, that one 
week of confusion, such as might be excited by assertions 
that the income tax might be taken off, &c. would do 
more real ‘harm than all the corruption that had existed 
since the Revolution. He thought, however, that the bill 
would do more good than harm, and would, therefore, 
vote for it. | 

- Sir Francis Burdett, in cvory consideration he was able 
do give that bill, from the moment of-i's original intro- 
duction, and through the various. discussions which at- 
tended its further progress, declared he could arrive at no 
other conclusion than that it was a measure of indemnity 
for past corruptions, and of security for future-similar of 
fences. It had been contended by the last speaker, that 
no.improveracnt or refuris was necessary, ii as much as 
all the defects.of avhich coinplaint was made arose front 
the legitimate in@uence cf property ; and that, of course, 
political power was, and gught.te be, couneeted: with 


_ guch influence.. Without explaining the vroands anon 


which such a #oltitical proposition gucht to be token, 
Vou. Il.—13809. AN 
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the arguwent of the benourable gentleman answered -itectf. 
For if those plecas and that influence, which sue:-the 
ofects of property, and frem property. alone: tnke: their 
title to influence, are to be thus defended, what.mas. the 
defence for the continnaace of influence uncosnected: with 
property, where emolument waa the produceaad ae duty 
the exercise? Were, he asked, such a species of inflgapec 
to draw the same support for political power oa: m3 
If it was not, and sea he centended, then, he ack, 
in what the utility of this-mensure copsigted, and in mhet 
way could ils proposed advantages operate? Asan animy 
to corruption, ho asked, did it diminish either its andtces 
of its influence? Did it, though professing reform, effect 
any on¢ measure of advantage, the acoamplisbaent -of 
which could alone prove the.use of parliamentary seharm ? 
The honqurable mover, who originally. ptroduced the | 
bill, could, in its present state, searcely acktow sit 
as bis.mecasure. lis, indeed, must bea mobility ef, ap- 
litical feeling, if, so metamorphosed, he -coald recegnise 
it as his own, melted down, as it had beenso completely 
in the crucible of the Chancellor ef the Exchequer. 
By whom was it supperted? What iafivence,.. under 
those changes; which some would affect to, call imnrav- 
ments, now recommended it tv the sanction: pf the 2. 
Strange to tell, this measure of reform, this remedy for 
existing evils, this, which in its operation wast have 
the powerful effect of preventing their recurteace, wns 
now recommended, fostered, and improved by. the very 
persons who either had committed, were accuged: of com- 
mitting, or by ibeir votes in that Honse, had: canctioard 
the very criminal transactions and offenecs ngeinst the 
princip es of the gonatitution and: the iodepeudenes,-of 

arliament, which this very billy §° supported, now went 
to remedy and redress. Could the House forget what was 


_ the nature of the plea when such transactions were offered. 


to be prayed at its har ?—when the very audhon of. this 


" pill (for so changed, en perverted frum its original inrport, 


that be could nat call it any Jonger the acnsure of the 
honaurable gentleman behind him, Mr, Curwea,) had 
himeelf been accused of conniving at such an ofeuce— 


_ when bis noble colleague (Castlereagh) near him had, 


from his qwn lips, been self-canvicted, when, indted, fran 
every gide of the House justification and nol corrective, 
ws the fenor of individual sentiment and of general dis: 





- Tesliseeasf criminal jurisptudence, where t 
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cussion. And in'what did that jdstification consist? It. 
.Wad ohiby: t6 ‘be ‘found. fn. the extensivencss of: this great: — 
idéngen ution offence. - Now; it did-happen, that in our 

@ ignotant, atid; 
othez poor: ‘atid. the wretched: had to answer for theiy mis-; 
‘deeds: that-‘thove véry crown lawyers who bere’ defended. 
hat crishe-upon ‘ity extensiveness and its frequency, coR-, 
wertel ikat very frequency and -extensiveness, in the 
| Srge dase y ifito. an aggravation of the crime, and. into. 
@v additional-argament for the propriety of conviction, 
‘gid the necoysity of a severe punishment. Had the House, 
«when such. offences were ‘directly charged against indi-, 
*Viduals; heard ariy such constitutional doctrine from 
‘ these whose’ situations bound them to deliver it? No, no. . 


‘Neither direct acousation, ‘neither keknowledged fre-. 


queacy and admitted extensiveness, had prodaced any 


- effeet, until the evil itself, and the soarce from whence it, 


: erpanated, became too evident to be longer concealed from. 
the people oe protected by these interested. And what,, 


after all,'-was the remedy ?+-A ‘measure in.iis origin far: . 


. from ‘being edectual, but, under ‘its present modifications, - 
gnly what he must repeat, an indemnity for past offences, 
“and a secuvity: fer fature corruptions. There has, how- 
ever, resulted this beneficial eonsequence—that the coan-. 
try dels: that thie Honse acknowlodges the absolute ne- 
: Gesgity' of something being done. You yourselves hava | 
-now admitied the propriety of the question. You heave. 
discussed’ a especies of what you call-reform. Whatever 
reform such'a meabure may create in the: regulations of. 
your Ifoase, I strentfously deny: that it tends to any refoym 


: in. the repreentation of the people: I am, Mr. Speaker,. 


and.ever have been, reaty to avow my opinions wpon alk 
“public subjects, agd-k do presume my convictioa of the 
abeolute necessity of a veform in the constitution is very 
well ascertained.: Were I then to-subscribe.to. the preseut 


. Measure, as constituting any exscatial part of the reform 


whielr 1 feel to be nécessary, I'should then be guilty: of 
not only: having aggravated theevil, but of having-added 
‘inpory to insult, inthe disappointinent such a course. 


~ of conduct. would give to.the fair hopes: of the eountry.. 


I speak thus, because [ am convinced that such an affec- 
tation of reform world got satisfy that enlightened portion. ° 


:. of the British people, to whose judgment, and whose tlis- 


Crinination, whutever the gentlemen who meet here may. 


@ 
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say te the contrary, I am and ever shall be most deseorw. 
te give eredit-and attention. Al that has or'is demandeat’ 
are the rights of the constitation. . Upon that cotstitution 
individnats will speak according to the particutar bia of 
their opinions and their objects. (lear, hear! fromtae 
ministerial benches: ) ‘Fhose gentlemen who -so ‘touts! 
cheer, perhaps; sappese me to have been caugitt tn-semert 
trap. ‘Thev vwitl, however, please to recatlect that I trave- 
professed to. be no speculator upon the constitution, that I 
ve testimted my opinion by the stotntes of Pariemortp 
aed that for every abuse of which [ have complained, and- 
for eveey remedy which I have felt it my duty to “-propesc, 
Ithave given from: those stafates both chapter and verse. 
Notwithstanding such has been my condwet, ‘I hive -been 
opposed with objections incensistent with théchselves.: 
By a noble lon! ¢Porehester) it -has ‘been objected that irr 
dedacing my views from the statates of the land, I have‘ 
restricted myself to a narrow, fow, and dametractive Hine: 
of information——by others { trate beew charged with being 
the supporter of abstract charges inapplicable to the prac-' 
tieal and beneficial excrcise of our pablic ‘deaties, The 
time is now arrived when I feel it necessary no tonger to 
leave room for those insinuations which have been'sp fre! 
quently and so generally expressed undet (he defmition of 
ublie demagogues and popular agitators, awd of which’ 
know that I was the butt. On my part there shalt:be 
noambiguilty. I wish the people, apon this vitel-ques-' 
tion of ycform, to kaow the nature asd extent of my ‘opi- 
nion; and [ am determined that this House shall: not se-' 
perate—that its members shall not return amongst their. 
oonstituents—in: fact, that this House shall not continue 
fonger in tbe contaminated state in which it has exhibited’ 
itself, without giving some pledge to the -country of -ity 
future intention upon the vital question of referm, and . 
thereby giving peace and confidence to the public mind. 
With that object it is my intention to come down ‘to this 
House aud’ propose a short resolution, calculated to in: 
form this House and the people, of the length I am in- 
clined to go. I have only to add, that my views on the 
eubject are neither hastily considered. or suddenly put 
into a practical system. Whatever opinion may:be ul- 
timately pronounced upon them, I feel the consolation of 
having ‘weiched them with attention. IF have thercfore’ 
only to take the present epportuatly of giving notice that- 
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on 4opmiorrow I wil submit to this House a resolation: 


binding: itlearly in: the next session te take, into its consi- 


devstion the prdpricty of a parliamentary reform. - - 
olf: Gubwen defended: the bill even-undenthe change! 
which he Immefted had taken place. If however, only’ 
the! prdamble: passed. lic thought ‘it effected atvery great: 
Fotisess; of ‘the eviis'which were admitted -to: exist.: Ja 
driving imoncy ‘out: of the influence in -retarne to thatt 
Honde, he thought mach was achieved, and at the come 
mencemént' bfa system of' practical reform, he had, whats! 
eWer nly be! the fate of the bill, the pleasing consolation 
Of-bavingiinteodneed it. - bb Gee Fe ne eT 
Mr: Windinm;' in:a-epeech Teplete with point, argucil! 
aginst the {principle of the -bill.. (He agreed with the 
honenrable! bagonet’s (Burdett’s) observation, namely, this. 
wis'a ‘sobt‘of ‘attempt at-reform, and with kin: he-repro- 
bated it, becduse: it could: protluce no geod.. If it- had 
only to:do what tbeJaw of Parliament did: before; then: it 
was ‘Ainieeedsary:; and: it-wab intended in the- spirit of 
improveinent, the expetience of the ldw preved that i¢ 
walild be’ ineffectnat. «Ihe friends:he differed ‘ftom, on 
its first: praposttion, he now found, although on diffcrent 
principles-with bim, hostile to the bill. This was.a.ctitt 
ferther prost ‘of the iuvefficacy of suck sért-of measures; 
fer begin upon the best: theoretical principle, and as. you 
éntleavour'to ‘put it into practice, either your ‘provision 
Wilk destroy «your inciple, aggravate ‘the. evil, or -Bc’ 
wholly ‘nogatery. He had, however, 'an additional obs 
jection ‘to such measures, in consequence ‘of that very 
state of the public mind which, will some, wns the are 
ment for pasting it. In such periods le would: be root. 
téndcious. He knew how ersy it was to spento: of - taking 
away: one of those corns, and ta cat ont that-exorescence, 
To-do this; only. a sharp knife and-ateady arm was nee 
cessary.: But the danger was, that by removing the ex’ 
erescence -you would infliét a wound which might nevie 
clone, and: which work altimately destroy the whelt! 
vital functions: - he ob pes, 
» Ff, however, tris objections were strotts to the mehsure 
orpzinnlly, it was sti: more so now that it had undergone 
such sfrange modifications. And ho -was realy surprizced 
tosce his honourable friend so anxtous for its-safe passage: 


Surely there could remain no sympativy'in-tis mind... T¢ — 


hore not a trace of (hat Stal regard te which: fie could exe 
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tend parental endearment. As for that matter lt might as. 
well be claimed es mogro breeds. Was it that hie: bowsue 
able friend «till clung to -his amputated bill) consoled by 
the old adage, that helf a. loaf -wag better: thaz.no beepd) 
(A.davgh.) Evert eo he hac to recollect, thet in the plosent 
case he. bad to lament that. not only half :the beneft wap 
taken away, but that. the: deprivation of: that ‘half: dott 
siderably augrasniad the evile of that which was left... One 
mighé say of such an improvementas he would pfithuse fot 
mustachios so much the fashion naw-a-dayr, if by way ef 
trumedy, one lip was. shaved lo make the ether grow niere 
shick and more ciegusting. After a variety of strong'ate 
gurocats against the biil, the right honousable member 
goncladed with assuring the House that duck a-delusive 
attempt would only, by ida deception, czasporaie the pen- 
_ ple.. For their sountl, steady, and permanent opinion nd 
gman had a higher respect; but. uppr all qudstions takea 
up precipijately, add. in a state of public. fetment, they 
were uniformly the dupes. If, however, they looked for 
some measures of reform, he. contended that they would be 
deceived by the Birmingham coin tendered by the' present 
bill, taken for what they considered mora solid more 
aterling. , | ee ee 
- The Chancellor of the Exchequer began by-expressin 
hia surprise that gentlemen on. the othor side. showkd ent 
press sentiments so hostile to the bill whith they dad ‘ect 
ow with supporting. -They had professed ..themscives 
friends to the principle of the bill; .and be could nat kelp 
thinking, that.the sincerity of that profcssion might be 
questioned, if.they were not able to shew that.the bill, in 
Me present form, was not calculated (o answer that :priaci- 
ple. The right honourable gentleman who spoke last had 
qaid a great deal, to shew that the bill was not caicplated 
do.answer its avowed endl. He would ask, if.a preamble 
auch as that of the bill in question, pledging Parliament 
. egeins!.corruption, an! all species of the corrupt traffic, 
was sothing? As to the introduction of the. oath, be 
thenghé that the difficulties, the practical didicalties, re- 
julting from if, seemed to be.admitted even. by the nght 
hemourable gentleman whospoke last. He thought, how. 
ever, he had 20 good reason to be satisfied with the rather 


. .uncandid manner in which he bad been treated. Geatle- 


n-seemed to have agrec] in the principle of tha bill, 
io ether purpose than to have a pretence fur giving him 
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dy yecostieus | opypnsition in .the Commitiee, to. whitevee 
ehtndmend bomight asa member, ‘have felt it bhis' daty 
toipadpeses: With tegagd ta-the honowsrable moect. of 
Jdby he sdguetted sinociuly if he had failed tn satisfying that 
sentieman of the sinasrity of Iris support.of the principle 
of the, bilb: : He would again assuro‘him of the sincerit 
afithe motives which -had actuutell him tbroughaeat,. He 
Respected: public opiniaw, ani ondsavoured to'act in coits 
‘Benance to WW, thezh ho believed, had -he gone to the-full 
oxiunt in guppost of the bill in its.oviginal form, he watld 
nat:have siicocededl in sttisfying popnuiat clamour. - Those 
paris of the bilt,-as it oviginally.stood, which appeared to 
him .to:be produetave of-great-praotiont difficulties, he had 
ep pRosdd , and pew that the House had ‘agreed with him-in 
Katpe@vang those -objeetibazble paris, be: sincercly thought 
Ahat thee bill iin. its present shape ‘was. caicaluted. to de 
much good, and. :that it- might now be safely pagseu. inte 
&:14Was..' a wt eore ‘tft ., . 

» My, Tierney agtecd with the Chaneellor ofthe Exclus 
quer, that. before the House woald rise that vight, some 
one. or ether: of its: members would be exposed (o.impute- 
tions for insincerity of conduct in the progress of the bit 
then peading. . He would not attempt to anticipate the 
puliic opinios, or say who would be the objects of theix 
eensuee ; and he thought that the right honeurable gene 
tlemam would have done well if-he had acted in the same 
Way,-and abstained from those insinuations against the 
sinnerity of olhers, when perhaps his own might be cqually 


questionabke.' When his honourable friend introduced - 


the present bill, lio confessed he bailed it as a source of 
Teal. goad to the. best gatcrost of the country; but since 
‘teat poriod. the bill had undergone such changes; it had 
Sdbeen so: suntilated. aud defaced, that tte very principle wag 
essentially altered, and consequently its end must be dié 
fereant.. He denied therefore that be was justly liable te 
any charge of inconsistency for now voling agaiast the 


_ bill, for what be had aviginally supported was not: that 


‘which he now opposed, and that was. the reasun whg 
he opposed it. Ir his bonpurable friend meant, how. 
ever, altered as it had been, to support the bill, he trasicd 
be would do him the jastice'as to. the motives that influe 
enced him tv oppose it. He had never becn abscat.in ang 
one stage; and new that-be saw. in.what.:way. it was about 
to go out to the public, be must decline having ang 
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part whatever in passing upon them so gross‘and mis-: 
¢chievousa delusion. ‘The 500/. penalty that was intended! 
fu be im posed on the persous civing the bribe, not one syl- 
able of that clause now remained in the act. He would: 
ask, was the omission of such a clause no material altera- 
fion in the natare ? But the truth of it was, that the night: 
honourable gentleman, through the whole progress of the 
bill, betrayed a great anxiety to throw a shick! round the 
members of that House; there was no scruple in dealing 
out punishments to the electors, as the bascr part, but there 
Was manifested upon all occasions a worrerful jealousy 
fur the elected. Now, anfortunitely, whatever was the 
dause, the pablic did: not not think precischy that way. 
Phey did not chink them altogether above punishment. 
And though he never was, nor would be, ‘the slave of poe 
pular climour, he hoped he should never be backward iy 
paying due respect te public opintoa; for, after alt, it was 
the tribunal before which that [fouse was ultimately to be 
triel; and it must not be forcotien, that wha! gave rise-to 
Thiet bill was a disclosure, wiuch led to a confession upon’ 
both sides of that Hottsc, of the existence of corrupt prac- 
tices in procuring seats in that House; this was not a cite 
enmstance catculated to lull the saspicions of the public; 
Bot rather to make them look to their preceedines on that 
Dill with great fealonsy—now, the right honourable ecny 
flemat whro hid thrown out such sly hints against the sine 
cerity of othtrs, had brought his own to rather a queer 
itial in the Committér. He was a friend to the bill, and 
the moment he got it info the Committce, he never stop- 
raf till he succeeded tn making it as uniixe the measure 
1e professed to befriend asany tneasuze could possibly be. 
The bill went into the Committee with the clause of pee 
hhally: the elance respecting the oath, and that regarding 
‘the office ; and before it is allowed to come out of if, the 
ficht hongurable gentleman has deprived it of altogether 
penalty, oath, and office, As for the preamble, riotwiths 
standing the fine ealogium the right honourable eunteman 
had pas-cdt upon it, te thought it amounted fo. neither 
More or less than nothing ; (the bribery act woutd net be 
tarricd into effect-by it—and why ? because that ‘malele 
po to aflect members ns well as voters, and there was ko 
saying too ntuch about the tenderness the right honourable 
gentleman manifested for the former, though, tobe sute, 
it twas a fine thing to talk Lig-of-muleting-a minisrin the 
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pemalty of 10007. as ifsuch a fide could bea -preventive—{ 
it this ‘was of a character with ttie - rest, and. was ouly: 
Ghrowing ashield about the members.; and «yet if the sitie 
cerity of the right honourable entleman wasa ppealed-éo,; 
it might be difficult for him-to account why there should, . 
be any différence hetween the elected and the electors—wh y 
tho same ‘offendéd in cither, mutatis mutandis, shoud riot; 
be visited with the same kind of punishment? .Why they. 
béth should ‘not be put upon the same «footing,? ‘or wliy 
what was a misdemeanor in the elector should: not ala? 
be a misdemeanor in the-elected ? - Another material alte. 
ration in the bill was, that as it origigally stood, the grant; 
of office was like every other gift, and he could -not see 
why the gift of: offiée should not be as the gift of money, 
where the intention wis‘the same; buat the right honouré 
able gentleman insisted upon the introduction: of ‘ exs 
press,” whicti.did-away ‘the whole foree and tise of the 
clause: | When the right. bonouralilp gentleman actat-as 
a new reformer, recently, he took a different course-with 
respect tO his own measure. [Here Mr. @iekney read 
passages 18m Mr.-Perceval’s bill; to prevent the sale of 
offices, and observed, that the term *‘yexpreas’ was not 
incladed in that bill,-nor opght:not in:the present. },:; But 
lre could act believe it possible, that the right honourable 
ntleman feally meant to prevent the sale of:séats in that 
ouse;-his-conduct in the treatment of ‘that bill was to- 
tally irresonc@able with such an: intention ; and, axtb this 
(Mr. Tietitey’s) sincerity, he could-only say, that avishing 
well as he did to the bill of his honeurable friea@, he must 
wish ill'to the present one of the right honourable gentlee 
man, Heagain adverted to (he preamble, and saids fitre 
was nothing in it—it was joking with the péblie-rit. was 
laughing in theit faces, end -giving them more than pre- 
tence for saying, to. House what Dr.. Johnson said to 
Macpherson, ‘* Hereaftet‘I shall'be more inclined to be- ° 
lieve what you shall prove ‘than ‘wht you shall say.”— 
They ‘indeed’ said ‘a-g'vent. dealin all conseience,’ and, it | 
was now time for them to do something. The public had 
observed the course they bad: taken during the session, 
rut. would: not be inattentive to tlie manner in which they 
would close their career, Ag to the right honourable 
‘gendlehran’s oppusition, he believed it to bea government 
medsure, and: meant nothing personal towards that right 
. Vas. HE— 809, | - . 49 , yy 
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honouvablo. gentleman. Thou; pie | bonotrable ftiend 
was deserving of great praise nro the 
bill, yet, after the <licthtioes it bad ame K would 
do him new bat little credit ; abd he (Mr. Trermzy) 
advise him to take care that it should gu out to the 
werk) not us his, but as the measure of the right honoer- 
Gemae. For the reasons he had stated he mast 
the bilh 
. Wilberforce said a few words against the bill. He 
thought that if the bill was suffered to pass, it would stand 
in the way of something better, and that on the other hand, 
if 4 was thrown oat, something more efftctual would be 
gabsfitated in its place. Besides, if it did not pass, there 
. were eorue, and amoag those perhaps his right honourable 
fred (at. F Pescevaly. who wight th think that eneterh was 


The gallery was them cleared for a division; when, 
three divisions took place. The fiest on the third read- 


' Aye ° 
2 ‘83 
ret for the third reading oom $5 
bill do pess— 
Ne & e oe o7 
Majori 


- 5 
| Fie third di oe w was on the ile of ie On 
Ayes | iss 


Majority « ° e o wap 105 
The other orders of the diy wese then disposed of, and 
_ the Horse adjo ushed, . 


ape | 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
TUESDAY JUNE 18. 


On the order of the day for the third reading ofthe mal 
of office. reveation bill, 


Eart objected to the clause exem the 
eake of military commissions, and certain other ) from. 
the general operation of the bill. 


Lords Eldon, Rosslyn, ahd Redesdale defended the 
Clanse, as contonants to long-established and salutary 
usage, and as being a part of the prerogative of the crown, 
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and.aleo as connected with the reapectability of the anny 
and the welfave of the constitution. — . 
'. .dtarl -Grostenor qualified his objection, but yet disap 
ved of the clause. Upon the question being ut from 
the wealsack, the bill was carried without a division. 
Several bills were brought up from the otng ¢ 
among them were the appropriation, the parliamentaty 
‘ peats, and the Irish catholic freeholders’ bills. oO 
On the question of the standing orders, which ‘were 
meved by the Earl of Besborough to be dispensed. with, 
‘previous fo the third reading of the Manchester water-works 
bill, a very long conversation ensucd, in which the Lord 
Chancellor, Lord Elleaborough, Lord Redesdale, Lord 
Rosslya, Lori Grosvenor, Lord Milton, &c. maintained 
the propriety of enforcing those orders ; and Lords Car- 
dike and Harrowby spoke. in favour of dispensing with: 
them in the preeent cnse. oe , 


On a division on the question in favour of dispenglng, 
‘fhe numbers were, : ts 
Conients - . ° VW 
Not-cantents 10 


’ 


Majority in favour of the bill "—9 | 
The bill was under discussion of the third teading, when 
. The Lord Chanceltor warmly expressed his dissatisface 
tion, and intimated hia eens to record his reasons 
or disapproving of the last yote, in a regular 
on the journala. of House. The bill was then iad B. 
Abird time. —Adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONE. . 
TUESDAY, JuUER IS, - -—Cc ; 
- An ‘from the Lords intimated that their lordship» 
had egreed te the Irish auction duty bill, the Blackfriass 
Bunday toll bill, and the seamen’s wages and prize-money 
_ seguletion bill, _ ” 
On the motion of Mr. Wilberfotce the ‘House resotved 
itself into a Committee, for the further consideration of the 
ehaxitable donation bill ; and after receiving a clause pro- 
d by Mr. Wilberforce, the chairman reported. - 
fin was then. ordered to be taken into further consider. 
ation this day thrce months, and to be in the mean lime 
' printed. Of course the bil] is postponed until next sepsion 
of Pasliament, en . 
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* Lord Binmng brought up the report of the jadzest 
ry bill, which, after some observations from Mer. 
Fore, was yead the third time, passed, and ordered 
to the Lords. ; oy 
. Lord Binning also brought up the report fromm the 
Committee on the Scotch judicature bill. . 
* Mr. Horner spoke at considerable length wpon a:gvent 
and oppressive defect existing in the mode of 
in the court of session in Scotland, and for which this bil 
affprded uo remedy ; notwithstanding that the sebject hed 
ied so much of the deliberation in. the. House. of - 
Tords, both in a former and the present session. | Thig 
defect was the necessity under which suitors weve placed 
when answering the allerations of their opponents, of Sint 
faking oul'copies of ‘all’ the elaborate pleadings required 
o be entered by the other side, as records of the coart, 
before. they could proceed to any: replication by plea or 
evidence. These pleattings, in some tnstances. that came 
within hjs own knowledge, amounted.to a vobeme af 
1500 pages, the copy of each of which required thesi 
nature of an officer of the court, who must: receive a a 
| Epon each: and he had known instatices where the sam 
in litigation did not exceed 200/. or 800). whore dhe fees 
of court alone amounted to 5001. or 7604. and.in onasoch 
case to 1500/. Such an arrangement hed hong prevailed 
n,the practice of the’ Scotch courts, for no .otper reason 
that he could see, than to create a revenue. fow the Sootoh 
law officers; but it was a bar in the putsuit-of justies, 
wholly insurmountable to’ atf sttitors in ordinary circum. 
stances ; and everl-wherea suitor was suceassful, and his 
antagonist chose to appeal to the House of Lords, the 
parties gould not procced thither without taking out cem- 
/plete copies of the proceedings in the courts below; al- 
though not of the least use to them, nor coinpetent to. ft- 
nish any new light to his advocates before the higKer tri- 
bynal.. The hynourable and learned member forcibly 
urged the necessity of easing the people of Scotland from 
.that intolerable tax ‘on the legal justice of their country, 
-on the necessity of assimilating the proceedings there to 
- those in England, and of extending thithér the advantage 
of trial by jury. in civil cases; and he thought this dill 
ought not to pass the House without such an ameliqgation 
of the judicature it purported to amend. es 
Mr. Secretary Dundas said, that a measure such ag 


. 


JuNR13.] |... - MR, BRSEINE..... . 633. 


that recommended by. the honourable and learned member 
cauki not be adopted, withopt a mpst important alteration 


~ in the Jegal practice of Scotland for three hundred years, 


ancl therefore the House ought not precipitately to adopt. 
any such proceedings; but wait deliberately, to hear the 
final opinions of the commissioners appointed to discuss.- 
the-supject, aml.ta examine it in all its bearings ;- and he 
knaw,that.thexe were. many of the highest legal authorities 
ip Scotland, who diffesed in opinién on the subject.” 
, Mr. Abercrombie agreed in the oljections of Mr. Horner, 
and admitted that the. House should du nothing precipi- | 
talely on the subject; but he was at a loss where to cast 


’ the blame, for the delay. which hadjtaken place in ‘not. 


bringing forward the final report of those commissioners. 
to examine this subject; for whose appointment a bill 


_ passed late in the last session, although the commission , 


was notsigned by his majesty until last January. He 
yadersteod that a majority of three commissioners were in. 
favour of the alteration suggested -by -his learned friend ;, 
and that the only point on which they had not yet been 
able to make up their minds, was how the oflicers were to 
be.compensated for the loss of fees that must accrue from 
the alteration. They-had indeed suggested the transfer- | 
ring thease fees {o another quarter, but one equally ob- 
jectionable with that on which dhey were now imposed, — 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer supported the opinion 
of Mr..Dundas as_to.the deliWerate caution with which 
any alteration should be attempted in legal yroceedings 
60 Jong established.: He. admitted -that it was desirable to 
extend to Scotland the trial by jury, but this only pro- 
vided it was agreeable to those most concerned, and who” 
beat understood the. ugage and feeling of the country. 

The bill was read the third time, passed, and ordered 
baok to the Lords. , 
Lo . '  -MB._EBSKINE. 


Lord Henry Petty rose to trouble the House with a 
very few words in support of the motion of which he had 
given notice. ‘The papers that be should move for were 
the instructions relative to the affair of the Chesapeake, and 
the last gispatch from Mr. Erskine. He would admit 
‘that, in the papers laid on the table, there was enongh to — 
‘shew that Mr. Erskine had not followed his instructions. 
That formal recognition which he was instracted to deo 
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determination could be formed without the two derummes> 
for which he would move. SBefore the Houst could Sanna 
an opinion of Mr. Erskine's conduct, it should be pat im 
sesoion of his motives, as described im bis degntch. 
e degree to which the instructions were viviated, woul 
onty be jadged by the details of what paned between 
Mr. Erskine and thef secretary of the Amevican: 
ment. The House coald not know what verbal ewuerate® 
sight have been given. He had no privete information 
on the subject, bat he conld easily conceive » cate in 
which the American goveroment might give private as- 
surances which it meht not think fit to make the subject 
of formal communication. ft was material to know 
whether any such assurances were given. These offers of 
accommodation were said to have origmated with Ame- 
sica: it was, therefore, material to know to what exteat of 
the propositions the American government mennt to set 
up. With regard to the instructions relating to the stlevk 
on the Chesaprake, if the right honourable eentlemen 
wonld state that any inconvenience might resek from pre- 
ducing them, he certainly wontd not press the motion, 
A» to fhe production of Mr.- Erskine’s last dispatch, to the 
disclosure of that be could see no objection ; and he there. 
fore would submit that part of his motion fo the consider. 
ation of the Honse. The nodte lord coneluded with moving 
for copies of the instructions relating to the Chesupenke, 
and the dispatch of Mr. Erskine. 
| Mr. Secretary Canning obscrved, that if referende were 
had to the statement made by him when thts mibject was 
last ynder tliscnssion, ft would not be difficult to persuade 
the Hopse that the present motion was unnecessary, and 
might be attended with much inconvenience. 
When he laid the papers on the table, he stated ¢hat-it 
was not the infention of government to make any commu, 
nication to Parliament on the subject. If the nature of 
the relations between this country and the United States, 
or if the co:duct of Mr. Erskine was under discussion, 
then there would be grounds for calling for the papers 
moved for by the noble lord, and particularly the last. 
But it was not the intentioa of his majesty’s ministers ta 
call for any opinion of the House at thistime. Tbe onty 
iai now in question was, the carrying, or not carrying 
into eficct, an arrangement concluded without instructions ; 
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aul net caly without inséractions, bet directly contmary 
te thom. - That this was the fact was evident, from the 
paper laid on the table, He-had: indeed the adntission of 
the noble lord, tat the arrangement was concluded withe 
ent due authority. This was the main point which goes 
‘vernment, in justification of the measures they were under 
Ahe necessity of adopting, were anxious to establish. AU 
fasther discussion of the subject at this moment, would | 
nat only be attended with inconveniences, too obvious to 
‘put him wader the necessity of repeating them, but might 
| Foestbly endanger the success of ulterior arrangements, 
he point necessary to establish was, that the instrections 
were not followed, and of that the noble lord scemad 
wonvinced, With respect to the conduct of Mr. Erskine, 
nothing was said of it but what the absolute. necessity of 


_ the case extorted. from: government. The proceedings of 


that gentleman were : clive of very great embarzase 

anent to his majesty's ministers. On the very day thas 

dais last dispatch. was dated, the:arrangement which he 

took upon himself to make with the American -gevera- 

«ment. was made public im that eoantry ; and im the courte 

ef a few days aftor, pro to the amount of many 
3 loaded or 


anillions was this country. The noble 
dord su ‘teat some verbal: assurances were obtained 
by dir. ine, to she effect of the stipulations containnd 


Go ‘his. instructions. -That was. a point upon which be 
‘ould wot.be.expected to satisfy the noble lord; but £ 
‘any such assurances. had heen obtained, they must have 
‘deena of so satisfactory a nature, as to induce government 
‘to act upon the faith of them pending any ulleriur sece- — 
‘ity: They must have been such as to induce minisfers 
.to acquiesce in.an arrangement contrary to the principles 
by which. it was to be defined. That this was sot the case 
‘it would not be difficult to infer from the icircumstaiice of 
' rnment being eompelled to disown the arrangement, 
He choped the Honse aed the country would believe, teat 
- if the three points which Mr. Erskine was instructed to 
Sequire had been obtained, there existed in his majestg's 
councils a disposition to permit the neutral to éarry into 


‘effect by himself the principle of the departure from the 


. orders rn council, and not to resort to the harsher mea-mse. - 
- ‘Phat the first of these three points was.not obtaiged was 
evident from the papers on the table. This was in fact 
u ibe most.im portant > was the sine qua.nen of the arrange- 
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ment, that America shown mainiain het non-ipiesgeadase 
system agninat France. third stipulation wis pot evog 
touched upon. This, though of conbiderable iniportance, 
was not of that paramonut consequence that the firit wad. 
Government had the right and the power to prevent neu- 
trals from trading with France, and it was mete matter of 
courtesy to propose any arrangetnent to the American gd 

ernment on the subject. Now let the House see ia what 
@ situation the relations between this cduntry aed Ameri« 
ca might be placed in consequence of this dregngement. 
The non-intercourse act, was to expire on the 20¢h of May, 
and, in the arrangement of Mr. Erekine, there was no sti 
pulation for re-enacting it, as against France ; so that’ our 
orders in council might be rescinded at te very moment 
that the trade between France and the United Sates might 


‘be perfectly open. The better half of.the agreement into 


which Mr. Erskine was autborized to enter into with 
America was, that she should shut her ports against France 
and this could only be done by her reviving the non-ie- 
4ercourse system as against that power. There was ane- 
ther question ofa curious sort respecting the noa-inter- 
course act. When this country determined to make atone 
ment for the injury committed against. America in the 
affair of the Chesapeake, it proposed, through the mediath 
of Mr. Rose, that the proclamation for excluding British 
ships of war from the waters and havens of the United 
States, should be recalled: this was refused. Any power 
receiving an injury from another, with whom she is ia 
friendly intercourse, has certainly a right to call for atone- 
ment for that injury : but if without waiting to see whethar 
it will be granted or denied, :she. takes her retaliation into 
her own hands, her right to atonement from that instant 
ceases. America, therefore, in resorting (o retaliation, 
sided pro tanto, with’ France. Upon the change ofthe 


executive government in America, it was understood, from 


something that passed in the Committee, that there was.a 
disposition in the new gavernment ta come: to. aa imme- 
diate arrangement an the subject of the Chesapeake. The 
proposal was therefore renewed. How that proposition 
was received by the secretary of the American governmcat 
was evident from the correspondence that was published, 


-How far that gentleman was disposed to re-establish the 


former relatons between the two countries—how far. he 
was inclined to strew the path ef recouciliation witls 


t 
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flowats, any Pog who read that gentleman’s nate 
mightjuadge. By Mr. Erskine’s arrangement, our orderg 
in cquneil were to be rescinded (they are so in fact at thig 
jymoment, for they cannot be put jn force as against Amer 
tica for a limited period); and this great price was to be 
paid, for what? Why, for six weeks liberty to trade with 
America. Ifthis agreement had been transmitted to gor 
vernment for its approbation, no disclosure would have 
\ beay made on the sybject. But government was unde 
the necessity of coming te some determination on the sube 
ject within twenty-four hourg; and being resolved nat te 
sanction it, it was necessary to make the disclosyre conr 
tained jn the papers pa the table, particularly ae it wag 
said, that ihe arrangement was agreeable to the instructions 
jo Mr. Erskine. Hut these reasons wop}d not justify any 
farther disclosure; such disclosure might prejudice existe 
ing or future’ negotiations, and embarrass that ulterior 
arrangeinent, which he hoped would be terminated saltix- 
factorily. There was another point in Mr. Erskine’s ine 
structions to which he found it necessary to allude. He 
was instructed to procure an interdict of all commerce, ag 
well between Holland as France; for ppqn what plea 
could the former be entitled to any exemption? If she 
were @ dependent power, she must foHow the fate of Fraace. 
Jf she were an independent power, and still submitted to 
ihe dictates of France, she was the more blameable, ang 
was therefore the less an object of indulgence. How 
these instructions were fuléilted, would appear from the 
correspondence of Mr. Erskine already before the House, 
He must have known that Holland was exesiptcd from 
the operation of the non-intercourse act. But it had been 
suggested that he might have liad private assurances, thet 
Holland would be placed on the same footing as France, 
“What! after it was specifically stated in the formal act, 
‘that it was not to extend to Holland! But doubts wese | 
entertained as to its being applied to the kingdom of Italy, 
the iron crown of which sits on the head of the ruler of 
France! [fany doubt existed that Mr. Erskine had gone 
the full length of the concessions hé was aythorized ta 
make, without obtaining the whole three, nay, not even 
gne of the points he was instructed to demand, the person 
who entertained such doubt had only to read the papers 
already before the House. If on did nt remgove its 
vpthivg that he could say or produce wauld. We J 
Vou LLI.—1809, AP oe 
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himself under the necessity of opposing the motion for the 
reasons he set ont with stating. This, was aot the: proper 
time fo enter into the discussion of fhe policy of ‘the ar 
rangement with America; and as the pending negotiation 
might be prejadiced by further disclosure, he trusted’ the, 
noble lord would see the impropricty of granting the 
papers he called for. Before he sat down, he must take 
an opportunity of disclaiming any prejudice against Mr, 
Erskine, with whom he had not the honour to be acquaiftt- 
éd. There was, however, one part of his conduct, which 
fe must condemn, even morethan the unauthorized ar- 
rangement into which he entered. It was that which 
related to his acceptance of the note of Mr. Sshith ; a note 
of so extraordinary a natare, that no one bearing the kine’s 
commission should have received it. He should have sent 
it back unaccepted. . 

Mr. Morris vindicated the condact of his relative, Mr. 
Erskine, and abstained from making that reply to the 
right honourable gentleman which his speech scemed to 
call for, lest such reply might call forth a discussion tend- 
ing in the slightest degrce to interrupt that system of 
conciliation now likely to take place between the two 
countries. ; 

Mr. Canning and Mr. Morris mutually explained. 

‘ Mr. Marryalt thought the motion, as far as i€ con- 
cerned the affair of the Chesapeake, totally irrelevant to 
the present juncture. With respect to the dispatch, he 
thought if it were produced, that so ought the answer of 
his majcsty’s ministers, in order that the Honse might . 
have sufficient evidence whereon to found its decision. 

Mr. Baring entered into a long detail of our corre- 
spondence and intercourse with America. He thought 
Mr. Erskine must have obtained some substantial conces- 
sion to the demands of England, with which we were at 
present unacquainted, and on which he grounded his 
treaty. . 

Mr. Steven combated the arguments in favour of the 
motion. He was of opinion that America, ‘in all her pro- 
ceedings, had no wish to pronfote an impartial course 
with respect to France and this country. It was the 
business of that House to take care lest France should 
triumph in these negotiations, and lest England should 
now sanction decrees which she had before atraigned, 
and desert measures to which.she had at other periods 
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given her snppart, Af all.evants, in his opinion, discus- 
aigns in that House could not tend at the present ciisis te 
promote ainity between the countries. © | . 
_ Lord df. Petty Ueciored, that as a. partial disclo-uye 
had already been made on this subject, all he wanted, 
doth for the sake of public utility and private justice, was, 
that such disclosure might be made as ample ag possible, 
it had appeared, however, from the speech of the right 
Roppyrable gentleman, that a negotiation was now pend- 
ing, to which such disclosure might psove’ dangerous, 
Since this was the case, ‘he was willing for the present to 


witlidraw his motion, until a’ disclosure could be made ~ 


without difficulty gg the subject... | 
Motion withdrawn. | _ 
” ‘7 4. 1  @INRCURE PLACES. -_ - 


' Lord’ Ossulston then rose, and was proceeding to’ state 
his objections to the resolutions of an honourable gentle- 
man (Mr. Martin) when he was called to order by the 
Chancéllor of the Exchequer, on the ground that the re- 
solutions were not then before the House. 

After some conversation on this subject between Lord 
H. Petty, Lord Folkestone, and the Chancellor of the 
Excheguer, - | Hs 


The Speaker decided that it was not orderly to’ refer 


to resolutions which were still confined to a Committee, 
and had not come regularly before the House. : 

Lord Ossulston then, spoke at some Icngth. He con- 
clude! by moving the following resolution :— 

& Resolved, that it is the opfnion of that House, that 
the existence of sinecure officés, and of offices executed by 
deputy, was unnecessaay towards the remuneration of 
merit; and that the grant of pensions for ome life would,’ 


‘be a politic and sufficient substitute for such offices; and 


that ihe House would pledge itself, on the earliest oppor 
tunity, ‘to consider concerning the regulation or abolition 
ef such offices.” " : ; 

The motion was then put, and negatived without a 
division. , ee 


CRUELTY TO ANIMALS. 


, On the mation that. the Speaker. should leave the chair, 
. for the pwrpose of the House going into a Committee on’ 


the bill, = 


“a 
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Mr. Windham said, he did uot constder ‘the stibjett of 
this bill as one of sufficient Importance. to caff fot'dh Hct 
of the legislature. The subject, However, though rifting: 
ralght call forward much discussion ; and he felt himself | 
impelled to state his sentiments on ft. The bill, how- 
éver, dil not seem fo think so, and began iti the mast 
pom pous language, And with a most magnificent **" Where. 
as, that for divets weighty and provident mnrpidses' God 
had placed various animals under the protettion df tait,* 
&c. &c. &c. Now the object of the bill was to promoté 
morality. What was mofal virtue? Why, « desite to 
promofe the happiness, and to sympathize in thé pain of 
others. It was not his wish to conffie this feeling to many 
but still, if aman was to feel as mitch for thé paits of 
others as for his own, why then, by the consequent ac-~ 
cumulation of evil, the ends of Providence would be de- 
feated. At most, however, kindriess to anithal’ was only 
a moral obligation ; and how was ‘it ‘potsibte to enforce 
moral obligations by law ? ‘Thus, for instance, who céuid 
devise a mode of enforcing charity, ifratitnde, &c. 2?’ If 
a ricoh man, with wealth at his command, was to Seta 
poor one die in the street next door to him, why, ‘cer- 
tainly, every man would call’ him ddiové, dvd’ unchati- 
table ; but then the law would not take cognizance of him. 
The noble mover of this bill; however, seemed to think 
most scriously of it, and in faot called its inttoductioh a: 
commencement of a new era of legislation. Perhaps he 
was ambitious of the name of a legislator > of Being ratiked 
with Philip, Lycurgus, &c. ; but the reasdn of its novelty’ 
would be the very cause of his utmost caution in its ad- 
mission. The great danger was, however, that this bit’ 
ould not be “p lied because it appealed to humanity. 
The standard of humanity was very variabic: ‘its impulse 
was different in diferent men; aida an might be called’ 
for a breach of this act, before a jadge, who woult! per- 
haps think very differnfly from others as to the offence.’ 
Thus this bill would give rise {o an extensive source of 
most ‘arbitrary Vexation. (Hear, hear!) It had been 
stated, ina pamphiect, that this bill would give fo pre- 
minum to informers; but he was: afraid, many men would © 
be tempted to give information of the breach of it, in 
order that they might display their own humanity, and 
their great talents in the drt of tormenting others. (4 
laugh.) This brought to his recollection a very able 
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- He was afraid that this disposition to totment ot: 
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ise: prbiiabed many years ago, but which had since 
tr eubliched and hind been astribéed to the sis‘er of 

the uthay of ‘‘ Tom Jones,” though it was afterwards 

ken: to, be the production of a lady of the name of 
oflies. "This -treatise was wrought up with much de. 
licacy of sentiment, and great soundness of jadgment, 
and contaieed directions. for ingeniously tornienting others. 
, , ers wad 

more. general than was supposed. But the directions cone 
tgined in the treatise of Mrs. Cellier were much more 
simple than the means, which, by the bill-then under 
consideration, would be put in, the hands of persons whe 
would: affect to’ torment others fer the pablic good. If 
this. il shoul pass, any man. who owed artother @ 
grudge, ‘who might have any wish to be revenged on him 
for any personal ill-will, would have nothing to do but 
to bring a charge against him for cruelty to any animale 

he might have in his. possession, and subject him -to a 

the vexatious oppression that would be the resull. This 

must ucoessarily take place to a degree, that would be 
productive of more mischief than could flow from the 
evil which it was proposed to remedy by the bill. The 
meagur¢e subjected to the penalty it was to impose, all 
those who should maliciously and wantonly be gttilty of 
cutting, maiming, or otherwise inflicting cruelty upon 


- certain animals therein specified. Such conduct every 


kody must:desire to have punished; but the bill was 
worded in. such general terms, that every man would te 
at liberty to make the charge, under the act, upon what 
he might think proper to cousider cruelly within its 
meaning.. The preliminary difficulty, therefore, which 
he felt upon the subject, was, that coming under so plaue 
sible a. title, it would have the effect of preventing pers 


‘sons from coming forward to oppose it, as he did, 


they should expose themselves to the imputation of being 
destituic of humanity. He had no deabt that many pero 
sons bad declined iaterfering with its ptogress hitherto 
from.consklerations of this description. There was somes 
thing, too, in the mode of putting the bill, which exclted 
in his mind « prejudice against it, as if the supporters of 
it were exclusive fri¢uds to hnmanity, and those who difs 
fered from thom were to be lé6eked upon as disposed to 
counteakce the mischief it was designed to prevent. 
Coukl any gentlouan overlook the inevitable cohsequence 
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of leaving every man (o consult his own standard, of what 
should or should not be considered craelty within the 
meaning of the bill? And if every man was tobe rega- 
lated by sach’ a: standard as he' conceived in his own 
mind, must it net be obvious, that a variety of circum- 
stamces ‘in the relations and sitaation of any patticular 
transaction, which might be made matter of charge under 
the bill, woold be wholly left out of consideration? [t 
had been said by the celebrated Dean Swift, that he never. 
knew a man, who could not bear the misfertanes of dthers, 
like a Christian. | Bot: if atiy person, observing the vio-. 
leaece which might, in ¢ gust of passion, ot a monient of 
fatigue, after a laburions em ploynrent of nive ar ten hours, 
be inflicted by a carman upon tire animals he had chasge 
of, should think of prosecuting him ander this act, could 
they be .certaia that that person would always atiend to 
the ciscumstances which might have provoked, and might 
perka pe justify such sadder violence? It was not always 
that such a person would bear in mind, that in. his ride, 
perhaps the day before, to procure an appctite for his 
dinner, he had’ on some suddex provocation sputred his 
herse with a violence equal to any that might have been 
inflicted in the case which his humahity might excite 
him to punish. This distinction, he contended, was 
founded upon a principle. of injustice. But as every man 
can bear the misfortunes of others like a Christian, so 
many men woukd be found under this bill disposed to 
shew their virtues at the expense of others. If they 
showld pass the bill, they would fall in with the views 
of those persons .who were impatient to display their 
powers of tormenting others by displaying their own hu- 
manity. -In fact, he would maintain, that this was not a 
case in which they ought to call in the aid of law. 
Those acts of violence which it was intended to remedy 
were not of such an amount,as far as his observations wenf, 
as to call for the aid of the legislature, or to justify Parlia- | 
ment-in incurring the mischiefs that would unavoidably 
result from this measure. A great part of this violence 
that was to be repressed was charged as being committed 
by coschmen in the strects upon the horses intrusted to 
their management. Did it require any law to correct such 
an evil? What had their masters to do but to discharge 
the offendiag doachman, and then the evil would soon be 
remedied? If, however, on the centrary, so far from 
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expressing any disappaohation of euch: oeaduct,: éheir 
mias(ers were found ta.cquntenarce. them in it; was to‘ 
be expected that the provisions of an:act of . Parliament 
would put an end ta the practice? - le was sather.onutra. 
ordinary that so much sensibility should: be felt in the case 
- gf others, and that the cruelty should be altogether owes. 
Bioked when their own servants were the. offenders. In - 
such a case, why da you not discharge your coachman 
‘for his cruelty to your horees? .The answer would be 
< Aye, it is very. shocking, .no doubt ; dnt. thea John %g 
so clever in.a crowd; and my Lady.auch a onc, and-the 
Missessaand.se, were kept perishing whilst they waited: for 
thcir horses, outs were ready, when called for, and we got 
away amongst the first.” -(4.laagzh.). This was the law. 
guage that one might hear every day, aad andersuck cir. 
cumstances it would be the height of injustice éo make:a 
.parade of humanity. jn the. prosecution: of othera, whitet 
-they’ overlooked no less. glaring instances in their own 
cases, Besides, the,actual amosné of the evil was net.of 
such extent as to require any:new. legislation. In.the cry 
for a bill apon this subject, : people were calding. for that. 
‘which they had it in.their.own power-to effect by the cos 
vection of thecvil.. :It was a fuadamenial. principle of all 
daw, that you should not..do. that by legislation which: wae - 
alone the province af mannexs to accomplish.. But it might . 
be said, that it would not. make any difference to thaanimal 
by what means the evil was to be carrectad, and that it was 
to the master that the opasation of the bith waa to ‘be ex. . 
tended. At all events, they shanid take care. that) the . 
measure, if they were determined. have one, should:be 
effectual to its object ;. and that the penalties idvwas te ine 
- flict, should fall only upon the .proper heads. <A: grené 
deal of the cruelly which it was proposed to prevent, wae 
said to be inflicted upon’. post-horses.. If. gentlemen 
would but give themselves time to.reflect, -Usey- would be . 
convinced, that in. almost all such cases, the. fault way 
more in the traveller than in the ina-keeper orthe postu - 
boy. The traveller proceeding upon a-journey of kitde 
or no importance, and which might.without aay incons 
venience be suspended for a short time, .arrives:at an ine 
and calls for tresh -horses ;. the horses are produced; but - 
Appear in bad condition, and fram the number of exeorin~ 
tions, incapable of proceeding with the. celerity the.tea.. 
veller desires; the traveller then complaiiis, that she homes 


ht THE PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER. {com. 


which he expected to be fresh, ase not equal tp the jour- 
ney: the answer ef the ian-keeper contains an apology fer 
the condition of the bewes; they arc the only oncs he has 
-at home, the times being busy.aloag that road, and att 
his other herses out at the races; he assures ibe traycller, 
-however, that the hore are beiter than appearance ia- 
icates, aud that they will perform the journcy weil. 
Thus the teaveller’s deubts are removed ;. the journey is 
‘resumed, aad the wask of couelty begins. In this case, it 
fis net the inu-keeper ner the poet-boy that is fo.blame, bet 
the traveller. The post-boy must perform his task, and 
pore under a menace, that be shall bave nothing for 
y unless he be able io reach the next stage 
Jwithia a certain times the inn-keeper cannot afford to pay 
the price te kis humanity of turning a customer from hie 
sceht perber is the traveler ores ve not, as he 
: gs without the smallest posible mconvcnience, 
eespend his journey for a single night, tliat is the sole au- 
thes of all the culterings the wretched animals eadare. 
(Hear, hear, hear!) With sach cases before their eyes, 
what were they to think of the cry that had been raiscd fer 
eome legislative measures upon this subject 2 It arose from 
a falee and spurious sort of humanity ; and to give way to 
such a ory, would be te consult the dictates of a fallacious’ 
and hypocritical spirit of hamanity, at.the expense of 
every good eeling of the haman heart. How was it te 
be seconciled with justice, that the post-boy should be 
liable tothe penalty ; whilst the traveller, who, sitting at 
iis cnet in the carriage, télls the post-buy, that uuless he 
should arrive to his diamer by a certain hour, the.post-boy 
should have nothing for his pains, is not to be considered 
implicated in the offence? Was it nol obvious that ix 
euch a case the penalties would fall upon an improper ob- 
ject ; and why should they attempt to legislate ander ciz- 
cumstances ef such manifest injustice? Duties, sach as 
those proposed to be enforced by this bill, were the 
pteper provinee of mosals. Let them be inculcated from 
the pulpit. Let them be recommended throng’ the pregs ; 
let tiem be encouraged h the influence and cxam- 
ple of general morals. All this was alrcady done, and ao- 
thiag more seemed to -him to be necessary. But whea 
they were calied upon to adopt novel modes of legislation, 
it was the duty of those who made the call to shew what 
new acts of cruelty had been committed, to wastant such 
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tabileq of ‘levislation.. - When. they, whte now called v yor 


tarda what rhankind had ¢ver- dove before, it ‘excited id 


preserwed for theihighenchassits.the oxctusive right of kftb 
terthid atifrenls?: ~He:: was’ aware “it! mighé tbo! sai 
tliat {Bese:arimals were fere nptur® thc mot: sw ithe tte 
putviete ; bot: be ihustiddatend, that<as' living: ordataras 
they dame within ile prindiple. (Hears hear!) Itutipht 
be corttended ‘tob, that mem Had dvtonly2 right, ware 


| nocesaity to: kill such anithahs;.as otherwise they atg ht overs 


rantheearti.. Admittedd but sitrc:was andother desert 
tidh dé. liviag crentires>disties y which were:aldd intled iby 
ibe bigtter: clit: seayand'weretin nd-daugétofoverrwdhimecke 
eesth.« (A laugh’) Batat was argiied, that, anbets thebe gnk 
sublawere kdidd!in dhe manacr to ubich!hotaludedj thes 
Meuld dic.or be killed: by a, vorsedléatin” “Kbei arpement 
Riryktigg them bacquse-they: would otherwise diej yrduid 
“gan tittle too far}: -bcetaude it would: be ‘an equallyogodal 
drqement:fer' our killing onfrselvés. «(A /atigh.)!-. dent te 
4o thobther part ofthe angument,' they were now hunddd'to 
donth,- nid hd courtd not easily suppost any worse spevtey 
‘pf death: to whieh they: coult be -eotpesed. -. But Av ether 
vase, thote: who killed -them: must be condidered; a0 anitlide 
‘takiny,-from hninanity,-td be Veriiin kitler’:to the rest bf 
therovarminity.. «dt was not torbe-forrottemtod,. thatthere 
ot ¥ou. TIO. no oA Qe ei Chonmes oF 


666 THE PABLIANERP ANY ReBisteR. | © ' (ei 
id were catefulty preterved, in order that they might 
be hilted aferwands. (4 rH *) it was her ce 
inary feeli ht could taduce persons ‘té + 
apimnls from & regard to boner y. What woeg 
the Honse think of a genticman, who, in ‘such's spirlwef 
Rumapity, should apply to bis butcher, and say;! thes 
from an impulse of humawity, be wished to’ be Ullowed th 
temlly to kil his own mutton? “(f deugh.) It woald he 
en extremely odd declaration for link to‘ make, that fom 
mere humanity be wished to undertake to kat the adivied, 
in resorting to this species ‘of argument adthombien, 
nothing eguid.be farthet trom his thourhis then td tire 
ea any intinoation agaist the ‘humminity of ‘the Wondery 
lenen. On the contrary, he was huppyto'Beat as- 
to the little influence protlited apon their onras- 
tevistic benevalence and humanity, by their tadlalironve 
in sports decidedly tinctured with crvefty. “He'taded- 
Vetted to the circumstance ont \orahew tte bhadedity of 





fhe rincipte i which the DIfl Was feuddad: 
- a house hunen 


unters and vhooters 'Wrs catied ‘epolt:te’ puss 


, beck an act that would reach the lowdér edtiess; ‘bat wot 


' @xiend to their own sports, he contended ; if Giey weteto 


. t . ry 


pase it, that nothing could he-more distseditable 6 thetn, 
@ reere injurious and: ive to these whom the Sill 
would affect. If any thing.cowkt justify the ‘evier thus bad 
een raleed for reform, if any thing could extt'fora okenge 
in the constitution of that House, it woul! be the diream. 
etences of making such an ‘invidious Gktinctidn Sevweun 


"dhe sich andl the poor ina solemn act of leg istatete. = 'Ne- 


thing could. render such » chaage neckssary or dedi rable, 
gaore efiectuaity, than that it shoulda ppeat at *these was 
any olats ot tbe community whose intetests hadhein overs 
teoked in that House, To pass sndh ‘a’ bill as thet wader 
consideration, would be a. mookety' of logigtation's week 
be to give way to & shhotimenidus spirit of ty pectiay-is 
ihe teeth of every semid. pringi pte of polttey and’ prisietice. 


_ Ut would, indeed, be extraordinary, ¥ fn. ihe nineteenth 


. cehtary they were te adopt.a principle-of taw-witieh: ne 
_, Boman legislature had eves acted apon. There sery-va- 


rious other instances to which he might 'then ‘ad vévt, ‘but 


_ with whieh he dil not menn‘at that time to fake wp the 


fime of the-House. The bill be thought abveiwiely: un- 


} ‘anecemasy because there was nothits which tw 
_ to remedy 


Which might not be correctedl’by Fit 


. édauatign.apon it, avy gentleman 


ft Lesd 
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Wess. nye kap dawn: kg. the. influnace of public manners. 
amas all tienes beretofere. The next ground o 

wed ea,pnamy.to,the bill was, becaurg if wou 

Hiead ul, Avthat Hahse fo make such an invidious-ai. fe 
Batihpoacaa jhe.rich and the poor, as was made j iw 
sadespye. ‘Rut, above all, he was an anemy to. it, be- 
Abteoié jhe, paver it. would give individuals of inflicting 












whAORYEPPrassION UPON > Against whow ihey wm xt 
Sash weaptaynt. QF oe, either hy indictment under t 
schon dba omarty, 3 gr. Dy. summary ¥ process | fore &migiv- 
dates: Mac harespgoied 2 in cgrity,, independence, 









end nn trary, of an{ty, he’ wou 

wodiony hem the carne t {0 coment thas at theg sHiogld 
mineled. with fhe. un ie ane powers ,of oppréssion, 

whine rocess wasler this tl 


would. give than Tha san axlent af power which be 
sould: neyer consent, fa teat ta any, body ; and: this 
_formeorhai sine wal par, of be  Ahjestion to. he ue. 


any stiemnpt to legivlate upon this s 
Pre: re ea he the tossen were to, take op the. 


rent be jean al opin arom, thet tthe stiould defer aby 
Setiber progress in the, measure unfil they, should’ have 
“honithe Siscussipn of if, a future session. Besides, the word- 
shat poacLappeured to him, unlearned as he was, ane 
; aad he waa, persuaded, that it would apptar 

equally . unintelligible rn Mibose who would have to cupry 
tharmapeure into execution-. The penalty was to apply 





. dorthone who shoald molicionsly or wa ntonly inflict crueltiqs 


Op anigaads intsugied to, their care and management. | Ag to 
tbe tern malicivuely ,. 20 far as it was to depend upon the 


_seWdence.of a deliberaie system of cruclty,.it might bein 
. pdeligible,. But what quewiruction was'to be put on wan- 
: Ganlysor what wasto.be considered ay wanton crugl! y: fate 
utdbar than as it might appear to each particular individual, 


. bern ata loss. to know, . Why, if enclt, individual who 
abiprege: any ancl transaction. wag.. 9. ‘put his’ own cone 
who might huppea to 

axserride his horse hun:iag, sould be lialle to'a arge 
upnder.the bill, What a frittl HONTCE, of prosecution 


.. worabd woah) be farpiohes by-such. Cavers occutring $oq.in a chase 


ihe purpose of killing an ‘animal, might 


Sma of fram.a peresal af any of. the ‘accounts of 


the sporting accersences. _ The accounts asvally. began, 
Suabreone’s hounds this. of at augh a plage 
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‘por sich'a day : above fifly Romicsme wera pacsonthelt 
‘he commencement of the chace, euly thire in.Bt; ae 
-ddéath—at the death observe. ( fear, hear !).Severpihersts 
-were killed inthe chace.” (Hear, hear!). .Agd-Uro,eae' 
count ecnerally concluded with a statement thatise sages: 
ero.t wts the -fiuest ever’ remembored. «(Hearshter 2: 
He did hot mean to attaak the amusements oft boners 
able friends, in which, any: more than in hopep-raagitay bee. 
. Ail not contemplate that degree-of .cruelty whieh others 
-were dis:sosed to diseoger in both... [t: did net alpayefals. 
Jow that fhe whip was nece:sury.in a'rase,. theagga, when 
Ht was spared, be woul.! sd mit. it-wra nOt dn Vpeeiquantia: 
of the humanity of the owner, byt a eonvintion ‘thal-rit. 
would pot be of any use: Ry the swage. (fae, denrif) 
“They would all have io thelr recotlectiqn.aningamcethat— . 
‘had occurred lately. at the Epsom races, where, conarary 
‘to all ex pcetation,:a race had beca. wan bys hawt oftbe 
whins:in the application of which, tortbat parppsemore, 
‘euffering mus! have been endured -than-in-qny oftiiners . 
‘case of crocity to horses or other: anditede:.: U pen tthe 
“whol » he: Jies wht. the bill wou lad Uni @ <lsrice.o 
Mhat House, an an act’. of) monstrous -injpastige fa Bho 
Yower clisses, and -upon that grouad shed. proposm tb 
tieative the motion tor the. Speaker legaive. ‘the tilintg, 
with a view afterwards to move that the bit bu ceuneatead . 
“dhis da, three months. ee 
*, Mr. Steven was ready to-do justice to dhe insanity anil - 
‘talents of the right bomourable gentleman, Qat begred, . 
‘whea be talked of the husnanity clolinod by ot lrevsy: to ask 
‘whether that right honourable gentlegtan,. and. above tehd 
thoovht vith hin, did not afttetta be above vutgar pre 
fudices ? He demed, that this way a nuw ert, a9 had been 
ptated,. in, legislation: because hawahity. hadl-ever. been 
en characteri-tic of Britigh jurisprudence. .. [1 wasthe duty 
‘of that Houge to protect useful animals from wahten‘anil . 
*malicion.. creclticss and: he contondéed thet 4f. anyoot-tie: 
‘eases alluded to by the right honourable gettipean, shouted. 
‘eome within that Jescription, the persons eennerted watt 
‘he withia the operation of ibe act. ‘Fhe biR was intended: 
‘to prevent practices specifieully mehtioiety!wnd> all-tko - 
objections of the right honournble. gqntlemant were, orl te -- 
‘{hé enactments of the bill, and -might be tteino ted baa, te 
Committee. The argument of the righ® Worssu tate got 
. - “tlemag, hamely, that the-bill did nol gefarciegijwdull 
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equal y: pp nly? to: ptivcht-all ‘crimes, if it were to be ads 

o- taw: cowl reach dishonesty generally, but 
thet dkey could:notpreyveat the moral cxistence of dis- 
honesty. by any positive Inw) that. wowtd be no-reason why: 
houktbrdaRert:, ftlens, . apd: et bhrs, shonkd: not be. punished 
by tw: : AB Wer tilly che! -conttmded, went directly’ to its 
objet ‘and 5 ‘strely shail have - his ' mypst'cerdial and des 


opine Decies Ghiely shed ‘hoped that: the cable. and. cone 
vindins specth: 6 the-rieht bdngarable gériieman oppo< 


’ sitty woeld-Have Broduced-ar unanimous voic against the 


Ditisiry chet(Hetise. -. Be, wis an: enenty to he -bill on the 
gtbusdé stated by the right bohoarable gémtleman, as welt 
aM ibeotustitedid cbt-drow any definite line: to: make thé 
offen ovr each werk comeguently lead! to arbitrary de» 
I cr a 1 
ny Bas Witter forte neueid’ ubly and eloquently in iuge 
portdofathe tilt, aint ‘strongly: enforced the argirtients df 
his widtidn Mr. Gtewen.): ™ 
Ao dF indhans, vin explinttion, said, “that ‘when he 
spoke ‘of perisaliiy -inth: selection of axiimnals, what he 
Thehatived, thatthe: velertio::was that species of croelty 
miaicin dest lolderelasses: whre likety to comunit, but not 
that species ofctrnelty: which’ vos-dtkely.to come fromm per- t 
sone ing thand md rahit-id tite with thembirlees. 2-1 
Mr. Fronkland thought that a bHLys6 Ssovel ih its nature 
He the qriseht -reqnirest wore: Firma sfor its dae considéra- 
tion. He did not‘nreditmany-bf' the facts which had bees 
atated;' ancPcallert forevide ce to be produced at the bar. 
Dethen-niedtioned ttrat he himself saw a man once etrik. 
ing: a horse dn the head: with thé. buttjcnd of litg-whip,..ia 
a manner’ thet sppdrredr to: hin most. cruef aad Drbial. 
dtestterfered y-but!the man,’ with.o most goud-humenred 
countenuricey uesu red -hiftr’ bat it:was neocesarg to frighiok * 
the horse by strifitg 4rom:on the head, ‘and that if he had 
atynick him with the small-end- of the WMDs ‘it va have 
pes the animal:to greater pain. rf 
Morr Jekyl protested. himself a warm s friend 40 Yo the bill, 
swbicht wars fon ndext on moral principte.::: He had «many 
seats Hace ‘considdred this sttbject of -cructty da unimela, 
togetlier with: his:noble: friend (hard Prskine) the mover 
sofiti. r There: was ore case which. was. peanigsly. brought 
Before thetr notice when: id tthe:time of tecaroity; A nurh - 
-horof hosies ¢hat: bad’ been: seat -te ‘Se blaughteredionse, wer: 
kept famishing, till really, like Duncan’ s horses, they 
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gon, arid tie wowld theat him as he pleased, ¥ ach 
The Chareniboy of the Exchequer was rend te 

predit to the intentions of the ne ord wae 
thought that it was a abject whieh bat 
“sideration, «If cach casey ns that vtated By ae 
and Jearnett’ friend (Mir. SekyH)- were: inbendher 
Gaded under the ‘general’ worls of wantortig ek teins 

chously abnsing those asiimals, he could not ¥u4, 

his mind te awen! to it: for who was toda ey 
of the quantity of food which ought to Be yg ‘ite 
_ the qasntity of panbshrtent or of spurriug: why 7: oe 
necessary to oblige a horte tq make theexergy, ~ 
shecessary 2 “Who was to judge of the exerfion’ 
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euqe iS.) . ..CeOMLTY vo antants. . a 

ithe close of, the stsetons aml 

i aching sunhe hed been a0 long considering 

the subject, bad. no} sede. ia bi completc, they rite 

wellidespair of, their. powers: of ending it with vo Jiftle 
time for:consideration, . 

See Samuel Romilly ook), pst altow-(imt there wns ‘any 


thing,yin, this bill and indefinite as had heen . 
that nble 


stated \by, the right teman. ‘The words of 
Ee bill were, ‘* vegalonty aie smulicions “aciag 
These were) not, word, af gee ‘and indefinite significas 
tiow, but such as. wagi x Ed | juries on other occasions 
conceived sufficient for. their direction, * As'o the quane 
thy pip IMEAE OF spycrity, the criine was cnfirely iit 
é¢ Ehite, where a man bas dominion over 
pha bsanchas 0 a.master over his apprentice, 
hig, child ed, the; can never he-fice: runtable 
fr pi thal which muy be ‘necessary, af 
“genceivertto be necessary with uspert to these ' 
Mis, their duty to, govern. ..\Phere'was ng one, ver, 
would. say that,there weve'not degrees of cructy in the 
exercise of, this power which our laws very propery Pe 
:nish;,and which juries and mmagisttites do not § 
dificult 19 determine, But in this bifl ‘the words “‘-wan- 
tonly.and,nmpliciansly” i being Ferd ‘Ft would be st 
ee Sor,ahe juries to. saistake the proper fine. "He did 
not see how there could be an: y doubt; ‘and he thought it 
WO itees honk thing, cis if the legislature were 
from. ng hen, Fon ae statement tat 
mmagiatrates ig re Turiee-wou Not undérstand. them, and 
ld determine in a manner that the law never intend- 
peer wea blso.suppraing magie(raics and juries to be 
of common. sense, and: incapable Of fink 
7 ingen " Tagan rine shoal be gonosived wanton one tom 
ithog| they are al wed to erfect}y cas 
% : geal of jadging of what is tinreasonalle cfc toa 
jy eran tice. He difered very fuel mtb the 
7 hones ‘gentlemen, (ihe Obhncellor of the Bx- 
Pa i in. his oedy boast, of the case (Hat-had-bten stated. 
abt, but, that if a man were to" bri 
horses, or aay otlier sentijive gains 
md 12 ourifined :place, famisting to stich, @ he 
-upon eachother, that. this:wos a wentoy and 
eae of his daininion .over Those animale? 
hear! foam many. members.) ‘An beasuratte gem 










ay 








b.) THE DABINAMENTARVIRUG BT ER. 
‘upow anclr‘a ‘day ; above filly: horde poy 
, dhe commencement of the chace, only, 7 
watuth—tnt the death observe. (Hearse 
-were killed inthe chace.” ( Hegr, 
-count génerally, concluded with 
spout” wts the finest ever’ ranger. 
Vie dil nd mean to attaak thay yf 3 - 
able frierids, in whichyany'w y £7: 
romtemplate thas ‘gy 
: sid lo disgugeat 2 77 
dow that flie whip o j 




















fit was spared, be 






jof the humanity. ate og » toanimals 
‘Would pot ‘he of? f + l proceed from 
-Tliey would. all Pe wag no doubt at alk but 
shad occurred ‘F suoried had been-done, det 


.pect fo crulty te animals only 

-y of the propesty-of dhe owners of 

-as another, point of. viewin which shis 
we of great political,impartnnce. Ty whe 


Ho alles pe 
-whips: in 
centering’ 





“case i 
“ey _nlic interest that the pegple-of (his, country should 
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generally Jed the way-tq cruelly te‘ oar :fallawe 
Zine ‘Tis was well «eaeydsed: by our. inimijable i 
Ai Hogarth, who: traced. fo. cauel samlerer from the i 
by torinentor of animaly, He riglly bellened-thia bill 
ight be. considered, ip a yseay dogres 4 a bill fomithe ' 
vention of crcl mprdets, er or 
For going intg the Commifigs 40.—Against i 27.. 
_ Tho House then. went intezhe Gomunittens, "ty ae 
A conversation. of, cansiderable least teak, place, ba, 
the point whethgr the offence should pr .dhould..ubt be 
deemed 3 anisdemeavor, trinhlebefore a jityet a eu. 6 
Mr. D. Giddy, the Ghangellay of thd Exchequerpand 
Mr. R. Dundas thought it, ought: not to ke such o skiep 
demeanor, but, that at all events. the Commistea ghoul 
uot at that time proceed further. ; Mr, Wiadhabaragd 
Mr. W. Smith though} the, chairman, should sepurt-peo 
gress. Mr. Steven thought the yiawe might stand, ty 
adding a few words. Mr, Jekyll and Me. Mlatcie wem 
of epinion the offence should be a'misclemenyd) ad ! 
Mr. Lockhart observed, that, as +99 , much, divegsisy of 
opinion prevailed at that ljte hour,.he chought it sight t 
snove that the Committee be counted. 4 abate 
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“ry from the oppusition side of No, no-—that the 
\n report progress. i 
\\Nbot (the: Speaker) said,’ that as an honourable 
NX moved that the House be counted—the rule 
must be strictly cowplied with, and it was 
er of the chairman of a Committee, or g 
' @ chair of the House, to put any, other 
otion was made. ek 
ccordingly counted, and there pot 
on members present, the House ad~ 
-S& OF LORDS. 
TUURSDAY, JUNE 15. oo, 

yal assent was given by commission to the vote. 
edit bill, and other bills—in all, public and private, 
chirt Tone. | ; 7 be ., ; 
The commissioners were, the Lord Chancellor, the Earl. 
of Fi ylesto d, and Lord Walsingham. 7 
7 judges salaries. bill was brought up from the Com- 
mons by Sir James Graham, and other. members, and.read. 

a first time, 


a BEATS IN PARLIAMENT BILL. « 
The Earl of Liverpool, in moving the order of the: — 
day for going into a Committee on this bill, stated shortly 
the grounds on which it was now proposed for their lord | 
ships’ adoption.’ Fle thought it necessary to observe, that 
this bill had no connection with the question of parlia- 
mentary reform. Upon that question he’had no hesitation 
to declate his sentiihents, being fully convinced, after the’ 
most mature deliberation, that parliamentary reforin would 
he-unwise and impolitic, and that it could, not be effected 
without destroying the constitution. He could only figure 
to himself the most mischievous consequences from bring- 
ing all the efections to the standard of Westminster and 
Middlesex. The present mixed system, on the contrary, 
afforded the best chance for dll classes ‘of mén to be ade- 
quately represented. “With respect to the present bill, it 
was not intended, ‘in the slightest degree, to take away 
from the fair legitimate influence of property, but to render 
il]Jegal the abuse of that influence, and the (raffic of it for 
Vor. I1L.—1809. °° 4R 
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money. The practice of selling seats in Parliatnent had, 
there was reason to believe, been carried of for a coasi- 
derable period in a covert way, but had only been openly 
admitted and avowed for the first tithe in the present seae 
sion. Having, however, been so openly avowed, it be- 
came absolutely neceseary for the Icgislature to interfere, 
and to render this abuse illegal. They must either legalize 
the traffic, or render it illegal. There was some doubt whe- 
ther this practice was or was not a misdemeanor at cor 
mon law: but, at all events, the common law could not 
sufficiently reach it, and therefore it became necessary to 
prevent this abuse by special enactments. Under these 
circumstances he trusted. there would be ho objection to go 
through with the bill. " . 
Earl Groscenor considered this measare in principle, 
as in some degree a measure of partiamentary reform, and 
with respect to that question in geueral, he hoped to hive 
to see the day when the system of parliamentary reform 
proposed by Mr. Pitt, would be carricd into cfe@t. He 
wished to go no further, and had no objection to making 
compensation to those whu would by such a measuse stts- 
tain considerable toss in the valwe of their propert . With 
respect to the bill, however, as now framed, he thougtt it 
nugatory and delusive with reference to its professed ob- 
ject, whilst it tendetl in its practical effect to throw.the 
weight of influence into the hands of ministers, as by in- 
serting the word ‘‘ express” the patronage of the crown 
might be used with impunity in procuring seats. He 
. could not therefore support the bill in its t shape. 
Lord Viscount Sidmouth approved bighty of the prin- 
ciple of the bill, and thought it absolutely necessary that 
some measure of this kind should be recorded in the statute 
book. If that were not the case, would it not be incumbent 
upon the noble and learned lord (the Lord Chancellor) or 
tbe Master of the Rolls,'or Masters in Chancery, the prac- 
tice of selling seats having been avowed, to sell the seats 
attached tp property, or influenced by property under 
their management, for the most money that Sout he got 
for them. He should have wished, that the penalties in 
this bill had been rendered more severe, that the solemnity 
of an oath had been added with respect to transactions, 
where it was very difficult to have evidence, and that the 
word ‘* express” had net been inserted. He would not, 
however, endangey the bill by proposing amenduients a! 
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this late period of the semion, thinking it abeolutely. ner 
ceasary that ibe principle of this bill should be without 


y *. 
| Tha Earl-ofCarysfort ihought the provisions of the 

Dill fell-far short of ita title and preanyble, and that they 
tended {6 ipcrease ihe influerce of the patronage of the 
ciowa.. He could nat give bis support to a bill so de- 

qeptive amtiillusive. -——- . 

+, dard BoringdendAecferded the bill, and contended that 


— {the word “‘ express” had not been introduced, it would 


have been scarcely possible to make even the most innocent 
use of (he patronage of the crown, and it might even have 
bappened pnder the bill, as it would then have stood, 
that pergona might -haye been called npon to prove a ad« 
ive, | 
The Earl of Rosslyn coramented upon several parts of | 
the djll, for the puxpone of shewing the futility of its en« 
aciments as ihey new stood, particalarly with respect to 
one of its professed objects, that of preventing the abusa 
of thegpatronage of the cromn. There was notnear the 
same moral..guilt in trafficking seats for money, as in 
trafficking fgt them.the patronage of the crdwa, and yet 
the differenge in. ihe enactments wjth respect ig the twa 
objects, wag poculiasly marked. In the former case broad 
and gener! words, were used, bat in the latter, by inserts 
ing the word §* express” it was scarcely possible that they 
could reach any case of abuse, unless where the parties 
were insane enoagh toe make an express agreement. | 
| The Earl af Selkirk alse condemned the bill as now 
worded, and contended that it was a mere trick and des 
ion on the cqantry. : 


The Earl of Buckinghamshire thought, that by enact- 


ing the principle of this bill, and recording it on the statute 
book, that the best answer would be given to the violent - 
reformers, as it would shew that an abuse -was no sooner 
discovered than a remedy was. applied; and it was re- 
markable that those who were Ipudest ip calling for res 
form, seemed fo consider the measure in this point of 
view, as they opposed it the moment.it was introduced. 
He could have wished that it bad been rendered more 
ficient ; but be thought it of great importance to enact 
abe principle, aud from that other enactments might 
ow. ; 


Lord Mulgrave contended, that there was a clear dis- 
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tinction between trafficking seats for money'and ‘using tie 
patronage of the crown—it being in the former case en- 
tirely gratuitous, whilst in the latter the patronage might 
be used with innocent aad honourable motives, althou 
in its effect it might bave an influence m‘proéurihg 'k 
return.” It was necessary, therefore, to guard agatist ret- 
dering criminal the innocent .use of patronage’ and were 
it not for the inseriion of the word ‘‘ exprese,” it'wotfd 
scarcely be possible to use that patrenoge in any ‘way 
Witbout being liable to the charge of malsrig an implied 
agreement with respect (o someelection., ~°- 9 ~ — - 
The Marquis of Douglas. objectod tothe -principté of 
the bill. He conceived it to-be:a mere delusion: fi re- 
cognia d evils which not one of the provisions of (te bill 
went to correct. 
~ The House then went iuta a Committee. | 
Earl Groscenor objected to the word “ express,” as 
applied to contract, agreement, oc. for purchdse of'a seat 
~in Parliament. oe Phe 
. The Lord Chanccllor argued on the other stife. **. 
A «division took place, when the numbers weré— 
For the clause as it@tood - - - 23 
Agoinstit - - -"--- = - 9 
‘Majority in favour of the clause—14 . 
The other clauses were then gone through, the report 
was received, and the bill was ordered to be read third 
time the next day. tb 
‘Ibe loval militia bill also went through a Comuniitec, 
was reported, and ordered to be read a third time the 
next day. a ut ) 
The other bills were forwarded in their stages. 
Adjourned. . . 


b 


aueneewuerees 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
THURSDAY, JUNE 15. 


The depuly usher of the black rod summoned the 
House to the House of Lords, where the royal assent was 
given by commission to the Trish militia regulation bill, 
the bankrupt laws amendment bill, and the Manchester. 
water-works bill, 

A messenger from the Fast India House presented a 
yeturn of writers and cadets sent to India, from the year 
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1793, wp ta. the datest period to which the account.could 
be madoup. . : 7: : 
Mr. Huskisson: presented an account of the amount of 
three per cent. annuities transferred to the commissioners 
‘for (he teductioa of the national-debt.—Ordcred to lie.on 
the table. ; , 

. Mr. Huskissen presented an account of the amount of 
the four and.a half per- cent. duties, and the pensions and 
salaries paid out of them during the present reign. 

. Mr. Excovey said; that this was merely a return from 
the Exchequer, and did not go the length of his order. 

Mz, -Huskisson said, that the return bad been made up 
as far as it could, and was correct so fnr as it went. | 

Mr. Creevey was satisfied with the explanation; but 

ve notice, that next session he would move, that these 

aties be applied as originally intended, according to the 

colonial act of 1768." ‘ «°° 

After a few words from the Speaker, Lord Felkstone. 
Mr. Perceval, aud Mr. Creevey, the paper was ordered 
to liegon the table. ‘ . 

The judges’ salaries bill was read a third time and - 


ISLE OF MAN. 


Mr. Creevey wished. to know bow mnch of the pro- 
duce of-the customs of the Isle of- Man was'applied to 
public purposes. He therefore moved for an‘account of 
the produce aad application, from the year 178{.— 
Ordered. . . - 

Mr, Creevey then moved for a similar account -respect- 
ing the produce of certain lands which had ‘belonged to 
Lord Amherst in Canada, in lieu of which 3000/. was 
paid to that noble lord.—Ordered. 


CATALONIA. 


Lord Cochrane gave notice, for next session, upon the 
,subject of operations on the coast of Catalonia, &c. unless 

_ ministers should, daring the recess, pay such attention to . 
the point as to render his interference unnecessary. 


PRIVATE BILLS. 


. Mr. Perceval gave notice,- that -next session he would 
move a resolution respecting the limitation of the time for 
-_preseating private petitions. He also gave notice for 
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next session, ofa motion, fonnded apen a resolution of 
the present session, respecting the appointment of a per- 
eqn to be repansible for the care of private bills. 
. USUAL GRANTS, , 

Mr. Perceval next moved, that some cbarch ity 
be conferred by bis majesty’ on the chaplain of the 
House; that 1200/. be granted to Mr. Wharton, theclain- 
man of the Committees of supply and ways aad means;: 
that the usual sums be granicd to the clerks of the Hoase, 
the sérjeant at arms, the clerks. ot Committees, &c.2 ant 
that the journals of the Hoase and iulexes to theas-be 
printed.— All agrved to. a 


SEATS IN PARLIAMEYT BILL. ey 4 

Sir F. Burdett eaid, he rdse for the purpose. of sebn 
mitting to the House, nota plan for changing ibe .cotm 
stitation of Parliarucat,. but to lay hefore them sqme- ideas 
+ the subject of tha existing state of the re prespaition. 

is chief reason for obtruding himself gn: House, at 
this late period of the session, was to put an esl tothe 
misrepresentations, and prevent those ambiguities and 
misconceptions of which he had so much reason te com- 
plain. He wished to show how far he was inclined to 
and how far he would net go on the subject.. The. 
cipal object, however, of the motioa, with which .he 
meant to conclude, was, that Parliament sheuld, at ag 
eatly period of the next sension, take inte its: consi 
tion the state of the representation. This subject.was nod 
taken up by bim upen ght grounds. It had long been 
the object of all the xefleetion and. eonsiderntion dre 
was able te bring to it. Hewas anxious alam to shaw.that 
he did not entertain those views that:were atteibuted tq 
him, and that in bringing forward a question i 
upon any changc in the presént constitution of that House, 
he was not acivated by motixes teading-te excite dissa- 
tiefaction. In introducing the subject to the notice of the 
House, he would abstein, as far as it was poasible, from: 
any exaggerated representation of the sete of. the grien- 
ance he was anxious fo remedy. It was not his object to 
introduce into the House.a subject. df angry contention, 
but of amicable Wacaission te waald retsaie fromce 

ecting upon any set of med, ar alluding to 
vesy extraordinary avownls that bad boon made de dank 


~ 
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Hause in: the course of the present session; but with all 


this dispositiow to, avoid any topics tending to provoke 
irritation and excite angry feclings, he thought it ne¢ces- 
sary to notice some doctrines which had been lately ad- 
vahced within these walls—doctrines as mischievous to 
the pubtic as they were unfounded and dangerous. He 


‘imust agdin repeat, that in unfolding his ideas of what the 


representation was, and of what it onght to be, it was his 


. wish to avoid evety angry feeling on the subject. In 


order to do this, it would_be necessary for him to state 
whence he conceived the mischief to arise—what was its 
nature and extent,; next, to explain the nature of the 
remedy he meant to propose, to shew that itwas simple 
and practicable, and abovegll, that it was not inimical 
to’ the spirit. antt practice Of the constitution, or rather 
that it was the constitution. By the constitution, he did 
mot mean that mysterious thing which cluded the gras 
and comprehension of common observers. ‘That he le 
to those of sublimated genius, who soared above the 
clouds to reach it; but the constitution he meant, was 
feat which wus to be found in the statute book, and in 
the common law of the tand. If it could be shewn that 
what he had to propose was not agreeable to the laws, he 
should feel obliged to any honourable member who would 
be at the trouble of correcting him, and consent to aban- 
don it. Rut if, on the contrary, he coald shew that what 
ed was agreeable’ to these laws, was consonant 
t& the principles recorded in our statutes, and in anison 
with the usages which ptevaifed at the best times of our 
constitution, then he would have done enough to justify 
himself, anc to render it neoessary for Parliament to ap- 
ply itself tothe subject. There was a most extraordinary 
ine lately: advanced in that House, on which he 
thought ft necessary to say a few words. It -was asserted, 
that corraption was hot only inevitable, but that it was 
abectutely nevessaty in such 4 constitution &s ours, and 
that it was not so much an cvil as a poot. Now, of alt 
the bgld and paradoxical assertions he had ever heard, 
this was one of the greatest. Upon these gentlemen’s 
principles, the corruption was hot tolerated for the sake 
of the constitytign ; but the constitution for the sake of 
the corruption. Bat the persons who advanced this most 
stionstrous arid pernicious principle could only have looked 


. at the constitution as it appears in the modvrn practice, 


+ 
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where every thing is confounded.: Instcad of being, as it 


should be, a system composcd of king, lords, and’ commons, *“ 
they bad an assembly’ there which did not represent the ™ 


people, and usurped the prerogatives of the crown. It 
a 


d also becn advanced in support of corruption, that it ° 
was an incovenience or disadvantage consequent upon gur | 


prosperity ; that it grew with our growth, and strengtb- 


ened with our strength. He wished that the reverse of nig : 


maxim could be applied to it, and that it would be saic 


of it, (hat it decayed with our decay. When he mentioned * 
decay, he deprecated its being supposed that he was in- © 


clined to despair of the energies or resources of this coon- 
try. No: he was persuaded that it ‘was only. necessar 
to restore the constitution to jis primitive purity to enable 
the country to bear up against, and finally triumph over 
all the difficulties and dangers by which it was threat- 
ened. Corruption was also defended, at different times, 
upon other grounds. Some persons represcnied it 
so light a matter as to be hardly deserving of notice. 
Others, on the contrary, maintained that it had arrived 
‘to such a stite of maturity, and that it was withal so 
rank and luxuriant, that it was impossible to be checked. 
One of the apologists of the lesser grievance had given 
to these petty corruptions the epithet of ‘ cheese-parings 
and candle-ends.” He recollected to have read in a cole 
lection of old proverbs, that °° all the king’s cheese weut 
in parings,” than which nothing could be mare appro- 
riate to the extent and nature of these corruptions, 


hey were, every one of them, an abuse of the prvoga- , 


tive. But whether the grievance was young or old, of 
tender or mature growth, he thought it could be removed. 
Principiis absta was a known and approved maxim, and 
upon the authority of that he would oppose the farther 
growth of the slight corruption. If the evil had reached 
the luxuriancy that was supposed, still there Would not 
be means wanting to repress It. With a fair and proper 
House of Commons, the evil, however great, however 
inveterate, might be remedied. Much of that which the 
House had been doing this session related to. reform. It 
had come tc this issue, that some reform was necessary. 
The bill which they had lately passed. on the gybject of 
representation, shewed that something further was neces. 


sary to be done. It had been advanced in the course of | 


a discussion, in which the subject of reform: was inci, 
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epgtally tanghed upon, that all men acted from mixed 
motixes... This, indeed, was a very convenient doctrine 
to defead coiuptiog. It went directly to cut out all 


| -prjpciples of morality by the roots. When it was im- 


popsible.(o tell the precise nature of the mixture, how 
could it be asceriaincd whether the good, or whetber the 
bad motives predominated?—Notwithstanding the boldness 
of this assertion, he would undertake to shew, if be did 
not fear to trespass on the time of the House, that men do 
not act fran mixed motives. They act from ambition, 
from avarice, from passion, from fear, and the endless 
variety of impulses to which human nature is subject; 
but no mon acts from mixed motives. Jn acting from 
differeut motiyes, he canuot be said to act from mixed 
motives. His motives are not gixed, because they tend . 
Jifferent ways to gue object ; lke fhe many roads which 
lead to {big great town, ox the numerous rivers that pour 
_themsel veg into the sca. . 

‘heye was another dactrive also advanced, which was 
extremely migchievqus. ft was said that whife the forms 
ef the constitution remaingd they were so excellent and 
good, that something was Icft, agi great hopes night be - 
-entertained that the subsjance of that constitution might 
-be restored to its pristine health and purity. In support 
of this, and to illustrate the danger of seeking protection 
from one power against another, the fable of the stag and 
the borse had been quoted ; meaning, no doubt, that to 
avoid the evils of democracy, they should not throw them- 
selves info, the arms of prerogative. At least, so he un- - 
derstood it. For bis part, he telt no apjrehcnsien for the 


application of qhat fable. He had no fear of the prero- 


gelive; it was part of tle law of the land. It was agabnst 
its abyse, under a House of Commons, constituted as the 
present was, that be was anxious to guard. His object 
wis to restore the balance of the constitution; to allow 
its due weight and rights to the prerogative, and to re- 


conquer and restore their rights to the people. The pre- 


rogative was given (o protect the rights of the people, and 
it was to its abuse only that the present state of the repre- 
sentation was owing. Now, one word more on the sub- 


ject af the forms of the constitution : that any thing could 


received from them toward ameljorating the present 
state of the representation, or restoring it to its old and 


true principles, he had aot we least hope. Of all the 
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‘tyranbits by whieh the powers anil! faeuties af mag were 
bewed dows and oppressed, that whjols: was carridd: on 
Muder the frrots of legislation was the grentest: '-Piis was 
the Srightful slate of Rome, as desertbed by the ‘grt 
Roman histariaa, Tacitus, te his account:iof the f 
Tiberius. The most borrid despotiaw: that the: tnind of 
wean could. conceive was oarried on vunder 2deplitadtive 
forres, There were senates, both. for deliBetwtieg: wad 
discussing, and the people retained thei tribunes;andiall 
ithe emblems of their ancient freedow and ‘weight ithe 
state. Many. petsans were naturally fenrful- ofl} what ‘ions 
called innovation. It was ao observation ‘of the «cale- 
brated Lord Bacen, that of all the. Linduators be ‘had 
heard of, time was: the preatest; .so! that while. fine vas 
chauging every thing around them;. they verngiried: stiff. 
‘The rotten boroughs were an innovation irodéced ‘by 
time. These bocal sovervigaties: wefe! x0" nsany en croach- 
ments on the prerogative; and it was owing.te thesextiat 
‘they had such a Hotse of Conimons new, us @he coantry 
never saw frem the first William: to thisctime:: -it-sas 
wowing to this that writs were serit to: sorh plarey as. St. 
‘Mawe’s and Gatton,from whence the voice of the people 
never could be heard. Sach a departire from the 
nuine principles of the constitution was not.tobe endured : 
-or at least i¢ was not to be endured with satisfaction muth 
longer. It was a gross error in the parliamentary teasers, 
‘who opposed the court in the ‘reigr of the Stuarts, ‘to 
-think thal, in encroaching on the prerogative, they wére 
‘increaving the rights of the people. It was the ebjert of 
these persons te have it believed that the rights of ‘the 
aavercign were in dircct hostility to the righis of the 
ple. Now this was so far from being the fect, thut the 
prerogative was given for the good of the people; ard the 
constitution, in forming that House, meant that it should 
‘be'a shield against the abuse of the prerogative. In re- 
‘storing to the people their rights, he did not mean to put 
4s sword into their hands to destroy ofbers, but a shield to 
protect themselves. When James came imo England, 
one of his first-orders were, that writs should not--be sent 
to rotten boroughs. Similar orders were afterwards is- 
ened by succeeding sovereigns. This waia proef that 
the sense of the people could not be collected from sech 
places. This systeny was the sole cause of the. present 
state of the representation. This system encroached wpon 
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the greroyatizie; at ‘the: same time that it trampled on the 
ngigbisnes the-pdople. « A'third -power 'was thus created. in- 


_ ecto ebiistitirtion- equillly hestite: to the king atd ‘to the 


\eebjenti—epdrcr whith playedthem offalteraately against 
7 othin j-at-one time holding up the. soveteign as a 
tolprdat 3-4¢ anothes, branditig the people as seditions and 
ovibellipés.ilt. was by these acts, by this detestable ma- 
| mageront, Hint this botough-mongering faction rcigaed the 
Larbierpef sdciety. ‘To break the corrupt, mischievous, 
sifting urtconetRutional er of this party was no tess his 
2, Ohjentythan'to-unite'the king.and ‘his people in one bonid ; 
ilo-a bond. where allegiance aml protection combined, ancl 
' miutdallpy upbeld ant stvengthened cach other. “The.great 
1 kuovch Cokethad well. desertbed-the inconveniences of any 
‘great sldpartare from thd‘ censtitation. It would seem as’ 
. ifhe bhdsthia berough-morger system (fot odious as the 
Name -was, be could net-cescribo it by any other) in con- 
. templetion.-.The pernicious power of this class was as 
 mrong a 'proof es conid be required, ‘of the great advan- 
be: thet: would arise from tecurring (o the true principles 
. \Ob the odngtitution: the very first of. which was, that the. 
. people of this country ‘were entitled to a property in their 
- ,quitigeeds. -I¢ aves offered to be proved at the bar of that 
‘Hosise, tat there were 157 persons who could return a 
‘ majority of its members. If that were so, these 157 per- 
‘mw: Were in fact the sovereign. They can impose taxes ; 
. they: ean burtben the country with imposts; they can 
trample on the rights both of the nominal sovereign and 
, tke people. + But this faction, third power, or usurpation, 
or'whatever else any one pleased to call it, was no part 
. of thé censtitntion:of the country.. This principle of local 
legialators was totally hostile to the laws of Engtand. 
-L£h8 could come back to the constitution without in 
the' least impairing its form, injaring its substance, or cven 
chenging.what exists, he trusted the country at large, and 
‘ the Honse, would see the propriety, the neceesit; and, 
above all, the safety of adopting at least part of the ideas 
-he'meant 40 lay before them. hatevet discontents had 
of late yedrs arisen, were principally to be attributed to 
the-system he bad described, and to an unfortunate, though 
well-founded , conviction that that House was not composed 
in the manner it should be. Were it otherwise, the people 
-weald have borne their burthens more cheerfully than 
they heals. Before he proceeded to state very simply the 
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kind ef reform whick.he mesnt to apply ta ‘the 

state vi.the reprcecntation, he. nruuld endsaveme | to! gots 

out some of. the: jnoonverience: resuléag. from. posseres 
ance in. theopposiie systen.: And. here. he tmust.adveit 66 
the state of ireland, that most important pert idf she 
empire. That country, he was persuaded, woold aersde 
grrat aod substantial benefit fromi.what he meant al pre 
pose. He felt.it very difficult to.speals omthat pret iefcthe 
subject, without breaking through the roje: he shad daéd 
down. He ferred ta touch the nutmeareus grievances ondtr 
which that country groaned, lest he éxprets hinmelf 
with more warmth than hc iatended,.or eyght,. demsisteit 
with the respoct that was due to that.House.. Heveate 
tained, however, the most sanguise hopes, nay,, he was as 
confident as he contd be of thu result of any graatpolits 
cal moasurc, that the reform in the Tepeesendation .ilo 
shoud suggest would unile Iychand , with this gownpriy, 
that it would produce .an union af. bearts and hardsya» 
stead of an union accotn panied. bya system ofvintolesange 
that ought oot be tolersateb—accompanied. by a systeth 
of narrow-minded policy.. It was not ta, beendaued that 
fous millions of Iristbmen should be. aliens inithejr anifpe 
Jand ; that they skould bé put eut of the palo of:the Com 
stitation, and denied those privileges which (God, antl 
hature intended they should possess. He -thought by 
what he had to propose, he should pave a way forjmectiag 
grievances thot excited great dissatisfaction in that pout 
try. By hringisig a groat majority of the jwhabitents.of 
Treland within the-scope of the coustiluiion, he should 
convert that which was now our weakness. info. car 
strength, and cnect into a bulwark. for our defence. what 
might be turned inte an instrument for our destcostion. 

He was anxiaus to place not only the simple crewa apon 
the kiag’s head, but to rcstore to. him the sceptre, sew 
held and wielded by the borough-mongers, who , 
-all the real power aad authority in the state, leaving the 
sovercign nought but ile mere shew and pageantry of his 
situation. One conseqegnce of having his rights. thas 

filched from him was, that he was under the necessity of 
confining himelf to the circle atc val kim. . Hie time was 
spent in balancing interests, in playing off ome patty 
against another,,and of chdeavouring Fo uphold wai 
maintain the administration of bis choice by sueh means. 
This was the cause that the soyereign had more the ap- 
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peneanpe, 4f = wopiesdanoer thani a ‘king.:. Ft “requtret! all 
tidcta lonts mand. abtivity, to-mainteim the slippery elevation 
t toh he.whs sawed. : ie -was his object:to potan énd 
te thistetatawof danges'‘and/ nncertainty.:' fe would plree 
the throne por: the vock: of the consti¢ation, and. bind 46 
thersdwhtcign the hearts. of every part of-the.empire. Turis 
eq his. motive for. obtruding himself upon the House. He 
witsialse: quzidus to veaidvd the Hlsprounded ‘suspicions 
berwhach te hadtbeer sdlonp ‘tuber. Fle wished to shew 
these who:cither aished or thought he meant¢o go farther, 
Hew fir-he did aesually 'intend: to. go, atid that they were 
Hedeived in snpposing that. ke: entertained. thuse wild and 
extzavagnnt. notions .dttributed to-him. ‘He was anxious 
also .to ex piain bis:object 10 persons who entertained differ- 
entidens> There was atso: another important acquisition 
which hethought might: be secured tor the country, by 
adopting tad ‘prin i ples wk ich ‘he meant to propose. The 
beac iof staxes:by .which the country wae-now burthened, 
he comdai ved: eight .be. much diminished, by briaging 
back the cbnstitetion to it¢ ancient principles. ; He was 
‘mat putéings2 sponge upon the national debt, but he could 
stot bel pthinking that the public barthens might be greatly 
and rapitily.alkevidted, by a Parliament fairly chosen by 
‘the pose.’ ‘Bat whether the taxes should or should not 
jet ditainished ‘by an House.of Commons thus constituted, 
{his ienpeortant. advantage would at-least be secured, that 
the. people: would be satisfied. In the plan which. he 
smean'to propose, he would found himself'upon that which - 
.Leosd, Coke. said, ‘had no fellow, Magna Charta, and the 
ubsequent laws, su ed by all gréat writers of the con- 
séitntiods:of£ states.. ‘These were perpetually inculcating 
te necessity of recurring. to the original principles of the 
eansti~utions on which they: treated ; ond here he could 
noi belp.expressing his regeet, that many great statesnien. 
‘in 4hie country, and among them: Mr. Fox; with all their 
powers of debete and distussiun, ‘skould on ‘this subject 
alone hase Jost all their powers of eloguence. Bat ‘the 
problem. was solved ; the mystesy -was explained ‘by re- 
enllecting that it was offered to preve at the bar ofttic - 
Mousa, that a majority of its-mombers way teturned ‘by 
18% pessans. ‘that majority, or sather the borough-mon- 
. gers, who sent them te Parliament, would not with safety 
he aitacked in-the. strong holds: and fastnesses of corrup- 
tion: do whieh they had jntecudied themaelycs.’. --- 
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He would now, with permission of the Howse, marine 
plan he intended at a more conven : GRpot rT 
ropose. The first article of it was, that Seechelders, 
olders, and others, subject to direct taxation 1a se one 
the church, or the poor, should be entitled to. vole. ,.) Te 
second would prescribe a canvenient divisian.of t pis 
entitled to send members to Parliament,.iand. that. 
subdivision should retyrn a member, By the, thizd, He 
would have the elections {aken in the seyeral.parishes,.aryt 
Parliament reduced’ to a constitutional duratiga. ..By 
this, plan, they woyld get rid of all the inconxeniences, 
vices, and confusion attending elections; they would, 
get rid of the 112 statntea which were enacted at. difareut 
times, for correcting and preventing these. abpsés.- This 
lan neither excluded the revenue officer nor cxcispmag. 
if got rid of all disqualifications, and i aleo :gat sid ef 
that greatest of all auisances, the attorney, whe, wanting 
a job, erected himself into a mock=patriot, god. onder. (he 
shield of (hat, scatiered the speds of confusion, ill 
and permanent hate around bim. His plan would. get rxl 
of rioling. (4 loud cry of Hear, hear!) By jheir:cheer- 
ing, gentlemen seemed to think that it would not; -but let _ 
them only give it.a short trial, and they wauld saan be 
convinced of the contrary. In what be had to propgse, 
he had no view to embarrass ministers, It appeared to 
him that most, if not all, the inconveniences he had eaa- 
meratcd, would be avoided by the elections going.on en 
the same day throughout the country. . One. advantage 
of taking the votes in the way he intended, was, that these 
would be no room fer perjury, no room far. substituting.a 
fictitious for a real elector. Every one. weuld be kpowa. 
It would also put an end to bribery, for.it would nat be 
qorth any man’s while to bribe. He would have .go-ab- 
/ ject todoso. It would. moreover put an end to. all the 
* dissoluteness, and those disgraceful and disgusting scenes 
which revolted the feelings of those who wauld othermme 
be advocates for the exertion of popular right.in its fudlest. 
and freest extent. Jt would put an end to all that cam- 
plicated system of voting, which, under the present state 
of representation, afforded such opportunities for litigation 
of the most harassing and oppressive kind... The tax- 
beok would decide who was entitled to vote. Except 
the lawyers, the atiornies, and the king’s printer, le keew 
 ofno description of men, with the exception of the borougt- 
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dieters? 1fat thits ptaw was not ealculated to satisfy. ‘The 


pute 'woiitd lave a choice ahd’ no contest, ‘instead of 
ravine hk contest'and ‘no choice. If this plan should pass 
ett thé form he! meant’ to’ submit to the House, of be adopt- 
ed to why considerable extent,. he ‘was persyaded the pro- 


| ‘fle wat d' witting? submit to the many inconveniencés 


‘inde which they taboured. A great deal had been said 
th that! Honse on different occasions, on the subject of the 
-Gretville act.’ “Was not that act, in its origin, 4 reform ? 
VA ye, anda greater reform than that he méant to propose, Tt 
“was a reform extorted from that House, and rendered 
“miperiously necessary by the flagrant and disgraceful 
partiality with which ft cxecated its functions, in decid- 
‘ine upon the rights of election and the merits of petitions. 
Be Whs not one ofthe enthusiastic admirers of that act. 
‘He col speak of ‘it from: experience; ‘* Non ignara 
‘anali®* Be saffered from it, according ta the common 
expression; tike’a'toad tntler a harrow. He could not 


' «desctibe the torments which he endured from that act, 


“hen he first tried it; no wonder, therefure, that he was 
Hot disposed to try it ‘a second time. Like some sickly 


- wettlemen, he did not like to go through the same course 


“of inedicine'a second time. If that was a constitational 
‘nxury, as it was described by its panegyrists, he was not 
‘rich enough to enjoy it a sécond time. [t appeared to 
‘Him, therefore, that in getting rid’ of all these evils, the 
‘present state of representation, the whole system of election 
‘faws; the foneiful rights of voting the expenses of peti» 
‘tions, and the luxury, or, as he should rather call it the 
Xortare, of the ‘Grenville act, he would say, that ifhe could 
wet tid of all these by a simple and’ practicable mode, his 
‘plan was eligible on that account alone. There was, 
owever, a much ter advantage sure ta arise from it. 
“Fhey would have the sense of the nation within the walls 
‘of that House, with a moral assurance thit’ no public 
clamour running counter to it would at'any time exist. - 
'- Before he sat down, he would say a word or two of 
Timee!f. The odious epithets of democrat and demagogue 
‘had been applied to him, or so uttered as (o render it inr- 
possible to mistake that they were intentled to apply to 
im. Now, if he was a demagogue, he was the most com- 
@ felo-de-se of a demagoguc that ever'was.’ Was there 
uny thing of the demagogue in the plan he had disclosed ? 
Wias ‘it calculated to: produce that general confusion 
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which those who Inbonred to traduce hie publie-edkidul? 
inrpated to him ? He opened his plan for the perpasedil 
shewing that he did not deserve the calanny by whink 
was assaited. He had long thought on the eabjecty apd 
had at length pnt his thouchts into a definitive shepe, fer 
pulting an end to misrepresentation, and preventéog: mlg- 
conception respecting his future views. He wisbed t 
Jay this important subject open to free and: 
discussion. He would say nothing more apen it at-pre- 
sent, He trusted that in what he said he had avoided 
every thing calculated to excite angry feelings im -tiyet 
House, or to produce disconteat eleewhere. -He tastel 
also that he had fully answered the cals thut.were rande 
upon him—calls which it was an im perions duty to enswer. 
In restoring the constitution, he conceived that. be ome 
strengthening the principles on which the throne was 
established, and that he was satisfying the peoplé at tagme 
In thus explaining the motives of his conduct, im yautifys 
ing himself against the fonl design ireputetl. to -dintl, he 
bad done no more than what the poor .wooum- that whe 
trodden under foot would do if it could speak.. He would 
in the same manner say to those who took the :bberty of 
censuring his conduct, by ascribing motives aiid desigas 
to him which he neither entertained nor contemplated, 
‘ Pray tread no more upon me.”” This was the height-te 
which he aspired. In what he had to propese, tbare- was 
no innovation. He neither intended nor would 

any. Considering what bad passed im the course of the 
session, it wis the duty of the House not to separate withe 
out holding out a rational expectation to the people that 
it would, at an early period, take the state of represemtae 
tion into consideration. The omission te do what. wie 
necessary was in effect an act of commission in advanes 
to danger. He shonld not trespass any longer upon the 
indulgence of the House, but submit to its decision the 
following motion :— — 

“ Resolved, that this House .will, at an early period of 
next session, take into its consideration the state of thé 
representation.” ' roa 
Mr. Madocks seconded the motion. 

, Mr. Perceval thought it incumbent upon him to trouble 
the House with a few observations, after what had fallew 
from the honourable baronet, and they. would be but a ferme 
The object of the honourable baronet appeared to be, that 
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Cae Hemeo. shqukk give.a.pledge.ihat it skquld, early ig 
» Ca into a Commiltes on the state of.the.ter . 
preventetion.. He saw. na reason whatever for entering 
wpen.the question of reform at all, aud thegefore could ag 
figioe, ta vate for. any auch pledge.. Jo .many of the prop 
posi hoes siated oy t e honourable baronet,. he was unable 
do follevehim. Among other things, be assumed itase - 
ire that the. peaple ; were In general desicrous of a reforjas - 
is-he abavlately. deniqad-~-and affirmed, that on, the com 
trexy, dhey were more united against refarm than almog 
Winta any: other question—because they: thought reform . 
waneansary. . He admitted that the honourable, baranet- - 
man ageusamed io associate with a certain desgription o 
whe. mane desirous of xoform, and who.would will. . 
dangly: pass such resolutions op.the gubject as he proposed 
lechem. .. Bat it did not at all follow from that circum. 
stance, that. the generality of the peaple were favourable 
$e vafagm. : He really was at a loss exactly ta know what 
ghe. homousalfle. baranet proposed himself. The honour 
able baronet mid, that all he wanted was to be. found 
apan the statute law of the land. What could he find -- 
there that.could desiroy the ordinary practice.of the cenp ‘ 
etijution?... The statutes indeed were.explicit on the sub- = 
joot-of the tepresentation—but something ‘more. tHan thig. 
wep tp be feynd in the practice of the cqnstitution with 
fegned to that Hogse. W bat did the honourable baronet 
prapos to do wilh respect to.he privileges of that House ? 
She zight.of originating taxation belonged to that House 
at presant, by the practice of the cgnstitution, although 
aot.confraed by. any express statute... Was the honoarr 











‘eble-harpnct cantant to get rid .of thig too among other 


things? . The Lords, ‘certainly, had never given any.ex- 
assem to this privilege, and would. the honourable - 
net.rark.it amongst those abuses. which had grownup | 
ly @ ition to the pregagative ? Bot this was not all, 
Tke honourable baronet maintained, that 113, statutes. 
would be get rid of; that if his- plan should he adopted, ot 
it; weld overthrow bribery, corryption, tumult, &c. Nog 
how was this to be effected? Would no contest take place 
for the representation of the honorable baronet’s districts 2 - 
If. ponteste sbould take plage, then there must.be canvasse . 
iag ; ‘anid all those temptations to bribery, corguption,.ang  - 
peajury would prevail in spite of. the honqurable baranet’s 
lations,- to the tull.ea mach as they prevailed in the 
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acaqal state af things.” “Yel thesewate thE hopes fitch HE* 
held out fo those who. were disposed to Listtn-¢b bas 
sitions ; but how these hopes were to be-readised from! 
plan, he was ata loss to conceive. 'Bul'the Hencyablis 
batonet would further annihilate ‘the reulatéon With We- 
spect’ to the 40 shilling freebolds, ead all-tlat thedhw dad} 
dune on the subject to this day; and -weald itivide thé! 
country into districts, in which all shodie heve- biote 
who paid direct taxes to the state, or the elnirch;:epGhe] 
poor. [Sir F. Burdgtt—No ; these who pa to thee] >}! 
Vell, taking it sn, there might stilt ba doubts. ns sevehets 
sliould be considered as direct taxes. ‘The op tage 
the taxes for the poor, and the assessed tetes, were Piréch§ ' 
but to se(tle this paint completely, there dunst a¢ beost te. 
one preity large statute instead of the 213: of wihticlt we 
were to get rid. Was this the way in which the honvutt: 
able baronet proposed to do andy the necessity of -ens.: 
ploying so many lawyers? (Hear, hear Thettioneuc-: 
able baronet talked of the advantage: of gettiry mebof. fhe 
Grenville act, and of alt the siatutes ngairtet bridiety, dor 
ruption, &c. But why should perjyery be sore diMeo’: 
under his plan than it was at present? In bis daxtsictj'a 1 
man who had already voted, might come: under anger 
-court and swear (hat he had not voted befere, just aremil¢-- 
as the thing could now be done in a county. {Heer; hearty 
He saw no reason whatever to suppose thatany could = 
arise from the plan in this respect. The trethe wes, ttrat- 
stich a plan could never produce the expected effects, ute- 
less the honourable baronet could alter not only the con ~ 
stitution but the frame of the human tmaind-—wales’ be: 
could at once get rid of human prejedioes add humat-. 
sions. This much he dhought it necessary to swy 3 ‘ahd ‘ 
he did not think that there was any occasion for his yobag : 
further. Asto the honourable baronet’s proposition, thst ~ 
the House had admitted that some reform was | 
he never understood that any such admission hud been : 
made. He did not believe thatthe House would athew that 
i) had ever made any such admission ; and the manner ia: 
which the hon. baronet’s proposition had been reeviead, « 
convinced him that he was correct in his opinion. It would -- 
be really raising the plan of the hon. baronet into anime: 
portance which it did not deserve, to dwell upon it:at amie 
great length. The House, he observed, was ready toxnme> 
te adecision; and all that he could say, in. sddition:te- 
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enldad .altendy madt, wonld only sérve' to - 
catatanesnbarremeat antl. delay,; in‘a mitter which was’ 
ablidedguesficieiitly*clear.§ © = 
~MMsts Madecks: obaerved; that the right honourable ‘gen-° 
thank w dined; | theouith ‘the course of -his speech, assumed’ 
that the: dian of. the honetyable ‘baronet was that which: 
would be tvasistett apon, and ultimately adopted in every 
pemioular, proviseil the House agrecd to enter at all into: 
tHe\ponsiderationwf. the -sabject. The-rirht hétourable: 
sare noi titte tomate | this assumption, aithough, 
ps at: She great’ leading points of the plan of 
the-bobournbdle: barénet ‘oaght od preserved: The real . 
jg Wasizrwhether the country was’to be amused with 
: téencen of ' 4 veprésentation, or’ whether it was at 
lnglnedbtetadel nal eticen one The main point: 
of the planiwarthe vesting of franchises in‘ the resident 
honseholtiesil A «botter regulation than this could aot- 
walk lie danceivedis, It had beer treated in a distinguished. 
woes letely-publisked; which those who desired to gain 
igfosMation-on tis subyict could not perase ‘with too 
punch altehtion, ‘as it contained the most solid and satis- 
fagtary teasbns for tise: adoption of sack a regulation. It 
bed daecn thoiinvatiable practice ‘in every raign, froin the 
igne-ef Edward the First to that of Charles the Second, to 
wthéstnte nf the re preeentatidn with respect to boroughs. 
Tibene altemations proceeded upon the variations which 
task place,aniong ¢he towns, some rising into opulence; 
others sitekiag into imtignificance ;: and ia all the plans of 
velptiathet-bad been proposed te the House, whether b 
ManrBitt,: Ms. Grey, or others, it was always a leading 
fepiare to. do ‘away the rutien boroughs, and ‘to vest the 
pe sa wohing in the resident householder. He woald | 
the-libesty. of reading 2 quotation from’ the work to 
whiok he had alleded, which was particularly applicable 


ta.tha poiat-in. question. 


" -$6 Tbe speeies-of property which constitutes this quali- 


finetion ‘hes the advantage of being open, ostensible,’ and 
inéapable of being disputed. It indicates.a real residence, 
abd:implies:a stationary interest’ in the place for which . 
she: vote is given and the representative chosen. Bat be- 
sigdza tha. possession of a competent property, of which 
é4hannccnpation of a House paying taxes is a sufficient - 
yueem » a. householder has other qualities which 
@aght to resommend him to a favourable distinction and 
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particularly to the trust in question. “ He # re 
the. meater, and probably the father of's farnily. - n't 
fizst character he has a personal credit arid respect oF 
woaintaiu: in the second he has given héatazes ta hocrety! 
He is the vatural guardian and virtnal representative, not 
caly of his family and servants, but of all thise who 462 
n@ upon him for support, protection, ~or employ ment) 
gach a station deserves confidence, and shontd be-nradé 
reopectable, that all men be prompted and enconraged 
rsetoit, The relations and duties ‘that belohg to-it ate 
antecedent to positive institutions, and cénstitute st oles 
the! aren vecurity oF civil society t” tata cae 
he rigat honourable gentleman opposite ‘given 
no answer to his honourable friend ; or was the plari,.if 
properly understood, liable to the objeetions which he had 
stated. - With respect to property, which an‘honourabte 
genileman below bad considered as the’ basis of the tupré- 
sentation, no ope could doubt that property was ‘the tree 
hesia; and it was because property was not ‘the Bbsie ef 
sepresentation at present, that he wished itto be altered. 
What right had Old Sarum, and Midhurst, and Gatton, 
to send representatives to Parliameat upon that. prt 
aple? The notion of universal éuffrage ‘he hetd ty be 
‘absurd. But surely it was even more absurd, antl ode 
trary io the principlcs of the constitation, to give the 
right of .ending membere to Parliament to an old: weil, 
orto twenty-five stones in a field (Hear, kear!) The 
bill which bad lately passed in that House (Mr. Carwen’s) 
had only made matters worse by throwing 1 Monopoly of 
the market, for scatp info the hands of the trenbury, 
These partial remedies could be of no ase whierethe ne 
tea was. fundamentally wrong. ‘Phe resolution of £779 
had often beer appealed to in vain; and where then. was 
the use of new enactments, the intended effect ‘of which 
the sysiem necessarily prevented? There ‘was another 
:, point fo which he was desiruus of calling the attention of 
the. House, as be bad been misrepresented respecting it, 
or, at least, as inferences had been drawn frem ‘it wht 
were not. warranted by the frets. -He alluded te the reproe 
sentation which he had made respecting the barguia wih 
the treasury foe the borough of Cashel. That part‘of the 
change which stated, tliat Lord Castlerengh veggested to 
Mr, Dick the piopricty of resigtiing tris deat could 
nat yete in favour of the Duke df Vonks, had dud dev 
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‘njed.,,_But, it ought to be observed, that ‘the denial was 


deafined to:this—aed the inferenée was, that the rest 66 
_ tbe eharge;. which was by far the most important, - way 
. positigély .truc. (Hear, hear!) He 'wasready to ‘prove 


..hdd been paid to the treasury for the seat, awé 
that. Mr..Digk had been induced to vacate upon a défi 
_ ference .atising between him and the ministry, ‘as to bee 
weteon. the question respecting tie conduct of the Duke 
of :Xork.. ‘This-was the important part of thé charge 
wbigh no ong had attempted to deny. © Under alt these 
#isonrostances, there was, the strongest grountl for giving: 
8 pledge to the nation that the House would take the 
w@abject into. consideration. The plan now offered: corre. 
pended in its great and leading features with those of Mr. 
‘Pitt.and Mr,.Grey, who were sometimes supported by . 
agtegt divisions, and once the question was’ lost only by a 
-majarity of 20 or 25." In the‘ year 1784 the king ad in 
big apeech, recommended the sabject to the consideration | 
;4€ the House. [Jt had been ‘proposed by Mr. Pitt, that 
gmembers: should be returned for Birmingham, Leods, 
Manchester, &c, instead of the close boroughs,’ that 
. Mary-le-bone, Pancras, &c. should have the right of -re- 
¢ tuniag-members, and that the right of voting should be 
. extended to the copyholders. He gave his most hearty 
., RoncUIrence to. the motion of ‘his honourable friend, and 
_ Khought .that to give the pledge required, would ohby be. 
>, Qping justice to.the memory of our ancestors. 
_, x. Sin, 2. Biliams was averse from the imputing of bad 


_, mgotives ta any one, and certainly he imputed none to the 


_ heandéureble baronet. But he doubted whether he might 
.- pot.ibe influenced by those: whose, views might be lees 
. pare. One of the greatest objections which ho hed to the 
». peocecdiags of the honearable baronet was,- that pe did 


'- 1, ggot propose to carry on his plan of reform in that House, 


. bet endeavoured. to effect his object by means from with 
, emt. The honourable baronet was reported in Cobbertt's 

. Register to bave said, that thé’House of Commons‘ wes 
the ouly spot where the opinions of Englishmen were 
_., Sppaterl with contempt. He would have a muck higher 
:, opinion of tke honourable baronet, if'we saw in him a dis- 
1 ‘pasition to effect his object through that Hotse, instead 
) Rf a desire to lower it ia the opinion of the public. 
.. Sir Fames Hail observed, that the honourable barénet, 
:, eoogh. often aocused of obscurity, was now plata aad 


* 
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etplich. ' He had’ stated in’ pretty airoug,, tarme pla 
Blouse did not deserve the confidence of the, 4 
yet -he cante forward in that very House. with his ittoents 
reform. The motives’ of the honourable barones spigh siden 
good, bat his conduct, he thought, extremely dgageratab 
‘Boe plan which be had stated amounted to,,a,complete: 

~ah@ radical revolution. The first savage in-the 

would certainly have thought an attempt to cut dawned 
tree which afforded him protection from the wenthes; aq 
great insult. It would be the ruin of a ship if yap-dogids 


‘away her ballast.” The ballast of the British state, 
might semetimes be too heavy, but, upon. the tae ee 
proceeded very well in her course; and exen Mip.rpiiems 

ghs right ullimately do a great deal. of, 3 
These inappreciable cases produced what _was., cajled:: 
chance. But as men of wit alone were offen -lyckgana 
their bor mots, so the British constitution. clearlkwapyentrn: 
ed to have been the words of sensilile men. , That egnatie:: 
tution ought to be defended without a very .narow-exie 
minute examination—for many things which.appepred, tir 3 
diculous at first might be good in their ultimats, elfacens 
Since hé became a member of that House, he.h 






3 
studied 5; 
the motives of men a good deal, not only in their publieg 

speeches, but in their private conversation, and the yegult,,: 
was, aconviction that he had got into better company: | 
than he at one time imagined. He affirmed, that its yoteg |; 
were almost. always satisfactory to the nation. . He .ade., 
verted, as a proof, to the late vote respecting an.ime ; 
proper military appointment, and affirmed that the coas.- 
duct of the House on the business of the Duke.of. Yogk-: 
would bave been equally satisfactory, had ‘nat uodup:, 
‘means deen taken to produce a contrary impression.. He= | 
himeg!f, however, was one of the minority of 125, thouas « 
hie name had not appeared in the published lists. He — 
could not assent to the motion of the honourable. baroneg,.:2 
but be -highly complimented Colonel Warile, who -had..- 
#20 well conducted himself in adversity. He hope Bhs 
-would be enabled to bear prosperity with equal magnaains 
amity, and not suffer his brain to be turned by. the intexir.... 
cating influence of three times three. (4 laugh.) 20-24... 
Mr. Hutchinson would not suffer the question fo go (a, . 
a division, without réplying to some of the observations, ; 
aed objections which had been made'to it. From what... 
, he had beard of the honourable barpnet’s apeech, oe mare ~ 


NETS.) Bate Ty PARIAAMANT Bibl, OR 
. SMARlational, i vated eo ; 








more calculated t entifle hin to theze- 
n_ af the House, and to the confidence of 
lqté; he had: never heard io Parliament. « j1t waadin, 
edits fe jndzment, not to the. ‘passions, and certainly, 
dab aut; 8 the’ srpallest degree, justify the tone of, scoff ant 
rad Neles In which the Chancellor of the Exchequer. had. 
lied fy'it..’ Fis object was to. insure the attention, 9f, 
Padliaviént ‘to ite great question of reform -at an.cprly 
period: of the riext sessions. Called. upon as the hopqury 


oY cohtaining stronger professions of a wish 4a - 


ableSdroiiet hud been, ‘taunted as it-were, and. pravoked | 


tolasiewk" out--misconceived by some—mistepresented. by 
otiters-he “had on that night pai the House jn full pas- 
scteidn ‘of hi¢' thoughts, anit although not likely on slight 
geids téchange his pinion, he had nevertheless declared, 
that' being disposed to yield to reason and sopod argument, , 
heé-was‘eirxjots‘to learn the sentimests which others enters 
taiteéd\:' Fhe stbject of reform was not. a new.one,-npr 
now’'fot ‘the first time introduced; some-.of the ablest 
statesi#én' tad considered it worthy of parliamentary. in- 
quity. “Buti it. bad been. objected that the honourable 
barene{ was not 2 fit person to bring it forward. Would, 


it “be se¥iousty contended that with the stake which he - 


ad im the country, with a property such as.had 


lento the lot of few, greater than that of almost-any | 


other‘miember of the House? Would it.be urged that a 


mun of his rank, of a highly cultivated mind, and of - 


reflective habits, was not qualified to bring forward such 
a sibject ? Was this objection taken in downright earnest _ 
nee? Ifit were, Mr. Hutchinson would be glad to be 
infornied who was qualified for such a task ? "The honoure 
able baronet appeared to have considered the spbject. 
with great solicitade, and he, had presented it .as-one, 
which, if acted 'upon'as he suggested, he flattered himself 
would strengthen the sovereign in the affections of his 


subjects, promote the welfare and happiness of the peaple,. — 


compose jarring interests, and eventually upbald the 


ors 


state. Such at least were the results. which the henaure.. 


able baronet expected from the measure. Another.moat 
extraordinary objection had been made, that be spnght te 
change the constitution of Parliament, not by the assist. 
ance of the House of Commons, but by the interference. of 


thepeople. The gentleman who had urged this,lagt obe - 
jection aeemetl to have been atrangely inattentive to. the 
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question before the Honee, and to the concluding motion 
of the hononrable baronet, namely “ that the House woutd, 
early in the next sessian, take into consideration the state 
of the representation in Parliament.” Yet the honoura 
baronet who has thus directly appealed to the Partiament, 
and to the Parliament alonc, is usaccountably accused of 
having made that appeal to the people. This objectiqn 
was ho more understood, since the honourable baronet had 
expressly declared that he sought not to innovate, but {6 
restore. Mr. Hutchinson ought perhaps to apologize for 
noticing an imputation which doubtless the honourable 
baronet had listened to with becoming inctifference, buf 
feeling that the character of every member was'as it were 
the property of the House, Mr. Hutchinson could noé 
refrain from saying that the treatment experienced by the 
honourable baronet was not that which dt least on the 
‘present occasion he was entitled-to. Mr. Hutchinson ite 
supporting the motion did not pledge himself ta the plan 
éubmitted, nor to any specific plan, but merély to the 
principle. He was not ignorant of the objections to which 
any such measure was liable, and he knew tbat he hazardeil 
much when ho professed himself a friend to reforni. Howe. 
éver concerned as he should be, that the motives which 
influenced his vote should be generally misconceived, Me 
was prepared for incurring the suspicions, perhaps. the 
direct censure, of many. In a state which secures to the 
subject eo many privileges and blessings, there is a nae 
tional jealousy, there is an inherent hostility to any mea 
‘surethat by passibility may injure establishments not more 
venerable.trqm their antiquity than valuable by reason of 
their intrinsic worth; but this sentiment, laudable asin it- 
s:lf it'may be, frequently is carried too far; particularly 
where it renders us incapable of discriminating between 
the individuals who are guided by tie light of reason, by 
the sole desire of altering in order. to preserve, and. those 
who asc influenced by the most treasonalble and. base dee 
signs, . Che fite of other nations, which have fallen vice 
tims either to the treachery ot ignorance of their political 
leaders, or have been overwhelined: by their blind, ume 
bridled passions, adcls not a little to the prevailing disine 
clination and distrest. The honest zeal of the reformer is 
get at nongbt; the very excrescences are too sacred to be 
toached ; even. the rust of time is to be respected, leat we 
ghoukl injure ordeface. But in contemplating the-fall-of 
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oth Psthtes, we bught ‘not to forget, that they refiiséd to 
efsriny whife reformation was yet possible and safe; 


Oicither should we confound with ‘the Tevéller.and tevili- 


Vionist; those wlio are ofily desirons of doing away ths 


abuses had trperfeétions’ arising frém the operation of 


Tine, to which every’ govetament and all homan insfitq> 


‘Yidas ‘are mere or Iess lidble. “The revoluttonist: wodld 


testroy, the refor:ucr would petsevcre. “It is only the ig- 


“nofunt and sucerstitions who faccy that that which was 


original! y stood, perhaps a pproaching to ‘perfection, ‘is not 

decay—@ corruptio optime 
essimo.” “fe had to Boubt that the foundation ‘and 
din’ pillars of {he constitgtion Were'sound ; and while he 


‘Admitted the theory of the composition of Patliament td 


be admirnble, it was fmpossible not to observe’ ‘Kat the 
peopls were imperfectly represented, at'the present period, 
n thy House of Commons. It was his duty to spenk te 
spactfully of the decisions of the House, although he had 

ffered from many of those of ‘the present sessions ; “hut 
he coutd not doubt, that had the House been’ otherwise 
‘tonstituted, the tesult of their deliberations would bhve 
been far different. Had the voice dnd wishes of the people 


7 possesses more influence, the ‘appeals of the members fot 


akhampton, Morpeth, Laierkshire, Boston, Waterford; 
and Qucen’s county, could not have been made in vai; 
hor in the few iustances in which ministers were de- 
feated, hat there been a different representation, would 
There have been found a set of men, hardy enough to hive 
efended the measures which were arraigned, and by the 
vote of the Honse condemned. For instance, ‘te motion 
of the member for Hult conld not have'-met with oppo- 
fition ; nor coitk! a mument’s resistance have been offered 
to that of the worthy member for Waterford, who objeéted 
to a clouse indemnifying front the operation of the law an 
énfire class of his majesty's subjects, whith clause was. 
Wefended by ministers on the extraordinary and disgusting 
plea of gencral and {neorrigibte corraptness ; a plea which 
cdntained a libel against the people of Ireland, and undér 
thé influence of which, an ind) ‘cent atfempt had been made 
ty prevail on ‘the House of Commons to screen frony 
piinishmhent: those wha: had corrupily violated the law. 

Vhen the member for Carlisle; prowipted by the purgat 
veal for the public interest, introduced a bilf for*s securin 
Phe? independetice and purity ofPartiament,” Led the 

Vor. Mti,—1809, , AV 
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use! been -difforentty constituted, nd aemistat : 
ave veritnred so tourifle with the feelings and intedests 
the people as te have converted thet bill into cneof.a did 
rectly opposite tendency, a bill which be-wads ond of jbosd 
‘who thought ought rather to lve been entitled <° a-ballifan 
srore effectually reventing the sale of sents éa Parliashentd 
for money, an promoting @ storiopoly Ubercul: do. this 
treasory by the means of patronage.” It originally bed 
his support, bat that sappwrt he was relactanily obliged ta 
withtiraw, being of opinion that ander the.ail-dblyihing 
hand of sainisters, it soon lost its primitive parity aad 
value; for, by the enactments as they ‘came met: of the 
Commitice, it bad become a-bilt calou ed to.idoreane. the 
xery cvil it professed -to remedy, ‘veoy alarmitigly ia 
add fo the already too preponderating ‘influeste of the 
crown in the House of: Commons. . There sntchy mast he 
something radically wrong at this moment, when. mentbels 
in their places have unblusbingly deelarad, thatpoads in thag 
House were procured by money. The avowal ia other tianns 
of this practice would not havedcen tolerated 3 At she pree 
sent day it has been made, aot only without companctica, 
but with such effrontery, as to have rendered thisereatl hand 
¢rying public scandal in ilself sufficient to justify a unanis 
yaous call for.reform. The right honomsablc gentigman 
{the Speaker}, by his impressive and constitutional. speech, 
ad exerted himself toasecrt the dignily, and maintaia fhe 
honour of the House. That specch should beendeied om 
the journnis, that, at a future periad, when these debates 
shall be alluded to, the exposition of the statete law, and 
of the law of Parliament, under the high authority of the 
Speaker of the louse of Commons, may eppear on record 
as the fullest condemnation of this fraud on the constitu 
tion of Parliament. Above all, it was impcastble for him 
o consider the House of Commons otherwise than most 
seieetively composed, when he recollected that the seventh 
” session since the Unien had nearly closed, and ne aitem 
mide to render that measure bencficial to. the Irish people, 
alb is.quiry mto- their condition having been. ubstinaiely, 
not tu say systematically, repelled, and piedges the most 
solemn violated witha levity unexampled between natiens! 
never tolerated by man from man! even the Ietter of the 
Union ot respected ! What else was the “prohibition 
bili’ than a direct infringement of onc of the mast pasitive: 
and explicit provisions of that act! Was Ireland thus, 
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tebatert became she baepened..te n-the a meakor Paty 
Bind ake rhdinendiaionil x. sufferod taps the svaroader .of 
bovulplaie ta Reeiandh¢perbapetie soko lence; coocions 
perbaps.é r aK 

culivattttewbeiae had derived. fogen, the. Usior) ine ; 
tendeciins'A horeidaté: of. wehat she anay..yet: expert? .Oa 
this wh dey: pid ging ofthe House -hp-thper late measures, by 
be Gola locate she endl a Pempeibeiics jews failed 

ins ife y :prepen Faling ine 
fecdna of ithe crows ia the Houseef Commons, ad i the 
bounty; be bod mordsceitation in: repeating bi apimiong 
thist n. réformof-thautloesa of Gemrmone bad becouwe 
mbasermof absobind micesdity, cack ane which he was coms 


vinced. monk) wot4an.e00n hevefeated,.... .. 


+ Min, Western snjch dae hola efi ve: ‘hiscnsnasit to the mes 
tibteodthtvhoneusbhtc baveast. ‘But he wished to be ‘ane 
terse b aided ogee a oor govivsnself to,eupport.the 
sthie honourable mover in the 
sete mabe “He lanck: been‘ a constant. friend te 
pod inmadiay arfanms: ‘He/veted for the, motion which 
wens boenpied foussivd in the year 13793 .upon the subjects 








, bud ages id: 1797; mt he ‘cerlainkly. was of. apinipn. that 


@ reform in: the -representation was ‘not .less necessary dt 
tisexpreernt - moment. than it: was at thet period; and he 
gloesatishers the: times) wete cvvte..favonrahle to the cons | 
okuntionat suet a .madsare than .at the periods allidég 

$o.:) Ha:thonghb it esentially. necessary to gave an assuve 





pao Ab teorpublic, (het the Heuse-would take the question 


‘3nto, eonsideratién carly in: the ersuing wssion. 
‘« Mfrs Barham mwas averse from the pledga,. ecayse he 
‘wae-nnticenvineed. tat the generality. of. ihe people were 
‘eauinee foravoform. Bat: atithe: ame. time he agiced 
the: hanograble baronet bad been. unkindly treated: 
Noxpocch wwas.ewer motendistioguiched {a its caadour 
and: moderatsen, ot lese.caleulated to irritade..the passianky - 
‘than that of the honoarale baronet. He. wished geuilee 
Qian would ‘explain:a litthe.what thuy sneaut. iy. the reaver 
- wxtian of the:constitutien to.its original purify. He could 
‘eee.Gnd, inthe course of bis reading, any..tune when thé 
poepio had greater weight j in the constitution vam a peep 
ee 
at "Sind heenas Duston asked,; whether the constitution is 
“gmotent tumes depended sa mach. upou the boroagh sya 
dom 9:dn this respect. it umight. be pasificd. . In, uncieut 
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thuce theoreprovcatatian wan a wepmbsentatiqeptp ° 
These boreughe were once platcs of cvont wea homtipte: 
j and upge! trat.grognd: sent ‘menddgess; bi Baal . 
Uoiscumsmunces bringaltereds the rt prcsentadianieught 
to iio ovo vations bad foriner Liats,: noee\l wee 
Steen ho 5 ‘het nowcepyboldets wepery) walky 
fre nel necwire, xd night therefore partake : of dberléree- 
peldars' privileges. ::.As-to-the. pessapal. reGeciiane Eanawn 
eut against the honourable baronet, amy .ope oynactous of 
the pubity.of his motives: nright. casily :dehpine these fand 
ih truth, it was always n-preeé ofa .Lad-ciese. dh abasic 
of those who résorted-to such means of defence. As to the 
particular plan of the honourable barwrd, he saw very 
greit objections to it iniinany points of vidw. But he un- 
- derstood the honeetble bardneti to:7reguide sd nidre: Bhan 
w pledge from the 41 oude, Chatsit .wouldsceneidorrtan cob. 
| He was notieves fond ef: pirdgrs; but sottcasting: im 
the prinolple, he woult vote foe it if pinked toné/divmton. 
The gentlemen tte were avetse: (0 any enusidaraticn 
of ihe subjrot ;“they. would shave nothiog- srfoamed( and 
resembicd Squire Western:in: Tem ‘Jouse, whavimennof 
his disputes with his sistes, exclaimed; that he would be 
d——d if he weat to church if the litengy was amended.” 
' Mr. H. Tracey dcelared: limselh freeddiy to the ques 
tion-of reform, and. would: vote foe: entestaining it without 
pledging himaclf to the particulars plan. The righ bbe 
nourable geatleman opposite said,~ that the rality of 
‘the people were nat «lisposed for reform. ‘Hew: didthe 
right honourable gentleman neeertain this? The people in 
their public mectings: bad, from one end of the kingdom 
to the other, expressed, ‘themaclves ia favour of sgform 3 
and bow could itheir sentiments be collected, exgept in 
their public. megtings 2 it had also been said,’ that the 
ple scarcely even cognplained of the desisions of that 
ouse. How:,cevkl that be known? There might be 
many decisions with which the nation was highby dis- 
pleasc:|, though its sentiments were not opaniy expressed. 
he decision in the eave of the Duke of York might have 
been passed over in.this manner, had it not bern for some 
peculiar circumstances in that.case which ronsecd he peoe 
le to a loud and ‘almost universal declaration of their dise 
approbation. The people had only to become familiar 
with reform to sec its propriety, and even necessity. Ht 
was only by connecting it with the French Revolation 
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Wht nq »)* en; that it had: fona.time beer rendet- 
vedcnlipopa ayir aut ‘this, dhowerer, sas, ney over... The 
woh kb judgecoclly and: {acipenntelyy mithon( allow 
ohenabel ves to he disteacted: by. auth, artifices ast 
He did-not.xtall pledga himself ta titqaupportia€ thecpian 
mow. preposed.; but qs nothing. more wis: soquaqed by shes 
* -pesolusion than’ ‘that the Houscishouid take the su hjest'intoy 
‘qonsideration early. in- the next session, dhe: Weald, beriededy: 


tgive hia voioe in Hs favonn. © vustie fs eo Ube 
1. A divisten then took place,: whenothe steatemnian Bir 
‘Francis Burdett's. motion wees. . fare, dint thy 
cdl _- Aves a Se ee 16 ae er Ae 
« oe nd Nowe il 74 ote FE 


1 bas t. Mojority ng tthe motion—~59 


» Sig Ge. Banbury mores that! the Hause:should go into 
ot Comhmitées:ow animal eryelty prevention - bill, aad 
sanother division took place. i Frevieus to the seco rei 

wision,! Mro'Widdham meved:ss amendment, itt the il 

be committed: for this-day three months. . 

tQh ther stion'that thed} bdac should now go into Com: 


vaaittes‘on said: ‘bill, thie pumbers were— 2. 
“orgs vere. Ayes: . ‘e@ 08 ‘a ear 
oO Yee co ee eg 
aed ad od ” Majority against the “pio OG 
i Bye bill is, “of ‘cours, thrown out Adjourned ta 
~ Monday,” 
een 6 1, omapeden ; 
“NAMES OF THD MINORITY OW SIR FRANCES BURDRTT "8 
ee MOTION. | 
ud Mie dtsore —_ Sir Tho. Parton 
‘Mr: Cuthbert ‘ 
“ “Me axwell ' Mei T omton tr 
Mr. Wharton BR: Burdett’ =. -* 
‘ *General Campbell * ME Lefevre: ''- y 
. ° Mr. Hutchiisbh ©. | -My.: ‘Wardle. 1 nash 
.° Mr. Western “Mr. Knapp; Die 
’ Mr. oO. ‘Adams . 7 I et oO ret eae 
“3 ‘. Y.. adoc orb * Me 1 dd OSE A 
; Tellers Mr. ‘Harvey @ombe, 2 5b 


The honourable Mr. Lyttclton paired’off, «' - xn 
ss , . tots - 8 rT) . t. ‘ 


io ieee « tHe, ° Mia 
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HOUSE OF LORDS, 


o, - qee 


e I. 1 . Monday, JURE 19.. 7 ry tees ry 
.. The roped assent was diven by conmeisnidn (Botds Biion* 
ama W amy and the: Duke Of Misawowey te the: 


wéollon wivnafacture, the Irish militie rernldiion; fhe ths” 
salvend debtors; the Africim toffee excise, the beets “hr? 
Parliewent, and the [rish revenoe revulation bills, &C. &est 
> The bunkrapé laws Bill was retatne?! from ‘the Om tions; 
who had agreed to their lordships' amemiment~ -- -°~ * 
Adjoursat. oo ® : ” se “e 
-e + * quemqqnananenqupest ‘ 7s [ : 
: “ee td ge owe te SD Bee 
co) totr$# oF CoMwons 0.” 
Crtree os wonnay, ‘sore 18. es 
” “The Speaker attended af the bar ‘of the Honse of Loailsi 
dnd Being retitned, acquainted the House, that theroyad 
aasent had been declared by commission to the sale of the. 
ecats if ‘Partiament prevention bill, the Scotch judicature. 
bill, and the insolvent debtors’ bul. | 
’- Sir John Siaclair presented his highways amendment, 
bill, and alsa his Dill to limit {he nuaiber of outside pase. 
sengers upon stage cpaches. Each was read dle. first, pind 


sécolid time, ‘committed, repotted, ordered to he taked. 


into further consideration ¢bis.day thrce months ; and to. 
be printed, roe, Co a4 
* Mr. Wilberforce presented a petition from the Reverend 
Spencer Chirke, stating, that the petition lately presented 
to that Hotise'dit behalt of his curate, contained qufginded 

statements and gross misteprésentations. It was ordered 
~ tg lie on the table. _ 7 
MR CLARER 

Sir Thomas-‘Turtow presentdl a pctitlon from Mas."Mary 
Aan Clarke, praying, thht certain papers ‘belonging to 
her, which were taken by order of the House fd her 
lodgings, at the houte:of's Mr. Riéhardsan, at Hamp- 
stead, in aid of the late inquiry respecting lis R 
ness the Duke of York: might be restorett-to:her, - 


6 


-The petition:-was reecived ; and, on the motion of the- 


same honourable baronet, the papers were ordered fo be 
Testored, 


oyal High-- 


7 a is Sr ay = c= —~s 
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. Sr Thomas, Turtan rose to briag forward his promised 
Jaotign pespectiag the detergaination formed by ibe conrg 
hfulndia minders, -to;,the peremptory cecal of those pera 
sors whose appointments to India as cadets antl wrlerg 
wore: roomed by .cormupt or:chandestiite, influence . Phe 
Lineysable barqnet arguod at much langih: on What, he 
fenmed the qraelty-and iajastice.of. not anl} recalling those 
Demans. from, ladia, after yeare of: faithfnl. servide, but 
talally sujning Abeie. faturg prorpécts,: by. declaring jess 
incapable of being again employed in the East India Come 
pany'’s service; to the pation for which, ibe whale 
adgcation aad ,stpdy, of their. youll had been devoted, 
Some of the persons who now became subject to this ba 
pontenpe were young men nf firsterale talents, who ha 
Sprrig( ont with tham cor ificates of being,the mast agcam- 
shad. p penis indha Hastern Janguages ever, sent 2 
tam dingland, If any charge .of criminality was, fais! 
inguyxed in ibese cases, it was pot by Abe partigs: gga 
Yo he the victims, but by their friends who reat ee 
the dizectors who procured their appointments, ihe pere 
guns themselves were..not appriged that gay ,cisk Wap ete 
fached te Uyse, appointments, of that circuyystanges. im 
the modeof {heir at tqinments might render them.nagatoryy 
yf which it would have been po moze than jysticc to.ppprize 
those, in order thatiney might have been induced <o,make 
innic and-cautinusjpqpiry before they undertook the dnqur 
the and expense ofa voyage to Judia, and devyqted some ef 
the best years of their youth (o,pursnits from which they 
must now be cut.off, for facts of which they would terrAve 
the fitst intimation with the order fortheir gecal. ‘Th 
termination, -he said, was founded upon a resolutiqn jaa 
report so long since,as #706. Buteven if the parties<bag 
injurad were apprised:af any law which madethe plages 
liable. éo:furkcilure that were obtained :-by porchase.pr core 
rupt iaflwence, it wes not .very natasnl for.them so. cans 
ceive the company sexiguely, intended therigprons,insgrcen 
mant of psuch law, wheadbey.evary dayisaw ad vertisomenty 
in the public prints, for the open sale and pnurcbase..o€. 
guéh ajipoinimants, witbont- any padalic os avewcddis- 
cauntenance from the court of dinentors.... Phe honoure 
able. baronet concluded by: maving, °° that this Houpe.do 
not concur with-the deferminationan the part of the cpust, 
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of directors, to.recal fronr India the persons so obtaining 
their appointments, and excluding them for ever frourthd 
gervice of the com pany, hecwise the Honce cineefecd steel 
& measure towards unoffending parties’ uniter such ef 
cunisfances, as coattary to the spirit of Britis justiobant 
bumanit n” - H . aes oie tl tay 
' Mr. Dundas vindicated the condtfct ‘of the éodvt of 
directors inf the determination they had felt it thetrduty 
to adupt, howcver’ painful’ to their private fedfigs, But 
to which, they were bount! by every sense! of dfficie obMs 
vation. © The honourable baronet wasn an etror- when hé 
Mated that this detenrination of the divéetora was 
pon an ovsolete resolution of 1706 : ‘forthe directors hud 
bong since resolved to pass‘over im amttesty alt the aw 
pointments improperly obtained previonsly fo that data 
Equally erroneous was the horiourable buroét’s statements 
that the public weré not sufficiently apprised of ‘ehe deters 
mination of the directors upon this subject, or that amy 
could fairly plead igndétance’ in excuse 3 for net 
paly had a posifive act of: Parliament pessud- upon the 
subject, authorizing the court of directors to recal: way of 
their servants in India whom they might see cause to recat s 
but so latély as the year 1806. they ‘announced: in tht 
London Gazette, and in all the London and British pro- 
vincial newspapers, the determination to annul every ap-+ 
pointment in theit service, which should appear to be 
ebtained by clandestine oc surreptitious means. But if, 
at the first moment that the court of directors, after a long 
and diligent ingniry, werc enabled to discover the ap- 
pointments thus improperly obtained, Parliament was to 
nterferc and prevent them from carrying into effect they 
résolution ;- and the offence was to pass with impunity in 
the only quarter where it could be punished with exem- 
plary effect, it would be in vain for the dircctors to pass 
any resolution, or lay down any law for the prevention of 
sch abuses. For these reasons, not seeing the House of 
‘Commons in any degree bound to adopt the proposition, 
be would, out of respect to the honourable baronet, ra- 
ther than oppose him by.a dircct negative, move the pre- 


', vions question. 


- Mr. Bankes supported the argument of .Mr. Dundiis, 
aod recurred to-the 33d of the King, clause 36, which im« 

wers the court of directors, independently of all ‘cotle 
troul, to recal their servants. Of this power, the. tesolu- 
tion proposed would aot in the least degre deprive the 
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Giwcaters; noiwithstanding the respect in which they might 

badispoped to bold the opinion of the Flonse of Commons. 
Ehe resolution, therefore, if passed, would be nagatory’ 
@. to &s object; and. the honourable baronet, to'do any’ 
thingetioctual, ought rather to have moved for a bill-to 

repeal the clause in the act of the 33d of the ‘king, ta 

which he referred, so. far.as regarded the objects of his ine: 
tercessign, e 7 \ | 

. Mr. Wiadham.rather agreed with the arguments of the: 
bon. baronet. than with those of his honourable friend? 
who spoke last, because he thought the persons who must 

beeeme tha victims in this case were not all’ the gnilty ; 

aad he toak: leaye.to say, notwithstanding that kind of 

ontrageous vitjue, so prevalently the fashion of late,‘ and 

whish was for punishing and persecuting every thing which 

jt tought proper to denominpate impurity, he coutd see na 

wary-great ilegsee of moral and political criminafity in pers 

pons eltgining appointments in the company’s service for 

whiok'they were every way capaci{ated, through the ree 

tiprecal.aad occasional exchange of patronaze between 

the persons. having interest to procure such appointmentsy 

rion even if. the friends of the partics had paid money fot 

their: places. . He had heard of a spirit of outrageous virtue 
-which held the maxim that , 

sets The nation never mor could thtive | 
Valess all ****** were burnt alive. 


He alluded to a certain description of virtuous persons, 
with whom, however, he was not enthusiast enough to 
concur,. It might be said, that for the sake of public 
example, justice should be rigorous, and the innecent 
sometimes punished with the guilty: “The maxim might 
be true ;, bud where was the maa who did not deprecate the 
mecessity 2? In this ¢ase, however, that nidxim would be 
severely exemplified. He saw there was a duty cast apon 
ithe dirgctats by the voice of that House,‘ which urged 
them (a a rigour in this case from which Khe was confident 
their private feelings would revolt ; and thetefore the voide 
of that louse might again disburthen them of ¢hat ré- 
sponsibility, and protect them against blame; ‘by saactioa- 
ing, .imthe manner proposed by the hononruble baronet, 
the yelaxatian of so rigotous a sentence upon persons them- 
selyes wholly innocent of the cause of their condemsaation ; 
Vou. TU—1809, (°° A&M 6 ey 


‘ 
? . . 2 
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whoss continuance in their employments would. beaf effz,. 
vantage to the public service; but whore dismissal 
be for ever ruinous to them. woe wae ly 
Mr. Wallace objected to the resolution, . hecange be- 
could see no good to arise from it. The substaatial ol. 
ject of the motion was to be relieved. from the resolution:, 
of the directors. which the Hause could not effect by speh. 
a measure; and it would be most unconstitutional to ef-: 
tempt, by a resolution of that House, to overawe the li ; 
rectors in the. due discharge of the dyty vested eglely.in., 
them by act of Parliament. Jt would in fact. be. tado. 
away that, by one branch of the legi-lature,. what hash 
beun enacted by all the three branches, who had. left-the. 
whole power of sending out and recalling their sergante, 
entirely to the discretion of the directors of the East [agia 
company. ‘The honourable baronet thought the sesola- 
tion of the directors should at present be ouly, praspece 
tive, but if that were to be the case, how could thay, afer 
what had pasged, su; pose that it would he more. effectyal. 
than it had been on former occasions? . He should thetes. 
fore give it his negative. yp ay 
Mr. Stephen spoke in favour of the motion.. He saids 
that when this matter of the trafic in East rape peaees 
age first came accidentally before the House, he given, 
it as his opinion, that the House, in appointing a Com- 
mittee, went out of its province, and had no more busi- 
ness to interfere than they had witb the cpuduct of the. 
clerks of the Bank of England: but having once so far. 
interfered, and the Committce, from feclings of a pre- 
per indignation, having expressed a strong opinion om 
the transaction, he thought it would be but fair and rea- 
sonable in the flouse now to give their opinion. an that 
tt of the report of the Committee, in order to neutralize 
fhe maticr, and that tle House might leave the quesiian. 
where they found it, and that the directors might be at 
liberty 40 act as they thought proper after it. He coja- 
cided in opinion with Mr. Windham, and thought the 
resolntion of the honourable baronet not only an act of 
humanity, but of strict justice. He dwelt with considerable. 
feeling on the hardship of ruining young wea who had 
suffered the unspcakable torment of having torn them-. 
selves from their nearest and dearest relatives, friends, aml. 
from their native country, for the purpose of rising in the 
world; whose prospects would perhaps be just beginning 
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tolisiehtdn! upon ‘them, when they would: recelve their’ 
MW for at act done by -theie father or guardian, to 
which they were no parties, but altogether’ ignorant of: 
any thing having been done amiss. «Was it to the: father 
whe gave the money they were to'be brought back ? 
Ailas'!'no=the father might be dead before their’ return, '. 
and it tiicht be to the sorrowihe arms of a widowed mo- 
thér,- whe looked to him asthe prop ‘ofher-old age: or 
to thoee of destitute sisters, who would behold in him an‘ 
objett of bergary and ruin. He was a total stranger to’ 


‘all: the porties who could be affected by the resolation of ’ 


the directors; bat, from the circumstances be had men- 


ationed, ‘he ednld not refase his support to the present 


on. 
+ My, 6: Grant cthe chairman of the East India com- 
peiry) went into an historical account of the proceedings 
of the cdart of directors sinee the year 1798, in which he 
eramerdted tho various reasons for entering ‘intd the re- 
solutions of 1799 and 1306, respecting the sale and traffic 
of Exist india patronage, and said the directors thought 


" themselves bound to adhere to the letter as well as spirit 


of then. The power had been invested in them by the 


' Committee, and if taken ont of their hands it mast weaken, 
-and: ia‘the end‘destroy, the establishment. When the 


mutter of tere having’ been improper practices first came 
out before the House, it was, very warmly taken up; a 
Committee was appointed to inquire into the business, 
ahd the daily papers teemed with comments. and reflee- 
tions, to the tenciency of which the directors could not be 
insensible. ‘Fhe honourable gentleman whd spoke last 
lad’ said, that he supported the motion because the ré- 
solution proposed by it would neutralize the rt of the 
Committee.: He for tis own part could not, howéver 


see how it was so to operate; because the ‘directors d 


not form their resolution on that report, bat from a convic-~ 
tion in their own minds that it was -absolutely neecssary. 


‘He bad no authority from the coart to express their sen- 
‘timents 5 bat he could say for himself, that unless the opi- 


nion of: the Howse should be peremptory and expressed 


‘as & kind of command ‘on the‘ directors, he, for his own 


patt, having acted from conscientious motives, and done 
whet he thought the welfare and best interests of the com- 
pany required, could not alter tris opinion on the sub- 
ject. As to the argument of inhumanity, it certainly ap- 
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plied to:the parents: of the young mor who ke genejost, 
‘whe know: they were acting ‘wrong. in giving nsencystor 
saoh plates, aad by. tie means to the court ef: divedtam. 
He should -.herefore oppose the motion. § 6 yin taw 
- | Mv. Fremantle said the resotution wis ndt mevat tombe 
imperative ; it was no mandale, but .meredy thecopbeipn 
of the House -bn the report of one of-its: Commitésesc: ‘He 
thought the resolution: a very proper one, and enited!éor 
not only as ah act of humanity, ‘bat of strict justice; and 
as:‘sach tt should Rave hie vote; © be tt any 

Phe Chancellor of the Exchequer thought the »metesn, 
as worded, clearly told the directors they hadi acted -om- 
trary not on!y to the principles of British justice, batbalso 
* contrary to the common righis of humanity. He chought 

if the House adopted the resolution, they dught to ge fur- 
ther, and tell the directors, that they have not ionly acted 
wrong, but must resclud their tesolution and biot'itoat 
of their book. - The honourable baronet must barre mean 
that, or else, master-as he had: often provdd thimbelf tte be 
of language, he would never tiave worded thd motion dé he 
had done. ‘The honourabic baronel, and all those whe sup- 
ported the motion, had advanced the same argunpentsy-had 
all contended there was not sufficient nélice.: “He tnsisted 
onthe contrary, that the resolutions of 1799 and i606 
published as they had been in the Gagette, provincial pa- 
pers, and in all the instructions of the court-of dieveetors, 
were fatly sufficient. It had been said the Howese-did, not 
want to interfere with the powers of the directors; bat only 
‘to neutralize‘them. He thought: the House could do no 
such thing, but that the effect must be what he hati stmted. 
-The directors‘had, in his opinion, fairly drawa theline ; 
they had confined themselves to the facts last brought 
.to light;"and no one would suffer by the resolution but 
those who had used ‘those illegal practices singe ‘1806, 
which was ne great kyeth of time. For one, he thought 
the House onght not to interfere with the directors, who 
had acted only in a responsible situation, in such a man- 
ner as to prevent.the patronage of the company from 
- being abused. He must therefore oppose the miction. 

Sir S. Ronutly said, that the -matter baving.‘ been 
brought before the House, it must naturally have had a 
considerable effect on the public. He thought the rese- 
lation of the honourable baronet was not too strong, and 
might fairly be adapted by the House. He expressed his: 
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daopsiae, to heme; moh ausier sentiments of, justice,’ eape- 
relathy éanthia Parliament, which -had been ap very leadont 
am ithe ledse of, 9 Sepretary of State, wha bad, barfated-a 
writersbip for a saat-in Parliament.- Ja-shat. case they 
acwere alesiaed. only. to. lewk, forward, and \nck: to\whet was 
igpesty and the douse was. persuaded ta farero conse, -+he- 


, yidausethy beagain:was sat: carried: info effect; :but-when. ~ 


iuelinciase ‘inslividduals »ware concerned, though their: utter 
Lqnimwes::to de-the. consequences, the moat austere juskice 
was to be resorted to, and .there was: a@ severe call for peo 
- ive menantes.. He thought humanity, as well as 
igmetier,. deqaived::a contrary..prdgeading, and. as-auch: he 
ioral sipport. the wiotsian, soy to Foon ‘ . 
+t Dilee. diftornay: Geseral, said, he.could, ngt but think the 
1Mpégion jet given by, his-leasned friend, had been adopted 
i -penlyote inuadnoe dhe abservations he hed made... He 
1 Festatdd the arguments of. the Chancellor of the Exohe- 
> quer andl said, the only question was, whether tha Hause 
i shaadd,: by ithe, reselntion, intimate to the directots that 
1 thegrenght to rescind their resolution.. If this motion. was 
-« adepiedy. i must bawe. that effect ; and he should there- 
| foreappese it, - oe 
', .. dns Peter. Moore spoke shortly in. favour of the.mo- 


. Aiam.. He said three writersbips had been disposed of. 


-. Who gave these .writerships?. Mr. Thellusson. Who 
weld. them? Mz. Woodford, his relation, to whom he 


~ 


..- gave thera. Mr. Woodford had been obliged to leave 


--, the.cogatry, and Mr. Thellueson was turned out of the 

 @itection, The directors had punished thase who were 

- guilty, and they had done enough. Any thiag more 
would be. to visit the sing.of the fathers.on the children, 

- .and heshould therefore vote forthe mation. 

. Sin. Thot,es Turton shortly replied ;; after which’ the 
- House diyided, when thcre appeared 


omg 


Py, Fox the previous question 7 7--Against it 35.. 


a " PUBLIC ECONOMY. 7" 
Mr«, Wardle“ Sir, had I pat been 90 loudly called 
PAN, ON, a Fecent occasion, to.explain a statement I at 
' , that.time made, I should not at this moment have thought 
.-,it necessary to trouble the Hause, but being so called upon, 
Bir, J think I have a peculiar claim to the indulgence of 
eHouse. . , 

“< Jn the, first place, Sir,.I beg to state what it was I did 
aspest upon that occasion. J said, Sir, ‘ That on the event 
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of an efficient reforta in Parliewent, such a. vefevin' ad? 
would insure to the. people in their representatives; aeteviey 
supporters of their rights, and faithful gaardians ofttheid: 
purse, I did not hesitate to say, that I was of opimiog: 
that the amount of the income tax might be done away?’ 
*¢ Had no preceding declarations of a smnilir nthe 
been made by others, I should not have been ‘serpriszed at ! 
the insinuations that were thrown out, or at the changer’ 
that was raised against me in consequence of ssch wlerr * 
vation ; but J confess 1 am not a littl surprized ‘at ate: 
insinuations and such clamours, when I have discovbred | 
that language similar in its tendency, thouh "evel: 
stronger in its-If, had been‘ used by o statesmany so pe 
culiarly respected by the gentlemen opposite ;: {omer 
Mr. Pitt, who, in 1782, said, S If theee always b ct tern 
a House of Commons who were, the taithtat-stes ada uf ! 
the interests of the country, the dtligeat checks of sie: 
admioistration of the finances, the con-titautional adckers 
of the exccutive branch of the leaistatare, the steady'tad - 
unqualificd friends of the peuple, I ask, it the. teehena: 
which the constitients of the [louse were now deotred oe” 
endure, would have been incurred 2?) Surcly, Se, thisty | 
far stronger language than i whichd ased. Me. Pig. 
tells you, that under such a House of Canor.. ive pple’ 
would not have been taxed at all: thee.) nt oF Cte ape! | 
tion was, that a gives proportion only of their enomsang 
burdens might be done away. On that, amt ceed on 
several otficr uccasions, 1 was accuse:!. toge her 4a these: 
. gentlemen with whom [ am most in ths aaint of acting, of - 
systematically attacking the characters of public ncn. I 
solemnly deny the charge; and 1] du deciare, ‘Ue Ido 
not recollect a single instance in which directly o: .-If- 
rectly I have aimed an insinuation against afm indivivaal. ' 
That I have attacked a system of corruptio&, that } have 
attacked the parties acting upon.avd detending that: sys- 
tem of corruption, 1 am free to confess ; but as to attacking | 
an individual in any other shape than that ofa clirect und 
specific charge, I positively deny; if I had done sv, it 
‘would have been contrary to every principle by which my 
public and private life have been regulated. But io ¢hat 
-system of corruption, which from my soul I deprecute, i 
shall ever oppose myself; and ia so doing | am again 
supported by the conduct of Mr. Pitt in 1189, who dee 
clared, that * the defect of representation is the national 
disease ; and ualess yoy apply a remedy immediately to 


~~ - 
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that disduee, you must inevitably take the consequence with 
which: itis:.prognant: Without a parliamentary reform 
the.nation will be phunged into new wars. ithout a 
parhiementary reform you cannot be safe against bad mi- 
nisters, .nor.can even good ministers be of use to you. 
Nashenest mamcan, according to the present system, con- 
tinue ministers.” -So much, Sir, for the system of cor- 
reption; And after these quotntions, I trust that the 
clameur which has been raised by the friends of this states- 
mean will: cease to exist. 

sé [ shall now proceed to state the reasons on which [ 
fogmded the opinion I ventured to give, making only one 
preliminary remark. That such a House of Commons 
as_I described would ever keep in view two points: the 
one, whether the thing was necessary ; the other (if found 
necessary), that it ought to be carried into effect in the 
cheapest possible manner consistent with efficiency. 

‘ The first thing that gave rise to the inquiry that 
established in my mind the opinion I delivered, was my 
observing in the finance report that there was a regular 
and great increase in the expenditure of each suécessive 
year. ‘That in the year ending January 1808, was 
71,989,000]. that of the year ending January 1809, 
79,391 ,ooof. being an increase of 7,400,000/. in one year 
of the public expenditure; this circumstance did much 
astonish me, and I have now closely gone into the sub- 
ject. The result of my investigation I beg to communi- 
caie, and [ shall began with the army. And the first point 


ito which I beg to cali the attention of the House, and one 
.in which a considerable saving may be made, is that of 
.the household troops. These troops; independently of the 
guards, consist of two regiments of horse, eight handred 
cand thirty-one strong; and of the blues (or king’s own), 


six hundred. and fifty-four strong. The two regiments of 
horse guards cost the: country 73,317/. per aunam, besides 


‘the expense attendant on the horse appointments, &c. 


The whole of this expense might be saved the’ country, 


_as the blues, six hundred and fifty strong, were quite 


sufficient for all parade duty ;, and it is a well known fact, . 
that the two regiments of horse guards never were em- 


.. ployed on service, and therefore, for the reason I have 


stated, a perfectly unneccesary expense. 
‘ Qur cavalry force at home (independently of the 
household troops); of dragoon guards and light draguons, 


amounted to 23,499. I believe it will not be den 


- 
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military men, that even under existing’ circumstended} 
with the continent open to us, that a force of 19,600 Bersé 
would be completely sufficient for any thing that vould 
be wanted, besides the regiments of volunteer afr? yest 
manry cavalry, and our dragoons in the East Indiey. ¥ 
then hold it unquestionable, that the regalar dra 
establishment at home might be reduced to 18,000 men 
and 15,000 horse. The present expense of these Grae 
goon regiments (exclusive of the expense of botee aps 
pointments, &c.) is 1,277,6100. per annum ; by this pros 
posed reduction, the saving would be 340,000/. “per 
annum. Fs 

‘ The next point of our military establishinent towhich 
J shall advert, ts that of the forcign corps. This cstabtisty. 
ment is 24,572 strong ; 3470 of which number ere chrairy, 
and 579 artillery. The expense attending it,’ besides 
contingencies, is 1,008,017/. per annum.’ F straff botdty 
gmintain that a House of Commons, such as that I lave 
described, wonld never vote one shilling fér the ‘si pport 
of a force perfectly unconstitutional, and, in wry mind 
‘worse than useless, extremely dangerous. That iHus- 
trious character, Lord Chatham, in 1737, in the midst 
of a war, when the bugbear of invasion was ‘heki dit 
to alarm the people, thought it his duty to send all the 
foreign trooys out of the country ; and fully I am per. 
‘suaded, that if the voice of the people was heard within 
these walls, such would be the case at this period. It is 
far from my wish to reflect upon any body of men; but 
if gentlemen would recollect the conduct of these foreign 
mercenarics at Quiberon, at Malta, &c. they must of ne- 
cessity admit, that although some of tlicse forcign regi- 
ments might have distinguished themsclves, sti that 
taking into consideration their good and bad conduct, 
the conclusion must be, that they are not to be depended 
upon, and therefore ought not to he continued. Itisa 
well khown fact, that in Hanover they deserted to the 
evemy; even with their borses and appointments; and 
‘that the British (roops were employed to watch over them, 
and eventually to see them ance more embarked aboant 
our ships. When we consider the mode of levying them, 
can this be wondered at? Has it not been proved to this 
House, that numbers of them were taken out of our gaols, 
at a bounty too, by M. Charmilly and others of that’de- 
cription. Nay, more than this, I know and cab prove, 
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that. fram, the Spanish gaols they were also enlisted ata 
bounly, and thus was part of Dupont’s army received inte 
pucranks, If this, Sir, is the sort of force that English? 
mea would wish to have connected with their native army3 
J am. stiangely deecived | but, Sit; my opimion ufén this 
anbject stands confirmed by those of officers hih in the 


confidence of his majesty’s- government. I allude to Sie” 
R. W 


Wilson and the honourable Geiteral Stuart: the foriter, 
' Sir, condemns the sort of force being counected with our 
establishment ; and General Suart, in his pamphlet; thas 
éxproass himoelf, © The sooner, however, that foreign 
{toops are’ removed from our service “probably the better; 
Abey. ase as expensive as our Icvies ; and Great Britain ies 
of all nations, that whicli neithcr requires hot oul to 
have foreigy mercenaries.” But on this point, as I hive 
Nefpre stated, J have the high sanction of the great Lard 
Obntham.: Lhave, Iam persaaded, stil higher authority 
vith me—the .feclings and judgment’ of the people of 
Englayd. Aud under this conviction, painful ts the. ree 
jficttion to me, that above a million of the public money 
shquld be expended upon them, Another, and a very 
strong objection to these forcign troops is, that the general 
spnd; field officers belonging to them had in some instances 
.their, commissions ante-catel, so as to put them in com- 
mand over the British-officers. This I-know to be a fact, 
aad it is a reason in itself sufficiently strong to induce -me 
.4o say, they ought not to be suffered: to remain in the 
country. - .- °° ° . . a te 
“ The next corps to which I shall speak, is one of a dif- 
ferent complexion. It is an establishment of late years, 
the royal staff corps. I can find no other estimate of the 
, expense of this corps than onc'of 20,000/. & year; but I 
am aware that the establishment is ‘a very expensive one. 
., This royal staff corps is ncither more nor less than a braneh 
,, growing out of the engineers, and formed for the purpose 
, of patronage, our great and eternal bane {the mumpbers of 
, the engineers might, if that had been necessary, have been 
Increased, and this would have béen dohe at a hght-ex- 
"pense to the country. | 
 & The next topic is that of the militia, and I trust I may 
throw out/a consideration that may be deemed worthy the 
attention of the House. The ‘militia of the united kings 
dom amounts to 109,070 men, the annual expense ad. 
Vou. TiI.~-1809. - 4a-¥ me, 


. 
a etek 
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fending it .jc, %,000,00Q2. If one-balf of i } 
allowed to be absent the three harvest faa hee 
would be infinitely serviceable to the agricnltu an : 
of the cvuntry, the annual saving thereby effected would 
be 300,000. aud on the gcore of digciplineg, little ipjur 
ean be apprehended, as this formed part of the system e 
the great Frederick.of Prussia. A farther saving in the, 
militia expenditure might be effected, by incorporating. 
some of the small corps, and forming them into battaliong 
of a thousand each. Fiftcen of the rogiments, chiefy’ 
Welsh, would form fiveregiments of the strength I haya" 
prentioned, and would give a saving to the pcople of at. 
Jeast 20,0007. a year, . ne 

“ In the ncxt place, F shall advert to a new establish. 
went, that of the local militia, and one that has becn 
marked by a most profligate and wantgn expenditere ; an! 
establishment, that in my mind is agt of that descripfion 
that ought to have been regorted to in sugh times as’ 
these, when it is clear that the baftle for our rights and, 
liberties againat our foraign focs, if fought at all upon 
Englisl grouhd, must depend upon that invincible force, 
the armed population of the kingdom. By the estimates | 
on the table it appears, that there had already been vated 
en this account— | ae 





For pay - ° 7. - -;  &- : 
For the staf (on acooynt, when notembodied) 305,960 ° 
Clothing - - + «+». + AIT SIE 
Contingencies - - + <« «© = ° 36,480" 





41,219,809 


And in addition to this it a red, that ao less 3 sum | 
than 340,000/. had been paid to dre volupteers, . ‘fog | 
ehanging from one home service into another. Qf£ gil the ° 
profligate public expenditures that 1 know of, this, Sir, | 
appears to me the most profligate. And let me ask, whee. 
ther such a House of Communs as | have described would : 
thus have voted away the mancy of the people? On adug_ 
consideration of all the circumstances, I fel persua 
that here a saving of 7..0,000/. a year might be made. - 
‘+ From this subject it is an easy transition to that of 
the voluntcers. I find the estimate of the expenses af 
the valunteers excecds 9 million of maney fox this yearn, 
® citcumstance that aypears extraoripary;..ag.[ have 





e 
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Pe ‘that, nS tess & som than 749,000/. has been 
Eto “the vohinteéré for exchangiug their servirg ta th? 
cal ‘onlitin, and thie total ex pense of this edtablistiment 
‘yéat was 1,004,379%.'s0 {ft seems 4 defermined point, 
thit though ‘the numbers’ are Yessened, the expen:lituré 
Howtd continue the same. Bat, Sir, Lam of opinion that 
the mifilion of money miiglt be saved'to tlie people ¢ fu 
wily slrontd we dot tesort to That systedi, that answered $d 
1A few years ‘abo, and which Withoht a doubt might 
still tiey resorted tb with good effect.. ‘In the year 1780, 
é' Volunteers’. of frefand served theif country without 
either pay or clothing; and I believe it must, on alt Hands; 
be acknowledged, that more efficient voluntdets never Had 
been established: “That the same syste should sow ba 
pursued, not only thy opinion, but that alo of officers 
teh in the congdence of the government, I particularty 
atfudd'tc Sit Robert Wilsdny and béy leave to read ah ex. 
tract fram his Work. Upon the snbjeéct, tte shys, * Every 
householder’ ghoutd be’ dbliged ‘to provide, and Keep a. 







stand. .of arms in gqod order. Every man in the émpiré. 
should be, Inistrwcpedt in the usé of them, hnd in’ 4 shdrt™ 
time the hymblest individaat woutd be ashamed} if he did 
nbt know the-necessaty exercise.” Militaty ardour fs very © 
reatlily inspired, but the pursuit inist not be atiefided with 
great {atonvenience of expense ;’ he ddds, ‘ military 
clothing is not nécessary for such a forte,’ The eye may | 
fot be equally gratified, but appearance is nbt worthy a - 
momeni’s attention. ith the preparations for 4 contest 
which ought not to last six weeks, what has the attire to 
do? ' What advantage does a splendid dress offer to the 
state? Where’ are the funds for supplying tflis expensive 
equipment 2?’ “These, Sir, are the senfymenis of a British’. 
ofticer, fixed upon by his majesty’s goveriiment, for estae 
biishing a force of the soft at this Perio.!, ii Portugal. 2 6° 
host cordially agrce with him, and in azreeing with him," 
recdinmend the saving a million of jwoncy froth the bur!’ 
tifeng of the people, re 
5° The next establishment to which I stalf bee fe dt — 
ictition of the House, is that of the royd! wageon train. 
By the papers on the table it apheats, that besicfes the 
ta ex) thtlitiiré, which I uitderstant! to Ke great indeed, 
the antiual expense of this carps is 48,008, and yet J ant’ 
persuadell ttidt ‘all disinterested persons acquainted with 
ite evlablihowht, would deckire it to be ad useless ‘ns ‘it 
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is ezpesbive. The warzone had been found it’ oaty De 
home service, where they were not wanted; the: Ja - 
dity of the system was fully ascertained in the expeditious 
te Copenhagen, Spain, and TTanover; where it- was prov- 
ed to be perfectly ineticient. Under this impression? I 
‘. have no hesitation ia saying, that this establishment odeht 
to be abolished: the exient of saying by its being done 
away, further than the 48,99S/. a year, | have no dedu~- 
ments to shew. This waggon train had been formerly at- 
. fached to the ordnance, and it would, I believe, be-dfii- 
cult to give the House a satisfactory reason for: its being 
yemoved from it. . ‘ 
The next corps on which I shall have to remark, is 
one that never has, as I am informed, either done or offer- 
etl ‘o do auy service whateyer. | mean the corps of Mdox 
fencibles ; it costs the people 24,1841. a year; anc is 
stationary in the Isle of Man, where volasteers ‘ave ‘atso 
. established; to comment upon such an expenditire: as 
this, must jndeed be unnecessary. I claim the Whole ag 
B saving. re on 
 &¢ Fhe staff of the army I shall now proceed to com- 
meut upon. The general annuat sum it costs the country 
now, amounts to no less than 4496491. the expensed of 
. the home staff according to the papers on the table is 
955,590/. a year, that for Great Briain, I believe in the 
year 1793, was only 28,92'il. Any thing more flagrant than 
this could not readily be conceived, without: dwelling 
pon a point that speaks for itself, | will at once pledge 
mysclf to shew, that 200,000/. a year ought to be saved 
to tite country. , _ i woo r 
' 6¢ 7 beg now to call the attention of the House, to-the 
- yecrniting staff, bounties ta recruits, and tye levies. The 
recruiting staff eosts the country 34,929/. The extent of 
bounties given to recruits is known ta the House, and 
above all the profijgaje ex penditure that -has existed untler 
jhe head of jeyies, is fully ascertained. The expense 
that has attended this vile system is enormous, and I do 
not hesinte to say, that if a slop were pat to it, and if 
that wisc, just, and honourable plan of the right honour- 
able gentlemen near me, was acted upon, that a saying 
of 200,000/. a year might be. made, and the service ma- 
terially benefited. —_ 
' $6 The next subject is that of army agency, 61,075i 
ag nq anayally expended, and I will take upos myself 


yaw 19.) «2 -+> egemae ecomomy. #17 
1-€o rove thnt 51,075. may: be saved, and the dmsiness as 


La) 
. A 


-velidetually: earried on, by the edditien of 10,000/. a yeas 


‘the-general.agency office alveady established... 


.¥ vS I have stated, that the business of the was-office might 
| be.effectually done for 30,0004 a year, ‘which would save 
7 @4,0001.: ‘T repeat that assertion, and I beg tu.add, that 
= @lke saving might.be mate at the pay-office, giving to 
. the country:o8 both 48,5001. a year. 1 |. 


LY 


.- «ST shall new take-into eonsideration the ordnance de- . 
“partment, where 1 :fiad the expenditare tobe in the yeaz 


_ ending 5th January, 1307 ,~-4,5 11,0642. 


1808, 4,190,748, - 
‘ ‘ 1809, ,105,9000. : ‘ } 


io neva ; 

an increads in: the ‘last year, of near:a million ef money, 
» But, Six,-withous detaining. the: House :one moment un 
- Ihacessenily, I shail proceed. to particulars.: And first, as 
. to éhzee eatablisuments, bearmg in some degree on each 


» ut 


+ 


‘ : 
I. 


.. Othen, «The horse artillery, consisting of twelve troops, 


which cost-annually, independent of great contingent ex- 
penses, of which I have no return, 113,000/. The corps 
of artilleny dai vers: 829,000/. besides enormous contingent 


,;8xpenses,- The contract horses 209,083/, The latter sum 


he 


I have no. fear to say, might certainly be saved to the 


, Country, fer I have it from an authority I cannot doubt, 


., that the horse artillery, with the corps of artillery drivers, 
_ Was-mero than could be wanted under any possible cir 
- cumstances. ‘The artillery drivers are at present entircly 

. attached to the guns, and part of their duty is performecé 


by the contract horses, and this too at a moment when the 
horses belonging to the corps of artillery drivers were 
aotually. suffeting from over-feed and: idleness. If any 


. gentleman doubled the faot, if he would only go as far as 


Woolwich, he would be convinced that such was the sys- 
tem of the: ordnance, and that too at the very place, 


. whcte-we might have hoped such flagrant abuses could 


not-have existed, -—s’ ; ; 

-. The next subject, and one which I think the attene 
tion of the-Hlouse should be particulasly directed, is that 
of. our fortifications at home. - Particularly, Sir, as it is not 
many years ago, that after.a long and able discussion, it 
wes declared ‘ta be the opinion of the. Houve, that a stop 
should be put to what was then deemed an . useless exe . 
penditure of the public money, and a more useless expen- ° 
dituse could not in my mind he ‘readily discovered. By 
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the papess oh fle table it appears, thal shove 10h, 600 
ba: heen expended in the last gear, on the bu 
5: pa.rs of lustifications at lense. Tis was-bizbly etjue- 
1ib iwle, and would a the tore so, whew tite nitie’ 
ja which it was applied was comaterd. A faore vin! 
clusive specimen of the waste of the public weahth cam’ 
wo whise be found better chan on Romney Marsh, 
furs the protection of ew shores at we ate wid; a ss 
number ef Martello Towers and haticrics have been erett~ 
ed. Jt was inteaded that these towérs should dach carry’ 
along gun am! a howitecr; after they weee'afl finished,” 
it was digcoyered! that the dimensions had Leen mistalien, - 
and that they wostd only carry ihe tone gon, aud this 
gun cantet be brought to bear: wpun-emy-chiject wilted. 
250 yards of the tower, leaving of coarse thit propotl ict ° 
of sient] patis; bot this saatake is net the o-1y wid; tre | 
foundation was upon @ par with the apper vovies ;> und tt! 
November last, thore was ne sami degreeof alartn for Are - 
onfety of these towers, in cunsequence. af there belive 2+: 
veral. feet of water in .thears four oat of the mami ee 
built upon qnicksands; byt gill a mow extrmohdimty : 
rt of this system of defence, is that six milcs of store: 
yond the last of these towers (rather mute: ctimmd; 
dious for landing than that part that ime been ‘fortified,) ' 
is left open to the enemy, without even one svlitery tower * 
er battery ; there remains thew one thing yet to be dune, - 
to persuade the enemy to ailow the English pilots ty bans 
their ships wi-hin the tange of our fortificatiows. © 9 = * 
‘¢ The royal military canal is another specimen of fall ” 
and of waaten waste of the public mancy.- This crnat ®@ - 
intended as a line of defenoes it begins on Ranmey Marsh, - 
ant is continued for mboat twenty miles. Aga mahatry®: 
work, it rivals the fertiGcations 1 have just mentionr’l; — 
if possible, surpasses them: for it is so constracted, tims 
the fire of the soldiers within the. parapet ‘cannot ‘bt 
brought to bear upon the canal, so that the boats of tha 
enemy might cover it unmolested, : pasticatarly: os the 
, éanal bas not 8 single flanking position, This blander, 
Mike that of the. Martello ‘Towers, was soon diseo | 
afier the work was fini-hed, and now J hear it és rvatter 
of dispute, haw a further sum of money slioukl beled | 
ent, whether in feaking positions, ar building towets far - 
iis defence. Thus was the public money wasted+ and ° 
this too atter the subject bad been se fully diseusscd and 


. 3 Pog m 


4 


4 
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Queidedtn.:Ahe Hense of. Commons. Fortifieatidns are 
not. wanterd.in dbis country: the people of England eatt- 


de nc} Geis awa cbecca! I would ask, what were the ose | 


aha erteumeys fastificatians bnildisg on the heights of. 
nqr< ‘Taman’ those fostifications, togetuer with Dover 
Caetla; would. take twenty thausand men. And is there 
ARy.one, ad: énesgh fa suppase, that Buouaparte would: 


| alempt to. Jand. ip the face of ten thogsand British sol- 


drs, wilbout any fortifications whatever; but here was 


double that asealer-of aur troops to be locked ap and in« 


capacilaied fsem, serving in the field. Under: all these 
cireumathncas,: I «la! aot. danbt bat that 500,000/. out of 
the, 700,Q; Ql. anawally expended, might be saved to the 
cogaizy 5 the remaining 200,0(0/. appears to mea larger. 
sua, than. oyghé 1a.be. appropriated (o any such purposes, 
I bave-farticr.to olxerve, that the fortifications erected in. 


 Epnex. are, ngw falling rapidly inte decay ; and that whilst 


the famous aiilitary read in Surrey is ploughing up, it must 

@ satisfaction to the public to know, that another is 

forming:in Scotland ; aad that probably when that is again 
I neta up, that ene may pogsibly be conslr in 

WAR tee we . 

‘< kahall..next proceed to consider the gommissariat,: 
OF thia depaytment too much bas been heard, too mach ig 
knowa to entitle it ta any respect. The evidence so:lately 
given upon. this snbyect by Sir Arthur Wellesley was quite 
sufficient {q stamp its character; and [ audeysstand that 
this gallant officer, whose judgment and aceuracy nomany 
would dant, was-no better plegsed with his present com- 
mijssariaf, than he had been with.the one that preceded — 
it. The papess.on. the table would shew, -that from the 
army extraprdinaries alone no less a sum had been ex. 

cnded in the foreign commissariat than. },542,705/. .O£ 
a expense of the commissariat at.home there was re agn 
coant; but that of Ipeland deserved particular attention. 
The establishment in that kingdom is stated to eost 95,9031. 
a year, the amount of the supply issued to the tr 
149,23]2 so.that about 75/. per cent. is paid for the delis. 
very. Whether the same economieal system is pursued 
in ibe foreign and English departments I know not; but 
this I know, that the profligate expenditure of the com. 
missarigt is proverbial, that 9 one of at least 
$00,000/, a year might be made without difficulty, 


, 
\ 
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The next item of our military establishment, aud one. 
that keeps pace in wanion and excessive expenditure, is 
the barrack department. The barracks of Great Britain. 
and Iretand cost the country last year 764,942[. To 
prove this a most shameful expenditure, there would be, 
no difficulty ; for amongst other things it is a fact, that at 
the time 100,000/. is granted for the buildiug of new bar- 
racks, scveral barracks, long ready for the reception of. 
tfaops, remain unoccupied, as da many for which annual | 
rents are paid. In the county of Wicklow, I believe there, 
are no less than three excellent barracks unoccupied, nat- 
wilhstanding which the job goes on, and new ones are. 
riow bnilding, and this at a moment when timber is ad-. 
vanced from 50s. to 251. per ton! add to this the abuses 
detailed in the reports, and many of which exist in full, 
force, and there can be little doubt but that 350,000/. 
might be annually saved from this monstrous expendi=, 
ture. it 

“© Upon the medical department of the army T have al-: . 
ready given my sentiments in this House; [ have now . 
only to repeat what I before stated, that I believe 100,000/. | 
a year might be saved to the country, independent of the 
heavy pecuniary loss we sustain in the numbcrs of our, 
troops that fall victims to the maladies that so dread full 
prevail in the West Indies, and other such climates whic 
medical men of ability, and acquainted with the subject 
immediately before us, calculated at much more than 
100,000/. a year. | . 
. To the next subject, I have also before called the at- 

tention of Parliament, 1 mean the clothing of the army. 
Whenever I have an opportunity of renewing that ds- 
cussion, [ shall be ready to shew that nine shillings a mah 
. may be saved to the public, if open competition, instead 
of private: bargain, is tesorted to. General Stuart in his 
pamphlet thus writes upon this subject. He says, © The 
clothing and accoutring of regiments ought to be undex- 
taken by government, and not by colonels, who, as inspece , 
tors of the contracts of others; will do the sotdiers as 
much justice as by the present system : it is conjectured 
that a much smaller fund than is as at present raised by ~ 
stoppages might suffice, if the method pursued in clothing 
the Austrian army was pursued in our own.’ Now, Sir, ; 
in confirmation of this doctrine, 1 learn that Mr. tte 


ba] 


‘eapen 
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ney, the army clothier, has at this time $¢. 6d. a man by 
Open contract less than Messrs. Pearse have by private 

rgain, on the clothing alone; and I maintain, if the - 
accoutrements were also supplied by open competition, 
that the nine shillings would be saved; amouating upon - 
500,(00 men ‘to 185,000/. a yenr..: The clothiers under 

rivate contract were also, by thelr own confession, in the 

bit of charging at the rate of ten pet cent. a year in 
Consequence of not being paid under six months. Now, 


* withont much calculation, it is clear that the borrowing 


the moncy even at five per cent. and making prompt pays 
ments, would give an additional saving of :5,0000. a year, - 
Pd a the amount of the clothing only to reach 

,000/. a year. But here we are cutting with a two-edged 
sword; for in other departments I can shew, that moncy . 
by impress bills is paid in advance to contraciors and 
others (who ought not to be so paid), and our army clo- 
thiers are charging us at the rate of tep per cent. because . 
that money is given to the contractors, afd not applied to 


‘that purpese which would be of advantage and a great 


saving to the country. Another considerable saving, to 
the amount of 90,0Q0/. a year,’ may be made on the packs 
ing and insurance of the clothing to foreign stations. 
And in this year’s extra clothing to Spain, &c. added to 


‘the colonial corps, if open competition had been resoried 


to, 100,000/. might also have been saved, making the 
amount of saving on this yeat’s clothing expenditare 
270,000. . 

«© I shalt now, Sir, conclude the consideration of the 
tuilitary department, with a statement of what the general 
diture has been for the last four years. 

‘In the year ending, 5th January; 1806—17,314,023f. 
: : "4808 15,596,539. 
1809 17,490,111. - 
fn justice fo those gentlemen whe never were in thé 
habit of sparing me, but to whom I do not feel the less diss 
posed to do justice, [ must observe, that during the two 
years that they were in office, the military expenditure 
of the country was two millions less than what it had 
been under the management of their preitecessors, of. 
fban what it was under the management of his majeaty’s 
present ministers. | . . 
“6 Having done, Sir, with the military pert of the sub 
Vou. HI.—1809. 4Z 
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_ ject, shall-now proceed, to the civil. It appears to ne, 
_that a very matérial savinz may be made in (he expense 
that oow attends the collection of the revenue, Anc\ first, 
with regard to the post-office; by reports that have been 
on the table, it was proved that within the four last, years, 
- immediatly following the event of Mr. Palmer quitting 
the post-office, there was an increased expense in that 
establish went of above 180,000/. Under Mr. Palnact’s 
management, the expendilure did not exceed 200,000/.,a 
‘year, it was aow 400,00 01. Why this increase had ag- 
_curred, or rather why it had been suffered to occur, I 
know rot, buil feel perfectly convinced, that no satis- 
‘factory reason can be given for it. 
oT bave obtained much information with respect to 
the collection of the customs, -and as to the patronage of 
that department of the revenue. Amongst other things, 
I find that before the erection of the, East India, West 
India, aud London docks, the landing surveyors had con- 
siderable difliculties to encounter from the extent of the 
wharfs over which they had presided. When those docks 
were built, and the sphere of theirlabours was conscquently 
ccommodiously contracted, it was fairly to have been ex- 
pected, that their numbers would have been decreased ; 
gn the contrary, three additional ones were appointed, and 
the public have ever since had to pay ten instead of 
seven. Similar abuses of patronage in that and other de- 
partments have come to my knowledge, but the one in- 
slance sufficiently proves the system, and it will not, I 
am persuaded, eventually be found that | have not strong 
round for asserting, that a very material ‘public saving 
may be made here. In the stamp-oflice, the annual charge 
would be found 130,0°0/. per annum; a decided waste 
of the public treasure was apparent here: this ex pendi- 
ture I could shew, might be greatly reduced indeed. 
For the collection of the window-light duties in Scotland, 
the charge was 20 per cent. for that ofthe old malt duty, 
JG per cent. ; for that on candles, 12 per cent. Would 
any one be bold enough to say that these were pro 
' gharges ? I think not, and I hope to prove hereafter t 
they ought greatly to be lowered. I shall ncxt advert to 
the receivers-general, who are, I understand, allowed 
J4d. in the pound, and that upon six millions of mone 
annually, besides balances allowed to remain in their 
bands to the amount of 410,000/.; the loss of interest upon 
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this fo the public is above 20,0007. a year; ‘but fhe fact. 
is; ws the dctounts at the end of che ycar will shew, that 
instead of 410,N00/. batuiccs to the amount: of near a 
riillion will be found in their hands, and in those of the 
coHeetors. ‘Why such a practice as this shontd be ‘tole- 
rated, ‘instead ‘of those balanées being paid immediatety. 
idto the bank of England, I am ata loss to conceive. 

SF shall next, take a comparative view of the expenses ; 
attendant on the c lection of the revenues in England, 
aurd Seottand, I find it to stand thus. The expense of 
collection of ©: a 
The customs in Engtand, 6/. 14s. 5d. 2 execss in Scottand, 

; Scotland,’ 8l. 5s. 84. ‘Td. the. 3d. - 
Excise in Englond, 2/. 15s. 3d. @ excess in Scotland, 

ec ' Scotland, fi. 3s. 3d.§ Sd. Bs. Od. 
Stamps in England, 3d. Q¢. 1d. @ excess iti Scotland, 
. ** Seothards 42. 18s. 8d. § 1d. 1d8. Od. 
_.$6 This difference appenrs to me very extraotdinary, and 
Jama persnaded, that the expense of collecting these re« 
venues in Scotland muy at least be reduced to the ‘rate 
now charged in England. ‘Fhe land and assessed taxes 
in Scotland, ate cgilrcted at 27. 19s. thd. percent. when . 
the collection in Engtand costs 3/. 12s. 9¢.—an excess‘of. 
12s. 10d. per cent. ‘in England. I would ask in what 


' does this originate ? The gross receipt of the revenne of 


Great Britain, for the year endmg 5th January 1809, 
amounts to 64,734,2721. the charges 6f management u 
this sum amounted to 2,816,5n8/., heing ‘at the rate of: 
4l. 12s. Od. per cent. by reducing this charge to 3l. per 
cent. of the practicability of which, for reasons already 
stated, and others equally strong, I have not in my mind 
the most distant doubt, the annual saving to the public 
would be 1,051,980/. But, according to the system now 
pursued, the expense of collecting the revenues increases - 
annually: for the year ending . 
5th January 1807, it was, 4/. 5s. Od. per cent, 
Do. 1808, 4l. 10s. 5d.-do. 

Do. - 1809, Al. 12s. ‘9d. ‘do. vc, 
Why was this? As the reventie increases, the’ rates: of 
colléction increase, when in fact, they ought proportion. 


‘ably to diminish. I will again, Sir, do the late ministers 


the justice to observe, that during their continuance in 
office it was that:the revenues were collected at the lower . 


' yates, and indced, since the year 1807, when they quitted . 


f 
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office, the charge for collection has increfistd' ¥s..98: pie 
cent. making a difference to the ptopte of tr best a sud 

than 905,259. per annum. I think F have néw, Bib, 
shewn safficient ground for my opinion, and- tial sbd¥e 






a million a may be saved in the collection of the'te- 
‘ Great y = conrtnoht 


venuts of Britain. I shall nog eed to 
po the rate of collection in Ireland, and % ‘trast, when] 
pm speaking of the savings that may be rmdde in his pratt 
of the united kingdom, fhat it will be borse in mind that 
Bogland prys ing proportion of fifteen-s¢ventéeenths tet we, 
and, therefore, will benefit precisely in that ratio, By Uke 
saving that is made. As td the irregahirities ih the eal. 
lecting the revenues in Ireland, the Hous¢ has-letedy tad 
so marked a specimen, atterded with sucha vertaus lots 
to the country, abont a million and 2 half, that it is an- 
ssary for me to dwell ofe moment “upon thet pent. 
The gros receipt of the tevenné in Ireland, ‘tt Jemuary 
1868, js §, 55! ,6601.; on this the charge OF inanaigetient 
was no tess than 598,663/., which is af the'rate of 9/. lab. 
per ceat. If this were reduced to the rate’ (excessive as 
t is) at which the reyenue of Greet Britain’ & at present 
co » namely, 4/. }%s. Od. per cent. the anwuat s- rite 
Would be 284,59). but in the present year, the! charge of 
management has been increased 11. 1&y, Gd: pet conk. 
aa anoual saving therefore of 553, 3671. might be obfa inal 
if that charge was only reduced to the rie af that a 
present existing in Great Britain, and that this might ba 
elected, }am perfectly convinced. The charges on the 
manngensent of the post-office in Ireland, was a strotg 
feature of the extec sive reforms that might be estedlished ; 
the charge per cent. on the gross post-ofljce revenue im 
Irelaud, for management, was 4u/. per cent. when that 
of Scotland was about 12]. pér ceat. and why was Geis 2 
to give patromage, for no ether posible reason. Put it 
pn the same footing as that of Soothand, an the saving 
Will be enormous, and | shoul! be gtad to hear a-reeson 
offered why that onght not to be dime! Another expqn- 
diture of minor consideration, connected with that depart- 
ment, though paid im kngland, is that of ‘a consmat: ex- 
press between the two. countries, which bos been kept 
up, ever since the rebellion in: Ireland, at: an expense o6 
G00’. a year; now though this-ea press when esiablished 
might cettainby have been necessary, stil § believe the 
chief bencft now: arising from. this cxpenditure.of THOR, 


~ 
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ecy pe. it the.advantege the lord-liepiesané devives, ray 
"bavwa bis newspapers a few honrsearlier thag he woul 
Have dhqm. by. the mail; on what authority this-establich- 
ane exists, | knaw nat, but this, | kwowy, that it, has 
Already, goxt the cquntry -63,000/, ari} qugh, to be abp- 
sliphed,, Haxing detainesd the House.wer- ‘lang, I shall 
Jnot {sespass further upon their time,-by entering more pare. 
ttieplarly into the savings that may be made in lreland, 
‘bat proeced to speak, of ike commissiones,and auditors 
of. public aecounts,. Now, Sir, though | am ready ‘ta 
admit, that anditors of pablic accounts may jot only 
-be ugefyl, bat -.necessary, still J do-not frel disposed ta 
gay as much of the different bodies of commissioners that 
2have fram.time ta time been appointed—to do what? 
- ta tactify. the abupes that have arisen, from the neglect of 
the yepresentafives of the people, I maintain, Sir, shat 
abuses, s@ ortzinating, ought to have been mct ky -the 
jamibors of them, and that inplead of taxing the, people, 
to, the amonntef 70,000/. per annum, iu salaries 10 com- 
- maigsioness,. the business ought to ave been encountered 
-by Cowmittees of the Hause; sach, Sir; would, 1 am 
persuaded, be .the-sentiments .of a Howse of Commons, 
-such.as.I have described ; and ia one epinios, | think 
thig House, must agree with me, that there is no prospect . 
of the accounts ever being settled through the medium 
of the present. plan of commissioners. I belicve very 
_litde, if any, progress has been made towards this most 
desitable end. ‘With regard te the apaual accounts, I 
take this opportunity of saying, thet they oughés to be 
“Made out. as soon after,the expiration of the year a6. pas- 
sifle, under. distinct heads, and im that glear form, as 
weald enable the guardiany of the, public pwrse to do theis 
darty to the: peaple, by closely examining the diderent. 
hagaches of the national expendijare. The. present ian 
mere system. of esfimate. Under the head of commis- 
sieners I take @ saving of 70,0001. per annum; ae | igel’ 
_porsuadatl that Committees of thie House qugbt te sudcr- 
take thid teak, however arduous M may be; aad vet ne- 
sort, ask. befare said, to tazieg the peaple fos the sinsof 
:. iheir representative 
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report procecds thus: § Your Committee are inclined ta 
consider a sum, equal to 5 per cent. inferest, on the ave- 
rage balances in question, to be not far from the amount 
of the profits arising from this source.’ The annual ine 
terest thercbore, Sir, is between 5 and 600,000/. The 
dlebtor and creditor account between the people and the 
bank stinds thus: . 
The bank Dr. 
For interest of balances (say only) © =£.500,00Q 
Paid to them for management of the ~ | 
national debt, year ending Jth Jan. 





Js09 - . . - ‘10,600 - 
£710,060 
The bank Cr. 


By 3 millidns in 1806, at 3 per cent. 
instead of 5 per cent. during the war <£.60,0CQ 
By 3 millions in 1808, without interest, 


during the war - - - + 150,00) 
31,686,000 old capital, 3 per cent. in- | 
stead of 5 per cent. - - 233,720 


o£ 4,750,009 in advance on malt-tax, at 
4 per cent. instead of 5 per cent. - 27,500 


2,471,228 





‘© This gives a balance against the bank of 238,480/. a 

tr. Now, Sir, instead of claiming the whole of this 
on the part of the public, to which, in my opinion, there 
is a perfect title, I am willing to adopt the line taken on 
the 10th February 1808, by a right honourable gentle- 
man near me (Mr. Tierney); thus he argued the case : 
¢ With respect to the rate of allowance charged by the 
bank in regard to the management of the national debt, 
in his opinion, the bank onght to do that byisiness with- 
out any allawance whatever; for he contended that they 
then would be on a footing with every private banker.’ 
Now, for the reason given by the right honourable gen- - 
.tleman, as well as upon the ground I have takén, I do 
assert, that the sum of 210,540/. charged ‘by the bank for 
the yenr ending 5th January 1809, ought to have been 
savett to the people. 

$* An honourable gentleman (Mr. Martin) having 50 - 
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very ably,-and so very, recently, gone, at a great leacth 
into the subject of pensions, sinecure places, .é&c. I shall 
only haveto make one or {wo remarks on this head. Un- 
der the terms objectional or qnestionable, he shews an 
amount of $22,296/. Now surely, Sir, ‘ny claiming cre- 
dit for a saving of 200,000/. a year out of this sum cannot 
be deemed unreasonable. In my mind a much greater 
saying ought to be made here. But I wish to make one 
observation with regard to. the doctrine, that ‘pensions 
and sinecure places are to be licld as sacred as freeholds, 


_ let them’ have been obtained how they ‘may, or let the 


amount of the income arising fram them have increased 
to ever so enormous an extent, by change of. circum< 
stances in the stale. This doctrine, Sir, ought not to be 


‘tolerated. It cannot be substantiated; and that it is 


perfectly novel I am prepared to shew.. In the year 
1744, it appears that the tellership of the exchequer 


. (amongst. other offices) was revised, and the salary re- 
_duced, in consideration of the great increase, in the 


amouut.of the arny services and the fees thereupon. ‘The 
reduction made was one-third part of the amount of 


the salary! but now we are told, Sir, now when thearmy 


expenditure exceeds all bounds, when it amounts to 


_abgve 17,000,000/. a year, that these places are ail free- 
holds! Why freeholds, in the year 1809, when they were 


not so in 1744? Is it the greater purity of the present 
times, when compared with the year 1744, that. has 
given colour to such doctrine as this? doctrine, Sir, that 
never would be held in such a Hlouse of Commous as I 


‘have described. 


_ * Under the head of bounties I find an expenditure 
amounting to 527,070/. a year. Now, upon this subject 
Ishall not give any opinion of my own; but knowiag 
that these bounties are dcemed quitc incousistent with 
the established principles of political economy, both by; 
Adam Smith and other authors who have written most, 
ably upon these subjects, L do certainly think it welh 
worthy the consideration of Parliament how far the 
public money should be so expended; and fully aware 
of several items in this account that appear to me most 
extraordinary, such’ as bounties to the fishermen of Lona 
don and Westmiuaster, who, I am persuaded, have sufie 
cient bountics from the high price of fish ; and bounties 
upon linen.in Ircland, with other detail not noccessary 


728 THE PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER. feon. 


for me how to enter apon, I bave little doubt, that I 
should be able to shew, independent of the geferal 

extion whether or not any bounties ought to be given, 
t at a savitig of $50,000/. a year might be properly 
in 


s+ And next, Sir, I have to say a word or two as to some 
expenditure that | should hold to be, at this period, 
highly impreper. I] see, by the accounts on the table, 
that nearly 200,000/, has already been expended in the 
building a new mint, which I understand is still likely 
te cost a considerable sam more. Now, Sir, the impro- 
priety of building any mint at all cannot be more strongly 
marked, than from the circumstance of its being within 
our power to issue coin by contract, mot only without 
expense, bat at a profit to the country. This was the 
case in the late contract with Messrs. Boltons, on the 
jssue of 1200 tons of cupper coin? And when the fact has 
thus been proved, [ would ask, why is the system to be 

iven up? Why, Sir, the reason is obvious. In order 
fo crente extensive patronage, it is necessary that we should 
havea new mint; and if we save the money of the people 
by the system of contract, we shall have no excuse what- 
ever for our new mint. But when it is completed, these great 
‘objects will certainly be attained—extensive pa — 
& great establishment—and no coin. But ministers, per- 
baps, are prepared to take off the bank restrictions, aud: 
once more to allow us the sight of gold! But upon a 
general principle, F maintain that government should net 

ave any establishment for carrying on mechanical trade. 
Weate going to other and great expenses in nnnecessary 
buildings, euch as the house of Downing-street for the pre- 
sident of the board of control, which has cost about 9000/.;_ . 
and amongst various other improper waste of the public . 
treasure, I observe 8500. expended in repairs of an office 
in the Adelphi. I have thought it my duty to shew that 
such things were; but do not mcan to take credit in my 
proposed! savings for any of the sums so expended. _ 

‘* ‘Vo our eotontes I next shall advert. I find, Sir, that 
im the army extraofllinaries atone, that above 1,500,0001. 
is charged to this account. Under proper management, 
} believe that our colonies, instead Of being a burthen, 

ve no Inconsiderable treasure to the mother 
Country; but as this subject is to be brought before the 


—_-- Tl WL Ee ee 


a, “oe 2 eee ee eee 
e 





. . eo tee ‘ ¥ 
Sune 19.) , PUBLIC ECONOMY. . T2Q 

ouse, | ding, early.in the next -session, 2 shalk. make 
only a° few observations ag this time. That onr North 
Ruicrican possessions would almost da more than counters 

lance our issue of 1,500,000/. there can be no douhty 
provided. the womlerful resources of that country: were 
propeyly brought .inty, action. The advantage, . pastiche - 
Tarly itt these tines, of abundant supplies of hemp, tim- 
ber, &«. from chence, cannot easily be, calénlated 5, and 


nothing can preyeat our braving abandant supplies bus’ 


our owa had management. There is one poiat | cannot 
retrain from touching upon,.that is our fisheries. When: 
the trifling returns, even of that at Newfoundland, is-bes 
fore us, it: would. scarcely be credited to. what-ao. extent 
another, fivhery, in those seas, was carried many; yeats 
aga, by the french. I.mean that of Cape:Beaton; the 
extent of which is not much more than one-sixth of.thag 
of Newfoundland. ' In.the ycar 1745,: when Cape Beeton 
was, taken by Sir W. Pepperill,. it appears that .Erance . 
employed 28,000 men-in the fishery, and gained a. million 
of nioncy a year by it. It is clear, then, what our loss 
nmust be fron) bad and negligent management; but pa-— 
tronage seems the great, object we. have. in -view;. as an - 
example of which, let us look.at:the expense of the civil 
establishment in Sierra Leone, amounting to no less hap 
16,0002. a year; and as to the expeuse of the military 
establishment, that certainly keeps pace with it: ‘for ia 
one ilem, ‘that of: building and repairing forts, you have 
no less a sum than 23,0002 , If we go into the acceunts 
of Gibraltar, Ceylon, Canada, the Prince of Woles’s 
Island, New South Wales, &c. &c, we-shall fiad notbing 
wanting in patronage or profligate expenditure I thener 
fore claim at least 500,000/. a year, as, the saving that 
ought tobe male immediately, , whe, ; 1 0 
“S { have yet to make ap observation or two respettang - 
the military establishment in. Inland; and. i. beg.onee - 
mote to observe, that England subscribes to all ibisexp | 
penditure in the ratio of fiftean-seventeenths, acconting to 
the act of uslon between the two countries. yt an 
. © Tn the last four years.of the American war,the avenage 
expenditure, to the 25th March, 1783, was 449,2G6/. : . 
the:ayerage of the four yeata, to March 25th, 1799, 
2,659,664/.: expenditure of the year ending Sth Janyery 
1509, is 4,226,421/, It appears, then, since tke yout 
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1798, the army expentitere has been nearly doubled. 
And why, I would ask, has this been the cate? Merely 
we prefer keeping in check, by coercion, a gallant 
2» who pant for nothing more than: the enjoyment 
of those rights and Viberties that are secured to us, anil 
which, when granted, would so endear them to the united 
kingdom, as to render it at once strong and invincible. 
I woald farther ask; whether such a House of Gommoas 
as that I have described, putting right and jastice ont of 
the question, would think it good policy to expend at 
least two millions in attempting to effect that, which con- 
ciliation alone can establish on a safe and permanent 
nd. I cannot quit the subject of Ireland without ob- 
serving, that the total Irish expenditure in the year ending 
25th March, 1795, was 1,735,267/.: in the year endieg 
Sth January 1809, it was 9,563,727. - 
The debt of Ireland, 25th March, 1793 48.2,422,890 
The debt of Irclend, 5th Jan. 1802 76,110,256 
The loan forthisycar -' «= - 4,0L0,000 


The present debt of Ireland - of .80, 110,856 
And having stated this, Sir, I wilt ask whether some- 
thiog ought not to be done to ward off ruin from that 
country. | 
“6 believe, Sir, [ have already shewn sufficient round 
to justify the opinion I gave, that if the le were re- 
presented in the manner | have described, that the araount 
of the ‘income tax might be saved. But, Sir, there yet 
remains for me to call the attention of the House to one 
other establishment, I mean that of the navy. And here, 
Bir, under the high authorities I speak, it would be ar- 
rogance in me to offer any opinion of my own. A gal- 
Jant admiral (Markham) in his place in this House, on 
the. Ist March, 1805, said, ‘ He could ‘state, and thé re- 

on the table would bear out his statement, that one 
third of the naval expenses of the country would be saved 
‘by an honest and upright discharge of the duties of the 
Offices employed in theie ‘administration’. The vic- 
‘tualling office, and the sick ind wounded office, he had | 
no hesitation in stating to be.the mest corrupt of all.’ 

_ So much for the naval expenditare in 1505. I now, 
Sir, must cail the attention of the House to another state- 
waent made in this House upon the subject, no longer ago 
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than last Febraary, when the honourable gentleman gp; 
posite to me, the Secretary of the Admiralty (Mr. Wet. 
Festey Pole), in speaking of the victualling department 


-whese the expenditure amounts to 5,313,9010 | declare 


* the. system carried og to be, most vicious and faulty; 
and that, in order to abolish at, those at the head mast be 
xemoved.” In addition to these statements, which it is 
not with me, or indeed with any one, to doubr, J have 
onty to say, tbat if cosfirmation had beep wanting, the 
result of the inguiries I baye made affords that confjrma- 
lion. 1 find, Sir, and can shew, that in the purchase of 
timber there is a great loss to the country. I find, toa 
that the inspector of eanvas-is concerned in the supplyin 
the oanyas, and that cansequently what js delivered is t 
an infamously bad. quality.. I find too, Sir, that instea 
of the different con{racts being gpen ig competition af , 
the expiration of the year and half, that they are ke 
shut for years; and thus, for the sake of patronage, the 
public suffer most heavily. ‘The honourabie gentlemag 


opposite (Mr. Wellesley Pole) seems to deity the fact. | 
‘ will ask him, then, whether Mr. Pinkerton’s contract for 


the West Indies has not been shut, for four or five years, 
Whether Mr. Grant.bas not had a like advantage tn the | 
Yarmouth contract; and I would ask him further, whether 
@ person at Deptford has not been allowed to amass a con- 
siderable fortune by the article of grains alone, at the 
poblic brewery there; that contract has indeed at last 

n opened, aml the price per quarter immediately ad- 
vanced frum Is. 1Qd..to 2s. 10d. and I fancy it will bear 


‘po inconsiderablea further advance, as I yndesstand the 


“fortune in question was made by yetailing them ont imme- 
diately at 4s. Gd. per quarter. a a 
. *¢ Tp the transpart,department I shall have no difficulty 
in shewing great waste of the public money, anJ uo w Ycre 
do we sufhce more, I pelicve, from iavguritisy. With 


' these facts before me,, aud under the high authorities that 


I have.quoted, it is not, k agysure, with me to doubi that 


. the saving stated. may be mafic. I have only, Sir, to oh- 


serve, that in the year 1804, tp which the gallant adinie 
ral’s. remarks atiacheJ, the expenditure was 11,759, 4500. 
apd that at this jeriod, when we haye the, se. iments of 
fhe honourable Secretary of the Adiniralty on the subject, 

he-expeadityre jis. 17,407,8927, an ingrease of 5 700,Qcvol. 
Jam sory; Sir, to have detained the House so long ; but 
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what I owed to my country and my own character ren- 
dered it necessary. 1 feet mach obliged by the patience 
with which I bave been heard, upon which-{f shall only? 
trespass a few minutes longer. | J 
‘“T think, Sie, that the national accon-ts ought tobe. 
reduced into such form and order as would enable: every 
member of the House to see whether or uot the money of 
his constituents was properly and econ snically expent- 
ed; and this, Sir, is an object Ihave much at heart, fol’ 
J do feel nost fully persuaded, that an enormons sum wy. 
annually lost to the country, in consequence of the utter 
confusion in which the accounts have remained for any . 
years, a confusion that never prevailed more than at this 
moment. Admit, Sir, that only 20,000,000/. annually re- 
mains unaccounted for, and I am sure [ am much within 
compass, when I say that at a very moderate computation’ 
we must lose, in consequence of this confusion and son~ 
settlement of the accounts, at least onc-twentieth part ; 
does any gentleman who hears me doubt that the public 
loge at least a million a year for the want of such a settee 
ment; if any does doubt the fact, Ict me refer him to ts ° 
own private concerns, and Ict me ask whether be believes . 
any individual who negiecis‘year after year to look imto 
the accounts of the expenditure of his property, and to 
strike a balance with his different agents, escapes with the 
loss of only a twentieth part? Iam sure he would be ine - 
finitely a greater loser under such a system, and [ am also 
gure that we do not escape with a loss of a million under 
that system sn decidedly ruinous either to the individual 
or public body. Upon this subject I shall beg to read the_ 
statement and remarks of the late Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer (Lord Henry Petty). In the year 1806, the. 
noble lord stated to the House, that the enormous sum of 
foux hundred and fifty-five millions of public money was 
unaccounted for. He then gocs on to observe, ‘* that it 
was unnecessary for him to urge how much the public ne- 
cessities called for the mosteserious attention and investi- 
gation; that he need not state what were the evils, which © 
@ to these inquiries, or what were the dangers of leaving 
-accounts open for twenty years, when the death of the 
parties may prevent the recovery of the public money, of 
‘gtossest frauds destroy the revenue of the country, great 
as it is, and divert it to purposes of individual profit.” 
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bok k ba RECAPITULATION OF. SAVING ON 


Household troops,-two regiments  - f.73,31'7 
Dragoon guards, dragoons, and li¢ht ‘ditto 340, 000 
Koreign corps - | 005,017 
Subsidy anally aid Count Menron 
:- for continuing his’ reginient in‘ his 
majesty’s service = ~ - - ' 3,000 
Militia of the united kitigdom - = 800,000 
Staff of . fiheen emall militia corps Te 


Lioal militia le - -700,000 
Volanteers of the united kingdom ( 4,000,000 
yal wagon train - - 48,993 
Manx‘tencibtes: - << ea 24,184 
Staff of thearny- - - « . 200, 
Reeruiting staff; leviesand | bounties - 200,000 
Army agency _ ete, BF,075 
War office | e 2 te a 24,000 
Pay ofice <--> « ‘= «© «- ° 94,000 
Coatrict horses - _ . 299,083 
Fortifications and repairs a at home' - 500,000 
. Medical department and snnual loss 
 ofme = - - = 200,000 
Commissariat - . - + - §00,000 
Barsaeks ‘ od oe ' a 2: = 350,000 
Army clething : ' 270,000 
On ‘the collection of the revente in 
Great Britain - - - 1,051,930 
- On ditto . diitte in Ireland - 388,367 
Commissioners. and: ‘auditors of public | 
accoants « 70,000 
Bank, the sur’ dhareed for the ‘manage- 
ment of the tational debt: 210,504 
Pensions and-offices oxeented by. deputy 200,000 
Bounties - 150,000 
Colonies - - + -  ‘e - 500,000 
Catholic emnncipation = « «2,000,000 
10,693,563 


Expendityre of the navy for the year 
| ending Jan. 5, 1809, 17, 407 18021. 
— gne-third of which i is - 
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- 5,822,630 13 4 


Total savings’ - 16,516,193: 13 4 
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On the question being put, . 
Mr. Huskissan reso: Mr. —-With whatever 

feelings of surpsire and regret I may-have witnemed the 

conduct of the hen. gentlemaa, on the ocgasion of his, rst 

Broaching, in another pluce, che subyect which he bes 

now at last broucht wader the compidosstion of the Hause, 

those feelings have | by ner menus boar walks Het either. by 
explemiion which the bonourable gentleman bas just 

given Phe motives by which-he hes begs actanted, ar by 

the stntement which he hes submilicdita ihe Hose ins 

port of his proposition. . If, in the first instance, J. 

served, with asiouishmen!, a member of this ause, one 

of the guardians of the publie pur-e, aml ong too who 
profemes te watch oser the public expendilare with. mare 

@han ap ordinary degree of yalousy-and apxijaty, secki 

an opportonity, not during the recess of Parliament, but 

in the middie of a scssion; sot i this Howse, but.at a 

pablic meeting, staling,-that he could poiat eut a plan 

y which eleven millions a year might be saved ty dhe 
eouatry, that astonishment was, 1 possible, increased, 
when I saw the honourable gentleman attending, day 
after day, in his place hete, without .giving the House 
any intimation of the means by which this moet desirable 
object might be effected. ‘Ihe honourable gentleman.could 
not be ignorant, that, on the one hand, such a declaration 

‘was calculated to make a-strong impression out of doars ; 

that from the character of the-meeting at which it was 

made, it would be disseminated dhrongh the public with a 

mischiévous activity; and on the other, that it was only 

‘In this [Rowse that the plan could be discussed with a view 

to any beneficial result, er that amy .practical measure 

gould be taken for attaining its professed object: and yet, 

Sir, the honourable gentleman has just: informed us, that 

it was not his intention to have brought forward aay part 

of this notable scheme. ta the present session. ina tone, 
almost of anger and complaint, he tells you, thet he has 
been gdaded and challengéd by the - frequent calls made 
upon him here; that yielding. to such importunity, aod 
not to any sense of his public duty, he, on this last day 
of the session, condescends te point out the means of re- 
lieving the public from the pressure of the property tax. 

What, Sir, is the light in which the honourable gentle- 

man places his own conduct by’ his statément of this 

¢vening? Some.two mouths ago he had ascertained, to 
the cnure satisfaction, I presume, of his own mind, that 
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a tax producivg upwards of eleven millions a year could 
“be taken off wilhont any dettintent to the patblic servite; 
“he had, ‘at that time, so completely matured the measures 
‘of reform by! which this saving: vould be effected, as pub- 
ficly to’ revord tris -optatons and to-night he tells yeu 
that ‘it never was his intention, in this session, te follow 
‘up that opinton by: any proposition i this. House! - In 
‘the view of: the Aonourable sentieman, then, the saving of 
eleven mititons ts 9 *natter of such litle moment, that the 
" gheans of enacting 'it beive detivered by bim-in the middie 
‘of one session, consists, with his:sense of. public duty, 
to postpone the application of those: means till the next. 
But ft atso ‘consists with this same ‘sense of duty, in-the 
tind of ‘the honourable gentleman, to send forth the 
assertion to: thc ‘public, under such: citoutistances, and 
coupled with: sich sentithents, as appeared to the mect- 

' ing, ‘Wwhere'it was Gfxst wttered, best caloulkted to create 
an impression, that the blame of the continaance of ibis 
tax is solely to be ‘ascribel to: the corruption of this 
House. The blame, if-btame there be, of-not having in. 


' vestigated the honourable gentleman's plan of econo 


in this session must fall entirely upon himself. The mise 
chief, likewise, if mischief ensue, from his indiscreet age 
kertions, must be-laid-entirely at his door. The delusion 
arid the disappointment are equally of his ewn-creating. 
That the honourable geritieman’s plan will end in-the dis- 
appointment of ‘those -who gave credit to his assertions, 


' must, I think, be ébvious to every member -of this House, 


who fins listened to the details brought forward by the 
honourable ‘gentleman. I shail not attempt te follow 
him through all these details. If, indeed, they had been - 
supported by any thing like reasoning er proof, ‘l might 
Have found it necessary to trespass upon the indulgence of 
the House, with such statements as the argumenis of the 
honourable gentleman: might- have eppeared to me to re- 
quire? ‘but when ‘the honourable gentleman brings fore 
ward nothing but a string of bare assertions, it would be 
a waste of time to meet-them in detail by other assertions 
of an opposite nature. Indeed, Sir, from the manner in 
which the hon. getitléman treats this subject, ]‘amm at a‘loss 
to understand why be should confine his savings to elven 
millions. With the ‘same facility, and -by‘the same pro. 
cess, he might produce a saving of twenty’s ‘and |certaiily 
-¢here are other reformers, out of ‘doors, : with a degree of 
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self-confidence, equel to that of ihe honeasable gentle- 
man, whodo not. scruple te tell the pablic that twenty’ 
suillions, might be seved without any detriment to the 
public service. ‘Theis agsestiqns, | nake no dealt, are 
made with the same sincerity, proghimed with<he same 
patriotic views, and caloulated to produce tbe seme bee 
neficial purposes as those ef the honnermbis gratietsan. 
He, however, is only bound .by the minor pledge: but- 
having been the first to start, his anxiety te-raleem that 
pledge, may, perhaps, have been quickened, this even- 
ing, by the bolder strides of those whe hase siuee Sotlewed 
hin ia this mighty carcer. Leg 
The first idea of this saviag appears to beve-en gyesied 
itself to the hanoyrable gentleman's mind in consequence 
of a discovery he made in the spnual.aceounts, tbat the 
total expenditure of Great Britain, in the-yoar endite the 
5th of January, 1808, was seveaty-ene millions, end shat 
in the year ending the 5th of January, 1809, it was se- - 
veniy-pvipe millions. The honourable geuUleman finds en 
increase of charge fo the amount of cight millions, aad the 
weceseary and natural iaference is, that a savieg of eleven ° 
may be made .Having come to this-irresistible-conchi- | 
sion, the honourable gentleraan hasteas to publieh his dis- 
covery at the Crown aad Anchor, and hes since laboered - 
to make up an accoyat, shewing the raeens by whieh this - 
saving may be effected. Before 1. proceed lo say-2 fw 
words on those means, 1 will endeavour te state’ very 
shortly to the House the priacipal causes of the increased - 
expense jo the year 1809, compared.with the preceding 
year. This part of the cape might have embarrase:! the 
honourable gentleman’s calculation-aad he therefore vere 
discreetly appearg io have concluded it altogether from 
his account. In the firet place there is the angmenta- 
tion to the charge of the public debt,. o¢casioned.by the 
loan of (he year, amouuting to abeut 800,000/. in ife 
navy an increased expense of 1,500,0C01. owiag princi- 
pally to the ipcreased price of naval stores.’ In the army, 
an increase to (he same amount, owing to the augmenta- 
* tion of our regular force, and to our haying had 2 prent 
roportion of that force employed in active operations in 
in and Portugal. There is also 1,500,00(. in arreay 
af debt due by the public to the East India company, for 
gervices performed. by them iu former years; and about 
$,000,000/. of pecuniary aid to our: allies, of whic 


$ 
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1,200,000/. : was: seht fo the King ‘of Sweden, under thé 
sanction of Parliament, and the remainder to aid the pa- 
tnetic efferta of ihe Spaniatds, with the concurrence and 
approbation of every man in the kingdom. I must leave 
to the House and: to the public to judge, whether any of 


these branches of expenditure codld hive beeh abridged; 


consistent with justice or sdund policy ; and will now pro- 
éeed tothe plan of the honourable gentleman.) | 
‘His first proposal was to disband the two regiments of 


life. guards. ‘They are represented by the honourable 


a to -be totally unnecessary; but I think when 
the House considers not only that these corps are connected . 
with the splendour of the throne, and aré called upon to 
attend upon te sovercign whenever he visits any public 
place ia the metropolis, but that their services are required . 
on ail ocoasioris of public ceremony, and are essential for 
the preservation of public tranquillity and good order, they 
will not be disposed to allow the honoarable gentleman 
to take ctedit for this proposed saving. Indeed it must be 
obvious.that if these two corps were reduced, otuer corps 
of cavalry, at least to the same extent, would bo requisite 
for the service and police of London, and the utmost sav- 
ing, therefore, that could be effected by the sacrifice of 
the other considerations to which [ have referred, would 
be, the paltry difference between the pay of the tife guards 


- and that of cavalry of the line. The next saving is of a 


More extensive and sweeping nature. The honourable 
gentleman proposes to reduce the cavalry at once to fifteen 
thousand men. Unquestionably, Sir, if fifteen thousand 
men be a sufficient body of cavairy for this country to 


‘maintain, all above. that number should be reduced : bat 


the honourable gentleman assuntes the fact; and, if we 
are prepared, upon the mete ipse dirit of that howourable 
gentleman, to dishand nearly one-half of our cavalry, the 
saving must follow as a matter of course. “This is no 
wonderful discevery. But is the House prepared to act 
upoa the bare assertion of the lténoarable gentleman, and 
to alluw his authority upon this great military question, 
unsupporicd by any: statement or argument whatever, un<« *’ 
accompanied with any comparative view of the propor. 
tion which the cavalry of an ariny like oaf% ought to beat 
to its infaniry, to outweigh the opinions of all the great 
military characters who bave been constituted wpon'‘thig’” - 
subject, and the judgment of the House itsdf? Lodogd): - 
You. I11,—1809. § 6 
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Sir, the time which the honourable gentleman. haa choaga 
for proposing this reduction is somewhat singular. Ta is 
precisely ata moment when a considerable proportion of 
our cavalry is distinguishing itself upen foreign servtoe, 
when we are called upon, from all quarters, to send. e 
much larger corps to co-apcrate with our allies, and wher 
our decisive superiority in this description of force hag 
recently becn so strongly marked and acknowledged by 
our own gencrals, and felt by oug enemies. This is the 
period of the war which the honourable genileman selects 
in order to bring forward a proposal to get rid of-nearly 
one-half of the cavalry. CO 
To the foreign corps, his next head of retrenchment, he 
shews still less of his indulgence. They maug{ be swept 
away altogether. He has talked of them ag a descripti 
of mcn not to be tolerated, whose existence ag.a millfary 
corps is a disgrace to the country, and whose condygt an 
service has shewn them to be destitute both of fidelity and 
courage. In this gencral description I can by ag means 
concur—such charges appear to me as contrary to rec 
facts as they are cruel and illiberal tawayds that meritori- 
ous class of men, who;from feelings of loyalty and fidelity 
qbove all praisc, have been the victims, for hese last sixe 
teen years, of that dreadful Revolution which began hy 
their ruin, and bas now nearly effected the ruin of the 
civilized warld. That some trifling instances of miscan- 
duct may have occurred in the emigrant corps, as they 
do in all other corps—that some of them were recruited. 
methods which I never did approve of, are facts whi 
1 am not prepared to deny ; but these instances have heen 
artfully and grossly exaggerated, whilst their deeds of 
gallantry and heroism are kept out ofaight. I will not 
detain the House by recalling them at present ; but if the 
honourable gentleman is at a loss for one instance, Jet him 
look at the seige of Ypres by the French in the last war, 
when an emigrant regiment sallied forth, with a anirit 
never excelled , tucut its way through the besieging army, 
an attempt which excited the admiration and surprize of 
» the British and Austrian commanders, when the few, who 
had survived the desperate enterprize, joined the allied 
forces. But, Sir, what is the description of foreign corps 
which we now possess, and which the hunourable gentle- 
» man is so anxious to dismiss ignominiously frow our ser» 
vice? They cgnsist of mea, bora subjects of and owing 
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allerlarce to the same soverei¢n with ourselves—of men 
‘who, wheti driven from Hanover by the unprovoked ag- 
ton of the enemy, sought an asylum in this country. 

‘hat course on that occasion would the honourable gens 


. Heiman have taken? Would he have tépeltedd them from 


our shores ?—- World he have advise: his and their so- 
‘vereitn to have shut his ports, and refused his protection 
ty men who had sach strong claims to that protection? 
Would he have driven them, in despair, into the ranks of 
the enemy, or would he now send them back to Hanover, 
in‘ otte? that & conscription ‘may force them into thiose 
ranks? Had such been onr poticy, the chance of war might 
értitps have brought them into this country as prison- 
ers! and instend of paying them fo fight our battles, we 
might now have had té maintain (hem, at ncarly the same — 
Sxpetse, witxert in our prisons with the inveterate enemies 
Of this country. {8 this the onty footing upon which the 
‘konoarable gentleman would have been willing to have 
given them an asylum ?—To the loose general charge the 


honourable gentleman has thrown out against them of mis- 
_ ‘eénduct inthe field, I.can' only oppose the authority of 


‘the Britisly genctals, under whom they served in Zeatand 
and on the Peninsula, and, 1 tryst, their favourable testi- 
mony will have as mach weight with the House as the 
wnsup ported assertion of the honourable gentleman. After 
all; the Howse mast recollect, that if we disband and send 
home these 20,000 foreigners, this diminution in our army 
must be made up by an equal number of Englishmen, to 
be raised at a much greater, and maintained at an equat — 
expense ; so that this discovery of the honourable gentle. 
‘man would effect no saving, unless he could also persuade , 
the House and the country, that onr regular force, which 
it has been the uniform endeavours of the House to aug- 
ment, could undergo a reduction of 20,000 men without 
any imeonvenience. : 

@n the subject of the local militia T shall not dctain the, 
House by any detail. The honourable gentteman hag 
called it the most profligate of all establishments; I sball  . 
only say that it is an establishment catted fur by the voice * 
of the country, and by the sense of this House; that it is 
the description of force which, from its nature and com- 
position, scems of all others, the least calculated to increase 

atronage, and to afford scope for prowigate establish ments’; 
that the honourable gentlemen, with bis view of the sub- 
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ject, should have opposed. the- measure iteolf, wheniit was 
under the consideration of Parliament; a -coared which I 
do not recollect him to have taken. But when ParRament 
has directed this foree to be provided, the exewutive pd- 
vernincnt would be grossly remiss if 1¢ neglected ‘to carey 
the lawinto execution; and I am sure thet it weeld be 
impossible to raise, embody, and officer, so late a'force, 
without incurring the full amount of expense granted: by 
Parliament for this purpose. So long, therefore, ‘as Utis 
force iy maintained npon ite prescat footing, the hogont- 
able gentleman eannot expect any saving tobe effcoted :- 

J shail not (olluw the houograble gentleman throagt-the 
details of all the other savings whick he bas pri , 
because the [lousc must have perceived that they all vost 
upon the same foundation—the mere assertions of tte:ho- 
nourable gentleman, that such and such edtablisemedte ate 
useless, that such and such reductions inay be effested. 
To such assertions so' supported, or ruther oo totaly un- 
qipported, it is unnecessary for me to oppose any ting 
more than counter asacrtions ; though I cannot help ob- 
serving that all the services to which he has objeofad:are 
annually brought noder the consideration of Parhaniernl ; 
that provision is annually made for their support by the 


_yotes of this House; and that it is too mueh fer the ho- 


nourable genticman to expect that a mere devlaration 
from him that such services ate useless should be alt the _ 
proof that Parliament would require on the sabjeet. In 

no instance ducs the honourable gentleman condeseend to 
explain either the principles of his retrenchment, orto 
give us any calculation by which he has ascertained the 
precise suns tobe saved. Thus, in adyerting to fortifiea- 
tions, he tells us that they are allogether uanccessary— 
that their present expense is 700,00C/. per annum, but 
that £0.),000/. would be sufficient, Can any thme be 


- more loose tn reasoning—more unsatisfactory in ile result? 


W hy not take credit tor the whole 700,000/. 7? As-all for- 
tification is useless, on what data is it that the honeurable 
gentleman finds that 200,000/. per annum is the precise 


. sum which ought to be appropriated to this unnecesstry 


ourpose ? Is not this trifling with the time tad goed sense 
of the House? How far a system of fortification ought te 
form a part of the defence of this kingdom, is one of the 
questions upon which military men and this House have 
been most divided in opinion ; but the honourable geullee 


gune19.] +. > @UBLIC-ROONOMY. « -. 741 
aun -feald no difiguliy in;deciding .upan- it... In-his view, 
all fortifications are useless ¢ -bat as 500,6002. wilk answer 
“his: pomptse, bo ic generally: pleaacd: to allow us 700,00f/. 
fer he amusement of those who-araefa diferentbapiaion. 
dn. thenrticle:of apmy clethiog the: henoatrable gentleman 
-alovlaies upog asaving of 270,0002.. per annum. ‘This 
_is.a.dewaright fallacy. The great coats for the anny, and 
vail ihe clotbieg provided by .zavernment, whether fur 
-our:.awn ferees, or for those.of our allies,.are procarcal 
by. public competition, and as this is the very mode by 
which: the honouyable. gentleman proposes to effuct Iris say- 
-.ing,-t..i9: obvious that ao further abatement can be looked 
Soruped these sapplies. As io the:clothing which every 


-.coltacl tumishes io his.awn regimant, government las no 


apn in-it. , The.ef-rechonings. out-of which the-regi- 
- mont-ig. dolhedy axp,.as it is. well knewn,: an allowance 
of.a very old standing,.mode to the colonel for this pur- 
. poseyand whiclanotwitlstanding Ahe tise of every article, 
--haainel been augmgenta). ‘he interference of government 


. goes-mo fasther than.to.take caxe that the regimentis cloth- 


.aliacearding to the regulations of the anny.—The mode 


, and dermsiof. purchase.are left altogether to the colonel, 


_ andthe diflerence bet@een. ibe price paid by him, and the 


a . 


off-xeckonings .allowed by government, . constitutes : the 
chief profit of the regiment. _If, under. these.circumstan- 
cen, the general officers of the army, who ate colonels of 
yegimenta, pry for their own clothing, as the honoarmble 

ntlema~n. states, mere than is allowed by government to 
ita contractors, it proves a.liberaf attention on their part 


. ta the cemfart of their men, and on the part of governs 


sient that cvaty possible eounomy is. practised ; for in this 
head of expenditure the honoumble gentleman’s grievance 
is, that. government is served cheaper than the individaunl. 


- In the whole statement, the honaurable centieman appears 
‘to proceed on the principle that the large establishments 


C 


weare obliged.to maintain, for the purpose of securify and 
defence, as this House atid the country have hitherto fool- 


. jsahly ocnccived, have no such object; but that the real 


object of them is in order to create a large expense. Tinis 
is the discovery- which it was reserved for the honour- 


_ able gentleman io make. ‘The honourable gentleman ar- 
_ gues as if the order of proceeding in this House was 


his—HPirgt, to resolve to wake our expenditure -as larve 
Ap onsible,-and then to frane ovr-establishments accor. 
ingly. Hitherto, Sir, we have been taught to believe that 
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oar estallishments were regulated according to the exis 
gencies of the country, and that the grants of this House 
were governed by such establishments. But this view of 
- the subject would not suit the honourable gentleman's 
perpose ; and, in the whole of his argament, he has ase 
gamed that our present establishments were not necessary 
for any other purpose than that of adding to out expense, 
He has argued as if we were all agreed on this point, and 
as if the only diiference of opinion woutd be whether they 
should or should not be kept up, for the sake of keeping 
up that expense. It is unnecessary, therefore, till we have 
scitled this principle, to follow him into nny further dé- 
toil :—there is, however, one remaining point, on which 
fecl it necessary to correct, a wisrepresentation of the ho- 
nourble gentleman. He stated the establishment of the 
commissariat department in Ircland to amoant to no less:a 
sum than 95,000. whilst the whole expenditate was only 
935,000/. ‘The honowrable gentieman, with an air of ttt+ 
umpb asked of the House to consider what must be the 
character of such a dvpartment, in which 95,000/. was:nes 
ecssary in an establishment, in order to manage ah expen 
diture of 235,0. 01. Now, Sir, the honourable gen{icmaa 
must kuowy (bat the whole expence of this depariment, sq 
far as relates to what is generally described under the head 
of establishment, such as salaries, allowances, office ten 
coals, and candles, &c. does not exceed 20,0002. ; anc 
that ia the cstimate from which he has taken his statement 
is included a corps of waggoners, amounting te 1050 horses, 
with their drivers, &c. necessary in freland for the delivery 
of the supplies to the troops both in quarters.and in camp, 
the contractors there not undertaking for the deliveries, 
as is the case in this country. In this respect, therefore, 
the statement of the honourable gentleman was calculated 
to convey an anfounded impression, and a false charge, 
which I have thought it necessary to set right. 

Although I have now trespassed on the attention of the 
Tlouse much longer than [ intended, by the observations £ 
have thought it right to make on the honourable gentle- 
man’s statement with respect to the public expenditure, 
1 must request their indulgence for a few remarks, which 
I find it necessary to make on the animadversions which 
he has made on the collection of the revenue. tte gocs 
firet into the post-office, and having ascertained that in 
Mr. Palmer's time this service was performed at an cx- 
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perse af 200,000/. per ann. and.that it now costs 400,000/. 
e Immediately, infers that ahyses exist..to the amount af 
200,0007. and that this sam.might be saved to the public, 
Now, Sir, | will take upon myself to assert, that if thix 
subject is inquired into, in the most migute detail, the 
House will be satisfied that no increase ef expense has 
been incurred in this department which, was not absolutely 
necessary for the publig seryice, or conducive to the im 
provement and iucrease of this branch of the revenue 
I'he House must he aware, that in this department, as 
well as in others, it has been found absolutely necessary 
to aygment the salaries of the clerks and subordinate 
@flicers, who, [ am sure,, are not now overpaid. Where 
the numbers employed are. necessarily very large, as in 
the post-office, including all the postmasters, letter-carriers, 
&c. in the kingdom, an augmentation, hawever small ta 
each persou,. amQupts tq a very considerable sum upon 
the whole., Whatever other augmentation of cxpense 
has been incurred, arises either from the iscreaged accom- 
modation which hag heen affoyded to the trade, aud to 
every part af the community, by opening new lines of : 
cammunication, establishing new post-affices, by a daily 
delivery af letters to places where they were formerly con- 
veyed only every other day, or twice a week, and very 
much by the increased establishment and expense of 
packets fer maintaining gn intercourse witb distant coun- 


. tries, and for the encouragement of our foreign commerce. 


But, in making these improvements, I can assure the . 
House, that the post-office, though at all times justly anx- 
ious to contribute {o the comfort and conyenience of the 
community, and particularly of the commercial class, 
does not lose sight of the interests of the revenue; and 
that there is scarcely one of them which does nut amply 
compensate for the increased expense ; so that the addition 
which has been made to the public charge in this respect, 
ifexamined merely as a revenue consideration, ls money 
well laid out, and productive of a very large sum to the 
public income. , 

In the cusioms, the honourable gentleman has stated. 
one instance of what he conceives to be a most flagrant 
abuse, and he called upon the House to take itas a speci- 
men of what he conceives to be the whole system ef the 
department. This ins‘ance is the appointment of three 
hew guryeyors gencral, making icn in the whole, ata lime 
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when the original namber of seven ought, in the jede- 
ment of the honourable gentleman, to have been diminish- 
ed, in consequence of the new docks; why, Sir, it is on 
account of these new docks that this addition became ne- 
cessary, one for cach of the three great establishments, 
West India, London, and East India docks. I will not 
trouble the House with details on this subject, but shall 
‘content myself with stating, in the presence of members 
‘of this House, whose mercantile knowledge I am sure will 
‘enable them to confirm that statement, that so far from 
there being any snperfluous officers in the customs, the 
treasnry is constantly applicd to by the trade of this and 
all the principal ports for an increase of the establishment. 
We have constantly representatiens before us, that busi- 
ness is retarded from the want of a sufficient number of 
custom-house officers.- The board of customs is constantly 
assailed with complaints of a like nature; and it is always 
‘slowly, reluctanily, and not till they are most fully im- 
pressed with the necessity of the case, that they recom- 
‘mend any addition; and the treasury never makes any 
such additions without their recommendation. So much, 
Sir, for superfluous establishments in (bis branch of the 
“revenue, in which I need not remind the House, and all 
sinecure offices, and places executed by the deputy, were 
abolished by Mr. Pitt. 

In the stamps, however, the honourable gentleman has 
‘discovered an expenditure of 130,0002. whilst, in bis opi- 
nion, the management and collection of that revenue 
‘ought not to cost more than 90,0004. Nothing but the 
most complefe ignorance on this subject can excuse such 
an exertion on the part of the honourable gentleman. The 
revenue of stamps amounts at present to near 5,000,0001. 
The use of them is become necessary in almost all the 
transactions of life; and consequently distributors are re- 
quired in every part of the kingdom. In the course of 
last year, the treasury directed the poundage allowed to 
‘those distributors fo be reduced one-fourth ; but we have 
since been obliged to suspend the order, upon finding that 
persons coald not be procured to take upon themselves the 
trouble and responsibility of thedistribution at that reduced 
rate; and that much more would have been lost to the 
public by a diminished sale than would have been gained 
by the reduction. The House, besides, must be aware, - 
that when titles to property arc invalidated, if the proper 
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. stamps are not used, when every ‘spécies ‘of security is’ 
. matie to depend upon them, and when to all this, heavy 


penalties are superadded, to compel the use of stamps, and 
for the protection of the revenue, it becomes the duty of 
the government to place them within the reaeh of the com- 


. sumér; and that therefore, independently of revenue con- 
- sidevations, we are called apon not to abridge the means 
. of ‘distribution. ‘With respect te the establishment -in 


London, so far from its being excessive or overpaid, there 
is no department in which the salaries in general are so - 
low, as gentlemen will see, when I state to them, that not 


- a month ago, upon a clerk’s situation becoming vacant, 


the commissioners applied to the treasury to appeint a suce 


. cessor, stating the:salary was 50/. per annum, and that the 
' office required constant attendance, and: every qualifica- 


tion that can be required from an efficient clerk; and was 
moreover'a situation of great trust. How were. the trea- 
sury to find dut'a fit petson for such a temuseration ? who 
would accept the appointment ? All the other salaries are 
neavly’in the same proportion, and IT have no scruple to - 


. say, that not‘only jastice to individuals, but tothe public 


interest; requires that they should be raised, if the. pablic 


-expect efficiency and fidelity in the persons employed. 
. The honourable gentleman must therefore be prepared for: 


andegmentation of charge in this department. SO, 
With respect to the collection of the land and assessed 


‘taxes, the honourable gentleman is’ not ‘more fortenate 
-in his observations: ‘The poundage allowed to the re- 


ceivers has been reduced one-fourth by the present trea- 
sury ; and, with respect to the balances:in their hands, 


’ they are limited to 6,500/. for each receiver; a sam con- 


sidered to be necessary to enable them: te meet the de- 
mands to which they are liable for the public: service, 
under the authority of acts of Parliament: so that their 
profits will not be found to: be: more than adequate to the 
trouble, and especially. to the responsibility of thoir site: 
tions as public accountants ; to the risk to winch they: ate 
exposed, and the immense securities they.are requited to 


give tothe public. With respect (o the balances.in the 


hands of the parochial collectors, stated by the henouet- 
able gentleman to amount to 580,000%. is he not aware 


_ that these collectors are not servants of the public, aorunder 


any‘controul of the treasury, but appointed by the'dis- 
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trict commissioners ? These balances are probably arrears 

due by the respective parishes on their several assessments. 

In some instance. a delay of payment is unavoidable, 

unless ihe cominissioners, in whom is vested the 

. enfurcing it, should resort to measures of exireme se- 

. verity; but as government cannot interfere with the col- 
lecters, in no casc cam these arrears be ascribed to the neg- 
ligenoe of office ; and, with respect to the commissioners, 
they are certainly entitled rather to our thanks for their 
gratuitous servicesand zeal, iv aid of the efficient cellection 
of the taxes, than to censure for occasional indulgence te 
parties who, froma temporary pressure, may be somewhat 
An aftear. 

The honourable gentleman has correctly stated, from 
the annual printed account, that the total charge for the 
cellectiga and management of the revenue is 2,800, ov0l. ; 
but according to what calculation he assames that 
J,v00,000/. might be saved in this charge I am at a loss 
to conjecture. It is true that the honourable gentieman 
states that the revenue might be collected at the rate of 
three per cent. instead of 4/. 12s. 9d. the present rate. 
Here again we have nothing but the bare assertion of the 
honourable genileman. Just as well might we have sail 
two per cent. or even any lower rale; in point of reason, 
one assertion is as good as the other—and for any purpose 
ef impression out of doors (for I cannot believe such a move 
of argument. will have any weight here), that assertion 
which promises the largest saving would probably best 

. serve the honourable gentleman’s views of reform. The 
-honourable gentleman bas discovered, however, that in 
Scotland the rate of management and collection is 
higher than in England ; and he at once concludes that 
the difference grows out of some abuse. In this he 
betrays his total ignorance. of the subject. How can he 
euppose, that in one part of the country, poor aad thinly 
peopled, a small revenue can be collected at the same 
yate as @ much larger sum is in another part of the 
country, of a totally different description? Does the ho- 
nourable gentleman suppose that the revenue of a Welsh 
county or a Highland district, far instance, is collected 
-at the same rate as that of Middlesex? 

I cannot qait this part of the subject without observiag 
that the honourable gentleman appvars altogether to for- 
_get, that, this sum of 2,800,000/., slated to be the charse 
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| for the management of the revenue, includes many ser- 
vices and expenses which do not belong property to flie 
— mere collection of the taxes.‘ For instance, the wholé 
_establishment and expense of the post-office, which in one 
View onght to he consider? rather as an undertaking of 
the first importance to the comforts and interest of every 
_ lass of society, paid for by every man in proportion to 
the ue and advantages he derives from it, and leaving & 
profit tothe state by which it is carrietl on, than as a mere 
tax; with which, as such, we have nothing to do but: 
to impo-e and Jevy it at the chea; est rate we can. Inthe 
onstems, too, a great part of the establishment is framed, 
. and of : he expense incarred, not so mach for the collec- 
tion of revenue os for the enforcement of onr naviga- 
tion laws, aud of the system of our colonial trade. This’ 
is particalarly the case tn all our foreign settlements, and — 
in some degree at home. All the ontgoings.in this depart- 
went, therefore, are not to be charged to the expense of 
collecjing daties under its management. 
_- Inthe course of bis statement the honourable gentle- 
man has found himself called upon twice to compliment 
the system of economy-of the late ministers. A’ compas 
yison of the expendiiure of the army, during the year 
they were in office with that of the last year, afforded him 
the first opportunity. In making this comparison, how- 
ever, the honourable gentleman forgot to state, that with 
the increase of expense, the total number of the army 
had also proportionably increased, and that the amount 
of force employed on foreign scrvice was much gretter;*. 
so that whatever might be the merit of economy tn a pre- 
ceding adininistration, the prescnt one is not to be blamed 
as wanting in this respect, unless it can be shewn that it 
was unwise to augment our regular army, and impolitic 
to employ a constderahle part of it in active operations 
against the enemy. The other instances, however, the 
Hononrable gentleman thinks conclusive. ‘During the 
_ reign Of these economical ministers, he says the charge of 
management and collection was only 4/. 8s. per cent. and 
it is now 42. 195. 9d. an increase in the charge of collec. 
tion to the amount of Yoo,000/. brought on by the profusion 
of the present government. If the honourable gentleman 
lad been better informed on this subjcet, he would bave 
Keen obliged to admit that this increase of charge was 
owing to very different causcs. When the present board 
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of treasury came into office they found among other 
legacies lefi to them by their predecessors, a very detailed 
report from the board of excise of the whole of their estab- 
lmhment. By this document it appeared that the salaries 
of the excise officers had not been raised for a great num- 
ber of years, and that they were then totally inadequate to 
their support. The commissioners of excise represented, 
in the most forcible terms, the absolute necessity of in- 
creasing these salaries, as the only means of securing the 
revenue, by placing the officers above corruption ; ard 
that, if the augmentation was any longer delayed, a ge- 
neral system of laxity, and a dependance on the parties 
whom they were appointed to survey, for loans of money, 
or assistance of some description, would be the inevitable 
result. With this representation, in which the commis- 
sioners who made it bad no personal interest, as their sa- 
laries were not raised—with the example of Ireland, of 
which:we have heard so much lately, before our eyes, 
with a revenue of 20 millions, and a system of collection, 
hitherto remarkable for its regularity and purity, at stake, 
and with such a forcible appeal from the officers them-. 
selves to the justice of the treasury, could we hesitate in 
acceding to the proposed augmentation of their salaries ? 
It was granted, and though, upon an average, it did not- 
exceed 15/. to each officer, the aggregate increase of charge 
was considerably more than 1o00,000!. a year. 

Another great, but unavoidable augmentation in the 
charge of collection, arises from the abolitiou of fees in 
the customs. ‘To the officers who have hitherto received 
their remuneration in this shape, fixed salaries are now 
allotted, payable out of the revenue. ‘The apparent in- 
crease of charge arising from this alteration is very con- 
siderable, which, in point of fact, the officers receive less 
now than they did before; and though this is-not an op- 

rtunity for going at large into the subject, I have no 

esitation in stating to the House, that both the revenue’ 
and the public’ have received great benefit and accom~ 
modation from this salutary regulation. . 

These two circumstances of an increase of salary to 
the officers of excise, and of the abolition of fees in the 
customs, would alone account for an augmentation of 
charge exceeding .200,000/. per annum; and if the ins 
crease of charge upon the whole collection is not more 
eonsiderable within these. |gat’ two years, it is owing te 
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reforms and retrenchments which have been made in 
ather branches, such as the reduction of poundage in ther 
otlce of taxes, and the abolition of certain offices in the 
customs and other branches, the continuance of which 
was found to be unnecessary. Two other savings which 
the honourable gentleman has proposed, remain to be 
shortly noticed. The first is of a very singular descrip 
tion, nothing less than the abolition of the board of au- 
ditors, and all commissions for examining and stating the 
public accounts of the kingdom. ‘The honourable gen- 
tleman proposes that.this service should be performed by 
Committees of this House. Extravagant as this idea 
must appear, I cannot give the honourable gentle-- 
man credit for being the first to suggest it. I have seen 


. it brought forward elsewhere, but as it appeared to me,..: 


not so much with a view to any practical result as with a 

design, in which I am sure the honourable gentleman does - 
not partake, of calumniating this House. In the hands 
of others it has been used as a pretence for vilifying the 
members of this Elonse, for accusing them of indifference 
to the public expenditure, and of neglect of duty, as the 

trustees of the people, for not looking info their accounts. 

Such imputations, for aught I know, may answer the 

purposes of those who are aiming at reform, by working 
upon the passions of the people, and‘ the prejudices of 
the ignorant; but I am convinced that there is not one 

gentleman in this House, or one yational man in the coune. 
try, the honourable gentleman excepted, who can be of 
opinion that the public accounts can be effectually exe 

amined by Committees of this House. The necessary du- 
ties which are already imposed upon members of Parliae. 
ment, both in the House and im its Committees, are of 
themselves sufficient ta occupy their time.. But 1 do not 

Test my. objection upon this. The examination of long, 
complicated, and intricate accounts, ‘invalving questions, 
respecting the rates of exchange, the value of foreign 
money, and a thousand other dillicult points, is, in iteelf, 
a science requiring the uninterrupted attention of the 
auditors, and of able accountan's, and experienced 
clerks-under them. Could we expect these qualifications 
and this assiduity in Committees of this House ?—Could 
Commitices examine parties and witnesses upon oath, and 
carry on a most extensive correspondence with them inal 
quarters of the world ?—This examination of accaunts.is, 


f 
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of all oifters, the service which e fluctuating body of men 
weald be least competent to carry on. Farther—coutd 
members of this Honse be divested of alt party-feeling, be 
maecessible to all canvas and solicitation 7?— 
for snch, Sir, ought to be, and f believe is, the chrrac- 
ter and situation of an aucitor.—In his farctions therc ts 
mach which partakes of Ure judicial eharacter, and bis 
official tenare is the same as that of the jadge’s. In short, 
Jam perfectly certain, that if the examimation of the pab- 
lic accounts was devolved to Committees of this: Hoose, 
they woutd cither endergo na examination at al? ;—or, if 
they were looked into, it would onty be such a formal 
examination as wonld afford a cover to frand, of occaston- 
ably, perhaps, an opportunity of «rosa injustice to parti- 
cuber ivxinals, who might be brought before us as ac- 
countants. The honourable gentleman has described the 
board of auditors as not discharging their duty. In this 
he is mistaken.- ‘The establishment of this board was 
greatly ‘enlarged by the late administration, and it ts 
whimsical enough that the hononrable gentleman shoatd 
almost in the saine breath praise them: for this exertion, 
by which the expense was more than doubled (not im- 
properly doubted), and prepose to abolish the establish- 
ment altogether. The fact is, that within these two years, 
a grent many of the accounts in arrear have been audited, 
and that there is reason to hope that the whole arrear may 
' be done away ina few years, by a continuance of the 
present establishment, sabject to such modifications as 
experience may suggest. The other saving the honour- 
able gentleman proposes to effect is, by doing away the 
whole of the charge now stated in the printed accounts, 
under the head of bounties, amounting to upwards of 
§00,000A per annum. From the manner in which they 
‘were noticed by the honourable gentleman, one wontd al- 
yaost conccive that he is disposed to represent these houn- 
ties as largesses or gratuities arbitrarily given, instead of 
being, as they réally arc, drawbacks and enconragements to 
our manafactutes, and sme of our most essential branches 
of national industry. There is not a shilling paid in this 
way, except under the express authority of some act of 
Parliament, or which could be withdrawn, without in- 
volving im ruin some important establishment, or some 
great national obpret. trys 
The amount of eur public taxes, and the mode of col- 
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. Jecfing them, having been brought under the consideva- 


tion of the House by the speech of the honourable gentle- 


_ man, [ trust I shall be excused for taking this opperig- ~ 
- , mity of stating my entire concurrence in the view taken of 


Our situation in this respect, ‘as stated by.a right honour- 
_ able, gentleman.(Mr. Windham) ia the coume of the pne- 
_ Sent session. I agree with him, that. great as is the amount 
apt our present taxes, it is certainly not greater, in propor- 
, tion to the means of the country to bear the burden, than 
An any. former war; whilst in every other espect our aie 
_tuation is infinitely more satisfactory. I am aware that 
, the sum levied annually upon the people of this country, 

is now three times as great as it was in the year 1793; 


and though this weight of taxation is severely felt by same 


, Classes, and especially by those who possess only unim- 

provable fixed incomes, a circymstaace greatly to be re- 
»gtetted, I maintain that, apon the whole, the present ge- 

neration of the people of England, considered as a natioa, 
, have more means of procuring to themselves the enjoy- 
_ ment of life than any of their predecessors; that, in point 
, of fact, we witness daily, in every part of the country, a 
. greater degree of luxury, and a greater share of comfort 
_ than at any former period; and that there. is no corner of 
the kingdom .in which, so far from there existing any 
_symptams of deterioration or decay, we have not seen, 


\within these last twenty. yeats, the most certain indica- - 


. tions of improvement; an improvement, however retarded 
,>by continued war and increasing burthens, still. pragyes- 


sive, and adding every year, more or less, to the stock of 


national wealth and public prosperity. The aqtua] sug , 


Jevied upon the people of this country, in proportion 

the population, is, I admit, greater than any other coun- 
try of Europe; but, notwithstanding this circumstance, 
lam fully convinced that there is no great nation .an the 


‘continept in which the taxes are so lightly felt, and col- 


lected with so little of oppression and vexation as in this 
country. This observation is drawn. from me, not. by 
any thing that has been said by the honaurable genile- 
man, but it is certainly not allogether foreign to the-su> 
Foot and will nat, I trust, be deemed misplaced by the 

ouse; 98 I perceive, that out of doors,. persons profas- 
sing to be the zealous co-operators of the honourable gen- 
Aleman ia schemes of Parliamentary .reform, are using 
every endeavour to inculcate a belicf that in France at 
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lenst the taxes are few and light, and collected in the 
most gentle and lenient manner. Are: those who wonld 
deinde and deceive the people of this country: by sack 
statements, aware that in France, in addition tothat most 
dreadful of all taxes and ail oppressions, the military 
" conscription, and to a thonsand other arbitrary and vex- 
atious exactions, personal and pecuniary, the land-tax 
alone frequently exceeds one-half of the rent-—that in 
France, taxes in arvear are levied by a process little short 
’ of military execution—by the quartering of soldiers upon 
the party until the arvear is discharged ? This is no ima- 
ginary picture; it is no other than a faithful description 
of what takes place under that rule of military despotism, 
and what would too soon be imitated, perhaps in this 
country, if those who were now most clamorons against 
our existing institutions contd persuade the people of 
* Engtand to adop! their plans of reform, and incar the 
risks and dangers of a revolution. . 
There is only one topic more on which I will trouble 
the House at prescnt. The honoutable gentleman has re- 
minded us of the declaration of a gallant admiral (Mark- 
. bam), a member of this Honse, that one-thitd of the whole 
expense of the navy might be saved without prejudice to 
the service. That expense is now nineteen millions, and 
tf the honourable gentleman,' upon the strength of this 
assertion, has taken credit for a third of this sum, it will 
certainly be of main assistance to him towards effecting 
his proposed saving of eleven millions. The assertion, I 
am afraid, was made in this House. Whether it was 
‘@rawn from the honourable admiral in a moment of irri- 
tation, and when he was off his guard, I cannot pretend 
to say; but I have no‘difficul‘y in declaring that it was 
‘a rash and inconsiderate assertion, and one which couhl 
wot be realized. Since it was made, that gallant admiral 
has been in office; he has not only been a lord of the ad- 
miralty, hut what is called the managing lord, a phrase 
fectly well understood at that board. In this-situation 

e must have been anxious, not only from every feeling 
“of duty to pis country, but from the most powerful per- 
gonal motivts, to make rood his assertion, and: to establish 
the truth and solidity of it, by his own practice and his 
‘own retrenchments. Further, he must have been goaded 
to it every day and almost every hour, by that econo- 
mical administration which has this night received the 
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“praise of the honourable gentleman, an administration 
adder whiph the rallant admiral served, and the eictttbars 

of which had, in'a maerner, made themactves parties to 
- ths pledge, net less by! their boasted professions, of . cco- 

romy, than ‘by the cheers of: approbation they gave to 
-. the original assertion. Well, Sic, what was done? .Were 
. the estimates ‘of the navy diminished ? Wasa the sum ze- 
- quired for-wages, for wear and dear, for victualling, tess 
: than under. the honoarable admiral’s predecessorf? «in 
' fact, was the expense. lessencd-at-all, or in any material 
>. @egree? It certainly was net, and the honourable admiral 

must have found his mistake. 1 would be prepostereus 
- to pretend, that in an expenditure of nineteen millions, 
: ‘there exist no abuecs at all; but |. maintain, that when 
* they are discelveved; they are correoted ; that there is no 
4 ‘wilful waste countenanced by the-heads of departments ; 
‘that there is as Thuch vigilance and as..much. anxiety 
' to keep down expense in the present admiralty as: there 
- ‘could be -during ‘the management of..the honowrable ad- 
" omiral ; emd-that many beneficial regulations have. lately 
‘-been made for this parpose; bat that no such saviag, 
‘"as was’ rashly~stated by him to, be practicable, can ,be 
‘Yeffected; and that the total expense caimot be materially, 
'<df. at all, diminished, ‘as long as the war compels us; to 
**keep up our navy to: its presemt establishment. So far, 
.“therefere, from the honourable gentieman’s'statoment hav- 
' ing derived any real sepport from the assertion of. the 
> wallantradmiral, I say. that be, as. (rmst the House and 
- the pudtic will, ought to take a warning from it,: to mis- 
“trust bis own ‘assertions ; and‘ that the mischievous. use 
‘which. has beert made of the gallant admiral’s statement 
"cand authority out of «toors, to. ercate discoment, ought 
to have been a‘iesson to the honourable gentigmangto 


hicsitate. before he came forward .here, or elsewhere, with | 


- gfttiilay ‘agsertions,: calculated not to alleviate -any seal 


“eyrégsare, but to add ‘to: the irritation of the public, not. 
‘tb iin prove our resources, but to-increase the difficul#es: 


‘ and‘hazards inseparable from a protracted war, of which 


-‘no: man: can foresee dlic’ issue, or deterMine the qu- 


ralten. | 


s ‘ rr 3 
’ * Mr. Ward denied the fact of the inspector of. canyas 
Being the person who supplied.it. He had formerly been. 


"* w deater:in canvas, ‘or. he woak! nat probably -haye Deen 2 
F ; . 


© You. HI—1809. =) 


Ol aycry 


. 


“ a i 
75k THE PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER. . . [came 
cufficient judge of the article to have been eppoiitied .in- 
spector, bet he did not mow doalimit. 2006 iss 

Mr. Paruell-—Before, Sir, | make reply the - 
-ments of the honourable member (Mr. bhue >, 1 feet 
myself called apon:to asseri, that a charge more uofebod- 

could not be made by one ‘member agiinst anether, 
than that which he has brought forward against tke ho- 
nourable member behind me, for making his-statement:gn 
the last day of the session. I appeal to every meniber tn 
the House, whether or aot the honeurable member was 
not compelled to de so; and whether it was: posstle fbr 
him after the threat that was held ever him foom. the-mo- 
ment at which he first expressed his opinion of the saving 
that might be made in the public expenditure, te it 
the session to close, without comiag down to the House 
and stating the grounds of that opinion. The honourable 
member has said, that the honourable mover has made a 
etatement of mere assertion, and that he could -just:as 
easily have proved a saving of a millicn as a saving of 
whenever he had said that he could save: the 

latter sum. This, Sir, I. positively deny; the statement 
. of the honourable member was replete with sound angu- 
. ment, supported by indisputable facta, and corsoborated 
by the best authorities ; nothing was edvanced im it which 
the honourable member did not most satisfactorély sustain, 
and it was very evident that, when the House heard this 
statement, a t degree of surprise was excited, in con- 
sequence of extent of proof which the henourable 
member was able to advance in support of his general 
opinion. In what the honourable member opposite has 
said, respecting the expenditure of the last year being 
greater than the expenditure of the preceding year by seven 
millions, he has altogether misrepresented the honourable 
member and me. He made no such absurd. posilien, as 
that of saving, that because the expenditure had increased 
seven millions, therefore a saving might be effected of 
eleven. He referred to this fact merely with a view of 
- ghewing that grounds existed for forming a presumption 
that a considerable saving might be effected, and that 
whatever he advanced in the detail might be borne ont. 
But how does the honourable member account for this in- 
creased expenditure? Ele says that a million and a half 
of it was paid to the Kast India Company, and to make 
out the reniainder, he says, that we are to consider the 
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reat.advance which has taken place in prices! Why, 
Sir, here it is that the argtimeit of the idiburable member 
‘welind:ina appears its full force.. ‘Why has so great an 
advance in price taken place? - Js it in consequence of any 
‘improvident- measurd of this House ? ’1, Sir, maintain that 
Sit island that if this House did fotm a true representative 
-bodyiof the people, giving full effect to the abilities of the 
country ,-no sich measure coulil have taken place as the 
-ordeds x ‘council,’ which is the immediate cause of this 
igrbat advance’ in: prices, and most particularly so on a 
nantidles forthe navy, the purchase of which forms 80 CUN- 


' -eidcrebée an item inthe public expenditure. Whien, Sir, © 


«Ff dome to consider the observations of the honourable 
- member upon the statement which lias been made to the 
. House, I-cannot avoid remarking how very superficially he 
‘hes-dwelt apon tbat part of it which relates to the army, 
‘It is in. this: department where, according to common 
reatest abuses prevail; and in the general 
‘manapement of which, a greater want of soand principles 
is generally conceived to exist than in any other depart- 
ment; and though the honoarable member behind me. 
has'made out items on which six millions, in his opinion, 


' might be saved, the honourable member opposite has con- 
- ‘fined bis observations to. two of them only, the foreign 


corps and fortifications. Is the House to conclude from 


‘this that the hononrable member is unable to meet arzu- 
_ ments amd ‘authorities advanced upon this general head ? 


I think, Sir, it has, in a great degree, a richt to do so; 
‘it has at least a riglt-to infer that the honourable member 
who has proposed this saving, bas not done so on the light 
‘grounds of mere assertion, imputed to him by the honour- 
able member. 
As to the foreign corps, any thing that has been said on 
_ this head was founded upon the opinions of the: most able 
railitary and constitutional authorities. The argument of 
the hononrable member, that 7oo,onol. the whole es- 
timate for fortifications, might as well be taken off as 
500,000/. is founded in a misconception of what was said 
on the subject. Five bandred thousand pounds was pro. 
to be taken off, of the principle that no new forti« 
fications should be built ; a principle which the honour. 
able member admits to be sanctioned by the highest 
authority, and it is intended to leave Yoo,ovo/. perannum 


to-maintain those which have been constructed in repuir, 


~ 
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Under the head of charges of management, the honour-_ 
able member has attempted to shew an error in calculae 
tion on the part of the honourable member behind me. 
le has denied that a dimintshed rafe of management of 
VU. 12s Gd. per cent. woald aflurd a saving of a million a- 
years and he seemed to rejoice extremely at the discovery 
which he had made. But the honourable member is hime 
self grossly in error.. Ile has calculated the saving upen 
the amount of the charges for management of 2,800,000¢, 
and not upon the amount: of the gross receipt of the re- © 
venue of 64,000,u00/. on which he ought to have calqus 
Jated it, and which calculation would have shews him that 
tla saving would exceed a million.. As to-what .the ho- 
nourable member has said of the impracticability of rep 
ducing the rate of the charges of collecting the reyenne 
Jower than it is now, I, Sir, can never accede to that 
Wocirine ;: to pay near three millions a year for the bpsic 
ness of cullection, is to pay a most cnormous sum, and a 
fact, thad on the face of it proves an alleration of system to 
be absolately necessary. ‘The whole of the excise revenue 
is collected at little more than. 2 per cent... Why, there- 
fore, 3-per cent, should be top low a rate upon the whole. 
Tevenuc, it is not easy to. uncerstand—unjess, tbat the 
other departments, being ef lpnger standiug, were nore 
encumbcred: with sinecure offices, pensions, and estab- 
lished habits of wasteful expenditure. In segard to 
the charge of collecting the revenue in Ireland, the ha- 
nourable member had said nothing. It wag proposed to 
reduce the rate from 112. 12s. 6d. per cent. to 4/. 12s. 6d. - 
the rate at which the English revenue is now collected, 
and this would effect a saving of .88,000/. No one, Sir, 
J believe, can deny that there exists goad ground for 
effecting this saving. Iam sure that I know of ao.rea- 
son, arising from local circumstances, why this rate of 
4l. 12s. 6d. should not be fully sufficient ; and if proper 
measures were adopted, I feel quite ceafident.that id woujd 
prove to be so. ‘The saving which had, been : pro 
to be made by taking’ away the bounties on promotigg 
and encouraging trade and manefactures, cannot be dis- 
puted by any one who forms bis opinion oa. the sabjeot, 
upon the established principles of ‘political economy ; 
and the honourable member -not having objected te the 
amount which bas been sct dewn, in consequence , of 
some of those bounties being rather of the nature of draw- - 
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Backs of duty, than direct bountics for the mere ‘encou- 
ragemeut of trade, as [ had in some part conceived them 
to be, there is good ground to infer that a saving to that 
amount may be effected. In speaking of the commission- 
ers for auditing the public accounts, and inquiring into ~ 
financial abuses, what the honourable member behind me 
said, has becn wholly misunderstood. Tle said that he 
found (hese several boards cost the public 80,o00/, per. 
annum, and that the progress made by them in auditing 
‘the accounts, and detecting abuses, was very slow and in- 
adequate fo such an expenditure, and that it would be 
better ta appoint select Committees of this House to do 
that business, having one board of auditors to transact 
the business of each curreut year. If I understood the 
honourable member correctly, he proposed this plan with 
a view of ascertaining, in the most expeditious manner, 
what part of the six or seven handred millions, that are 
now unaccounted for, is Lona fide due to the public, in 
prder that it might be recovered, before a long lapse of 
lime, or accidents, might intervene to deprive the public 
of all chance of recovering what was justly duc to them. 
At appears as if this work of passing such an imniense 
‘magnitude of accounts could never be performed under 
_the strict rules which bind the auditors, and therefore it 
is better to place the business in the hands of thuse who 
will be equally well calculated to do justice to the pubtic, 
and at ile same time possess great advantages in transact- 
ing the business with expedition. It is strange to att 
upon a sysfem, as one of economy, which at the outset, 
imposed on the public a new expense of 80,000/. per an- 
nuin. Itis, in fact, a system which will counteract any 
good that might be derived from it; and ove that is likely 
to end in adding. considerably to the burdens of the peo- 
ple, instead of producing the intended effect of diminish- 
ing them. The honourable member bas misunderstood 
what has been said in respéct to Newfoundland: it was 
not intended to take credit for a saving of a million on this 
head. The honourable member, who made the statement, 
has taken credit for 500,o00/. as a sum that. might be 
saved, if the British colonies were so managed, that each 
should defray nearly all the expense belonging to its own 
defence. Hestated the great value of the fisheries of Cape 
ton and Newfoundland, in order to shew, that if due 
attention was paid to them, the inhabitants of thosc co- 
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Jonies might be ennbled Ww defray all the ex penses‘of them, 
and ceases to be burthensome to this country. Now, Sir, 
‘as to the opinion which the honourable member behind me 
entertains respecting the military expenditure of Ireland, 
‘Yn this I most fully concur with him, and am desirous to 
“hear wih hin equal responsibility for the accuracy of it; 
for I defy any onc to shew thut this greatly increased ex- 
penditure, from 400,000/. in the American war to’ two 
millionsin 1799, and to near five millions in 1809, can he 
accounted for hy any other means than by the impdlitic 
resistance which is made to the constitutional claims of 
the people of Ireland. It is notorious to every one, that 
the object of that expenditure is in a great degree to kee 
the people in subjection, and that so large ati army woul 
not be wanting, if uo such object existed. J have theres 
fore a right to say, that if a wiser policy was adopted’ in 
governing Ireland, a great portion of this cayenditure 
might be saved, and an additional security obtained for 
the defence of the country, against invasion, in the hearts 
‘and affections of the whole people of Ireland, The people 
of this country are greatly mistaken, if they conceive (that 
this part of the public expenditure is of no concern to 
them. They pay of it, by the articles of the union, no lesa 
than 15 parts out of 17; and they should be more on theic 
guard, thercfore, how they lend thenielves fo the designs 
of those who creafe alarms by talking of the terrors of 
-popery. They should consider that they impose upon 
themselves a charge of no less than two millions a year by 
refusing to their Catholic fellow subjects their just and 
constitutional rights. 

I must here, Sir, remark upon another point on which 
the honourable member opposite has greatly mistaken the 
statement of the honourable member behind me. He has 
argued as if he took credit for a great saving to be effected 
in the naval department, in order to make out a total sav- 
ing of cleven millions. He has done no such thing. The 

~ savings which he has calculated upon are—in the army, 
6,18 z,000/.—Management of the revenue, 1,110,000/.— 
‘ Commissions of accounts and inquiry , 73,0007 —Pensions, 
300 ,000/.—Colonies, 500,000/.—Bounties, 150,000/. Al- 
' Jowance on management of debt, 2:0,(00/.—The military 
expenditure of Ireland, 2,C00,000/.—making 10,857,000/. 
The sayings which might be effected in the navy, depart. 
_ ments will amply make good what this sum wants of eleven 
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"taijlions ; and it will'also cover any errors that may have 
Been made in taking the sayings in the’ other, department 
‘go high as 10,857,000/. I liave felt it due, Sir, to the 
hotwvarable member behind me, to make these observae 
‘tions in explanation and support of what he hassaid. The 
“honourable member bas undertaken a task of great respon- 
“sibility,'and one attended with great, labour, with a view 
to promote a'public object—his exertions, and the man- 

- her ih which he has made out the grounds of his opinion 
“entitle hii to the thanks of this House and of the country ; 
and as I, Sir, think that the investigation which he has 
seC‘on foot into every branch of the public expenditure 
will be attended with the best possible effects, I have felt 
“it my duty’to giye what support it has lain in my power 

to give him. | _ ne 

_ ir. Rose said, that as to the bounties, fie could take 
‘Upon himself to’ say,’ that no considerable saving could 
“be made in this point. In fact, the greater part of the 
_baunties.were merely drawbacks ; and if the plan of the 

‘ ‘honourable gentleman were adopted in thus faking away 

__ these bounties, there would be at least-80,000 weavers in ° 

"Spitalfields turned out of employment the first fortnight. 

"Most of the bounties were merely drawbacks of duty on 

, our manufacturcs upon exportation. There was no s 
ject which he had considered-with greater attention than 

this of bounties ; he had gone over the subject again and 
again.; and if it had appeared to him that any of them 
could have been taken off without doing an injury to the 

", public, he certainly should have proposed it at tinres, in 

' which the administration to which he belonged were at a 
loss (o know what new taxes to fix upon. It could cer- 
tainly be no object to the government to continue unne- 

' cessary bounties. ; 

Mr. Lockhart said, that instead of there being toomany 
officers employed in the custom-house, there was a pretty 
geocral complaint among the merchants that there were 
too few fur the great weight of busiucss that is nuw going 
on 
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Mr. H. Thornton took notice of the steps which had 
-been taken by the Committee of finance, (o reform many. 
abuses of which the honourable gentleman had complained. 
As to the pension list, he certainly wished it was smaller, 

‘ but there were many parts of it which no man woald wish 
to reduce. ‘There were pensions to the amount of” 
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; 355,000!. annually to the royal family, and about 70,0001. - 


; annually tq the proprietors of Irish boroughs, as compen- 
. sation under the act of Union, There were also pensjons 
- Very properly given to many meritorious servants of the 
crown. It did not appear to him that out of the whole 
. pension list there was more than 400,000/., per annum, on 
,-which the proposed reduction could have any operation. 
. Mr. Wardle said, that he had never intended to insti- 
1 tute any comparison between the modes of ,callectivy the ~ 
- sevenne in this country and in France. .As to what seed 
, stated about the inspector of canvas, he would: be yeagly - 
. at all events to shew, that he had strong grounds for the 
- statement thathe had made. Cas 
The question wasthan loudly called for, and. was, put on - 
Mr. Wardle’s 32 motions. , eee 
' The first motion was ‘° for, an agconnt of the expence 
of the royai staff, for the last three yeays, distingyishing 
. the numbers employed at home and abroad.” | | 
- The motion was carried withqut adivision., . ... 
The second was the total expense of the local gujlitig to 
, the present tirac. : a, 
_ Mr. Huskisson said, he had no objection, ta. grant 
, such accounts as ministers should in their judgment con- 
. ceive-within the spirit and scope of the hynoyrable gen- 
, tlernan’s motions. Ifin.the next, session he thought any 
. of these.accounts not sufficiently particular, he might then 
; move for a farther account at that time. Loo, 
..' Mr. Wardle-said that he should be perfectly satisiied. 
_ All {he motions were then passed,. with some slight ob- 
; servations. .Among the number. were, accounts of the ex- 
.penses of the ,royal. waggon train, of the Manx fenci- 
.. bles, of fortifications, Maxtello towers, and military canals, 
. printing and stationary for both Hovses of Parliament. 
Adjourned. re 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
| | . TUESDAY, JUNE 20. 
‘ +The royal assent was given by commiséion to the c@n- 
-- polidated fund appropriation, the jadges salary, the Strand 
- bridge, the bankrupt laws; (he navigation encoummgement, — 


‘ the péor laws regulation, the friendly societies’, the Man- 
chester water-works, the’ Deptford and Greenwich water- 


- 


d 


. Teventes of t 


a 


\ 
‘ 


oven PO.) = wietettaktous. °° = 761 
works, the sale of aficcs prevention, ‘and the ship 
Owners bills. 


"Phe local militia amendment bill was brought tip fro 
the House of Commoris.—Adjourned. 
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_ HOUSE OF.COMMONS. 
TUESDAY, JUNE 20. 


In consequence of a message by the deputy black rod, 
the Speaker attended by several members, went up to the . 
bar of the House of Lords, and after some.time returned 
and reported, that the royal assent was declared by come. 
mission to the consolidated fund appropriation bill, the 
jedges salaries’ bill, the.office sale bil, the bankrupt laws . 
amendment bill, the friendly society bill, the Manchester 
water-works bill, the Strand. bridge bill, and. the Green. 
wich and Deptford water-works bill. . | _ 

. An officer presented at the bar an account of the annual 
he East India Compagy. _ Ordered to lic oa 
the table. Co _ - oe, 
. Bhe local militia bill was read a third time, and ordered 
to the Lords. . oo, 
. Mr. Huskisson moved for the issue ofa new writ forthe 
clectign of a member for the county of Stafford, in ‘the 
room of Lord G. L. Gower, who had vacated his seat by - 
accepting the office of Seere‘ary at.War in the-room of 
Sir J. Pulteney. . 
. Mr. N. Vansittart moved that the debate on the finance , 
resolution be now resumed. Ordered accordingly. . 

The honourable member then, ia a speech of considers 
able length, entered! into a general stalement of the finances 
and debt of the country; but he spoke throughout in so- 
Jow a tone of voice, as fo be almost totally inaudible from . 
the gallery ; and he concluded by proposing the first of, 
a.reries of resolutions, in conformity to his speech. —— 

- Mr. Huskisson said, that at the end of the American - 
war, the national debt ampuated to nearly 250,000,0C0/, 
without any sinking fund, and withont a revenne to answer 
ivany degwe the expenditure. Stnce that time no loan 
had becy made, byt what had a sinking fund provided for 
its redemption, and that for the last.six years of war, no 
more dhast 60,050,0UU/, had been added to the aggregate ; 
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and this had all been ewing (o raising so much of the. 


Vou. LIT.—1809. . 5E 


| THE PARLIAMESTARY AMAESTER. (10 fon 
supallcennittin she year. Vpoe the maia viv of the enhew 
ject, he agpoed: with the right hanourable, gentleman.ie 
Lis reaglutibne, nal hac’ no doubt but.onr trsagpes, mots 
withstandiag ull.the digiquitirs uader which we, bad beam 
" placed, wera fully-adequate to every exertion we:could he 
called upon to make for the honour, detence, aad iude- 
pendence of the conntry. | rar ee 
A long string of financial resolutiqns were then read 
from ihe shair, gagh of which was ecparately aggeed: to. °c, 
. : _ FNDIA Company. (0) 3) 
- Mr. Creevey adverted-to « paper. for which le. hach 
Moved more than ofce, relative to the affairs, af the, cpm 
pany, but which he understood was qot arrived, The, 
mouth of March, 1811, he said, would, be the pesiod.te. 
give notice to, the mpany whether the system yas tybe’ - 
continued or rot, He hoped government would nol bastilyr 
couimit themselves with regard to the feaewal. of the chare. 
ter,’and then call‘on Parliament to make guod the agrees, 
ment they might make, and for which Parliament, for 
want of information, would be unprepared. From the 
‘papers to which he alluded, the Heuse would find thatthe 
company was now carrying on a losing trade, and he 
thought it therefore necessary, without meaning any fore- 
jadgment of the company’s affairs, to thtow out titre 


Mr. R. Dundas sa, that Parliament would have: 
every possible inforapation op the. subject-.as.soen as itt 
could be given, aud he believed government wonld have! _ 
no inclinntion..to-do. avy thing on the subject, but with: 
the approbation.of Parliament: © tg 

Sir John Auvtrether said, the East. India Gomestéters 
had new sat two : withent making any. report y:. bet! 
the reanon was,.the ‘material papers on which they wee. 
to found their judgment, had not arrived. He‘ thought, 
however, the Committee would early in the next acssied“ 
be able to make a-report, and in that rit wads thes i 
intention to notice fully the whole state o the compaoy’ac: 
finances, their establishment, and their wade; aad Wl 
that was dane, he could not suppese ihat ay suahegrees’ 
ment as alluded to by the honourable gentleman; could * 
be entered into by government till that.was dome. --: 57 

‘Mr. P. Moore gave stice that he would carly intha:- 
~ went session bring- forward a motion on: the conilust-ef the: 
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est nthde of inspectors of piitons fr freMnd! hiratle. res 
mpeemifie: it Uircdtistinee connected WHA4t; whieh invdlys 

& Hreach of ‘the privilges of that Hous, indananch “Ag 
@re‘evidince fake before the Comnittdee hati deed prov 


Smbbhved before it was made knows to thrit Houde. | 4 


My IF, Smith brought up a petition from Mr: Beecher 
‘Westrop Atkins, formerly a barrack-nraister in'the Isle‘ of . 
Wiehe who wis Muh issett from his‘office it donceYaenc 
of ids hibyind givers infordiation tothe Seeretaty at Whi; | 
many gross and scandalpys abyses .pfactised in that dee 
partment; of which he had offered to adduce the strougest 
yofs’s also'éomplaining df great injury and oppression 
fh? (he: Barrick board, th withhdlting’ monies due td 
kim, aud’ refising to pass his accounts.. ‘The petition 
ference anil relief of the House. en 
‘Smith said’ he understood the business would ‘he’ 
Bebitgtt, forward early ind -tre next sédsiby. He should 
@ily midye that the ‘petition do‘ lie'‘on the’ tale; Ors 
Geped ADOPT. i te et 
Oud sere os OY GV OO OT 
eto ui. HOUSE OF LORDS... _ .:. 
vaee say MRDNMBDAY FUNBRD., 
~The Lond-Chancetlor stated to their: lotdisbips thatthe 
Jords commissioners appointed by the king, had received 
two commissions from his majesty, signed. by his own 
hind, one for giving'-the royal assent to!a bill: dgrecd to 
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“by both Heuses:.of Parliament, ‘ani? ye other, Jor prod 


regoing the Parliament. After reading the fivetof-whichy 
the lords commissioners (the Lord Chaacctor, the: Lerd. 
Archbishop of Canterbury; and the’ Karls‘ of Camden, 
Darimoeth,: aad: W catitiurclatid) took heir: seats vont the * 
weolsack.. The other members hamte! br the commissions - 
were the Princes of. the bloow, the Dukes of Bedford and 
Mentrosc, the Marquia uf Bute, Lords Sidmonith, Spencers” 
Derby ,-Holland, Grenvilte, Carysfort, Wainchulsen, Chat. _ 
ham, é&c: &c. &c. te oa 
‘The lords commissioners then desired the attendance of 
the banourable flouse of Coimmons in the forse of Lords 
to-hear his majesty’s gravious comfauntcition, Ori the 
Speaker's: appearance ‘at. the bar; accempanted. By the 
officers of the lower House, and abent forty membets of 
the Lmuse of ‘Commins, the royiil-desent was given in the - 


TOL THE BARIZOMEWEART-BARISTER.' §- 1 Fees, 
pavallings aia ae Tale rejocive counties 
stewartries. .. ' 

, The.Lord Chancolles then wead:to peth,Heusee hia mae 
Josty’ 8 inost gracious speach :—., . ok 

¢ My Lords and Gentlemen, = Sy ew 

« We are commanded by bis majesty to.acquaint reas; 
ahat his majesty has great entisfection in being enablbd 
by the state-of: public business, ty release you frosts yom 
taberlous attendance in, Parliament. - 

‘* His majesty doubts not, that en your potanes ina yout 
respective counties, you will earry with you a'dispasition 
to igculcate, both by fnstruction and example, aapicit of 
attachment to those established Jaws-end that bagpy coms 
stitution, which it bes ever been his-reajdsty's an cine 
wisk to support and to maintain, and‘ apow which; aadet 
Providence, depend the welfare and pee of thie 
kingdom. - 


“< Gentlemen of the Héuse'of Commons, Ce 
We have’ it' in ‘comambrid ‘from his sndjesty, fo ahink 

you for the Hbérat provision whith yout have mallé Yor { 
gervices of the present year; and to.expresg the. satistace 
tion. which his majedty derives ‘froth your having been 
enabled to pYovide for those’ services without ang'g reat 
and immediate addition ‘to the burfhens | vpon his people, . 
. ' 46 His majesty particnlarly commayds ‘ua to acknoms 
ledge your prompt ‘attention to his wishes, respecting at 
thtrcased provision for the poorer clergy ;‘an object in 
the higlicst degree interesting’ to his majesty’ 8 feelings, 
and descrving the favourable consideration of Parllas 
ment. yore pe de 


hee ee ee | 
& My ry, Lords and Gentlemen, “3 
ss ‘ The atrocious and unparalleled act of violence and 


{rcachery by ° which the Ruler of Fran¢e atempled (a, Eg 


a ok Se | ed 


tn a ee _, 


smh 21. | or veer orsamenetensn bets 1t OS 


_ prize and’ ta englay: é the eps nation, while it has ex- 


cited ib. Spain i a a Stntniced d nd unconignera le reisance 
againal the usurpation and tyranny of the French 
Ibn? "hias, at ‘the same time, ‘awakerted In other fiations “af 


“Barppe a determjpaijan: to sealst, bya new effbrt,- die pay 


tinned cand: inoréasittgsesicabeghentn om their sicty wall 
‘thdlspendence. tone. 
266 Although; the ‘uncettaisity | of sila man events, “id 
‘dhe: vicissitaded. altendaxd-upon wer, feebid-t0o confit 
wii ewpectution of~a' sntisfactery ‘thud to the present 
strugyle againyt. tle! common énemry of Europe, his 5 mae 
Sect} commands us to coftgratilate you upan the-splendel 


aad. impostant suocess which has recenily crowned the 
axms af the Emperor of Aastria, under the able and dise 
tinguistied oondpet of hie Ineperial Highness the Arch- 
duke Charles. 

‘¢ To the efforts of Europe for its own deliverance, his 
majesty has directed us to assure you, that. he is deter- 
mined tp continuc his most strenuous assistance and sup- 
port, convinced that you will agreé With him in considers 
ing that every cxertion for the re-establishment of tbe ine 
dependence and secarity of other nations, is no less cone 


' @ucive to the truc interests, than it is becoming the cha- 


ractcr and honour of Great Britain. 
Then a commission for proroguing the Parliament was 


fread ; after which the Lord Chancellor said— 


“ My Lords and Gentlemen, 
_ By virtue of his, majesty’s commission under the 
great seal, to us and other lords directed, and now read, 
we do, in his majesty’s name, and in obedience to his 
commands, prorogue this Parliament to Thursday the 
10th day of August, next io ‘be then here holden 5 ; und this 


- Aguas we = 2a6r ar 


gry of August vext.. » tad Yea ‘ sees a 


os . “e « 
$8 thas wxitiauiierane neawtes. / 1) les. 
- -HOUSE OF COMMONS. | 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 21, oe 
Mr. 8 took the chair at half past. three: and 
shortly afterwards a message was brought by the deputy 
black rod, requiring the attendance of the Hoase at the 
bar of the House of Peers, to hear his majesty’s coments. 
gion read for declaring the royal assent to the local militia 
Dill, and for proruguing the Patliamse t.. ; 
The Speaker, atte by the whvle House went u 
forthwith, and after some time retarned; but, witho 
Making the chair, he acquainted: the’ manabpre, that the 
soyal assent had been declared to the above. bill, and 
‘that the Parliament was proregued until Thursday, the 
Wh day of Augnit next. | a 
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vist - ‘ . 
TJ. Guzst, Printer, Crown-coust, Fleet-street, London. a 
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